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Subject. 


Vol. 


-f. —  -  -  -- 


A 1.    On  the  bill  (S.  196)  for  the  relief  of  the  o wuers  of  bark , 

Abbott.   On  the  memorial  of  Joseph  C 

Adams.    On  the  bill  ( H.  R.  2046)  for  the  relief  of  Theodore 

Alcorn.    On  the  petition  of  William 

Allen&Co.    On  the  memorial  of  D.  B 

AUenu    On  the  bill  (S.  426)  for  the  relief  of  Thomas 

Arkansas.  Report  of  the  Committee  on  Soathem  Outrages,  presenting 
certain  testimony  given  before  their  committee,  and  affecting  the  stand- 
ing of  one  of  the  Senators  and  certain  members  of  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives from 

Anny.  On  Senate  bill  No.  260,  with  the  petition  of  loyal  citizens  of 
Ix>ndonn  County,  Virginia,  praying  compensation  for  property  destroyed 
by  fire,  and  for  live  stock  taken  for  the  use  of  the 

Annstronff.    On  the  petition  of  Mary.    (To  accompany  bill  S.  879) 

Arms  by  Ordnance  Department.    On  the  sale  of 


B. 

Bailey.    On  the  bill  (H.  R.  1288)  for  the  relief  of  Sluman  S 

Baker,  of  Saint  John's,  Michigan.  On  the  petition  and  papers  for  the  re- 
lief of  Timothy.    (To accompany  bills.  956) 

Baker.    On  the  bill  (H.  R.  112)  for  the  relief  of  G.  S 

Bark  A  1.    On  the  bill  (S.  196)  for  the  relief  of  the  owners  of 

Barr.  On  Senate  bill  835,  for  the  relief  of  Cecelia 

Barker.    On  the  bill  (H.  R.  1564)  for  the  relief  of  William  F 

Batelle  &  Evans.    On  the  bill  (H.  R.  1700)  for  the  relief  of 

Best.    On  the  petition  of  Dr.  J.  Milton 

Bestor.    On  the  petition  of  George  C.    (To  accompany  bill  S.  107) 

Bills  for  raising  revenue.  In  relation  to  the  prerogative  of  the  House  to 
originate 

Bitter  Root  Valley,  in  the  Territory  of  Montana.  On  the  bill  (H.  R. 
2623)  to  provide  for  the  removal  of  the  Flathead  and  other  Indians 

Black,  and  Albert  R.  Cooper.  On  the  bill  (H.  R.  887)  for  the  relief  of 
Samuel 


Bbke.  On  the  bill  (S.  952)  to  advance  Homer  C !..!!!!"*!*!.'".'.!". 

Blanchard.    On  the  memorial  of  William.    (To  accompany  bill  S.  674).. 
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Blood.    On  the  petition  of  Caleb  H 

Blodgett.    On  tne  credentials  of  Foster 

Boehmler.    On  the  bill  (S.  884)  for  the  relief  of  the  sureties  of  Frederick, 

Bonds  bnmed  in  Spitzendorf,  Germany.  On  the  petition  in  relation  to  cer- 
tain.   (To  accompany  bill  8.1071) 

BoBwell.  On  the  petition  of  Benjamin  Cooley  and  James  W.  (To  ac- 
company bill  8.  911) 

BottSy  Rosalie  8.  Lewis,  Isabella  McLean  Lewis,  and  Mary  Minor  Hoxsey, 
heirs-at-law  of  John  Minor  Botts.  On  the  petition  of  Beverly  M.  (To 
accompany  bill  8.760) 

Boyle.    On  the  memorial  of  Ann  E 

Braine.    On  the  claim  of  Commodore  D.  L.   (To  accompany  bill  8.  1062). 

Braden.    On  the  bill  (8. 166)  for  the  relief  of  David 

Broadns.    On  the  memorial  of  William 

Brossman.    On  the  petition  of  Mrs.  E.  J 

Brown.    On  the  i)etition  of  John  B.  Wolf  and  Jacob  II 

Brown.    On  the  memorial  of  D.  Jay.   (To  accompany  bill  8. 197) 

Buchanan.  'On  the  memorial  of  Mrs.  F.  8eliua.  (To  accompany  bill  8. 
1106) 


C. 

Caldwell,  of  Kansas.    On  the  election  of  Senator  Alexander 

Calvert.    On  the  bill  (8. 1162)  for  the  relief  of  Dr.  Edward  N 

Cameron  an^d  Emma  8.  Cameron.  On  the  jietition  and  papers  of  James. 
(To  accompany  bill  8.  953) 

Campbell.    On  the  bill  (8. 352)  for  the  relief  of  Benjamin  H 

Campbell.    On  the  bill  (8.  752)  grantinf]^  a  pension  to  Peter 

Carondelet,  now  merged  in  the  city  of  Saint  Louis.  On  the  petition  of 
the  city  of.    (To  accompany  bill  8.  420) 

Carbaugh.    On  the  bill  (8.  989) granting  a  pension  to  John 

Chilty.  On  the  petition  of  Mrs.  E.  J.  Brossman,  reqaestiug  the  refund- 
ing of  certain  taxes  paid  to  Captain  F.  J.  P 

Claims  of  certain  northern  creditors.  On  the  bill  (S.  160)  relative  to  the. . 

Clark,  widow  of  Leonard  Clark.  On  the  jietition  of  Mary  M.  (To  ac- 
company bill  8.  230) 

Clayton.  On  the  investigation  of  certain  charges  against  the  Hon.  Pow- 
ell 


Cochran.    On  the  bill  (H.  R.  2900)  for  tho  relief  of  Silas  D 

Cole.    On  the  bill  (8. 94)  for  the  relief  of  Miss  Keturah 

Colledge.    On  the  memorial  of  William  H.    (To  accompany  bill  8.  200) . . 

Comparet.    On  the  petition  of  Theodore  8.    (To  accompany  bill  S.  494). 

Constitution.  On  the  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives  in  re- 
lation to  the  true  intent  aud  purpose  of  that  clause  of  the,  which  re- 
quires that  all  bills  for  raising  revenue  shall  originate  in  the  House  of 
Representatives 

Contractors  for  the  construction  of  vessels  of  war.  On  the  bill  (8. 134) 
for  the  relief  of  certain 

Cooley  and  James  W.  Boswell.  On  the  petition  of  Benjamin.  (To  ac- 
company bill  8.  911) 

Cooper.    On  the  bill  (H.  R.  2417)  granting  a  pension  to  Abraham 

Cooper.  On  the  bill  (H.  R.  887)  for  the  relief  of  Samuel  Black  and 
Albert  R 

Correspondence  by  telegi*aph  and  to  connect  the  telegraph  with  the 
postal  service.   On  the  bill  (8.  341)  to  reduce  the  rates  of 

Cowan  and  Dickinson.    On  the  bill  ( 8.  96)  for  the  relief  of 

Cowper.    On  the  memorial  of  L.  C.  P 

Cuba.  On  the  bill  (8.  706)  to  authorize  the  continuance  of  mail-steam- 
ship service  between  the  United  States  and 

Curtis.  On  the  memorial  and  papers  for  the  payment  of  vouchers  at 
Lawrence,  Kansas,  for  the  erection  of  works  of  defense,  under  the 
command  of  Major  General.    (To  accompany  bill  8.  807) 


D. 

Dailey.    On  the  claim  of  J.  and  C.  M.   (To  accompany  bill  8.  868). 
Davis.    On  bUl  (8.  No.  451 )  for  the  relief  of  Jefferson  W . 
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Dimpfel.    On  the  petition  of  Frederick  P.    (To  accompany  bill  S.  156).. 

Dock  and  building  yardfi.    (See  International  Steamfihip  Company) 

Dnnlap.    On  bill  (S.  599)  granting  a  pension  to  Julia  Belle 

Darfec  &.  Peck.    On  the  claims  of  Messrs.   (To  accompany  bill  S.  1088).. 

E. 

East  Tennessee  University.    On  bill  (8.  490)  for  the  relief  of  the 

Ellison.    On  the  petition  of  James  M 

Emerson.    On  the  memorial  of  John  B.    (To  accompany  bill  S.  138) 

F. 

Farrell,  of  Peoria,  Illinois. '  On  bill  (H.  R,  1942)  for  the  relief  of  D.  C . . . . 
Female  suffrage.     Report  of  the  Committee  of  the  Judiciary  relative  to 

the  fifteenth  amendment 

Flathead,  and  other  Indians  from  the  Bitter-Root  Valley.    On  bill  (H.  R. 

2623)  to  provide  for  the  removal  of  the 

Fowle.    On  the  memorial  of  Joseph  W.    (To  accompany  bill  S.  646) 

Franks.    On  the  petition  of  Margaret  B.   (To  accompany  bill  S.  983) 

Frank.    On  the  claim  of  Julius 

Freshonr.    On  the  bill  (H.  R.  1816)  for  an  increase  of  pension  to  William 
French  Arms  Investigation.    Report  of  Select  Committee  on  the 


No. 


G. 

Galpin.    On  the  bill  (8. 103)  for  the  relief  of  Henry  N 

Garrard  and  others.    On  the  memorial  of  T.  T.   (To  accompany  bill  S.  161 ) 

Gates.    On  the  bill  (H.  R.  1944)  for  the  relief  of  Edward  T 

Gerry.    On  the  petition  of  Elbridge.    (To  accompany  bill  S.  636) 

Gibbons,  sr.    On  the  petition  of  Francis  A.   (To  accompany  bill  S.  873) 

Gibson.    On  the  bill  (H.  R.  2397)  granting  a  pension  to  Margaret  C . 

Gilmer.    On  the  memorial  of  Lizzie.    (To  accompany  bill  S.  610) 

Goodrich.    On  the  petition  of  Reuben.    (To  accompany  bill  S.  990) 

Grant  &  Co.    On  the  claim  of  A 

Gray.    On  the  bill  (II.  R.  695)  granting  a  pension  to  Hannah 

Green.    On  bill  (H.  R.  639)  for  the  relief  of  Jane  A 


H. 

Hardie.  On  bill  (S.  807)  with  extracts  from  the  report  of  Brevet  Mi^or 
General , 

Harper,  of  Houston ,  Texas.    On  the  peti  lion  of  Samuel 

Harrison.    On  the  bill  (S.  217)  for  the  relief  of  Rebecca  S 

Harrold.    On  the  petition  of  James  A 

Hedley.     On  the  petition  of  Edward 

Hepburn.    On  the  memorial  of  Phoebe.    (To  accompany  bill  S.  201) 

Hess.    On  the  petition  of  Bernard 

Hester.    On  the  petition  of  John  D 

Hipkins.    On  the  petition  of  John  A 

Hollis.    On  the  bill  (S.  1042)  for  the  relief  of  Thomas * 

House  of  Representatives  in  relation  to  the  prerogative  of  the  House  to 
originate  bills  for  raising  revenue.  Report  of  the  Committee  on  Priv- 
ileges and  Elections  on  the  resolution  of  the 

Hunter.    On  bill  (H.  R.  1198)  cpanting  a  pension  to  Ann 

Hutchison.    On  the  petition  of  Cicero  Sims,  guardian  of  William 


Ingersoll  &  Graham.    On  the  bill  (S.  355)  referring  the  claim  of 

loterual  taxes,  and  for  other  purposes.    On  bill  (S.  362)  to  reduce 

ktemational  Steamship  Company,  for  creating  dock  and  building-yards. 
Letter  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  recommending  the  proposals  ot 
the.    (To  accompany  bill  8.  1098) 

/o valid  pensioners.    ()n  the  bill  (  H.  R.  991)  for  the  relief  of  certain 
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Jackson,  of  Tennessee.  On  the  bill  (H.  R.  2042)  for  the  relief  of  Fannie 
M 

Jaqnefis.  On  the  bill  (S.  59)  authorizing  the  Secretary  of  the  Treaflory 
to  settle  and  pay  the  accounts  of  ColonelJames  F 

Johnson  &,  Co.    On  the  petition  of  Lewis.    (To  accompany  bill  S.  204).. 

Joy.    On  the  petition  of  James  F.     (To  accompany  bill  S.  554) 

Jones.    On  the  petition  of  George  W 

Juniata  County,  Pennsylvania,  praying  Congress  to  allow  a  pension  to 
John  Carbaugb.    On  the  petition  oi  citizens  of. 

K. 

Kearsarge.    On  bill  (S.  579)  for  the  relief  of  the  officers  and  crew  of  the 

United  States  steamer 

Kelly.    On  the  petition  of  Mrs.  Fanny.     (To  accompany  bill  S.  13) 

Kirk.    On  bill  (H.  R.  2255)  for  the  relief  of  W.  H 

Kleinman.    On  the  petition  of  David 

Ku-Klux  conspiracy.    (See  Southern  Outrages, ) 

L. 

Lnnman.    On  the  petition    of  Rear-Admiral  Joseph.    (To  accompany 

bill  S.  164) 

Langford.    On  the  bill  (S.  744)  for  the  relief  of  Wm.  G 

Latmt)p.    On  the  petition  of  Elizabeth  S 

Lawrence,  Kansas,  for  the  erection  of  works  of  defense.    On  the  memoriiJ 

and  papers  for  the  payment  of  vouchers  at.  (To  accompany  bill  S.  807) 
LeCaze  «&  Mallet.    On  the  petition  of  Frederick  Mallet,  aaministrator  of 

James  Le  Caze,  surviving  partner  of 

Lee.    On  bill  (U.  R.  892)  granting  a  pension  to  Margaret 

Levees  on  the  Mississippi  River.    On  the 

Lewis,  Isabella  McLean  Lewis,  and  Mary  Minor  Hoxsy,  heirs-at-law  of 

John  Minor  Botts.    On  the  petition  of  Beverly  M.  Botts.    Rosalie  S. 

(To  accompany  bill  8.760) 

Lewis.    On  the  bill  (8.  95)  for  the  relief  of  Minerva 

Lewis  Johnson  &,  Company.    On  the  petitition  of.    (To  accompany  bill 

S.204). 


Lockwood.    OnbUl(S.  24L)    For  the  relief  of  Chauncy  M 

Loudoun  County,  Virginia.    Ou  Senate  bill  260,  with  the  petition  of 

loyal  citizens  of 

Lowry.    On  the  memorial  of  Robert.    (To  accompany  bill  S.  929) 


M. 

Mail  steamship  service  between  San  Francisco  and  China.    On  bill  S. 

470.)    Authorizing  an  increase  of  United  States 

Mail  steamship  service  between  the  United  States  and  Australia.    On  bill 

S.  49.)    Autnorizing  the  establishment  of  ocean , 

Mail  steamship  service  between  the  United  States  and  Mexico.    On  bill 

(S.  507.)    Authorizing  the  establishment  of  ocean , 

Mail  steamship  service  between  the  United  States  and  Cuba.    On  Senate 

bill  706,  to  authorize  the  continuance  of. , 

Marks.    On  the  bill  (H.  R.  2777.)    For  the  relief  of  the  sureties  of  S.  F. . 

Mason.    On  the  petition  of  John  Thompson 

Mason.    On  the  petition  and  papers  of  John  Thompson 

Merchant&Co.    On  bill  (S.  199)  for  the  relief  of  L 

Merchant  6c  Co.    On  the  memorial  of  L 

Michigan  and  Indiana.    On  the  petition  of  the  Pottawatomie  Indians 

remaining  in 

Militarv  reservation  at  Point  San  Jos^.    On  the  bill  (S.  755)  for  the 

relief  of  the  former  occupants  of  the  present 

Millin.    On  the  petition  of  A.  Gordon.    (To  accompany  bill  S.  1074) 

Miller.     On  the  bill   (H.  R.  1865)  for  the  relief  of  the  sureties  of 

James  T , 
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Milone.    On  the  Senate  bill  720.    For  the  relief  of  John 

Ifilwaakee,  for  increiwe  of  pensions  to  those  who  are  totally  disabled. 

On  a  petition  adopted  at  a  pnblic  meeting  in 

Mitchell.    On  bill  (8.  414)  for  the  relief  of  William  S 

Mitchell.    On  the  bill  (H.  R.  1551}  for  the  relief  of  S.  B.  George,  and 

JohnW 

Miasissippi  River.     On  the  levees  of  the 

McCormick.    On  the  petition  of  Mrs.  Elizabeth  B 

McDonald.    On  bill  (H.  R.  2339.)    Granting  a  pension  to  Ada  H  

McLeod.    On  bill  (8. 1017)  for  the  relief  ofAlex 

McMollin.    On  the  petition  of  Mary  J 

McQnown.    On  the  petition  of  Dr.  John  H.    (To  accompany  bill  H.  R. 

2032) 

More^.    On  bill  (8.  761 )  granting  a  pension  to  Robert  A 

Moms.     On  the  petition  of  James 

Morrison.    On  the  bill  (8.  526)  for  the  relief  of  Ambrose 

N. 

Xavy  pension  fand.  On  bill  (8. 162)  to  refund  certain  moneys  now  stand- 
ing to  the  credit  of  the 

Nevada,  asking  for  an  appropriation  of  $6,000  to  compensate  J.  A. 
Thompson  for  carryingthe  United  States  mail  from  Placerville,  Cali- 
fornia, to  Carson  Valley,  in  Utah  Territory.  Reeolntion  of  the  State 
of.    (To  accompany  bill  8.  806) 

Nevada,  asking  an  appropriation.  On  the  petition  and  papers  of  the  State 
of.    (To  accompany  bill  8. 1089) 

New  York  Custom-Honse  Investigation.  Report  of  the  Committee  on 
Investigation  and  Retrenchment,  relative  to  the (parts  1, 2,  and  3) 

Nixon,  of  West  Virginia.    On  bill  (8. 518)  for  the  relief  of  Wm 

Northern  creditors.    On  the  bill  (8. 160)  relative  to  claims  of  certain .... 

'*  Norton  post-marking  and  postage-canceling  machine,'^  now  in  use  by 
the  Post-Office  Department.    In  relation  to  the 

Norwood.    On  the  credentials  of  Thomas  M 

O. 

Ojibway.  A  bill  to  establish  the  Territory  of.  (To  accompany  bill  8. 
360) 

()ti«^  of  Indiana.  On  bill  for  the  relief  of  William  Henry.  (To  accom- 
pany bill  8. 97) 

P. 

Palmer's  name  aliove  that  of  Doctor  Nlnian  Pinkney.  Relative  to  plac- 
ing Doctor  James  C 

Parish  &,  Co.  On  the  memorial  of  J.  W.  (To  accompany  ioint resolution 
8.159) 

Pensions  to  those  who  are  totally  disabled.  On  a  petition  signed  at  a 
pnblic  meeting  in  Mil wankee,  for  an  increase  of 

Pensioners.    On  the  bill  (H.  R.  991)  for  the  relief  of  certain  invalid 

Phelpe.    On  the  petition  of  Harlow  J.    (To  accompany  bill  8.  485) 

Pinlmey.  Relative  to  placing  Doctor  James  C.  Palmer's  name  above 
that  of  Doctor  Ninian 

Placerville,  California,  to  Carson  Valley,  in  Utah  Territory.  On  the  re- 
solution of  the  State  of  Nevada,  asking  for  an  appropriation  of  $6,p00 
to  compensate  J.  A.  Thompson  for  carrying  the  United  States  mail 
from.    (To  accompany  bill  8.  806) 

Plnnkett.    On  the  bill  (H.  R.  435)  to  authorize  the  restoration  of  Gfeorge. 

Point  San  Jos^.  On  the  bill  (8.  755)  for  the  relief  of  the  former  occu- 
pants of  the'present  milita^  reservation  at 

Pomeroy,  by  the  legislature  of  Kansas  in  1%7.  On  the  election  of  Sena- 
tor, 8.  C 

Pond.    On  the  memorial  of  Mrs.  Harriet  W.  (To  accompany  bill  8.  1161). 

Post-Office  Department.  In  relation  to  the  **  Nortonjpost-marking  and 
postage-canceling  machine  '^  now  in  use  by  the 
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Pottawatomie  Indians  remaining  in  Michigan  and  Indiana.    On  the  pe- 
tition of  the.     (To  accompany  bill  S.  944) 

Potts.    On  the  memorial  of  John.  (To  accompany  bill  S.  908) 

Power.    On  the  petition  of  Jacob  P 

Powell.    On  the  petition  of  Levi  J.    (To  accompany  bill  S.  1172) 

Pratt.    On  the  petition  of  Milo.    (To  accompany^  bill  8.  895) , 

Pngh.    On  the  bill  (H.  R.  2418)  granting  a  pension  to  Nancy  E 


R 

Ransom,  as  a  Senator  from  the  State  of  North  Carolina.  On  the  resolu- 
Intion  in  regard  to  the  pay  of  the  Hon.  Matt  W 

Recnsant  witnesses.    (See  SotUhem  Outrages.) 

Red  Bear,  a  chief  of  the  Pembina  band  of  Chippewa  Indians.  On  Senate 
billNo.  788,  for  the  relief  of .' 

Redd.    On  the  memorial  of  Thomas  M.    (To  accompany  bill  S.  692) 

Reeves.    On  the  petition  of  Mrs.  Annie  Dorsey 

Reinfort.    On  the  bill  (H.  R.  2416)  granting  a  pension  to  Andrew 

Revenue.  Report  of  the  Committee  on  Privileges  and  Elections  on  the 
resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives  in  relation  to  the  preroga- 
tive of  the  House  to  originate  bills  for  raising 

Reynolds.    On  bill  (S.  670)  for  the  relief  of  Beigamin  W ., 

Roberts.    On  the  memorial  of  Brevet  Brigadier  General  B.  S 

Roberts.    On  the  petition  of  Manuel 

Rogers.  On  the  petition  for  the  relief  of  C.  E.  (To  accompany  bill  S. 
750) 

Ropes  &  Co.,  and  other  importers  of  Boston,  for  refund  of  duties  on  Rus- 
sia hemp.    On  the  application  of  William 

Views  of  the  minority (part  2) 

Rose.    On  bill  (S.  8.S8)  granting  a  pension  to  Joun  B 

Rose.    On  the  petition  of  Leonard  J 

Russell.    On  the  petition  of  Dr.  Leonidas 

Russia  and  the  United  States.  On  the  application  of  William  Ropes  & 
Co.,  for  refund  of  duties  on  Russia  hemp,  in  violation  of  treaty  stipu- 
lations between  the  Empire  of 

Views  of  the  minority (part  2) 


Sabin.    Ou  the  bill  (S.  1151)  for  extension  of  patent  to  Henry  W 

San  Francisco  and  China.    On  bill  (S.  470)  authorizing  an  increase  of 

United  States  mail-steamship  service  between 

Sarvant.    On  the  petition  of  Sarah 

Scott  and  others.    On  the  memorial  of  John  M.    (To  accompany  bill  S. 


749) 


Scott.    On  the  bill  (H.  R.  1197)  granting  a  pension  to  Captain  Henry  M . . 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  recommending  the  proposals  of  the  International 
Steamship  Company  for  creating  dock  and  building  yards.  Letter 
of  the.    (To  accompany  bill  S.  1098) 

Segar.    On  the  claims  of  Joseph.    (To  accompany  bill  S.  889) 

Sheridan.  On  Senate  bill  No.  260,  with  the  petition  of  loyal  citizens  of 
Loudoun  County,  Virginia,  praying  compensation  lor  property  de- 
stroyed by  fire,  and  for  live-stock  taken  for  the  use  of  the  Army,  or 
sold  for  the  benefit  of  the  United  States,  by  order  of  General 

Sims,  guardian  of  William  Hutchison.  On  the  petitionof  Cicero.  (To 
accompany  bill  S.  954) 

Sioux  Indians  in  Minnesota.  On  the  claim  of  J.  and  C.  M.  Dtiiley  for 
goods  and  provisions  furnished  the.    (To  accompany  bill  S.  868) 

Smith  and  Halcyon  Skinner.  On  bill  (S.  476)  for  the  extension  of  letters- 
patent  to  Alexander  

Smith.    On  the  claim  of  John  W 

Smith.    On  bill  (S.79)  for  the  relief  of  Dudley  D 

Southern  outrages.    Relative  to  certain  recnsant  witnesses 

Report  of  the  majority  and  minority  of  the  committee  on. . .  (part  1 ) 
relative  to  North  Carolinaand  report  of  trialsat  Raleigh .  (part  2) 
in  relation  to  South  Carolina (parts  3, 4, 5) 
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Subject. 


Anthem  ontracos. 

in  reiatioa  to  Georgia (parts  6, 7) 

in  relation  to  Alabama (parts  8,9, 10) 

in  relation  to  Mississippi (parts  11,12) 

In  relation  to  Florida (part  13) 

Spencer.    On  the  petition  of  Charles  and  Henry  W.    (To  accompany 

biUS.687) ^...; :..... 

Spencer.    On  bill  (H.  R.  1274)  for  the  relief  of  Thomas  F 

Spitzendorf,  Germany.    On  the  petition  in  relation  to  certain  United 

States  bonds  burned  in.    (To  accompany  bill  8. 1071) 

Spring,  of  Waterville,  Maine.    On  the  petition  of  Sarah  L.    (To  accom- 
pany bill  S.  905) 

Stafford.    On  the  memorial  of  Sarah  S.    (To  accompany  bill  S.  1060) . . . 

SteTcns,     OnbilHH.  1565)  for  relief  of  Naomi 

Saint  lionis.    On  bill  (H.  R.  1209)  also  bill  (S.  474)  granting  a  pension 
to  George  J 


Tariff.    (See  Bevenue) 

Taxes.    (See  Revenue) - 

Taylor.    On  bill  (H.  R.  2400)  granting  a  pension  to  William  B 

Taylor.  On  the  memorial  of  the  legal  representatives  of  Colonel  Francis 
and  Dr.  Charles.    (To  accompany  bill  S.  1188) 

Tea  and  coffee.  Bill  to  repeal  existing  duty  on.  On  the  resolution  of 
the  House  of  Representatives  in  relation-  to  the  prerogative  of  the 
House  to  originate  bills  for  raising  revenue 

Telegraph  with  the  postal  service.  On  bill  (S.  341)  to  reduce  the  rates 
of  correspondence  by  telegraph  and  to  connect  the 

Telegraph  system  of  the  United  States.  On  that  portion  of  the  Presi- 
dent's message  that  relates  to  the 

Tennessee,  praying  an  appropriation  to  the  State  for  materials  belonging 
to  the  Winchester  and  Alabama  Railroad,  used  by  the  Government 
during  the  late  war.    On  the  memorial  of  the  governor  of  the  State  of 

Territory  of  Ojibway.    A  bill  (S.  360)  to  establish  the 

Thomas.    On  the  petition  of  Caleb  White  and  Bettie  A 

Thompson  for  carrying  the  United  States  mail  from  Placerville,  Califor- 
nia, to  Carson  Valley,  Utah  Territory.  Resolution  of  the  State  of 
Nevada,  asking  for  an  appropriation  of  $6,000  to  compensate  J.  A. 
(To  accompany  bill  S.  806) 

Thompson.    On  the  petition  of  Fannie  A.    (To  accompany  bill  S.  1177) 

Trapp.    On  the  petition  of  Sarah  S.    (To  accompany  bill  H.  R.  924) 

Tumor.    On  bill  (8.  409)  for  the  relief  of  Rear- Admiral  Thomas 

Tyler.    On  the  petition  of  Horace.    (To  accompany  bill  S.  686) 


U. 


(To  accompany  bill  H.  R.  2050) 

Ou  the  petition  of  the.     (To  accom- 


Underhill.    On  the  claim  of  J.  S. 
United  States  Express  Company. 

pany  bill  S.  603) 

United  States  and  Brazil  Mail  Steamship  Company.    On  the  memorial 

and  supplementary  memorial  of  the.    (To  accompany  bill  S.  1032) 

United  States  and  Cuba.    On  bill  (S.  706)  to  authorize  the  continuance 

of  mail-steamship  service  between  the 

Utlcy.    On  the  memorial  of  William  L.     (To  accompany  bill  S.  1090).. . 

V. 

Van  Etten.     On  the  petition  of  Simon 

Vessels  of  war  and  steam  machinery.    On  bill  (8.  No.  134)  for  the  relief 

of  certain  contractors  for  the  construction  of 

Vickers,  a  Senator  from  Maryland.    On  the  communication  of  Hon. 

George 

Vincent.    On  the  petition  of  Frederick.    (To  accompany  bill  S.  1020) 
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W. 

Wallace.    On  bill  (S.  569)  and  petition  of  Thomas  B 

Ward.  On  the  letter  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  submitting  the  claim  of 
ft  E 

WakweU.'OnVhe  biil"(H.  r!  904/foV  S  .  I..!  .1.. 

Warren  &  Moore.    On  the  bUl  (S.  198)  for  the  relief  of .■ 

Waymire.    On  the  petition  of  James  A.    (To  accompany  bill  S.  841) 

West.    On  bill  (U.K.  1261)  for  the  relief  of  Thomas  D 

Wheaton.  On  the  memorial  of  Lieutenant  Joseph.  (To  accompany  bill 
S. 909  .....................•..............<......................... 

WhitakerV 'bn  Vhe  bill' (H.r!  1945)'/^^^^ 

White  and  Bettie  A.  Thomas.    On  the  petition  of  Caleb 

Whiting.    On  the  bill  (H.  R.  1073)  granting  a  pension  to  Sarah 

Wicks.    On  the  petition  of  John  G 

Wieland.    On  bUl  (S.  514)  for  the  relief  of  Albert 

Wiggins,  of  Keokuk.  On  bill  (S.  377)  for  the  relief  of  the  legal  represent- 
atives of  George  T 

Wilmington  and  Manchester  Railroad  Company.  On  bill  (S.  882)  to 
authorize  the  settlement  of  the  claim  of  the 

Wilson.    On  the  biU  (8. 1076)  for  the  relief  of  George  R 

Winchester  and  Alabama  Railroad,  used  by  the  Government  dnring  the 
late  war.  On  the  memorial  of  the  governor  of  the  State  of  Tennessee, 
praying  an  appropriation  to  the  State  for  materials  belonging  to  the.. 

Wing.    On  the  bill  (H.  R.  2429)  granting  a  pension  to  Sarah  P 

Winona  and  Saint  Peter's  Railroad  Company.  On  bill  (S.  710)  to  refund 
certain  duties  paid  by  the 

Winter.    On  the  petition  of  Elizabeth 

Wolf  and  Jacob  H.  Brown.    On  the  petition  of  John  B 

Woodhouse,  Southmayd,  and  Rudd.    On  the  memorial  of  Messrs 

Woodyard.  On  the  bill  (H.  R.  114)  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  of  Lieuten- 
ant Colonel  Humphrey  M..... 

Woolum.    On  the  bill  (S.  667)  for  the  relief  of  Elijah  J 

Wright.    On  the  bill  (S.  664)  for  the  relief  of  David  L 

Wyoming.  On  biU  (S.  291)  for  the  relief  of  the  officers  and  crew  of  the 
United  States  ship 

Wyoming.  On  the  bill  (S.  291)  for  the  relief  of  the  officers  and  crew  of 
the  United  States  ship 
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On  the  bill  (S.  952)  to  advance  Homer  C.  Blake 
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Pinkney,  as  surgeon  in  the  Navy 

On  the  memorial  of  Mrs.  F.  Selina  Buchanan 

On  the  bill  (S.  1076)  for  the  relief  of  George  R.  Wilson 

On  the  bill  (S.  291)  for  the  relief  of  the  officers  and  crew  of  the  United 

States  ship  Wyoming 

On  the  claim  of  J.  S.  Underhill 
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BJSPORTS  MADE  BY  THE  COMMITTEB   ON  PRIVATE  LAND  CLAIMS. 

On  the  petition  of  the  city  of  Carondelet 

Od  the  memorial  of  John  M.  Scott  and  others 

REPORTS  MAt>E  BY  THE  COMMITTEE  OX   INDIAN   AFFAIKS. 

On  the  petition  of  Elbridge  Gerry 

On  the  petition  of  Mrs.  Fanny  Kelly 

On  the  claim  of  J.  and  C.  M.  Dailey 

On  the  bill  (S.  78ti)  for  the  relief  of  Red  Bear,  a  chief  of  the  Tembiua 

band  of  Chippewa  Indians 

On  the  petition  of  the  Pottawatomie  Indians 

On  the  claims  of  Messrs.  Durfee  &  Peck 

On  the  bill  (S.  744)  for  the  relief  of  William  G.  Langford 

On  the  bill  (II.  R.  2623)  to  provide  for  the  removal  of  the  Flathead  and 

other  Indians 

On  the  petition  of  Leonard  J.  Rose 

REPORTS  MADE  BY  THK  COMMITFEi:  ON   PENSIONS. 

On  the  petition  of  Sarah  Sarvant 

On  the  petition  of  John  G.  Wicks 

On  the  petition  of  Theodore  S.  Comparet 

On  the  petition  of  John  D.  Hester 

On  the  memorial  of  Ann  E.  Boyle , 

On  the  petition  of  Jacob  B.  Power 

On  the  bill  (H.  R.  895)  granting  a  pension  to  Hannah  Gray 

On  the  bill  (H.  R.  1209)  granting  a  pension  to  George  J.  St.  Louis 

On  the  bill  (H.  R.  1197)  granting  a  pension  to  Captain  Henry  M.  Scott.. 

On  the  petition  of  Mary  Armstrong 

On  the  bill  (H.  R.  1073)  granting  a  pension  to  Sarah  Whiting.. 

On  the  bill  (H.  R.  892)  granting  a  pension  to  Margaret  Lee 

On  the  petition  of  Elizabeth  S.  Lathrop 

On  A  petition,  embracing  resolutions  adopted  at  a  public  meeting  in 

Milwaukee 

On  the  petition  of  Cicero  Sims,  guardian  of  William  Hutchinson 

On  the  petition  of  sundry  citizens  of  Juniata  County,  Pennsylvania 

On  the  petition  of  James  Morris 

On  the  bill  (H.  R.  1198)  granting  a  ponsion  to  Ann  Hunter 

On  the  bill  (8.  752)  granting  a  pension  to  Peter  Campbell 

On  the  bill  (S.  761)  granting  a  pension  to  Albert  A.  Morey 

On  the  petition  ol  Manuel  Roberts 

On  the  bill  (H.  R.  2400)  granting  a  pension  to  William  B.  Taylor 

On  the  bill  (H.  R.  2:^)  granting  a  pension  to  Ada  H.  McDonald 

On  the  bill  (H.  R.  2397)  granting  a  pension  to  Margaret  C.  Gibson 

On  the  bill  (S.  858)  granting  a  pension  to  John  B.  Rose 

On  the  bill  (8.  217)  for  the  relief  of  Rebecca  S.  Harrison 

On  the  bill  (H.  R.  2417)  granting  a  pension  to  Abraham  Cooper 

Chi  the  bill  (H.  R.  2416)  granting  a  pension  to  Andrew  Roinfort ■ 

On  the  bill  (H.  R.  2418)  granting  a  pension  to  Nancy  E.  Pugh 

On  the  bill  (H.  R.  991)  for  the  relief  of  certain  invalid  pensioners 

On  the  bill  (H.  R.  2429)  granting  a  pension  to  Sarah  P.  Wing 

On  the  bill  (H.  R.  1816)  granting  an  increase  of  pension  to  William 

Freshour , 

:rkports  made  by  the  committee  on  revolutionary  claims. 

On  the  petition  of  Sarah  L.  Spring  and  Harriet  Spring,  of  Waterville, 
Maine,  heirs  of  Captain  Williams  Barker 

On  the  memorial  of  the  administrator  of  the  estate  of  the  late  Lienten- 
ftDt  Joseph  Wheaton , 

On  the  petition  of  Frederick  Vincent 

On  the  memorial  of  Sarah  S.  Stafford 

On  the  petition  of  Fanny  A.  Thompson , 
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On  the  memorial  of  the  legal  representatives  of  Colonel  Francis  Taylor 
and  Dr.  Charles  Taylor 


REPORTS  MADE  BY  THE  COMMITTEE  OX  CLALMS. 

On  the  petition  of  Dr.  Leonidas  Russell  and  his  wife,  Martha  L.  House 

Russell 

On  the  petition  of  Dr.  J.  Milton  Best 

On  the  bill  (8.  94)  for  the  relief  of  Miss  Keturah  Cole 

On  the  petition  of  Mary  M.  Clark 

On  the  petition  of  the  United  States  Express  Company 

On  the  bill  (S.  97}  for  the  relief  of  William  Henry  Otis 

On  the  petition  of  Horace  Tyler. 


On  the  petition  of  Charles  and  Henry  W.  Spencer 

On  the  memorial  of  Phcebe  Hepburn 

On  the  memorial  of  T.  T.  Garrard  and  others 

On  the  memorial  of  Thomas  M.  Redd 

On  the  memorial  of  J.W.  Parish  &  Co 

On  the  memorial  of  William  H.  Colledge 

On  the  memorial  of  D.  Jay  Brown 

On  the  bill  (H.  R  112)  for  the  relief  of  G.  S.  Baker 

On  the  bill  (S.  59)  authorizing  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  settle 
and  pay  the  accounts  of  ColonelJames  F.  Jaquess 

On  the  petition  of  John  B.  Wolf  and  Jacob  H.  Brown 

On  the  }>etition  of  Elizabeth  Winter 

On  the  petition  of  Beverly  M.  Botts,  Rosalie  S.  Lewis,  Isabella  McLean 
Lewis,  and  Mary  Minor  Hoxsey 

On  the  petition  of  Lewis  Johnson,  Lewis  J.  Davis,  and  David  Walker, 
bankers 

On  the  petition  of  James  A.  Waymire 

On  the  bill  (S.  260)  together  with  the  petition  of  loyal  citizens  of  Lou- 
doun County,  Virginia,  praying  compensation  for  property  destroyed 
by  fire,  and  for  live-stock  taken  for  the  use  of  the  Army 

On  the  petition  of  Harlow  J.  Phelps 

On  the  memorial  of  William  Broaaus 

On  the  petition  of  Caleb  White  and  Bettie  A.  Thomas 

On  the  bill  (S.  96)  for  the  relief  of  Cowan  and  Dickinson 

On  the  bill  (S.  160)  relative  to  claims  of  certain  northern  creditors 

On  the  bill  (S.  196)  for  the  relief  of  the  owners  of  the  bark  A  1 

On  the  bill  (S.  95)  for  the  relief  of  Minerva  Lewis 

On  the  bill  (S.  199)  for  the  relief  of  L.  Merchant  &  Co 

On  the  claims  of  Joseph  Segar 

On  the  petition  of  Milo  Pratt 

On  the  bill  (S.  79)  for  the  relief  of  Dudley  D.  Smith 

On  the  claim  of  Julius  Frank 

On  the  memorial  of  Brevet  Bri^ulier  General  B.  S.  Roberts 

On  the  petition  of  George  W.Jones 

On  the  petition  of  Mary  J.  McMullin 

On  the  memorial  of  L.  Merchant  &Co 

On  the  memorial  of  John  Potts 

On  the  petition  of  Simon  Van  Etten 

On  the  memorial  of  Robert  Lowry 

On  the  bill  (H.  R.  1288)  for  the  relief  of  Shuman  S.  Bailey 

On  the  bill  (H.  R.  2042)  for  the  relief  of  Fannie  M.  Jackson 

On  the  bill  (H.  R.  1700)  for  the  relief  of  Battelle  &  Evans 

On  the  bill  (H.  R.  2046)  for  the  relief  of  Theodore  Adams 

On  the  petition  of  James  M.  Ellison 

On  the  bill  (S.  162)  to  refund  certain  moneys  now  standing  to  the  credit 
of  the  Navy  pension  fiind 

On  the  petition  of  Dr.  John  H.  McQuown 

On  the  bill  (S.  569)  with  the  petition  of  Thomas  B.  Wallace 

On  the  petition  of  James  A.  Harrold 

On  the  bill  (S.  526)  for  the  relief  of  Ambrose  Morrison 

On  the  bill  (S.  377)  for  the  relief  of  the  legal  representatives  of  George 
T.Wiggins 

On  the  petition  of  James  and  Emma  S.  Cameron 
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On  the  claim  of  John  W.  Smith 

On  the  petition  of  Margaret  B.Franks 

On  the  bill  (H.  R.  1942)  for  the  relief  of  D.  C.  Farrell 

On  the  bill  ( H.  R.  1565)  for  the  relief  of  Naomi  Stevens 

On  the  bill  (S.  882)  to  authorize  the  settlement  of  the  claim  of  the  Wil- 
mington and  Manchester  Kailroad  Company 

On  the  petition  of  Edward  Hedley 

(hi  the  memorial  of  A.  W.  Moss 

On  the  petition  of  Bernard  Hess 

On  the  memorial  of  L.  C.  P.  Cowper 

On  the  petition  of  Caleb  H.  Blood 

On  the  bUl  (H.  R.  1044)  for  the  relief  of  Edward  T.  Gates 

(hi  the  bill  (S.  355)  on  the  claim  of  Ingersoll  &.  Graham 

(hi  the  }>etition  of  William  Alcorn 

On  the  petition  of  Mrs.  Annie  Dorsey  Reeves 

On  the  bill  (8.  166)  for  the  relief  of  David  Braden 

On  the  petition  of  David  Kleinman 

On  the  bill  (S.  198)  for  the  relief  of  Warren  &  Moore 

On  the  bill  (H.  R.  1551)  for  the  relief  of  8.  B.,  G.  W.,  and  John  W.  MitcheU 

On  the  claim  of  A.Grant  &,  Co * 

On  the  petition  of  A.  Gordon  Millin 

On  the  bill  (H.R.639)  for  the  relief  of  Jane  A.  Green 

On  the  petition  and  accompanying  papers  of  the  State  of  Nevada 

On  the  memorial  of  William  L.  Utley 

On  the  bill  (H.  R.  1945)  for  the  relief  of  E.  W.  Whitaker 

On  the  petition  of  Mrs.  Elizabeth  B.  McCormick 

On  the  memorial  of  the  governor  of  the  State  of  Tennessee 

On  the  bill  (H.  R.  1261)  for  the  relief  of  Thomas  D.  West 

On  the  bill  (H.  R.  1274)  for  the  relief  of  Thomas  F.  Spencer 

On  the  biU  (S.663)  for  the  relief  of  David  L.  Wright 

On  the  letter  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  submitting  the  claim  of  S.  E.  Ward. 

On  the  papers  for  the  relief  of  Dr.  Edward  N.  cSvert 

On  the  bill  (H.  R.  887)  for  the  relief  of  Samuel  Black  and  Albert  R.  Cooper. 
On  the  bill  (H.  R.  114)  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  of  Lieutenant-Colonel 

Hnmphrey  M.Woodyard 

On  the  petition  of  John  A.  Hipkins 

On  the  memorial  of  Messrs.  Woodhonse,  Southmayd,  and  Rndd 

On  the  bill  (S.  414)  for  the  relief  of  William  S.  Mitchell 

On  the  bill  (S.1017)  for  the  relief  of  Alex.  McLeod 

On  thei>etition  of  Levi  J.  Powell 

On  the  bill  (H.R.2900)  for  the  relief  of  S.  D.  Cochran 

REPORTS  MADE  BY  THE  COMMITTEE  ON  PATENTS. 

On  the  bill  (S.  476)  for  the  extension  of  letters-patent  to  Alexander 

Smith  and  Halcyon  Skinner 

On  the  petition  of  Frederick  P.  Dimpfel 

On  the  memorial  of  John  B.Emerson 

On  the  memorial  of  Joseph  W.  Fowle 

On  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Charles  P.  S.  Wardwell 

On  the  petition  of  Sarah  S.  Trapp .' 

On  bill  (S.  599)  panting  a  pension  to  Julia  Belle  Dunlap 

On  the  application  for  an  extension  of  patent  to  Uairvey  W.  Sabin 

REPORT  M.iDE  DY  THE  COMMITTEE  ON  TERRITORIES. 

On  the  bill  (8.  360)  to  establish  the  Territory  of  Ojibway,  and  provide 
a  temporary  government  therefor • 


REPORT  MADE  BY  THE  COMMITTEE  ON  INVESTIGATION  AND  RETRENCH- 
MENT. 

On  the  New  York  custom-house  investigation (parts  1, 2, 3)  | 
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UPORT  MADE  BY  THE  COMMITTEE  ON  THE  UBVSE8  OF  THE  MIS8I8SirPI 

lUVER. 

On  an  expenditare  of  thirty-8ix  millions  of  dollars  for  the  improvenieot 
of  the  Mississippi  River 


KSPORT  MADE  BY  THE  COMMITTEE  TO  INQUIRE  INTO  CERTAIN  ALLEGA- 
TIONS AGAINST  HON.  POWELL  CLAYTON. 


On  certain  charges. 


REPORTS  MADE    BY  THE  JOINT    SELECT    COMMITTEE    ON  ALLEGED    OUT- 
RAGES IN  THE  SOUTHERN  STATES. 

To  inqniie  into  the  condition  of  the  late  inanrrectionary  States.  Rec- 
usant witnesses 

Relative  to  certain  testimony  affecting  the  standing  of  one  of  the  Sen- 
ators and  certain  members  of  the  House  of  Representatives  from 
Arkansas 

Southern  outrages •. (parts  1  to  13) 


REPORT  MADE  BY  THE  COMMITTEE  ON  PRINTING. 

On  the  bill  (S.  426)  for  the  relief  of  Thomas  Allen 


XBPORT  MADE  BY  THE  COMMITTEE  ON  INVESTIGATION  OF  SALE  OF  ORD- 
NANCE. 


On  sale  of  ordnance  stores. 
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Namber. 
From  the  Committee  on  Privileges  and  Elections : 

By  Mr.  Carpenter 10,146 

By  Mr.  Logan 58,224 

By  Mr.Thunnan 226,231 

From  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations : 

By  Mr.  Hamlin 42 

From  the  Committee  on  Finance : 

By  Mr.  Ames 28,71 

BvMr.  Bayard,  (part  2) 87 

Bv  Mr.  Morrill 87 

BvMr.  Scott 11,30,72,108 

By  Mr.  Sherman 59,169 

From  the  Committee  on  Commerce: 

By  Mr.  Chandler 223 

From  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs  and  the  Militia ; 

BvMr.  West 114- 

By  Mr.  Wilson 17,23,74,210 

From  the  Committee  on  Naval  AfEairs: 

By  Mr.  Anthony 40,54,165 

ByMr.Cragin 122,163,172,179 

By  Mr.  Ferry 77,132 

By  Mr  Nye 36,37 

ByMr.  Osbom 182,184,222 

By  Mr.  Stockton : 159,201 

From  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary : 

By  Mr.  Carpenter 21 

By  Mr.  Tmmhull 16,90 

From  the  Committee  on  Post-Offlces  and  Post-Roads : 

By  Mr.  Cole 19,33 

By  Mr.  Ferry 32,130,139,168,191,192,193,194,195,229 

By  Mr.  GUbert 186 

By  Mr.  Hamlin 12,48 

By  Mr.  Kelly 49,73,107 

By  Mr.  Ramsey 20,25,31,62,143,160 

From  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands : 
By  Mr.  Osborne 141 

From  the  Committee  on  Private  Land  Claims: 
By  Mr.  Blair 24,61 

From  the  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs : 

By  Mr.  Buckingham 79,121,176,207 

By  Mr.Corbett 38,81 

By  Mr.  Frelinghuysen 196,197 

By  Mr.  Stevenson 112 

From  the  Committee  on  Pensions : 

ByMr.  Hamilton,  of  Texas 189 

By  Mr.  Pratt....  13, 14,  52,  53,  60,  67,  69,  68,  fc9,  91,  109,  110,  111,  129,  136,  138, 155,  156, 

157,  158,  174,  175, 180,  181, 190, 198,  199,  200,  208,  215, 220 

ByMr.  Tipton 18 

From  the  Committee  on  Revolutionary  Claims : 

ByMr.  Hill 144 

By  Mr.  Norwood 102 

ByMr.  Pool.. .5 105,164,221,225 
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From  the  Committee  on  ClaimB: 

ByMr.  Boreman 80,95,106,173,187,188 

By  Mr.  Davis,  of  West  Virginia 104, 113, 128, 133, 177,211 

By  Mr.  Howe 9,  76,  78,  82,  83,  84,  98, 116,  125, 131,  161, 166, 178 

By  Mr.  Pratt 8,  43,  46,  50,  51,  55, 56,  57,  68,  85,  86,  92,  93,  94, 103, 120.  127, 134, 137, 

140^  142,  145, 162,  202,  203,  204,  205, 206 

ByMr.  Scott 26,27,29,44, 118, 124, 126,  135,  149, 167, 17J 

ByMr.Windom 115,117,123,212,214,230 

By  Mr.  Wright 45,  63,  64,  65,  66,  96,  97,  99, 100, 101, 119, 147, 148, 150, 151, 152, 153 

154,215,216,217,218,219 

From  the  Committee  on  Patents : 

ByMr.  Carpenter 39 

By  Mr.  Ferry,  of  Connecticut 70,209 

By  Mr.  Hamilton,  of  Maryland 75 

By  Mr.  Morrill,  of  Maine 35 

ByMr.Windom 22,185 

From  the  Committee  on  Territories : 
By  Mr.  Boreman 34 

From  the  Committee  on  Investigation  and  Betrenchment: 
By  Mr.  Howe 227 

From  the  Committee  on  the  Levees  of  the  Mississippi  River : 
ByMr.  Alcorn 170 

From  the  Committee  to  Investigate  Certain  Allegations  against  the  Hon. 
Mr.  Clayton : 
By  Mr.  Morrill,  of  Maine... ^ 232 

From  the  Committee  to  Investigate  Alleged  Outrages  in  the  Southern  States: 

ByMr.  Scott 6,7,15,41 

By  Mr.  Pool 22B 

From  the  Committee  on  Printing : 
ByMr.  Casserly 47 

From  the  Committee  on  Investigation  of  Sales  of  Ordnance : 
By  Mr.  Carpenter 18S 
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THE  KU-KLUX  CONSPIRACY. 


This  report  consiBts  of  thirteen  voliimes. 

Tolume  I  contains  the  report  of  the  committee  and  the  views  of  the  minority. 

Yolame  II  contains  the  testimony  taken  by  the  committee  in  relation  to  North  Caro- 
lina, and  the  report  of  the  trials  in  the  United  States  circuit  court  held  at  Haleigh, 
Xorth  Carolina. 

Volnmes  III,  IV,  and  V  contain  testimony  taken  by  the  committee  in  relation  to 
South  Carolina,  and  the  report  of  the  trials  in  the  United  States  circuit  court  held  at 
Columbia,  South  Carolina.    Index  to  the  three  volumes  is  contained  in  volume  III. 

Volumes  VI  and  VII  contain  testimony  taken  by  the  committee  in  relation  to  Geor- 
gia.   Index  is  contained  in  volume  VI. 

Volumes  YIII,  IX,  and  X  contain  testimony  taken  by  the  committee  in  relation  to 
Alabama.     Index  is  contained  in  volume  VIII. 

Volumes  XI  and  XII  contain  testimony  taken  by  the  committee  in  relation  to  Mis- 
siHsippi.    luilex  is  contained  in  volume  XI. 

Volume  XIII  contains  miscellaneous  testimony  taken  by  the  committee,  testimony 
iu  rvlation  to  Florida,  and  miscellaneous  documents. 
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A. 

Page. 

Aberdeen,  meeting  to  condemn  Ea-Kloz  at 782,791,861,862 

Abnham, .(colored,)  whipping  of 436 

AcU  of  the  legislature  of  Missiasippi 884-888 

ADAM.  G.  GORDON,  testimony  of 60-63 

lendent  of  Vicksburgh 60 

lawyer ;  United  States  district  attorney  in  1868,  and  resigned  in  1869 61 

execution  of  the  laws,  &c 61,62 

8,  Thomas  W.,  whipping  of 257 

AlM^RmA,  armed  men  carrying  colored  men  from  Meridian  to  : 

French's  account  of. 6,8,9,18 

Smith's , 64,65,69,78-80 

Ford's 100,102-105,109,122,123 

Whitaker's 170,171,200,201 

Sessions's 210 

outrages  in^ississippi  by  persons  from 60,249-252 

Aloorn  County,  killed  in:  (for  pages  see  names  elsewhere,) Turner, 


Williams — 2 ;  whipped  in :  Edmund  Glenn,  John  Glenn,  Andy  Graham,  Fanny 
Honeysuckle,  George  Maybray,  George  Shubble,  £.  J.  Stubblefield,  Green 

Williams — 8;  killed  in  :  (names  not  given) 1153 

ALGOOD,  JEFFERSON  B.,  testimony  of 499-510 

resident  of  Noxubee  County ;  a  planter ;  native  of  SouUi  Carolina ;  candidate 

for  board  of  supervisors 499 

was  a  slave-trader 508 

Judge  Ames,  superintendent  of  education,  notified  by  the  Grand  Cyclops  to 

resign  his  position,  and  witness  warned 499 

killing  of  Mr.  Charles  Wisslor ;  the  *' White  Rose'' organization,  and  **The 

Sonsof  the  South" 501 

Mr.  Dericut  prevented  from  teaching ;  school-house  and  church  burned 502 

opposition  to  colored  schools 502  507 

esect  upon  the  negroes  of  En-Klux  outrages 502 

depreciation  of  the  value  of  land ;  general  treatment  of  northern  settlers ;  whites 

reconciled  to  negro  suffrage 503 

witness's  views  as  to  the  Ku-Klux  order ;  relative  rate  of  taxation 504 

killing  of  a  white  man  at  a  nean'o  meeting,  and  one  in  Lowndes  County 505 

killingof  Mr.  Shipley  by  Mr.  Wiasler;  killingof  Mr.  Wissler 506 

school-tax 507 

administration  of  county  affairs 509 

Alibi,  the  only  line  of  defense 929,930,933,934 

Allen,  Joseph,  whipping  of 424 

Allen,  Miss  Sarah  A. ,  compelled  to  discontinue  her  school 777, 778, 820, 1 022 

ALLEN,  Miss  SARAH  A.,  testimony  of 777-779 

resident  of  Geneseo,  Illinois;  engaged  in  teaching  in  Lowndes  County;  taught 

a  colored  school  in.Monroe  County 777 

was  visited  by  disguised  men  and  warned  to  leave 777,778 

discoDtinned  her  school ;  character  of  the  disguises  worn 778 

nearly  all  the  schools  in  Monroe  County  broken  up ;  complaints  against  the 

school  tax 779 

Amee,  Judge,  superintendent  of  education,  notified  to  resign 499 

Amnesty,  disabilities.  &c 289,309,310,383,414,447,791,792 

ANDERSON,  JOHN  H..  testimony  of .....1137-1145 

resident  of  Monroe  County;  a  farmer;  deputy  sheriff 1137 

aiepublican  and  Clay  whig 1142 

Sanders  Iilint  and  his  two  sons  tiJcen  from  Jail ;  the  latter  killed ;  whipping  of 

Santee  Butler,  Aleck  Willis,  and  Simon  Dunham 1138,1144 

the  Kn-Klux  Klan  and  Seventy-Six  in  Monroe  County ^  1138, 1139, 1 141, 1145 

invited  tojoin  the  Ku-Klux  order  by  Nathan  Pulham 1141-1143 

kiiUngof  Mr.  Trailer ;  killing  of  Mr.  Ganrett  by  Hendricks 1143 

Andy  Bums  shot  at 1138,1144 
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ANDERSON,  LYDIA,  (colored,)  testimony  of 510-613 

resident  of  Noxubee  County 510 

whipping  of  witness 510-513 

and  Aleck  Hughes;  killing  of  Solomon  Triplett 512 

and  George  Murph 512,513 

whipping  of  Nathan  Campbell ;  killings  of  Peter  Gregory -.--  513 

Anonymous  threatening  letters 5,76,87,90,91,92 

Arms,  practice  of  carrying 567 

Arnold,  Mr.,  visited  and  compelled  to  do  justice  to  a  negro 1186 

Artesia,  disturbance  at : 

Algood's  account  of 550 

Jamagin's  account  of 530,531 

Rives's  account  of 556,557 

Powers's  account  of 601-«)3 

Lewis's  account  of. 680-692 

Orr*s  account  of - 711-718 

Nelson's  account  of 895-899 

Brothers's  account  of 1001-1017 

Bliss's  account  of. - 1030-1036 

Perkins's  account  of 1167-1171 

Atkins,  Ab.,  killings  of 361 

Atkins,  Joseph,  whipping  of .,. 1151 

Avery,  John  W.,  orderedto  quit  teaching 1150 

B. 

Bailey,  Drury,  outrages  upon  and  subsequent  killing  of 1029,  1030 

BASKERVILLE,  CHARLES,  testimony  of 374-416 

resident  of  Noxubee  County  since  1666 374,391 

resident  of  Lowndes  County  from  1851  to  1866 374,391 

native  of  Virginia ;  planter  and  merchant ;  lieutenant  colonel  of  cavalry  in 
confederate  army ;  general  agent  for  Alabama  and  Mississippi  of  National 

Insurance  Company 374 

postmaster  in  Virginia  thirty-five  years  ago 383 

dismissed  Yankee  soldier  from  teaching  school  on  his  plantation 384 

disguised  men,  operations  of,  &c 375,  376,  392,  393, 411,  412 

disguised  men,  country  store  broken  up  by 376,  393 

disabilities,  removal  of 383,  414 

colored  people,  behavior  of 382 

colored  people,  marked,  interrupt  fair  in  colored  church  in  Macon 375,  392,  395,  399 

killing  of  "Bully  Jack,"  (colored) 386,396 

killing  of  Dick  Malone,  (colored) 376,  394,395 

whipping  of Harston,  (colored) *. 395 

whipping  of  Isham  Lowry,  (colored) 395 

whipping  of  Colonel  A.  P.  Huggins,(white)... 385,  396,397 

Ku-Klux  trials  at  Oxford 378,  379,  380,  381,  382,  400,  401,  410 

Ku-Klux,  demonstrations  in  favor  of 382 

Eu-Klux,  no  arrests  by  State  authorities  of 40O 

school-houses  burned 402 

school-tax,  &c 384,385,395,407,411 

negro  suflFrage 413,414 

concerning  W.  W.  Chisolm,  witness 391 

concerning  John  R.  TaliafeiTO,  witness 476,477,486-491,403-405,409-412 

concerning  Union  Leagues .  .^ 383,388 

Beckwith,  Joseph,  hanging  of 888,889,1040 

BECKWITH,  JOSEPH,  (colored,)  testimony  of 888-890 

resident  of  Lowndes  County 888 

taken  out  bv  disguised  men  and  hanged  three  times 888-889 

character  of  the  disguises  worn 889,890 

Behavior  of  colored  people 234,255,261,298,338,351,364,382,542 

Bell,  Mrs.  Ada,  entrance  of  soldiers  into  chamber  of.  .825, 827, 840, 871, 872, 9 12,' 913, 998, 999 
Bird,  Allen,  beaten  and  shot  to  death  in  jail : 

CoIeman^s  account  of 486 

Cooper's  account  of..... — 495 

Powers*s  account  of 587 

Metts's  account  of 643-646 

Rives's  account  of 656,658 

Judge  Orr's  account  of. 698,708,709 

Blihop,  J.  N.,  president  of  board  of  school-directors,  relative  to 744,746,747,757,758 
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BISHOP,  JOSEPH  N.,  testimony  of.--.: 1J72-1175 

resident  of  Lowndes  County ;  superintendent  of  education 1 172 

relative  to  the  levy  of  school-tax  m  the  county ;  condition  of  the  county  as  to 
school-houses  at  the  time  of  the  inauguration  of  the  common-school  system,        1172 

statistics  of  expenditures  for  school  purposes  in  the  county 1173-1175 

Blake,  Frank,  whipping  of,  for  being  a  democrat 104S 

BUSS,  E.RAYMOND,  testimony  of 1030-1036 

resident  of  Lowndes  County 1031 

details  of  the  disturbance  at  Artesia,  and  the  killing  of  Lee  and  Uie  subsequent 

investigations 1030-1036 

Booth,  Miss,  ordered  to  quit  teaching 665,666 

Bowler,  Mr.,  shooting  while  resisting  arrest  of 1042 

Boyd,  Armistead,  whipping  of 1087,1095,1157 

Boyd,  Charles,  whipping  of 1157 

Boyd,  Mr.,  closing  of  school  of '         848 

BramleUe,  Judge,  killing  of ....10,70,99,176,183,210,221 

Bresle,  Early,  shotat 1157 

Bridges,  Mr.,  Ellen  Grayson's  son  taken  from  custody  of,  and  assauft  upon : 

Davis's  account  of 475 

Jamagin's  account  of 518,519,522 

Kives's  account  of. .' 562 

8mith*8  account  of. 573,574 

Clay's  account  of. 604,605 

Rice's  account  of 609>619 

Judge  Orr's  account  of 598,708,709 

Brookbaven,  mayorof,  killing  of  the 302 

Brooks,  Hardin,  identified  by  Smith 575 

Brooks,  Joseph,  whipping  of 1087, 1095, 1157 

Brooksville,  disturbance  near 556, 568 

BBOTHERS,  OSCAR  C,  testimony  of 1001-1021 

resident  of  Artesia ;  a  physician 1 001 

surgeon  in  the  confederate  army 1020 

details  of  the  disturbance  at  Artesia,  and  the  killing  of  Lee,  and  subsequent 

proceedings 1001-1017 

what  witness  knows  of  the  "Native  Sons  of  the  South " 1017-1021 

Brown,  Jerry,  kilUng  of 487,492,495,573 

Brown,  Mr.,  killing  of 563 

Brown,  Mr.,  orders  to  quit  teaching 666 

Buford,  Mr.,  killing  of  Mr.  Cherry  by 657 

Bomings: 

school-houses  and  churches  in  Noxubee  County 477, 478, 502, 528, 539, 629 

in  Winston  County 467,493,587,588,601,640,650,699,1150 

in  Lee  County 823,912,922,1021,1166 

school-houses  in  Oktibbeha  County 989 

in  Monroe  County 779,921,1021 

in  Chickasaw  County 1021 

churches  in  Alabama '. 572 

assessor's  office  in  Chickasaw  County : 824,840,871,912 

properties  of  various  persons,  (see  School-houses  and  Meridian) 531 

Bums,  Andy,  shotat 1138,1144 

Barton,  Mr.,  identified  by  Hicks 891 

BuUer,  Santee,  whipping  bv  negroes  of 361,362,847,879,1138,1144 


oy  negroes 
I  by  Willis 


BuUer,  WilUam,  identified  by  Willis 1184 


Campbell,  John,  robbing  of  store  of 340 

CAMPBELL,  GEORGE  W.,  testimony  of 576-582 

Ksident  of  Noxubee ;  a  farmer ;  was'a  mechanic ;  a  magistrate 576 

testimonv  taken  by  him  as  coroner  in  the  case  of  the  killing  of  Bully  Jack ; 

Mr.  Glass  charged  by  Jack's  wife  with  being  concerned  in  the  killing 576, 578 

Leivis  Jordan  said  to  have  been  killed  by  Jenkins 577,582 

investigatlonof  the  killing  of  Jack 578,579,581 

a  negro  killed  by  Mr.  Murdock,  and  one  by  a  negro  woman 579 

copy  of  Kn-Klnx  notices  received  by  him 580,581 

kimngofDickMalone 581 

Caonon,  (Campbell. )  Nathan,  whipping  of 485, 466, 491 ,  493, 513, 638, 647 

Carlisle,  Coleman,  identified  by  Coleman 488 
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CARPENTER,  EDMUND  L.,  testimony  of 619-625 

resident  of  Noxubee  County ;  a  fanner  and  planter 619 

Sam  Coger  still  alive;  killing  of  Dick  Malone 619 

whipping  of  Isham  Lowrj 619,620 

shooting  of  Sam  Coger 621,622 

witness's  views  as  to  Ku-Klux 622-625 

miscegenation 623,624 

Carroll  County,  state  of  affairs  in 588 

CARTER,  EDWARD,  (colored, ;  testimony  of 1083-1085 

a  school-teacher 1083 

resident  of  Sanford,  Alabama 1084 

visited  by  disguised  men,  shot  at,  and  he  and  his  familv  driven  from  home ; 

his  daughter  ravished  by  John  Cook  and  Diller  Luddith 1064 

CASON,  JEREMIAH  H.,  testimony  of. 1129-1133 

resident  of  Columbus ;  a  minister  of  the  Baptist  Church 1 129 

character  and  standing  of  H.  B.  Whitfield;  his  business  affairs 1130-1133 

Cherry,  Mr.,  killing  of,  by  Mr.  Buford 657 

Chestnut,  Charles,  killifUg  and  throwing  in  a  well  of 226 

Chickasaw  County,  burning  of  assessor's  office  in .  .824, 840, 871, 912, 1024, 1025, 1074, 1077 

of  school- houses  in 1021 

killed  in :  Drury  Bailey— 1 ;  shot  at  in.  Early  Bresle,  Gardner— 2 ; 

whipped  in  :  £2.  C.  Echols  and  wife,  Cornelius  McBride— 3 ;  shooting  in : 
Wesley  Pulliam — 1,  (for  page  see  name  elsewhere.) 

Chisolm,  W.  W.,  (witness, )  testimony  concerning 391 

CHISOLM,  W.  W.,  testimony  of 246-265 

resident  of  De  Ealb,  Kemper  County,  for  eighteen  or  twenty  years ;  native  of 
Georgia ;  elected  magistrate  when  twenty-one  or  twenty-two  years  of  age, 
and  probate  judge  before  and  after  the  war ;  at  present  sheriff  of  Kemper 

County 246 

republican 252 

raid  of  armed  men  from  Alabama 249,250,251,252 

alarm  among  white  and  colored  people ., 253 

Kemper  County,  lawlessness  and  crime  in 246 

Kemper  County,  white  and  colored  voters  about  equal  in 253, 264 

Kemper  County,  republican  majority  in 253 

disguised  men,  operations  of,  &c 248, 252, 253, 258, 259, 260, 262, 264 

disguised  men,  attack  on  Colonel  Powers's  plantation  by 248, 249 

disguised  men,  operations  in  Kemper  County  by 256,264 

disguised  men,  operations  in  Noxubee  County  by 254 

disguised  men,  witnesses  afraid  to  testify  against 255 

disguised  men,  reorganizing  under  name  of  *'  Seventy-Six  " 257, 258 

concerning  John  W.  Gully 248, 250, 252, 255, 256. 258, 262, 263, 264, 265 

concerning  Dr.  Fox 255,256,258 

whipping  of  Thomas  W.  Adams,  (white) 257 

whipping  of  Henry  Gregor,  (colored) 256 

shooting^  of  Captain  Rush,  deputy  sheriff 247,248,254,256,264 

concerning  J.  Aaron  Moore,  (colored, )  representative! 254 

riot  at  Meridian 254 

colored  churches  and  school>houses  burned 260 

teachers  of  colored  schools  threatened 261 

behavior  of  colored  people 261 

education  of  colored  people 264 

Churches,  burning  of,  in  Noxubee  County 502,528,539,629 

in  Lee  County -. 823,912,922,1166 

in  Winston  County 587,588,601 

n  Alabama 572 

CLARK,  HENRY,  testimony  of 1086-1100 

a  detective  in  the  employ  of  Colonel  WeUs 1068 

was  a  scout;  a  prisoner  at  Andersonville ^ 1088|1098 

a  native  of  Missouri 1097 

on  a  surveying  par^  in  New  Mexico 1098 

his  investigation  of^the  Ku-Klux  Klan  of  Tippah  County 1096, 1088, 1089, 1094, 

1095,1096,1099 

whipping  of  Silas  Mask 1086,1098,1099 

Harris  Taylor  and  A.  Woods,  captains  of  the  Klan 1086 

Widow  Sykes*s  house  visited  ana  she  ordered  to  leave ;  her  daughter  frightened 

till  she  became  insane 1086,1087,1096,1097 

whipping  of  Tillman  Green,  Armistead  Boyd,  Albert  Thomas,  and  Joseph 
Brooks 1087,1095 
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CliABK,  HENRT,  testimony  of— Continued. 

killing  of  Dillard,  said  to  have  been  done  by  Judge  Pollard ;  twelve  or  fifteen 

cases  of  whipping  in  Tippah  County 1088 

organization  called  the  "fiobertson  Family  " 1089,1091,1092 

Native  Sons  of  the  South 1089,1090,1091 

Drs.  Cannon  and  Bonsall  arrested  for  violating  the  enforcement  act  in  arrest- 
ing Miller  and  Rose  without  a  warrant 1090,1091 

Saddler,  sheriff  of  Pontotoc,  the  head  of  the  Robertson  Family  and  a  member 

of  the  Ku-Klux  Klan 1089,1093 

CLAY,  MATTHEW,  testimony  of 604-609 

resident  of  Noxubee  County ;  a  planter 604 

affidavit  of  witness  relative  to  the  assault  upon  Bridges  by  negroes,  and  cor- 
recting misrepresentations  in  H.  B.  Whitfield's  testimony 604, 605 

letter  of  Whitfield  to  witness,  October  5,  1871,  explaining  his  testimony  before 

investigfatmg  committee 605,606 

the  taking  of  the  negro  from  Bridges 606,607 

Coekerman,  Frank,  whipping  of 1081,1083 

Cockrell,  Mr.,  burning  of  house  of 531 

C<^r,  Sam,  killing  of 224,2-27,241,242,471 

Ck)ger,  Sam,  still  living 549,550,619 

Coger,  Sam,  shooting  of 621,622 

Cote, ,  killing  of 589 

Coleman.  Mr.,  burning  of  store  of 531 

Coleman,  Robin,  whipping  of. 484,494,638,647 

Coleman,  William,  compelled  to  leave 488,495,497,498 

whipping  of 335,474,482,483,495,637,654,655 

COLEMAN,  WILLIAM,  (colored,)  testimony  of 482-492 

resident  of  Noxubee  County ;  came  from  Winston  County  in  April  last 482 

his  house  fired  into  by  the  Ku-Klux  and  witness  shot ;   was  knocked  down, 

cut  with  knives,  taken  out,  and  whipped  severely 482, 483 

character  of  the  disguises  woin 483,484 

whipping  of  Mordecai  Mitchell,  Robin  Coleman,  and  George  Gladney ;  Sam 

McMillan  shot  at 484 

virhipping  of  Nathan  Cannon 485,486,491 

killing  of  Solomon  Triplett ;  Allen  Bird  beaten  and  shot  to  death  in  jail 486 

Peter  Cooper,  school  teacher,  driven  off ;  colored  scnool-house  burned 487 

killing  of  Jerry  Brown 387,492 

no  white  man  punished  for  these  outrages  ;  colored  people  forced  to  lie  out  at 
nights ;  identities  Coleman  Carlisle,  J.  Boyd  Hughes,  Theodore  Ellis,  Peter 

Eliis,  Monroe  Ellis,  Bog  Ellis,  and  Francis  Ellis 488 

Colored  churches  burned 20,260 

Compton,  Dr..  alleged  Ku-Klux  officer 884 

Conkerton,  John,  outrage  upon 1103,1104,1106 

Connell,  Alfred^  whipping  of 1151 

Connor,  William  P.,  burning  of  gin-house  of. 531 

Cook.  John,  rape  of  Edward  Carter's  daughter  by 1084 

Cooper,  Peter,  driven  from  home 487,497,639,656 

COOPER,  PETER,  (colored,)  testimony  of 492-499 

resident  of  Macon ;  came  from  Winston  County ;  a  school-teacher 492 

a  shoemaker j 493 

his  monev  taken  and  his  clothes  and  books  burned  by  the  Ku-Klux ;  school- 
house  burned;  whipping  of  Nathan  Cannon 493 

whipping  of  Mordecai  Mitchell 493,494 

whipping  of  Robin  Coleman  and  George  Gladney 494 

killing  ot  Allen  Bird  and  Jerry  Brown ;  whipping  of  Mr.  Coleman 495 

killing  of  Jerry ;  opposition  to  colored  schools 496 

William  Coleman  forced  to  leave 495,497,498 

Court-house,  disturbance  caused  by  General  Lamar  in 297, 298, 348, 850, 851 ,  91Q, 

911,1160-1162 

Courts,  State,  impossible  to  convict  Ku-Klux  in 591,697,703,705 

Cox,  Mace,  killing  of 1045,1046 

Crosby,  Andrew,  captain  of  Ku-Klux 775 

CROSBY,  EDWARD,  (colored,)  testimony  of 1133-1137 

resides  ten  miles  east  of  Aberdeen 1133 

Green  T.  Roberts  outraged  by  disguised  men 1133,1136 

intimidation  of  colored  republican  voters 1133-1136 

Cunningham,  Mr.,  captured  by  the  Ku-Kluz  and  not  since  heard  of 788 
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Dance,  Miss,  burniug  of  school-house  of 849 

Darden,  William,  identified  by  Hicks 891 

Darden,  William,  shooting  at  Hicks  by 1083 

DAVIS,  ALEXANDER  K.,  (colored,)  testimony  of 469-482 

resident  of  Noxubee  County ;  a  law  student ;  a  member  of  the  last  legislature.  469 

whipping  of— 

Betoey  Lucas 469,470 

Isam  Lowry  and  Eliza  Hinton 473 

Aleck  Hughes 473,474 

Bill  Coleman -  474 

Robert  Jackson 480 

C.  M.  Doss  alleeed  captain  of  Ku-Klux ;  killing  of  Sam  Coger ;  five  families 

driven  from  Mr.  May*s  place : 471 

killing  of— 

DickMalone 471,472 

Bully  Jack 472 

Johnson  Keitt  and  Solomon  Triplett 474 

Ellen  Grayson's  son 475 

man.  (name  not  given) 475,476 

Mr.  Wissler 476 

Mr.  Shipley  by  Charles  Wissler 480,481 

witness's  knowledge  of  the  "White  Rose*'  and  of  Eu-Eluz,  as  obtained  from 

J.  8.  Taliaferro 476,477 

colored  school-house  at  Shuqualak  and  at  Brooksville  burned 477 

three  white  school-houses  burned ;  sentiment  as  to  colored  schools ;  witnesses 

afraid  to  testify 478 

negroes  generally  republican 479 

court  broken  up  by  Charles  M.Doss 479,460 

Davis,  Joseph,  Gholson's  statement  relative  to  testimony  of 835 

Reynolds's 903,907,908,910 

turned  State's  evidence  against  Ku-Klux 270, 278-281 ,  295, 356 

DAVIS,  JOSEPH,  (colored,)  testimony  of 808-819 

resident  of  Monroe  County  for  six  or  seven  years ;   was  in  the  confederate 

service ? 809 

a  radical 813 

was  forced  to  join  the  Ku-Klux-Klan  by  Jasper  Webb,  Andrew  Pope,  Whit- 
field Pope,  and  Thomas  Malone ;  wentonaraid 808 

whipping  and  killing  of  Jack  Dnpree 808,809 

Heniy  Hatch  and  Michael  Forshee  forced  to  join  the  Ku-Klux  Klan ;  Bnrrill 

Willis  and  Jefferson  Willis  joined  voluntarily 809 

kinds  of  disguises  worn 810,815 

went  for  Aleck  Pope  on  second  raid,  but  did  not  catch  him 810 

whipping  and  hanging  of  Aleck  Pope 810,811 

whipping  of  Rhett  Willis  and  Simon  Dunham :  killing  of  Abram  Wamble  ...  811 

mode  of  Ku-Klux  operations 813 

witness  and  others  bribed  not  to  betray  the  Ku-Klnx 817, 818 

Davis,  Miss  Anna,  outrages  upon 823 

Davis,  Miss  Anna,  character  of    839,912,922,1075,1165 

Dericut,  Mr.,  prevented  from  teaching 502 

Diggs,  Frank,  mail-agent,  killing  of 74 

Dillard,  Mr.,  killing  of 1088,1101,1104,1105 

Disabilities,  amnesty,  &c 289,  .309, 310, 383, 414, 447, 791, 792 

Disguised  men,  Ku-Klux,  secret  political  organizations ;  objects,  operations,  organ- 
izations, &.C.,  of: 

£ggleston*s  account  of .. .- 1,3,4,5 

French's  account  of 14,15,16 

Jacobson's  account  of .54,57-59 

Floumoy's  account  of 82-85,87.90,91.93 

Ford's  account  of 102,104,112,114,116,122,123,126 

Whitaker's  account  of 190,19J,199 

Sessions's  account  of 206.209,211,212,215-217,222,224 

Chisolm's  account  of 246,248,249,252-254,256-260,262,264 

Huggins's  account  of 268,274,275,278,286,287 

Morns's  account  of 299,302-304,312 

McBride's  account  of 327,330,338,342 

Holman's  account  of 348,358 

Little's  account  of 365 

BaskerviUe's  account  of ^..375,392,411,412 
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Disgnifled  men,  &e. — Continned. 

Whitfield's  account  of. 417,426,430,434,435,438,442,458 

Picketfs  account  of 46(M65 

Diagnued  men,  confederate  soldierB  and  democrats,  members  of  bands  of 4, 287, 338, 

350,366,463 

uniforms,  costumes,  disguises,  worn  by 274, 275, 278, 327, 328, 343, 357. 467 

State  authorities  inflict  no  punishment  for  acts  of 4, 10, 16, 304, 31 1 ,  322, 33 1 , 

340,350,400,431 

witnesses  afraid  to  testify  against 255 

negroes  forced  to  join  bands  of 351,357 

(For  further  particulars  see  Ku-Elux.) 

DISMUKES,  ELISHA,  testimony  of 62ft-636 

resident  of  Noxubee  County;  a  lawyer 626 

was  quartermaster  in  rebel  army 631 

Lieutenant  Governor  Power's  statement  to  witness  relative  to  the  attack  upon 

his  house  in  Kemper  County 626,627  633 

lianging  and  shooting  of  a  negro 697,628 

intimidation  of  voters  in  Noxubee 628 

achuTch  and  two  school-houses  burned 629 

concerning  the  hillingof  George  Evans 633,634 

witness's  views  as  to  £[u-Klux  and  the  Loyal  League 634,635 

Doss,  CM.,  alleged  captain  of  Ku-Klux 471 

Do«s,C.M.,  brewing  up  of  court  by 479,480,530,1040 

Dow-Blair  Regulators 927 

Dtmcan,  Frazier,  whipping  of  wife  of 1152 

Duncan,  Matt,  killing  of  brotherof 584 

Dmming  (Dunham)  Simon,  whipping  of 774,811, 1136, 1144 

Dopree,  Jack,  killing  of: 

Huggios's  account  of 270,280 

McBride's  account  of. 339 

Holman's  account  of 356,357 

Little's  account  of. 360,362 

Whitfield's  account  of 435 

Pickett's  account  of 462 

Turner's  account  of...- 773,774 

•Lee's  account  of 786 

XHtvis's  account  of 808,809 

Gholson's  account  of 829,847,879 

Beynolds's  account  of. 903,927 

E. 

Caves,  Buck,  identified  by  Coleman 1151 

Eaves,  Mr.,  school-scrip  taken  from  and  burned 1150 

£berts,  Mr.,  closing  of  school  of 848 

Echols,  E.  C.  whipping  of. 330,342,351,849,879,921,1153 

Echols,  E.  C,  whippingof  wife  of 1153 

Edmonds,  Nancy,  whippingof 1155 

Edncation,  negro 21,86,264,306 

opposition  to,  in  Winston  County 496,649,650 

in  Noxubee  County 502,507,572 

sentiment  of  democrats  of  Lowndes  County  as  to 680,700 

Enleston,  B.B.,  character  of 1055,1057 

EGGLESTON,  B.B.,  testunonyof 1-6 

.resident  of  Columbus,  and  assessor  of  internal  revenue 1 

went  to  Mississippi  from  Ohio 3,4 

•erved  in  Union  Army  during  the  war  from  captain  to  brigadier  general 4, 5, 6 

disguised  men,  operations  of 1,3,4,5 

disguised  men,  object  of ^ 1,4 

disguised  men,  democrats  compose  organizations  of 5 

disguised  men,  no  convictions  for  acts  of 4 

attack  upon  Mr.  Powers,  lieutenant  governor ! 2,3 

attack  upon  Colonel  Floumoy 3 

anonymous  threatening  letters 5 

pezBons  whipped 1»3,4 

fireedomof  political  opinion 2 

execution  of  the  laws,  dx..^ 2,4 

Union  Leagues 6 

£Uifl,Bog,  identified  by  Coleman 488 
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Ellis,  Francis,  identified  by  Colenuui 488 

Ellis,  Monroe,  identified  by  Coleman 488 

Ellis,  Peter,  identified  by  Coleman 488 

Ellis,  Theodore,  identified  by  Coleman * 488 

Elm,  William,  identified  by  Smith 575 

Emmons,  Mr.,  outra^s  upon 1Q23 

Enforcement  act,  effect  of •. 591 

Evans,  George,  alleged  Ku-Klux,  killing  of 583,584,633,634,794 

Execution  of  the  laws,  secnrity  of  person  and  property  &c.,  as  testified  to  by — 

Eggleston 2,4 

French 14 

Jacobson.... 53,55,57 

Adam 61,62 

Smith 80 

Floumoy 91,95 

Ford 96 

Whitaker 165,167,186,201 

Sessions 209 

Taliaferro 224,244 

Chisolm 253 

Huggins 286 

Morris 299,300 


Farmer,  H.  W.,  ordered  to  qnit  teaching 676,899 

Farmer,  H.  W.,  whipping  of 277,415,444 

Farmer,  Mr.,  knocked  down  by  a  negro 556,568 

Flint,  Sanders,  and  his  sons,  Joseph  and  Willis,  taken  from  the  Athens  jail ;  the  two 

latter  killed 263,269,359,786,803-806,843,844,860,861,879,1138,1144 

FLINT,  SANDERS,  (colored,)  testimony  of. 803-808 

resident  of  Monroe  County 803 

he  and  his  sons  Joseph  and  Willis  taken  from  jail  by  Robert  Park,  Samuel 
Young,  Zachariah  Westbrooks,  Williamson  Westbrooks,  Bluford  West- 
brooks,  Purnell  Smith,  Click  Marshall,  and  Heniy  Hall ;  he  escaped ;  his 

two  sons  were  killed 803*806 

his  propertyseized  by  Aleck  Smith 806,807 

drowning  of  a  woman  ;  killing  of  Dick  Hendricks 807 

Flbumoy.  Colonel,  attack  by  disguised  men  upon 3, 83, 84, 85, 88, 89, 90, 94, 302, 437, 

460,461,465,466,467,468 

FLOURNOY,  ROBERT  W.,  testimony  of 82-95 

resident  of  Pontotoc  County  ;   editor  and  lawyer ;  county  superintendent  of 

schools J 82 

deputy  postmaster 83 

went  to  Mississippi  in  1856 82,91 

born  in  Geor|;ia 91 

voted  forordmanco  of  secession .95 

attacked  by  disguised  men 83,84,85,88,69,90,93,94 

disguised  men,  operations  of 82,83,84,85,67,90,91,93 

anonymous  threatening  letters 87,90,91,92 

freedom  of  political  opinion 89,90 

opposition  to  colored  schools 86 

teachers  of  colored  schools  ordered  to  stop  teaching 82, 83, 86, 87 

school-houses  burned 94 

sense  of  security 91,95 

Union  Leagues 86 

FORD.  WILLIAM  C,  testimony  of 96-127 

resident  of  Meridian 96 

lawyer 96,121 

went  to  Mississippi  from  Missouri ;  served  in  confederate  army 121 

colored  men  taken  from  Meridian  by  armed  men  from  Alabama 100, 102, 103, 104, 

105, 109, 122, 123 

execution  of  the  laws,  dbc 96 

disguised  men,  operations  of,  &c 102, 104, 112, 114, 116, 122, 123, 126 

riot  at  Meridian 96,99,103,107 

riot  at  Meridian,  examination  by  Judge  Leachman  in  regard  to 115, 125 

killing  of  Judge  Bramlette 99 

killing  of Williams,  (colored) 102,114,116,125 

wounding  of Keyser,  (colored) 102,114,116 
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FORD,  WILLIAM  C,  testimony  of— Continued. 

three  negroes  bong  at  Meridian 99, 308, 117 

ooDceming  William  Storgis,  mayor 97,99,111 

concerning Price 97,100,102.109,111,119,120 

concerning  William  Dennis  alias  Clopton,  (colored)... 97, 96, 99, 102, 106-107, 113, 114, 

316,117,121 

concerning  Warren  Tyler,  (colored) 97,98,99,107,113,114,116 

concerning  J.  Aaron  Moore,  (colored)  representative 97, 98, 113, 1 16 

concerning  Adam  Eennard,  (colored) 100,112 

burning  of  8tnrgis*s  store 97,105, 106 

burning  of  J.  Aaron  Moore*s  bouse 99, 106,124 

baming  of  colored  cbnrcb  at  Meridian 99, 105,106,124 

democratic  negroes 127 

feeling  between  tbe  races 117,118,119 

Union  Leagues..... 105 

Forshee,  Micbael,  forced  to  join  tbe  Eu-Elux 809 

Foster,  Addy.  wbippine  of 339 

Foster,  Dr.,  buming  ot  store  of 531 

Fox,  Dr.,  testimony  concerning 1 255,256,258 

Frcedmen's  Bureau  tbe  cause  of  trouble 852,883 

Freedom  of  poUtical  opinion 2,55,75,81,82,89,90,214,215,301,333 

Freeman,  Mr.,  sbooting  by  tbeHigbsof 839 

Freeman,  Mr.,  rape  by 1165 

Freeman,  Mr.,  burning  of  churcb  by 1166 

FRENCH.  O.C,  testimony  of. G-23 

resident  of  Natcbez ;  member  of  legislature,  and  chairman  of  joint  committee  to 

investigate  Meridian  riot 6 

went  to  Blis^sippi  from  Ohio 17 

agent  of  Treedmen*s  Bureau 18 

executioa  of  the  laws 14 

armed  m«n  carried  colored  persons  from  Meridian  to  Alabama 6, 8, 9, 18 

disguised  men,  objects  and  operations  of 14,15,16 

disguised  men,  opinions  of  democrats  concerning 15 

disguised  men,  no  prosecutions  for  acts  of 10,16 

riot  at  Meridian..: 6-12,16,17 

riot  at  Meridian,  investigation  by  Judge  Leachman  of 10 

riot  at  Meridian,  witnesses  afraid  to  testify  concerning 7, 1 1 ,  12, 13 

killing  of  Judge  Bramlette 10 

shooting  of Kryzer 13 

attack  on  Colonel  A.  P.  Huggins 14 

three  colored  men  bung  at  Sleridian 7,10 

in  regard  to  Mayor  Sturgis 7 

in  regard  to Price 8,17 

in  regard  to  Adam  Eennard,  (colored) 8,17,19 

in  regard  to  William  Dennis,  o/ios  Clopton,  (colored) 9,10,11,14 

inregard  to  Warren  Tyler,  (colored) 9,10 

in  regard  to  J.  Aaron  Moore,  representative,  (colored) 9, 10, 17, 20 

burning  of  Sturgis*s  store 7 

burning  of  colored  churches 20 

bumuig  of  school-bouses 18,19,20 

education  of  negroes 21 

Chickasaw  school  fund 21 

opposition  to  republican  mayors 18 

legislation  in  regard  to  railroads 21,22,23 

Bute  debt 21,23 

charges  ag^nst  State  and  county  officers 20 

UnionLe^ue 16 

G. 

Galloway.  Joseph  F.,  ordered  to  quit  teaching  and  preaching 662,663,667, 1059, 1081 

GALLOWAY,  JOSEPH  F.,  testimony  of 662-675 

resident  of  Lowndes  County  ;  teacher  in  Mary's  Academy 662 

a  Congregational  preacher 665 

a  republican 670 

was  ordered  bv  Ku-Klux  to  stop  teaching 662,663 

character  of  the  disguises  worn 663 

Kendricks  warned  to  leave,  and  he  left;  Squire  Webbe  ordered  to  desist  from 
teaching 664 
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GALLOWAY.  JOSEPH  F.,  testimony  of— Continued. 

also  Mr.  Myers  and  Miss  Booth ;  received  a  letter  from  Leonard  Stewart  warn- 
ing him,  by  order  of  Ku-Kluz,  to  quit  preaching 665|666 

Brown  warned  to  quit  teaching 666 

▼isited  the  second  time  by  Ku-Klux,  and  ordered  to  qoit  preaching ;  they  were         663 

disguised  altogether  different 667 

recognized  Leonard  Stewart 668 

Albert  Hardy  visited  by  En-Klnz ;  assaulted  and  ordered  not  to  go  to  church 

•gain 669 

whipping  of  Jim  Hicks  and  wife 671,672 

whipping  of  George  Irion,  three  colored  women,  Ned  Mniphy 672 

whipping  of  Bob  Wells 672,573 

whippingof  Joe  Turner 673 

death  of  Perkins,  supposed  to  have  been  poisoned 674, 675 

Gardner, ,  shot  at... 1024,1027,1028 

Gardner,  Warren,  identified  by  Turner 771 

Garrett,  Mr.,  killing  of 836-839,868,879,911,1143 

Gessner,  Mr.,  ordered  to  quit  teaching 1022 

Gholson,S.J.,headofKu.Klux 1026,1027 

Gholson,  S.  J.,  testunony  relative  to 1022, 102.3, 1026, 1027 

GHOLSON,  SAMUEL  J.,  testimony  of 829-884 

resident  of  Monroe  County  since  1830 ;  was  a  slaveholder 641 

was  in  secession  convention ;  judge  of  the  Federal  court  for  twen^-two  yean ; 
a  secessionist  per  ae ;  in  the  confederate  army ;  speaker  of  the  nouse  of  rep- 
resentatives   853 

opposed  the  ratification  of  the  fourteenth  amendment 854 

concerning  the  testimony  given  in  the  case  known  as  ^^The  United  States  vs. 

Walton  and  others,"  ana  the  proceedings  in  the  case ....829-834,848 

killing  of  Jack  Dupree ?....829.847,879 

killing  of  Aleck  Page 829-834,848,879 

killing  of  Abe  Wamble 834,867,879 

concerning  Joe  Davis*s  testimony 835 

killing  of  Hendricks  and  Mr.  Garrett,  and  the  legal  proceedings  thereon.. 936, 839, 868, 

879 

character  (if  Miss  Davis ;  Freeman  shot  by  three  men  named  High 839 

burning  of  Shattuck's  office  at  Okolona 840,871 

Mrs.  Beirs  chamber  visited  by  soldiers 840,841,871,872 

relative  to  the  school  system  and  the  school-tax 842, 843, 850, 873, 874 

Sanders  Flint  and  his  two  sons  taken  from  jail  by  disguised  men,  and  the  lat- 
ter kUled 843,844,860,861,879 

whippingof  Alfred  Whitfield 844,845 

whippingof  Mr.  Huggins 845,846,879 

recognition  of  John  H.  Roberts  and  John  Porter 845,846 

Santee  Butler  whipped  by  negroes *.  847,879 

killing  of  Tom  Homberger,  («  Durham) 848,866,867,879 

Mr.  Boyd's  and  Mr.  Ebert's  school  closed 848 

Miss  Danco*8  school-house  burned,  and  a  Presbyterian  church 849 

whipping  of  Mr  Ecclesand  McClendon 949,879 

disturbance  in  the  court-room  in  Monroe  County 850,851 

witnesses  said  to  have  been  tampered  with ;  case  of  Confederate  Sam 851, 852 

financial  condition  of  Monroe  County  since  the  war 852 

the  Freedmen*s  Bureau  the  source  of  trouble 652,883 

relative  to  taxation 852,853,876,877,878,880,881,882 

witness's  knowledge  of  the  Ku-Klnx  order,  its  purposes,  &c 854-860, 863 

meeting  at  Aberdeen  to  condemn  Ku-Klux  outrages 661, 862 

State  Eu-Klux  act  of  July  21,  1870,  no  convictions  under 864, 865 

correctness  of  the  report  of  testimony  upon  the  haheaa  corpus  trial,  before  Judge 

Hill 865,866 

general  treatment  of  northern  settlers 869-871 

carpet-baggers  and  scalawags 871 

relative  to  the  Loval  Leagues. 873 

census  and  school  statistics  of  the  county 874 

value  of  real  and  personal  property  in  Monroe  County 874, 875 

ravages  of  the  war ;  valuation  of  slave  property 875,876 

the  cotton  crop .  878 

rejoicings  upon  the  return  of  the  prisoners  from  Oxford... •• 878,879 

whipping  of  William  McMillan ;  Kn-Klnx  letters 880 

concerning  thejudidaiy • 882 

State  legislation  relative  to  negroes 883 

Dr.  Compton  said  to  have  been  an  officer  in  the  Ku-Elux  order 884 
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Gibson,  Dr.,  mob  under  lead  of 459,460 

Gladaey,  Geoiije,  whipping  of 484,494,638,647 

Glass,  Mr.,  charged  with  killing  Bally  Jack 576,578 

Gleed,  Robert  character  of .• 1056,1057 

GLEED,  KOBERT,  (colored,)  testimony  of...'- 1 718-728 

resident  of  Lowndes  County ;  senator  from  the  eighteenth  district ;  in  the 

State  since  J865 718 

received  a  Ku-Klnx  letter 718 

killing  of  Mason  and  Dick  Malone ;  men  severely  whipped ...« 719 

color^  woman  whipped 719,720 

school  broken  up 720 

operations  of  Ku-Klux  in  Lowndes  and  Monroe  Connties 720, 721 

difficalty  in  bringing  them  to  justice ;  democratic  opposition  to  the  Ku-Eluz 

act 721 

effect  of  the  passage  of  the  State  Ku-Elux  act;   purposes  of  the  Eu-Elux 

order 722 

the  Tuscaloosa  Monitor  on  leading  or  intelliffent  negroes 724 

what  is  thought  by  the  negroes  of  democratic  colored  Toters 725, 726 

Glemi,  Edmund,  whipping  of 1155 

Glenn,  John,  whipping  of 1154 

Govemment  of  the  United  States,  feeling  toward 193,704 

Graham,  Andy,  whipping  of. .  1154- 

Grant,  John,  identified  by  Smith 571 

Grand  Gulf  and  Port  Gibson  Bailroad  Company  discharged  employ^  for  voting 

republican  ticket 318 

GRAY,  EDMUND,  (colored,)  testimony  of 894-895 

resident  of  Lowndes  County 894 

whipping  of  Jim  Hicks 894,895 

Grayson,  Ellen,  killing  of  son  of: 

Davis's  account  ot. 475 

Jamagin*s  account  of 518,519 

Bives^s  account  of 552,262 

Smith's  account  of. « 578,574 

Clay's  account  of 606,607 

Bice's  account  of 609-619 

Green,  Tillman,  whipping  of --l^i^?^ 

ir,  killing  of.. 


Gregory,  Peter,  killing  of. 513,547,587 

Greyer,  Henry,  whipping  of 256 

Gully,  John  W.,  testimony  concerning 248,250,252,255,256,258,202-266 

H. 

HAIRSTON,  JOSHUA,  (colored,)  testimony  of 798-803 

yesidcnt  of  Lowndes  County 798 

was  shot  at  by  William  Moore,  (colored) 798,799 

whipping  of  Thompson 799,800 

Haireton,  Joshua,  shot  at 798,799,1039 

Hall.  Henry,  identified  by  Flint 804 

Halliday,  Dick,  whipping  of 772 

Hanson,  Henry,  shooting  of 1151 

Hargrove,  A.  H.,  shot  at  by  negro 1042,1043 

HABRISON,  JAMES  T.,  testimony  of. .1180-1183 

resident  of  Columbus;  a  lawyer 1180 

character  of  H.  B.  Whitfield;  his  money  affairs 1180-1183 

Harston, ,  whipping  of 395,423 

Hatch,  Henry,  turned  State's  evidence  against  Ku-Elux 278,279,291,295,773,774 

Hatch.  Henry,  forced  to  join  Ku-Elux 809 

Hickman,  Rufns,  whipping  of 587 

HICKS,  JAMES,  (colored,)  testimony  of 891-893 

resident  of  Lowndes  County;  lived  near  Caledonia 891 

whipping  of  witness  and  his  wife ;  recognized  Mr.  Darden  and  Mr.  Burton. ..  891 

had  a  difficulty  with  Billy  Darden  and  was  shot  at  by  him 892,893 

his  meal  poisoned 893 

Hicks,  James,  shot  at  by  Darden 892,893, 1083 

Hicks,  James,  and  wife,  whipping  of: 

his  own  account  of 891 

Whitfield's  account  of. 417,445 

Galloway's  iiccount  of 671,672 

Tomer's  account  of 773 
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Hicks,  James,  and  wife,  whipping  of— Continued. 

Graves  account  of 894,895 

Perkins's  account  of 900 

Humpbrie8*8  account  of 1038 

Higgins,  Jesse,  compelled  to  leave  Lome . : 992 

Higgins,  Jesse,  whippine  of 1154 

Higgins,  John,  indicted  Tor  whipping  Aleck  Hughes 551 

Highs,  shooting  of  Mr.  Freeman  by  the 839 

Hinton,  Eliza,  whipping  of 473,1J54 

HoUoway,  Rev.  Mr.,  ordered  to  stop  preaching 883 

HOLMAN,  EDWARD  E.,  testimony  of 343-358 

twenty-six  years  of  age ;  farmer ;  resident  of  Holly  Springs  for  nineteen  years ; 

member  of  grand  jury  at  Oxford  for  trial  of  Ku-Klnx 342 

disguised  men,  operations  of 342,348 

disguised  men,  disguise  used  by  bands  of 1 343,357 

disguised  men,  character  of  members  of  bands  of '       350 

disguised  men,  no  convictions  by  State  courts  for  acts  of. 350 

disguised  men,  negroes  forced  to  join  bands  of 351,357 

Oxford  trials  of  Ku-Klux 342,348 

Oxford  trials  interrupted  by  Colonel  Lamar 348 

colored  men  killed 345 

colored  men  whipped 344,346 

whipping  of  Eckels,  (Echols) 342,351 

whipping  of  McLachlan  for  teaching  colored  school 350,357 

threatening  Warmouth,  (white) 344,351,357 

killing  of  Solomon  Triplett,  (colored) 346,347 

killing  of  Jack  Dupree,  (colored) ^ 356,357 

killing  of  Aleck  Page,  (colored) 357 

Joe  Davis,  (colored, )  turned  State's  evidence  against  Ku*SLluz 356 

witnesses  intimidated,  &c 349,350 

behavior  of  colored  people 351 

opposition  to  free  schools,  &c 348,350,2)52,354,355 

colored  schools  in  Pontq^c  County  broken  up 352,357 

school  system,  school-tax,  &c 352-356 

Honeysuckle,  Fanny,  whippmgof .340 

Hopkins, ,  killingof, 225,242 

Homberger,  Thomas,  killing  of 281, 360, 780, 781, 787, 848, 866, 867, 879 

Hotcher,  Jane,  whipping  of 1156 

HUGGIN8,  A.  P.,  testimony  of 265-298,820-828 

resident  of  Aberdeen  ;  bom  in  Ohio  and  partly  raised  in  Biichigan ;  served  in 

Union  Army  from  private  to  lieutenant  colonel 265 

officer  for  eighteen  months  of  Freedmen^s  Bureau 265, 290 

from  May,  1H70,  assistant  assessor  of  internal  revenue,  and  from  August,  1870, 

superintendent  of  public  schools  for  Monroe  County 265, 290 

went  to  Mississippi  and  engaged  in  planting 266 

refused  admission  into  Baptist  church  at  Aberdeen 266, 267 

republican  in  politics 267 

sheriff  for  six  weeks  for  election  under  General  Ames 267, 287, 290 

attacked  and  whipped  by  dis^ised  men 271-276,293,295 

disguised  meu  first  appeared  In  August,  1870 « 268 

disguised  men,  dis^ise  of  men  and  horses  of  bands  of 274, 275, 278 

disguised  men,  majority  of  people  sympathize  with 286, 287 

disguised  men,  republicans  denounce  acts  of 286 

disguised  men,  democrats  and  confederate  soldiers  in  bands  of 286, 287 

Sanders  Flint  and  two  sons  (colored)  taken  from  jail  and  the  two  sons  mur- 
dered  : 268,269 

Sanders  Flint,  murderers  of  the  two  sons  of,  tried  and  acquitted 269,292,294 

killingof  Jack  Dupree,  (colored) 270,280 

killing  of  Aleck  Page,  (colored) 278,279 

killingof  Abraham  Wamble,  (colored) 280,296 

killinffof  Tom  Homberger,  (colored) 281 

old  colored  man  whipped  and  made  to  promise  to  vote  the  democratic  ticket. . .         269 

whipping  of  colored  men  not  named 278 

whipping  of  Alfred  Whitfield,  (colored) 269,270 

whipping  of  Alfred  Skinner,  (colored) 278 

whipping  of  Aleck  Stewart,  (colored) 277 

whipping  of  Peter ,  (colored) 281 

whipping  of  —  Farmer,  (white, )  teacher  of  colored  school 877 

whipping  of  Cornelias  McBride,  ( wlute, )  teacher  of  colored  school 284 
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Bey.  ]£r.  HoUoway,  Conmffationalist  preacher,  order^  to  stop  preaching  . ..  283 

BeT.  D.  McLachlan,  Metoodist  preacher,  driyen  off 283 

Behool  system,  school-tax,  dec 266,284,288,289 

school-teachers  forced  to  stop  teaching 282,283 

collection  of  school-tax  in  Monroe  County  stopped  by  Ku-KIox 266, 284 

collection  of  school-tax  in  Lowndes  County  stopped  by  Ku-Elux 285, 297 

members  of  school  board  ordered  by  Ku-Klux  to  resign 281 

school-houses  burned 283  , 

Oxford  trials  of  Ku-Klux 278,279,291,293,298 

Oxford  trials  interrupted  by  Colonel  Lamar 297,298 

Joe  Davis,  (colored,)  turned  State's  evidence  agamst  Ku-KIux 270,278,279,280, 

291  295 

Henry  Hatch,  (colored,)  turned  State's  evidence  against  Ku-Klux 278, 279, 291 1 295 

persons  killed  or  whipped  in  Lowndes  County 285 

Lieatenant  Grovemor  Powers  attacked  in  Noxubee  County 286 

ootregpsin  Chickasaw  County 286 

behavior  of  colored  people 298 

disfranchisement  by  reconstruction  laws 289 

lliss  Allen  could  not  procure  board  in  a  white  family  because  she  taught  a  col- 
ored school ;  she  was  visited  by  Kn-Klux  and  compelled  to  discontinue  her 

school , 820 

sympathy  manifested  for  the  persons  implicated  in  outrages 820, 821 

hanging  of  Dock  Hendricks 821,822 

killing  of  Tobe  Hutchinson 822,823 

colored  church  burned  at  Tupelo,  October,  1871 ;  outrages  upon  Miss  Anna 

Davis 823 

assessor's  office  at  Okolona  fired 824 

his  attempted  arrest  by  the  sheriff  of  Oktibbeha  County,  on  a  charge  of  con- 
spiring to  take  awav  the  liberties  and  rights  of  Mrs.  Ada  Bell 824-826 

lehuive  to  purchase  of  school  furniture 828 

Hvgfgios,  A.  P.,  attack  upon : 

his  own 271-276,293,295 

French's  account  of 14 

Sessions's 213 

McBride»8 299,316,339 

Little's 360,362 

Baskerviirs  ...: 385.396,397 

Whitfield's  account  of 430,435 

Pickett's 460,463 

Power's 587 

Lee's 787 

Gholson's 845,846,879 

Beynold's 905,906,919 

Stone's 1022 

Wells's 1152 

Hof^gins,  A.  P.,  extravagant  expenditures  for  school  purposes  by 901,914-917,919,920 

Hnggins,  A.  P. ,  relative  to  testimony  of,  in  the  case  of  Aleck  Stewart 907 

Hnggina,  A.  P.,  character  of 1165 

Hughes.  Aleck,  whipping  of 340,473,474,512,1153 

Hoffhes.  Jim  Boyd,  identified  by  Coleman 488 

HOIPHRIES,  ABRAM  S  ,  testimony  of 1185-1186 

resident  of  Columbus ;  merchant,  banker,  and  planter 1185 

Mr.  Arnold  visited  by  fifteen  or  twenty  men  and  compelled  to  do  justice  to  a 

negro 1186 

Humphries,  Charles,  killing  of  Mr.  McDaniel  by 1040 

Hmmieatt,  Catharine  and  John,  shooting  of. 1074, 1075, 1078, 1157, 1158 

HUMPHRIES.  WILLLA.M  W.,  jr.,  testimony  of 1037-1073 

resident  of  Lowndes  County;  a  lawyer 1037 

was  in  confederate  army 1058 

whipping  of  Seaton  and  Reynolds 1037,1038 

whipping  of  James  Hicks 1038 

killing  of  Mason 1038,1039 

contradiction  of  Mr.  Whitfield's  testimony ;  Hwrston  shot  at 1039 

haoging  of  Joe  Beckwith;  disturbance  of  court  by  Mr.  Doss;  killing  of  Mc- 
Daniel by  Charles  Humphries ;  whipping  of  Thomas  McGaughey  by  negroes,        1040 
Fernandez  Pope  fired  at  by  Solomon  Shaw  ;  Winston  beaten  by  George  Trip- 
let; Hughes  shot  by  a  negro 1041 

Melton  Odeneal  shot  by  a  negro,  Jim  Sherman 1041, 1042 
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HUMPHRIES  VfTLJAAM  W.,  jr.,  testimony  of— Continued. 

Dick  Lamp  denounced  and  parsed ;  George  Young,  democratic  ne^,  taken 

out  and  whipped  by  negroes ;  negro  shot  for  voting  the  democratic  ticket ; 

Frank  Blake  beaten  for  being  a  democrat ;  Bowler  shot  while  resisting  arrest,        1043 

A.H.  HarffToveshotatbyanegro 1042,1043 

Mormon,  oemocratic  negro,  threatened  with  a  whipping;  Wylie  Johnson  and 

Moses  Randall  discharged  from  the  police  for  voting  the  democratic  ticket ; 

Judge  J.  A.  Orr*s  letter  of  instruction  to  the  sheriff  in  the  case  of  Hugh  Lee,        1043 

verdict  of  the  jury  of  inquest  of  Lee 1044 

killing  of  Mace  Cox 1045,1046 

great  stealing  of  stock;  1,500  indicted 1046 

character  of  the  judiciary 1047 

intimidation  of  democratic  voters 1048 

rejection  by  sub-cOmmittee  of  written  statement  relative  to  intimidation  and  the 

enforcement  of  the  law 1048,1049 

opinion  of  the  democratic  party  in  reference  to  the  system  of  free  schools 1049 

relative  to  taxation 1049-1051 

character  of  Henry  B.  Whitfield 1051,1058,1067,1068 

discussion  in  sub- committee  as  to  the  admissibility  of  the  indictment  against 

Whitfield:  its  rejection  by  the  committee 1052,1053 

other  testimony  ruled  out  by  sub-committee 1053-1055 

relative  to  the  character  of  General  Eggleston 1055-1057 

character  of  Gleed 1056,1057 

indorses  the  opinion  of  the  erand  jury  as  to  the  present  condition  of  affairs. . . .        1057 

Joseph  F.  Galloway  orderea  to  discontinue  his  school 1 059 

whipping  of  Joe  Turner 1060 

witness's  knowledge  of  the  Ku-Klnx 1061-1066,1067 

Native  Sons  of  the  South 1062,1063 

society  of  ••  Seventy-six ; "  "  The  Union  Club  " 1067 

relative  to  the  abstraction  of  a  deposition  from  the  files  of  the  court,  and  the 

substitution  of  another  by  witness. 1069-1072 

Humphries,  W.W.,  character  of 1110,1113 

aostraction  and  substitution  of  deposition  by,  his  own  account  of 1069-1072 

Lyon's  account  of 1119,1125-1129 

Hutchinson,  Tobe,  taken  by  Eu-Klnx  and  not  since  heard  from 787,822,823,1028 

L 

Intimidation  of  witnesses  in  Noxubee  County 478,588,628 

in  Carroll  County 588 

Irion,  George,  whipping  of v 672 

J. 

Jack,  Bully,  killing  of: 

Baskervill's  account  of 386,396 

Davis's  account  of. 472 

Jamagin's  account  of ; 515,516 

Rives's  account  of 650 

Campbell's  account  of 576,578,579,581 

Powers's  account  of 585,587 

Orr's  account  of 707 

Jackson,  Robert,  whipping  of 480,514 

JACOBSON,  E.P.,  testimony  of 53-60 

resident  of  Yicksburgh  and  United  States  district  attorney  for  northern  district 

of  Mississippi 53 

execution  of  the  laws 53,55,56,57 

disguised  men,  operations,  &c,  of 54,57,58,59 

Meridian  riot .55 

attack  on  McLaughlin,  (McLachlan) 54 

freedom  of  political  opinions 55 

democratic  negroes 59 

outrages  by  persons  from  Alabama 60 

JAENAGIN,  HAMPTON  L.,  testimony  of 513-544 

resident  of  Noxubee  County ;  alawver 513 

an  old-line  whig:  would  have  votea  for  Seymour  and  Blair 543 

whipping  of  Betsey  Lucas  and  Robert  Jackson 514 

his  version  of  the  driving  away  of  families  from  Mr.  May's  place 514, 515 

kUling  of  Bully  Jack 515,616 

kUlingofSamMay 515,540 
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JABNAGIN,  HAMPTON  L.,  testimony  of— Continned. 

killing  of  Ellen  Grajson's  son ;  his  pievloos  confinement  in  an  ont-honn  by 

Bridges 518,519 

killing  of  a  man  near  Brooksville 519 

Mr.  &ed,  agent  for  the  Southern  Express  Company,  suspected  of  robbing  the 

ofBoe;  his  trial  by  court-martial : 519,520 

case  of  Terger,  charged  with  killing  Mr.  Crane* 520,521 

kiUingoflfi.  Wissler 521-523 

Mr.  Shipley  burned  to  death  by  kerosene  by  Mr.  Wissler 523-526 

character  and  standing  of  J.  S.  Taliaferro 527 

several  churches  and  schools  burned 528,539 

county  taxation  and  its  expenditure 528,529,531,532,535,536-538 

negro  suffrage  acquiesced  in 529,530 

eonrt  broken  up  by  Mr.  Doss 530 

killing  of  Mr.  Lee  at  a  ne^  mefttlDsrln  Artesia 530,531 

burning  of  Dr.  Bosser's  cnbs  and  stables.  Dr.  Foster's  store,  Coleman's  store, 
W.  P.  Connor's  gin-house,  Dr.  Mooror*s  dwelling,  and  Cockrell's  house  .. .  531 

destruction  of  property  during  the  war 531,532 

increase  of  county  and  State  officers  and  of  salaries 532-^34 

number  and  value  of  slaves  in  Uie  county  before  Uie  war 534,535 

depreciation  of  real  estate 537 

witness's  knowledge  of  the  Kn-Klux 540,541 

the  practical  difficulty  in  discovering  the  perpetrators  of  outrages 541 

the  colored  people  have  generally  behaved  very  well 542 

article  from  the  Macon  Beacon,  May  14, 1870,  entitled  "  Eu-Klux ;  "  witness 

generally  concurs  in  it 543 

Jenkins^Mr.,  charged  with  killing  Lewis  Jordan 577,582 

Jeny-^ ,  killing  of 496 

Job.Zach,  whipping  of 340 

Johnson,  Wylie,  discharged  for  voting  the  democratic  ticket 1043 

Jordan,  Lewis,  killing  ot 577,582 

Judiciary  of  the  State,  character  of 593,1047 

Juries,  composition,  &c,  of 322,692,693,931,932 


Keitt,  Johnson,  killing  of • 474 

Kemper  County,  census  of 585 

Killed  m :  brother  of  Matt  Duncan,  George  Evans— 2 ;  whipped  in :  Thomas 
W.  Adams,  Henry  Greyer,  Bnfus  Hickman — 3 ;  shot  in :  Captain  Rush — 1. 

Kendricks,  Wat,  ordered  to  leave 664 

Kenoon,  Mis.  Martha,  ordered  to  quit  teaching 1081 

KENNON,  WOODSON  H.,  Jr.,  testimony  of. 693-697 

nndent  of  Lowndes  County ;  warehousing ;  lost  an  arm  in  the  confederate 

service ;  native  of  the  South ;  was  assistant  teacher  in  a  public  school 693 

ademocrat 696 

was  visited  by  disguised  men  April,  1871,  and  ordered  to  discontinue  his  school, 

which  he  did 693,694 

objection  made  to  schools  on  account  of  tax 694,695 

character  of  the  disguises  worn 695 

Sdd,  John,  and  son  identified  by  Turner 771 

Killings: 

Atkins,  Ab,  (colored,)  Monroe  County,  spring  of  1871 361 

Bailey,  Drury,  (colored,)  Chickasaw  County,  July,  1871..- 1029, 1030 

Bird,  Allen,  (colored,)  Winston  County,  July,  1871 486,495,587 

Rives's  account  of 656,658 

SheriflfMetts's  account  of 643-646 

Judge  Orr's  account  of 698,708,709 

Brown,  Mr.,  Noxubee  County,  1868 563 

Brookbaven,  mayor  oi 302 

Cheny,  Mr.,  Winston  County,  1871 657 

Chestnut,  Charles,  (colored,)  Noxubee  County,  January,  1871 226 

Coger,  (Koger,)  Sam,  (colored,)  Noxubee  County,  March,  1870.. 224, 227, 241, 242, 471 

Cote, ,  (colored, )  Lauderdale  County,  October,  1871 589 

Cox,  Mace,  (colored,)  Lowndes  County 1045,1046 

^?R>« ,  nuul*agent,  (colored,)  State  line 74 

DiUard,  Mr.,  Pontotoc  County,  May,  1871 1088, 1101, 1104, 1105 

Dancan,  Matt,  brother  of,  (colored, )  Kemper  County,  May,  1869 584 
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Dapree,  Jack,  (colored, )  Monroe  Coontj,  Bprin^  of  1871 : 

Hiur^nB's  acGoont  of 270,280 

McBride*6  aoconnt  of 339 

HolDuui's  account  of. 356,357 

LiUle's  account  of 360,362 

Whitfield's  account  of. 435 

Pickett'8  accoont  of 462 

Turner's  account  of. - 773,774 

Lee's  aoooant  of . 7B6 

Dayis's  account  of 803,809 

Gbolson's  account  of 829,847,879 

Reynolds's  account  of 903,927 

Eyana,  George,  Kemp^  County,  Mar,  1871 583,584,633,634,794 

Flint,  Joseph  and  Willis,  (coloved,)  Monroe  Coontj,  1870: 

Chisholm's  acoountof 263 

Hugf^ns's  account  of 269 

Little's  account  of 2S& 

Lee's  account  of 786 

FUnt's  account  of 8O3-806 

Gholson's  account  of 843,814,860,861,879 

Anderson's  account  of 1138,1144 

Garrett,  Mr.,  Monroe  County.  October,  1871 836-839,868, 879, 911, 1143 

Grayson,  Ellen,  son  of,  (colored,)  Noxubee  County,  June  1871: 

Davis's  account  of 475 

Jamagin's  account  of. 518,519 

RiTes's  account  of. 562,562 

Smith's  account  of 573,574 

Clay's  account  of 606,607 

Rice's  account  of 609-619 

Gregory,  Peter,  (colored,)  Noxubee  Ounty,  October,  1871 513,547,537 

Hendricks,  Dock,  (Dick,)  (colored,)  Monroe  County,  October,  1871 : 

Lee's  account  of 787 

Flint's  account  of •.  807 

Hngems's  account  of 822,823 

Gholson's  account  of 836-839,868,879 

Reynolds's  acoountof 911 

Anderson's  account  of 1143 

Hopkins, ,  (colored,)  Noxubee  County,  April,  1871 225,242 

Homberger,  Thomas,  (colored,)  Monroe  County,  April,  1871.. 281, 360, 780, 781, 787, 848, 

866,867,879 

Hutdiinson,  Tobe.  (colored,)  Lee  County,  November,  1871 787,822,823, 1028 

Jack,  Bully,  (colored,)  Noxubee  County,  July,  1870: 

Baskervill's  account  of. 386,396 

Davis's  account  of .-.. 472 

Jamagin's  account  of 515,516 

Rives's  account  of 550 

Campbell's  account  of 576,578,579,581 

Powers's  account  of -..-  585,587 

Orr's  account  of 707 

Jerrv, ,  (colored,)  Winston  County,  1869 496 

Jordan,  Lewis,  (colored,)  Noxubee  County,  1866 577,582 

Keitt,  Johnson,  (colored,)  Winston  County,  March,  1871 474 

Keyser,  (Krizer,)  colored,  Lauderdale  Coan^,  1870 3,  112,  114,116 

Lee,  Hugh,  Lowndes  County,  October,  1871 : 

Alg^od's  account  of ••,........ 505 

Jamagin's  account  of 530,531 

Rives's  account  of, 556,557 

Powers's  account  of 601-603 

Lewis's  account  of 680-692 

Orr's  account  of 711-718 

Nelson's  accounted. 895-899 

Brothen's  account  of 1001-1017 

Bliss's  account  of 1030-1036 

Perkins's  account  of 1167-1171 

Lewis,  Isaiah,  (colored,)  Noxubee  County,  May,  1871 1156 

Malone,  Dick,  (colored,)  Noxubee  County,  Biarcii,  1870: 

Taliaferro's  account  of 225,242 

BaskerviU's  account  of 376,394,395 
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KiDinpfs: 

Malone,  Dick,  (colored)— Continned. 

Whitfield's  account  of 426 

Davis's  account  of 471, 472 

Rives's  ac^untof 550 

Campbeirs  account  of 581 

Powers's  account  of 587 

Carpenter's  account  of 619 

Orr*8  account  of 700,701 

Gleed's  account  of i 719 

MasoD, ,  (colored,)  Lowndes  County,  December,  1870 423,719, 1038, 1039 

May,  Samuel,  (colored,)  Noxubee  County,  1871 515,540,573,587 

Mayiield,  Jesse,  (colored,)  Monroe  County,  April,  1871 462 

Mcbaniel,  Mr.,  Lowndes  County 1040 

McGauhey,  Thomas,  Lowndes  County 1040 

Murpb,  George,  (colored,)  Winston  County,  1869 512,513,642,657 

Kevelle,  Samuel,  (see  Grayson,  Ellen.) 

Page,  Aleck,  (colored,)  Monroe  County,  March,  1871 : 

Huj^gin's  account  of 278,279 

McBride's  account  of 339' 

Holman's  account  of 357/ 

Little's  account  of 360,362. 

Whitfield's  account  of 435. 

Pickett's  account  of 462. 

Turner's  account  of 773,774 

Rose's  account  of 760,781 

Lee's  account  of 78(^ 

Davis's  account  of 840,811 

Gholson's  account  of 829-634,848,879 

Reynolds's  account  of , 927-929 

Plair,  (Muse,)  John,  (colored,)  Oktibbeha  County,  April,  1871 990-992 

Shipley,Mr.,  Noxubee  County,  November,  1871 480,481,506,523-526^162-1164 

Thomas,  Jesse,  (colored,)  Winston  County,  1865 639 

Trailer,  Mr.,  Monroe  County,  October,  1869 1143,1147 

Triplett,  Solomon,  (colored,)  Winston  County,  December,  1870 : 

Holman's  account  of 346,347 

Whitfield's  account  of 432,433 

Davis's  account  of 474 

Coleman's  account  of 486 

Anderson's  account  of 512 

Triplett's  account  of 545,546 

Powers's  account  of 587 

Mette's  account  of 638,639,646,647 

Wells's  account  of 1150,1151 

Turner, ,  (colored,)  Alcorn  County,  March,  J871 1152,1155,1156 

Wamble,  Abram,  (colored,)  Monroe  County,  April  or  May,  1871: 

Huggins's  account  of 280,296 

Little's  account  of 361 

Rose's  account  of 780,781 

Lee's  account  of 767 

Davis's  account  of 811 

Gholson's  account  of 834,  867,879 

Reynolds's  account  of 908,927 

Williams, ,  Alcorn  County,  March,  1871 1153 

Williams,  Joseph,  (colored,)  Lauderdale  County,  November,  1870, 74, 102, 114, 116, 125, 

165,166,185,191,199,200 
Wiasler,  Mr.,  Noxubee  County,  November,  1871 : 

Davis's  account  of 476 

Algood's  accoun  tof 501,506 

Jamagin's  account  of ^ 521-523 

Wells's  account  of 1164,1165 

YarboTough.  Nelson,  (colored,)  Winston  county 641,657 

Names  not  given : 

Alcorn  County 1153 

Lauderdale  County 567,589,793,794,796 

Lowndes  County 345,589,774,775 

Monroe  County 676,677,780,781,784,785,807 

Noxubee  County 224,426,475,476,505,519,579,587,627 

Oktibbeha  County 590,702,709-711,989 
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KilUngs: 

Ntanea  not  fpven — Continued. 

Tisheminffo  County 1153 

Winston  Countj 230 

Koeer,  Sam.,  (see  Coger,  8am.) 

KOLB.  WILLIAM  B.,  testimony  of 1060-1083 

resident  of  Lowndes  Connty ;  a  mechanic ;  taught  a  public  school lOdO 

received  a  Kn-Klux  notice  ordering  him  to  discontinue  teaching,  which  he 

did 1080,1081 

A.  L.  Myers,  Rnffin  Webb,  Mrs.  Martha  Kennon,  and  J.  F.  Galloway  notified. .         1081 

Jim  tiicks  shot  at  by  Mr.  Darden 1083 

whipping  of  Frank  Cockerman 1081,1083 

Ku-Klnx,  Taliaferro's  acknowledgments  as  to 476,477 

Algood's  views  of - 504 

Jamagin's  knowledge  of ^ 540,541 

Rives's  knowledge  of 564,565,567-509 

Powers's  knowledge  of 586,587,592,595 

Carpenter's  views  of 622-6*<{5 

Dismukes's  views  of. 634,635 

Lee's  views  of 788 

Yates's  views  of 795 

Gholson's  knowledge  of 854-^860,803 

Reynoldft'8  knowledge  of 925-927,929,933 

Humpkiries's  knowlMge  of 1061-1067 

Clark's  investigations  of,  iu  Tippah  County 1086, 1088, 1089, 1094-1096, 1099 

Anderson's  knowledge  of,  in  Monroe  County 1138, 1139,1141, 1145 

result  of  Wall's  investigation  of 114d-1150, 1152, 1157-1160 

character  of  disguises  worn  by  ..483,484,571,584,663,667,695,771,778,810,815,889, 

890 

no  pretext  for  its  existence  in  the  State 593-^5% 

no  arresu,  convictions,  &.c,  for  outrages  of 488, 546, 548, 562, 574, 582, 678, 702, 781 

effect  upon  negroes  of 502, 1029, 1151 

confessions  of 1075, 1076, 1079 

difficulty  in  discovering  and  bringing  to  justice  of 54 1 ,  591 ,  702, 706, 721 

purposes  of 558,564,565,567,569.578.703,710,711,722 

letters  and  notices  of 573, 580,  r»fcl,  7 18, 860, 1080 

inability  ofStatecourto  to  deal  with 591,697,703,705 

operations  of 720,721 

coofession  of  Tabbs  as  to 782,7tJ3 

method  of  operating  of 813 

republicans  and  colored  men  the  victims  of 286,311 

sympathy  with 286,287,382,461,797,820,821 

(for  further  particulars  see  Disguised  men.) 

Ku-Klnx  act,  democratic  opposition  to 722 

cause  of  opposition  to 930,931 

Ku-Klux  trial,  full  report  of  the  great,  (see  Oxford.) 

L. 

Lagronnes,  arrest  for  the  killing  of  a  negro  of  two  of  the 780, 78 1 ,  784, 785 

Lamar,  Colonel,  disturbance  iu  court  at  Oxford  by...  297,298,348,850,857,910,911, 1160- 

1162 

Lamp,  Dick,  denounct^  and  cureed 1042 

Lauderdale  County,  killings  in 587,589,793,794,796 

numbcra  driven  from .  589 

killed  in :  Cole, Keyser,  Joseph  Wiliams — 3.     [For  pages,  see  names.] 

Lawieiice,  Manuel,  whipping  of 1155 

Laws,  (see  Execution  ot.) 

Leachmaii,  Judge,  investigation  of,  (see  Meridian  riot.) 

Leadbetter,  Henry,  whipping  of 340 

League,  I^yal,  organization  of  in  Noxubee  County  ....^. 556, 558-^70 

Dismukes's  views  as  to 634,635 

Gholson's 873 

Leake,  Mr.,  ordered  to  quit  teaching 676 

Lee  County,  churches  burned  in 823,912,922,1166 

school-houses  burned  in 1021 

killed  in :  Tube  Hutchinson — 1.    [For  page,  see  name.] 
Lee,  Hugh,  killing  of: 

AlgMxl's  account  of 505 

Jamagin's  account  of 530,532 
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Lee,  Hugh,  killing  ot--Continaed. 

Rires's  account  of 556,557 

Powere'g  account  of, 601-603 

Lewis's  account  of 680-602 

Orr's  account  of..! 711-718 

Nelson's  account  of 895-899 

Brothers's  account  of 1001-1017 

Bliss's  account  of 1030-1036 

Perkins's  account  of 1167-1171 

verdict  of  juiy  in  case  of. s 1044 

LEE,  JAMES  W.,  testimony  of 785-794 

major  of  Aberdeen,  since  April  1,1871 ;  was  selectman.. 785 

Saunders  Flint  and  his  two  sons  taken  from  the  Athens  jail  by  disguised  men ; 
he  makes  his  escape,  the  other  two  killed ;  killing  of  Jack  Dupree  and  Aleck 

Page 786 

killiug  of  Homberger,  AJbe  Wamble,  Dock  Hendricks ;  Hutchinson  taken  out 

and  not  since  heard  from ;  whipping  of  Mr.  Huggins 787 

witness's  view  as  to  the  Ku-Klux  organization 788 

meeting  at  Aberdeen  in  opposition  to  the  Ku-Kluz 789, 791 

concerning  disabilities 791,792 

LEWIS,  HIRAM  W.,  testimony  of 675-693 

resident  of  Lowndes  County ;  a  planter ;  sheriff-elect ;  came  from  Ohio  three 

years  and  a  half  ago 675 

}iT.  Fanner  and  Mr.  Leake  ordered  to  discontinue  their  schools    676 

Degro  taken  from  the  custody  of  a  constable  by  masked  men  and  hung  and 

shot 676,677 

Mr.  Phillips  ordered  to  discontinue  his  school 677 

society  of  the  Native  Sons  of  the  South,  obligation,  &c.,  of 677, 678, 679, 691 . 

six  or  eight  cases  of  whipping  in  the  county  ;  objects  of  the  Ku-Klux ;  no  one 

brought  to  justice 678 

coarse  of  the  democratic  press  relative  to  the  Kn-Klax  organization ;    bitter 

feeling  toward  white  republicans  from  the  north 679 

its  effect  upon  immigration  ;  sentiment  of  the  democratic  whites  as  to  colored 

education  ;  concerning  the  school  system 680 

disturbance  at  Artesia ;  killing  of  Mr.  Lee,  and  subsequent  proceedings 680-692 

composition  of  juries 692,693 

Lewis,  Isaiah,  killiug  of 1156 

LITTLE,  FINIS  H.,  testimony  of * 358-374 

resident  of  Aberdeen 358 

lived  in  Aberdeen  four  years ;   farmer  and  merchant ;   member  of  the  State 

senate 366 

bora  and  raised  in  Kentucky,  and  went  from  Kentucky  to  Mississippi 367 

disguised  men,  operations  of,  &c 358, 365 

disguised  men,  character  of  members  of  bands  of 366 

disguised  men,  feeling  of  community  toward 363 

whipping  of  Colonel  A.  P.  Huggius,  (white) 360,362  ^ 

whipping  of  Cornelius  McBride,  (white) 365  * 

killing  of  two  sons  of  Sanders  Flint,  (colored) 359 

killing  of  Jack  Dupree,  (colored) 360,362 

killing  of  Aleck  Page,  (colored) 360,302 

killing  of  Abe  Wamble,  (colored) 361 

shooting  of  Ab.  Atkins,  (colored) 36J 

whipping  of  William  McMillan,  (colored) 358 

whipping  of  Joseph  Atkins,  (colored) 361 

whipping  of  Santee  Butler,  (colored) 361,362 

Oxford  trial  of  Ku-KIux 362 

trial  and  acquittal  of  murderers  of  sous  of  Sanders  Flint 360, 362 

riot  al  Meridian 365 

behavior  of  colored  people 364,366 

school-tax,  &c 367,368,369,370,371,372,373,374 

opposition  to  free  schools 364,366,370,373 

schools  broken  up 358,364 

school-houses  burned 363 

school-tax  not  levied,  by  order  of  Ku-Klux 367 

concerning  Union  League 374 

Lonisville,  meeting  to  condemn  Ku-Klux  in 648,649 

Lowndes  County,  killings  in 345,589,774,775 

whippings  in 672,678,719,720,772,900 

sentiment  of  the  democrats  as  to  education  of  negroes  in 660 
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Lowndes  County — Continned. 

schools  broken  up  in 676,720,899 

•       school-svstem  and  taxation  in 728-751,757,758,760-762, 1172-1175 

the  Ku>Klux  order  the  refunding  of  school-tax  in 285,297 

circular  of  school  superintendent  of f 453-459 

killed  in  :  Mace  Cox,  Hugh  Lee, Mason,  Mr.  McDaniel,  Thomas  McGau- 

hej — 5 ;  shooting  of :  Mr.  Bowler — 1 ;  shot  at :  Edward  Carter,  Joshua 
Hairston,  A. H.  Hargprove,  Jim  Hicks,  Fernandez  Pope — 5;  whipped  in: 
Joseph  Allen,  Frank  Blake,  Frank  Cockerman,  H.  W.  Farmer,  Dick  Holli- 
day, Harston,  Jim  Hick^and  wife,  George  Irion,  Alfred  Murphy,  Ed- 
ward Murphy,  — — —  Reynolds,  Aleck  Stewart, Thompson,  Joseph 

Turner,  James  Vernon,  Robert  Willis — 17.  (For  pages,  see  names  elsewhere.) 

Lowry,  Isham,  whipping  of 395,425,473,619,620 

Lucas,  Beteey,  whipping  of 469,470,514,548,558, 11  r4 

LYON,  THEODORIC  L.,  testimony  of 1115-1129 

resident  of  Columbus  ;  chancellor  of  the  fiflh  district '. .         1115 

character  of  H.  B.  Whitfield,  and  relative  to  his  money  matters 11 15-1125 

character  aod  standing  of  W.  W.  Humphries  ;  alleged  forgery  and  substitution 
of  deposition  by  him •- 1119,1125-1129 

M. 
Malone,  Dick,  killing  of: 

Taliaferro's  account  of 225,242 

Baskerviirs  account  of. 376,394,395 

W^hitfield's  account  of 426 

Davis's  account  of 471,472 

Rives's  account  of 550 

Campbell's  account  of .  581 

Powers's  account  of 587 

Carpenter's  account  of 619 

Orr's  account  of 700,701 

Gleed's  account  of 719 

Malone,  Thomas,  forces  Davis  to  join  the  Kn-Klux 808 

Marshall, ,  arrest  of  for  the  killing  of  a  negro 780, 781, 784, 785 

Marshall,  Click,  identified  by  Flint 804 

Mask,  Silas,  (Willis,)  whipping  of - 1086,1098,1099,1157 

Mason, .killing  of 423,719,1038,1039 

MATTHEWS,  BEVERLY,  testimony  of 1175-1180 

resident  of  Lowndes  County ;  a  lawyer 1 175 

character  of  H.  B.  Whitfield  and  his  business  affairs 1 175-1 180 

May,  Albert,  whipping  of 1156 

May,  Mr.,  families  driven  from  place  of 471,514,515,549,560 

May,  Sam,  killing  of 515,540,573,587 

May  bray,  George,  whipping  of -1 156 

May  field,  Jesse,  killing  of 462 

Mays,  Pope,  identified  by  Willis 1184 

•McBride,  Cornelius,  whipping  of 284,365,437,921,1154 

McBRIDE,  CORNELIUS,  testimony  of 325-342 

resident  of  Sparta,  Chickasaw  County,  for  one  year;  resided  in  Oktibbeha 
Couuty  nearly  one  year ;  resided  in  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  before  going  to  Mis- 
sissippi ;  native  of  Belfast,  Ireland  ;  taught  colored  school,  private,  in  Oktib- 
beha County,  and  public  colored  school  and  white  Sunday-school  in  Chicka- 
saw   325 

twenty- four  >  ears  of  age,  and  republican  in  politics 328 

taught  colored  school  in  Cincinnati ;  been  in  this  country  five  years  ;  not  natu- 
ralized, and  never  have  voted 337 

assisted  marshal  at  Oxford 337,341 

attacked  and  beaten 326,327,328,337,338,341 

disguised  men,  operations  of,  &c 330,332 

disguised  men,  character  of  members  of  bands  of 338 

disguised  men,  disguise  worn  by 327,328 

killing  of  Jack  Dupree,  (colored) 339 

killing  of  Aleck  Page,  (colored) 339 

whipping  of  Echols ,  (whito) 330 

whipping  of  Rev.  Mr.  McLachlan,  (white) 333 

whipping  of  Campbell ,  (white) 340 

whipping  of  Colonel  A.  P.Huggins,  (white) 339 

whipping  of  colored  men  for  buying  land 335,336  339 

whipping  of  William  Coleman,  (colored) 335 
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whipping:  of  William  Miller,  (colored) 336,340 

whipping  of  Addy  Foster,  (colored) ...  339 

whipping  of  Aleck  Hughes,  (colored) 340 

whipping  of  Zach  Job,  (colored) -..  340 

whipping  of  Henry  Leadbetter,  (colored) 340 

whipping  of  George  Shubble,  (colored) 340 

whipping  of  Fanny  Honeysuckle,  (colored) 340 

Joe  Davis  (colored)  turned  State's  evidence  against  Ku-Klux 332 

colored  republicans  whipped 332 

behavior  of  colored  people 338 

Oxford  trials  of  Ku-klux 333,337,341 

Ku-Klux  not  punished  by  State  courts 331,340 

freedom  of  political  opinions 333 

school  system,  teachers,  &c 334,335,336,338,341,342 

opposition  to  free  schools,  &c 329, 332, 337, 340 

teachers  of  colored  schools  threatened,  &c 326-329 

school-houses  burned 326,329,330,333 

McClendon,  (McKennon, )  Mr.,  whipping  of 849, 879, 909, 921 

McCOY,  JOHN,  testimony  of. 1074-1080 

resident  of  Corinth,  Alcorn  County  ;  deputy  United  States  marshal 1074 

came  from  Kentucky :  was  an  officer  in  the  Union  Army 1076 

attempted  rescue  oi  prisoners  in  his  custody  by  an  armed  band ;  firing  of 

Colonel  Shattuck's  office 1074,1077 

Widow  Hunnicuf  8  house  fired  into  and  the  shooting  of  John  and  Catharine 

Hunnicut  by  disguised  men 1074, 1075, 1078 

capture  of  the  lieutenant  of  the  band  aud  his  confessions  as  to  the  Ku>Klux 

order ;  character  of  Miss  Davis 1075 

capture  of  seven  of  the  Ku-Klux  in  Tishomingo  County;  three  of  them,  John 

VSThittaker  and  two  of  the  Reynolds  boys,  made  acknowledgments 1076, 1079 

shooting  of  Sam  Meeks 1075, 1078 

McDaniel,  Mr.,  killing  of '. 1040 

MeElhaneys,  identification  by  Coleman  of  two  of  the 1151 

McGauhey,  Thomas,  whipping  of 1040 

McLschlan,  Mr.,  notified  to  leave 993 

McLachlan,  Mr.,  store  broken  open  and  he  forced  to  leave. .  .54, 2S3, 333, 350, 357, 436, 993- 

997,1103 

McMillan,  Samuel,  shot  at 484 

Mcilillan,  William,  whipping  of 358,880 

Meeks.  Samuel,  shooting  of 1075,1078 

Meridian,  riot  at. . . .6-12, 16, 17, 55, 63, 66, 67. 68, 70, 71, 72, 73, 78, 96, 99, 103, 107,168,  &c., 

205, 206, 209, 210, 211 ,  220, 221 ,  222, 254, 302, 365 

William  Sturgis,  mayor  of 7,66,69,77,97,99^111,112 

Price, ,  in  connection  with  riot  at... 8, 17,03,64,65,77,79,97, 100.  hi%  lOU,  111, 

119, 120, 168, 169, 179, 180, 181, 182, 187, 188, 189,  iVX  *ii  L^  2UK  i«0 

William  Dennis,  alias  Clopton,  (colored,)  in  connection  with  riot  at.  ..9,  UN  IJ,  J4,tj6, 

67,68,71.72,78,97,98,99,102,106,107,113,114,116,117,121,171.  l^J,  173,178» 

}9o,  JDa,  I96,'^U4 

Warren  Tyler  (colored,)  in  connection  with  riot  at..  .9, 10, 66, 70, 71, 72, 1^7. 1»8, 99, 107, 

113, 114, 116, 170, 171, 173-177, 180, 182, 189, 190, 191, 194,2H)/Ji  J,*iJU.*222 

J.  Aaron  Moore,  representative,  (colored,)  in  connection  with  riot  at.  ..9, 10, 17,2(*jtHj, 

70,72,97,98, 113,  IKi,  171,  \7'S,2'ii 
Adam  Kennard  (colored,)  in  connection  with  riot  at.  ..8, 17, 19,63,64,77,  UjO,  I  ly,  ItlS* 

180, 181, 182, 187, 188, 202, 205, 20«;,  :(i;>,*^I0.2l^U 

diagram  of  floor  of  court-room  at . ." . , 174 

burning  of  Sturgis's  store  at 7, 67, 97, 105, 106, 171 ,  1^5, 195, 199 

burning  of  house  of  J.  Aaron  Moore 72, 99, 106, 124, 178, 1 85, 199, 200, 221 

burning  of  colored  church  at 72, 99, 105, 106, 124, 178, 185, 200, 204, 221 

hanging  of  three  men  at 7, 10,71,99, 108, 117, 179, 184, 198,200,204,221,222 

investigation  by  Judge  Leachmanof  riot  at 127-164 

testimony  of — 

Allen,  Thomas 151 

Andrews,  Ann 139 

Barbour,  Harriet 140 

Bass,  Frederick 130 

B€lk,L.  D 137,161 

Berry,  H.N 157 

Cameron,  J.  A 161 

Carter,  J.  A 154 
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Testimony  of— 

Charles,  J.  0 16C 

Christy,  John 144 

Clements,  Nathan 146 

Cole,  Ann 146 

Cole,  Chanie 145 

Cole,  John 143 

Cole,  J.  W J4a 

Cole,  Mary 145 

Coleman.  T.W 163 

Coldman,  Wiley 150 

Covert,  G.8 156 

Culty,  Mary 155 

Davis,  Jefferson '. 147 

Dodd,Mr8,  L.  C 161 

Duck,  J.  L 153 

Early,  E.V 164 

Evans,  Thomas 152 

Evans,  W.  P 163 

Fairly,  Peter 144 

Finley,  Dred 135 

Floumoy,  J.G 154 

Ford,  W.C 161 

France,  Ben 133 

Freideritce,  A.  G 155 

Hancock,  R.T 16U 

Henderson,  R.  L 151 

Hobson,  Lemuel 129 

Hodges,  Hurlburt 159 

Hodges,  Nelson 129,132 

Homer,  Tim 147 

Horn,  Jesse 160 

Hewlett,  Mrs.  J.  C 163 

Kerlee,L.  H 152 

Kline,  J.D v 156 

Leachman,  Judge ;  order  of 164 

Levy,  Felix 154 

Lily,  T.  A 139 

Long,  John 143 

•McAlpine,  A.  M •        163 

McCormick,  T.A 158 

McDonald,  J.  A 149 

McElroy,  Charles 140 

McMullen,  J.  W 152 

Martin,  James 153 

Maron,  George 141 

Maron,  Harry 141 

Maron,  Lonise i 145 

Merriman,  L.  B 155 

Mitchell,  Alex 159 

Moore,  George J45, 162 

Moseley,  R.  J 134,162 

Parker,  Samuel 12S,  141 

Patton,  W.8 127,136 

Payne,  W.  A 158 

Pelton,  Thomas  J 132 

Peters,  W.  Y 164 

Phillips,  J.  R 160 

Pringle,  Isaac 154 

Pringle,  W.  y 154 

Rea,  R,  N 158 

Redwood,  Dr 131,139 

Riggins,  George 141 

Rush,  Mrs.  V.E 157 

Rush,  W.M 149 

Scott,  Hattie 155 

Shannon,  J.  J 150 

Sharman,  C.  J 149 

Sharp,  Joe 142 
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Testimonj  of— 

Shaw,  W 158 

Shearer,  W.W 158 

Smith,  D.C 138 

Smith,  J.R J53 

Swann,  H.  M 159 

Truwit,  Jndith 161 

Wagner,  A.  B 150 

Waldroii,  Andv 148 

Weir,  Marshafl 131 

West,  Robert 156 

Whitaker,  M.H 163 

Williams,  Josh - 160, 162 

Williams.  T.  E 159 

Wilson,  A.  R. 151 

Windham,  B.  B 164 

Winningham,  J.  H 161 

iDTestigation  by  legislative  committee  of  riot  at 23-53 

testimony  of — 

Beatty,  Jacob 49 

Belk,  L.D 32 

Bryant,  James 44 

Clemens,  Nathan 51 

Fagan,  Charlotte 37 

Harris,  WiUiam 51 

Henderson,  Granville 34 

Henderson,  R.  L ^... 45 

Higgin8,P.H 32 

Home,  William 52 

Johnson,  Peffgy 36 

Joseph,  AlecK 52 

Eeaton,  Manr  A 43 

Kizcr,  J.  W. 46 

Layton,  P.  S 41 

Leachman,  Robert 26 

Lee,  Wesley 49 

Mason,  Henry 28 

Moore,  J.  Aaron 49 

Moseley,  Robert  J 24 

Parker,  Samuel 40 

Parton,  Ellen 38 

Patton,  Williams 24 

Petty,  Hannah. '- •       43 

Richards,  Granville 53 

Richards,  Harris 51 

Saunders,  W.  E 45 

Slamon,  Michael 45 

Smith,  J.  R. 35 

Sturgis,  Edgar 41 

Sturgis,  Theodore 39 

Threefoot,H.  M 32 

Walker.  J.  P ^ 30 

Weidmann,  Felix 28 

1IETT8,  MICHAEL  A.,  testimony  of 636-652 

resident  of  Winston  County ;  a  merchant  and  farmer ;  is  sheriff 636 

contradiction  of  William  Coleman's  testimony 636, 637, 650 

whipping  of  Coleman,  and  its  cause 637 

whipping  of  Mordecai  Mitchell,  Robin  Coleman,  George  Gladney,  and  Nathan 

Cannon 638,647,648 

killing  of  Sol  Triplett 638,639,646,647 

outrage  upon  Peter  Cooper;  killing  of  Jesse  Thomas 639 

six  school'houses  bumea  ;  opposition  to  the  free-school  law 640, 650 

no  intimidation  of  voters  in  Winston ;  killing  of  Nelson  Yarborough 641 

killing  of  Georcre  Murph 642 

particulars  of  the  killing  of  Allen  Bird  in  Winston  jail  by  disguised  men,  and 

subsequent  investigation 643-646 

5ublic  meeting  held  in  April  at  Louisville  to  condemn  Ku-Klux  outrages 648,649 

*ripley  Ann  Tacket  driven  from  Winston  County ;  shooting  of  Mr.  Parks. ..  652 

Miller,  William,  whipping  of. 336, 340 
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Miller,  William,  miaceffenation 558-560,623,624 

Mitchell,  Mordecai,  whippiDg  of 484, 493, 494, 638,  (i47, 648, 655 

Monroe  Couutj,  the  Ku-Klux  order  the  school-tax  not  to  be  collected  in 266,284,367 

Rchools  broken  up  in 779,921 

killings  in 676,677,780,781,784.785,807 

purchase  or  school  furniture  in 828 

valuation  of  property  in 874-876 

taxation  in 852,853,876-878,880,881,918 

school  system  and  taxes 842,843,850,873,874 

disturbance  in  court  in 850,851,910,911 

financial  condition  of 852 

census  and  school  statistics  of 874 

killed  in:  (for  pa^i^e  see  name  elsewhere : )  Ab  Atkins,  Jack  Dupree,  Joseph 
and  Willis  Flint,  Mr.  Garrett,  Dick  Hendricks,  Thomas  Hornber^or,  Jesse 
May  field,  Aleck  Page,  Mr.   Trailer,  Abe  Wamble — 11;  shootings  in:  Andy 

Burns,  Freeman,    Henry   Hanson— 3;   whipped  in :  Joseph  Atkins, 

Santee  Butler,  Alfred  Connell,  Simon  Dunham,  A.  P.  Muggins,  Mr.McClendon, 
Mr.  Owens,  Peter ,  Hake  Siss,  Alfred  Skinner,  Mr.  Swansy,  Alfred  Whit- 
field, Aleck  Willis,  Mr.  Wilson— 14. 

Moore,  J.  Aaron,  burning  of  house  of. 72, 99, 106, 124, 178, 185, 199, 200, 221 

Moore,  William,  Joshua  Hairston  shot  at  by 798,799 

Mooror,  Dr.,  burning  of  house  of 531 

Mormon, ,  threatened  for  voting  the  democratic  ticket 1043 

MOKRIS,  JOSHUA  S.,  testimony  of 298-325 

resident  of  Jackson;  lived  in  Mississippi  for  twenty  years ;  bom  in  Tennessee 

and  always  lived  in  the  South;  lawyer 298 

justice  of  the  peace  and  postmaster  before  the  war 298, 319 

judge  of  probate  during^  the  war..« 319 

now  attorney  general  ot  the  State  and  reporter  of  decisions  of  supreme  court.  299 

rebel  during  the  war 3*^ 

republican  since  reconstruction 319 

execution  of  the  laws 299 

disguised  men,  operations  emd  purposes  of 299, 302, 303, 304, 312 

disguised  men,  school-teachers  beaten  by 302 

disguised  men,  not  brought  to  punishment 304 

freedom  of  political  opinion 301 

riot  at  Meiidian 302 

feeling  toward  northern  people 300,301,304 

whipping  of  Colonel  A.  P.  lluggins 299, 316 

murder  of  mayor  of  Brookhaven 302 

attack  on  Colonel  Flournoy 302 

attack  on  Lieutenant  Governor  Powers 304 

colored  people  intimidated  from  voting 303,307,308,310,317,318 

t«ne  of  newspaper  press  toward  Ku-Klux 303, 304, 321 

colored  men,  most  of  Ku-Klux  outrages  committed  upon 31 1 

State  courts  fail  to  punish  Ku-Klux 311,322 

Oxford  trials  of  Ku-Klux 311 

negro  suffrage 304, 310 

law  of  Mississippi  in  regard  to  influencing  voters 317, 318, 320, 321 

negroes  not  willing  to  vote  democratic  ticket 308 

Grand  Gulf  and  Port  Gibson  Railroad  discharged  employes  for  voting  repub- 
lican ticket 318 

unfriendly  legislation  of  1 865  in  regard  to  negroes 305,  306, 312 

school-tax,  &c 307,315 

desire  of  colored  people  for  education 306 

school-teachers  beaten 302 

State  and  local  governments 306,307,316,317,319 

State  finances 307,309,310 

removal  of  disabilities,  &c 309,310 

opposition  to  reconstruction 311 

qualifications  of  jurors,  &c 322 

MORTON,  JOHN,  testimony  of 1112-1115 

resident  of  Columbus 1112 

a  planter 1113 

character  of  H.  B.  Whitfield 1112-1115 

character  of  W.  W.Humphries 1113 

Murdock,  Mr.,  killing  of  a  negro  by 597 

Murdock,  Mr.,  indictment  for  killing  Bully  Jack 707 

MurflP,  Alexander  W.,  school  director,  forced  to  resign 1151 
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Murph,  George,  whipping  of 512,513,642,657 

Muiphy,  Alfred,  whipping  of 772 

Marphy,  Edward,  whipping  of 672,772 

Myers,  A.L.,  ordered  to  quit  teaching 665,666,1051 

N. 

Native  Sons  of  the  South,  society  of  the..501, 677-679, 681, 1017-1021, 1062, 1063, 1089-1091 

%ro  suffrage 304,310,413,414 

Negroes,  effect  of  Ku-Klux  upon 502,1029,1151 

geDeral  character  and  behavior  of. 234, 255, 261, 298, 338, 351, 364,  :)82, 542 

generally  republican 592,596 

voting  democratic  ticket 59,77,127,190,230,308 

afraid  to  testify 349,350 

intimidated  from  voting 238,303,307,308,310,317,318,332,333 

unfriendly  legislation  in  regard  to 305,306,312 

education  of,  (see  Education.) 

NELSON,  ELYMA8,  (colored,)  testimony  of 895-899 

resides  on  Dr.  Whitfield's  plantation,  near  Artesia 895 

disturbance  at  Artesia,  and  hilling  of  Mr.  Lee 895-899 

Nevelle,  Sam,  killing  of,  (see  Grayson,  Ellen.) 

Newman,  Mr.,  driving  away  of - 1158 

Newspaper  articles,  Ku-Klux 543 

Northeru  settlers,  general  feeling  and  treatment  of 300, 301 ,  304, 503, 1 1 48 

Noxubee  County,  families  driven  from  471,514,515,549,560 

schocl-houses  and  churches  burned  in 477, 478, 502, 528,  539,  629 

feeling  toward  colored  schools  in 478 

intimidation  of  witnesses  in 478,  588,  628 

court  broken  up  in 479,480,530,1040 

depreciation  of  land  in 503 

whippings  in 573 

administration  of  affairs  of  and  taxation  in 509, 528, 529, 53 1 ,  532, 535-538 

terrorism  among  the  colored  people  of 588 

killings  in.. 224,426,475,476,505,519,579,587,627 

killed  in :  Mr.  Brown,  Charles  Chestnut,  Sam  Coger,  son  of  Ellen  Grayson, 

Peter  Gregory, Hopkins,  Bully  Jack,  liewis  Jordan,  Isaiah  Lewis, 

Dick  Malone,  Samuel  May,  Mr.  Shipley,  Mr.  Wissler— 13 ;  shot  at  in :  Samuel 
McMillan,  Daniel  H.Smith — 2;  whipped  in:  Lydia  Anderson,  Frazier  Dun- 
can's wife,  Eliza  Hiuton,  Jane  Hotcher,  Aleck  Hughes,  Robert  Jackson, 
Zach  Job,  Henry  Leadbetter,  Isham  Lowry,  Betsey  Lucas,  Albert  May, 
William  McMillan,  Mr.  Stinson— 13.     (For  page  see  name  elsewhere.) 

O. 

Odencal,  Melton,  shooting  of 1041,1042 

OflBcers,  increase  of  State  and  county 532-534 

OkUbbeha  County,  killings  in 590,702,709-711,989 

schools  burned  in 989 

killed  in:  John  Plair,  (Muse) — 1 ;  whipped  in:  Abraham ,  Jesse  Higgins, 

Daniel  Oyster,  (Rogers,)  Moses  Rice— 4. 

ORR.  JOHN  A,  testimony  of 697-718 

resident  of  Columbus,  Lowndes  County ;  judge  of  the  seventh  judicial  dis- 
trict since  May,  1870 697 

the  Bridges  case  ;  killing  of  Allen  Bird 698,708,709 

burning  of  schools  in  Winston  County 699 

opposiuon  to  the  free-school  system  and  to  negro  education 700 

killing  of  Dick  Malone 700,701 

indictment  pending  against  James  Murdock  for  the  murder  of  Bully  Jack 701 

man  shot  from  ambush,  and  a  negpro  taken  from  the  custody  of  an  officer  by 

masked  men  and  shot 702,709-711 

no  one  brought  to  justice .• 702 

cause  of  difficulty  in  detecting  the  perpetrators 702,706 

designs  of  the  Ku-Klux  order 703,710,711 

inability  of  the  State  courts  to  deal  with  the  Ku-Klux  outrages 697, 703,  705 

feeling  of  the  people  toward  the  General  GoYemment 704 

Stinson  and  Reynolds  whipped  by  disguised  men 697,  707,  708 

disturbance  at  Artesia ;  the  killing  of  Lee,  and  subsequent  proceedings 711-718 

Owen,  Mr.,  whipping  of ..-....^. 909,921 
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Oxford,  full  report  of  the  Ku-Klnx  trial  at 936-987 

the  counsel 936 

the  petition 936,937 

the  affidavit 937 

Exhibit  A;  the  indictment 938,939 

the  certificate 939 

Exhibit  B ;  the  capias ;  the  writ  of  habeas  corpus  ;  the  marshaVs  retnm 940 

the  relator's  traverse ;  writ  of  habeas  corpus ;  the  replication ;  the  witnesses 941 

the  testimony  for  relators 941-966 

testimony  of— 

A,  J.Pope 941-943 

Mrs.  LucindaCook 943 

Powhatan  McNeice 943,944 

Lafayette  Willis 944,953,958,960,963 

John  Kuykendall 944,945 

John  Wooten,  James  Moore 946 

W.E.Love 946,947 

Miss  Elizabeth  Webb 947 

James  Bassham .- 947,  948 

General  Gholson 948,953,958,959,960.961,965,980 

Colonel  W.F.  Dowd 948,959,960,962,965 

Colonel  R.  O.  Reynolds *. 948,958,959,962,979 

Mrs.  Sarah  E.  Malone 948,949 

Silas  F.  Kendrick 949,956,982 

Henry  Alexander 949,954,955,962 

James  Moore;  MissMaryMays 949 

John  Willis , 949,957 

Miss  Kate  Mays;  Millie  Locke 950 

Robert  Odennal 950,951 

Dr.  Doudle 951 

James  Moore;  Seecy  Crosby 952 

E.  O.  Sykes 958,979,980 

Robert  E.  Houston 952,979,975 

AnnForshee 952,983,984 

William  Lansford;  Lizzie  Willis 953 

Jane  Willis 953,954 

Rena  Willis 954 

Mrs.  MaryE.  Neeland 955 

John  Boyd 955,956 

Mrs.  M.  A.  Bronson 956,957 

Mrs.  Rachael  Hutchinson;  James  Moore 957 

Mrs.  W.  D.  Walton ;  Miss  Jennie  Hutchinson ;  Miss  Mollie  Willis 958 

Mrer.  Mattie  Anderson ;  Miss  Florence  Ford .*. 959 

W.  J.  Gordon 960,961,982,983 

Charles  H.  Eckford;  W.  E.Love 961 

James  Alexander 962 

Clark  Taylor ;  James  Moore ;  Mrs.  Julia  Roberts ;  Jackson  Roberts 963 

Henry  Tucker •. 964,965 

motion  to  strike  out  testimony 965,966 

testimony  for  the  United  States 966-979 

testimony  of— 

Felix  Bumpus 966,980,981 

John  Wolf. 966-969,981,982 

Fanny  Pago.,. 969-971 

Joe  Davis 972-975 

Rosetta  Dawkins 1 975-977 

District  Attorney  Wells ;  United  States  Marshal  Peirce 977 

Henry  Hatch 977-979 

rebuttinf^  testimony 979-984 

testimony  of  Hubert  C.  Harris;  W.  F.  Tabor;  B.  F.  Hall 980 

the  argument;  amotion;  ruling  of  the  court 984 

decision  of  Judge  Hill 964-987 

order  of  court 987 

demonstrations  upon  the  release  of  prisoners 878, 879, 909, 910 

discussion  in  sub-committee  as  to  aamissibility  of  report  of  trial  at,  and  decis- 
ion of  the  joint  committee 934,935 

Oyster,  (Rogers,)  Daniel,  whipping  of 988 
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Page,  Aleck,  killiDg  of— 

Hnmns's  account  of 278,279 

McBride's 339 

Holman's 357 

Little's 360,362 

Whitfield's 435 

Pickett's , 462 

Turner's 773,774 

Rose's 780,781 

Lee's 786 

Davis's 810,811 

Gholson's 829-834,848,879 

Rejnolds's - \ 927-929 

PsnoU  County,  outrages  in 782 

Parks,  Mr.,  shootinjc  of 652 

Parks,  Robert,  identified  by  Flint 804 

Penitentiary,  legislation  in  reeard  to 208,214,220 

Perkins, ,  supposed  to  have  been  poisoned 674,675 

PERKINS,  LEWIS,  (colored, )  testimony  of 899-901 

resident  of  Lowndes  County 899 

his  house  visited  by  about  forty  disguised  men,  and  Mr.  Farmer,  a  school- 
teacher boarding  with  him,  oraered  to  leave  in  ten  davs i 899 

he  was  compelled  to  close  his  school ;  whipping  of  Hicks ;  has  heard  of  ten  or 

twelve  whippings  in  the  neighborhood 900 

PERKINS,  WILLDLMH.,  testimony  of 1167-1171 

resident  of  Lowndes  County j 1167 

disturbance  at  Artesia;  the  killing  of  Lee,  and  subsequent  investigations 1167-1171 

Peter, ,  whipping  of 281 

Phillips,  Mr.,  ordered  to  quit  teaching 677 

PICKETT,  GEORGE  B.,  testimonv  of 459-468 

officer  of  the  Army  of  the  United  States,  commanding  detachment  of  Sixteenth 

Infantry,  stationed  at  Aberdeen 459 

disguised  men,  operations  of,  &ii 460,461,462,463,464 

disguised  men,  cnaracter  of  members  of  bands  of * 463 

disguised  men,  disguise  worn  by  bands  of. 467 

disguised  men,  persons  killed  or  whipped  by 461,462,463 

mob  under  lead  of  Dr.  Gibson -. 459,460 

attack  on  Colonel  Floumoy 460,461,465,466,467,468 

Oxford  trials  of  Ku-KIux 461 

Ku-Klux  opposed  to  republicans,  &c 463,464,465 

killing  of  Jack  Dupree,  (colored) 462 

killing  of  Aleck  Page,  (colored) 462 

killing  of  Jesse  Mayfield,  (colored) 462 

whipping  of  Colonel  A.  P.  Huggins,  (white) 460,463 

school-tax,  Ac 467 

school-houses  burned 467 

Plair,  (Muse,)  John,  killing  of 990-992 

Political  opinions,  (see  Freedom  of,  d&c. ) 

POLLARD,  AUSTIN,  testimony  of 1100-1110 

resident  of  Chickasaw  County;  chancellor  of  the  seventh  judicial  district; 

native  of  Alabama 1100 

details  of  disturbance  at  Pontotoc  by  disguised  men,  and  the  killing  of  Rich- 
ard Dillard,  one  of  their  number    1101,1104,1105 

public  meeting  held  to  frown  down  Eu-Kluxism ;  Dr.  Porter's  paper  circulated.        1102 
threatened  with  assassination  in  case  he  attempted  to  hold  court  in  Union 

County 1102,1103,1105 

^tnrbance  at  Slarkville,  and  store  of  McLachlan  broken  into  and  he  com- 
pelled to  leave  J 103 

Jonn  Conkerton  taken  out  by  disguised  men,  but  escaped  and  shoots  at  his 

assaUants : 1103,1104,1106 

Wesley  Pulliam  wounded  by  him 1107 

Dr.  Porter  asserts  that  the  paper  issued  by  him  was  false,  and  was  published  to 

conciliate 1102,1108 

newspaper,  the  Pontotoc  Times,  by  Dr.  H.  H.  Porter,  free,  vol.   1,  No.  1, 

local 1109,1110 

Pontotoc,  disturbance  at 1088,1101,1104,1105,1152 

Pope,  Andrew,  forces  Davis  to  join  the  Ku-Klux 808 

Pope,  Femandex,  shot  at  by  Solomon  Shaw 1041 
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Pope,  Whitfield,  forces  Davis  to  join  the  Ku-Klux 808 

Porter,  Dr.  H.  H.,  copy  of  newspaper  issued  by 1109,1110 

Porter,  John,  identified  by  Higgins 845,846,905,006 

POWERS,  HOMER  C,  tes>imony  of 987-1000 

resident  of  Starkville;  sheriff  of  Oktibbeha  County;  appointed  by  General 

Gillem ;  has  been  planting  corn  and  cotton 987 

county  peaceable  from  1867  to  1871 ;  in  the  spring  of  1871  a  band  of  disguised 

men  commenced  their  operations;  whipping  of  Daniel  Oyster  or  Rogers 988 

bouse  of  a  colored  man  broken  into  by  disguised  men,  the  occupabt  struck  with 
a  club  and  shot  at;  school-house  nt Tarn pIco burned;  white  man  killed,  sup- 
posed to  have  been  done  by  John  Plair  or  Muse 969 

John  Plair  taken  from  the  custody  of  officers  by  disguised  men  and  killed 990-992 

Mingo  Rogers  and  Jesse  Higgins  visited  ;  both  left  through  fear 992 

Mr.  McLachlan,  teacher  and  preacher,  warned  to  leave  the  county 993 

his  arrest,  and  the  attack  upon  the  freedmen's  exchange  store,  of  which  he  was 

agent;  he  was  compelled  to  leave 993-997 

Mrs.  Beirs  room  entered  by  soldiers .\ 998-999 

writ  sued  out  against  Mr.  Huggins 999-1000 

Powers,  Kidgley  C,  attack  on  house  of,  and  his  superintendent  shot  at. .  1 , 2, 3, 248, 249, 286, 

304,583,794 

POWERS,  Lieut.  Gov.  RIDGELE Y  C,  testimony  of 583-603 

resident  of  Noxubee  County ;  is  lieutenant  governor  of  the  State,  elected  De- 
cember, 1869 ;  canvassed  the  State 583 

came  to  the  State  in  December,  1865 ;  native  of  Ohio 600 

no  trouble  in  enforcing  the  law  outside  of  Monroe,  Lowndes,  Oktibbeha,  Nox- 
ubee, Kemper,  Lauderdale,  and  Winston  Counties  ;  attack  upon  his  house 

in  Kemper  County  by  disguised  men,  and  his  superintendent  shot  at 583 

George  Evans,  one  of  the  attacking  party,  killed 583, 584 

character  of  the  disguises  worn ;  Matt  Duncan*s  brother  murdered,  quartered, 

and  thrown  into  Talladega  swamp • 584 

census  of  Kemper  County ;  Bully  Jack's  murderers  came  f^om  Alabama 585 

witness's  knowledge  of  the  organization,  obligation,  &.C.,  of  Ku-Klux  in  Missis- 
sippi   , 586,587,592,595 

whipping  of  A.  P.  Huggins ;  killing  of  Peter  Gregory,  Dick  Malone,  Bully 
Jack,  Solomon  Triplett,  Allen  Bird,  and  Samuel  May;  whipping  of  Rule 

Hickman  and  a  teacher  in  Lowndes  County 587 

all  the    school-houses  in  Winston   County  burned    except  one,   and  some 

churches ...587,588,601 

great  state  of  terrorism  among  the  colored  people  of  Noxubee,  and  great  in- 
timidation of  colored  voters ;  state  of  affairs  in  Carroll  County  ;  negroes  com 

pelled  either  not  to  vote  or  to  vote  as  desired  by  the  whites 588 

several  colored  men  killed  in  Lauderdale  County  since  the  riot ;  killing  of  Cole  ; 
from  fifty  to  one  hundred  driven  from  Lauderdale ;  killing  of  a  colored  man 

in  Lowndes  County ;  effects  of  stationing  troops  in  disturbed  districts 589 

colored  men  killed  in  Oktibbeha  County ;  opposition  to  colored  schools  and  to 
negroes  owning  land  ;  law  forbidding  them  to  own  or  lease  lands  passed  by 

the  legislatures  in  1865  and  1867 590 

sentiment  of  the  democratic  party  of  the  State  as  to  negro  suffrage 590,591 

effect  of  the  enforcement  act ;  impossible  to  convict  in  State  courts ;  the  prac- 
tical difficulties  in  finding  out  the  perpetrators  of  outrages 591 

course  of  the  democratic  press  of  the  State  relative  to  outrages 592 

colored  people,  when  left  free,  unanimously  republicans 592, 596 

character  of  the  judiciary  of  the  State 593 

the  pretexts  assigned  in  other  States  for  the  organization  of  Ku-Klux  do  not 

exist  in  Mississippi 593-595 

every  step  toward  equality  under  the  law  opposed  by  the  democratic  party 596 

his  reason  for  becoming  bail  for  Mr.  Wissler,  charged  with  killing  Shipley 596-599 

killing  of  Lee  at  Artesia  and  the  subsequent  arrest  of  negroes 601-603 

Press,  democratic,  course  relative  to  Ku-Klux  outrages 3U3, 304 ,  32 1 , 3(>3, 592, 679 

Pulliam,  Wesley,  alleged  Ku-Klux,  shooting  of 1 107 

Purdyjail,  Tennessee,  release  of  prisoners  from 1152 

Q. 

Quarles,  Barbour,  identified  by  Willis : 1184 

R. 

Races,  feeling  between  the 63,111,118,119,182,188,195,202 

Railroads,  legisktion  in  regard  to 21-23,207,213 
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Randall,  Moses,  discharged  for  voiiog  the  democratic  ticket 1 043 

Rapes 1084,11(15 

Heal  estate,  depreciation  of 50*2,50:^,537 

Reiil  estate,  opposition  to,  and  laws  passed  by  legislataro  to  prevent  negroes  owning    574, 590 

Reed,  Mr.,  suspected  of  robbing  office,  and  trial  of 519, 520 

RejfBlaloni,  Dow  Blair's 927 

\l*'\n)n  of  ^rand  jury  appended  to  testimony  of  VV.  W.  Humphries 1073, 1074 

Report  of  State  investigaiiog  committee,  as  published  in  the  Columbus  Index,  June 

I,  Jtf/I 762-769 

Republicans,  feeling  toward  those  from  the  North 679 

Kejnolds,  confessions  as  to  Ku-Klux  by  the  two 1076, 1079 

Reynolds, ,  whipping  of 697,707,708,  J 037, 103d 

Re}  nolds,  Reuben  O. ,  Air.  Stone's  testimony  concerning 1022, 1 023 

REYNOLDS,  REUBEN  O.,  testimony  of 901-934 

resident  »»f  Aberdeen,  Monroe  County,  for  thirty-live  years  ;  a  lawyer 901 

uative  of  Georgia  ;  counsel  fur  the  parties  implicated  in  the  murder  of  Page.. .  913 

was  io  the  confederate  service 914 

extravagant  expenditures  for  school-buildings  by  Mr.  Huggins,  and  relative  to 

school  system 901,914-917,919,920 

Sanders  Flint  and  his  two  sons  taken  from  jail  and  the  latter  killed ;  whipping 

of  Alfred  Whitfield 902,917 

killing  ot  JackDupreo 903,927 

contradiction  of  Joe  Davis's  testimony  as  to  the  killing  of  Aleck  Page,  and  other 

|M.int8 903,907,908,910 

accuracy  of  the  **Fu11  report  of  the  great  Ku-Klux  trial  in  the  United  States  dis- 
trict court  at  Oxford,  Mississippi " 904, 905 

relative  to  the  whipping  of  Huggiosand  his  recognition  of  John T.  Roberts  and 

John  Porter 905,906,919 

relative  to  Huggins's  testimony  in  the  case  of  the  whipping  of  Aleck  Stewart. .  907 

killing  of  Abe  Wamble    908,927 

whipping  of  McKendon,  (McClendon,)  Owen,  Wilson,  and  Swansy 909,921 

demonstrations  upon  the  release  of  the  Oxford  prisoners  upon  bona 909,910 

disturbance  in  court  by  Mr.  Lamar 910, 911 

tampering  with  witnesses  by  Mr.  Sykes ;  killing  of  .Doc.  Hendricks  and  Mr. 

Garrett 911 

burning  of  a  colored  church  at  Tupelo  ;  chaiacter  of  Miss  Davis 912, 922 

burning  of  Mr.  Shattuck's  office 912 

Mrs.  Bell  visited  by  soldiers 912,913 

conversed  with  General  Gliolson  before  testifying 914 

relative  to  State  and  county  taxation 918 

teachers   notified  to  discontinue  their  schools ;  whipping  of  McBride,Eccles..  921 

doctrines  taaght  by  the  teachers  ut  Aberdeen 923,924 

his  knowledge  as  to  Ku-Klux 925-927,929,933 

Dow  Biair's  Regulators 927 

relative  to  the  killing  of  Aleck  Page • t.     927-929 

alibis  the  only  possible  line  of  defense 929,930,933,934 

reason  for  the  opposition  to  the  Ku-Klux  law 930, 931 

composition  of  luries 931 ,  932 

discussion  in  sub-committee  as  to  the  admissibility  of  the  **  Full  report  of  the 
great  Ku-Klux  trial  in  the  United  States  district  court  at  Oxford,  Mississippi," 

and  decision  of  committee 934, 935 

RICE,  HAMPTON  A.,  testimony  of 609-619 

resident  of  Noxubee  County ;  a  planter ;  a  magistrate 609 

details  of  the  taking  of  Sam.  Nevelle  from  the  custody  of  Bridges,  of  the  assault 
by  negroes  on  the  latter,  and  of  the  finding  of  a  body  in  thd  Bigby  River, 
supposed  to  be  Nevelle^s,  derived  from  evidence  taken  by  him  as  a  magistrate, 

and  from  sources  deemed  reliable 609-619 

Rice,  Hose*,  whipping  of 436 

Kichardson,  Mr.,  ordered  to  quit  teaching 1022 

Kichardson,  Mr.,  whipping  of 1158 

Kituzi  jai<,  prisuners  taken  from  and  shot,  hung,  and  whipped 1153 

RIVE^  JAMES  H.,  testimony  of 548->570 

resident  of  Noxubee  County;  a  lawyer 548 

a  confederute  soldier 566 

private  secietary  of  Govemcr  Pettus ;  native  of  Georgia 560 

whlpj^irg  of  Betfey  Lucas .543,558 

teu  lies  driven  fiom  Mr.  May's  place 549,560 

bam.  Cofier  still  living 549,550 

kii  ing  of  Dick  Malone,  Bully  Jack 550 
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RIVES,  JAMES  H.,  testimony  of— Continoed. 

John  HiffeioB  indicted  for  whipping  Aleck  Hnghes 55L 

killing  of  I^llen  Grayson's  son ;  bis  body  fonnd  in  the  Tombigbee  River 552, 562 

character  of  Taliaferro 553,554 

disturbance  near  Brooksville,  1 870 ;  Mr.  Farmer  knocked  down 556, 568 

killing  of  Mr.  I^e  at  Artesia 556,557 

purpose  of  Kn-Elux 558 

miscegenation 558-560 

killing  of  Mr.  Brown 563 

witness's  knowledge  of  Ku-Klux 564,565,567-569 

contradiction  of  testimony  of  Taliaferro 551,565 

acquiescence  in  negro  suffrage 566 

carrying  of  arms  a  frequent  practice 567 

Loyal  League,  organization,  «&c.,  of,  in  Noxubee 556, 558-570 

RIVES,  ROBERT  G.,  testimony  of 652-662 

resident  of  Winston  County;  a  lawyer 652 

a  democrat 661 

private  in  the  confederate  army 662 

contradiction  of  Mr.  Coleman^i  testimony  as  to  owning  land 653 

whipping  of  Coleman  for  stealing  hogs 654,655 

whipping  of  Mordecai  Mitchell 655 

Allen  Bird's  case 656,658 

outrage  upon  Peter  Cooper 656 

killing  of  George  Murph  and  Nelson  Yarborough ;  Mr.  Cherry  killed  by  Mr-. 

Butord 657 

a  planter  compelled  to  leave 1 660 

Roberts,  Green  T..  outrage  upon 1133,1136 

Roberts,  John  S.,  identified  by  Huggins 845,846,90.5,906 

Roberts,  John  S.,  identified  by  Willis 1184 

^'Robertson  Family,"  the  organization  called  the 1089,1091, 1092 

Rogers,  Mingo,  compelled  to  leave 992,1154 

ROcJE,  Capt.  THOMAS  E.,  testimony  of 780-785 

captain  in  the  Sixteenth  Infantry ;  assigned  for  duty  at  Aberdeen,  March  29, 

1671 780 

on  service  in  the  State  from  April,  1869,  to  March,  1870 782 

killing  of  Aleck  Page,  Thomas  Homberger,  and  Wamble 780,781 

no  attempts  made  to  arrest  the  perpetrators 781 

Tubbs  confessed  to  him  as  to  raids  made  by  the  organization  of  which  he  was 

a  member,  and  of  its  purposes 782,783 

attempt  to  kill  Mr.  Woods 782 

Cunningham  captured  and  never  heard  of  afterward 783 

negro  killed ;  said  to  have  been  taken  from  the  Lagronnes  and  Marshall ;  arrest 

of  these  latter 780,781,784,785 

Rosser,  Dr.,  burning  of  cribs  and  stables  of 531 

S. 

Saddler,  Mr.,  sheriff  of  Pontotoc,  the  head  of  the  '* Robertson  Family,"  and  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Ku-Klux  Klan 1089,1993 

School-board,  members  of,  ordered  by  the  Ku-Klux  to  resign 281 

School-fund,  Chickasaw 21 

School-houses  burned 18,19,20,76,94,260,283,326,329,330,333,363,402 

in  Noxubee  County 477,478,502,528,539,^9 

in  Monroe 849,1021 

in  Winston 467,493,687,586,601,640,650,699,1150 

in  Oktibbeha 989 

in  Chickasaw 1021 

in  Lee 1021 

School  system  and  taxation : 

Taliaferro  concerning 245 

Huggins  concerning 266,284,288,289 

Morris  concerning 307,315 

McBride  concerning 334,335,336,338,341,342 

Holman  concerning 352-356 

Little  concerning 367-374 

Baskervill  concerning 384,385,395,407,411 

Whitfield  concerning 422,443,446,447,448,452 

Pickett  concerning 467 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


INDEX.  XXXI 

Pace. 
School  BTStem  and  taxation — Continued. 

in  Lowndes  County 680, 694, 695, 700, 901, 914-917, 919,920, 117^-1175 

in  Monroe  County 842,843,850,873,874 

Sykes  concerning 728-751,757,758,760-762 

opinion  of  democratic  party  as  to 1049,1166 

facts  relative  to 507 

opposition  to....« 779 

Schools  broken  up 352,357,358,364 

in  Lowndes  County 720 

in  Monroe  County 779,921 

Schools,  purchase  of  furniture  for 828 

free  and  colored,  opposition  to 86,  :129, 332, 337, 340, 348, 350, 364, 366, 370, 373 

School  teachers  whipped  and  forced  to  stop  teaching.  .76, 82, 83, 86, 87, 261 ,  282, 283, 302, 326, 

329, 350, 357, 42U,  421 ,  422, 446 

SESSIONS,  J.  F.,  testimony  of 205-223 

resident  of  Franklin  County  and  member  of  legislature 205 

natiTe  of  Mississippi ;  lawyer  by  profession 209 

member  of  legislative  committee  to  investigate  Meridian  riot 205 

was  a  member  of  Knights  of  the  Black  Cross,  a  secret  political  organization  . .  216 

disguised  men,  secret  organizations,  &,c 206, 209, 211 ,  212, 215, 216, 217, 222, 223 

riot  at  Meridian 205,206,209,210,211,220,221,222 

armed  men-  from  Alabama  carried  colored  men  from  Meridian 210 

execution  of  the  laws , 209 

taxation 209 

concerning  Adam  Eennard,  (colored) 205,206,209,210,220 

concerning  Warren  Tyler,  (colored) 210,211,220,222 

concerning Price 205,210,220 

debt  of  the  State 208 

killing  of  Jodgo  Bramlette 210,221 

killing  of  Clopton  alias  Dennis,  (colored) 221 

three  colored  men  hung 221,222 

bamingof  house  of  «!.  Aaron  Moore,  (colored) 221 

burning  of  colored  church 221 

beating  of  Colonel  A.  P.  Huggins 213 

freedom  of  political  opinions 214,215 

raiboad  legislation 207,213 

legislation  concerning  penitentiary 208, 214, 220 

concerning  Union  Leagues 222,223 

"Serenty-Six,^*  Ku-Klux  reorganizing  under  name  of 257, 258, 1067 

SbattQck,  Mr.,  burning  of  office  of 824,840,871,912, 1024, 1025, 1074, 1077 

Shaw,  Solomon,  shooting  at  Fernandez  Pope  by 1041 

Sherman,  James,  shooting  of  Melton  Odeneal  by 1041, 1042 

Shipley,  Mr.,  killing  of 480,481,606,523-526,596-599,1162-1164 

Shooting  at — 

firesle.  Early,  (colored,)  ChicJcasaw  County 1157 

Carter,  Edward,  (colored,)  Lowndes  County,  September,  1871 1 084 

Gardner, ,  Chickasaw  County 1024,1027, 1028 

Hairston,  Joshua,  (colored,)  Lowndes  County,  November,  1870 798,799, 1039 

Hargrove,  A.  H.,  Lowndes  County 1042,1043 

Hicks,  Jim,  (colored, )  Lowndes  (Jounty,  March,  1871 1083 

McMillan,  Samuel,  (colored, )  Noxubee  County,  May,  1871 484 

Pope.  Fernandez,  Lowndes  (bounty,  1871 1041 

Smith,  Daniel  H.,  Noxubee  County , 571 

Shootings : 

Bowler,  Mr.,  Lowndes  County 1042 

Boms,  Andy,  (colored,)  Monroe  County 1138,1144 

Freeman,  Mr.,  Monroe  County,  October,  1871 839 

Hanson,  Henry,  Monroe  County,  March,  1871 1151 

Hnnnicutt,  (Honeycutt,)  John  and  Catharine,  Tishemingo  County,  September, 

1871 1074,1075,1078,1157,1158 

Meeks,  Samuel,  (colored, )  Tishemingo  County,  1869 1075, 1078 

Parks,  Mr.,  Winston  County,  March,  1871 652 

PoUiam,  Wesley,  Chickasaw  County,  1871 1107 

Rush,  Captain,  Kemper  County,  March,  1871 247, 248, 254, 256, 264 

Shnbble,  George,  whipping  of 340 

Sits,  Hake,  whipping  of 1151 

Skinner,  Alfred,  whipping  of 278 

SUves,  number  and  value  of,  in  Noxubee  County  before  the  war 534, 535 
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SMITH,  DANIEL  H.,  (colored,)  testimony  of 570-575 

resident  of  Nozabee  County;  served  in  tbe  Federal  Army 570 

teacher ,..  571 

was  threatened  with  hanging;  was  shot  at  by  John  McDannall ;  his  bon^e  vis- 
ited by  disguised  men  in  September,  1870 ;  character  of  the  disgnises ;  iden- 
tifies John  Grant - 571 

bad  feeling  in  relation  to  colored  schools :  opposition  to  negro  sofirage;  bom- 

iDg  of  charches  in  Pickens  County,  Alabama 572 

a  great  many  whipped  in  Noxubee ;  received  Ku-Kluz  letters .  573 

killing  of  Jerry  Brown  and  Sam  May 573 

killing  of  Ellen  Grayson'sson 573,574 

no  one  punished  for  these  whippings,  d&c;  opposition  to  negroes  becoming  land- 
owners   - 574 

identifies  William  Elm  and  Hardin  Brooks 575 

SMITH,  J.  R.,  testimony  of 63-^^2 

native  of  Mississippi ;  resident  of  Meridian ;  postmaster  and  clerk  of  chanceiy 

court 63 

disguised  men,  operations  of 74,79 

riot  at  Meridian &3, 66, 67. 68, 70, 7 1,72, 75, 78 

riot  at  Meridian,  examination  by  Judge  Leachman  of 72, 73, 78 

concerning  William  Stnrgis,  mayor  of  Meridian 66,69,77 

concerning Price 63,64,65,77,79 

concerning  Adam  Kennard,  (colored) 63,64,77 

concerning  J.  Aaron  Moore,  (colored) 66,70,72 

concerning  William  Dennis,  aliat  Clopton,  (colored) 66,67,68,70,71,72,78 

concerning  Warren  Tyler,  (colored) 66,70,71,72 

armed  men  from  Alabama  carried  colored  men  away  from  Meridian.  .64, 65, 69, 78, 79, 80 

killing  of  Judge  Bramlette : 70 

killing  of  Diggs,  (colored,)  mail  agent 74 

killing  of  Joseph  Williams,  (color^) 74 

three  colored  men  hung 71 

burning  of  Sturgis's  store 67 

burning  of  house  of  J.  Aaron  Moore,  (colored) 72 

burning  of  colored  church  at  Meridian 72 

burning  of  school-houses 76 

feeling  between  the  races 63 

freedom  of  pc*litical  opinions 75,81,82 

school-teachers  whipped  and  compelled  to  leave 76 

threatening  notices 76 

negroes  voting  democratic  ticket 77 

security  and  safety  of  person  and  property t 80 

concerning  Union  Leagues 70,77 

Smith,  Pumell,  identified  by  FUnt 804 

Sons  of  the  South,  the  Native 501,677-679,681, 1071-1021, 1062, 1063, 1089-1091 

Starksville,  disturbance  at 993-997,1103 

State  and  county  officers 20,306,307,316,317,319,447 

State  debt,  &c • 20,23,208.307,309,310 

Stewart,  Aleck,  whinpingof 277 

Stewart,  Leonard,  iaentitied  by  Galloway 668 

StUlwell,  Mr  ,  recognition  of,  and  proving  of  a/i6i  by 793,796 

Stinson, ,  (Scaton.)  whipping  of 697,707,708,1037,1038 

Stinson,  Jesse,  John,  and  William,  identified  by  Turner 771 

Stock,  stealing  of 1046 

STONE,  RUFU8  B.,  testimony  of 1021-1030 

resident  of  Aberdeen;  formerly  lived  in  Chickasaw  County;  chief  clerk  in 

assessor's  office 1021 

six  school-houses  in  Chickasaw  County  burned,  twenty-six  in  Monroe  County 

and  one  in  Lee  County ;  character  of  Miss  Davis 1021 

Mr.  Richardson,  Geesner,  Waterbory,  Miss  Allan,  and  others,  ordered  to  dis- 
continue their  schools ;  whipping  of  Mr.  Huggins 1022 

concerning  General  Gholson  and  Colonel  Reynolds 1032, 1023, 1026, 1027 

outrages  upon  Mr.  Emmons,  teacher 1023 

character  of  Dr.  Woodmansee*s  democratic  speeches 1023, 1024 

firing  of  Colonel  Shattuck's  office 1024,1025 

General  Gholson  regarded  as  the  head  of  the  Ku-Klux 1026, 1027 

concerning  the  shooting  at  Gardner 1024,1027,1028 

Tobe  Hutchinson  taken  out  by  a  band  of  disguised  men  ;  his  body  found  with 

hU  throat  cut 10^ 

effect  of  Ku-Klux  outrages  upon  the  colored  men ^^*^ 
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STOKE,  RUFUS  B.,  testimony  of— Continiied. 

frequent  outrage  upon  Drary  Bailey,  and  his  sabseqnent  marker  by  Isaac 

Turner 1029,1030 

correction  of  his  testimony  as  to  the  burning  of  twenty-six  school-houses  in 

Monroe  County 1030 

Stubbletieid,  E.  J.,  whipping  of 1 152 

Sturgis,  Mr.,  burning  of  store  of 7,67,97,105,106,171,185,195,  199 

Loddith,  Diller,  rapo  of  daughter  of  Edward  Carter  by 1084 

Sufljrage,  negro,  whites  of  Noxubee  reconciled  to 503,529,530,566 

opposition  to,  in  Noxubee  County 572 

sentiment  of  democratic  party  of  the  State  as  to 590,591 

democratic  party  of  Lowndes  County  as  to 755,756 

Swansy,  Mr.,  whipping  of 909,927 

8YKi:'S,  JAMES,  testimony  of 728-769 

r«f sident  of  Columbus,  Lowndes  County ;  has  been  a  planter 728 

native  of  Virginia ;  was  an  old-line  whig ;  opposed  the  war ;  hates  radicalism 

worse  than  democracy 755 

was  a  slave-holder .* 756 

qpnceming  the  school-system  and  the  school-tax  in  Lowndes  County,  and  the 

action  taken  by  the  citizens  relative  thereto 728-751 ,  757, 758, 760, 761 ,  762 

school  stotistics  of  the  county 736,740,741,743 

general  texation  in  the  county 737,738,741,746,752 

condition  of  the  school-system  before  the  war 738, 740 

relative  to  the  statements  in  Mr.  Bishop's  report 744, 746, 747, 757, 758 

concerning  proper  price  to  be  paid  to  teachers 748-750 

opposed  to  negro  suffrage,  and  thinks  the  democrats  are  also 755, 756 

agricultural  statistics  of  the  county 759,760 

Sjkes,  Mr.,  alleged  tampering  with  witnesses  by ti51, 852, 911 

8jkes,  Mrs.  Jane,  outrages  upon  herself  and  family 1 086, 1 087, 1096, 1 097 

Sykes,  Mrs.  Jane,  whipping  of 1157 


Tacket,  Tripley  Aon,  driven  from  Winston  County 652 

Taliaferro,  John  R..conceming 376,377,386,391,403-405,409-412,439-441 

acknowledgments  relative  to  Ku-Klux  by 476, 477 

contradiction  of  testimony  of 551, 565 

character,  standing,  &c.,  of 527, 553, 554 

T.VLIAFERRO,  JOHN  R.,  testimony  of 223-246 

native  of  Virginia  and  resident  of  Noxubee  County 223 

captain  in  confederate  army ;  engaged  in  plsnting 224 

disguiflfnl  men.  operations  of 224-246 

trial  of  Ku-Khix at  Oxford 224,2:19,241 

execution  of  the  laws 224, 244 

killing  of  colored  men,  not  named 224, 230 

killing  of  Sam  Rogers,  (colored) 224,227,241,242 

killing  of Hopkins,  (colored, )  preacher 225, 242 

killing  of  Dick  Malone,  (colored) 225,242 

killing  of  George  Chestnut,  (colored,)  teacher * 226 

whipping  of  colored  men,  not  named 225, 226, 227 

negroes  intimidated 238 

negroes  voting  democratic  ticket 230 

behavior  of  negroes 234, 235 

schools,  &c 2'15 

concerning  Union  Leagues 245 

Taylor,  Harris,  captain  of  a  Klan ^ '. 1086 

Taxation 209 

relative  rate  of 504,1049-1051 

in  Noxubee  County 528,520,531,532,5:^5-638 

in  Lowndes ! 7:37, 7:J8, 741, 746, 752 

in  Monroe 852,1^53,876-87^.880,881,918 

Testimony  of— 

Adam,  G  Gordon 60-63 

Algood.  Jefferson  B 499-510 

Ailen,  Miss  Sarah  A 77^-779 

An*«er80U,  JohnH 1137-M45 

Anderson,  Lydia 510-513 

Baskervill,  Charles 374-416 

Beckwitb,  Joseph 8H8-890 
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Testimony  of— 

Bishop,  Joseph  N 1172-117:) 

BliM,  E.  Raymond 10:KMO;}6 

Brothers,  Oscar  C JOUl-Ml 

Campbell.  George  W 576-5H-2 

Carpenter,  Kduiuod  L 6l9-()2r> 

Carter,  Edward lOrtlMOf'G 

Caeon,  Jeremiah  H.. IJ29-li:« 

Chisolm,  W.W 246-265 

Clark,  Honry 1086-1100 

Clay,  Matthew 604-609 

Coleman,  William 482-492 

Cooper,  Peter 492-495> 

Crosby,  Edward 1133-11:^ 

Davi8,  Alexander  K 469-4>'2 

Davis,  Joseph 8tW-8lJ) 

Dismukes,  Elisha 02f)-6:«» 

Epprleston,  B.  B l-«i 

Flint,  Sanders 8^3-80S 

Flournoy,  Robert  W 82-9o 

Ford,  William  C 96-127 

.  French,  O.C (»-2:J 

Galloway,  Joseph  F 662-673 

GhoUon,  Samuel  J H29-i^A 

Gleed,  Robert 718-72S 

Gray,  Edmund 894-e9:> 

Hairston,  Joshua 798-^oa 

Harrison,  James  T llSiMl*! 

Hicks.  James 89l-89:> 

Holman,  Edward  E 342-358 

Huggins,  A.  P 2e>5-298,820-fe2M 

Humphries,  Abram  S. 1185-1  It^ 

Humphries,  William  W.,jr 1037-1073 

Jacobson,  E.  P 53-^^' 

Jaruagin,  Hampton  L 513-544 

Kennon,  Woodson  H.,  jr 693-6i»7 

Kolb,  William  B 1080-10«3 

Lee,  James  W 785-792 

Lewis,  Hiram  W 675-693 

Little,  Finis  H 35^374 

Lyon,  Theodoric  L 1115-1129 

Matthews,  Beverly 1175-118) 

McBride,  Cornelius 325-342 

McCoy,  John l074-\m 

Meridian  riot ;  testimony  taken  before  legislative  committee 23-53 

Meridian  riot ;  investigation  before  Judge  Leachman 1 27-164 

Metts,  Michael  A 6<6-6r>2 

Morris,  Joshua  S 298-325 

Morton,  John 1112-1115 

Nelson,  Elymas 895-Hl»9 

Orr,  Jehu  A 697-71-? 

Oxford  trials t 93*>-9j^ 

Perkins,  Lewis tlHM'OI 

Perkins,  William  H 1167-1171 

Pickett,  George  B 459-46'^ 

Pollard,  Au^tin IIDO-IIIO 

Powers,  Homer  C 987-M;(0 

Powers.  Uidgley  C 5t^3-6••3 

Reynolds,  Reuben  O , iHU-dM 

Rice,  Hampton  A 6('9-6  9 

Rives,  James  H 548-5:0 

Rives,  Robert  G 652-6(52 

Rose,  Captain  Thomas  E 78U-7i?5 

Sessions.  J.  F ^l^r^-^'S^ 

Smith,  Daniel  H 5fa-575 

Smiih,  J   R Gli--^^ 

Stone, Rufus  B 102I-U30 

Sykes,  James 72S-769 

Taliaferro.  John  R 223-240 
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Testimoiiy  of — 

Triplett,  David 544-548 

Tamer,  Joseph 769-777 

Walburg,  Lewis 1110-1112 

Wells,  C.  Wiley 1147-1 1H7 

Whitaker,  M.  H 165-205 

Whitfield,  HcDTy  B 416-453 

Willis.  WashiDgton 1184-1185 

WilMD,  James  T.,  sr 1145-1147 

Yates,  CapUin  George  W 793-79H 

Thomas,  Albert,  whippiog  of 1067,1095,1157 

Thomas*,  Jesse,  killing  of 639 

TbompoD, ,  whipping  of. 799,800 

Tippah  Connty,  whippings  in 1088 

Clark's  investigation  of  Ku-Klux  in 1086, 1088, 1 0k9,  1094-1096.1099 

whipped  in :  (for  page,  see  names  elFowhere :)  Armistcad  Boyd,  Charles  Boyd. 
Joseph  Brooks,  Tillman  Green,  Silas  Mask,  Albert  Thonms~6. 

Tishcmiogo  County,  killings  in 1153 

s^ot  in  :  John  and  Catharine  Hunnicutt,  Samuel  Meeks— 3  ;  whipped  in:  Mr. 
Richardson — 1. 

Trailer.  Mr.,  killing  of 1143,1147 

TRIPLEIT.  DAVID,  (colored,)  testimony  of 544-548 

lived  in  Winston  County  last  year ;  now  in  Noxubee 544 

killing  of  Solomon  Triplett  by  disguised  men 545,546 

no  arrests  made 546-548 

killing  of  Peter  Gregory 547 

Triplett,  George,  beating  of  Mr.  Winston  by 1041 

Triplett,  John  Q.,  identified  by  Coleman 1J51 

Triplett,  Solomon,  killing  of: 

Holman's  account  of 346,347 

Whitfield's  account  of 432,433 

Davis's  account  of.. .' 474 

Coleman's  account  of 486 

Anderson's  account  of > 512 

Triplett's  account  of 545, 546 

Powers'*  account  of 587 

Metts's  account  of 638,^39, 646, 647 

Wells's  account  of 1150,  1151 

fabbs's, ,  confessions  ss  to  raids  made  by  the  Ku-Klux 782, 783 

Turner, ,  a  freed  man,  killing  of 1152,1155,1156 

Tomer,  Isaac  killing  of  Drury  Bailey  by 1029,1030 

TURNER,  JOSEPH,  (colored,)  testimony  of 769-777 

resident  of  Lowndes  County 769 

was  whipped  by  disguised  men 770,775 

character  of  the  disguises  worn ;  recognized  John,  Will,  and  Jpss  Stinson, 
Warran  Gardner,  Laney  Williams,  John  Kidd  and  his  son  John,  Fuller 

Wiler,  and  Jasper  Webb 771 

whipping  of  Albert   Murphy,  Dick   Halliday,  Kd  Murphy,  a   colored   man 

and  a  colored  woman 772 

whipping  of  Jim  Hicks  and  Jim  Verner 773 

kiihng  of  Jack  Dupree  and  Aleck  Page 773,774 

whipping  of  Simon  Dunning  and  Aleck  Willis 774 

Jehu  Wolf,  colored  Ku-Klux,  turns  State's  evidence 773, 774 

slso  Henry  Hatch  ;  man  killed  on  Muddy  Creek 774,775 

Andy  Crosby  captain  of  Ku-Klux 775 

loraer.  Joseph,  whipping  of i..  ..673,770,775,1060, 1152 

U. 

llnion  Club,  society  of  the 1067 

ToioD  League: 

French  concerning  the 6, 16 

Sessions  concerning  the 70, 77, 222, 222^ 

Floumoy  concerning  the 86 

Fold  concerning  the » 105 

Whitaker  concerning  the 178,187 

TaliafeiTo  eonoeming  the 245 

Bsskervill  concerning  the 374,383,388 

Whitfield  concerning  the 452 
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V. 

Par*- 

Verner,  Jim,  whipping  of 773 

Voters,  law  of  Mississippi  relative  to  influencint^ 317,813,320,321 

treatment  by  ne^n'oes  of  democratic  colored 75^5, 726, 1048 

intimidation  of  colored 113:}-]  136 

W. 

WALBUKG,  LEWIS,  testimony  of 1110-1112 

•     resident  of  Columbus  ;  captain  of  police 1110 

character  of  H.  B.  Whit6eld 1110-1112 

character  of  William  W.  Humphries 1110 

Wamble,  Abram,  killing  of 280, 296, 361 ,  780, 781 .  787, 8 1 1 ,  834, 867, 879, 908, 927 

Waterbury,  Mr.,  ordered  to  qiiit  teaching 1022 

Webb,  Jasper,  identified  by  Turner 771 

Webb,  Jasper,  forces  Davis  to  join  Ku-Kiux 808 

Webb,  Ruffin,  ordered  to  quit  teaching «5G4, 1081 

Wells,  Bob,  whippintrof 672,673 

WELLS,  O.  WILEY,  testimony  of 1147-1167 

resident  of  Marshall  County ' 1147 

United  States  district  attorney  for  the  northern  district  for  two  years  .5 1 14H 

feeling  toward  northern  settlers 1 14!S 

results  of  his  investigations  of  the  Ku-Klux  organization  ...  1 148-1  IfiO,  1152, 1157-1 160 
HchooUhouse  of  John  W.  Avery  burned  and  he  warned  to  leave ;  school-scrip 
taken  from  Mr.  Eaves  and  burned  ;  large  number  of  school-houses  burned  in 

Winston  County,  and  all  the  schools  discontinued 1 150 

killing  of  Solomon  Triplett 1150,  lir>I 

John  Q.  Triplett,  two  McElhaneys,  and  Mr.  Eaves  recognized  by  Coleman : 
.    Alexander  W.  Murff,  school-director,  forced  to  resign ;  whipping  of  Joe 
Atkins ;  effect  upon  the  negroes  of  Ku-Klux  outrages ;  whipping  of  Al- 
fred Connell  and  Hake  Siss ;  Henry  Hanson  shot •. 1151 

whipping  of  Joe  Turner,  E.  J.  Stubblefield,  A.  P.  Huggins,  and  wife  of  Fra- 
zier  Duncan ;  John  Campbell's  store  robbed ;   disturbance  in  Pontotoc : 

release  of  prisoners  from  the  Purdy  jail,  Tennessee 1 1 52 

colored  school-teacher  thrown  into  a  well ;  killing  of  Williams ;  three  men 
taken  from  the  Rienzi  jail ;  one  shot,  one  hung,  and  one  whipped  ;  whipping 
and  hanging  of  Alex,  nughes ;  whipping  of  £.  C.  Echols  and  wife  ;  outrage 

upon  Almira  Wyndham 1  jr>3 

whipping  and  banging  of  Betsey  Lucas';  whipping  of  McBride,  Eliza  Hintou, 
Jesse  Higgins  twice,  Andy  Graham,  and  Jonn  Glenn  :  Mingo  Rogers  driven 

off 11.54 

whipping  of  Manuel  Lawrence,  Green  Williams,  Edmund  Glenn,  George  May- 
bray,  twice,  and  Nancy  Edmonds llJiT* 

killinj^  of  Turner,  a  freedman 1 152, 1  l.n5, 115(5 

whipping  of  Albert  May  and  Jane  Hotcher ;  killing  of  Isaiah  Lewis 1 156 

whipping  of  Willis  Mask,  Armistead  Boyd,  Joseph  Brooks,  Albert  Thomas, 

,     Mrs.  Jane  Sykes,  and  Charles  Boyd  ;  Early  Bresle  shot  at 1 157 

shooting  of  John  Honeycutt  and  sister 1157, 115t< 

Mr.  Newman  driven  away  ;  whipping  of  Mr.  Richardson 1158 

disturbance  in  court  caused  by  General  Lamar 1 160-1 162 

details  of  the  burning  of  Shipley  by  Whistler 1162-1164 

killing  of  Mr.  Whistler 1164,1165 

character  of  Mr.  Huggins  and  Miss  Davis ;  rape  on  a  colored  girl  by  Mr.  Free- 
man           1 165 

church  burned  by  Freeman  ;  sentiment  toward  the  common-school  system  ...         1 166 

Westbrook,  Blnford,  Williamson,  and  Zachariah  identified  by  Flint 804 

pings: 

Abraham, ,  (colored,)  Oktibbeha  County.  May,  1871 936 

Adams,  Thomas  W.,  Kemper  County,  1869 257 

A  Hah,  Joseph,  (colored,)  Lowndes  County,  June,  1871 424 

Anderson,  Lydia,  (colored, )  Noxubee  County,  June,   1871 510, 51 3 

Atkins,  Joseph,  f colored, )  Monroe  County,  March,  1871 361, 1 151 

Blttke,  Frank,  (colored,)  Lowndes  County 1042 

Boyd,  Armistead,  (colored, )  Tippah  County,  summer  of  1871 1087, 1095, 1 157 

Boyd,  Charles,  (colored, )  Tippah  County,  March,  1871 Il.'»7 

Brooks.  Joseph,  (colored, )  Tippah  County,  summer  of  1871 1087, 1095, 1 157 

Butler,  Santee,  (colored,)  Monroe  County 361,362,847,879, 1138, 1144 

Cannon,  (Campbell,)  Nathan,  (colored,)  Winston  County,  May,  1871..  .485,486,491, 

493,513,638,647 


Whippii 
Abri 
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Pag«. 
Whippinj^s : 

Cockennan,  Frank,  (colored,)  LowDdes  County,  April,  187  L 1081, 1083 

ColemaD,  Robin,  (colored,)  Winston  Coqnty,  May,  1871 484,494,638,647 

Coleman,  Williaro,  (colored,)  Winston  Connty,  March,  1871 .. . . :^^5, 474, 482, 483, 495 

637,654,655 

Coleman,  William,  (colored,)  WMnston  County,  compelled  to  leave  home 484,495 

497,498 

Connell,  Alfred,  (colored,)  Monroe  County,  March.  1871 1151 

Dnncan,  Frazier,  nrlfe  of,  (colored,)  Noxubee  Cbunty,  March,  1871 1152 

Donning,  (Dunham,)  Simon,  (colored,)  Monroe  County,  summer  of  1871.-774,811 

1138, 1144, 

Eccleg,  (Echols,)  E.C.,  Chickasaw  County 330, 342,  :^1, 549, 879, 921, 1153 

Eccles,  K.C.,  wifeof,  Chickasaw  County! 1153 

Edmonds,  Nancy,  (colored, )  Winston  County,  May,  1 871 1 165 

Farmer,  H.  W.,  Lowndes  County 237,418,444 

Foster,  Addy,  (colored,)  Winston  County 339 

Gladney,  George,  (colored, )  Winston  County,  May,  1871 484. 494, 638, 647 

Glenn,  Edmond,  (colored, )  Alcorn  County,  April,  1871 1155 

Glenn,  John,  (colored,)  Alcorn  County,  April,  1871 1154 

Grasiam,  Andy,  (colored, )  Alcorn  County,  April,  1871 1454 

Green,  Tillm/in,  (colore«J,)  Tippah  Connty,  summer  of  1871 1087, 1095 

Greyer,  Henry,  (colored, )  Kemper  County 256 

Halliday,  Dick,  (colored,)  Lowndes  County,  April,  1871 772 

Harston, .  (colored,)  Lowndes  County 395,42:J 

Hickman,  Rufns,  (colored, )  Kemper  County,  spring  of  1871 587 

Hicks,  Jim,  and  wife,  (colored,)  Lowndes  County,  March,  1871 : 

Whitfield's  account  of 417,445 

Galloway's  account  of 671,672 

Turner's  account  of • 773 

his  own  account  of '891 

Gray's  account  of 894, 895 

Perkins's  account  of 900 

Humpbries's  account  of 1038 

Higgins,  Jesse,  (colored,)  Oktibbeha  County,  March,  1871 1154 

Hinton,  Eliza,  (colored, )  Noxubee  County,  March,  1870 473, 1 154 

Honeysuckle,  Fanny,  (colored,)  Alcorn  County,  March,  187 1 340 

Hotcher,  Jane,  (colored,)  Noxubee  County,  April,  1 87 1 1 156 

Hoggins,  A.  P.,  Monroe  County,  April,  1871 : 

Powers's  account  of »  587 

Lee's  account  of. 787 

Gholson's  account  of 845,846,879 

Reynolds's  account  of 905,906,919 

Stone's  account  of 1022 

Wells's  account  of 1152 

Hughes,  Aleck,  (colored, )  Noxubee  County,  April,  1871 340,473,474,512,1152 

Irion,  George,  (colored, )  Lowndes  County,  April,  1871 672 

Jackson,  Robert,  Noxubee  County,  March,  1870 480, 514 

Job,  Zach,  (colored,)  Noxubee  County,  1871 340 

Leadbetter,  Henry,  (colored, )  Noxubee  County,  1871 ^       340 

Lowry,  Isam,  (colored,)  Noxubee  County 395,425,473.619,620 

Lucas,  Betsey,  (colored, )  Noxubee  County,  March,  1870... 469, 470, 5 14, 548, 558, 11 54 
Mask,  Silas,  (Willis,)  (cx)lored,)  Tippah  County,  summer  of  1871 ..  1086, 1098, 1099, 1157 

May,  Albert,  (colored, )  Noxubee  County,  April,  1 871 1 156 

May  bray,  George,  (colored,)  Alcorn  County,  March,  1871 1155 

McBride,  Cornelius,  Chickasaw  County,  March,  1871 284,365,437,9^21,1154 

McOlendon,  (McKennon,)  Mr.,  Monroe  County 849,879,909,921 

McMilUn,  William,  (colored, )  Noxubee  County,  August,  1869 358, 880 

Miller,  William,  (colored,)  Winston  County 336,340 

Mitchell,  Mordecai,   (colored,)  Winston  Countv,   May,  1871.. 484, 493, 494, 638, 647, 

648,655 

MuTphy,  Alfred,  (colored, )  Lowndes  County,  April,  187 1 772 

Murphy,  Edward,  (colored, )  Lowndes  County,  April,  187 1 672, 772 

Owen,  Mr.,  Monroe  County 909,921 

Oyster,  (Rogers, )  Daniel,  (colored,)  Oktibbeha,  April,  1871 988 

Peter, ,  (colored,)  Monroe  County,  April,  1 871 281 

Reynolds, ,  Lowndes  County,  1871 697,707,708,1037,1038 

Rice,  Moses,  (colored, )  Oktibbeha  County,  May,  1871 436 

Richardson,  Mr.,  Tishomingo  County,  April,  1871 1158 

Shubblc,  George,  (colored, )  Alcorn  County,  March,  187 1 'MO 
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Whippings : 

BiHB,  Hako,  (colored,)  Monroe  County,  March,   1871 1151 

Skinner,  Alfred,  (colored  )  Monroe  County,  1871 ^7H 

^ewort.  Alei'k,  (colored, )  Lowndes  County,  March,  1871 277 

Stinson,  (Seafon, )  Mr. ,  Noxubee  County,  1 87 1 :  697, 707, 7U8, 1037, 103^' 

Stnbblcfield.  E.J.,  Alcorn  County,  June,  1871 115'J 

Swausy,  Mr.,  Monroe  County 709, 921 

Thomas,  Albert,  (colored,)  Tippah  County,  summer  of  1871 1087, 1095, 1 157 

Thompson, (colored.)  Lowndes  County,  November,  1870 799, 80i» 

Turner,  Joseph,  (colored,)  Lowndes  County,  summer  of  1871  ..673,770,775, 1060, 1 152 

Vernon,  James,  (colored,)  Lowndes  County,  1871 77:5 

Wells.  Robert,  (colored, )  Lowndes  County,  winter  of  1870 672, 673 

Whitfield,  Alfred,  (colored,)  Monroe  County 269,270,844,845.902,917 

Williams,  Green,  (colored,)  Alcorn  County,  April,  1871 1 155 

Willis,  Aleck,  (Khett,)  colored,  Monroe  County,  summer  of  1871.  .774, 811, 113^,  1144. 

1184 

Wilson,  Mr.,  Monroe  County i>09,92l 

Names  not  given 5h7 

in  Lowndes  County 672,678.719,720,772 

in  Alabama 795-797 

in  Monroe 1146 

WHITAKER,  M.A.,  testimony  of. 165-205 

resident  of  Meridian,  and  a  lawyer 165 

chairman  of  committee  of  safety  at  time  of  riot 172 

served  in  confederate  army 193 

execution  of  the  laws 165,  167,186,201 

diftguised  men,  operations  of 190,  191, 199 

riot  at  Meridian 16ri 

riot  at  Meridi>in,  investigation  by  Judge  Leachman«of 184 

concerning  William  Sturgis,  mayor  of  Meridian 172 

concerning Price 168,  169, 179.  180,  181,182, 187, 188, 189,203 

concerning  Adam  Kennard,  (colored) 168,180,181,182,187,188,202 

concerning  Warren  Tyler,  (colored) 170,171,  173-177, 180,  182,  189. 190. 191,  194 

concerning  Dennis,  alias  Clopton.  (colored) 171, 172, 173, 178,  190, 192, 196,204 

concerning  J.  Aaron  Moore,  (colored) 171, 173 

concerning Reynolds • 179 

killing  of  Judge  Bramlelte 176,182 

killing  of Williams,  (colored) 165,166,  1&5, 191, 199,  20(» 

three  colored  men  hung 1 179,184,  19«,  200,204 

burning  of  store  of  Sturgis 171,  185,195,  199 

burning  of  house  of  J.  Aaron  Moore,  (colored) 178, 185, 199, 200 

burning  of  colored  church  at  Meridian 178,185,200,204 

diagram  of  court-room  floor  at  Meridian 174 

armed  men  from  Alabama  carried  colored  men  away  from  Meridian..  .170, 171,  200,201 

feeling  between  the  races 182,188,  195,202 

negroes  voting  democratic  ticket I9t) 

sentiment  of  people  toward  the  Government 193 

concerning  Union  Leagnes 178, 187 

White  Rose,  the  society  of  the 477,501 

Whitfield,  Alfred,  whipping  of 269,270,814,845,902,917 

Whitfield,  Henry  B.,  letter  of,  to  Dr.  Matt  Clay 605, 60t'. 

Humphriett's  opinion  of  the  character  of 1051 ,  1052, 1067, 106H 

Walburg*s  opinion  of  the  character  of,  and  relative  to  his  business  aifairs 1110-1112 

Morton's  opinion  of  the  character  of 11 12-11 15 

Lyon's 1115-1125 

Cason's 1130-1133 

Malthews's 1175-118l» 

Harrison's 1180-1183 

WHITFIELD,  HENRY  B.,  testimony  of 416-4:»3 

resident  of  Columbus  since  February,  1H39;  native  of  Georgia,  and  son  of 

Ex-Governor  Whitfield ;  mayor  of  Columbus 4  U» 

lawyer  by  profession 417 

member  of  board  of  school  directors  of  Lowndes  County 418, 443 

disguised  men,  operations  of  bands  of 417, 430, 435, 438, 439 

disguised  men,  colored  men  whipped  and  killed  by 426, 434 

disguised  men,  colored  men  intimidated  by 427,442,453 

killing  of Mason,  (colored) 423 

killing  of  Dick  Malone,  (colored) 42f> 

killing  of Triplett,  (colored) 432, 4:J:*. 
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WHITFIELD.  HENRY  B.,  testimony  of— Continued. 

killinf^  of  Jack  Diipree,  (colored ) 4;^> 

killinf^  of  Aleck  Page,  (colored) 435 

hang:iofr  of  Joe  Blacksmith,  (colored) 424 

whipping  of  James  Hicks,  (colored) 417,446 

whipping  of Harston,  (colored) 423 

whipping  of  Joe  Allon,  (colored) 424 

whipping  of  Isham  Lowry,  (colored) 425 

whipping  of  Moses  Uice,  (colored) 430 

whipping  of  Abraham ,  (colored) 4:J6 

whipping  of  Colonel  A.  P.  Iliiggins 430, 4i}5 

whipping  of  Cornelius  McBride 437 

whipping  of  two  men  in  Columbus 419 

attack  on  Colonel  Flonmoy 437 

threats  against  H.  W.  Farmer,  teacher 418, 444 

driving  away  of  Kov.  Mr.  McLacblun 43G 

school  system,  school-tax,  &c 422,  443, 446,  447,  448,  452 

school-teachers  ordered  to  stop  teaching 42U,  42 1 ,  422,  446 

circular  of  school  superintendent  of  Lowndes  County 453^59 

trials  of  Ku-Klux  at  Oxford 437,444,449 

no  arrests  of  Ka-Klux  by  8tate  authorities 431 

State  gOTernmeut  of  Mississippi 450,451 

disfranchisement 447 

concerning  John  K.Taliaferro 440,  441 

concerning  Union  Leagues 452 

Wbittaker,  John,  confessions  as  to  Ku-Klux ...1076,  1079 

Wiler,  FuUen,  identified  by  Turner 771 

Williams, ,  killling  of 1153 

Williams,  Green,  whipping  of • 1155 

Williams,  Joseph,  killing  of. 74, 1(  2,  114, 116, 125. 165. 166, 185,  191, 199,  200 

Williams,  Laney,  identitied  by  Turner 771 

Willis,  Aleck,  (Rhett,)  whipping  of 774,811,  1138,  1144,1184 

Willis,  Burrill,  (alleged  Ku-Klux, )  indentified  by  Davis 809 

WiUis,  Burrill,  (alleged  Ku-Klux,)  identified  by  Willis 11«> 

Willis.  Jefferson,  (alleged  Ku-Klux, )  identified  by  Davis 809 

Willis,  Jefferson,  (alleged  Ku-Klux,)  identified  by  Willis 1  lt5 

Willis,  John,  identified  by  Willis.  .. : 1184 

Willis.  Plummer,  identified  by  Willis 1184 

WILLIS,  WASH  INGTOX,  ( colored, )  testimony  of 1 184-1 186 

resident  of  Monroe  County 1 184 

whipping  of  Alexander  Willis  by  the  Ku-Klux ;  recognized  Barbour  Quarles, 
William   Butler,  Plummer   Willis,  John   Willis,    Pope  Mays,   and  John 

Roberta 1184 

Jefferson  Willis  and  Burrill  Willis 1185 

WILSON,  JAMES  T.,  sr.,  testimony  of 1145-1147 

resident  of  Monroe  County ;  a  farmer;  fifty  years  old ;  native  of  the  State...         1145 

was  vidited  twice  by  the  Ku-Klux 1145, 1146 

whipping  of  a  colored  woman . .  ^ 1 146 

killing  of  Mr.  Trailer 1147 

Wilson,  Mr.,  whipping  of 909,921 

Winston  County,  burning  of  8chool-h<m.ies  and  churches  in 467, 493, 587, 588, 601, 640, 

650,699 

killings  in 230 

no  intimidation  of  voters  in 641 

killed  in :   Allen  Bird,  Mr.   Cherry,  Jerry  « ,  Johnston  Keitt,  George 

Murph,  Jesse  Thomas,  Solomon  Triplett,  Nelson  Yarborough — 8  ;  shot  in : 
Mr.  Parks— 1 ;  whipped  in :  Nathan  Cannon,  Reuben  Coleman,  William 
Co'.eman,  Nancy  Edwards,  Addy  Foster,  Georgo  Gladney,  William  Miller, 
^ordecai  Mitchell — H,  (for  page  see  names  elsewhere.) 

Winstor,  Mr.,  beating  by  Georgo  Triplett  of 1041 

Wi8.sler,  Mr.,  killing  of 476,501,506,521-523,1164,1165 

Wissler.  Mr,  killing  of  Mr.  Shipley  by 4h0, 481, 506, 523-526, 596-59l»,  1162-1164 

Witnesses,  (see  Testimony  of.) 

Wolf,  Jehu,  turns  Slate's  evidence 773, 774 

Woodmansee,  Dr.,  character  of  speeches  of 1023, 1024 

Woods,  A.,  captain  of  »  Klan 1086 

Woods,  Mr.,  attempt  to  kill 782 

Wyndham,  Almira,  outrage  upon 1 153 
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Y. 

Yarboroagh,  Nelson,  killing  of 641,657 

YATES,  Captain  GEORGE  W.,  testimony  of 793-79^ 

captain  of  the  Seventh  Cavalry,  United  States  Army ;  stationed  at  Meridian. .  793 

killinfjr  of  a  negpro ;  Still  well  recognized ;  he  proves  an  aliln 793, 79€ 

negro  shot,  his  house  fired,  and  he  and  two  cnildren  burned 793, 794, 796 

attack  upon  Governor  Powers's  house,  in  Kemper  County,  and  the  killing  of 

George  Evans 794 

his  views  as  to  the  Ku-KIuz  organization 79r> 

sympathy  with  the  Kn-Klux    797 

two  colored  men  whipped  in  Alabama 795-797 

Yerger,  Mr.,  case  of,  (killing  of  Mr.  Crane) 520,221 

Young,  George,  whipping  by  negroes  of Uii2 

Young,  Samuel,  identified  by  Flint H04 
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TESTIMONY. 


CONDITION  OF  AFFAIRS  IN  THE  SOUTHERN  STATES. 


MISSISSIPPI. 

Washington,  D.  C,  June  8, 1871. 
B.  B.  E6GLEST0N  Bwom  and  examiaed. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

QuefiUm,  In  what  part  of  the  State  of  Mississippi  do  you  live  f 

Anwer.  I  live  in  Columbas,  Mississippi. 

Quatian.  How  long  have  you  lived  in  t>hat  State? 

Awwr,  I  went  there  in  December,  1865. 

Questkm.  What  pablic  position,  if  any,  do  you  occupy  there  f 

Afi$wer,  I  am  assessor  of  internal  revenue  at  this  time. 

Question.  In  what  parts  of  the  State  do  your  duties  require  you  to  gof 

Answer.  My  duties  do  not  take  me  away  from  my  office  really ;  my  district  extends 
over  about  one-third  of  the  State.  The  revenue  is  assessed  by  assistants  under  me,  and 
they  report  to  my  office. 

QufsHon.  Are  you,  through  your  assistants,  in  communication  with  that  part  of  the 
State  comprised  in  your  district  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

(Question,  Please  go  on  and  state  to  the  committee  any  facts  within  your  knowledge, 
or  that  have  come  to  your  knowledge  through  those  sources,  tending  to  show  the  exist- 
ence of  any  organization  intended  to  interfere  with  person  and  property,  or  with  the 
free  expression  of  opinion. 

Answer.  Personally  I  know  nothing  about  any  outrages  being  committed  in  Missis- 
aippL  nor  of  any  organization  of  any  kind.  All  I  know  is  from  hearsay  and  from  re- 
ports. I  am  satisflS  in  my  own  mind  that  there  aie  organizations  or  that  there  is 
an  organization  existing  in  the  State,  even  in  the  county  in  which  I  live.  Its  object 
is  to  carry  their  ends  in  nolitical  mattei-s,  I  think ;  that  is  my  opinion. 

Question.  What  are  the  tacts  which  have  brought  you  to  that  conclusion  f 

Answer.  Reports  of  outrages  being  committed. 

Question.  In  what  manner  have  those  reports  reached  you  f 

Answer.  From  conversation  with  different  parties,  and  from  seeing  accounts  of  them 
published  in  the  papers. 

Question.  What  offenses  of  that  character  have  become  known  to  you  either  from 
conversation  with  the  parties  themselves,  or  from  any  information  upon  which  you 
rely  as  credible,  and  from  which  you  can  give  us  a  statement  of  the  general  condition 
of  things  existing  there  ? 

Answer.  There  have  been  some  persons  whipped  in  the  country ;  at  least  I  have  been 
told  so. 

Question.  Have  the  persons  themselves  who  have  been  the  sufferers  told  you  sot 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  I  do  not  think  any  person  who  has  been  molested  by  them  haa  told 
me  8o.  There  wsis  a  colored  man  who  gave  me  an  account  of  a  party  who  were  after 
him  one  night,  but  they  did  not  hurt  him  because  he  got  away. 

(luestion.  How  recent  was  that  occurrence  f 

Answer.  That  occurred,  I  should  think,  three  months  aj^o. 

Question.  What  did  ho  say  in  reference  to  the  manner  in  which  he  was  pursued,  and 
the  character  of  the  persons  who  pursued  him  ? 

Answer.  He  said  that  there  was  a  party  of  disguised  men  on  the  road,  and  he  heard 
his  name  spoken,  and  upon  that  he  got  away.  The  same  party,  or  it  was  supposed  to 
be  the  same  party,  visited  some  quarters  near  where  he  lived,  and  whipped  two  or 
three  persona,  I  l)clieve ;  ttvo,  I  think  it  was. 

Question.  At  that  same  time  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Que$tion.  Was  this  colored  man  a  leader  among  the  colored  people  f 

An$wer.  1  do  not  know  that  he  was. 
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Question.  Did  heHnstain  any  relations  that  made  bim  obnosions  to  the  neighborbood ! 

Attsicer,  I  do  not  know  that.  I  met  him  on  Mr.  LewiH*8  plantation,  where  be  liad 
formerly  lived.  lie  came  over  there  and  reported  the  fact  to  Mr.  Lewis.  Mr.  Lewis 
was  a  northern  man ;  he  came  there  and  reported  the  fact  to  him,  and  I  heard  the  re- 
port.   That  is  the  w^ay  I  came  to  know  about  it. 

Question,  Was  that  the  only  person  who  has  been  visited  by  these  persons  in  disgaibe 
with  whom  you  have  had  any  conversation  f 

jHStcer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  The  only  one  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  To  the  extent  of  your  knowledge,  are  jieraons  at  liberty,  in  the  district  in 
which  you  discharge  your  duties  as  assessor,  to  express  freely  and  without  molestation 
their  political  sentiments? 

Ansirer,  I  think  they  are  at  this  time;  yes,  sir. 

Question.  There  is  no  hinderance  f 

Answer.  I  never  have  heanl  of  any^  nobody  has  ever  said  anything  tome.  My 
assistants  have  never  been  interfered  with  in  the  discharge  of  their  duties  in  any  way. 

Question,  Can  the  laws  be,  and  are  they,  executed  through  that  portion  of  the  State 
with  which  you  ai'e  acquainted  f 

Ansirer,  I  believe  they  are. 

Question.  And  do  you  believe  that  life,  person,  and  property  are  secure  within  that 
district  under  the  administration  of  justice  there  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  if  a  man  goes  quietly  about  bis  business,  and  does  not  talk  politics, 
&c.,  I  do  not  think  there  is  any  danger.  A  man  may  be  in  danger  by  talking  politics 
and  making  himself  obnoxious  to  those  people. 

Question,  Suppose  lie  talks  politics  in  the  ordinary  way  of  expressing  his  opinions, 
does  tliat  bring  upon  him  any  hostility  f 

Answer.  I  do  not  think  it  would ;  not  at  this  time. 

Question.  I  understand  you  to  say  that  you  believe  men  of  both  political  parties  are 
at  libei-ty  to  talk  fret^ly  about  political  questions,  and  will  incur  no  danger  by  doiugso. 

Answer.  At  this  time;  yes,  sir. 

Question.  Has  it  been  so  for  the  past  two  years  there? 

Answer.  No,  sir;  I  do  not  think  it  has.  During  our  canvasses  and  campaigns  there 
the  people  become  very  much  excited ;  and  I  think  there  have  been  times  there  when 
a  man  was  in  danger  if  he  expressed  himself  very  freely. 

Question.  Does  that  remark  apply  to  men  of  both  political  parties,  or  only  to  those  of 
one  political  party  f 

Answer.  Well,  I  think  it  applies  to  one. 

Question.  Which  one  ? 

Answer.  I  have  never  heard  o(  any  threats  from  the  republican  party.  I  have  heard 
them  from  the  other. 

Question.  Threats  on  what  ground  f 

Answer.  Well,  that  the  leaders  of  the  republican  party  are  objectionable  to  the  peo- 
ple there.  I  frequently  hear  the  remark  on  the  street  in  our  city  that  as  soon  as  thef 
get  ]H>w(>r  they  intend  to  clean  out  all  such  men  tm  myself  and  those  of  that  stripe.  I 
frequently  hear  that  remark.  No  person  Hays  anything  to  me  specially  about  it.  They 
all  treat  nie  kindly. 

Question.  Do  you  understand  that  remark  as  applying  simply  to  the  exercise  of  their 
political  power,  or  to  the  exercise  of  violent  ineausf 

Answer.  I  think  it  is  more  for  political  ellect  that  they  talk  that  way  than  anything 
else.  They  intend  it  to  have  the  eft'eet  of  causing  people  to  keep  quiet  and  alJowiug 
them  to  go  on. 

Question.  What  are  the  facts  upon  which  you  base  your  belief  as  to  the  existence  of 
a  secret  organization  there  f 

Answer,  As  I  have  said  before,  from  what  I  have  heard  about  their  being  seen;  and 
some  of  them  have  been  taken.  In  the  auu}  where  they  visited  Lieutenant  Colonel 
Powers's  jdace,  one  of  them  was  killed.  The  place  of  Colonel  Powers,  lieutenant-gov- 
ernor of  the  State,  was  visited  by  them  a  month  or  six  weeks  ago,  and  in  the  atlray 
one  of  them  wa.s  killed ;  so  the  colonel  told  me. 

Question.  Were  those  who  went  masked  f 

Answer.  Y«'8,  sir. 

Question.  Wsis  it  one  of  the  persons  who  were  masked  that  wa«  killed  f 

Answtr,  Yes.  Kir.  They  did  not  hurt  anybody  on  the  plantation  ;  they  got  up  a  par- 
ley, and  while  the  parley  was  going  on  one  of  the  party  was  killed,  and  they  then  di»- 
pei'sed. 

Question,  For  what  purpose  did  they  visit  that  plantation  f 

Answtr.  They  sjiid  they  wanted  a  young  man  who  was  overseer  on  the  place. 

Question,  Did  yon  know  him  f 

Answer.  N«».  sir;  only  by  reputation. 

Question.  Was  Colonel  Powers  there  at  the  time  the  visit  occurred? 
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Jntnrer.  No,  sir ;  he  was  on  his  other  plantation  when  it  occnnred,  and  went  over 
th<*re;  and  from  there  came  to  our  place^  and  I  was  talking  with  him  abont  it. 

Qttesiion.  Then  you  have  no  personal  knowledge  upon  that  subject,  and  have  had  no 
conversation  with  any  other  person  than  the  one  you  have  named  f 

Jwifcr.  No,  sir. 

(^ue«tio».  Has  there  been  any  difficulty  encountered  in  executing  the  internal  revenue 
laws  in  the  district  f 

Attswtr.  None  at  all ;  no  trouble  whatever  iti  that  respect. 

Qfiestion,  How  much  of  the  State  does  your  district  embrace  f 

Anawer.  Abont  one-third  of  the  State. 

(^aenHon.  Can  you  name  the  counties  embraced  in  your  district  t 

Answer.  Lowndes,  Oktibbeha,  Choctaw,  Carroll,  Holmes,  Attala,  Leake,  Winston,  Nox- 
dW.  Kemper,  Neshoba,  Lauderdale,  Newton,  Clark,  Jiisper,  Smith,  Scott,  Kankiu, 
.Madison,  Hinds,  Warren,  Yozoo,  Issaquena,  and  Washington  ;  twenty-four  counties  in 
all.  It  is  a  little  over  a  third  of  the  State,  running  from  east  to  west  right  through  the 
middle  of  the  State.  The  State  is  divided  into  three  districts,  and  mine  is  the  middle 
district;  the  Vicksburg district. 

By  Mr.  Stevenson  : 

Question,  Where  did  these  troubles  occur  of  which  you  heard  ? 

.Jii«rer.  The  one  at  Colonel  Powers^s  place  was  in  Winston  County ;  the  other  waa 
just  in  the  e<lge  of  Noxubee,  close  to  Lowndes  County,  in  the  northwest  corner  of  Nox- 
ubee Connty. 

Qaegtion.  On  the  Alabama  line  ? 

Auitctr.  Lowndes  County  is  on  the  Alabama  line,  but  the  occurrence  took  place  in 
the  northwest  corner  of  Noxubee  County,  which  is  also  a  border  county. 

Qntstion.  Which  one  occurred  there  ? 

Aninrer.  The  one  the  colored  boy  told  me  about. 

Q,H€9tion.  Where  was  the  attack  on  the  plantation  f 

Antver,  That  was  in  Winston  County,  a  little  southwest  of  Noxubee 

Qafstion.  In  which  county  do  you  live  ? 

Afufwer.  I  live  at  Columbus,  in  Lowndes  County. 

Question.  Have  you  heard  of  these  organizations  in  other  counties  of  your  district  t 

Anifwer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  have  heard  of  them  in  difif*erent  counties. 

Qve$tion,  In  about  how  many  ? 

J  Mirer.  I  have  hf*ard  of  them  in  a  number  of  instances.  You  are,  doubtless,  aware 
of  the  occurrence  which  took  place  in  Pontotoc  County. 

Que»tion.  What  was  that  T 

Answer.  I  know  of  it  from  newspaper  report  only.  Some  disguised  men  went  in 
tbere  after  Colonel  Flournoy,  and  he  shot  one  of  them. 

Quation.  That  is  not  in  your  district  f 

Jnwrer.  No,  sir  j  that  is  in  the  third  district ;  the  northern  district,  toward  the  Ten- 
nessee hne. 

Question.  Have  yon  heard  of  any  of  these  organizations  in  the  Mississippi  River 
eounties  of  your  district  T 

Attstrer.  No,  sir,  I  have  not. 

Question.  Have  you  heard  of  any  in  the  western  part  of  your  district  ? 

AMirer.  No,  sir.' 

Qtitstion.  They  seem,  then,  to  be  in  the  eastern  part,  so  far  as  you  know  t 

Annrer.  Yes,  sir,  so  far  as  I  know. 

Qtfm/ion.  Have  you  heard  of  their  appearance  in  the  lower  district  of  the  State  of 
MitiKiiisippi  f 

Annwer.  No,  sir. 

^ue»tion.  About  when  did  these  occurrences  begin  to  take  place  there  ? 

Aafttrer.  I  hardly  know ;  I  have  given  the  time  of  the  two  transactions  of  which  I 
have  beard.  I  haVe  myself  received  a  numlier  of  anonymous  letters,  purporting  to  come 
from  this  klan  ;  I  received  a  number  of  them  two  years  ago,  giving  me  so  many  days 
in  which  to  wind  up  my  business  and  quit  the  State,  but  I  never  paid  any  attention  to 
thorn,  and  nobody  ever  troubled  nie. 

QvtHtion.  You  were  somewhat  prominent  in  the  affairs  of  the  State  at  first  f 

Auwer.  Yes,  sir,  for  a  little  while. 

Qnesiion.  Were  you  the  republican  candidate  for  governor  there  at  the  first  election  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Van  Thump: 
(iHestian.  Where  did  you  live  before  you  went  to  Mississippi  in  December,  1865  f 
AuHictr.  In  Ohio. 
Que^ition.  In  Pickaway  County  T 
Answer.  Y'es,  sir. 
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By  Mr.  Stevenson  : 
Queslum,  Were  you  in  the  Army  f 

JttSKet\  Yes,  sir.  I  desire  to  correct  the  statement  I  made ;  I  was  not  living  in  Pick- 
away County. 

By  Mr.  Van  Trump; 

Question,  I  have  heard  so. 

Jnsiper,  I  lived  there  at  the  commencement  of  the  war.  When  I  went  into  the  Army 
my  family  moved  up  into  the  northern  part  of  the  State,  so  that  my  children  could  go 
to  school  there,  and  there  they  remained  duriug  the  war.  When  the  war  closed  I  went 
to  Mississippi,  and  my  family  followed  me  from  northern  Ohio;  consequently  I  was  not 
living  in  Pickaway  County  at  the  time  I  went  to  Mississippi. 

By  Mr.  Ste%trn80N  : 
QueatUm,  You  retained  your  legal  residence  in  Ohio  during  the  war  f 
Jtifncer,  Yes,  sir. 
^     QtieMion.  But  you  never  happened  to  live  there  after  you  went  into  the  Army  f 
Answer,  No,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Pool  : 

Question,  Did  you  say  there  was  an  organization  in  Mississippi  of  men  who  were  in 
the  habit  of  going  ahout  in  disguise  f 

Answer,  I  believe  there  is ;  1  do  not  know  that  to  be  the  fact. 

Question,  Have  they  been  in  the  habit  of  parading,  in  disguise,  about  your  district 
for  the  last  twelve  months  f 

Answer.  It  is  so  rei>orted ;  I  never  saw  them. 

Question.  Is  it  denied  ? 

Ansicer,  1  do  not  think  it  is. 

Question.  Have  3'ou  heard  of  their  committing  such  outrages  as  whippings  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  I  have  heard  it  frequently. 

Question,  Are  these  acts  denied  f 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  I  do  not  know  that  they  are. 

Question,  Upon  what  class  of  persons  are  these  outrages  committed  f 

Answer,  Generally  upon  freedmen. 

Question,  Is  there  a  condition  of  terrorism  upon  the  part  of  freedmen  and  others,  pro- 
duced by  these  occurrences  T 

Answer.  I  am  not  prepared  to  say. 

Question,  Do  you  have  any  decided  opinions  as  to  the  purpose  of  this  orgauizatioa  ? 

Answer,  I  believe  it  is  political. 

Question.  What  do  you  mean  by  political  f 

Answer,  I  mean  that  they  intend  to  use  it  for  political  purposes. 

Question,  Do  you  mean  party  purposes  T 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  I  give  that  as  my  opinion.    I  do  not  know  anything  about  it. 

Question,  To  advance  the  success  of  one  party  f 

Anstrer,  Yes ;  I  think  so. 

Qufstion,  What  party  f 

Answer.  The  democratic  party,  I  think,  as  they  term  it  down  there. 
•  Question.  Have  outrages  been  committed  upon  any  others  than  republicans  f 

Anstcer.  I  have  not  heard  of  any.  There  were  two  men,  so  I  am  told,  whipped  in  our 
town,  or  near  to  it.  The  whipping  of  these  men  had  nothing  to  do  with  politics. 
They  were  two  men  there,  mechanics,  who  were  taken  up,  charged  with  trying  lo  get 
their  employer  to  go  out,  in  order  that  they  might  garrote  him  and  rob  him,  Th^y 
were  put  in  jail,  tried,  and  acquitted.  The  next  night,  or  perhaps  a  night  or  two  aller- 
ward,  they  were  taken  out  and  severely  whipped;  or,  that  is  the  report.  It  was  the 
cun-ent  rumor  there  that  they  had  been  whipped,  and  the  men  left  the  country. 

Question,  You  say  you  do  not  think  that  was  connected  with  politics  f 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  that  it  was. 

Question.  You  mean  that  the  main  part  of  these  offenses  are  of  a  political  character  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Have  there  been  any  convictions  of  persons  engaged  in  committing  theae 
offenses  f 

Anstcer.  Not  that  I  know  of. 

Qu^istion.  Have  there  been  any  prosecutions  ? 

Answer.  None  that  I  know  of. 

Question.  When  you  say  that  the  laws  are  executed  and  have  been  in  that  district  of 
country,  yon  mean  that  to  apply  to  offenses  other  than  those  of  this  character  f 

Answer.  I  think  the  law  can  be  executed,  if  you  can  find  any  persons  guilty  of  these 
offenses.    I  think  they  can  bo  arrested  and  tried,  without  any  trouble. 

Question.  The  difficulty  is  in  iindmg  out  the  parties  ? 
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Jntwer,  K  there  is  an  organization  of  that  kind  existing  yon  cannot  find  out  tho 
parties. 

QueniioH.  Why? 

Aumer.  If  eight  or  ten  men  disguise  themselves  and  commit  a  depredation  in  the 
nifiht  time,  and  then  go  home  and  throw  off  their  disguises,  and  nobody  knows  them,  I 
do  Dot  see  how  you  would  ever  reach  such  men. 

(luestion,  I  confess  it  would  require  an  extraordinary  exertion  to  reach  them.  Has 
that  exertion  been  made  f 

ABfwer,  I  do  not  know. 

(^aeation.  Have  any  efforts  been  made  by  the  authorities  to  reach  them  f 

Jntneer.  Not  that  I*  know  of. 

QHGftion,  What  is  the  sentiment  of  the  community  in  regard  to  these  offenses  f  Have 
then;  been  any  public  meetings  held  denouncing  them  f 

Anmrer.  No,  sir. 

Qttinition.  Have  you  heard  any  persons  denounce  them;  or  have  you  seen  any 
dcuaiiciations  in  the  public  press  of  that  locality  f 

Aimttr.  No,  sir ;  I  have  not  in  our  locality. 

Question.  Suppose  the  leading  white  citizens  of  the  county — who,  I  suppose,  are 
princii>ally  democrats,  are  they  not 

Awnrer.  Yes,  sir;  a  mj^ority  of  the  white  people  are  democrats. 

(Question,  Suppose  the  leading  white  citizens  should  set  their  faces  against  this  thing, 
md  endeavor  to  suppress  it,  do  you  think  they  would  be  successful  f 

Jiwirer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  think  the  public  there  could  put  down  anything  of  that  kind. 

i^niion.  Could  the  republicans  do  it  ? 

Jimrer.  Well,  I  do  not  know ;  I  do  not  thiuk  they  could. 

Q«t9<ioN.  You  think  that  the  other  party  might,  by  publicly  expressing  their  con- 
demnation of  such  proceedings  f 

An^mcer.  If  such  an  organization  exists — I  do  not  say  that  it  does,  for  I  do  not  know, 
altboQ^b  iu  my  opinion  it  does — if  it  exists,  I  do  not  think  it  extends  to  more  than  one 
political  party ;  for  I  have  been  pretty  familiar  with  the  republican  party,  and  am  sat- 
istitxi  that  there  is  no  such  organization  in  that  party.  If  there  was,  I  think  I  would 
know  of  it,  and  I  know  of  no  such  organization  in  the  party. 

(^H^ion,  Have  these  operations  had  the  effect  of  deterring  voters  from  voting  at  your 
eleciions? 

Anmer,  I  think  that  is  the  object  of  it. 

Qaes^ioR.  To  intimidate  men  and  keep  them  away  from  the  polls  f  Has  it  had  that 
eflfect  in  any  of  your  elections  ? 

AnnxF,  I  do  not  know  that  it  has  had  any  such  effect  yet  in  our  State. 

By  Mr.  Stevenson: 

pMesfton.  Have  there  been  any  elections  there  since  you  heard  of  this  organization  ? 

J«»iFei*.  Yes,  sir ;  we  had  an  election  there  last  year,  and  this  organization  was  said 
to  exist  in  our  State  two  years  ago,  I  received  auouymous  letters,  signed  "  K.  K.  K," 
two  years  ago  in  the  State. 

(iKfAtion,  Had  there  been  any  of  these  visitations  then  f 

Anmer,  I  think  not. 

Question,  So  you  cannot  yet  judge  what  would  be  the  effect  of  those  visitations 
Dpon  the  elections  T 

Antver,  No,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Pool: 
Question,  There  have  been  no  elections  since  they  commenced  these  outrages  f 
AMKtT.  No,  sir,  not  since  then. 

By  Mr.  Stevenson  : 

QutAtion.  Anybody  might  have  sent  you  these  notices  whether  such  an  organization 
existed  or  not  f 

Antvctr,  Y'es,  sir;  anybody  might  have  sent  them  to  plague  me. 

i^nettion.  They  were  not  followed  up  by  anything  f 

Anmer,  No,  sir;  I  went  on  and  attended  to  my  business  just  as  though  I  had  not 
received  them  at  all. 

By  Mr.  Van  Tru»ip  : 

Qw9t\(m,  Bad  republicans  might  send  such  papers,  in  order  to  give  the  idea  that 
there  was  such  an  organization  ? 

Answtr.  Yes,  sir,  that  might  be  the  case ;  and  some  friend  might  have  sent  them 
jnst  to  plague  me. 

By  Mr.  Stevenson  : 
Quttiion.  What  rank  did  you  have  in  the  Army  T 
^MKW.  I  held  different  ranks. 
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QtiesHon,  You  1>egan  as  captain  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

iJfHcftion.  What  rank  had  yon  when  you  left  the  Army  f 

Anmter.  Brij^dier  jreneral. 

Quesiion,  Of  cavalry  ? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Van  Trump: 

Question,  Have  you  had  Union  Leagues  organized  through  Mississippi  f 

An  steer.  Yes,  sir. 

Qnesiian.  Headed  l»y  whit-e  men  f 

Answer.  In  some  instaneeH  I  think  they  were  ;  in  some  they  were  not. 

Qfiestion.  Did  they  extend  pretty  generally  over  the  Stat«  t 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  1  do  not  think  tho^'  were  general  over  the  State. 

Question.  How  long  ago  did  they  exist  T 

Answer.  I  think  they  were  organized  in  1867,  probably. 

By  Mr.  Pool  : 
Question.  Did  you  belong  to  that  league  T 
Answer.  No,  sir. 


Washington,  June  12, 1871. 
O.  C.  FRENCH  sworn  and  examined. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  In  what  part  of  the  State  of  Mississippi  do  you  live  f 

Ansnrer.  I  live  in  Natchez. 

Question.  How  long  have  you  resided  there,  or  in  the  State  f 

Answer.  I  have  n^sided  in  the  State  since  November,  1867. 

Question.  Have  j'ou  been  a  member  of  the  legislature  of  Missiasippi  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  am  now. 

Question.  A  member  of  the  house  or  of  the  senate  f 

Answer.  Of  the  house. 

Question,  State  whether,  as  snch  mem1>er,  it  became  your  duty  to  make  any  investi- 
gation into  the  riot  which  occurred  at  Meridian ;  and,  if  so,  in  what  capacity  you 
acted. 

Answer.  I  was  appointed  a  meml^er  of  the  house  committee  to  make  the  investi<:a- 
tion  of  the  riot  that  occurred  there  in  March  last,  and  was  elected  by  the  memliers  of 
the  committee  as  chairman  of  the  Joint  committee ;  in  that  capacity  I  acted  during  th<' 
investigation. 

Question.  Proceed  to  state  as  briefly  as  you  can  the  general  facts  that  were  developed 
liefore  that  committee. 

Answer.  The  facts,  as  they  were  developed,  according  to  my  understanding  of  them, 
showed  that  the  causes  which  led  to  the  riot  grew  out  of  the  fact  that  certain  ]>artirs 
were  in  the  habit  of  coming  in  there  from  Alabama.  It  was  also  developed  in  tlie  in- 
vestigation that  cc>rtaiu  partitas  living  in  Meridian,  and  in  that  vicinity,  sympathized 
v.'ith  those  parties,  and  perhaps  were  aware  of  the  time  when  they  were  coming  in 
there,  and  the  purpose  for  which  they  were  coming.  This  knowledge,  I  think,  v^as 
confined  to  a  limited  number ;  it  was  not  generally  known  or  understooil,  I  think,  by 
the  citizens  of  Meridian  that  those  parties  were  coming  in  for  the  purpose  of  commit- 
ting outrages.  But  they  had  sympathizers  there,  those  who  gave  information  to  them 
and  aided  them  in  their  ofterations ;  at  least  that  appeared  to  be  developed  by  the  tes- 
timony l>efore  the  committee. 

Question,  In  what  manner  did  they  come  from  Alabama  ? 

Answer.  On  the  trains  which  came  from  there  ;  for  instance,  they  would  come  in  the 
evening,  perhaps  about  II  o'clock,  and  would  leave  on  the  return  trains,  about  3  oVIckk 
in  the  moniing.  Ou  two  or  three  occasions,  however,  they  came  in  and  remaint'd 
there  over  one  day.  At  the  time  when  they  came  in  and  carried  back  with  them  some 
colored  men,  they  were  there  during  the  entire  day ;  they  came  in  the  momiug. 
remained  all  day,  and  went  off  at  night  in  the  traiu,  taking  three  persons  whom  tlu*y 
claimed  to  have  arrested  by  authority.  It  wiw  shown  by  the  investigation  that  there 
was  no  pro]>er  authority  for  arresting  those  persons.  They  were  taken  olf  to  Alabama, 
and  nothing  has  l>een  heard  of  them  since ;  we  were  unable  to  elicit  any  information 
with  regard  to  them. 

Question.  Did  those  persons  coming  from  Alabama  to  Meridian  assume  any  disguise, 
or  w«jre  they  in  their  ordinary  ajiparel  f 

Ansirvr.  Tliey  were  in  their  ordinary  apx>arel.    We  made  every  effort  we  oould  to 
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ascertain  the  names  of  the  parties,  and  we  did  succeed  in  obtaining  the  names  of  those 
who  appeared  to  be  the  leaders.  The  immediuto  cause  which  led  to  the  riot  in  Me- 
ridian, as  reprvseoted  by  parties  who  appeared  to  bo  in  symapthy  with  the  riot,  grt;w 
out  of  the  fact  that  there  was  a  meetin;;  held,  on  the  Saturday  before  the  riot  occurred, 
by  the  colorecl  eitixens  of  Meridian.  Dilferent  representations  were  made  relative  to 
the  conduct  of  the  parties  who  participated  in  the  meeting.  Some  said  that  incendiary 
speeches  were  made  by  colored  people  on  that  occasion ;  others  state  that  no  improi)er 
language  was  used.  From  all  the  infornjation  that  we  could  get  we  found  that  state- 
ments were  made  to  the  colored  people,  that  if  they  could  not  in  any  other  way  prevent 
these  outrages  being  committed,  they  would  have  to  try  and  prevent  them  by  force  of 
arms;  but  it  was  advised  that  they  should  not,  as  a  body,  attempt  any  such  thing,  but  to 
do  so  hi  connection  with  the  white  people  who  desired  to  maintain  pence  there  and  to 
prevent  these  raids  being  made  from  Alabama.  On  Satunlay  evening,  after  the  meetinj; 
wai*  held  by  these  colored  people,  there  was  a  fire  there  in  which  there  was  destroyed 
some  property  belonging  to  a  gentleman  by  the  name  of  Sturgis,  a  brother  of  Mayor 
Stnigis.  That  created  some  considerable  excitement,  and  there  was  some  disturbaiioe 
ID  Meridian  on  that  Saturday  evening.  One  or  two  colore<l  men  were  arrested  and 
held  under  guard  over  Sunday.  On  Monday  another  meeting  was  held  by  the  white 
citizens  there,  for  the  ostensible  purpose,  as  they  reported  to  us,  of  making  represcnta- 
tioDB  for  changes  in  the  offices  there,  particularly  in  the  one  held  by  Mayor  Sturgis. 
II  was  also  pn»ven  before  our  committee  that  the  meeting  passed  a  resolution,  in  which 
they  requested  Mayor  Sturgis  to  vacate  his  office  as  mayor,  and  also  to  leave  the  place. 
It  was  also  proven  by  witnesses  who  gave  testimony,  that  it  was  talked  of  aroun<l 
town,  by  parties  who  participated  in  this  meeting,  that  there  was  going  to  be  such  a 
meeting  for  the  purpose  of  getting  rid  of  Mayor  Sturgis,  and  ordering  him  out  of  the 
place.  That  meeting  took  place  on  Monday,  perhaps  from  11  to  2  o^clock.  At  3 
o'clock  the  trial  came  on  of  the  colored  men  who  had  been  placed  under  arrest  for 
making  incendiary  speeches  on  the  Saturday  morning  before.  During  the  progress  of 
that  trial  the  riot  was  inaugurated  and  occurred,  and  three  men  were  killed  at  that 
time.  There  was  a  general  riot  and  disturbance  there,  and  very  great  excitement 
through  the  town  that  evening.  Three  other  men  were  arrested  and  placed  in  the 
care  of  the  sheriff;  it  was  not  proven  or  claimed  by  anybody  that  those  three  men 
had  committed  any  offense.  They  were  known  there  as  prominent  colored  men  ;  that 
w  the  way  they  were  designated  before  the  committee.  In  fact,  one  of  them  went  to 
the  sheriff  and  asked  his  protection.  As  represented  by  parties  who  testified  before 
H8,  they  were  placed  under  guard  for  their  protection.  They  remained  under  guard 
Monday  and  Tuesday.  On  Tuesday  night  they  were  taken  out  of  the  room  where 
they  were  under  guard,  carried  off  into  the  woods,  and  murdered.  We  could  not  get 
any  statement  nnder  oath  as  to  who  murdered  these  men.  We  obtained  statements 
made  not  nnder  oath,  one  of  the  marshal  of  Meridian,  Mr.  Patten,  in  which  he  said 
that  he  was  satisfied  that  Mr.  Reynolds,  of  Alabama,  was  the  leader  of  the  party  who 
took  these  men  out  and  killed  them. 

Q<i«»/iV>R.  What  part  of  Alabama  waa  he  from  ? 

Annrer.  From  Sumter  County,  Alabama;  I  cannot  tell  his  post  office  address. 

Quetstion.  You  say  you  obtained  statements  made  not  under  oath ;  why  did  you  not 
examine  men  under  oath  ? 

•liiWHT.  We  have  the  statement  which  ho  made  under  oath,  but  he  would  not  make 
that  statement  under  oath ;  he  gave  that  statement  before  the  committee  as  his  opin- 
ion, but  he  would  not  swear  to  it.  He  said  that  this  man  Reynolds  came  to  him  after 
thew  men  had  been  taken  out  and  nuirdered,  and  told  him  where  he  would  find  them  ; 
that  he  knew  they  were  there,  for  he  had  just  seen  them  there.  The  marshal  said  that 
he  took  some  men  and  went  out  there  and  found  the  bodies  as  Reynolds  represented  to 
him  he  would  find  them.  It  was  difficult  for  us  to  get  any  positive  testimony  ;  in  fact 
^e  could  not  get  any  under  oath,  as  to  who  did  any  of  the  killing.  Parties  would  say 
to  as,  not  under  oath,  that  they  were  satisfied  they  knew  the  parties  who  were  instru- 
mental in  doing  the  killing  there. 

By  Mr.  Van  Trump: 

Qvi€9tion.  Did  they  make  those  statements  while  on  the  witness  stand,  or  afterwards, 
or  Wfore? 

Anwer.  When  on  the  witness  stand  they  would  not  say  they  knew  anything  about 
who  did  the  killing;  unofficially  they  said  they  did  know,  but  they  said  it  wjis  worth 
their  lives  to  state  what  they  knew. 

flueition.  Did  you  make  a  record  of  what  they  so  stated  t 

Anmer.  Yes,  sir ;  a  record  was  tnade  and  published  of  what  they  said  under  oath, 
and  also  a  record  was  made  of  the  statements  they  made  not  under  oath,  which  record 
vas  filed  with  the  governor. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 
Quaiion.  Did  you  hear  those  statements? 
Jn««T.  Yes,  sir ;  they  were  generally  made  to  me. 
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By  Mr.  Van  Trump  : 
Question,  Were  those  statements  made  under  oath  submitted  to  the  legislature  t 
Answer.  Yes,  sir. 
Question,  And  printed? 
Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Have  you  a  copy  of  them  with  you  t 

Answer,  1  have  famished  the  chairman  of  this  committee  with  a  copy.  [See  appen- 
dix to  the  testimony  of  this  witness,  page  23.] 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  As  disclosed  before  the  committee,  what  was  the  general  purpose  of  the 
men  who  came  from  Alabama  f 

Ansiver.  They  claimed  that  there  were  some  colored  people  who  had  come  from  Ala- 
bama ;  that  the  men  they  arrested  and  carried  back  were  under  some  charges ;  but  we 
could  not  get  any  statement  as  to  what  those  charges  were.  They  said  they  came  to 
arrest  them  and  carry  them  back  to  be  tried  for  offenses  they  had  committed. 

By  Mr.  Van  Trump  : 
Question.  Was  it  ascertained  that  in  fact  they  were  originally  from  Alabama  t 
Answer.  Yes,  sir.    But  there  were  no  charges  sworn  to  against  them  that  we  could 
ascertain ;  and  we  could  not  ascertain  that  they  were  placed  on  trial  when  carried 
back,  from  the  fact  that  we  could  not  get  any  information  of  what  became  of  them. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  How  many  colored  men  wei'e  so  taken  f 

Ansirer,  Three. 

Question,  Do  you  remember  their  names  t 

Answa'.  I  do  not  remember  their  names ;  I  have  their  names  recorded. 

Question.  Do  their  names  appear  in  the  testimony  in  this  pamphlet  ? 

Ansiver.  I  think  not;  perhaps  they  do,  but  I  am  not  certaiu.  A  Mr.  Price,  who  was 
superintendent  of  education  in  Meridian,  was  arrested  on  some  charge.  Some  meu 
came  over  from  Snmtor  County,  Alabama,  claiming  t-o  be  a  deputy  sheriff.  He  re- 
mained round  there,  as  he  said,  for  the  purpose  of  making  arrests ;  but  ho  never  made 
nny.  He  was  assaulted  one  ni^ht,  and  this  man  Price  was  accused  of  being  the  leader 
of  the  party  who  afisaulted  him.  When  the  trial  of  Price  came  on,  these  men  came 
from  Alubnnia,  a«  they  said,  to  see  that  justice  was  done,  and  that  the  man  was  prop- 
erly punished.  The  trial  was  to  be  before  the  mayor.  The  sheriff,  the  city  marshal, 
and  several  prominent  citizens  of  Meridian  went  to  the  mayor,  and  r(>questod  that  ho 
should  not  try  Price ;  they  said  they  thought  perhaps  the  charges  were  made  up 
against  him  ;  they  did  not  know  whether  they  were  or  not ;  but  that  they  thought 
it  would  lead  to  disturbance  if  the  trial  was  proceeded  with,  and  they  requested 
Price  to  leave  Meridian.  Ho  was  released  from  arrest,  and  left  Meridian,  and  never 
has  returned  there. 

Question,  Do  you  say  Mr.  Price  was  superintendent  of  education  t 

Answer,  He  wa^  not  the  superintendent  of  education ;  in  that  I  was  mistaken ;  he  was 
the  principal  teacher  there. 

Question.  He  was  charged  with  assailing  the  man  who  claimed  to  be  a  deputy  sheriff 
from  Alabama  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  We  made  an  investigation  of  that  matter,  and  found  that  the  man 
who  claimed  to  be  a  deputy  sheriff  had  no  requisition  from  anybody,  and  no  official 
character  whatever. 

By  Mr.  Van  Trump  : 

Question,  Was  it  ascertained  that  the  assault  was  made  on  him  t 

Answer,  Yes,  sir.  It  was  in  this  way:  They  went  to  where  he  was  at  night,  and 
ordered  him  to  leave  there,  and  it  was  shown  that  they  gave  him  some  rough  treatment; 
knocked  him  down. 

Question.  Knocked  who  down  f 

Answer.  This  man  who  claimed  to  be  deputy  sheriff. 

Question.  Who  else  was  with  this  teacher? 

Answer.  It  was  not  proven  who  the  parties  were. 

Question.  Were  his  companions  colored  or  white  f 

Answer,  This  man  claimed  that,  in  common  parlance,  they  wereEu-Klux  in  disguise ; 
ho  could  not  tell  whether  they  were  colored  or  not.  We  faileil  to  get  any  positive  tes- 
timony as  to  whether  this  man  Price  was  one  of  the  parties  or  not. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 
Question.  He  was  not  tried  f 
Anstrer.  No,  sir. 
Question.  He  left  without  being  tried? 
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Antwer.  Tea,  sir. 

Question,  And  with  the  coDtiivance  of  the  officers  f 

Answer.  By  the  conseut  aud  at  the  request  of  the  officers,  on  the  ii^ound  that  they 
thoDgfat,  if  they  attempted  to  put  him  on  trial  in  Meridian  at  that  time,  while  these 
men  were  there  from  Alahama,  it  would  create  disturbance. 

By  Mr.  Van  Trump  : 
Qnation.  Could  they  not  have  postponed  the  trial  f 
Answer.  They  released  him  from  arrest,  and  requested  him  to  leave. 

By  Mr.  Poland  : 
Q»e9tion,  How  far  is  Meridian  from  the  Alabama  State  line. 
Anmrer.  Some  five  or  six  miles. 

Questwn.  Is  this  Sumter  County  the  adjoining  county  in  Alabama  t 
Anmcer,  Yes,  sir ;  it  immediately  adjoins  Lauderdale  County,  in  which  Meridian  is. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question,  How  many  ])er8onB  came  from  Alabama  to  Meridian  f 

Anmeer,  That  was  variously  estimated ;  all  the  way  from  one  hundred  to  two  hun- 
dred and  fifty.  You  will  find  in  the  testimony  there  statements  of  xiarties  that  as 
many  as  one  hundred  and  fifty-odd  came  over  at  one  time. 

Quesikm,  Were  they  anned  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  and  stacked  their  arms  in  the  street. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question.  When  were  those  parties  in  Meridian  t 

Answer.  Prior  to  the  riot. 

QnmUon.  Not  at  the  time  of  the  riot. 

Ansv^r.  Some  ten  days  before  the  riot.  The  cause  of  the  meeting  which  led  to  the  riot, 
u  was  ascertained,  was  something  like  this:  A  committee  had  been  appointed  to  go 
to  Jackson  and  wait  upon  the  governor,  and  represent  to  him  the  condition  of  affairs. 
They  did  so,  and  when  they  returned  to  Meridian  they  called  a  meeting  for  the  purpose 
of  reporting  what  they  had  done,  and  what  the  governor  said. 

By  the  Chairman: 
Qwstion.  That  was  the  Saturday  night  meeting  to  which  you  have  referred  T 
Answer.  Yes,  sir,  and  the  meeting  at  which  it  was  said  incendiary  speeches  were 
made. 

By  Mr.  Van  Trump  : 

QwsHon.  Who  were  the  committee  t 

Answer.  One  was  a  man  named  Clopton,  sometimes  know  as  Dennis,  who  was  killed, 
and  another  was  named  Isaac  Radford^  aud  another  was  named  Krizer. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Qnetiion.  Those  were  the  three  men  who  made  a  report  to  that  meeting  t 

Answer.  Yes  sir. 

Qitesiion.  Were  they  the  three  men  who  were  arrested  for  making  incendiary  speeches  f 

Answer.  One  of  them,  Clopton,  was  arrested>  Another  who  was  arrested  was  named 
Warren  Tyler,  a  school  teacher.  He  was  the  man,  I  think,  giving  testimony  at  the 
time  the  riot  commenced. 

By  Mr.  Van  Trump: 

Question.  Was  tjie  character  of  those  speeches  given  in  the  testimony  t 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  you  will  find  in  the  testimony  there  a  statement  of  one  man  who 
made  a  speech,  a  Mr.  Moore,  a  representative  from  that  county ;  he  gave  an  account 
of  his  speech.  Other  parties  also  stated  the  character  of  his  speech,  as  will  appear 
from  that  testimony.  It  is  also  stated  in  the  testimony  that  some  language  was  used 
by  those  men  which  was  not  judicious. 

Qneslion.  Can  you  repeat  the  language  t 

Answer.  Not  exactly ;  but  it  was  stated  that  this  man  Tyler,  who  was  killed,  said 
that  if  they  could  not  have  peace  in  any  other  way,  they  would  have  to  do  as  the  In- 
dians had  done  there  on  a  former  occasion.  Some  time  before  that  an  Indian  was 
killed  in  Meridian,  in  a  drunken  brawl,  and  the  tribe  or  band  to  which  he  belonged 
came  back  and  killed  a  citizen  of  Meridian.  It  was  said  that  Tyler  referred  to  that, 
ftnd  said  that  if  they  could  not  have  peace  in  any  other  way,  they  would  have  to  at- 
tempt the  measures  then  adopted  by  the  Indians,  and  for  every  one  of  their  men  who 
▼as  killed  or  carried  ofif,  do  the  same  to  the  people  there. 

Qusiiun,  Is  there  a  full  report  of  those  speeches  in  this  testimony? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  as  full  a  report  as  we  could  get. 
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By  the  Chairman  : 

QuesHon,  Will  you  give  us  a  brief  snmmary  of  nirliat  was  developed  on  the  trial  that 
was  la  progress  when  the  riot  was  commenced — the  trial  of  the  three  persons  who 
were  arrested  for  making  incendiary  spet^ches  in  the  meeting  of  Saturday  7 

Anncer,  They  were  placed  upon  trial ;  Mr.  Bramlette  was  the  name  of  the  justice 

holding  the  investigation.    A  man  named was  testifying,  and  made  some 

statement  in  regard  to  a  conversation  that  ha<l  occurred  ui)on  the  street,  between  him 
and  Mr.  Tyler ;  after  he  had  got  through  Tyler  asked  him  to  continue  on  the  witness 
stand  for  a  moment,  as  he  desired  to  call  two  witnesses  to  impeach  his  testimony.  As 
Tyler  said  that  this  man  picked  up  a  stick,  which  appeared  to  be  the  marshal's  cane — 
a  large  hickory  cane,  which  was  upon  the  table  before  the  justice  of  the  peace — and 
started  towards  him ;  Tyler  started  back  and  began  to  step  backwards ;  at  that  the 
firing  commenced.  It  will  appear  from  the  testimony  that  some  testified  that  Tyler 
lired  the  first  shot ;  others  testified  that  he  had  no  pistol.  We  could  not  ascertain  who 
fired  the  first  shot ;  the  evidence  was  conflicting;  but  the  firing  commenced  at  that 
time,  and  Judge  Bramlette,  who  was  holding  court,  was  killed;  Clopton,  who  was  one 
of  those  arrested  for  making  incendiary  speeches,  was  wounded  and  thrown  from  the 
second-story  window,  and  carried  back  into  the  sheriff's  office;  his  throat  was  cut 
white  he  was  in  the  sheriff's  office. 

Qti4»ti4m,  Does  that  appear  in  the  testimony  t 

Anmcer,  You  will  find  it  in  the  testimony  given  by  the  sheriff^ 

By  Mr.  Poland  : 
Qu^tion.  Was  his  throat  cut  the  same  day,  during  this  transaction  t 
Answer.  Yes,  sir,  the  same  day,  i  mmediately  during  the  time  of  the  riot.  Tyler  sncoeeded 
in  getting  away ;  the  trial  was  going  on  in  the  second  story  of  the  building,  and  he  got 
into  a  shop  some  two  or  three  hundred  yards  away.  He  was  found  there  and  killed 
by  a  posse  under  the  control  of  the  deputy  sheriff.  You  will  see  by  the  testimony  of 
the  deputy  sheriff  that  he  considered  the  party  who  shot  this  man  as  acting  as  a  part 
of  his  posse.  Then  those  parties  that  I  spoke  of  a  little  while  ago  as  having  been 
killed  on  Tuesday  night  were  arrested,  one  wounded  on  the  streets,  and  placed  in  the 
hands  of  the  sheriff,  and  kept  under  guard  Monday  night,  and  all  day  on  Tuesday : 
and  on  Tuesday'  night  they  were  taken  out  and  killed.  Moore,  the  representative  from 
that  county,  was  there  at  the  time  of  the  trial,  and  it  was  supposed  by  every Inxly  in 
the  court-house  that  he  had  been  killed  at  the  time  the  firing  commenced.  He  fell 
down  by  the  side  of  Judge  Bramlette,  the  body  of  the  judge  lying  partly  on  top  of 
him.  After  the  court-house  was  cleared  he  got  out  and  went  oti'into  the  womIs.  His 
house,  among  others,  was  burned.  Three  or  four  parties  were  organized  and  went  iu 
search  of  him  and  tried  to  find  him.  A  special  train  was  chartered  on  the  Meridian 
road,  and  a  party  sent  down  to  find  and  aiTest  hiuj,  but  he  succeeded  in  getting;  away 
to  Jackson.  The  three  men  who  were  killed  were  killed  on  Tuesday  night.  On  Tues- 
day, as  the  party  from  Alabama  was  going  back  to  Alabama,  they  shot  a  woman  about 
six  miles  out  from  Meridiau,  on  a  plantation  there.  These  were  all  the  persons  who 
were  killed. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question,  When  did  that  riot  occur  t 

Anncer.  I  think  it  was  on  the  4th  of  March,  or  rather  my  recollection  is  that  the 
meeting  was  on  the  4th  of  March,  and  the  trial  occurred  on  the  Gth. 

Question.  Has  there  since  been  any  trial  of  those  persons  who  were  arrested  for 
making  incendiary  sx>eeches  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir  ;  before  Judge  Leachman,  who  testifies  to  it.  They  were  tried,  and, 
with  other  parties,  bound  over  to  court.    A  man  by  the  name  of  Horn 

Question.  What  yon  call  a  trial  was  only  an  examination  f 

Ansieer.  Yes,  sir,  a  i)reliminary  examination. 

Question.  Has  there  been  any  actual  trial  before  a  jury  f 

Ansicer.  No,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Van  Trump: 
Question.  Was  this  in  March  last. 

Ansicer.  Yes,  sir ;  my  recollection  is  that  the  trouble  commenced  on  the  4th  of  March, 
and  the  riot  occurred  on  the  6th. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  Have  the  parties  who  were  charged  with  beginning  the  riot  and  killing 
Clopton  been  also  arrested  and  bound  over  f 

Anmrer.  There  have  been  three  men  arrested  and  bound  over,  upon  no  specific  charge 
further  than  participating  in  the  riot ;  it  is  not  specified  that  they  were  implicated  m 
any  way  in  the  kilkug  of  Clopton. 
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Question,  Has  anybody  been  arrested  for  cutting  the  throat  of  this  man  who  was 
carried  into  the  8herifi''8  office  f 

An9trer,  We  could  not  get  any  information  as  to  who  cut  his  throat. 

Question.  There  has  been  no  nnal  trial  of  any  of  these  parties  before  a  jury  f 

Answer.  There  has  not  been  ;  it  is  probable,  I  do  not  know  whether  it  is  the  case  or 
uot,  that  some  parties  from  Alabama  have  been  arrested  before  this  time.  Charges 
were  made  against  the  parties  who  appeared  to  have  been  prominent  in  the  trouble, 
which  charges  were  filed  with  the  governor  of  the  State,  and  he  immediately  issued 
processes  for  their  arrest.  Whether  they  have  been  arrested  or  not  I  cannot  say ;  they 
had  not  been  when  I  left. 

Question,  Was  this  occurrence  traced  to  any  political  excitement? 

J»8tter.  It  grew  out  of  the  fact  of  these  persons  coming  in  from  Alabama,  although 
it  appeared  by  statements,  not  under  oath,  however,  but  which  we  recorded,  that  those 
parties  were  acting  in  connection  with  parties  in  Meridian  for  the  purpose  of  intimi- 
dating or  disposing  of  certain  parties  who  held  office  in  Meridian.  In  other  words, 
they  said  they  intended,  that  is,  the  parties  in  Meridian,  in  connection  with  those  who 
came  from  Alabama,  said  they  intended  to  make  it  so  hot  therefor  certain  office-holders 
that  thej  could  not  remain  there.  The  one  moat  objectionable  to  them  was  this  man 
Stnrgis. 

Qiimlion.  Was  that  objection  founded  upon  anything  connected  with  the  discharge  of 
their  official  duties,  or  was  it  because  of  their  political  sentiments  f 

Answer.  We  made  particular  inquiries  as  to  that,  but  we  could  not  get  any  person  to 
make  the  statement  that  they  had  been  derelict  in  any  way  in  the  discharge  of  their 
official  duties.  The  statement  wxis  that  they  were  obnoxious  on  account  of  their 
politics. 

Question.  What  was  their  politics  t 

Answer.  They  were  republican,  all  of  them.  The  particular  char^  against  Mr.  Stnr- 
gis was,  that  he  associated  too  much  with  the  colored  people  in  Meridian,  and  attended 
their  meetings,  as  they  claimed,  with  a  view  to  create  disturbance  between  the  whites 
and  the  colored  people  there.  But  we  could  not  get  any  parties  to  make  any  specific 
charge  against  any  officer  in  Meridian.  It  appears  that  the  grand  jury  reported  a  sort 
of  general  charge  against  the  l>oard  of  supervisors  of  that  county,  but  that  occurred 
some  year  or  two  before.  I  believe  several  persons — three,  I  believe — had  been  killed 
there  about  a  year  before  that ;  one  was  a  member  of  the  board  of  supervisors,  and  one 
waj»  the  overseer  of  the  roads.    Yon  will  find  that  stated  in  the  testimony 

By  Mr.  Coburn  : 

Question.  What  was  the  politics  of  those  persons  f 

Answer.  They  were  republicans. 

Question.  Does  this  pamphlet  embrace  the  testimony  taken  before  your  committee  T 

Annwer.  In  regard  to  the  killing  of  the  parties  f 

Question.  In  regard  to  the  riot  at  Meridian. 

Answer.  It  presents  all  the  testimony  taken  under  oath ;  it  does  not  present  the  state- 
mentA  which  were  made  not  under  oath. 

Question.  You  have  made  frequent  use  of  the  expression  that  nersons  made  statements 
to  you  *'  not  under  oath."  Do  you  mean  by  that  that  they  hau  not  been  swoni  at  the 
time  they  made  those  statements,  or  were  the  statements  made  at  some  other  time  f 

Asmer.  1  will  oxxdaiu  that.  Some  statement's  were  made  prior  to  the  statements 
^hich  were  made  under  oath  by  some  persons  whose  testimony  you  will  find  in  that 
pamphlet.  They  would  come  to  my  room  and  state  to  me  certain  facts  which,  as  they 
Tvpresented,  were  known  to  them ;  but  they  said  to  me  that  they  could  not  give  those 
t^tatemeuts  under  oath  before  the  committee,  as  what  was  given  before  the  committee 
>voald  be  made  public. 

By  Mr.  Vax  Trump: 

Question,  Did  you  take  those  private  statements  down  in  writing? 

Answer.  1  took  them  down. 

Question.  Did  the  parties  know  that  yot^were  taking  them  down  f 

Answer.  No,  sir;  two  or  three  members  of  the  committee  and  myself  would  prepare 
a  Htatenient  of  what  they  said.  But  when  we  would  question  them  on  those  very  same 
points  while  they  were  under  oath  we  could  not  get  them  to  testify. 

By  Mr.  CobuRN  : 
Quention.  They  simply  refused  to  testify  t 
AMwer.  No,  sir;  they  would  not  refuse  exactly,  but  gave  evasive  answers. 

By  Mr.  Van  Trump  : 

Question.  Did  they  at  any  time  know  that  you  had  reduced  their  statements  to 
writing  t 
Answer.  I  do  not  think  they  did. 
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By  the  CHAiRBfAN : 

Queeiian,  Aro  those  statements  which  were  made  to  yon  and  to  your  fellow-members 
of  the  committee  reduced  to  writing  by  you,  and  which  you  say  you  submitted  to  the 
legishtture,  embraced  in  this  printed  copy  of  testimony  f 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  they  were  not  made  under  oath,  and  are  not  embraced  in  this  copy. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Quegtion.  Who  were  the  members  of  that  committee  f 

Anstcer.  On  tlie  part  of  the  senate  were  Messrs.  Caldwell,  Gibbs,  and  Stone ;  on  the  part 
of  the  house,  Messrs.  French,  Foote,  Sessions,  Hemmingway,  and  Willing. 

Question,  Did  all  those  members  attend  this  examination  f 

Answer.  All,  with  the  exception  of  Mr.  Foote. 

Question.  He  did  not  attend  the  examination  f 

Anmver.  He  attended  at  the  meetings  of  the  committee  in  Jackson,  but  did  not  go  to 
Meridian. 

Question.  What  is  the  politics  of  the  members  of  that  committee  f 

Answer.  Of  the  senate,  Mr.  Stone  is  a  democrat,  and  Mr.  Gibbs  and  Mr.  Caldwell  re- 
publicans ;  of  the  bouse,  Mr.  Sessions  and  Mr.  Hemming  way  are  democrats,  apd  the 
other  three  members  aro  republicans. 

Question.  Were  any  of  those  democrats  present  when  you  say  these  private  statements 
were  made  to  yout 

Ansicer.  Mr.  Hemmingway  was  present  at  one  time  when  some  of  them  were  made ; 
he  was  the  only  one  who  was  present.  The  democratic  members,  however,  took  state- 
ments in  the  same  way  in  private  as  we  did. 

By  Mr.  Van  Trump  : 
Qtiestion.  Of  each  and  every  witness  f 
Anstoer.  No,  sir ;  of  certain  parties  who  testified. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question.  This  pamphlet  contains  merely  the  testimony,  without  any  report,  I  believe  f 

Ansicer.  Yes,  sir ;  at  the  time  this  was  printed  the  report  had  not  been  made.  We 
were  trying  to  get  some  testimony  which  we  failed  to  get ;  we  got  as  much  as  we  could 
up  to  the  close  of  the  session,  and  on  the  last  day  of  the  session  we  made  our  rei>ort. 

Question.  Where  is  that  report  f 

Answer.  It  was  in  the  hands  of  the  piinter  when  I  left  Jackson. 

Question.  It  has  not  been  printed  f 

Anstcer.  It  has  by  this  time,  I  suppose.  The  report  simply  states  that  the  committee 
proceeded  to  Meridian,  and  made  the  investigation,  and  that  they  submit  as  their  re- 
port the  testimony  taken  before  the  committee. 

By  Mr.  Van  Trump  : 
Question.  Was  there  any  counter  report  f 

Answer.  There  was  no  report  of  the  opinion  of  the  committee ;  the  report  was  merely 
the  testimony  taken  by  the  committee. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 
Question.  The  legislature  took  no  action  on  it  7 

Anstcer.  None,  further  than  to  discharge  the  committee,  and  order  the  report  to  be 
printed. 

By  Mr.  Poland  : 

Question.  I  understand  you  to  say  that  the  reason  given  by  those  i>er8on8  for  not  tes- 
tifying to  what  they  had  stated  privately  to  some  members  of  the  committee  was  that 
they  were  in  feart 

Answer.  That  they  were  in  fear ;  some  of  them  had  been  warned  that  if  they  told 
before  the  committee  what  they  knew  they  would  be  killed. 

By  Mr.  Van  Trump  : 

Question.  Did  they  swear  to  that,  or  was  that  a  statement  t 

Answer.  It  was  a  statement  made  by  them. 

Question.  What  was  the  character  of  those  witnesses  in  that  community  for  intelli- 
gence and  standing  f 

Answer.  It  was  good. 

Question.  Were  they  white  or  black  t 

Anstcer.  Some  were  white,  and  some  were  black.  I  will  give  yon  the  names  of  some 
of  them,  so  that  you  can  call  them  if  you  desire.  You  will  find  the  testimony  of  some 
in  this  pamphlet.    One  was  named  Krizer. 

By  Mr.  Pool: 
Question.  What  sort  of  a  man  was  Krizer  f 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


MISSISSIPPI.  13 

Answer,  He  was  a  colored  man,  and  a  member  of  the  board  of  supervisors  at  the 
time  one  other  member  was  killed.  He  was  shot  at  the  time  and  wounded,  and  lost 
oue  arm. 

Quettion.  Was  be  a  man  of  good  character  f 

Atufcer.  Yes,  sir ;  he  has  been  employed  as  deputy  sheriff. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Question.  Was  he  one  of  those  who  declined  to  state  all  they  knew  for  the  reasons 
you  have  given  f 
Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Pool  : 

Question,  Who  was  the  next  one  f 

Answer,  T.  J.  Pelton. 

Qnesthn.  W^hat  sort  of  a  man  is  he  f 

Answer,  He  has  been  acting  as  a  member  of  the  police  there;  a  white  man.  It  is 
stated  in  some  part  of  the  testimony  that  he  is  not  of  good  repute.  He  said  himself 
that  he  was  odious  in  the  community  ;  but  nobody  made  any  charge  against  him  of 
dishooesty,  or  lx.'ing  riotous  or  disorderly,  or  anything  of  the  kind;  but  that  he  was 
odions  io  the  community. 

By  Mr.  Van  Trump  : 
Question.  That  was  his  general  reputation  f 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  not  his  general  reputation ;  some  said  that  he  was  a  good  citizen, 
and  others  that  he  was  odious. 

By  Mr.  Pool: 

Question,  Did  he  state  why  he  was  odious  t 

Answer,  He  saici  he  knew  of  no  reason  except  his  iK>litic8. 

Qntstion,  What  were  his  politics  f 

Answer,  He  was  a  republican. 

Question,  Go  through  with  all  the  names  in  that  way. 

Answer,  Henry  Mason  is  the  next,  a  colored  man,  who  drives  a  dray.  He  said  if  he 
tetitilieci  to  what  he  knew,  it  would  not  only  break  up  his  business,  but  it  would  cost 
him  his  life;  that  he  had  been  so  warned. 

By  Mr.  Van  Trump  : 
Question,  Eight  there ;  what  were  the  things  which  these  men  said  in  their  state- 
ments they  knew! 
^Mirer.'W^hat  they  had  actually  seen. 

By  Mr.  Pool: 
Question,  Things  they  would  not  testify  to  f 

Anmcer.  Yes,  sir.  A  great  many  colored  people,  I  suppose  two  hundred,  have  left 
there  since  the  riot. 

By  Mr.  Van  Trump  : 

Question,  I  thought  the  point  to  which  yon  directed  your  statement  was,  that  yon 
understood  from  these  statements  that  the  object  of  the  men  coming  from  Alabama 
was  a  political  object  f 

Answer,  I  would  only  state  in  regard  to  that  what  was  stated  before  the  committee ; 
that  they  came  there 

Question,  In  that  connection  I  notice  you  used  this  statement ;  have  you  authority 
for  assuming  that  they  came  there  for  political  purposes  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Pool: 
Question,  Go  on  with  what  you  were  stating. 

Answer,  The  next  witness  is  Peggy  Johnson.  You  will  see  by  her  testimony  there 
that  she  swears  to  one  man  shooting  Tyler. 

By  Mr.  Van  Trump: 

Question,  What  reason  did  she  give  why  she  was  not  afraid  to  testify  to  that  fact, 
and  yet  was  afraid  to  testify  to  other  facts  T 

Anstrer,  She  said  that  a  hundred  other  persons  saw  that  man  shoot  Tyler ;  that  it 
vas  currently  reported  around  there. 

By  Mr.  Pool  : 
Question.  Was  she  afraid  to  testify  to  such  facts  as  she  knew,  but  which  were  not  of 
common  report  f 
Answer.  Yes,  sir. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


14  CONDITION   OF  AFFAIBS   IN   THE   SOUTHERN   STATES. 

By  Mr.  Van  Trumi- 
Question.  Was  she  a  colored  woman? 

Ansicer.  Ye«,  sir.  She  testified  also  to  the  fact  of  the  man  Clopton  being  thrown  from 
the  second  story.  In  her  testimony  she  does  not  know  who  did  it.  In  her  private 
convei-sation  she  did  not  hesitate  to  state  who  did  it.  These  are  all  the  names  I  have 
here. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  Yon  say  you  live  in  Natchez  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Have  you  any  knowledge  of  outrageous  proceedings  on  the  part  of  bands 
of  men  in  other  portions  of  the  State  than  in  Meridian  ? 

Answer.  No  positive  knowledge.  The  portion  of  the  State  where  I  reside,  Natchez, 
is  jHjrfectly  quiet.  There  have  been  no  disturbances  or  outrages  commit te4l  there- 
There  have  been  several  men  killed  there  during  the  last  year,  but  they  have  been 
personal  difficulties — nothing  political. 

By  Mr.  Van  Trump  : 
Question.  Niitchez  has  no  worse  reputation  now  than  she  used  to  have  f 
Anstcer.  She  is  much  better  than  she  used  to  bo ;  improved  in  her  morals. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  There  are  no  distnrbances  in  the  southwestern  part  of  the  State  T 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Are  the  laws  efficiently  executed  t 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Are  property  and  person  secure  there  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  and  my  knowledge  and  information  is  that  that  is  the  case  along 
the  river,  in  the  river  counties.  All  the  disturbances  are  along  the  boundary  of  the 
State,  along  the  Alabama  line. 

Question.  To  what  extent  do  the  disturbances  occur  there,  according  to  your  informa- 
tion, derived  from  the. inquiries  which  you  have  made  f 

Answer.  There  was  a  great  deal  of  complaint  some  three  or  four  months  ago  of  oat- 
rages  committed  there  about  the  time  Mr.  Hnggins  was  driven  from  Aberdeen.  It 
was  reported,  by  letters  written  to  members  of  the  legislature  at  that  time,  that 
several  colored  men  were  whipped  there. 

Question.  From  the  information  which  you  derived  when  in  Lauderdale  County  making 
this  investigation,  to  what  extent  did  outrages  or  disturbances  of  this  character  occur 
in  that  part  of  the  State  ? 

^fi«irer.  About  that  time  they  were  quite  frequent  in  that  portion  of  the  State,  and 
in  the  counties  above ;  some  in  Oktibbeha  County,  in  Lowndes  County,  and  in  Monrue 
County. 

Question.  Were  there  any  in  Noxubee  County  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  there  was  an  account  of  three  or  four  cases  of  disturbance  there. 

Queer/ ton.  Any  in  Kem|)er  County  7 

Ansicer.  I  have  not  heard  recently  of  any  in  Kemper  County.  I  used  to  live  just  in 
the  edge  of  Kemper  County  three  years  ago.  At  that  time  there  were  some  disturb- 
ances there,  a  great  many  growing  out  of  personal  feuds,  and  some  political. 

By  Mr.  Poland  : 
Question.  Is  this  town  of  Meridian  the  county  town  f 
jiuswer.  Yes,  sir;  recently  made  so. 

Question.  Was  it  the  coniity  town  at  the  time  of  the  disturbance? 
Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  How  large  a  place  is  it  f 

Answer.  I  suppose  it  is  a  place  of  about  three  thousand  inhabitants.  It  is  where 
the  Mobile  and  Ohio  Railroad  crosses  the  Vicksburg  Railroad. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  Was  a  man  by  the  name  of  Renfeau  identified  as  one  of  the  men  who  came 
from  Alabama  there? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  Ho  and  a  man  named  Reynolds  appeared  to  be  the  leaders  of  the 
party. 

Question.  In  re^anl  to  these  acts  to  which  you  have  referred  as  occurring  in  NoxulK*e 
and  other  counties,  were  they  represented*  to  you  as  being  committed  by  perHous  in 
disguise,  or  pei*sons  in  their  ordinary  apparel  ? 

Anmcer.  By  persons  in  disguise. 

Question.  In  the  day-time  or  in  the  night-time  ? 

Answer.  In  the  night-time. 

Question.  Were  those  outrages  committed  upon  white  persons  or  colored  persons  ? 

Ansicer.  Principally  upon  colored  persons. 
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Qmstion,  What  was  the  reason,  if  any,  that  was  assigned  for  the  infliction  of  these 
punishments  or  outrages  upon  persons  in  your  State  ? 

Answer.  1  have  never  been  able  to  ascertain  what  reasons  they  gave;  general  rumor 
Btated  that  they  were  political;  but  as  to  what  the  object  of  the  parlies  committing 
these  outrages  was  I  could  not  say. 

Question,  Were  they  alleged  in  public  conversations 

jRttwer.  Alleged  t-o  have  been  done  for  political  effect. 

QaesUan.  In  conversations  which  occurrences  of  this  kind  would  naturally  elicit,  was 
it  alleged  that  they  were  committed  by  men  of  the  democratic  party  upon  rex)ul>- 
licans  f 

Ansfcer.  Yes,  sir, 

QuGstion.  In  your  conversations  with  democrats  of  good  standing,  respectable,  intel- 
ligent gentlemen,  what  view  did  they  take  of  these  outrages?  Give  us  the  views  which 
\rere  expressed  on  one  side  and  the  other,  of  these  outrages,  so  that  we  may  be  able  to 
get  at  the  public  sentiment  on  the  subject. 

Anawtr.  rarties  such  as  yon  have  described,  democrats  of  good  standing,  were  always 
opposed  to  them.  When  anything  of  that  kind  occurred,  members  of  the  legislature 
of  that  party  appeared  to  regret  it  as  much  as  anybody  could.  I  have  talked  very 
freely  with  them  in  regard  to  these  matters,  and  they  appeared  to  regret  these  outrages 
as  much  as  any  jH^rson  could  regret  them.  They  said  they  were  done  by  parties  who 
vere  irresponsible,  lawless  men.  I  have  talked  with  two  members  of  the  legislature 
about' these  matters  and  about  an  organization  of  this  kind,  and  as  to  what  their  opin- 
ion was  a1)OUt  it.  They  said  their  opinion  was  that  there  was  such  an  organization, 
and  that  it  was  for  political  purposes  and  eflfect ;  but  that  they  were  not  in  fiivor  of  it ; 
that  they  had  never  belonged  to  it,  and  had  no  knowledge  themselves  of  any  persons 
who  did'beloug  to  it ;  but  they  were  perfectly  satisfied  that  there  was  such  an  organ- 
ization ;  and  one  of  them  stated  further  that  he  believed  the  organization  was  estab- 
linhed  for  political  purxK)ses. 

By  Mr.  Van  Trump  : 

Question,  Give  us  the  names  of  those  two  gentlemen. 

Answer.  If  you  require  it,  I  will  give  their  names,  but  the*  statements  they  made 
were  made  in  a  private  conversation,  and  in  rather  a  confidential  way. 

Qufstion.  I  require  their  names. 

Anawrr.  The  statement  I  am  now  repeating  was  made  by  Mr.  Hemming  way. 

Question.    Who  was  the  other  gentlemau  ? 

Answer.  Mr.  Sessions. 

Question.  You  stated  in  reply  to  a  question  by  the  chairman  that  your  impression  is, 
frnoi  conversations  which  you  have  had,  that  this  organization  was  for  political  pur- 
poaes.    Were  these  conversations  generally  with  republicans  f     ^ 

Answer.  Not  exclusively. 

Question.  I  did  not  say  exclusively,  but  generally.  You  have  given  two  instances  of 
conversations  with  democrats.  I  asked  you  if  your  conversation  was  generally  with 
repnblicana. 

Angwcr.  I  have  talked  with  members  of  the  democratic  party  in  the  legislature  just 
as  freely,  frankly,  and  candidly  as  I  ever  did  with  the  republican  members. 

Question.  Have  not  your  convei^uitions  with  regard  to  whether  this  organization  was 
political  or  not  been  confined  generally  to  republicans  f 

An»w€r.  I  presume  it  has  been  talked  of  more  among  the  republicans  than  among 
the  democrats.  Still  I  have  found  democrats  who  were  willing  to  admit  that  there 
va8  Huch  an  organization,  and  that  it  was  for  political  purposes ;  and  at  the  same  time 
they  deprecated  it. 

Question.  Any  other  democrats  than  the  two  you  have  mentioned  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  it  was  talkml  about  in  a  joking  way  by  democrats  generally ; 
I  have  frequently  heard  them  say  that  they  would  have  such  and  such  parties  Ku- 
Klnxed ;  but  that  was  only  joking.  The  Ku-Klux  organization  was  talked  about  daily, 
and  eeemed  to  be  ackiiowledge<l  as  existing  by  all  parties,  on  all  hands.  I  never  found 
aiiylMxly  who  would  deny  that  there  was  such  an  organization  as  the  Ku-Klux  organ- 
ization. I  never  found  anybody,  in  conversation,  who  was  willing  to  indorse  it,  or 
who  appeared  to  have  any  sympathy  whatever  with  it. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 
Question.  What  was  Mr.  Hemmingway's  first  name  f 
Answer.  I  cannot  state  his  first  name. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Quaiion.  Was  it  Mr.  Hemmingway  who  told  you  this? 
Answer.  No,  sir ;  did  I  say  Hemmingway  or  Street  f 
QuestufH.  You  said  Hemmingway. 
i Mirer.  That  was  an  error;  it  was  Street. 
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By  Mr.  Van  Trump: 
Question,  What  is  the  post  office  address  of  Mr.  Street  and  Mr.  Sessions  f 
Answer.  Mr.  Street  lives  in  Tisheuiiugo  County ;  and  Mr.  Sessions  in  Liljerty,  Frank- 
lin County. 

Question,  Lil)erty  is  his  post  office  address  ? 
Ansxver.  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Do  you  know  the  post  office  address  of  the  other  gentleman  f 
Ansiper.  I  do  not;  I  do  not  remember  the  county  town  of  that  county;  it  can  be 
ascertained  by  referring  to  the  map. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 
Question,  Mr.  Street  was  not  a  member  of  your  investigating  committee  t 
Answer.  No,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Pool  : 

QHesiion.  You  have  said  that  it  was  generally  admitted  that  this  organization  was 
formed  for  political  purposes;  what  kind  of  political  purposes? 

Answer,  I  suppose  just  the  same  as  any  political  organization  is  formed  for ;  for  the 
interest  of  the  party. 

By  Mr.  Van  Trump  : 

Question.  Very  much  like  the  Union  League,  do  you  mean  t 

Ansirer.  I  do  not  know  what  the  object  of  the  Union  League  i9 ;  I  never  was  a  Toember 
of  it.  I  presume  it  was  to  advance  the  interest  of  the  party  to  which  the  organization 
belonged. 

By  Mr.  Pool: 

Question,  By  murder,  outrage,  and  intimidation? 

Ansiver,  I  would  state  my  opinion  exactly  here,  if  the  committee  desires  it,  in  regard 
to  this  Ku-Klux  organization  in  the  South.  I  believe  it  was  organized  for  the  purpose 
of  advancing  the  interests  of  the  democratic  party ;  I  believe  so  from  what  I  have  been 
able  to  learn  there.  I  believe  that  there  are  a  great  many  good  citizens  who  belong 
to  it ;  that  they  went  into  it  under  different  names,  all  having  the  same  object  in  view, 
the  advaucemont  of  the  interests  of  the  democratic  party.  I  believe  ba<l  men  got  into 
the  organization,  the  same  as  do  in  every  other  organization,  and  that  these  outrages 
grew  out  of  that.  But  I  do  not  believe  that  a  large  majority  of  the  citizens  who  joined 
the  organization,  who  helpe<l  to  start  it  in  the  nrst  place,  ever  had  any  intention  of 
anything  of  that  kind,  or  any  sympathy  with  it.  I  believe  many  persons  who  formerly 
belonged  to  the  organization  have  become  disgusted  with  it  since  it  has  assumed  that 
character.    Tliut  is  my  opinion  from  what  I  have  been  able  to  learn  about  it. 

Question,  Have  these  good  pemons  who  belonged  to  it,  and  are  now  disgusted  with 
it,  taken  any  means  to  stop  these  outrages  f 

Answer,  That  I  cannot  say. 

Question,  Have  they  come  out  in  public  meetings  and  condemned  them  f 

Answer,  Not  that  I  am  aware  of. 

Question.  Have  they  been  active  in  aiding  the  authorities  in  bringing  the  x>erpetni- 
tors  of  those  outrages  t^o  justice  f 

Answer.  I  cannot  say  that  the  authorities  there  receive  a  verj'  active  support  from 
the  citizens  in  efforts  to  pat  down  lawlessness  of  any  kind. 

Question.  Have  you  ever  known  a  man  convicted  for  offenses  of  this  Ku-Klux  class  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir;  a  few  days  ago  live  men  were  convicted  njion  a  preliminary  exami- 
nation and  bound  over. 

Question.  I  do  not  speak  of  being  bound  over,  but  of  being  convicted  and  punished. 

AnswfT,  Two  men  were  punished  in  Natchez  in  1868,  before  I  arrived  there,  for  com- 
mitting an  outrage  ujion  a  school  teacher,  and  sent  to  the  penit«ntiary ;  they  were 
released  in  a  few  weeks  afterward.    Those  are. the  only  cases  I  know  of. 

Question.  Tliat  was  in  1868  f 

Ansiver,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Were  there  any  Ku-Klux  in  Mississippi  in  1868  f 

Answer.  That  was  a  disguised  party  that  weut  and  committ-ed  an  outrage  npon  a 
school-teacher  who  lived  a  few  miles  from  Natchez.  They  were  arrested,  convicted, 
and  sent  to  the  penitentiary. 

Question,  You  spoke  of  this  party  from  Alabama  stacking  their  arms  in  the  street. 

Ansirer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  What  kind  of  armsf 

Answer,  Double-barreled  shot-guns  principally. 

Question,  Wliat  was  the  number  of  the  party  t 

Annwer.  Variously  .estimated  from  one  hundred  and  fifty  to  two  hundred  and  fifty;  I 
should  think  from  the  testimony  that  there  were  perhaps  one  hundred  and  seventy-five 
of  them. 
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QtusHon,  What  time  of  the  day  did  thev  come  there  f 

Afi$wer.  They  came  in  the  morning  and  ate  dinner  there. 

Qnestioti.  How  long  did  they  remam  there  f 

Angwer.  Until  that  night. 

Question.  Was  that  after  the  riot  f  * 

Anrntr.  No,  sir ;  before  the  riot.  Parties  also  came  at  the  time  the  riot  occurred ; 
came  in  in  squads,  on  the  train  and  on  horseback.  There  were  various  estimates  as 
to  the  number  who  came. 

By  Mr.  Stevenson  : 

Question.  What  were  the  different  estimates  ? 

Anstrer,  One  squad  that  came  in  on  the  cars  on  Monday  it  was  estimated  numbered 
about  forty.  And  then  there  were  other  squads  that  came  in  on  horseback,  perhaps 
fifteen  or  twenty  together;  there  were  two  or  three  of  them.  I  should  suppose  from 
the  testimou  V  that  there  were  perhaps  from  one  hundred  and  fifty  to  two  hundred  who 
came  from  Alabama  there. 

By  Mr.  Pool  : 

QuenHon.  Before  or  during  the  riot  ? 

Avswer.  After  the  riot  occurred.  They  came  in  while  the  excitement  prevailed  there. 
There  was  a  great  deal  of  excitement  for  a  few  days. 

Question.  You  say  that  Price  was  accused  of  being  with  the  party  that  committed  an 
aasjiult  upon  a  man  from  Alabama  who  represented  himself  as  a  deputy  sheriif  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  What  was  the  deputy  sheriff  there  for,  according  to  his  statement  f 

Aitswer.  For  the  puriK)8e  of  arresting  those  same  parties  who  were  afterward  carried 
off  by  the  large  body  of  Alabamiaus  that  came  in  there,  as  was  stated  before  us  at  the 
time  of  the  examination.  That  was  what  he  claimed  to  be  there  for,  acting  under  the 
authority  of  the  sheriff,  being  himself  a  deputy  sheriff. 

Question.  I  would  like  to  uuderstand  why  the  authorities  concluded  that  Price  had 
better  lie  released  and  sent  away. 

Ansieer.  The  first  reason  was  that  it  was  to  avoid  a  difficulty ;  these  other  parties 
^ho  came  in  from  Alabama  stated  that  they  came  for  the  purpose  of  seeing  that  justice 
wa8  done  by  him.  The  authorities  thought  there  might  be  a  serious  disturbance  there, 
and  they  cont-luded  it  would  be  better  to  release  him  and  let  him  go.  They  stated,  that 
they  did  not  know  whether  he  was  guilty  or  not,  but  rather  than  attempt  jto  go  on 
with  the  trial  they  preferred  to  let  him  go,  as  the  parties  from  Alabama  would  not  be 
contented  with  anything  but  finding  him  guilty,  wliether  he  was  guilty  or  not. 

Question.  Did  they  allege  that  if  he  shoiud  be  acquitted  he  would  be  executed  any 
wayf 

Answer.  They  alleged  that  they  believed  it  would  not  be  safe  for  him  to  return  at  all; 
that  if  he  came  there  he  would  be  outraged  in  some  way.  You  will  find  that  la  the 
testimony. 

Question.  That  is,  that  they  could  not  do  justice  by  him  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  Moore,  the  representative  from  that  county,  dare  not  go  back  there 
BOW,  Bince  the  legislature  has  a4Jounied.  I  have  a  letter  in  my  possession^  written  by 
the  postmaster  there  to  Moore,  advising  him  not  to  come  back  to  Meridian  at  this 
time. 

By  Mr.  Coburn  : 

Question.  Have  you  that  letter,  yon  say,  in  your  possession  t 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  it  is  at  my  room  at  the  hotel  here.  Moore  gave  it  to  me  to  read 
jnst  as  I  got  on  the  cars  and  was  about  leaving ;  I  read  it  and  put  it  in  my  pocket. 

Question.  Was  the  letter  addressed  to  you  f 

Answer.  No,  sir;  to  Mr.  Moore,  the  representative  from  Lauderdale  County;  he  lives 
in  Meridian. 

Question.  What  was  the  date  of  the  letter  f 

Answer.  It  was  written  perhaps  ten  days  ago.  Mr.  Moore  has  not  gone  back  there  at 
all  since  the  legislature  acyonmed;  he  remains  away  by  the  advice  of  friends  who  are 
li?ing  in  Meridum. 

By  Mr.  Van  Trump  : 

Question.  Yon  say  yon  went  to  MlBsissippi  in  1867 1 
Answer.  Yes,  sir. 
Question.  From  what  State  f 
Answer.  Ohio. 

Question.  From  what  part  of  Ohio  f 
Answer.  From  near  Salem,  Columbiana  Counly. 

Question.  Have  yon  held  any  other  office  in  Mississippi,  besides  that  of  representa^ 
tivef 
Answer.  Yes,  sir. 
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QuestUm.  What? 

Aimrer.  I  went  there  as  an  agent  of  the  Bnrean  for  General  Howard ;  I  still  holo 
that  position ;  I  am  disbursing  agent,  acting  as  an  agent  without  fee,  at  Natchez. 
Question,  In  what  year  were  you  elected  as  representative  to  the  legislature  f 
Anmcer,  In  1869. 

By  Mr.  Stevenson  : 

Question,  You  spoke  of  a  railroad  train  having  been  chartered  during  the  troubles  at 
Meridian.    How  was  that  f 

Answer.  The  authorities  of  Meridian  telegraphed  to  the  president  of  the  Vicksburg 
and  Meridian  road  for  the  use  of  a  train ;  also  to  president  Murdock,  of  the  Mobile  and 
Ohio  road,  for  the  use  of  a  train  on  that  road.  It  was  granted  to  them,  and  they  took 
it,  and  with  a  body  of  armed  men  went  down  the  Meridian  road  for  the  x>urposo  of  ar- 
resting Mr.  Moore. 

Questicn.  Did  they  succeed  f 

Anstcer,  No,  sir. 

Question.  Does  that  road  run  directly  aeross  the  State  f 

Answer.  It  runs  from  Vicksburg  to  Meridian,  and  there  connects  with  the  Selma 
road. 

Question.  It  runs  east  and  west  across  the  State,  and  crosses  the  State  line  of  Ala- 
bama f 

Anstccr.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  It  afforded  a  very  convenient  mode  of  travel  for  these  people  t 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Did  you  understand  whether  the  men  who  came  from  Alabama  were  Ku- 
KluxT 

Answer.  They  were  not  disguised  at  all ;  they  came  simply  as  a  body  of  armed  men. 

Question.  Was  there  anything  said  by  them,  during  any  of  their  operations,  which 
would  lead  to  the  impression  that  they  were  Ku-Klux  f 

Answer.  No,  sir  ;  I  do  not  know  whether  they  would  be  termed  Ku-Klux  or  not.  All 
that  they  said,  as  we  were  able  to  learn,  was  that  they  came  over  there  to  see  that  the 
law  was  properly  administered.  They  came  over,  in  the  first  place,  to  arrest  the  colored 
men  and  take  them  back  ;  the  men  they  arrested  and  carried  back  afterward.  They 
came  over  again  when  Price  was  arrested,  as  they  said,  to  see  that  the  law  was  prop- 
erly executed  there  and  justice  done  in  that  case.  Everybody  in  speaking  of  them, 
however,  speaks  of  them  as  the  Ku-KUix  from  Alabama. 

Question.  What  is  the  political  complexion  of  Meridian  f 

Answer.  Meridian,  that  is,  Laudenlale  County,  elected  republican  candidates.  They 
have  had  no  election  in  the  towh  of  Meridian  yet. 

Question,  Did  they  not  elect  their  commissioner  f 

Anstver.  No,  sir ;  he  is  acting  under  appointment  from  the  governor.  There  has  been 
no  election  for  municipal  or  county  officers  in  Mississippi  as  yet. 

Question.  Do  you  not  know^  which  political  party  has  the  majority  in  Meridian  t 

Answer.  1  cannot  state. 

Question.  Is  it  not  true  that  in  most  of  these  towns  there  is  a  concentration  of  colored 
population  f 

Answer.  I  think  that  as  a  rule,  at  least  so  my  experience  teaches  me,  you  will 
find  in  the* towns  that  there  is  a  pretty  equal  division  between  the  colored  and  white 
voters.  I  know  that  is  the  case  in  Vicksburg,  and  also  in  Natchez ;  there  is  not  a  dif- 
ference of  over  125  in  Natchez ;  the  colored  voters  predominate  there  by  about  that 
number.  In  Vicksburg  the  white  voters  predominate.  I  cannot  say  how  it  is  in 
Meridian. 

Question.  Has  there  not  been  a  general  movement  against  mayors  in  that  part  of 
Mississippi  f 

Answer.  I  think  there  has  been,  in  the  northern  part  of  Mississippi ;  I  know  there 
has  been  against  the  former  mayor  of  Columbus ;  also  of  Aberdeen,  and  of  Meridian. 

Question.  They  were  all  republicans  f 

Anstcer.  Yes,  sir ;  all  republicans.  I  do  not  hesitate  to  say  that  there  is  a  very  strong 
effort  in  all  the  towns  in  the  State  to  get  control  of  the  municipal  governments,  the 
democrats  trying  to  obtain  control  of  them,  and  the  republicans  to  retain  the  control 
of  them. 

Question.  One  of  the  ways  in  which  the  democrats  are  trsring  to  obtain  the  control 
is  to  induce  or  compel  the  mayors  to  resign  f 

AnsKcr.  Xhey  have  brought  every  influence  to  bear  to  get  the  republican  mayors  re- 
moved, and  to*  get  the  governor  to  appoint  men  of  their  party.  He  himself  stated  to 
me  that  they  seemed  to  be  determined  to  have  appointed  all  the  democratic  mayors 
that  they  could. 

QmoiUov.  Has  there  been  any  general  movement  against  school-houses  and  schools  in 
that  part  of  the  State  f 

Jjiswcr.  Jhen^have  been  several  school-houses  burned,  as  I  have  learned  from  oonrer- 
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nations  with  the  saperintendent  of  edncation.  He  stated  to  me  a  short  time  ago  that 
witbin  the  last  year  there  had  been  twenty,  I  think  twenty-five,  I  will  not  say  posi- 
tirely,  of  his  school-houses  burned. 

By  ifr.  Pool  : 
QnestUm,  Were  they  colored  school-houses  f 
AMver.  Yes,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Stevenson  : 

Qu€»ti(m.  Common  schools  t 

AMtcrr.  Yes,  sir,  under  the  school  system. 

Question.  Generjilly  attended  by  colored  children  ? 

Amvct,  Yes,  sir,  more  generally  by  colored  people  than  by  whites.  There  are  very 
few  white  children  attending  school  outside  of  the  towns. 

Qufstion.  Was  it  known  by  whom  these  burnings  were  done  t 

Jnirirfr.  No,  sir ;  they  were  generally  done  in  the  night-time  by  parties  who  were  not 
recognized. 

QueftiatL  By  disguised  parties  f 

Anmtr.  In  some  cases. 

By  Mr.  Van  Trump  : 

Question.  Nobody  ever  saw  them  burned  t 

An^er,  Yes,  sir ;  in  some  cases  parties  in  disguise  were  seen  to  go  there  and  bum 
tbf  m ;  in  one  or  two  caAes.  In  one  case  in  particular  they  went  there  while  some  ex- 
ercises were  going  on  and  scared  the  people  away. 

QuesiUm,  In  the  day-time  f 

Annccr,  No,  sir  j  in  the  evening.  I  remember  the  circumstance  of  the  superintend- 
ent speaking  to  me  particularly  about  that  case,  but  I  do  not  remember  where  it  was 
located. 

By  Mr.  Stevenson  : 
Qnatian,  What  were  the  circumstances  f 

Anncer.  They  went  there  while  they  were  having  some  exercises,  an  exhibition  or 
v}mething  of  that  sort>,  and  frightened  the  people  away  and  burned  the  school-house. 

By  Mr.  Van  Trump  : 

Question,  You  have  heard  of  this ;  you  do  not  know  it  yourself! 

Anncer.  It  was  told  to  me  by  the  superintendent. 

Qvmtion.  Have  you  never  heard  of  any  outrages  being  committed  by  negroes  f 

J«#irer.  The  one  case  I  have  stated  is  the  only  case  I  have  heard  of  in  which  they 
Lave  been  accused  of  committing  outrages  upon  anybody. 

Quoition,  What  ca«e ;  burning  a  school-house  t 

Anmer,  No,  sir ;  the  case  where  Price  was  arrested.  Some  parties  claimed  that  the 
a.^'sanlt  on  the  deputy  sheriff  was  not  made  by  negroes,  although  it  was  stated  that 
thf  parties  were  in  dis";uise.  But  the  common  report  around  Meridian  is  that  the 
depnty  sheriff  was  Ku-Kluxed  by  negroes. 

Qn&ition.  That  is  the  only  case  you  have  heard  oft 

Jflsirer.  That  is  the  only  case  I  have  heard  of  their  being  charged  with  Ku-Kluxing. 

(^tion,  I  do  not  mean  Ku-Kluxing  merely,  but  committing  any  outrages. 

Amnttr.  There  have  been  disturbances  among  them  occasionally ;  but  that  is  the 
only  ease  that  I  have  heard  of  their  being  charged  with  combining  together  against 
anylwKly. 

QHtntlan.  I  was  asking  you  generally  if  you  have  not  heard  of  frequent  outrages  and 
acts  of  lawlessness  by  the  negroes,  whether  combined  efforts  or  individual  efforts. 

Anmrrr.  Of  course,  there  have  been  a  great  many  arrested  for  thieving  and  for  dis- 
turbances that  occurred  among  themselves. 

Quffitum,  Has  that  been  frequently  the  case  f 

Apswer,  Yes,  sir;  it  is  quite  frequent  that  they  are  arrested.  But  as  for  outrages 
mmmitted  by  parties  in  disuse,  or  committed  by  them  in  a  combined  body,  I  do  not 
know  that  I  have  ever  heard  of  any  other  case. 

Question,  I  am  not  talking  about  that. 

^•wer.  The  record  of  the  courts  will  show  that  negroes  have  been  arrested,  arrested 
for  some  alleged  crime  they  have  committed. 

By  Mr.  Stevenson  : 
Quesiion.  Has  there  been  any  difficulty  in  punishing  them  f 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  there  does  not  appear  to  be  ,*  a  great  many  of  them  are  sent  to  the 
penitentiary. 
Que9tUm,  Did  you  ever  hear  of  any  negroes  burning  any  white  school-houses  f 
Antfcer,  I  never  have. 
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Queatutn.  Did  you  ever  hear  of  any  negroes  serving  notices  on  democratic  white 
mayors  to  resign  their  places  f 

Anstcer.  No,  sir ;  I  never  heard  of  anything  of  the  kind. 

Queation,  Have  yon  ever  known  of  any  one  being  prosecnted  and  panished  for  bum> 
ing  these  school-hoases  ? 

Answer,  Not  one  instance. 

By  Mr.  Van  Trump  : 

Question.  Do  you  know  whether  they  have  been  found  out  f 
Anaicer,  I  do  not  know  that  they  have  been. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question,  Do  you  know  of  school-houses  ever  having  been  burned  f 

Ausicer,  I  know  from  having  seen  where  the  houses  were,  in  the  ease  of  some  of  them, 
and  in  other  cases  from  the  otncial  statements  of  the  superintendent. 

Question,  Does  he  state  who  burned  them  f 

Answer.  No,  sir;  only  that  they  were  burned. 

Question,  Does  he  state  why  they  were  burned  T 

Answer,  He  says  he  presumes  they  have  been  burned  by  parties  or  persons  opposed 
to  the  advancement  of  the  common-school  system  iu  the  State ;  that  he  knows  of 
no  other  reason  why  they  should  be  burned,  except  to  retard  the  progress  of  education 
iu  the  State.    He  does  not  attempt  to  specify  who  were  the  parties  who  burned  them. 

By  Mr.  Stevenson  : 

Question,  Have  any  colored  churches  been  burned  t 

Ansirer,  Yes,  sir;  a  colored  church  was  burned  in  Meridian  at  the  time  of  this  riot 
there,  the  church  in  which  Mr.  Moore  officiated. 

Question.  That  Mr.  Moore  is  a  representative  from  that  county,  and  a  colored  preacher  1 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  His  house  was  burned  also? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  and  all  his  furniture. 

Question.  I  think  I  saw  at  the  time  that  it  was  intimated  he  hjid  burned  the  church, 
or  his  own  house.    Did  you  find  anything  to  sustain  that  charge  ? 

Ansirer.  No,  sir.  Theit*  were  some  rumors  afloat,  somethiu^;  in  the  papers  there,  that 
he  had  burned  his  house  iu  onler  to  obtain  the  insurance  on  it ;  it  was  stated  that  his 
house  was  insured.  But  we  made  particular  inquiry  of  the  witnesses  who  came  before 
us  as  to  whether  they  thought  Moore  burned  his  own  house,  and  none  of  them  hesi- 
tated to  say  that  tht-y  were  natisfied  that  ho  did  not  do  it.  He  left  town  immediately 
after  the  riot,  and  his  house  was  not  burned  until  one  or  two  o^clock  that  night. 

Question.  Why  did  be  Iciive  town  f 

Answer.  He  says  he  was  satisfied  he  would  have  been  killed  if  he  had  remained  ^hcre ; 
that  he  left  town  because  he  thought  his  life  was  in  danger. 

Question.  Do  you  know  of  any  circumstances  tending  to  confirm  that  fear  f 

Ansurr.  Imme<liately  after  the  i»ot  he  asked  the  deputy  sheriff  to  protect  him,  as  he 
feared  violence ;  the  deputy  sheriff  answered  by  saying  that  he  could  not  protect  any- 
body;  that  he  would  have  to  prot<?ct  himself.  Mr.  Moore  says  that  one  or  two  parties 
whom  he  met  advised  him  to  get  out  of  town  immediately,  for  they  were  Stitisfied  he 
would  be  killed  if  found  there  while  the  excitement  was  raging.  It  was  6tat4xl  on  the 
street  by  persons,  while  the  excitement  was  going  ou,  that  they  must  go  and  hunt  up 
Moore  and  kill  him. 

Question.  Does  it  appar  that  any  parties  visited  his  house  t 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  If  you  will  read  the  testimony  yon  will  find  that  his  honse  was 
visited  two  or  three  times ;  one  party  visited  it  and  broke  up  his  furniture,  and  then 
another  party  went  there  in  the  night  and  burned  his  house. 

Qutstion.  Did  the  parties  go  there  in  search  of  him  t 

Ansicer.  So  it  appeared. 

By  Mr.  Pool: 

Question.  In  regard  to  the  government  of  Mississippi,  are  there  any  charges  of  cor- 
ruption against  the  State  officers  f 

Answer.  No  specific  charges  at  all  that  I  know  of ;  there  are  some  general  charges 
about  the  officers  being  corrupt  men  ;  no  more  than  you  will  see  in  the  newspafiers.  I 
know  of  nobody  who  has  made  any  specific  charge  of  corruption  agaiust  the  State 
government,  or  any  part  of  it. 

Questiou.  Have  any  charges  of  corruption  been  made  against  the  county  officers  ? 

Ansicer.  No  one  has  made  any  complaint  except  such  as  you  will  find  in  the  news- 
papers. The  papers  sometimes  claim  that  the  officers  are  extravagant  and  corrupt,  as 
you  will  find  one  party  generally  makiug  charges  against  the  other. 

Question.  Are  any  charges  made  against  the  city  governments  t 

Anstcer.  Not  that  I  know  of. 
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Question.  Is  there  any  extraordinary  amount  of  cormption  there  t 

AiufiKr.  Not  to  my  knowledge. 

Quotum.  Not  more  than  usual  f 

Jfiravr.  No,  sir ;  I  think  the  government  has  heen  administered  there  more  eeonom- 
ically  than  it  was  ever  administered  before. 

Quettion.  Before  the  war,  even  f 

Antva-.  Yes,  sir. 

QuttHon.  Have  there  been  any  large  railroad  appropriations,  or  anything  of  that 
kisdf 

An9}ter,  There  have  been  no  railroad  appropriations  at  all,  except  that  a  law  was 
passed  by  the  legislature  providing  that  any  railroad  which  wonld  construct  twenty- 
tire  miles  of  road  within  the  limits  of  the  State,  and  have  it  equipped  and  in  good 
nmning  onler  by  the  1st  day  of  September,  1872,  shonid  receive  from  the  State  at  the 
rate  of  $4,000  per  mile.  That  was  approved  and  entered  into  by  nil  parties  there ;  it 
seemed  to  be  a  general  movement,  entirely  satisfactory  to  everybody. 

Quation.  Has  the  public  debt  of  the  State  been  increased  since  the  republicans  went 
into  power  there? 

Answer.  There  is  no  public  debt  of  the  State  except  the  old  repudiated  debt  and  a 
debt  existing  at  the  time  the  republicans  went  into  power  there,  of,  perhaps,  $*250,000; 
not  more  than  that,  I  think.  The  legislature  authorized  the  issue  of  certificates  of 
iDdei>tetlness,  to  be  used  through  the  State,  to  the  amount  of  $300,000,  and  the  issue  of 
$olK),000  in  bonds  maturing  in  five  years ;  that  is,  $100,000  in  one  year,  $100,000  in  two 
yeare,  &c. 

QHettion.  To  pay  the  old  debt  and  the  interest  on  it  f 

Antfictr.  Yes,  sir. 

Quation.  There  has  been  no  new  debt  created  f 

AHiitter.  No,  sir ;  and  there  will  be  a  margin  left  in  the  treasury  after  the  collection 
of  the  taxes  this  year  for  paying  the  current  .expenses  of  the  State  and  the  $100,000  of 
bonds  which  mature  this  year. 

Question.  Then  I  understand  that  it  is  not  alleged  that  these  Ku-Klux  outrages  are 
io  consequence  of  any  cormption  on  the  part  of  the  State  ofiicials,  or  increase  of  the 
debt  of  the  State,  &c.1 

Anncer.  So  far  as  that  is  concerned,  I  will  state  that  they  allege  that  we  have  been 
extravagant  in  levying  taxes  for  the  puri>ose  of  building  school-houses  and  carrying  on 
schools ;  that  is  the  only  thing  in  regard  to  which  there  has  been  any  dissatisfaction 
expressed.  That  is  what  is  stated  in  the  papers,  that  the  school  tax  is  onerous  and 
too  heavy.  They  also  state  in  the  papers  and  in  conversation  that  the  school  tax  is 
being  paid  by  persons  who  do  not  receive  the  benefit  of  it ;  that  the  pei-sous  who  have 
no  children,  or  very  few,  to  send  to  school  own  the  most  property,  which  is  taxed  for 
the  benefit  of  colored  children.  Still,  at  the  same  time,  tuere  is  no  general  opi)osition 
to  the  school  sj^steni.  Almost  every  man  w^ho  owns  a  large  plantation  is  anxious  to 
have  a  wliool-house  built  on  his  plantation,  and  donates  the  land  for  the  purpose.  They 
say  that  they  can  manage  their  laborers  and  their  children  better  in  that  way. 

Quettiom.  Who  say  that,  the  democrats  f 

Ansicer.  Yes,  sir ;  the  democrats  and  everybody  else. 

By  Mr.  Coburn  : 

Quetftion.  In  point  of  fact,  are  school-houses  being  built  there  by  the  owners  of  the 
land? 

Annrtr.  Yes,  sir. 

Quetiion.  In  what  numbers  f 

An»Fer.  1  cannot  tell.  I  should  say  that  during  the  last  year  there  must  have  been 
established  three  thousand  or  four  thousand  schools  in  the  State. 

By  Mr-  Van  Trump  : 
Question.  There  have  been  that  many  school-buildings  erected  7 
Answer.  I  cannot  state  that  exactly.    I  could  send  you  the  report  of  the  superintend- 
ent of  education  for  that  State. 

By  Mr.  Pool: 

Question.  You  say  that  there  have  been  established  four  thousand  schools  in  the 
State ;  how  many  counties  have  yon  in  the  State  f 

Answer.  There  are  sixty-eight  counties  organized,  and  two  not  organized. 

Question.  That  would  make  five  or  six  schools  to  the  county  f 

Answer.  There  are  more  in  some  counties  than  in  others.  The  school  system  has 
Wn  pretty  thoroughly  organized  in  the  State.  There  is  a  large  school  fund  there 
Vnown  as  the  Chickasaw  school  fund,  from  the  sale  of  the  Chickasaw  school  lands. 
The  Chickasaw  school  district  had  several  hundred  thousand  dollars  of  a  school  fund, 
and  they  have  gone  ahead  and  organized  schools  there. 

QntsUon.  Where  do  they  get  that  fund  t 

Answer,  From  the  sale  of  the  Chickasaw  school  lands. 
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Question,  They  have  nsed  the  fiind  for  this  purpose  ? 
Jnmcer.  They  use  only  the  interest  of  the  fund. 

Question.  Do  you  include  iu  the  number  you  have  named  the  school-houses  established 
by  that  fund  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  that  would  include  everything. 

By  Mr.  Blaib  : 

Qtiestion.  Was  a  bill  passed  by  your  legislature  for  the  sale  of  the  Jackson  Railroad f 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  a  bill  was  passed  extending  the  charter  of  the  Jackson  Railroad,  or 
ft  new  charter  was  granted. 

Question.  Was  the  State  interest  in  the  road  sold  f 

Answei\  It  was  turned  over  to  Colonel  McComb,  upon  an  agreement  that  he  wa^  to 
build  one  hundred  and  forty  miles  of  road  running  to  Aberdeen,  and  build  a  branch- 
road,  according  to  the  original  charter,  running  from  Canton  to  Aberdeen,  and  com- 
plete it  within  three  years. 

Question.  They  gave  it  to  hira  ? 

Anstcvr.  Yes,  sir ;  they  made  a  donation  of  it. 

By  Mr.  Van  Trcmp  : 
Question.  What  was  the  amount  of  the  State  stock  in  the  road  ? 
Ansirer.  About  $250,000,  worth  about  five  cents  on  the  dollar  at  the  time  they  turned 
it  over  to  him. 

By  the  Chairman: 

Question.  Was  that  an  incomplete  and  abandoned  enterprise  ? 

Answer.  Xo,  sir;  it  was  like  this :  when  the  charter  was  granted  to  the  New  Orleans 
and  Jackson  Road,  it  was  upon  condition  that  the  company  was  to  build  a  branch- 
road  by  way  of  Canton  and  Aberdeen  within  ten  years,  otherwise  they  forfeited  their 
charter.  The  ten  years  expired  without  the  branch  being  constracted,  and  conse- 
quently the  charter  was  forfeited.  The  legislature  renewed  the  charter,  required  tha 
branch-road  to  be  built  in  three  years,  and  turned  over  to  the  railroad  company  what 
stock  the  State  h«dd  in  it.  The  State  had  given  to  everj'  other  road  constructed  iu  the 
State — to  the  Mobile  and  Ohio,  to  the  Mississippi  Central — and  to  all  other  roads  eou- 
structed  there  they  had  given  aid  to  build  them.  The  stock  that  the  State  held  iu  this 
roa<l — the  help  they  had  originally  given  to  construct  the  road — they  donated  to  the 
road. 

Question.  The  charter  to  that  branch  having  been  abandoned  in  consequence  of  the 
road  not  being  completed,  the  stock  which  the  State  held  in  it  would  have  been  lost 
at  all  events  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question.  Not  at  all ;  the  stock  was  in  the  road  which  had  been  built  and  running 
for  fifteen  years. 

Answer.  The  road  would  have  gone  into  bankruptcy  and  the  State  would  have  lost 
its  Htock,  for  there  would  have  been  nothing  left  after  the  sale  of  the  road  with  which 
to  pay  the  stock ;  it  would  have  been  an  entire  loss  to  the  State. 

By  Mr.  Stevexson  : 

Question.  In  regard  to  the  disposition  of  the  stock  held  by  the  State  in  the  railroad 
company  and  the  action  ui>on  the  subject  taken  by  the  legislature,  I  wish  to  ask  yoa 
%  whet  her  that  was  a  party  question? 

Ansirer.  No,  sir ;  it  assumed  the  character  of  a  contest  between  the  railroad  interests 
of  the  State,  and  was  not  of  a  party  character  at  all.  It  was  advocated  and  opposed 
by  both  democrats  and  republicans. 

Question.  The  other  railroads  did  not  want  this  done? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  it  assumed  no  political  character,  and  was  of  no  political  conse- 
quence whatever.  Some  of  the  very  warmest  advocates  of  the  scheme  were  in  the  dem- 
ocratic party,  who  lived  on  the  line  of  the  road  where  the  extension  was  to  be  made, 
and  they  wanted  the  extension  to  Aberdeen.  It  ran  through  counties  represented  by 
democrats ;  democrats  were  the  prime  movers  in  the  enterprise. 

Question.  Was  it  opposed  by  men  of  both  parties  t 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  however,  it  passed  by  a  very  large  vote;  the  opposition  to  it  was 
verj'  limited,  and  embraced  members  of  both  jiolitical  parties. 

Question.  It  was  opposed  and  sustained  by  men  of  both  parties  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  the  same  way  also  with  the  act  which  was  passed  giving  the  aid 
of  the  State  to  the  amount  of  ^,000  a  mile  to  all  railroad  companies  that  would  con- 
struct twenty-five  miles  of  railroad  within  the  Stat«,  and  have  it  equipped  and  in  ran* 
niiig  order  by  the  Ist  of  September,  1872. 

Question.  Have  any  of  the  raiUoad  questions  been  made  party  qnestioiiB  there  T 

Answer.  No,  sir;  not  at  alL   In  order  to  show  that  they  were  uo  party  questions  I  will 
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state  that  there  is  now  a  road  beine  constrncted  from  Natchez  to  Jackson  ;  the  presi- 
dent of  that  railroad  is  a  leadioj;  democrat  in  that  portion  of  the  State.  When  the 
proposition  was  made  to  grant  $4,000  a  mile  to  these  railroads  I  telegraphed  to  him  to 
Kno\r  what  he  thought  of  it  and  what  he  desired.  I  also  went  mrther  and  asked 
if  he  conld  control  the  papers  in  his  portion  of  the  State  in  favor  of  the  enterprise; 
they  were  all  democratic  but  one.  He  telegraphed  back  to  pass  the  bill  by  all  means, 
and  that  he  could  control  the  papers.  The  democratic  papers  in  all  parts  of  the  State, 
especially  in  that  iM>rtion  of  the  State,  have  come  out  in  support  of  the  measure.  The 
only  oppo6iition  has  been  on  the  part  of  two  or  three  of  them;  the  other  democratic 
pa])ers  have  come  out  promptly  and  advocated  the  measure.  It  has  not  assumed  at 
all  the  character  of  a  political  contest  in  the  State. 

By  Mr.  Poland  : 

Qneation,  Has  the  railroad  legislation  anything  at  all  to  do  with  the  disorders  and 
troubles  in  the  State  f 

Answer.  N<>,  sir ;  I  think  not.  Pretty  nearly  everybody  in  the  State  is  in  favor  of 
the  railroad  syst<».ra. 

Question.  Has  that  ever  been  made  by  anybody  an  excuse  for  any  violence  f 

Anstcer.  None  whatever  that  I  am  aware  of.  The  railroad  legislation  of  the  State 
hkA  not  l)een  party  legislation  in  any  respect  at  all. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

QtifsHon.  Have  there  been  any  efforts  in  the  legislature  to  assume  the  payment  of  the 
old  repudiated  debt  ? 

Anmcer.  None  whatever. 

Quention.  There  has  been  no  movement  of  that  kind  T 

Anmver.  A  resolution  was  offered  at  one  time  to  ascertain  what  the  old  debt  was,  or 
something  in  regard  to  it ;  but  it  was  not  carried ;  it  was  voted  down.  I  would  say, 
however,  that  there  is  a  movement  on  foot  in  the  State  of  Mississipxii  to  assume  the 
old  repudiated  debt ;  and  I  will  also  state  that  General  Forrest  is  at  the  head  of  that 
movement. 

Question.  Does  he  live  in  the  State  T 

Angicer.  H(>  does  business  in  the  State,  and  is  most  of  the  time  at  Aberdeen.  His 
family  is  living  at  Memphis.  He  is  the  prime  mover  for  the  assumption  of  the  old 
repudiated  d(4>t ;  so  that  if  there  is  anything  political  about  it,  it  must  be  democratic. 

Question,  Hav<?  there  not  been  a  number  of  persons  at  Jackson  ux)on  that  business  ? 

if  Mirer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Lobbyists  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Name  some  of  them. 

AMwer.  A  man  of  the  name  of  Tomraony ;  a  man  by  the  name  of  Elliot ;  and  a  man 
from  this  city,  I  do  not  remember  his  name.  The  editor  of  the  Memphis  Avalanche 
also  was  therci  in  that  interest ;  and  also  a  prominent  democrat  of  this  city  was  there 
in  that  interes^^  in  connection  with  the  editor  of  the  Memphis  paper ;  and  a  man  from 
New  York.  They  were  there  at  the  time  I  was  in  New  lork  some  time  ago  on  busi- 
D<is8.    I  do  not  remember  their  names. 

Question.  Who  is  Elliot  f 

Answer.  Hn  is  a  man  from  Mobile ;  that  is  all  I  know  of  him. 

Question.  Wlio  is  Tommony  f 

Answer.  He  is  a  Memphis  man. 

Question,  No  movements  have  been  made  in  the  legislature  for  that  purpose  T 

Answer.  No,  sir;  none  whatever.  It  is  a  matter  talked  of,  but  the  strongest  advocates 
for  the  assumntion  of  the  payment  of  that  repudiated  debt  are  those  interested  in  the 
nilroads  in  the  State  of  Mississippi,  which  interests  are  purely  democratic.  It  was 
fought  off  in  this  legislature,  which  is  republican ;  it  was  kept  out  of  the  legislature 
by  them. 


TesHmony  before  the  joint  committee  of  Mississippi  legislature  to  investiffate  the  Meridian  riot 
appointed  under  resolution  approved  March  21,  1871. 

A  BESOLUTION  in  rehUion  to  tho  riot  at  Meridian. 

Be  it  resolved  by  the  legislature  of  the  State  of  Mississippi,  That  a  joint  committee,  con- 
sisting of  three  members  on  the  part  of  the  senate,  and  three  [5 J  on  the  part  of  tho 
lionse,  be  appointed,  whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  investigate  the  facts  in  relation  to  the 
late  riot  at  Meridian. 

Resolved  further,  That  the  said  committee  shall  sit  either  at  Meridian  or  Jackson,  or 
at  both  places,  with  full  authority  to  act  in  the  premises ;  to  send  for  persons  and 
papers;  to  administer  oaths,  and  adopt  such  other  means  as,  in  the  opinion  of  a 
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majority  of  the  committee,  it  may  aeem  necesstay,  to  ascertain  fally  and  completely 
the  causes,  iirogress,  and  results  of  the  said  riot,  and  the  proceeding  and  investiga- 
tions thus  had  shall  be  reported  by  said  committee  to  the  legislature  at  the  earliest 
practicable  moment. 

liesolredfurlheTf  That  the  sum  of  twenty-five  hundred  dollars,  or  so  much  thereof  as 
may  be  necessary  to  defray  the  expenses  incident  to  their  investigation,  is  hereby 
appropriated  and  set  apart  out  of  any  funds  in  the  treasury  of  the  State  not  otherwise 
appropriat4Hl,  and  the  auditor  of  public  accounts  shall  be  authorized  to  issue  his  war- 
rants upon  the  treasurer  for  such  sum  or  sums,  not  exceeding  the  amount  herein 
appropriated,  upon  the  certificate  or  certificates  of  expenses  of  the  chairman  of  the 
committee  being  furnished  him. 

B^solred  further,  That  the  committee  is  authorized  to  employ  a  clerk  to  aid  in  the 
investigat'/m. 

Approved  March  21,  1871. 

Committee. — Hon.  O.  C.  French,  chairman.  On  part  of  senate :  Senators  Caldwell 
Gibbs,  and  Stone.  On  part  of  house :  Repi'esentatives  French,  Foote,  Sessions,  Hem- 
mingway,  and  Willing. 

RoBEKT  J.  MosELY,  being  sworn : 

State  in  what  capacity  you  were  acting  at  the  time  of  these  occurrences. 

Answer.  Sherifi". 

Qvj&itioR.  How  long  have  you  been  acting  f 

Answer.  N<*ar  two  years ;  I  am  over  the  county  more  or  less. 

Question.  How  long  have  these  troubles  been  brewing  f 

Answer.  Some  five  or  six  months. 

Question.  Do  you  know  anything  about  the  killing  of  a  member  of  the  board  of 
supervisors  f 

Answer.  Yes ;  the  inquest  showed  that  Joseph  Williams  was  called  out  of  his  house 
by  ten  or  twelve  men  ;  no  aiTests  made ;  did  not  go  on  the  scene  ;  I  had  a  deputy  there. 
*  Question.  Has  any  other  killing  of  colored  men  occurred  in  your  county  f 

Answa:  Yes,  sir;  prior  to  that. 

Question.  State  the  names  of  them. 

Answer.  A  colored  man,  some  twelve  or  eighteen  months  ago,  by  the  name  of  Lacey ;  a 
road  overset^r  also  shot  last  fall,  in  September  or  October ;  was  shot  by  party  secreted  by 
the  roadside ;  was  some  months  before  he  was  able  to  make  statement  about  it ;  his 
name  was  Moses  Robinson. 

Question.  Was  there  a  mail  agent  kille<l  on  this  route  near  State  lino  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  about  October,  1870;  do  not  recollect  name. 

Question.  State  character  of  member  of  board  of  supervisors  and  other  parties  who 
were  killed. 

Answer.  There  were  bills  of  indictment  against  both  parties;  Robinson  for  killing 
hog;  petit  larceny;  the  other  man,  Joseph  Williams,  for  malfeasance  in  office. 

Question.  Was  the  killing  of  these  pairties  caused  by  prejudice  from  their  holding 
ofiice  f 

Answer.  That  is  the  opinion  of  a  majority  of  the  colored  people. 

Question.  Have  these  parties  that  have  been  killed  been  all  identified  with  one  politi- 
cal party  f 

Answer.  Yes. 

Question.  Make  statement  of  what  you  know  about  the  killing  of  Jack  Burton. 

Anstcer.  Wiis  killed  by  party  in  disguise;  some  ten  or  twelve  men;  nearly  a  year 
ago;  sometime  last  spring;  ten  or  eleven  mouths  ago,  at  Lauderdale  depot.  A  man 
by  the  name  of  Kaiser  was  shot  at  the  same  time ;  he  lost  his  arm ;  arrests  have  been 
made,  and  beforo  committing  court  parties  charged  have  invariably  j)^^^^  ^n  alibu 

Question.  Have  any  indictments  been  found  l>y  grand  jury  agamst  any  parties  for 
these  ofieuses  f 

Answer.  One  indictment  fonnd,  but  no  arrests  made. 

Question.  State  reasons  why  no  arrests  were  made. 

Ansirer.  I  made  every  effort ;  capias  is  returnable  at  this  next  term  of  court. 

Question.  How  was  the  grand  jury  composed  that  indicted  the  supervisors  7 

Answer.  Usually  composed  of  about  an  equal  number  of  white  and  colored;  the 
jury  that  indicted  the  board  of  supervisors  had  five  colored  men ;  there  were  in  all 
seventeen  men,  perhaps  twenty. 

Question.  Did  the  grand  jury  make  an  expos6  of  any  of  their  proceedings  that  were 
liable  to  come  before  the  court  f 

Answer.  Not  at  alL 

Question,  Did  not  these  different  occurrences  produce  some  excitement  among  the 
lepublicans  f 

Answer.  I  think  it  did.  A  man  by  the  name  of  Renfeau,  with  a  party,  came  in  here 
for  the  purpose  of  arresting  a  colored  man  for  stealing  some  man'a  money ;  my  deputy 
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waft  on  the  spot  at  the  time  they  came ;  they  were  about  forty-five  in  number ;  Mr. 
Rai^lale  supposed  there  were  three  hundred :  his  clerk  says  one  hundred  and  fifty,  or 
out'  hundred  and  sixty,  eat  at  the  table ;  I  talked  with  citizens  about  measures  to  sup- 
pn^  them  ;  leading  men  thought  best  to  make  no  arrests :  about  two  o'clock  at  nignt 
the  mayor  put  a  warrant  in  my  hands  to  arrest  some  of  the  parties ;  I  thought  it  not 
W<^t,  as  I  did  not  know  the  number  of  them,  and  said  all  micnt  be  killed ;  sent  for  old 
man  Shearer,  Hueston,  and  Thomas,  old  citizens,  and  they  told  me  not  to  undertake  to 
make  any  arrests  ;  I  sent  my  deputy  to  them  to  see  that  they  put  up  their  arms ;  they 
stacked  them  and  eat  at  the  Phtenix  and  other  hotels ;  thonght  it  not  best  to  make 
any  arrests  after  consulting  old  citizens;  thought  it  would  produce  more  blood- 
shnl;  at  this  time  excitement  was  high;  they  were  after  Price;  did  not  make  any 
arrests;  they  came  in  about  sundown,  and  left  next  day;  the  ofienses  committed  were 
Dothinyr  further  than  assault  and  battery,  with  the  exception  of  taking  several  parties 
back  with  them ;  they  went  off  without  paying  their  bills ;  some  parties  have  since 
offered  to  pay  some  of  their  bills ;  Colonel  Home  has  done  so  ;  it  was  a  reign  of  terror ; 
I  dill  not  know  what  forces  they  had ;  Kennard  came  over  here  to  make  arrests  of 
these  parties  that  escaped  from  Sumter  County,  Alabama ;  they  came  along  to  back 
hira  up ;  he  made  the  affidavit  and  was  around  here  a  day  or  two ;  Price  was  arrested ; 
tbey  came  over  to  see  that  the  civil  authorities  discharged  their  duties. 

Questhn.  Did  you  make  any  attempt  to  arrest  this  Alabama  man  f 

Awncfr.  I  did  not  consider  that  he  had  violated  any  law. 

Question,  What  efibrt  did  you  make  to  identify  these  parties  who  came  over  from 
Alabama  ? 

Anrnter.  I  made  effort,  but  failed. 

Qvaiion.  What  was  the  character  of  the  meeting  held  on  Monday  t 

Atifttcer.  Mass  meeting  of  citizens ;  they  apprehended  some  difficulty  from  the  colored 
people,  and  meant  to  take  some  measure  to  memorialize  the  governor  to  remove  some 
of  the  officers ;  they  also  notified  the  mayor  to  leave ;  a  man  by  the  name  of  Smith 
was  recommended  for  his  place,  and  holds  the  office  now ;  it  was  put  in  the  shape  of  a 
re<pies»t  to  vacate  the  office  and  leave ;  he  was  accused  of  being  at  the  bottom  of  these 
disturbances  hero  between  white  and  black ;  not  for  malfeasance  in  office,  but  of  ob- 
tain lug  money  under  false  pretenses  he  was  accused. 

Quf^tion,  How  manv  were  there  under  orders  of  your  deputies  that  night  T 

Jmtcer.  About  one  hundred  and  fiftv,  armed  with  shot-guns  and  pistols;  Mr.  Parker, 
a  citizen  of  Sumter,  said  that  he  could  send  to  Sumter  County  for  arms  and  men  if 
necessary ;  he  was  informed  by  the  sherifi'  that  it  was  not  necessary ;  some  came ;  do 
not  know  how  many ;  I  was  busy  guarding  the  mayor :  the  Alabamiaus  were  not  de- 
tained, becanse  there  were  no  charges  against  them,  and  there  was  no  efibrt  made  that 
I  know  of  to  identify  them  ;  I  gave  instructions  to  persons  whom  I  gave  orders  to  raise 
quails  to  disarm  every  man  that  they  met,  white  and  colored,  and  bring  them  to  the 
conrt-honae. 

Question.  Were  you  not  around  to  the  burning  f 

Anincer.  I  did  not  go,  but  sent  men  there ;  I  was  not  informed  until  next  day  that 
men  were  taken  away  from  my  deputies;  I  left  them  in  care  of  A.  R.  Wilson,  an  au- 
thorized deputy,  and  charged  him  that  they  were  in  danger  of  being  murdered: 
reprded  him  as  a  suitable  and  reliable  man  to  leave  them  m  charge  of ;  I  believea 
when  I  plac(Kl  them  in  his  hands  that  they  would  be  taken  care  of. 

Quettion,  The  charges  were  such  that  you  do  not  think  that  Mr.  Wilson  would  leave 
them  without  placing  them  in  safe  hands  f 

Ansiter.  I  think  so. 

Question.  Do  you  think  Mr.  Wilson  discharged  his  duty  as  custodian  of  those  people 
in  tnmiug  them  over  to  other  irresponsible  parties  f 

Anfncer.  I  think  he  was  derelict  of  his  duty ;  one  of  the  parties  was  wounded ;  I  waa 
in  the  room  at  the  time  Mr.  Dennis's  throat  was  out,  but  did  not  know  of  it  till  after- 
ward. 

QuetUon.  Do  you  think  that  any  of  those  parties  that  were  killed  were  killed  by 
parties  summoned  by  you  as  guards  f 

Answtr.  I  do  not ;  the  character  of  those  citizens  summoned  by  me  was  such  that  I 
do  not  think  they  had  anything  to  do  with  the  killing  of  any  of  these  parties ;  the 
P^ple  of  Meridian  who  were  not  acting  as  special  deputies  had  sufficient  respect  for 
thoNe  who  were  acting  as  deputies  to  prevent  them  from  committing  any  depredations ; 
1  ))elieve  that  the  murder  of  those  three  parties  was  done  by  persons  who  came  to  Me- 
ridian for  that  purx>ose ;  not  by  parties  hereabouts ;  my  instructions  to  my  deputies 
^ere  to  disarm  all  persons,  but  not  to  go  into  any  person's  house. 

(Question,  What  authoiity  had  those  pai'ties  in  pursuing  Aaron  Moore? 

Answer.  My  authority ;  the  men  were  reliable,  and  I  believe  would  have  brought  him 
back  ftafe ;  I  had  a  deputy  in  charge  of  one  squad ;  do  not  know  who  was  in  charge  of 
tbc  other  squad ;  they  took  a  special  train.  I  heard  on  Sunday  that  there  was  to  ne  a 
mass  meeting  on  Monday  and  certain  parties  would  be  ordered  away ;  the  meeting 
^ii  held  prior  to  the  examination  of  the  parties,  (among  whom  was  Moore ;)  I  do  not 
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thiDk  that  the  meeting  had  any  infinence  or  effect  at  the  trial ;  I  do  not  think  that  the 
opinion  prevails  that  Moore  removed  his  fumitnre ;  I  saw  the  pistol  that  Tyicr  was  al- 
leged to  have  had  ;  Mr.  Brantley  has  the  pistol ;  did  not  notice  whether  or  not  it  had 
been  tired ;  did  not  know  that  it  was  my  duty  to  retain  pistol  or  weapons  used ;  1  did 
not  appoint  Mr.  Homo  to  lead  any  of  the  squads;  I  saw  him  with  a  gun  in  the  crowd ; 
1  saw  but  very  little  of  him ;  I  was  giving  my  time  more  particulany  to  some  plan  to 
protect  Mr.  8turgis,  the  mayor ;  Mr.  Home  told  me  about  the  dispatch  being  sent  to 
Sumter  County. 

Question.  I  am  told  that  there  were  some  twenty  or  thirty  armed  men  came  into 
town  ;  if  they  had  been  colored  would  they  have  been  arrested  ? 

Answer.  I  think  thej^  would  have  been. 

Question.  Do  you  not  think  that  the  cause  for  fear  on  the  part  of  the  colored  was  as 
great  as  on  thcpart  of  the  whites,  in  view  of  all  the  circumstances  which  occurrwl  f 

Answer.  I  thiuk  on  that  day  (Saturday,  March  4)  the  whites  had  greater  cause  to 
fear  an  attack  from  the  colored  people,  but  prior  to  that  day  the  colored  people  had 
greater  cause  to  apprehend  danger  from  the  whites  than  the  whites  had  from  the  col- 
ored ;  on  account  of  depredations  of  parties  living  outside  of  Meridian ;  I  formed  this 
conclusion  from  the  character  of  speeches  made  as  rejKirted  to  me  by  J.  R.  Smith. 

Question.  Do  you  thiuk  that  the  colored  people  as  a  class  had  any  cause  for  fears  of 
an  attack  in  force  from  the  whito  people  f 

Answer.  At  that  immediate  time  I  think  not,  but  prior  to  that,  owing  to  raids  mado 
by  parties  said  to  be  Alabaniians,  they  had  cause. 

Question.  Do  you  believe  that  the  white  people  had  any  cause  to  apprehend  an  at- 
tack from  the  colored  people  in  force  ? 

Ansiver.  I  do,  sir;  this  impression  is  formed  from  information  received  from  various 
sources. 

Question.  Do  you  think  that  the  demonstration  of  hostility  on  the  part  of  the  colorwl 
toward  the  whites  has  been  as  great  as  the  demonstrations  of  hostility  on  the  i>art  oi 
the  white  towanl  the  colored  f 

Answer.  I  do  not. 

(Evidence  to  be  continued.) 

RoDERT  Lkaciiman,  circuit  judge  sixth  district,  being  sworn,  states: 

Personally,  I  know  very  little  about  it ;  all  I  have  learned  is  hearsay. 

Question.  lit  has  been  charged  by  some  that  the  witnesses  were  intimidated  and 
afraid  to  give  the  facts;  can  you  give  your  opinion  of  this  matter? 

^n^irer.  I  do  not  think  they  were. 

Question.  Why  is  it  that  in  the  burning  of  the  church  and  house,  and  other  outrages, 
with  a  guard  uiwu  the  streets  of  one  hundred  Jind  fifty  men  acting  as  a  patrol,  that  it 
was  impossible  to  identify  any  man? 

Answer.  I  thiuk  that  the  witnesses  who  were  examined  answered  candidly  and  con- 
scientiously; I  think  that  there  are  some  men  that  follow  these  railroads — whether 
they  belong  in  Alabama  or  in  3ilssissippi  I  cannot  say — that  may  be  called  desperadoes, 
and  have  committed  outrages  at  Lauderdale  and  different  portions  of  tills  county. 

Question.  What  do  you  think  about  the  sheriff  of  your  county? 

Answer.  Perhaps  he  has  not  done  as  he  ought;  the  public  opinion  here  does  not  sus- 
tain the  burning  of  the  church  nor  Moore's  house.  I  think  if  the  facts  were  proven 
before  a  jury,  the  parties  could  be  convicted,  and  if  any  man  could  be  identified  who 
took  part  in  the  kilhng  of  the  three  men,  if  brought  before  the  jury  and  x>roven,  would 
be  punished;  as  for  the  balance,  I  cannot  say.  Mr.  Sturgis  was  the  cause  of  thi.s 
trouble,  to  a  great  extent;  I  have  advised  him  frequently  to  run  the  machine  mod- 
erately, and  not  to  foment  the  feeling  between  the  white  and  blacks.  Had  he  l>eeu  a 
moderate  man  and  a  good  adviser,  this  affair  never  would  have  occurred ;  he  had  not 
lost  the  confidence  of  the  colored  people.  I  never  laid  the  facts  before  the  governor  as 
regards  his  misconduct;  theaaarshal  submitted  to  Sturgis's  rule  altogether.  I  do  not 
think  that  there  was  any  politics  in  this  thing;  I  think  that  it  arose  out  of  the  mere 
course  of  things.  The  white  people  believed  that  Sturgis  was  fomenting  this 
disturbance. 

Question.  Is  it  not  a  fact  that  all  of  the  persons  murdered  or  injured  belonged  to  the 
republican  party,  or  were  identified  with  the  colored  people? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know;  Judge  Bramlette  was  a  republican. 

Question.  Was  his  killing  premeditated  or  an  accident? 

Anstcer.  I  cannot  say;  Mr.  P had  attacked  me  in  the  street  and  charged  me  with 

being  his  pei*8onal  and  i)olitical  enemy,  and  that  he  intende<l  to  revenge  himself  by 
getting  me  removed  from  my  position  as  judge  of  the  circuit  court,  if  possible;  and 
Jud^e  Bramlette  stated  to  mo  the  next  morning  that  Mr.  Sturgis  was  very  bitter  aud 
hostile  to  himself  and  myself,  and  was  going  to  have  us  removed,  if  possible.  Do  not 
know  the  feeling  existing  between  Tyler  and  Sturgis,  but  think  they  were  friends;  I 
think  J.  P.  Walker,  the  district  attorney,  discharged  his  duty  efficiently  and  impar- 
tially, and  makes  a  very  efficient  officer. 
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T.  J.  Pelton,  being  sworn,  states: 

I  have  resided  here  since  the  fall  of  1865;  I  was  on  the  police  at  the  time  of  the  riot; 
in  regard  to  the  killing  of  parties  I  know  nothing;  was  on  Front  street  at  time  I  heard 
report  of  fighting  at  conrt-house;  came  to  the  corner,  and  met  Colonel  Home  running 
thiA  way  with  gnn  in  hand;  asked  if  I  had  pistol,  and  replied  that  I  had,  and  he 
renuested  nic  not  to  go  down  tht»re;  went  across  in  confectionery  store,  and  staid  a 
half  or  three-quarters  of  an  hour;  Mr.  Mosely  came  riding  down  on  his  horse;  I  went 
out  and  s|>oke  to  him ;  ho  directed  nie  to  go  on  the  hill  by  the  Methodist  church,  and 

he  said,  '*  Pelton,  I  want  you  to  go  to house  and  get  guns;  if  we  can  get  the  guns 

out  of  the  negroes^  hands,  we  will  have  no  more  trouble.'*  I  started  in  that  direction, 
aad  got  up  in  the  neighborhood  of  the  Baptist  church,  and  met  an  armed  sqnad  of 
eight  or  ten  men,  who  stopped  me  and  said,  "  Here,  Pelton,  you  have  been  in  this  town 
long  enough,  and  we  want  you  to  get  out  before  to-morrow  morning;"  J.  P.  Gully  was 
ODt*  of  them.  I  turned  and  came  to  the  upper  end  of  this  buildin«j,  and  saw  a  great 
squad  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  men  on  this  comer,  swearing  that  they  were  going  for 
Sturgis;  I  left  and  went  homej^  and  sent  for  General  Patton,  the  marshal,  and  told  him 
what  had  been  said  to  rao ;  he  advised  me  to  keep  still  until  the  excitement  was  over. 
I  staid  in  the  house  u!itil  about  eleven  o'clock,  about  the  time  the  fire  broke  out ;  about 
half  an  hour  from  that  time  another  squad  came  to  my  house,  and  they  were  informed 
that  I  was  not  in.  I  staid  in  the  house,  seeing  there  was  no  chance  to  get  on  any 
train;  I  was  informed  by  Mr.  Peters  that  they  were  around  the  depot,  and  that  armed 
men  were  on  the  Jackson  train,  and  advised  me  to  stay  in  the  house  until  Tuesday 
night;  he  lives  in  the  country.  I  went  out  the  back  door;  he  kept  watch  for  me;  I 
went  alx>ut  two  and  a  half-miles  south  of  here;  a  watchman  at  the  Alabama  and 
Chattanooga  Railroad  kept  nic  posted  as  to  what  was  going  on.  On  Wednesday  morn- 
ing a  man  named  Roberdeu,  a  carpenter,  went  to  my  house  and  told  my  wife  that  he 
vas  one  of  the  sqnad  that  came  to  onler  me  oflT,  and  that  he  was  under  direct  orders  of 
the  sheriflT.     I  know  some  parties  that  do  know  of  the  killing  of  Warren  Tyler,  and  of 

his  l)eing  shot  in  the  court-house;  John  Ethridge  is  one, Ingraham,  who  is  with 

Van  Horzier,  is  another,  and  W.  A.  Payne  can  give  some  facts  in  regard  to  the  shooting 
at  the  court-house.  I  remained  in  my' house  about  twenty-seven  or  twenty-eight  hours 
after  being  notified  to  leave  by  this  sqnad,  and  had  communication  with  outside 
through  Peters;  I  have  staid  since  the  disturbance  at  Peters's  house  eight  days.  I 
returned  and  gave  myst'lf  up  to  the  sheriff;  I  have  received  notice  to  leave  since  I  have 
been  here;  I  have  the  notice  in  my  possession;  I  was  examined  bjir  the  court  at  the 
late  investigation ;  I  can  identify  several  parties  who  gave  me  the  first  notification  to 
leave. 

Question.  Were  you  sunnnoned  before  this  committee  T 

Atunrer.  Yes,  sir ;  by  Mr.  French,  this  morning.  I  do  not  know  anything  about  the 
parties  who  took  the  three  men  out  of  the  court-house  and  killed  them. 

Quaiion.  When  Colonel  Home  accosted  you,  where  were  you  going  T 

Antwer.  To  this  corner ;  I  di<l  not  come  because  I  was  obnoxious  to  the  community ; 
I  knew  that  I  was  obnoxious  by  seeing  my  name  in  the  Mercury  and  being  handed 
around ;  I  was  a  policeman ;  I  never  was  molested ;  I  do  not  know  anything  about  the 
burning  of  the  church  nor  Moore's  house,  but  think  Mr.  Heuston  does ;  I  believe  Harry 
Mamu,  colored,  knows  all  about  the  burning  of  Moore's  house,  and  the  parties  who 
prohibited  the  removal  of  the  furniture  from  the  house. 

Question,  How  long  have  you  been  in  Meridian  f 

Jffwrpr.  I  have  been  here  since  the  fall  of  1865. 

Question.  What  is  the  difi'erence  in  treatment  of  a  Northern  man  and  one  who  afiSli- 
ates  with  the  democracy  f 

Answer.  A  great  difference ;  the  republicans  have  all  been  ordered  out ;  there  is  an 
organization,  but  I  cannot  say  that  it  is  secret,  that  goes  to  work  and  says  it  shall  be  so, 
and  it  is  done ;  the  sheriff,  in  my  opinion,  did  not  do  as  I  would  have  done  had  I  been 
sheriff;  I  went  to  some  of  them  (the  Alabamians)  and  requested  them  to  put  down 
arms,  and  they  did  it ;  when  they  came  in  in  the  ni^ht,  he  (the  sheriff)  deputized  some 
one  else  to  attend  to  this ;  I  know  nothing  about  his  wife's  illness ;  the  sneriff  was  in 
full  sympathy  with  the  meeting  of  Monday ;  I  do  not  know  how  many  men  signed  the 
request  for  the  parties  to  leave  here ;  Mr.  Belk,  the  deputy  sheriff,  is  a  man  that  attends 
to  his  business  and  seems  to  be  posted  as  to  what  is  going  on ;  Reynolds  came  into  the 
court-room  when  I  was  speaking  to  Dennis,  and  asked  for  Mosely ;  the  people  seemed 
to  be  familiar  with  him,  and  he  seemed  to  be  acquainted  generally  with  them. 

Question.  W^here  was  his  sqnad,  (of  horse  marines  ?) 

Answer.  They  were  scattered  around;  he  (Reynolds)  was  here  on  Monday;  also  on 
Sunday  night  taking  an  active  part ;  on  Sunday  night  Dennis  sent  for  me  and  requested 
ine  to  see  the  sheriff,  as  he  was  afraid  they  were  going  to  take  him  out  and  kill  him ; 
the  Alabamians  seemed  very  welcome  for  people  from  a  distance ;  I  saw  the  sheriff 
when  a  squad  of  two  hundrcnl  and  fifty  men  stood  right  out  here,  alK)ut  eight  abreast ; 
6ome  of  the  leaders  raised  a  yell  **  Sturgis,  Sturgis;"  Mosely  (the  sheriff)  was  on  his 
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horse ;  I  could  not  bear  what  he  said,  but  conid  see  by  his  eestures  that  he  was  trying 
to  keep  them  from  going  to  Stnrgis's  house ;  nearly  all  of  the  white  men  in  town  were 
out  there  with  them ;  Dred  Finley  was  the  only  colored  man  I  could  see ;  they  seemed 
to  be  rejoicing  about  the  death  of  Tyler ;  I  never  heard  Tyler  make  threats  against 
Judge  Bramlettc ;  I  do  not  know  that  they  were  friendly,  and  do  not  know  that  they 
were  unfriendly ;  I  do  not  know  anything  about  an  order  called  the  ^^  Knights  of  the 
White  Camelias;  "  I  was  never  admittea  into  it;  I  have  heard  talk  about  some  out- 
rages committed  upon  women:  Clie  women  are  in  town  yet;  Ellen  Parton  is  one  of 
them ;  I  saw  her  to-day ;  Marshal  Ware  saw  some  of  this. 

QucHtion,  What  would  be  the  probability  of  convicting  a  man  for  killing  in  this 
town  f 

Answer,  Very  poor ;  the)  generally  prove  an  alibi. 

Qvention,  Did  you  ever  know  anything  of  a  contemplated  outbreak  or  uprising  here 
by  the  citizens  of  one  class  upon  those  of  another  f 

Answer.  I  never  did ;  the  mayor  made  an  effort  to  get  rid  of  the  city  marshal  for  mal- 
feasance in  office,  but  could  not  get  shed  of  him ;  the  people  seemed  to  like  him ;  there 
was  a  controversy  between  Mr.  Fatten  and  a  man  appomted  by  the  governor,  but  it 
was  for  malfeasance  iu  office  for  which  the  mayor  wished  him  i*emoveu;  I  am  slightly 
acquainted  with  the  preseut  mayor ;  I  do  not  know  whether  he  was  present  at  meet- 
ing on  Monday ;  I  have  heard  so ;  I  heard  that  there  was  a  petition  u^)  to  the  governor 
for  his  appoiutment;  I  had  a  petition  for  the  retention  of  Sturgis,  (mayor;)  it  hud 
about  one  hundred  white  signers ;  it  is  in  Jackson ;  it  was  for  the  purpose  of  retaining 
him  here ;  I  sent  it  by  Ware  among  the  colored  people  to  get  signers ;  it  had  about 
four  hundred  and  seventy-two  names,  as  near  as  I  could  remember ;  I  was  afraid  to  put 
it  in  the  post  office ;  afraid  it  would  not  get  all  safe. 

Question.  Who  are  the  present  aldermen  of  this  town  T 

Answer.  Messrs.  Wolf,  Bramlette,  Moore,  and  Johnson.  There  was  one  vacancy;  Mr. 
Sturgis  had  his  brother  appointed,  but  he  never  got  his  commission ;  Mr.  William 
Sturgis  was  book-keeper  for  his  brother ;  I  know  the  statement  to  be  false  iu  reference  to 
his  swindling  colored  people,  in  the  instance  alluded  to  in  the  Mercury,  as  I  was  present 
myself;  I  attached  the  cotton  myself,  acting  as  special  deputy  under  order  of  the 
court ;  Sturgis  had  a  mortgage,  and  under  rex)levin  the  court  ^ave  him  the  cotton ;  I 
went  after  it ;  it  was  weighed  in  Front  street,  at  Rush's  iicales ;  it  fell  short  of  Sturgis's 
weight  five  or  eight  pounds  in  Mobile ;  this  came  out  iu  the  Mercury ;  I  think  Sturgis 
(mayor)  a  straightforward  business  man,  a  man  of  good  habits,  sober  and  industrious. 

T.  J.  PELTON. 

Henry  >Iasox,  being  sworn : 

I  have  been  living  in  Meridian  eight  years;  I  was  here  when  Judge  Bram1ett« 
was  killed  f  was  not  in  the  court-house :  do  not  know  about  anybody  being  killed ; 
I  saw  Tyler  drop  from  the  balcony ;  Bill  Peterson  and  Nelse  Hodges  saw  him  when 
he  was  in  the  ditch ;  I  was  driving  a  dray ;  Tyler  was  carried  into  Sam.  Parker's 
shop ;  I  do  not  know  who  went  in  there ;  I  did  not  see  a  pistol  on  him  at  the  time  they 
wanted  to  put  him  on  my  dray ;  he  had  no  pistol  on  when  he  came  into  the  court- 
house ;  I  was  on  the  steps  when  he  came  in  the  court-house;  I  did  not  come  up;  I  live 
in  the  next  house  to  Mr.  Moore's,  about  twenty  steps  from  his ;  I  was  there  when 
Moore's  house  was  burned ;  I  saw  one  hundred  men  there  about  an  hour  before  house 
was  burned ;  saw  them  inside  the  house  breaking  furniture,  &c.;  Berry  Home  was  one 
of  them  that  was  inside ;  Captain  Henderson  was  leading  the  company  of  hundred 
men;  the  house  was  burned  about  an  hour  or  an  hour  and  a  half  after  Berry  Home 
was  inside  breaking  things;  I  did  not  see  any  furniture  removed  from  the  house;  I 
saw  two  men  with  hre  and  can  of  oil  go  to  the  church  to  fire  it;  it  was  moonlight,  but 
could  not  discern  the  parties;  I  do  not  think  that  Moore  moved  any  of  his  furniture; 
Home  was  in  the  squad  of  Captain  Henderson ;  I  was  carrying  water  to  keep  my  house 
from  burning;  JVIr.  Wiley  Coleman  stated  that  they  did  not  want  to  burn' me  out  as 
they  had  the  one  they  wanted;  I  do  not  think  there  was  any  fire  in  Moore's  stove  at 
the  time;  I  heard  Moore's  and  Clopton's  speeches;  there  was  nothing  said  contrary  to 
no  man ;  Moore's  principal  subject  was  about  the  Alabamians,  and  asking  white  and 
colored  to  Join  together  to  keep  them  ofL 

Felix  Weidmann,  swom,  states : 

I  can  give  no  testimony  as  regards  the  kOling  of  any  one,  nor  burning  of  church  and 
Moore's  house ;  about  fifteen  men  came  into  my  house  one  morning  and  got  breakfast; 
they  were  strangers  living  across  the  line,  and  said  that :  '*  We  are  for  the  good  of 
the  city ;  charge  it  to  the  city."  They  all  had  arms ;  Mr.  Home  offered  me  five  dollars 
once  in  payment ;  I  did  not  accent  it ;  I  did  not  see  any  guns  fired ;  I  closed  up  my 
hotel  as  soon  as  it  commenced.  Tnese  fifteen  men  said  they  came  over  to  see  about  the 
trial  of  Price. 
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Wm.  S.  Patton,  sworn : 

QHe$iion,  Do  you  know  the  leaders  of  this  band  of  men  that  came  here  from  Alabama 
some  months  ago  t 

Antteer.  Some  colored  people  came  np  to  see  me  and  said  some  armed  men  ore  in  town ; 
I  came  down  and  requested  to  see  the  leader ;  some  one  asked  me  if  I  want^  to  see 
fieufeaa ;  1  believe  that  there  was  a  body  ot  armed  men  here  for  some  purpose ;  I  should 
think,  from  the  remarks  made  as  above,  that  Renfeau  was  their  leader ;  they  were  scat- 
tered about,  not  under  any  apparent  organization  or  drill ;  this  was  before  the  last 
disturbance ;  I  saw  strangers  here  on  Monday ;  it  was  about  four  o'clock  in  the  mor- 
ning when  a  party  came  to  me  between  the  Phcenix  House  and  court-house,  and  informed 
me  of  the  three  bodies  in  the  ticket ;  I  did  not  recos^izo  the  party ;  do  not  know 
whether  Renfeau  was  hero  or  not ;  Reynolds  (Captain  Jinks)  I  think  a  desperate  char- 
acter ;  he  was  over  here ;  the  sheriff  had  men  scattered  all  over  town ;  I  think  ho  had 
a  posse  of  fiftj'  or  a  hundred  men  at  the  time  men  where  taken  out ;  I  brought  Isaac 
Lee  np  here ;  he  appealed  to  me  for  assistance ;  I  brought  him  up  in  the  court-house 
and  had  him  locked  in  sherifTs  office,  and  Dr.  Phillips  dressed  his  wounds;  he  was  not 
shot  in  this  portion  of  town  ;  I  was  in  the  court-room  when  the  first  shot  was  fired ; 
I  think  Warren  Tyler  fired  the  first  shot  as  soon  as  Brantley  walked  toward  him,  and 
when  near  the  door  he  tired  and  the  shot  struck  Bramlette ;  I  cannot  say  whether  or 
not  it  ^vas  the  result  of  accident  or  intentional ;  do  not  know  that  there  was  any  diffi- 
culty existing  between  Bramlette  and  Tyler ;  I  did  not  see  the  pistol  that  Tyler  had 
after  he  was  killed;  I  think  the  sheriff  had  been  trying  to  maintain  pt^ace  and  order: 
he  was  out  himself  all  the  time  during  the  riot ;  I  saw  him  frequently ;  Tyler  stated 
in  his  speech  that  it  was  necessary  for  them  to  take  care  of  themselves,  mentioning  the 
name  of  the  supervisor  that  was  killed,  and  giving  example  of  the  Indians  who,  when 
one  of  their  number  was  killed,  "^ot  another  for  him." 

Question.  Do  vou  think  the  civil  authorities  amjde  to  maintain  peace — I  mean  to 
control  a  mob  if  led  from  another  State  f 

An9ver.  I  think  not ;  I  examined  the  wound  in  Bramlette's  head ;  he  had  others  in 
his  body  which  I  did  not  see ;  I  do  not  know  anything  about  the  throwing  of  Dennis's 
body  out  of  the  window ;  there  were  several  in  there  ;  cannot  mention  their  names ;  I 
saw  no  traces  of  blood ;  heard  no  declarations ;  I  think  public  opinion  ai)proves  of  the 
killmg  of  Warren  Tyler,  under  the  circumstances ;  Ous  Ford,  the  policeuian,  may  have 
been  killed  accidentally ;  I  did  not  see  a  pistol  in  the  court-room  except  Tyler^s ;  I  saw 
Moore  when  he  was  down  ;  I  thought  ho  was  dead  ;  there  were  between  one  hundred 
and  a  hundred  and  twenty-five  men  in  the  court-room  at  the  time  of  the  trial ;  this 
was  an  extraordinary  trial,  the  cause  of  the  great  crowd  ;  cannot  find  seven  out  often 
men  on  the  streets  who  are  not  armed  ;  people  generally  are  armed :  it  is  believed  by  a 
great  many  that  Sturgis's  place  was  fired  by  their  consent  and  knowledge ;  do  not  know 
whether  insurance  companies  have  liouidated  losses ;  I  do  not  recollect  the  resolutions 
passed  at  the  meeting  on  Saturday ;  they  were  read  over  once  by  Tyler ;  I  do  not  know 
what  has  become  of  them ;  I  passed  through  the  room  on  Monday,  when  the  meeting 
was  in  progress  on  my  wa^-  to  the  sheii^s  office ;  do  not  know  how  many  persons 
signed  the  address  to  Sturgis ;  I  don't  think  it  would  be  safe  for  Sturgis  or  Moore  to 
come  back ;  Moore  is  a  man  that  tries  to  get  along  with  everybody  ;  a  man  with  some 
intelligence,  and  the  feeling  seems  to  be  that  he  is  secretly  opposed  to  the  white  race ; 
1  know  the  telegraph  operator ;  think  he  was  raised  here ;  a  body  of  men  went  down 
on  the  train  for  Aaron  Moore ;  I  had  no  process  against  him ;  I  have  been  in  office 
eight  or  nine  months  (city  marshal ;)  was  appointed  by  the  board  of  aldermen ;  there 
was  a  feeling  against  Stnrgis  when  he  was  appointed  by  Governor  Alcorn,  because  he 
vas  opposed  to  the  whites  of  the  South  in  manv  of  his  decisions ;  I  knew  nothing  about 
his  swindling  the  colored  people  of  my  own  knowledge ;  I  know  nothing  about  his 
making  twenty  or  twenty-five  thousand  dollars ;  I  do  not  know  whether  he  was  a 
partner  of  Theodore  Sturgis  or  not :  do  not  think  it  wotdd  have  been  safe  for  Price  to 
remain  here  aft^er  the  Alabama  people  came  over ;  Price  did  not  stand  his  trial ;  his  trial 
was  to  come  off,  but  the  justice  of  the  peace  told  me  not  to  open  court,  as  they  did  not 
think  it  prudent ;  this  was  Judge  Bramlette ;  I  do  not  know  that  the  feeling  is  stronger 
here  than  anywhere  else  against  the  radical  wing  of  the  republican  party ;  I  do  not 
think  there  is  a  man  here  in  town  who  would  harm  Sturgis. 

Question.  Do  you  not  think  it  is  a  periodical  thing  for  certain  districts  to  get  up  an 
excitement  about  the  "niggers  rising!" 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  as  it  is. 

(^vestUm.  Do  you  not  believe  that  the  Alabamians  coming  to  this  place  was  the  cause 
of  this  whole  excitement  ? 

AnsKer.  I  believe  they  were  the  prime  movers  of  it ;  I  do  not  think  there  was  any 
serious  difficulty  between  the  two  races  previous  to  the  raid  of  the  Alabamians. 

Question.  Do  yon  know  anvthing  about  Pelton's  being  ordered  from  Meridian  T 

Answer.  Only  what  he  told  me  himself.  He  was  on  the  police,  and  I  went  to  see  him 
on  Monday  evening,  and  he  told  me  he  was  met  by  a  party  up  the  street,  and  that  they 
told  him  to  leavo  in  the  morning,  and  I  advised  mm  to  leave  for  a  few  days,  anyway. 
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Question.  State  what  business  Pelton  has  been  in  since  he  has  been  in  town. 

Answer.  First  a  porter  in  a  hotel,  and  afterward  appointed  marshal,  and  then  or, 
police,  and  afterward  in  the  employ  of  Mr.  T.  Stnrgis,  on  a  farm ;  I  have  never  heard 
him  use  any  incendiary  remarks ;  about  his  character,  many  hard  things  are  said  aboat 
him ;  many  i>er8ons  say  they  do  not  believe  him  honest ;  I  do  not  know  these  things, 
but  there  is  a  great  deal  of  talk  about  him. 

Question.  Do  you  think  this  paper,  the  Mercury,  reflects  the  general  tone  of  the 
people  ? 

Answer.  It  reflects  a  great  deaL 

WM.  S.  PATTON. 

J.  P.  Walker,  being  sworn,  states : 

I  am  the  district  attorney  for  this  district ;  am  a  resident  of  Meridian. 

Question.  In  your  opinion,  were  the  witnesses  present  at  the  investigation  alxaid  to 
give  evidence  f 

Answer.  Perhaps  some  of  them,  when  put  upon  the  stand,  did  not  testify  what  they 
had  represented  to  Mr.  Woodson  they  would  testify;  they  seemed  to  testify  without 
any  rehictanco ;  whether  it  was  true  or  false,  of  course,  I  do  not  know. 

Question,  is  it  unusual  for  witnesses  to  fail  to  testify  wliat  they  had  represented  they 
could  f 

Answer.  It  is  not.  They  did  not  fail  to  testify  to  any  important  fact  that  Mr.  Wood- 
son had  represented  to  us  they  would  testify  to. 

Question.  Fnmi  the  development  of  facts  and  the  testimony  which  was  taken  during 
the  investigation,  in  which  you  represented  the  State,  during  the  late  riots  at  this  place, 
do  you  think  that  the  crimes  of  murder  and  arson  were  committed? 

Anmcer.  The  testimony  developed  that  there  were  seven  persons  killed  and  two 
houHes  burned;  in  the  killing  of  Judge  Bramlette,  the  testimouj'  developed  the  fact  that 
he  was  killed  by  a  shot  aimed  at  Mr.  Brantley ;  in  regard  to  the  killing  across  the 
railroad,  I  know  nothing;  the  testimony  develoiied  the  fact  in  regard  to  the  burning 
of  the  church,  that  two  white  men,  names  nnkuown,  took  coals  of  fire  from  Moore*s 
house  and  fire<l  it ;  cannot  say  in  whose  custody  the  three  men  were  ;  thought  we  had 
traced  it  to  H.  R.  Wilson,  as  special  bailiff,  but  faileii ;  in  reference  to  killing  Warren 
Tyler,  the  testimony  developed  that  ho  tired  the  shot  that  killed  Judge  Bramlette; 
some  testimony  that  he  fired  two  or  three  others,  and  went  out  of  the  window  ;  I  think 
no  effort  was  made  to  produce  the  weapon  used  by  T>ier ;  we  made  inquiry  afterward, 
but  it  had  ohangKl  bands;  Mr.  Brown  and  myself  made  inquiry  and  i|  could  not  be 
found  ;  the  jury  of  inquest  on  Jud^e  Bramlette  were  all  white. 

Question.  Do  you  n»gard  the  origin  of  this  riot  as  immediate  or  remote  T 

Answer.  1  knew  that  a  bad  state  of  feeling  had  l>een  existing  here  for  a  great  while,  but 
I  myself  anticipated  no  trouble  up  to  Saturday  evening  after  the  meeting  of  the  colored 
people  in  the  court-house ;  I  was  here  when  the  men  came  from  Alabama  to  attend  the 
trial  of  Price,  about  a  month  before  the  fire ;  I  advise<l  the  sheriff  and  deputy  what  to 
do ;  1  saw  armed  men  on  the  comer  on  the  way  to  my  office,  and  it  was  my  understand- 
ing that  they  had  come  over  for  the  protection  of  Adam  Kennard ;  Isaid  I  thought  that  we 
did  have  ample  protection  for  him ;  Colonel  Harris  stated  that  they  were  men  from  Liv- 
ingston, and  most  of  them  he  knew,  and  that  he  would  go  out  and  have  a  talk  with  them 
and  get  them  to  lay  their  arms  down ;  the  sheriff,  as  far  as  my  intercourse  has  been 
with  him,  has  been  very  prompt ;  I  ml  vised  him  to  go  with  Price  to  the  mayor's  court, 
as  his  presence  would  tend  greatly  to  preserve  order;  I  do  not  know  the  circumstances 
relative  to  the  killing  of  Joseph  Williams,  member  of  the  board  of  supervisors ;  do  not 
think  an  indictment  was  found ;  I  did  not  draw  it ;  1  think  it  was  investigated  before 
the  grand  jury.  lu  reference  to  the  Lauderdale  case,  my  recollection  is  that  parties 
proved  an  alibi  before  the  committing  court. 

Question.  What  is  the  state  of  the  public  mind  and  sentiment  in  reference  to  Moore  T 

Answer.  My  opinion  is  that  public  sentiment  is  very  much  against  him ;  he  never 
was  in  my  court ;  in  this  trial,  about  the  time  of  this  excitement,  he  was  one  of  the 
parties  charged ;  Moore  was  charged  with  being  one  of  a  party  who  had  whipped  a 
colored  man  for  loitering  around  the  church  where  he  was  holding  a  supposed  Loyal 
League  meeting ;  this  was  about  two  and  a  half  years  ago ;  he  was  tried  and  the 
charge  was  not  sustained. 

QuesUon.  Do  you  not  think  that  it  is  the  wish  of  the  msgority  of  the  people  of  this 
locality  to  place  in  contempt  the  party  or  parties  at  the  head  of  the  State  government  f 

Answer.  Not  on  the  part  of  the  better  class  of  people ;  they  manifest  opposition 
toward  incompetent  officers ;  they  seem  disposed  to  sustain  competent  officers  and 
thost^  of  respectability. 

Question.  Do  you  think  it  would  be  safe  for  Moore  or  Price  to  return  f 
Answer.  I  do  not  think  Mr.  Price  ought  to  come  back ;  Clopton  and  Tyler  were  re- 
garde<l  in  this  place  as  the  exi>onents  of  the  colored  sentiment ;  Clopton's  conduct  on 
the  night  of  the  fire  was  very  bad ;  I  was  present  at  the  fire :  the  better  class  of  col- 
ored men  I  do  not  think  wotud  indorse  what  he  had  done ;  I  nave  never  had  any  ap- 
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pnhcnsion  of  danger  here  until  on  Saturday  evening ;  I  was  about  three-quarters  of 
a  mile  out  of  town,  aod  when  I  beard  drums  beating  and  the  noise,  I  camo  to  town 
anil  learned  that  the  colored  men  had  had  a  meeting,  and  had  made  some  inllammatory 
!>]><'(  clu'2<,  and  that  Mr.  Smith  had  gone  in  search  of  the  sherilf  to  have  him  arrest  the 
i)iirtin<^;  then  I  had  serious  apprehension;  as  well  as  I  can  remember,  I  think  tho 
gniud  jury  published  a  report  criticising  the  actions  of  some  county  othcials. 

(^aeatioti.  From  the  evidence  given  in  the  investigation  in  which  you  took  part,  or 
from  your  own  knowledge,  can  you  state  how  the  fire  on  Saturday,  March  4th,  occurred, 
ill  which  the  property  ot  Mr.  Sturgis  and  other  property  was  destroyed  ? 

Auisicvr.  I  cannot;  the  feeling  against  Mr.  Sturgis  was  intensely  bitter;  I  do  not 
tliink  after  that  letter  it  would  be  safe  for  him  to  come  back;  of  my  own  knowledge, 
I  kiH»\v  nothing  of  the  charges  against  Price;  I  drew  the  charges  on  the  affidavit  of 
Aduui  Kennard. 

{UifMtion.  Do  you  know  whether  or  not  there  was  any  requisition  from  the  governor 
of  Alabama  to  the  governor  of  Mississippi  for  tho  arrest  and  return  of  any  of  the 
parties  f 

Jwwrcr.  None  that  I  know  of;  there  has  been  no  grand  jury  in  session  since  that 
time:  1  board  at  Mr.  Mosely's,  a  private  boarding-house;  I  have  Iwarded  there  three 
wrfks:  Mr.  Mosely's  wife  was  in  delicate  health  at  the  time  of  the  fire. 

(^Hetttioii.  Do  3'ou  know  for  what  Daniel  Price  was  arrested  ?  and  if  so,  state  all  of  the 
lacts  in  reference  to  his  trial  and  escape. 

Anmer.  He  was  arrested  under  an  affidavit  drawn  under  the  fourth  section  of  the 
Uili  familiarly  known  as  tho  "  State  Ku-Klux  bill,"  by  tho  State  authorities ;  his 
♦•scaj)e  was  advised  by  his  friends  and  counsel  and  rather  winked  at  by  the  prosecu- 
tion, for  the  purpose  of  avoiding  trouble,  with  the  promise  of  Price  never  to  return,  as 
I  understood ;  the  specifications  charged  him  with  leading  a  band  of  ten  or  more  col- 
omi  men,  masked,  into  a  house  where  affiant  (Adam  Kennanl)  was  sleeping  for  the 
in«;ht.  (the  prosecutor  was  a  colored  man,)  taking  him  into  the  woods  near  the  city, 
snipping  him  of  his  clothes  and  money,  and  taking  them  from  him,  and  whipping  him 
v»^ry  badly,  and  then  shooting  him  as  he  ran  off;  Adam  Kennard  lives  in  Sumter 
Cimnty,  Alabama ;  he  stated  that  he  had  known  Price  a  long  time  in  Alabama,  and 
that  be  had  been  intimate  with  him,  and  that  they  had  been  political  friends  over 
tlifrt':  tlicy  were  said  to  be  republicans;  it  was  said  that  Kennard  was  acting  rs 
(Jejmty  sheriff  of  Snrater  County,  Alabama ;  it  seems  that  Price  and  Kennard  had  some 
tailing  out  about  the  taking  of  some  hands  from  here  to  work  in  Alabama— Price  ob- 
jerting  to  his  persuading  colored  men  away  from  this  city ;  I  heard  of  Kennard's  coming 
over  here  and  going  on  a  man's  bond,  and  taking  him  back  to  Alabama  before  the  oc- 
currence with  Price. 

{'urttiion.  Did  or  did  not  Kennard  have  a  requisition  from  the  governor  of  Alabama 
for  the  criminal? 

AnHKrr.  I  heard  he  had  ;  but  in  my  opinion  he  had  not. 

(^yettwn.  Was  the  mayor  (Mr.  Sturgis)  a  competent  man,  in  tho  ordinary  acceptation 
of  the  term  ? 

Jnntctr.  He,  in  my  judgment,  had  sufficient  ability  to  discharge  the  duties  of  mayor 
of  a  town  like  this;  but  he  was  reganled  as  a  great  partisan,  and  a  man  whose  judg- 
ment was  very  much  distorted  by  political  circumstances. 

Question.  Did  the  feeling  against  Mr.  Sturgis  arise  from  his  political  standing,  or  his 
actions  as  mayor  f 

Anwer.  From  his  conduct  as  mayor.  Tliere  was  no  feeling  against  him  for  some  time 
after  be  was  first  appointed,  as  I  was  aware  of. 

QuntUm,  If  it  was  simply  his  politics,  would  not  the  people  have  been  satisfied  simply 
with  his  removal  from  office,  without  ordering  him  away  T 

Jwirer.  I  knew  of  no  disposition  to  get  him  out  of  the  county  until  the  occurrences 
rnnning  from  Saturday  night,  the  4th,  to  Monday,  the  6th  of  March. 

QHtition.  Do  you  know  the  reasons  or  facts  set  forth  why  he  should  bo  removed  T 

Jnneer.  There  were  a  great  many  facts  set  forth.  I  signed  the  petition.  The  main 
object  was  to  give  the  position  to  somebody  who  would  restore  order  and  peace.  The 
oatside  of  the  city  was  like  a  picket  line,  constant  firing  all  night ;  I  was  present  at 
the  fire  on  Saturday  night,  March  4,  1871 ;  a  few  moments  after  lire  commenced,  I  met 
Billy  Clopton  on  the  sidewalk,  going  rapidly  toward  the  fire,  cursing  boisterously ; 
after  the  block  had  been  consumed  by  the  fire,  I  was  standing  at  the  southwest  corner 
of  the  burned  bl€x;k  and  saw  Billy  Clopton  approach  a  squad  of  colored  men,  eight  or 
ten—maybe  more — addressing  them  as  he  approached  them,  saying :  "  Why  the  h — 11 
don't  you  go  and  get  your  arms ;  something  to  shoot  with  f  What  in  the  h — 11  are  you 
titanding  here  fort  1  have  no  secrets  to  keep ;  what  I  have  to  say  I  say  openly  and 
above-board."  He  turned  from  the  crowd  of  colored  men,  two  or  three  of  the  crowd 
following  him ;  he  stopped  in  the  street  in  about  ten  paces,  and  fired  his  pistol  four  or 
five  times ;  this  was  a  half  or  three-quarters  of  an  hour  before  he  was  knocked  down 
with  a  gun  ;  said  Clopton  is  sometimes  called  William  Dennis,  and  is  the  same  styled 
as  General  Dennis  in  the  commouication  of  William  Sturgis  in  the  New  York  Tribune. 

J.  P.  WALKEB. 
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P.  n.  HiGGWiS  being  sworn: 

I  resido  in  Meridian;  am  a  builder;  have  been  living  here  two  years;  know  notliing 
in  reference  to  the  late  riot. 

H.  M.  ThreefooT)  being  sworn : 

I  am  doing  business  opposite  the  sherifiT's  office ;  I  know  nothing  in  reference  to  tlie 
riot. 

L.  D.  BelK;  sworn : 

I  reside  in  Meridian ;  have  resided  here  one  year  next  August ;  I  have  been  acting 
deputy  sheriff  for  two  years;  was  acting  deputy  sheriff  at  the  time  of  the  riot. 

Question,  Was  Mr.  Sturgis  in  good  stanoiog  in  this  community;  was  he  in  g^ood 
standing  re<;ardless  of  party  t 

^i?9)rrr.  He  was  not ;  I  could  not  state  the  cause ;  I  saw  Clopton  on  the  night  of  the 
fire;  I  hoard  the  language  used  by  him  that  night;  myselt  and  Mr.  Walker  vrere 
standing  in  the  street  alonO)  immediately  after  the  fire,  near  the  niins;  Jack  Lee,  a 
colored  man,  was  standing  near  us;  Clopton  came  near  us  and  took  Jack  by  the  hand 
and  said :  "  You  d — n  paper  collar  hotel  boys  are  not  doing  your  duty ;  why  don't  yon  go 
home  and  get  your  guusi"  I  called  to  the  boy  and  he  came  toward  me;  Clopton  took 
hold  of  him  and  said:  ^^Do  not  go  with  them,  as  they  are  no  friends  of  yours/'  and  ho 
went  off  and  Clox>ton  walked  ofi',  and  after  he  got  near  this  house,  he  met  twelve 
colored  men,  and  they  fired  guns  up  in  the  air;  I  ueard  no  expressions  up  to  this  time. 
Presently  I  npoke  to  Walker  and  said:  "I  fear  there  is  going  to  be  some  trouble  here ;" 
went  around  4>u  Front  street  and  met  a  number  of  people,  white  and  black,  moving 
goods  which  had  been  moved  out  for  fear  of  fire;  anticipating  trouble,  I  went  to  Mr. 
Mosely's  house,  and  was  sent  immediately  back  to  do  what  I  could,  and  if  it  became 
serious,  to  report  to  him ;  Clopton  had  been  knocked  down  during  my  absence;  a  num- 
ber waited  upon  Judge  Bramlette  and  made  affidavit  against  Clopton,  and  it  was  pot 
in  my  hands  for  his  arrest;  I  had  probably  two  hundred  men  to  go  with  me,  looking 
for  Clopton,  and  found  he  was  not  hurt;  brought  him  into  court-room,  and  myself  and 
some  twenty  or  thirty  men  kept  guard  over  him  during  Saturday  night  and  Sunday; 
don't  know- as  I  heard  any  other  threats  by  any  one,  white  or  black;  I  heard  of  the 
meeting  in  the  court-house  on  Saturday;  I  was  not  at  the  court-house  that  day;  the 
meeting  was  on  the  same  day  of  the  fire ;  it  lasted  from  3  to  6  o'clock  p.  m.  I  know 
nothing  of  the  origin  of  the  fire;  Sturgis,  the  mayor,  was  one  of  the  parties  bnmed 
out ;  I  did  not  see  Tyler  or  Moore  the  evening  of  the  fire ;  do  not  know  whether  or 
not  they  were  present  at  the  meeting;  was  iuforme<l  that  they  were;  the  citizens 
manifested  a  disposition  to  restore  order — I  never  saw  anything  like  it—and  to  act  in 
obedience  to  the  oixiers  of  the  sheriff,  and  not  to  act  except  under  his  direction ;  there 
were  very  few  blacks  at  the  fire ;  a  ^reat  many  were  around  the  mayor's  office  after 
the  killing  of  Tyler;  I  am  the  chief  deputy  sheriff ;  Mr.  Mosely  arranged  the  gaard 
himself,  and  selected  the  leaders  of  each  squad,  probably  three  hundred  men  in  all ; 
when  the  men  were  reported  to  have  come  from  Alabama,  I  was  at  home  asleep;  Mr. 
Henderson  was  in  charge  of  the  office ;  he  was  sworn  for  that  occasion ;  I  saw  Tyler 
with  a  pistol  in  his  hand,  erected  toward  Judge  Bramlette^  I  could  not  swear  that  he 
shot  him;  I  went  into  the  street  and  said  that  Tyler  had  shot  Judge  Bramlette;  I 
never  saw  the  pistol  but  once ;  do  not  know  how  many  times  it  had  been  fired ;  I  have 
been  informed  by  the  party  that  had  it,  that  he  bad  loaded  two  of  the  barrels  that 
were  empty  after  the  firing  in  the  conrt-room;  Mr.  Brantley  has  the  pistol.  I  was  not 
in  charge  of  Dennis  (Clopton)  when  he  had  his  throat  cut;  at  the  time  his  throat  was 
cut  I  was  at  home  asleep  ;  Henderson  was  the  next  in  command.  I  was  in  there  once 
in  the  night  while  Clopton  was  in  there;  Mr.  Mosely  was  in  there  at  the  time;  I 
heard  Clopton  when  he  struck  the  ground  after  being  thrown  out  of  the  window ;  I 
saw  no  one  up  there ,  I  saw  people  passing  back  and  forth  by  the  window. 

Question^  How  far  were  you  from  Parkers  house  when  Tyler  was  killed  f 

Answer.  In  the  immediate  vicinity ;  I  do  not  know  whether  he  was  killed  by  the 
squad  or  not ;  there  were  some  two  hundred  men  in  the  squad ;  I  understand  he 
resisted  to  the  last ;  I  went  to  take  his  pistols  off  and  found  none  in  his  scabbard ;  he 
was  lying  on  the  right-hand  side  of  the  partition  door  in  back  room ;  I  do  not  know 
who  started  the  rumor  in  reference  to  his  resistance ;  I  do  not  know  who  went  into  the 
house  first ;  Colonel  Whitaker  was  there ;  do  not  know  how  many  wounds  were  found 
upon  Tyler's  body ;  did  not  have  any  inquest  ujion  Tyler,  because  Finley  requested 
to  take  the  body  home  and  bury  it ;  I  told  him  I  did  not  see  the  impropriety ;  not  one 
of  our  pariy  was  hurt  by  Tyler's  resistance :  I  have  heard  the  term  used  by  some  of 
the  party  that  he  had  a  gi'eat  deal  of  nerve ;  1  did  not  state  that  he  was  ^^  dead  as  hell,'' 
although  accused  of  it ;  I  was  asked  by  some  parties  where  Tyler  was,  and  ''  if  the 
d — n  son  of  a  b — h  was  dead,"  and  I  told  them  '*  if  you  could  see  him  you  would  think 
so ;  I  saw  the  gash  in  Clopton's  neck ;  it  was  effectually  done ;  I  ordered  his  coffin  and 
had  grave  dug ;  was  not  buried  for  two  days  and  uighta ;  I  know  nothing  of  two  per- 
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SODS  who  were  killed  in  the  country ;  it  was  reported  to  me,  and  I  went  straight  there, 
bnt  foand  none ;  I  went  up  to  the  place  where  Joe  Williams  was  killed ;  the  parties 
accused  were  brought  here  to  magistrate's  investigation. 

Qu(»Uon,  Why  were  these  parties  arrested  and  arraigned  for  using  language)  when 
parties  committing  assault  and  battery  were  not  arrested? 

Anaver.  I  do  not  know ;  Mr.  Mosely  appointed  a  man  by  the  name  of  Wilson  to  take 
charge  of  the  three  men  that  were  left  in  the  office ;  I  was  at  .home  at  the  time,  and  do 
not  know  what  arrangements  were  made  with  him ;  Mr.  Monely  had  but  one  bonded 
deputy ;  Mr.  Mosely  requested  me,  where  I  saw  persons  with  arms,  unless  they  belonged 
to  one  of  the  companies,  to  take  them  away ;  1  saw  no  man  with  arms,  except  those 
that  were  of  the  sheriff's  squads ;  I  think  it  would  not  bo  safe  for  Moore  to  come  back 
here ;  if  I  was  Stnigis  I  would  not  come ;  I  never  was  present  when  Mr.  Sturgis 
(mayor)  made  a  speech ;  he  is  not  a  dissipated  man,  and  not  strictly  temperate ;  never 
heanl  Moore  use  nny  incendiary  language ;  Moore  stands  in  the  attitude  of,  as  some 
would  call  it,  a  snake  in  the  grass,  and  some  would  call,  a  wolf  in  sheep's  olothing. 

Qit&tioH,  Do  you  think  the  civil  authorities  capable  of  maintaining  order  here,  at  all 
times,  and  on  all  occasions  ? 

Att$wer,  I  wonld  not  give  that  as  my  opinion,  yet  awhile ;  I  have  seen  Reynolds ; 
never  heard  him  make  any  threats ;  he  was  over  here  on  Wednesday  after  the  riot ;  he 
came  up  into  the  court-house  on  Wednesday  night  to  take  two  men  from  Captain  Hen- 
derson, who  had  them  in  charge;  he  did  not  get  them;  the  men  were  aft«crward  re- 
lieved ;  I  do  not  know  that  he  has  been  back  here  since ;  I  have  heard  that  he  was  an 
outlaw  from  Alabama;  there  were  three  hundred  armed  men  on  guard  to  prevent  any 
lawlessness ;  they  were  put  in  squads  and  sent  in  different  directions ;  I  did  not  see 
anj  armed  colored  men ;  I  heard  a  great  many  reports  of  the  kind ;  do  not  know  as  I 
saw,  bnt  on  two  occasions,  colored  men  together,  one  on  Tuesday  moniing,  of  about 
twenty  or  thirty,  in  front  of  a  bar-room,  some  with  guns ;  this  was  before  the  order 
todisann ;  the  largest  body  was  in  front"  of  the  mayor's  office,  about  the  time  of  the 
killins  of  Tyler ;  I  think  tne  conduct  of  some  of  the  colored  men  here  will  justify  me 
in  Haymg  that  the  meeting  of  Saturday  was  gotton  up  for  the  purpose  of  raising  a  dis- 
tarbance  betw^een  colored  and  white  ;*  there  was  an  eflbrt  made  to  rearrest  Moore  ;  a 
special  train  was  sent  in  pursuit ;  I  think  the  crime  he  had  committed  sufficient  to 
porsue  him ;  the  warrant  was  issued  Sunday  evening ;  ho  was  not  arrested  until  Mon- 
day morning,  in  the  Court-house ;  do  not  know  of  any  causes  which  led  to  the  extra 
exertion  to  arrest  Moore  on  Tuesday ;  I  .was  in  the  court-house  on  Monday  evening, 
and  bad  just  left  and  gone  into  the  sherift''8  office;  heard  the  words  "d — n  liar,"  and 
oaths,  and  I  leaned  over  in  my  seat ;  about  this  time  heard  report  of  pistol ;  ran  into 
the  court-room  and  saw  Tyler  standing  with  pistol  in  his  hand,  in  shooting  position, 
pointing  in  direction  of  Judge  Bramlette ;  do  not  know  who  fired  the  shot  that  killed 
Judge  Bramlette ;  Tyler  immediately  ran  through  the  sheriffs  office  and  out  of  the 
window  after  shooting;  do  not  know  how  many  shots  were  fired;  I  could  not  see 
Brantley  from  where  I  stood ;  I  state,  as  my^belief,  that  Tyler  killed  Bramlette  and  Ford ; 
do  not  say  it  positively  ;  about  five  minutes  after  Tyler  went  out,  I  summoned  a  posse 
and  went  in  search  of  him ;  I  stated  to  parties  that  Tyler  had  killed  Bramlette  and 
Ford,  and  I  wanted  them  to  help  me  pursue  him ;  a  great  number  responded  to  my 
call;  from  the  time  I  summoned  the  posse  to  the  time  ne  was  killed  some  twenty  min- 
utes elapsed ;  I  did  not  go  directly  to  the  house ;  house  is  ou  the  extreme  eud  of  the 
next  block  ;  did  not  know  he  was  there  until  wo  found  him. 

Question,  In  your  judgment  was  it  necessary,  considering  the  ntmiber  of  men  you  had 
there,  to  kill  him  to  arrest  him  T 

Awwer.  In  Tyler's  case  I  think  it  was  necessary  to  have  a  great  many  men  to  make 
the  arrest ;  none  of  my  men  have  been  hurt,  so  far  as  I  know. 

Question.  Were  the  citizens  under  the  direction  of  the  sheriff  when  they  killed  this 
man? 

Jwircr.  They  were  under  the  direction  of  the  sheriff.  I  was  sitting  in  the  sheriff's 
office  in  position  that  I  could  see  Tyler  in  the  court-room.  Did  not  see  anybody  el^e 
yith  pistol.  I  went  down  on  the  train  after  Moore  to  Golden  Grove ;  had  about  twenty- 
five  or  thirty  men  with  me.  I  had  a  warrant  for  his  arrest ;  the  same  warrant  ou  which 
he  was  first  arrested.  I  had  a  great  many  men  with  me  that  I  knew,  and  a  great  many 
that  I  did  not  know.  Moore  wonld  have  been  safe  had  wo  found  him  ;  I  saw  no  one 
else  ou  the  road  looking  for  him ;  met  large  number  of  black  persons  on  roads  with 
guns;  do  not  know  as  it  was  usual  for  trains  to  be  chartered  to  pursue  men  for  breach 
of  the  peace;  there  was  nothing  paid  for  the  trains;  had  trains  on  both  roads;  tele- 
gTaphe<l  to  the  officers  and  they  readily  granted  trains  for  the  occasion  ;  did  not  go 
farther  than  Golden  Grove,  which  is  within  Lauderdale  County,  in  search  for  Moore ; 
vent  as  far  as  the  siding  which  is  in  that  direction ;  heard  that  Moore  was  on  the  road 
hy  a  telegram  from  Hickory  Station ;  that  Moore  had  tried  to  get  on  the  morning  train 
and  failed ;  J  know  nothing  of  my  own  knowledge,  of  persons  being  taken  from  this 
eonnty  back  to  Alabama  without  due  process  of  law ;  I  have  heard  it  spoken  of ;  I  have 
Bfc«i  Adam  Kennard  but  once,  when  he  wps  over  here ;  do  not  know  whether  he  was 
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an  ofBcer  or  not ;  I  knew  that  Price  was  arrested ;  I  executed  warrant  on  one  occasion^ 
do  not  recollect  the  charge ;  some  hlack  people  here  in  town  made  the  charge ;  he  had 
an  investigation,  and  it  aid  not  amount  to  anything ;  at  one  time  it  was  rei>orted  that 
some  colored  people  were  taken  hack  to  Alabama;  next  day  a  largo  crowd  of  colored 
people  appeaiW  upon  the  sti-eet. 

QuesUoH,  What  was  the  relative  position  of  Judge  Bramlette  and  Mr.  Brantley  in 
reference  to  Warren  Tyler,  at  the  time  Mr.  Brantley  was  testifying  f 

Answer,  Jnd^e  Bramlette  was  seated  at  the  table ;  Mr.  Brantley  was  in  front  of  him, 
a  little  to  the  right,  abont  ten  feet ;  Tyler  was  seated  m  a  chair  in  front  of  Judge  Bram- 
lette, a  little  to  the  left,  distant  about  twelve  feet ;  Tvler  and  Brantley  were  nearly 
opposite  each  other,  about  fifteen  feet  apart ;  this  was  their  position  a  very  short  while 
before  I  heard  the  first  shot ;  I  saw  only  two  of  them,  Tyler  and  Brantley,  afterward; 
I  do  not  know,  of  my  own  knowledge,  whether  or  not  Judge  Bramlette  and  Tyler  were 
on  good  terms ;  Judge  Bramlette  has  told  me  that  ho  and  Tyler  were  not  on  speaking 
terms ;  I  was  friendly  with  Moore  up  to  this  time ;  we  were  from  the  same  place ;  I  did 
not  see  him  from  the  time  of  his  arrival  up  to  the  time  of  the  trial  here ;  I  could  see  no 
one  but  Tyler  at  the  time  I  saw  his  pistol  drawn,  but  judged  firom  the  position  I  last 
saw  him  in,  and  the  position  in  which  Jud^e  Bramlette  was  foand,  that  it  was  jminted 
at  Bramlette ;  Moore  asked  me  for  protection ;  I  replied  that  "  I  could  protect  no  one 
now  f^  I  felt  it  my  duty  to  protect  myself  at  this  time ;  I  did  not  have  the  warrant  for 
Moore  in  my  possession  at  this  time ;  there  was  no  one  in  the  house  at  the  time  Moore 
asked  for  protection  but  a  man  by  the  name  of  Joseph ;  all  had  left.  The  seats  were 
arranged  in  two  rows  crosswise  in  the  room,  with  an  aisle  through  the  center ;  four  or 
five  seats  from  each  row  had  been  taken  to  the  back  of  the  room,  leaving  a  space  of 
about  twelve  or  fourteen  feet  in  width  in  front. 

L.  D.  BELK. 

Grakviixe  HEyDERSON  sworn: 

I  reside  in  Meridian ;  have  resided  here  abont  a  year;  occupation,  assistant  a&sesaor; 
I  was  in  Judge  Wbitaker's  office  at  the  time  of  the  shooting  on  Monday ;  I  know  nothing 
about  the  shooting  of  Tyler  of  my  own  knowledge ;  have  heard  no  statements  as  to  who 
shot  him  ;  I  was  out  in  the  street  just  as  Clopton  was  falling ;  I  saw  him  when  be  was 
within  five  or  six  feet  from  the  ground;  I  did  not  not  look  up  to  the  balcony  at  the 
time  to  see  who  was  on  it ;  I  know  nothing  about  the  killing  of  those  tbree  men  acrross 
the  railroad ;  Richard  Jackson  stated  that  when  the  crowd  went  up  to  escort  Mr.  Stnr- 
gis  to  the  train  these  Alabamians  took  the  niggers  out  and  kille<l  them;  I  was  iu  the 
crowd  when  Tyler  was  killed ;  I  had  a  gun  ;  was  not  summoned ;  when  I  heard  what 
was  going  on  I  was  under  the  impression  that  the  colored  people  were  rising,  and  joiDed 
the  squad ;  I  have  never  felt  that  there  was  any  cause  for  fear  or  danger ;  I  was  present 
at  the  meeting  of  Monday ;  do  not  recollect  of  any  committee  being  appointed  to  wait 
n\Hm  the  mayor,  recj nesting  him  to  leave ;  there  was  a  conmiittee  appointed  to  wait 
upon  Govenior  Aleom ;  I  cannot  say  what  the  conduct  of  Deputy  Sheriff  Belk  waa 
when  Tyler  was  killed;  I  was  considerably  excited;  there  were  probably  five  hundred 
armed  men ;  saw  no  colored  people  with  arms ;  very  few  colored  people  could  be  seen 
at  this  time;  I  did  not  hear  Mr.  Moore  on  Monday  request  to  make  a  speech;  it  was 
soggested  by  Mr.  Shearer  that  Mr.  Moore  was  present,  and  persons  among  the  audieace 
interred  from  that  that  Mr.  Moore  would  be  requested  to  speak,  and  they  did  not  want 
to  hear  him,  and  remarked  that  '^he  had  made  his  speech  on  Saturday;^*  Moore  has 
always  been  treated  with  res]>ect  here;  it  was  the  impression  among  the  p^Hiple  here 
that  it  was  a  pre-arranged  plan  of  Moore's  to  bring  about  a  riot ;  he  was  present  at  the 
meeting  of  the  blacks  on  Saturday,  and  I  heanl  that  he  made  an  incendiary  speech,  one 
calculate<l  to  bring  on  a  riot ;  the  object  of  the  meeting  on  Monday  was  to  send  a 
committee  to  the  governor  to  have  Sturgis  removed;  I  do  not  know  as  there  was  any 
other  object ;  the  people  felt  that  they  were  not  safe  out  at  nights,  as  there  was  constaut 
firing  about  the  city  ;  I  do  not  suppose  that  a  white  man  could  get  up  here  and  make 
an  incendiary  speech  without  1>eing  taken  to  task  for  it,  any  more  than  a  colored  man; 
the  committing  of  such  outrages  as  the  coming  over  here  from  Alabama  of  those  people, 
and  taking  away  those  people,  was  not  encouraged  by  the  people,  and  I  think  was 
sufficient  grounds  to  justify  the  colored  people  in  the  holding  of  the  meeting  on  Satur- 
day ;  I  do  not  know  by  whom  this  constant  firing  was  duue  ;  I  think  Mr.  W.  H.  Rash 
was  present  at  the  meeting  on  Saturday ;  Mr.  Moseley  and  Mr.  Bi*lk,  durins  the  excite- 
ment, did  all  they  could  to  restore  pe;ice  and  onler ;  if  this  community  had  any  inten* 
tion  of  killing  the  blacks,  they  would  have  done  it  when  they  all  had  arms ;  there  wero 
only  a  few  of  the  blacks  against  which  any  animosity  existed ;  I  reached  the  honse 
%vhere  Tyler  was  killed  abont  a  minute  afterward;  cannot  state  positively  the  time; 
think  it  was  between  two  and  four  oVl<x;k ;  I  remained  there  probably  from  three  to 
five  minutes,  and  returned  immediately  to  the  court-house;  cannot  state  positively  how 
long  afterward  it  was  that  I  saw  Clopton  falling  from  the  balcony;  I  nuderntooi  that 
he  was  brought  back  to  the  slierifl's  office;  I  do  not  know  in  which  room  tne  prisoners 
were  confined ;  I  think  I  saw  Mr.  Belk  take  a  pistol  away  from  a  prisoner  said  to  be  Isaac 
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Lee;  do  not  know  how  many  shots  were  fired  at  the  honse  in  which  Tyler  was  killed ; 
Tyler  had  a  great  many  wounds ;  do  not  know  whether  any  resistance  was  made  by 
Tyler  or  not ;  I  do  not  know  who  occupied  the  house  in  which  Tyler  was  kilh^d. 

G.  HEJSDERSON. 

J.  R.  S&nTH  sworn : 

I  reside  in  Meridian ;  I  am  the  chancery  clerk  and  postmaster ;  I  was  present  when 
the  arrest  of  Aaron  Moore  was  made  by  the  sheriff;  I  was  in  conversation  with  Moore 
m  the  chancery  clerk's  office,  and  the  sheriff  came  in  with  a  paper  in  his  hand  and 
told  Moore  and  Tyler  to  consider  themselves  under  arrest ;  Moore  inquired  what  he  was 
amsted  for;  shefifF replied  for  complicity  with  Dennis  in  making  incendiary  speeches 
on  Saturday  night,  and  he  further  remarked  that  he  did  not  consider  that  the  charges 
amounted  to  anything,  and  sheriff  then  walked  away ;  he  did  not  take  them  in  custody 
imply iag  from  his  conduct  that  the  charges  were  so  frivolous  that  they  would  "not 
amount  to  anything,  and  he  told  Moore  that  he  did  not  think  the  charges  would  give 
him  any  trouble ;  I  was  in  my  office  and  in  the  hall,  and  heanl  some  parts  of  the  speeches 
that  were  made  on  Monday ;  I  think  it  was  Mr.  Shearer  who  made  the  suggestion,  or 
motion,  that  Moore  be  allowed  to  speak,  and  the  expression  was  geneitd  that  they  did 
Dot  want  to  hear  him ;  I  returned  from  Jackson  on  the  9th ;  at  the  meeting  place  of  the 
trains,  about  sixty  or  seventy  miles  from  here,  I  saw  two  citizens  of  Meridian,  J.  F. 
Sanlbrd  and  J.  W^  Drangn,  get  off  one  train  and  on  the  other ;  they  got  on  the  train 
retoming  to  Meridian;  saw  no  arms;  did  not  know  their  business;  they  said  that 
everything  was  peaceable  in  Meridian ;  I  saw  two  or  three  boys  at  Forest  get  on  the 
train  and  return  t-o  Meridian ;  some  two  or  three  more  got  on  at  each  station  coming 
this  way ;  when  the  train  reached  Meridian  there  were  in  all  twenty  or  more ;  some 
had  arms;  rather  unusual  for  citizens  to  be  making  excursions  of  that  kind;  some  of 
them  weixs  bar-keepers,  some  clerks  in  stores ;  I  should  think  it  unusual  for  them  to  be 
making  excursions  at  this  time;  cannot  say  as  there  was  a  general  feeling  of  regret  at 
the  arrival  of  Moore  in  Jackson,  as  I  do  not  know ;  do  not  know  of  any  individual  ex- 
pressing any  regret  at  his  safe  arrival ;  heard  some  prominent  citizens  of  the  town  say 
that  they  were  glad  that  ho  got  there  safe ;  I  have  known  Moore  some  ten  or  twelve 
years;  I*have  known  of  his  movements  the  last  five  years;  since  connection  with  the 
lepnhlican  party  have  been  intimately  acquainted  with  his  movements;  he  never 
intentionally  got  up  any  trouble ;  I  have  thought  at  times  that  his  conduct  was  indis- 
creet; and  have  advised  him  at  times  to  be  prudent  and  discreet,  as  I  thought  it  was 
liable  to  cause  trouble  to  got  up  a  feeliog  of  bitterness  between  the  races  tliat  would 
cause  trouble ;  know  nothing  in  reference  to  his  connection  with  reported  arrest  for 
whipping  a  man  some  two  or  tliree  years  ago ;  the  report  of  whipping  was  for  parties 
entenng  Council  of  League  as  spies  without  authority ;  I  was  appointed  by  the  meeting 
on  Monday  on  committee  to  go  to  Jackson  to  try  to  get  some  changes  in  officials,  par- 
ticalarly  mayor ;  I  applied  to  the  governor  as  a  member  of  the  committee  for  this  pnr- 
pofie;  there  had  been  a  petition  signed  by  a  number  of  democrats  and  several  white 
rcpnbUcana  of  this  city,  requesting  his  removal ;  I  signed  petition  with  some  modifica- 
tions ;  I  did  not  sign  the  petition  because  he  was  not  a  good  officer  but  to  appease  the 
popular  opinion,  as  he  was  powerless  to  do  good ;  was  powerless  because  he  did  not 
have  the  respect  and  support  of  the  white  citizens  generally ;  he  was  a  man  of  very 
firm,  decided  views,  and  became  very  extreme  and  ultra  in  his  political  views  and 
other  respects ;  became  so  ultra  in  his  political  views  that  he  became  to  be  partial ; 
this  opposition  set  in  from  the  time  he  was  appointed  by  General  Ames ;  the  opinion 
of  the  partiality  of  the  mayor  was  formed  from  outside  rumors  entirely,  as  I  have 
never  attended  his  courts;  he  had  been  here  about  a  year  and  a  half  before  he  was 
appointed  by  General  Ames ;  he  was  engaged  in  mercantile  business ;  was  very  quiet. 

^«/i<m.  Was  tliis  opposition  to  Mr.  Sturgis  not  common  to  persons  holding  office 
from  the  same  authority  f 

Anncfr,  Not  to  the  same  extent. 

Question.  Why  was  it  not  to  the  same  extent? 

-•f  ji»if*r.  Perhaps  because  other  officers  were  not  thrown  in  direct  contact  with  the 
people  as  he  was ;  and  another  reason  was,  he  did  not  confine  his  association  altogether 
^ith  white  people ;.  he  was  more  disposed  to  associate  with  colored  people  than  most 
of  the  other  white  republicans  in  the  community. 

Question,  Was  there  not  a  system  of  ostracism  practiced  toward  him  by  the  white 
people  which  was  not  practiced  toward  Judge  Leachman  and  other  white  republicans 
of  the  county? 

Anwer.  Bather  more  especially  against  him ;  it  may  have  been  because  he  was  a 
northern  man ;  I  am  inclined  to  think  that  there  is  more  opposition  toward  northern 
than  soathern  republicans ;  I  was  in  my  office  on  the  day  of  the  meeting  of  the  colored 
I«ople  on  Saturday,  and  was  informed  by  Judge  Gibbons  and  Mr.  McMuUins  that  the 
speeches  were  incendiary ;  I  stepped  to  the  door  and  heard  Cloptou,  in  speaking,  say 
that  they  must  take  the  matter  in  their  own  hands  and  fight  it  out,  and  not  let  the 
Alahamians  come  over  here ;  I  then  went  and  informed  the  sheriff  that,  if  the  meeting 
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was  not  broken  up,  it  would  lead  to  a  disturbance  and  trouble;  I  could  see  a  feeling;  of 
enthusiasm  among  the  colored  people,  and  was  satisfied  from  speeches  of  that  character 
that  the  white  people  would  not  remain  quiet ;  the  Alabamians  were  not  here  at  this 
time. 

Question.  How  long  before  this  meeting  of  the  colored  men  was  it  that  the  Alabami- 
ans were  in  Meridian  and  took  off  the  colored  men  ? 

Answer.  About  three  weeks. 

QuesAon.  Do  you  know  whether  the  sheriff  was  notified  of  the  presence  of  the  Ala- 
bamians, and  whether  ho  made  any  attempt  to  arrest  them  T 

An  steer.  In  my  presence  one  colored  man  notified  the  sheriff  that  a  crowd  of  men  got 
off  at  the  depot.  This  man  stated  that  they  had  beat  one  or  two  colored  men  and  tied 
two  or  three  colored  men. 

Question.  At  the  time  this  man  was  speaking  to  the  sheriffy  did  you  see  any  armed 
men? 

Answer,  I  saw  eight  or  ten  white  men  about  the  post  office;  did  not  know  any  of 
them ;  I  do  not  think  they  were  citizens  of  this  place. 

Question.  Do  you  know  the  objects  for  which  the  meeting  was  called  on  Saturday  f 

Answer.  I  thought  I  did,  but  it  seems  I  did  not ;  Tyler  informed  me  that  it  was  a 
meeting  of  the  ccSored  men  of  the  town  in  favor  of  retaining  Mr.  Sturgis  as  mayor,  and 
Mr.  Mosely  as  sheriff,  as  there  was  some  talk  of  their  removal  at  this  time;  do  not 
know  whether  the  meeting  gave  any  formal  expression  in  reference  to  the  removal  of 
Mr.  Sturgis  and  the  sheriff^;  was  told  that  they  did  not ;  I  do  not  know  whether  or  not 
the  speeches  made  had  any  reference  to  the  removal  of  these  officers ;  I  was  tolerably 
well  acquainted  with  Sturgis ;  I  was  here  on  the  night  of  the  tiro ;  know  nothing  of 
the  origin;  do  not  know  whether  or  not  Moore  was  present;  I  was  there  about  12 
o'clock ;  Mr.  Sturgis,  the  mayor,  I  think  was  not  a  member  of  the  firm ;  the  firm  was 
T.  Sturgis;  I  always  regarded  tlie  mayor  as  manager  of  the  concern  ;  I  considered  it  in 
as  good  a  financiarcondition  as  any  house  in  town.  I  suppose  that  the  remarks  heard 
in  the  speech  on  Saturday  alluded  to  the  first  visit  of  the  Alabamians,  and  the  carrying 
off  of  the  three  or  four  colored  men. 

Qtuxtion.  Did  you  regard  it  as  incendiary  on  the  part  of  the  colored  people  to 
denounce  such  conduct  as  that  which  characterized  the  visit  of  the  Alabamians  7 

Answer.  Not  simply  the  act  of  denouncing  it,  but  the  threats  "  to  arm  and  fight  it 
out,"  to  prevent  its  repetition.  The  conduct  of  these  peojdo  was  generally  condemned 
by  the  citizens  of  Meridian,  regardless  of  party. 

Question.  Did  not  a  great  many  men  of  one  particular  party  applaud  it  ? 

Anstver.  Not  to  my  knowledge ;  I  do  not  think  Moore  or  Sturgis  would  be  safe  to 
come  back  here. 

Question.  If  they  should  return,  what  would  be  the  treatment  toward  them  t 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  ;  I  do  not  think  they  would  find  it  pleasant  residing  in  this 
community  ;  I  have  never  hoard  any  direct  threats  against  Moore  or  Sturgis  since  they 
left,  but  from  remarks  I  have  heard,  I  do  not  think  they  would  be  safe.  Mr.  Sturgis 
was  generally  regaixled  as  an  upright  business  man  ;  I  do  not  think  the  charges  against 
him  had  any  foundation  in  fact ;  do  not  consider  that  I  was  invited  to  the  meeting  of 
the  colored  people  on  Saturday  ;  do  not  think  that  any  other  white  republicans  were 
invited  except  Mr.  Mosely,  who  was  invited  to  be  present,  and  set  himself  right  before 
the  colored  people ;  was  notified  by  Tyler  that  it  was  a  meeting  of  the  colored  men  of 
the  town ;  Moore  returned  from  Jackson  on  Friday  evening  preceding  the  Saturday  of 
the  meeting ;  not  usual  for  Moore  to  return  during  the  present  session  of  the  legisla- 
ture, at  the  last  of  every  week ;  I  do  not  know  that  Moore  applieil  to  the  governor  to  have 
any  of  the  officials  here  removed ;  I  know  that  two  colored  men,  Clopton  and  Radford, 
had  been  to  Jackson  during  the  week  of  Moore^s  return,  and  returned  with  Moore  on 
Friday ;  I  was  told  that  they  went  down  to  the  governor  to  prevail  upon  him,  if  pos- 
sible, not  to  remove  Mayor  Sturgis ;  I  do  not  know  whether  or  not  Moore  had  anything 
to  do  with  the  calling  of  the  meeting  on  Saturday ;  do  not  know  who  presided  at  the 
meeting,  but  think  perhaps  Dennis  was  chairman ;  do  not  know  whether  there  was  a 
secretary  or  not. 

J.  R.  SMITH. 

Mrs.  Peggy  Johnson  sworn : 

I  live  in  Meridian ;  J  stay  in  the  restaurant  nearly  opposite  the  court-house,  kept  by 
Mr.  Santou ;  I  was  standing  in  the  street  in  front  of  the  court-house  when  Clop  ton 
was  thrown  out  and  Tyler  pimped  out ;  I  saw  the  men  when  thev  threw  Clopton  out ; 
I  cannot  give  the  names  ot  the  persons  who  threw  him  out ;  Colonel  Home  jum{^»ed 
upon  him  and  stamped  him  when  he  reached  the  ground ;  I  saw  Tyler  when  he  jumped 
out ;  he  ran  through  George  Moore^s  barber  shop ;  he  was  shot  when  ho  reached  the 
ground  to  where  he  jnmi>ed ;  he  was  shot  in  the  back,  I  thought,  from  the  way  he 
cl:ippti<l  his  hands  to  his  back;  he  cried  *'0,  Lord!"  Mr.  Hugh  Wilson  shot  him ;  he  is 
a  citizen  of  this  place ;  I  saw  Tyler  when  he  came  from  the  balcony,  swin^;  down  on 
the  iron  brac«  under  the  balcony,  and  immediately  lan  off;  ho  did  not  tail  to  the 
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procnd ;  Wilson  came  out  on  the  balcony  and  shot  him  with  a  gun ;  I  saw  Tyler's  pistol 
buckled  behind  him  m  his  case ;  his  coat  at  the  time  was  over  his  back ;  I  was  stand- 
ing on  the  corner  wlien  they  returned  from  Parker's  shop,  and  they  stated  that  they 
**  bad  killed  the  damned  old  rascal ;"  they  then  formed  in  line  and  threw  up  their  hat5, 
cheering  and  saying,  "  the  damned  old  rascals  are  dead^  Warren  Tyler  and  Bill  Clop- 
ton  ;"  Tyler  did  not  have  a  pistol  in  his  hand  when  he  came  out  on  the  gallery ;  I  saw 
him  when  he  sprang  out  of  the  door ;  I  did  not  see  them  do  any  more  shooting  after 
that ;  I  know  the  sheriff  and  deputy  sheriil*;  I  know  Mr.  Belk ;  Mr.  Belk  was  standing 
on  the  comer  next  Travis's  grocerj^;  Mr.  Mosely  was  on  his  horse  on  the  corner 
opiKisite  the  court-house,  and  Mr.  Mosely  asked  them  what  they  were  doing  there 
without  their  arms,  and  asked  them  why  they  did  not  get  their  arms  and  get  in  line 
and  go  to  Tyler's  house ;  Mr.  Gamscy  asked  Mr.  Mosely  what  crowd  he  was  command- 
ing; Mr.  Mosely  inquired  "Why;"  and  further  replied,  "That  crowd  over  there," 
pointing  to  a  large  crowd  of  white  men  ;  the  crowd  had  no  armB ;  Mr.  Ramsey  rej^lied, 
"Sir,  Twant  you  to  be  particular;"  there  were  no  colored  people  on  the  street  at  this 
time  ;  there  was  a  horse  company  and  a  foot  company  started  up  the  street  to  search 
for  Aaron  Moore,  saying  that  "  he  has  ruined  our  country  aud  we  are  going  to  have 
him  ;"  could  not  point  out  the  one  who  made  the  expression ;  I  went  for  Mr.  Clopton's 
wife,  and  told  her  that  her  husband  was  lying  out  in  the  street,  aud  to  go  and  get  him ; 
tried  to  get  a  colored  man  to  drive  the  wagon,  but  he  would  not  do  it ;  he  said  he  was 
afraid;  1  drove  it  myself;  she  asked  the  sheriff  for  her  husband,  and  he  (Mr.  Mosely) 
replied,  "Go  back  home  and  stay  there;  you  can't  get  him ;  these  men  won't  let  you 
bare  bim ;"  he  (Dennis)  was  struggling  in  his  blood  at  this  time,  not  dead  yet ;  I  saw 
some  men  bringing  Henry  Johnson  and  Manon  White  to  town ;  both  of  them  had  their 
beads  bent ;  these  men  were  brought  to  the  court-house  ;  I  did  not  know  the  names  of 
any  of  the  squad ;  I  lived  here  before  the  railroad  was  built  here ;  I  am  a  married 
woman ;  Henry  Johnson  is  my  husband's  name  ;  am  not  living  with  him  at  this  time  ; 
have  been  separated  since  about  two  months  before  last  Christmas ;  he  was  an  alder- 
man of  this  town  ;  I  have  heard  about  Ku-Klux  ;  have  never  seen  any;  saw  the  Ala- 
bama men :  there  is  a  great  deal  of  dread  of  the  Ku-Klux  in  this  country ;  have  heard 
of  the  Ku-Klux  killing  Joe  Williams ;  I  have  been  out  to  his  house  twice  since ;  heard 
that  they  were  disguised  ;  I  have  heard  of  the  Kn-Klux  being  after  Kizer ;  they  were 
not  in  di^piise  ;  came  in  the  night ;  Kizer  is  in  Jackson  ;  do  not  know  the  men  that 
were  taken  away  by  the  Alabamians ;  the  colored  people,  after  the  meeting  of  Satur- 
day, marched  around  the  streets,  beating  drum  until  dark ;  did  not  see  them  have  any 
arms;  I  am  kept  at  my  business  until  late  ;  started  for  my  home  about  11  o'clock,  and 
met  armed  men,  and  was  halted  by  them  ;  Mr.  Wagner  was  among  them ;  by  Ku-Klnx 
I  understand  the  meaning  to  be  men  that  go  out  in  the  night  disguised;  I  did  not  see 
any  such  parties  Saturday  night  of  the  fire ;  they  were  straightont  men  without  dis- 
guities,  going  along  with  their  guns ;  this  was  after  the  fire,  way  yonder  about  midnight ; 
a  good  many  colored  people  have  left  since  this  disturbance ;  a  great  many  took  foot 
and  went  to  the  woods  and  seut  for  their  wives;  I  came  near  leaving  myself;  was 
afraid  to  stay,  as  I  heard  thn  Alabamians  said  they  were  going  to  take  me  away ;  it 
seemed  to  be  known  that  the  Alabamians  were  coming  here  before  they  came ;  I  know 
of  two  women  said  to  be  outraged ;  do  not  know  anything  about  their  character ;  Ellen 
Parton  and  Mrs.  Johnson  were  the  two ;  said  to  be  four  in  all ;  the  Alabamians  did 
not  do  this;  I  was  at  the  church  Sunday  night  and  saw  a  crowd  of  white  men,  armed, 
come  by  the  church,  and  pass  on  by ;  they  were  all  walking ;  went  by  the  Methodist 
church  and  kept  on  toward  the  Baptist  church  ;  I  know  where  Captain  Duck  lives ;  do 
not  know  whether  they  went  towaixl  his  house ;  they  were  all  upon  the  hill ;  he  lives 
near  the  Baptist  church  ;  I  understand  from  my  sister  that  some  of  the  parties  under- 
took to  outrage  her ;  I  think  some  of  them  were  young  girls,  one  of  them  about  fifteen 
years  of  age ;  the  squad  I  met  halted  me,  and  Mr.  Wagner  asked  me  where  I  was  going; 
I  told  him  I  was  going  about  my  business ;  Mr.  Adams  told  me  "  not  to  talk  so  G— d 

d n  big ;  he  would  take  me  up ;"  I  told  him  to  "  take  me  up  and  shoot  me,  put  me  in 

the  guard-house,  or  do  what  he  pleased,  I  wasn't  bothering  him  ;"  they  formed  in  a  line 
and  went  back  to  Bill  Dennis's  house,  and  I  ran  from  my  house  over  there. 

her 
PEGGY  -f  JOHNSON, 
mark. 

Charlottk  Faoan,  being,  sworn : 

I  reside  in  Meridian ;  I  know  nothing  further  about  the  woman  said  to  he  outraged 
than  what  was  told  me  by  Parthenia  Greene ;  the  little  girl's  name  is  Onie  Paton, 
between  ten  and  eleven  years  old ;  I  have  heard  of  others  down  in  this  part  of  town ; 
I  saw  men  at  the  burning  of  Moore's  house ;  I  saw  men  in  Moore's  house,  and  heard 
great  noise  like  they  were  breaking  up  the  pots  and  dishes,  and  the  captain  (Hendei-son) 
jaid  "come  out  of  there.  Bob,"  and  Bob  said  "  we  are  fixing  to  run  a  big  rabbit  out  of 
his  den ;"  this  waa  the  last  time  the  men  went  there ;  the  breaking  of  the  stoves 
aud  dishes  was  by  the  first  party,  about  three-quarters  of  an  hour  before  this  last  party 
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came ;  I  saw  Captain  Henderson  in  the  last  party ;  those  that  were  on  foot  were  the 
ones  that  went  into  the  honse  both  times ;  there  was  a  man  in  my  honse  to  look  for 
gnns,  and  inquired  my  hnsband's  name,  and  said  that  his  name  was  Skinner ;  there 
were  two  Ku-Elux  canght  npon  the  hUl  by  Warren  Tyler;  they  say  they  were  di»- 
guised ;  I  did  not  see  them ;  they  were  in  my  honse ;  Clopton  made  Tyler  turn  them 
loose ;  they  belonged  in  this  town ;  they  staid  at  Hulbort's  or  Stnrgis'  store ;  wei*i) 
clerks ;  they  said  that  they  had  long  gowns  on ;  did  not  get  their  gowns ;  this  was  abont 
six  weeks  ago ;  abont  the  time  they  were  trying  to  catch  Mr.  Price,  the  school-teacher ; 
I  do  not  know  any  of  the  men  that  went  into  Moore's  house ;  I  saw  two  men  with 
torches  when  they  fired  the  church;  never  heard  who  those  men  were;  I  live  right 
near  Moore's  house ;  do  not  know  whether  or  not  Moore's  furniture  was  out  of  the  house ; 
Moore  has  always  preached  peace  in  his  church;  he  sometimes  came  home  in  two 
weeks ;  sometimes  in  three  weeks ;  could  not  tell  when  he  did  come  home ;  Moore*s  wife 
lived  here ;  the  colored  people  have  always  tried  to  manage  in  a  way  to  keep  peace ; 
Clopton  was  always  regarded  as  an  outrageous  man ;  they  say  he  was  drunk  tne  night 
of  the  fire ;  always  heard  the  white  people  say  that  he  said  things  that  he  had  no 
'>uBiness  to  say ;  the  colored  people  did  not  pay  much  attention  to  him,  as  he  was  always 
drinking,  and  I  know  of  no  one  that  was  led  by  him ;  Warren  Tyler  was  a  very  good 
peaceable  fellow,  so  far  as  I  know ;  I  knew  him  before  he  was  grown ;  I  saw  them 
when  they  shot  Isaac  Lee:  I  think  the  man's  name  is  Adams;  I  heard  a  man  on 
horse  say,  ^^  Adams,  did  you  lialt  himf  "  Adams  said  "  Yes;"  but  he  did  not  have  any 
halting  to  do,  as  he  was  right  under  the  house ;  I  saw  the  man  when  he  shot  him ; 
Mr.  Lee  went  across  the  hill  t-o  some  white  people's  house;  he  went  in  the  yard, 
and  another  party  who  were  coming  up  on  the  other  side  of  the  honse  were  going  to 
■boot,  and  Mr.  Swann  waved  his  hand  to  them  not  to  shoot ;  Lee  at  this  time  was  in 
the  white  people's  yard ;  they  got  him  and  brought  him  down  to  the  court-honse  ,- 
Mr.  Swann  was  with  the  men  when  they  shot ;  the  man  called  Adams  lives  here  in 
town ;  I  have  seen  him  often ;  he  lived  close  by  where  the  shooting  was  done,  but  has 
moved  down  here ;  it  was  about  three-quarters  of  an  hour  after  I  saw  the  last  party 
that  I  discovered  the  fire ;  I  do  not  know  whether  the  men  who  caught  tlie  Ku-KIax 
were  armed  or  not;  I  am  a  member  of  the  church  which  Mr.  Moore  had  charge  of; 
they  said  that  the  Ku-Klux  had  gowns  on ;  I  do  not  know  whether  they  had  anything 
over  their  faces  or  not ;  I  do  not  know  the  names  of  the  two  men  who  were  reported  to 
mo  as  being  dead  out  in  the  country ;  said  to  be  black  men ;  they  were  found,  or  said 
to  be  seen,  l>y  Mra.  Saulsbury ;  I  do  not  know  whether  any  one  went  to  look  for  the 
bo<lies  or  not;  I  heard  no  reasons  assigned  by  the  parties  pursuing  Isaac  Lee  why  they 
wanted  to  capture  him ;  it  was  in  the  yard  of  Mr.  Houston  that  Isaao  Lee  went  when 
they  were  pursuing  him. 

her 
CHARLOTTE  -f  FAGAN. 
mark. 
EiXEN  Parton,  being  sworn,  states : 

I  reside  in  Meridian ;  have  resided  here  nine  years ;  occupation,  washing  and  ironing 
and  Kconring ;  Wednesiday  night  was  the  last  night  they  came  to  my  house ;  bv  **  they^ 
I  mean  bodies  or  companies  of  men ;  they  came  on  Monday,  Tuesday,  and  Wednesday ; 
on  Monday  night  they  said  that  they  came  to  do  us  no  harm ;  on  Tuesday  night  they 
said  they  came  for  the  arms ;  I  told  them  there  was  none,  and  they  said  they  would 
take  my  word  for  it ;  on  Wednesday  night  they  came  and  broke  open  the  wardrobe  and 
tnmks,  and  committed  rape  upon  me ;  there  wei-e  eight  of  them  in  the  honse ;  I  do  not 
know  how  many  there  were  outside ;  they  were  white  men ;  there  was  a  light  in  the 
house ;  I  was  living  in  Marshal  Ware's  house ;  there  were  three  lights  burning ;  Mr. 
Ware  has  been  one  of  the  policemen  of  this  town ;  he  was  concealed  at  the  time  they 
came ;  they  took  the  claw  hammer  and  broke  open  the  pantry  where  he  was  lying ;  he 
was  concealed  in  the  pantry  under  some  plunder,  covered  up  well ;  I  guess  he  covered 
himself  up ;  a  man  said  ^'  here  is  Marshal's  hat,  where  is  Marshal  f"  I  told  him  **■  I  did 
not  know ;"  they  went  then  into  everything  in  the  house,  and  broke  open  the  ward- 
robe ;  I  called  upon  Mr.  Mike  Slamon,  who  was  one  of  the  crowd,  for  protection ;  I  said 
to  him  ^*  jtlease  protect  mo  to-night,  yon  have  known  me  a  long  time ; "  this  man  cov- 
ered up  his  head  then ;  he  had  a  hold  of  me  at  this  time ;  Mr.  Slamon  had  an  oil-cloth 
and  put  it  before  hia  face,  trying  to  conceal  himself,  and  the  man  that  had  hold  of  me 
told  me  not  to  call  Mr.  Slamon's  name  any  more ;  he  then  took  me  in  the  dining  room, 
and  told  me  that  I  had  to  do  Just  what  he  said:  I  told  him  I  could  do  nothing  of  that 
sort ;  that  was  not  my  way,  and  he  replied  "  by  God,  you  have  got  to,"  and  then  threw 
mo  down ;  this  man  had  a  black  eye,  where  some  one  had  beaten  him;  he  had  a  black 
velvet  cap  on  ;  after  he  got  through  with  me  he  came  through  the  house,  and  said  that 
he  was  after  the  Union  Leagues ;  I  yielded  to  him  because  he  had  a  pistol  drawn;  when 
he  took  me  down  he  hurt  me  of  course ;  I  yielded  to  him  on  that  account ;  he  never 
injured  mo  any  ways,  but.  hurt  me  with  his  pistol;  from  there  they  went  oft*;  looked 
like  a  heap  aiound  the  house;  there  were  ei^ht  in  the  house;  I  knew  no  one  but 
Slamon;  he  is  employed  by  the  Mobile  and  Ohio  Railroad  Company  to  grease  cars;  i 
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do  not  know  of  any  other  woman  who  was  treated  aa  I  was,  hut  have  heard  of  them ; 
I  did  not  notice  the  faces  of  any  of  the  rest ;  they  tamed  their  faces  around  from  me; 
these  were  different  men  from  those  that  were  there  on  Monday  and  Tuesday  nights ; 
those  were  all  strangers  that  were  to  my  house  on  the  last  night  hut  Slam  on ;  I  am 
generally  acquainted  in  Meridian ;  those  with  Slamon  I  did  not  take  to  he  citizens  of 
this  town ;  those  were  citizens  who  called  on  the  two  nights  preceding,  and  did  no 
damage;  those  who  called  on  theiirst  two  nights  treated  me  kindly ;  I  complained  to 
Capt.  Early,  who  was  acting  constable,  and  he  said  he  was  going  to  stop  all  of  that, 
and  that  they  were  men  who  came  in  here,  and  he  was  very  mad  about  it ;  the  reason 
irhy  I  did  not  make  an  affidavit  against  this  man  was  because  it  was  in  the  night,  and 
I  told  Capt.  Early  next  morning ;  I  told  a  great  many  of  the  citizens  about  it,  and  they 
had  known  me  for  a  long  time,  and  said  it  was  scandalous ;  I  told  Dr.  Phillips  and  Mr. 
Raioey  how  they  done  me,  and  I  told  some  white  ladies  about  it,  too ;  I  did  not  stay 
at  home  any  more  for  a  week  afterward j  I  am  a  married  woman ;  have  been  parted 
from  my  husband  since  the  surrender ;  I  am  not  living  with  him  ;  there  is  one  other 
woman  living  with  me  named  Alice  Batt ;  this  man  had  her  in  there  first,  and  Alice 
Bstt  told  me  that  he  said  to  her  to  ^o  away,  that  *'  she  was  rotten,"  and  to  call  that 
other  woman ;  and  when  I  went  to  him  he  asked  me  '*  what  is  the  matter  with  that 
other  woman  f ''  Alice  Batt  moved  in  on  Monday ;  I  know  nothing  in  reference  to  her, 
only  she  lived  in  the  rear ;  don't  know  what  she  does  for  a  living;  the  one  that  com- 
mitted the  rape  upon  me  was  called  by  one  of  the  party  "  Capt.  Jinks ; "  he  hod  a  black 
eye ;  there  was  a  light  in  the  room  :  I  saw  him  in  the  room  with  Alice,  but  do  not  know 
what  he  did  with  her;  I  was  in  toe  same  room  at  the  other  end  when  Alice  told  me 
that  he  wanted  me. 

her 
ELLEN-fPARTON. 
mark. 

There  was  nobody  in  the  room  at  the  time  he  had  me ;  he  drove  Alice  out  of  there 
there  was  an  old  bed  in  the  room,  broken  down  and  piled  up ;  did  not  straighten  out 
the  bed ;  he  Just  pressed  me  down ;  I  never  was  treated  that  way  before ;  1  never  was 
forced  before ;  Marshal  Ware's  wife  is  dead ;  he  is  not  married. 

her 
ELLEN  4-  PARTON. 
mark. 

Theodore  Sturgis,  sworn: 

I  was  not  examined  before  the  investigating  court ;  as  regards  the  origin  of  the  fire 
on  Saturday  night,  I  cannot  give  you  any  light  upon  that  subject ;  there  are  four  parties 
employed  in  my  store,  William  Sturgis,  Edgar  Sturgis,  David  C.  Smith,  and  myself;  the 
store  was  a  story  and  a  half  frame  building,  formerly  a  church  ;  tlie  house  was  worth 
two  thousand  dollars ;  I  was  the  owner ;  I  was  doing  what  was  called  a  lien  business ; 
1  kept  groceries,  dry  goods,  general  ^oods,  and  country  supplies ;  I  have  boon  taking 
liens  for  a  montn,  predicated  upon  this  year's  crop ;  I  refused  to  credit  until  after  the 
first  of  April;  I  had  considerable  out  on  last  years  business;  I  had  thirteen  thousand 
dollars'  worth  of  stock  on  hand ;  got  some  goods  in  on  the  day  of  the  fire,  and  got  in 
qaite  a  stock  of  goods  recently ;  my  stock  was  full ;  have  been  doinc  business  here 
since  1862 ;  I  had  one  thousand  dollars  insurance  on  building  and  eight  thousand  on 
stock ;  being  burned  out  at  this  time  interferes  very  much  with  my  business,  as  now 
is  the  time  that  planters  want  their  liens  filled  ;  could  not  tell  whether  fire  originated 
in  my  store  or  Mr.  Hurlburt's,  or  between  them ;  both  are  frame  buildings ;  I  was  at 
my  residence  at  the  time ;  I  saved  four  thousand  dollars  of  my  stock,  wuich  is  more 
than  any  one  else  on  the  block  saved ;  the  fire  broke  out  just  after  dark ;  the  store  was 
closed  at  the  time  the  tire  broke  out ;  brother  had  the  kev  at  home ;  my  younger 
brother  slept  in  the  building ;  there  were  no  combustibles  other  than  matches  there ; 
my  younger  brother,  Edgar,  was. at  home  with  me  at  the  time  of  the  fire ;  he  had  been 
home  long  enough  to  eat  his  supper,  when  William  Sturgis  came  running  in  and  said 
'^  there  is  a  fire  on  our  comer,  hurry  down  ;''  cannot  throw  any  light  upon  the  origin 
of  the  fire ;  have  not  been  able  to  ascertain  anything  in  relation  to  the  origin  of  the 
fire;  at  this  time  Edgar  Sturgis  had  the  key  to  the  store ;  the  books  were  not  burned ; 
1  saved  them ;  the  whole  upper  portion  of  the  building  was  on  fire  when  I  reached  there ; 
the  doors  were  broken  open  when  Edgar  and  myself  reached  there ;  have  heard  that 
Tom  Pelton  broke  them  open ;  I  owned  the  lot  upon  which  the  building  stood ;  the 
business  was  transacted  in  my  own  name,  T.  Sturgis ;  the  insurance  policy  was  in  the 
nameof  Theodore  Sturgis;  the  house  was  x^erfectly  solvent;  I  staid  at  the  fire  until 
after  the  goods  were  carried  up  ;  the  people  generally  assisted ;  quite  a  number  of  col- 
ored people  were  there;  William  Dennis  was  intoxicated,  and  perhaps  talked  too 
mnch ;  I  talked  to  him  and  called  him  a  fool,  and  tried  to  persuade  him  to  go  home ;  I 
also  sent  my  brother  to  him ;  shortly  afterward  I  learned  that  he  was  knocked  down ; 
his  language  was  confined  to  cursing  of  those  parties  who  burned  me  out ;  William 
Sturgis,  my  brother,  was  mayor  of  the  town,  and  was  at  my  house  when  the  committee 
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-waited  upon  him ;  I  do  not  know  who  the  committee  were ;  the  nature  of  the  commn- 
nicatiou  to  him  was  that  he  had  to  leave  the  town ;  I  think  their  words  were  *'  tba4i  it 
was  the  desire  and  wish  of  the  citizens  that  he  (William  Stnrgis)  would  leave  town, 
and  that  he  should  leave ;  the  committee  said  that  they  were  going  to  Jackson,  and 
William  Sturgis  seeing  Mr.  Shearer  among  them  said  that  he  would  go  to  Jackson^  as 
he  felt  safe  with  Mr.  Shearer;  Mr.  Shearer  stated  to  the  crowd  that  William  Stnrgis 
would  leave  and  go  to  Jackson  with  him ;  the  crowd  said  that  he  should  not  so  to 
JacksoU;  hut  must  take  a  northern-bound  train,  and  leave  at  two  o'clock ;  after  tnat  I 
had  an  interview  with  Mr.  Shearer,  Captain  Henderson  and  R.  J.  Mosely,  and  asked 
that  they  supply  a  guard  to  protect  him  to  the  cars ;  request  was  complied  with, 
and  he  was  protected  to  the  cars;  I  got  two  friends  of  mine  to  go  with  him  to  Lander- 
dale  Station  to  protect  him  from  violence  ;  W.  D.  Hurlburt  and  Willie  Snow  went 
along  with  him ;  my  younger  brother  lost  his  clothing  and  about  three  hundred  dol- 
lars in  money^iu  the  fire ;  sometimes  there  was  a  loaded  gun  in  the  office ;  sometimes 
not  auy ;  my  brother  William  and  D.  C.  Smitli  carried  pistols ;  there  is  no  truth  in  the 
rei)ort  that  I  kept  an  arsenal,  or  thirty  or  forty  loaded  guns  for  use ;  I  never  kept  but 
one  can  of  powder  there,  and  retailed  it  out  of  a  glass  jar;  I  kept  guns  in  the  show- 
case for  sale  as  other  merchants  do ;  I  had  on  hand  from  twentv  to  twenty-five  guns ; 
iu  the  value  given  of  my  stock  it  is  estimated  at  cost  price ;  I  did  a  business  of  twen- 
ty-five thousand;  was  reducing  business  down;  lama  northern  man  by  birth:  the 
treatment  of  the  citizens  of  Meridian  toward  me  was  very  kind ;  lived  in  New  Orleans 
twelve  years  previous  to  living  here ;  my  younger  brother  came  out  here  last  fall ;  he 
has  had  no  other  than  kind  treatment  from  the  citizens ;  Edgar,  my  younger  brother, 
is  about  thirty  years  of  age ;  he  and  myself  have  never  taken  any  part  m  politics ; 
neither  my  brother  Edgur  nor  myself  have  been  treated  unkindly  by  the  citizens  since 
this  occurVeoce ;  it  was  perhaps  two  or  three  hours  after  the  difficulty  in  the  court- 
house that  my  brother  was  waited  upon  by  the  committee;  no  violent  demonstrations 
toward  my  biother  while  he  was  at  my  house ;  during  the  day  on  which  he  was  noti- 
fied to  leave  by  the  committee,  party  came  in  in  the  afternoon  looking  for  Aaron 
Moore ;  by  my  solieitation  two  young  men  went  through  my  premises ;  a  portion  of 
the  crowd  did  not  seem  willing  to  take  mv  word,  the  reason  why  I  told  them  to  go 
through  my  house ;  these  parties  who  searched  my  house  saw  my  brother ;  they  went 
to  the  barn,  smoke-house,  kitchen,  and  everywhere  else ;  it  is  rather  uuusual  to  have 
the  privacy  of  a  family  invaded  in  that  way ;  it  is  not  unusual  to  have  the  privacy  of 
a  family  invaded  in  that  way  at  the  request  of  the  owner. 

Qucsiion.  Do  you,  or  do  you  not,  think,  from  the  expressions  which  you  heard  from  a 
portion  of  that  crowd,  that  your  house  would  have  been  seai-ched  if  you  had  not  asked 
them  to  do  it  f 

Answer,  1  do  not  think  so. 

Question.  Has  your  brother  taken  any  very  active  part  In  politics,  outside  the  mere 
fact  of  hohling  office  ? 

Ansicci'.  I  do  not  think  he  has. 

Question.  Was  not  the  prejudice  against  him  engendered  from  the  mere  fact  of  his 
holding  office  ? 

Ansicir.  I  think  it  was  to  a  very  great  extent. 

Question.  Were  you  or  were  you  not  indicted  as  a  member  of  the  board  of  snpervis- 
ors  for  malfeasiince  in  office  f 

Answer.  Not  that  I  know  of. 

Question.  Do  you  know  whether  there  has  been  a  grand  jury  in  session  since  you 
have  been  a  supervisor  f 

Ansicer.  There  has  not. 

Question.  Was  the  old  board  indicted  f 

Answer.  I  think  some  of  them  were ;  my  brother  was  a  republican. 

Question.  Does  the  same  ill-feeling  which  you  say  existed  against  your  brother  be- 
caose  of  his  holding  office,  exist  against  other  republican  office-holders  in  this  county  f 

Answer.  It  exists  against  some,  but  not  against  others;  at  the  time  of  his  first  ap- 
pointment I  was  not  aware  that  he  had  an  enemy  iu  town ;  I  know  nothing  about  the 

killing  of  any  parties  of  my  own  knowledge.  

THEO.  STURGIS. 

Sam.  Parker,  being  sworn : 

Reside  in  Meridian  ;  it  was  in  my  shop  that  Tyler  was  killed  ;  was  not  in  the  house 
when  he  went  in  ;  did  not  see  him  go  in  ;  he  was  killed  in  about  a  quarter  of  an  hour 
from  the  time  of  the  shooting  at  the  court-house ;  I  was  on  the  sidewalk  at  my  door 
when  the  shootiug  occurred  in  my  shop ;  I  saw  Bob  Coleman  and  sou,  Wash  Brantley 
and  Hugh  Wilson,  on  the  sidewalk  in  front  of  my  door ;  Mr.  Brantley  went  in  first  and 
carried  me  in  with  him  to  search  for  Warren  Tyler;  this  was  before  he  was  killed ;  he 
went  in  and  found  him  under  my  bed,  and  he  said  :  ''  Here  he  is,  boys,  under  the  bed;'' 
I  ran  out  as  soon  as  he  said  that ;  I  met  the  crowd  in  front  room  coming  in;  did  not 
recognize  any  of  the  crowd ;  do  not  know  how  many  shots  were  fired ;  shooting  oom- 
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meneed  pretty  soon  after  crowd  got  in  there ;  saw  him  after  he  was  killed ;  I  do  not 
know  how  many  times  he  was  shot ;  he  was  lying  by  the  fire-place,  with  his  feet  on 
the  hearth  and  head  toward  the  back  door ;  I  was  then  taken  in  custody  by  Mr.  Belk, 
and  brongbt  to  the  court-house ;  was  relieved  by  Mr.  Belk  ;  gave  me  the  key  and  sent 
Die  Imcky  about  a  quarter  of  an  hour  after  this ;  I  found  a  pistol  under  the  bea 
uext  morning,  the  same  bed  under  which  they  said  Tyler  was  found  ;  was  but  one  bed 
ill  the  room  ;  it  was  a  large  repeater ;  do  not  remember  whether  it  was  a  five  or  six 
(»buoter ;  examined  it  to  S€$e  if  it  had  been  shot  off;  it  had  not  been  shot  off;  there  had 
Ixf  0  a  couple  of  caps  bnrsted  off  or  dropped  off ;  one  of  the  caps  seemed  to  have  been 
bni^ted,  and  the  hammer  was  down  on  it ;  the  other  was  not  on  the  tube;  I  am  certain 
ail  the  barrels  were  loaded ;  Mr.  Brantley  came  around  shortly  after  I  got  it  from  un- 
der the  bed  and  said  he  thought  it  was  Mr.  Mosely's  pistol,  as  Mr.  Mosely  said  that  he 
had  lost  one  from  his  drawer  m  the  court-house,  and  it  it  was  not  Mr,  Mosely^s  he  would 
brill*;  it  back  to  me ;  Mr.  Brantley  brought  it  back  to  me  the  next  morning,  and  asked 
ni<:  '*  if  I  thought  I  had  a  better  right  to  it  than  he  did ; "  I  told  him  I  had  no  right  to 
it  at  all;  Mr.  Brantley  then  kept  the  pistol ;  Mr.  Dan.  McDonald  said  that  he  thought 
the  pistol  was  his ;  that  he  and  Tyler  had  exchanged  pistols  ;  did  not  examine  Tyler 
to  see  whether  he  had  his  belt  and  scabbard  on ;  did  not  see  whether  he  had  a  pistol 
or  uot ;  helped  to  carry  him  out ;  he  was  shot  in  the  face,  also  in  the  breast  by  a  gun  ; 
the  wadding  was  on  his  breast ;  the  charge  passed  through  an  account-book  in  his 
pocket ;  after  I  got  out  of  the  house,  Mr.  Holrt  Coleman  cocked  his  gun  and  drew  it 
uD  me  and  held  it  in  my  face. 

SAM.  PAKKER. 

Edgar  Sturgis,  being  sworn : 

Been  residing  in  Meridian  since  last  December ;  my  brother  William  and  myself  left 
the  store  together  about  seven  o'clock ;  I  locked  the  store  and  took  the  key  with  me ; 
i>  but  one  key ;  went  to  post  office  together ;  from  there  to  Mr.  Palmer's  house ;  Wil- 
liam stopped  there ;  I  went  on  to  Theodore  Sturgis's,  my  brother's  house;  had  eaten 
my  Slipper  and  sat  down  before  my  brother  William  came ;  it  was  about  half  an  hour 
fnmi  the  time  that  I  parted  from  my  brother  William  before  I  saw  him  again  at  my 
brother's  house ;  it  might  have  been  more,  it  might  have  been  less ;  when  he  came  up 
he  broaght  the  alarm  of  fire ;  my  brother  Theodore  and  myself  went  immediately  to 
the  fire,  (on  the  4th  of  March;)  the  fire  was  burning  in  the  top  of  both  buildings, 
Stnrjvis  and  Hurlburt's  stoi*e8;  it  had  burned  through  the  ceiling  and  was  dripping  in 
below  in  Stnrgis's  store ;  did  not  go  in  Hurlburt's  store ;  I  lost  my  trunk,  with  clothes, 
worth  from  one  hundred  to  one  hundred  and  fifty  dollars,  and  three  hundred  dollars  in 
money,  which  were  in  the  upper  story :  did  not  keep  quantity  of  loaded  guns  on  hand ; 
kept  guns  in  show-case  for  sale ;  I  had  a  gun  up  stairs  that  was  loaded ;  knew  of  no 
other  loaded  gun  in  the  house ;  did  not  notice  whether  or  not  Mr.  Hurlburt's  store  was 
flased  before  I  left ;  was  in  the  habit  of  closing  the  store  early,  sometimes  at  sev6n  and 
tionietimcs  before ;  I  think  the  distance  from  brother's  store  to  post  office  somewhere 
in  the  neighborhood  of  a  q  uarter  of  a  mile ;  myself  and  brother  were  there  a  very  few  mo- 
ments; the  distance  from  the  post  office  to  where  X  left  my  brother  William  (Mr.  ralmer's) 
may  be  another  quarter  of  a  mile ;  distance  from  Mr.  Palmer's  to  my  brother  Theodore's 
bonse  but  a  few  rods ;  supper  was  waiting  when  I  reached  home ;  sat  down  to  supper 
a»  ijoon  as  I  reached  home ;  it  was  about  an  hour  from  the  time  I  left  the  store  before 
the  alarm  of  fire  was  given ;  I  am  in  the  habit  of  sleeping  in  the  store ;  had  a  fire  there 
in  the  morning  in  the  back  part  of  the  store  below ;  do  not  think  any  fire  there  after 
nine  or  ten  o'clock ;  brothers  and  Mr.  Hurlburt's  stores  are  close  together ;  small  space 
Ijetween  them  ;  space  might  have  been  a  foot — might  have  been  less ;  never  measured 
it ;  the  space  was  not  open,  it  was  closed  up ;  do  not  know  whether  space  enough  for 
anyone  to  pass  between  the  two  stores  or  not;  there  was  only  one  key  to  the  store, 
and  I  carried  that. 

EDGAR  STURGIS. 

P.  S.  Layton,  being  sworn-: 

I  reside  in  Meridian ;  am  an  insurance  agent ;  three  of  the  companies  which  I  repre- 
sent lost  about  six  thousand  dollars  in  the  fire  of  the  4th  March ;  losses  have  been 
adjusted,  settled,  and  paid,  to  Hurlbut  Brothers  in  two  cases,  and  to  Mrs.  Chadwick ; 
the  fire  originated  between  7  and  8  o'clock  p.  m.  on  the  4th  of  March  ;  I  was  present  at 
the  tiro  l)efore  Hurlburt  Brothers  burned  down ;  from  the  best  of  my  information  I 
lielieve  the  fire  started  in  Sturgis's  store ;  no  idea  what  part  of  the  building ;  I  did  not 
J?>  in  Sturgis's  building ;  did  not  try ;  Hurlburt's  was  a  long  building,  with,  a  warehouse 
at  the  hack  of  it ;  when  I  got  out  of  Hurlburt's  store  Sturgis's  building  was  pretty  well 
J>nrne(l  up ;  Hnrlbur&'s  building  was  on  the  comer  of  the  block ;  I  entered  Ilurlburt's 
bnibling  at  the  rear  on  the  west  side ;  my  attention  was  principally  directed  to  those 
hnildings  on  which  I  had  risks ;  do  not  think  there  was  much  wind  ;  could  not  say 
vuich  way  the  flames  spread  at  first ;  the  progress  of  the  fire  was  very  rapid ;  know 
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nothlDg  about  space  between  Harlburt's  and  Stnr^is's  building ;  considered  it  great  risk 
on  property  on  the  block  for  insurance  companies ;  insured  some ;  considered  it  bad« 
and  stated  to  party  that  I  did  not  think  company  would  let  the  risk  stand ;  secondly, 
from  the  general  cnaracter  of  Mr.  William  Sturgis,  wanted  nothing  to  do  with  him ; 
do  not  know  whether  or  not  William  Sturgis  had  any  property  on  the  block  or  not ; 
but  from  the  general  impression  here^  judged  that  all  of  the  family  were  together  iu 
that  store ;  it  was  a  block  in  which  insurance  companies  wanted  little  to  do  with;  sill 
pine ;  some  old  and  some  new  buildings ;  there  was  a  vacancy  between  Mrs.  Chadwirk's 
two-story  frame  building  and  building  on  the  west  of  between  thirty  and  tbirty-tive 
feet;  there  was  a  shed  m  the  space;  it  was  torn  down  ;  could  not  get  it  away ;  tlm 
amount  of  goods  saved  from  Mr.  Hurlburt's  store  I  do  not  know ;  they  were  beiug 
removed  from  the  west  side  when  I  was  there ;  the  flames  spread  very  rapidly  over 
the  whole  block ;  it  was  all  pine ;  I  was  in  charge  of  one  of  the  squads  on  Wednesday 
sent  out  by  the  sheriflf ;  on  Wednesday  morning  there  were  two  gentlemen,  Colbnel 
Wliitaker  and  Mr.  Heuston,  who  were  on  the  committee  of  safety  that  had  been 
appointed,  recommended  me  to  the  sheriff  as  a  proper  person  to  take  charge  of  a  body 
of  men  to  rearrest  one  Aaron  Moore,  who  had  been  guilty,  as  charged,  of  incendiary 
language,  and  who  fled,  after  having  been  duly  arrested,  from  Justice ;  said  Aaron 
Moore  was  reported  to  be  in  the  vicinity  of  Golden  Grove,  about  ten  or  eleven  miles 
from  here ;  the  sheriff  gave  me  a  written  deputization  as  special  deputy,  with  authority 
to  rearrest  said  Aaron  Moore,  which  I  failed  to  do,  because  of  the  said  Moore's  not  being 
comeatable ;  I  think  I  had  twelve  men  in  the  guard ;  there  were  different  opinions  aa 
regards  where  Moore  was  going ;  some  thought  he  was  going  northeast  from  here ;  my 
idea  was  that  he  was  going  to  Jackson  ;  do  not  know  how  many  squads  were  sent  out 
for  Moore ;  I  know  of  a  squad  on  the  railroad ;  do  not  know  who  was  in  command  of 
the  squad ;  I  saw  Mr.  BelK  on  the  car ;  I  presumed  that  they  were  sent  out  by  the 
railroad  to  do  what  I  had  been  sent  out  on  horseback  to  do ;  I  tried  to  get  them  to  hold 
on  and  not  go  down  to  Golden  Grove  ahead  of  mo ;  do  not  know  whether  Hendersou, 
Randal],  or  Early  had  squads ;  Randall  was  with  me  part  of  the  time ;  I  thought  it  was 
a  public  necesbity  to  use  such  unusual  vigilance  to  capture  Moore,  to  answer  the 
charges  for  which  he  had  been  arraigned;  charge,  as  I  understand  it,  incendiary  and 
calculated  to  raise  a  riot ;  I  know  nothing  of  Captain  Jinks ;  I  was  not  able  to  get  ont 
of  my  bed  for  two  weeks  after  my  return  from  Golden  Grove,  on  account  of  haviug 
typhoid  pneumonia ;  I  am  well  acquainted  with  business  men  here ;  the  men  in  my 
posse  were  all  citizens  of  Meridian,  and  selected  by  myself;  my  object  was  to  arrest 
Moore  and  return  him  to  custody ;  it  was  after  the  fire  Clopton  was  arrested  ;  a  goo<l 
many  of  the  colored  ])eople  assisted,  and  a  great  many  did  not  assist  in  taking  goodsi 
from  the  stores ;  I  heard  a  great  many  refuse  to  assist  on  being  requested  to  do  so,  and 
I  heard  no  white  person  refuse;  I  offered  ten  or  fifteen  negroes  from  one  to  five  dollars 
apiece  to  assist,  and  but  three  or  four  assisted  in  the  removal  of  a  stock  of  goods  from 
a  contiguous  block,  which  I  had  fears  would  be  burned ;  those  of  the  negroes  that 
helped  me  have  never  called  on  me  for  the  money ;  I  heard  no  violent  language,  nor 
saw  any  riotous  couduct  after  the  fire,  but  heard  a  great  many  guns ;  I  was  present  %% 
the  meeting  on  Monday;  think  there  was  a  petition  and  a  committee  appointed  to 
wait  upon  Governor  Alcorn  with  the  view  to  the  removal  of  certain  obnoxious  persons 
from  office,  and  to  preserve  peace  and  quiet,  and  to  prevent  any  collision  between  the 
races;  the  object  was  maiuly  for  the  removal  of  Mayor  Sturgis;  I  think  democrats 
and  republicans  attended  the  meeting;  am  not  certain  who  was  on  the  committee. 

Question,  State  whether  or  not  the  meeting  appointed  a  committee  to  wait  upon  Mr. 
Sturgis,  requesting  him  to  leave  here. 

Amwer,  My  impression  is  that  there  was ;  there  was  so  much  said  about  Sturgis  that 
I  do  not  recollect  whether  or  not  the  committee  was  appointed;  he  was  objectionable 
for  the  reason,  as  I  understand,  that  it  was  supposed  that  he  affiliated  with  the  wortit 
of  low-down  negroes,  and  kept  arms  concealed  for  negroes ;  they  were  supposed  to  be 
kept  in  his  store,  and  some  in  his  house ;  other  republican  office-holders  were  not  as 
objectionable  as  Mr.  Stur^s ;  I  mean  by  low-down  niggers,  negroes  who  are  ready  for 
any  villaoy  that  any  villain  might  incite  them  to ;  at  the  same  time  I  do  not  think  that 
the  majority  of  them  are  that  way ;  I  knew  nothing  about  Aaron  Moore's  couduct 
previous  to  Saturday  night;  there  were  not  any  other  republican  officials  iu  this 
place,  that  I  know  of,  that  were  as  obnoxious  as  Mayor  Sturgis ;  I  think  such  a  proiK>- 
sition  was  made  as  to  allow  him  a  reasonable  time  to  leave,  time  to  settle  up  his  busi- 
ness and  get  off  iieaceably ;  think  there  was  a  general  call  issued  for  the  meeting 
Monday  through  the  press  of  the  city ;  the  hall  was  very  much  crowded ;  many  repub- 
licans and  colored  people  there;  do  not  think  Sturgis  ought  to  feel  himself  safe  if  bo 
came  back :  do  not  know  about  Moore ;  I  saw  Moore  in  the  meeting  ou  the  6th  ;  heard 
no  suggestion  that  Moore  should  speak ;  I  think  there  was  a  desire  expressed  by  a 
great  many  in  the  meeting  that  they  did  not  want  to  hear  Moore. 

Que8tU>nl  Do  you  know  now  the  information  was  received  here  that  Moore  was  at 
Golden  Grove  ? 

Anawer.  Yes;  I  received  my  information  from  Captain  Armstrong,  local  editor  of  the 
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Gazette;  he  stated  that  he  received  a  telef^m;  did  not  state  the  name  of  the  party, 
DOT  from  what  point ;  I  think  that  Armstrong  stated  to  me  that  he  received  it  from 
some  one  who  left  here  on  the  train  in  the  morning.  On  Saturday  nisht  after  the  fire 
I  was  appointed  by  the  sheriff  special  deputy,  to  assist  in  arresting  William  Clopton, 
alias  Dennis,  and  remained  on  duty  at  tne  conrt-house  all  that  ni^ht,  giving  strict 
instroctions  to  the  party  in  charge  of  the  guard  who  had  William  Clopton  in  custody, 
to  see  to  it  that  no  violence  was  done  the  prisoner.  On  Sunday  morning  said  Clopton 
▼as  duly  and  safely  turned  over  to  Mr.  Belk,  the  regular  deputy  sheriff;  and  on  Sunday 
sight  I  was  again,  by  the  sheriff,  put  in  charge  of  keeping  the  peace  at  the  court-house 
and  in  the  city.  This  I  did,  to  the  best  of  my  ability,  instructing  Captain  Wessenberg, 
wbo  bad  immediate  charge  of  said  Clopton,  to  place  guards  so  as  to  protect  the  prisoner 
from  any  violence ;  which  duty  he  performed.  On  Monday  morning  Captain  Wesson- 
be^  and  myself  left  the  prisoner  in  charge  of  Mr.  Belk,  the  deputy  sheriff,  and  saw 
said  Clopton  no  more  until  after  he  was  kuled.  General  orders  from  the  sheriff  were 
to  disarm  all  persons  that  we  might  find  with  arms,  not  acting  under  the  sheriff's 
anthority;  there  were  three  or  four  arms  taken  nnder  these  orders  by  Captain  Beazy, 
who  liad  instructions  to  turn  them  over  to  the  sheriff. 

Q»tsii<HL  Why  was  it  that  you  thought  it  necessary  on  Saturday  night  to  ffive 
iastrnctions  to  Captain  Wessenberg  to  guard  Clopton  closely,  and  particularly  from 
violence  and  parties  on  the  outside? 

Anmcfr,  Because  from  the  excitement  incident  to  the  fire,  and  the  various  reports 
made  in  reference  to  the  collection  of  armed  negroes,  I  thought  that  some  indiscreet 
young  persons,  without  reflection,  and  probably  nnder  the  influence  of  stimulants, 
might  attempt  to  do  violence  to  the  prisoner.  Captain  Wessenberg  is  a  contractor  on 
the  Alabama  and  Chattanooga  Railroad ;  makes  his  headquarters  at  this  place ;  do  not 
know  where  he  is  now.  There  were  no  arrests  of  negroes  made  by  any  of  my  posse, 
while  I  was  in  charge,  with  or  without  arms. 

Question,  From  the  arrangements  which  you  made,  had  there  been  armed  men  in  the 
eorporate  limits  of  the  town  would  they  have  been  found  f 

Answer.  If  there  had  been  ai^  organized  body  within  the  corporate  limits,  I  think 
they  wonid  have  been  found.  On  the  trip  to  Golden  Grove  only  found  one  musket  in 
possession  of  a  negro;  Major  Randall  took  charge  of  the  gun;  do  not  know  whether 
the  negro  had  it  in  his  hands,  or  whether  it  was  taken  fi'om  his  h^Use.  There  was  no 
Tiolence  attempted  upon  any  person  whatever  by  any  of  my  posse.^ 

P.  S.  LAYTON. 

Kra.  Maut  A.  Ebaton,  being  sworn : 

I  reside  in  Meridian ;  I  was  here  at  my  residence  on  the  night  of  the  fire,  March  4, 
1871;  I  saw  some  parties  returning  from  the  fire;  heard  Bill  Denuis;  knew  him  by  his 
Toiee;  I  was  well  acquainted  with  him;  heard  him  utter  bitter  oaths  and  say,  *'Let 
the  town  bum ;  they  have  ruled  here  long  enough ;  ^  I  did  not  distinguish  anything 
else  that  he  said ;  he  was  cursing  all  of  the  time  j  he  appeared  to  unload  his  yagon 
iiod  go  back  to  the  fire;  heard  no  one  else  using  any  language  that  night:  do 
not  know  as  I  saw  any  one  using  arms  that  night ;  I  heard  a  great  deal  of  firing 
all  of  that  night,  and  when  they  fired  some  one  would  answer  by  firing  again  ;  I 
do  not  know  who  did  the  firing;  as  soon  as  I  saw  the  flames  I  heard  firing  nil 
around;  there  was  a  great  deal  of  firing  in  the  direction  of  Clopton's  house;  I  live 
in  the  west  part  of  town ;  I  was  at  Mr.  Foye's,  near  where  Clopton  lives :  I  have 
known  Clopton  some  time ;  I  came  from  the  same  place  he  did — Aberdeen ;  he  had  a 
Ycry  bad  name  in  the  place  he  came  from ;  I  was  about  fifty  yards  from  Clopton  when 
I  beard  him  make  use  of  this  langua^:  I  Judge  that  he  had  a  load  of  goods,  and  was 
coming  home  with  them ;  he  had  his  t>oy  wltn  him ;  it  was  not  light  enough  to  see 
lum,  bat  I  knew  his  voice  well ;  his  voice  was  a  very  coarse,  harsh  one ;  he  seemed  to 
nnload  his  wagon,  (cursing  very  much,)  and  went  back ;  I  do  not  know  whether  the 
firing  was  done  by  colored  people  or  not ;  I  have  seen  the  colored  people  about  here 
with  as  many  arms  as  the  white  peox>le;  did  not  see  squads  of  persons  with  arms  the 
mghtofthefire. 

her 

MARY  A.  -f  KEATON. 

mark. 

Mrs.  Hannah  Petty,  being  sworn: 

Reside  in  Meridian ;  I  was  here  on  the  night  of  the  fire,  on  the  4th  of  March ;  I  was 
at  my  home;  not  down  in  town  at  all;  saw  persons  ^ing  to  and  from  the  fire;  saw 
two  white  men,  Mr.  Hancock  and  Mr.  Wilson,  running  in  the  direction  of  the  fire;  saw 
*Mne  black  men  going  to  the  fire,  and  some  coming  from  the  fire :  saw  two  black  men 
with  arms  coming  towards  the  fire ;  one  of  them  said, "  You  would  not  kill  women  and 
thildren,  would  yout"  and  the  other  said,  "Yes:  go  from  the  cradle  up— men,  women. 
*ttd  children;"  saw  flash  of  fire,  and  heard  Clopton  say,  "Damn  you,  I  will  make 
Q^y  a  one  of  you  bite  the  dust  before  morning ; "  I  heaid*^the  report  and  saw  the  flasL 
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of  the  enn  that  Clopton  had  -when  he  used  this  langaaee ;  Clopton  was  at  the  next 
house,  betweea  fifty  and  seventy-five  yards  from  where  I  was ;  Clopton  lived  in  the 
lot  Just  below  mine ;  his  house  is  the  next  one  to  mine  in  the  direction  coming  to  town : 
when  spoken  above  an  ordinary  voice,  I  can  tell  everything  that  is  said  at  Clopton*8 
house ;  know  Clopton's  voice  well ;  heard  him  cursing  and  swearing  before  that  when 
he  came  up  from  town  with  wagon ;  there  was  a  great  deal  of  firing  in  that  vicinity, 
and  as  many  as  two  or  three  shots  struck  my  house ;  the  firing  was  snch  as  to  create 
an  alarm ;  I  did  not  understand  anything  he  said  before  the  time  I  heard  him  firing  the 
^n ;  after  that  I  saw  no  other  men,  white  or  black,  with  arms,  as  I  closed  up  my  hou^e 
ior  fear  of  being  shot ;  do  not  know  who  did  the  firing  in  the  vicinity ;  I  have  known 
Clopton  ^ve  years ;  it  was  about  dusk  when  I  heard  Clopton  using  this  language ;  ho 
came  there  with  the  wagon  during  the  fire ;  that  evening  between  sunset  and  dark  I 
saw,  drawn  up  in  line,  between  one  hundred  and  one  hundred  and  fifty  black  men, 
between  Jones's  hotel  and  Kush's  livery  stable,  extending  from  the  hotel  to  the  stable ; 
do  not  know  whether  they  were  armed  or  not ;  they  had  been  marching  and  parading 
the  streets  all  day ;  I  saw  two  young  men,  who  halloed  fire  as  they  passed  my  house ; 
those  were  the  two  young  men  that  Clopton  shot  at ;  I  did  not  see  the  gun  which 
Clopton  had  ;  I  only  saw  the  flash  and  heard  the  report ;  I  did  not  see  Clopton  only 
during  the  day,  marching  around ;  he  stood  at  the  corner  of  a  log  house  at  the  time  of 
firing,  the  reason  I  could  not  see  him  ;  I  knew  it  was  him  because  X  heard  his  voice  and 
knew  it ;  I  do  not  know  whether  it  was  a  gun  or  a  pistol  fired ;  from  their  movemeut^ 
I  believe  they  intended  murder ;  did  not  see  the  two  white  men  at  the  time  Clopton 
fired  the  gun ;  I  saw  the  faces  of  the  two  black  men  coming  to  town ;  it  was  in  the 
shade  of  tue  evening ;  light  enough  for  me  to  tell  a  negro  from  a  white  man  ;  sun  sets, 
I  suppose,  between  six  and  seven  o'clock  in  Meridian  now ;  I  have  no  time-piece ;  the 
fire  occurred  between  sunset  and  dark ;  it  was  after  sundown  ;  the  first  X  heard  of  the 
fire  was  from  the  two  whit«  young  men,  who  were  in  front  of  my  lot  hallooing  lire : 
they  live  exactly  opposite  me;  I  had  not  seen  the  fire  before;  I  did  not  see  Clopton 
drive  his  wagon  up  there ;  saw  wagon  when  it  came  up ;  it  came  up  in  front  of  his 
house ;  can  see  much  plainer  from  my  house  to  Clopton's  than  you  can  from  Mrs.  Foyes, 
as  Mrs.  Foyes  has  peach  trees  and  two  rows  of  palings  between  her  house,  and  there  is 
nothing  between  mine  and  his  to  prevent  my  seeing  his;  I  did  not  see  or  hear  anything 
of  Clopton  after  that  on  that  night ;  there  was  shooting  in  my  neighborhood  after  the 
fire;  I  do  not  know  whether  it  was  negroes  or  white  folks  firing. 

Question,  How  near  to  your  house  was  the  firing  done  after  the  firing  of  Clopton  at 
those  two  men  f  i 

Ansicer,  In  front  of  my  house,  in  the  back  of  my  house,  and  all  aronnd  it. 

HAJ^NAH  PETTY, 

James  Bryant,  being  sworn : 

I  live  in  Sumter  County,  Alabama ;  am  employed  in  Meridian  at  Weidmann's  Eu- 
ropean House ;  I  was  here  at  the  time  the  men  came  over  from  Alabama ;  also  during 
the  fire  and  the  riot ;  the  only  one  that  I  knew  among  i\\G  party  that  came  over  from 
Alabama  the  night  of  the  riot  was  Alonzo  Kcnega,  from  ibi vingston,  Alabama ;  he  was 
aronnd  with  a  gun,  and  a  pistol  bnckled  to  his  side :  this  occurred  on  Monday  night ; 
I  knew  Kenega  well ;  he  ate  at  Mr.  Weldman's ;  I  heard  the  names  of  some  of  them 
called  at  the  table,  but  do  not  remember  them ;  I  saw  George  Whitfield  over  here  at 
the  time  some  parties  wece  carried  off  from  here,  some  two  or  three  weeks  before ;  he 
was  armed  with  pistols ;  do  not  know  who  it  was  that  took  the  baker  out ;  I  saw  Mr. 
Wessenberg,  Mr.  Homan,  Mr.  Marx,  and  Mr.  Eagan  standing  around  the  engine  house, 
waiting  for  Tyler  to  come  out ;  they  tore  up  the  floor  in  the  engine  house ;  they  thought 
he  was  in  there ;  Nathan  George  Wliit field  was  not  in  disp^uise ;  did  not  hear  him  saiy 
what  he  came  over  here  for ;  I  do  not  know  the  names  ot  the  colored  men  that  were 
taken  away  from  here  to  Alabama ;  when  I  spoke  to  Nathan  George  Whitfield,  he  said 
that  was  his  name ;  after  I  began  quizzing  him  about  his  mother  and  all,  he  said  he 
never  saw  me  before ;  I  heard  that  the  three  men  taken  away  from  here  lived  in  Liv- 
ingston, Alabama. 

hi» 
JAMES  -f  BRYANT. 
mark. 

Michael  Slamon,  being  sworn: 

Live  in  Meridian ;  work  on  the  Mobile  and  Ohio  Railroad ;  am  a  car  repairer.  I  wa« 
here  on  the  4th  of  March — the  night  of  the  fire — and  was  here  on  Monday  night  of  the 
occurrence  in  the  court-house ;  am  not  certain  whether  I  was  here  on  Wedne^ay  night 
or  not ;  I  was  with  one  squad  of  four  men ;  no  one  had  charge  of  them  to  my  knowl- 
edge; I  just  went  ont  to  see  if  there  was  any  men  with  arms,  white  or  black,  aud  to 
take  them  away ;  I  went  to  no  particular  houses ;  I  was  at  one  house  that  night ;  heartl 
a  noise  in  there  and  went  over  there ;  this  was  at  Marshal  Ware's  house ;  heanl  some 
one  inauire  for  arms  and  ask  Ellen  to  open  a  locker,  and  one  of  the  men  helped  her 
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pnll  it  open ;  while  there,  I  know  of  no  one  committing  rape  npon  Ellen  ;  I  only  saw 
oue  Ionian  iu  the  house ;  I  saw  no  attempt  to  commit  rape ;  Ellen  was  excited :  I  said, 
♦'What  is  the  use  of  being  so  mnch  excited  t  no  one  is  going  to  bother  you  ;*'  don't  re- 
member of  her  appealing  to  me  for  protection ;  I  saw  her  go  off  in  company  with  no 
inan ;  she  wen^.  into  tbe  other  room  with  a  candle  in  her  hand  to  look  for  arms ;  I  staid 
there  about  five  or  six  minutes ;  I  was  not  in  disguise,  no  more  than  I  had  an  oil-cloth 
coat  on  ;  bad  on  same  boots  and  hat  that  I  now  have ;  did  not  attempt  to  conceal  my- 
self;  it  was  raining,  and  I  had  my  coat  buttoned  up ;  I  heard  some  one  in  tbe  bouse 
ralliog  Captain  Jinks,  but  do  not  know  who  it  was  meant  for ;  there  was  a  roan  there 
with  a  black  eye,  or  cut  eye ;  looked  like  he  had  been  stnick  in  the  eye ;  I  did  not  see 
any  pistols  drawn  while  there ;  went  no  further  than  the  front  door ;  I  left  one  or  two 
men  in  the  front  part  of  the  house  when  I  came  away  ;  I  do  not  know  whether  there 
w«Te  any  in  the  back  part  of  the  house  or  not ;  I  was  the  only  one  of  my  crowd  that 
Treat  into  the  bouse ;  I  left  the  others  at  the  gate,  and  when  I  returned  I  found  them 
there ;  these  parties  I  found  there  were  strangers  to  me ;  do  not  know  whether  they 
vere  citizens  or  not ;  am  tolerably  well  acquainted  here ;  my  home  is  in  Meridian  ;  I 
have  been  here  about  six  years ;  Mr.  Higgins  was  one  of  the  squad  in  which  I  was  in ; 
1  do  not  know  the  other  two  by  name ;  they  were  not  associates  of  mine ;  I  had  no 
written  authority  at  all  to  go  there;  either  one  of  the  four  had  as  much  charge  of  the 
en\nzi\  as  the  other,  as  far  as  I  knew ;  could  not  tell  who  ordered  the  party  to  go  there ; 
I  bad  no  orders ;  just  went  with  the  crowd ;  there  were  three  or  four  others  iu  there ;  I 
think  the  man  with  the  black  eye  asked  if  there  was  any  arms  in  the  house ;  I  was 
attracted  there  by  the  noise;  I  did  not  go  there  to  protect  her,  (Ellen,)  but  would  have 
pnitected  her  if  she  needed  it ;  left  the  other  party  there ;  there  was  no  rape  committed 
there  to  my  knowledge ;  there  were  some  of  the  other  party  outside  of  the  lioor  when 
I  came  out,  besides  the  balance  of  my  own  party;  as  one  of  the  party  came  out  the 
iU)g  grabbed  at  bim  and  he  shot  at  him  as  he  run  under  the  house ;  I  had  only  taken 
one  drink  that  evening  t<fmy  recollection,  about  four  o'clock ;  went  from  there  to  the 
Catholic  church  and  to  the  railroacl,  and  back  to  the  court-house ;  went  into  no  other 
huiise;  I  did  not  see  the  man  with  the  black  eye  after  that. 
(/nejttion.  Why  did  you  not  take  the  pistol  away  from  the  man  that  shot  the  dog  f 
Antnrer.  1  supposed  that  he  was  out  for  taking  arms  or  hunting  arms,  same  as  what 
We  went  to  do  ;  I  asked  one  of  those  parties  if  he  was  sent  out,  and  he  said  yes ;  it 
was  raining  wlien  I  started  out,  and  raining  most  of  the  time  when  I  was  out;  I  am 
not  acquainted  with  Alice  Batt ;  Ellen  called  my  name ;  do  not  know  what  she  said ; 
I  Mieve  it  was  to  help  her  open  the  locker ;  I  told  her  I  would  not ;  I  did  not  jnit  an  oil- 
cloth up  to  my  face  when  Ellen  spoke  to  me ;  I  know  the  sheriff  and  the  deputy  sheriff; 
do  not  know  whether  they  were  here,  at  the  court-house,  or  not,  when  I  wont  away. 

bis 

MICHAEL  -f  SLAMON. 

maik. 

B.  L.  Henderson,  being  sworn : 

KcMde  in  Meridian ;  I  am  a  manufacturer  of  lumber ;  I  went  with  a  squad  in  search 
of  Aaron  Moore,  with  Mr.  Belk,  on  the  train;  I  was  in  charge  myself;  do  not  know 
bow  many  men  were  with  me ;  think  about  fortj' ;  went  as  far  as  Golden  Grove,  in 
tbia  county,  and  as  far  as  Chunky,  in  Newton  County,  to  get  on  side  track ;  had  orders 
to  bring  Moore  back,  as  a  deputy  under  verbal  appointment;  my  squad  was  at  Moore's 
house  before  it  was  burned — not  after ;  some  of  my  men  went  into  Moore's  house  the 
latst  evening ;  I  ordered  them  right  out ;  they  went  in  through  the  window,  which  was 
oi)en ;  they  did  not  disturb  anything ;  the  night  that  Mr.  feturgis  was  escorted  to  tbe 
tmin.  then)  were  probably  three  or  four  hundred  men  in  the  crowd ;  they  all  escorted 
bim  to  the  train  ;  knew  Moore  very  well ;  never  know  him  to  bo  turbulent  before ;  I 
^as  present  at  the  meeting  on  Monday ;  Moore  asked  to  speak,  and  I  heard  one  person 
cr)'  out  "  Ko!"  and  he  made  no  further  effort  to  speak. 

R.  L.  HENDERSON. 

W.  E.  Saunders,  being  sworn : 

1  reside  in  Starkville,  Oktibbeha  County,  Mississippi;  I  was  in  Meridian  on  the  6th 
of  March,  in  pursuance  of  an  order  of  the  chancery  court  to  attend  to  some  business 
in  reference  to  some  land,  as  commissioner  of  said  court ;  aboiU  three  o'clock  p.  m.  I 
vent  to  the  chancery  clerk's  office  in  the  court-bouse,  and  after  being  in  there  a  while 
I  started  out,  and  getting  into  the  court-house  I  found  a  large  assemblage  of  people. 
I  stopped  a  while  to  see  what  was  going  on.  and  found  that  it  was  a  trial  of  three 
colored  men  going  on.  I  ha<l  no  personalacquaintance  (with  one  exception)  with  any 
one  IV  the  house.  During  this  trial  a  witness  was  intro<luced  by  the  name  of  Brantley, 
and  a^tcr  giving  in  his  testimony  it  was  announced  to  the  court  by  one  of  the  colored 
tnen  on  trial,  whom  I  learned  during  the  trial  to  be  Warren  Tyler,  that  he  would 
intrwluce  witnesses  to  impeach  the  evidence  of  Mr.  Brantley;  at  which  Mr.  Brantley 
advanced  toward  Tyler  and  picked  up  a  stick  which  was  lying  on  the  table  in  front  of 
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the  Jnstice.  The  officer  in  charge  of  the  court  endeavored  to  arrest  him  in  his  advance 
upon  Tyler,  at  the  same  time  T^er  endeavored  to  make  his  escape  from  the  court -hpuso 
by  a  side  door ;  about  which  tmie  I  heard  the  report  of  a  pistol,  aud  others  in  quick 
succession  following ;  I  endeavored  then  to  make  my  escape  from  the  court-room  by  a 
side  door ;  I  was  seated  at  the  door  through  which  Tyler  passed,  but  in  consequence 
of  the  firing  being  in  that  direction,  as  soon  as  the  crowd  was  sufficiently  dispersed,  I 
made  my  way  through  one  of  the  side  doors  into  a  room,  which  I  think  was  the  grand 
lury  room,  and  remained  there  until  the  court-house  was  very  well  cleared,  and  then 
left  the  court-house  and  went  to  my  room  at  the  hotel;  I  was  about  two  or  three  feet 
from  Tyler  when  I  heard  the  report  of  the  first  pistol ;  I  cannot  tell  who  fired  the 
first  pistol ;  the  report  of  the  pistol  souuded  not  very  far  off;  the  general  firing  was 
from  the  centner  of  the  court-room ;  could  not  distinguish  in  what  direction  the  first 
firing  was,  although  it  was  very  near  me ;  I  could  see  persons  shooting,  but  knew  no 
one  there;  I  did  not  see  a  pistol  in  Tyler's  hand;  the  only  thing  I  saw  in  his  hands 
was  a  pass-book  aud  lead  pencil  when  he  was  leaving  the  room ;  this  was  immediately 
before  the  firing  had  commenced ;  I  went  up  on  the  train  with  the  mayor  ;  I  was  at 
the  depot  when  he  got  on  the  train  ;  the  body  of  men  that  escorted  the  mayor  on  the 
train  was  very  quiet  and  peaceable ;  some  parties  came  on  the  train  at  Meridian  and 
drew  their  guns  and  threatened  to  kill  him ;  cui-sed  him  and  abused  him ;  the  guards 
made  them  leave  the  train  and  protected  him ;  a  portion  of  the  guard  went  as  far  as 
Laudertlale  Springs  with  the  mayor ;  the  utmost  kindness  and  gentlemanly  treatment 
was  manifeste<l  toward  him  by  the  ^ards. 

Question,  State  the  position  occupied  by  the  Judge  in  reference  to  Tyler  and  Brantley 
at  the  time  of  the  firing  f 

Answer.  The  judse  was  seated  against  the  railing  with  a  table  in  front  of  him ;  the 
marshal  was  seated  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  table,  in  front  of  the  judge,  facing  the 
door,  with  his  back  to  the  witness,  (the  door  leading  to  the  sheriff's  office  ;)  on  the 
marshal's  right  was  a  table  occupied  by  the  prosecuting  attorney ;  Brantley  was 
standing  somewhat  to  the  rear  of  tne  marshal ;  when  the  remark  was  made  by  Tyler, 
Brantley  advanced  in  the  direction  of  Tyler  and  picked  up  a  stick  which  was  lying  on 
the  judge's  table,  at  which  time  he  was  arrested  by  the  marshal,  I  think;  it  was  about 
this  time  that  I  heard  the  first  shot  fired;  the  table  in  front  of  the  judge,  I  suppose, 
was  about  three  and  a  half  or  four  feet  square ;  during  the  trial  I  saw  Tyler  leave  the 
court-room  once,  and  attempted  to  leave  a  second  time,  when  the  marshal  was  required 
by  the  State's  attorney  to  keep  the  defendant  in  the  court-room  ;  at  the  time  I  he^rd 
the  report  of  the  first  piBtol  my  attention  was  directed  more  in  the  direction  of  the 
court  than  to  Tyler ;  I  saw  no  effects  of  the  shots  at  the  time  of  the  firing,  bnt  did 
afterward. 

W.  E.  SAUNDERS. 


J.  W.  KiZER,  being  Bwo>n : 

I  live  in  Meridian;  I  have  been  living  hereabout  twelvemonths;  have  been  em- 
ployed at  the  court-house  by  the  sheriff;  I  was  at  the  meeting  on  Saturday,  March  4th; 
Dennis,  Tyler,  and  Moore  spoke  at  the  meeting ;  I  have  been  in  Jackson  since  the  18th 
of  March  ;  I  left  Meridian  for  fear  of  my  life ;  at  Laudeidale  Springs,  on  the  last  of 
March,  1870, 1  was  shot  down  and  left  for  dead ;  this  was  the  same  time  Jack  Burton 
was  killed ;  I  was  struck  by  at  least  thirty  balls ;  my  right  arm  was  broken  so  that  it 
had  to  be  taken  off;  the  men  were  not  in  disguise ;  about  ten  or  twelve  o'clock  eight 
or  ten  men  came  into  the  house  calling  for  me,  and  cocking  their  guns ;  Lauderdale 
Springs  is  in  Lauderdale  County,  about  eighteen  miles  above  Meridian ;  no  one  made 
any  threats  against  me  at  Meridian,  either  after  or  before  the  riot ;  on  Saturday  night 
I  heard  that  they  had  killed  Dennis,  and  were  going  to  kill  Warren  Tyler  and  Aaron 
Moore ;  I  told  them  of  it ;  during  the  night  I  heard  some  parties  say  that  they  were 
going  to  ring  the  Presbyterian  bell  for  fire,  and  maybe  Aaron  Moore  and  IVler  would 
come  out ;  a  short  time  after  that  the  bell  was  rung ;  there  were  about  fifty  or  one 
hundred  men  between  the  church  and  Moore's  house,  armed  with  double-barreled  shot- 
|;uns  and  navy  sixes;  on  Sunday  morning,  I  went  to  the  court-house  and  saw  Dennis 
in  arrest,  and  under  guard ;  on  Sunday,  I  heard  Mr.  Gaskins  tell  Clopton  he  did  not 
expect  to  see  him  afive,  as  he  heard  some  parties  say  on  Saturday  night  that  they 
were  going  to  kill  him.  Dennis  replied,  ^^  They  would  have  killed  me,  bnt  my  gnanls 
stuck  up  to  me."  During  the  day  I  heard  parties  cursing  him,  and  telling*^  him  he 
ought  to  be  killed ;  among  them  were  Mr.  Home  and  Judge  Evans.  Clopton  asked 
mo  to  go  and  see  the  boys  and  talk  to  them,  as  he  believed  they  would  have  killed  him 
last  night  if  the  guards  had  not  stuck  up  to  him ;  I  was  informed  by  I^n  Peterson  and 
others,  that  there  had  been  a  meeting  held  in  Mr.  Home's  office;  he  (Peterson)  said  he 
counted  thirty-six  come  out  of  there ;  I  went  to  the  colored  Methodist  church  the  same 
evening,  (Sunday,)  and  told  Mr.  Moore,  and  Warren  Tyler,  and  Ike  Radford  of  the 
movements  I  had  seen  in  town,  and  I  thought  they  were  going  to  kill  AVilliam  Dennis 
that  night.    They  said  they  would  go  down  and  see  the  sheriff  about  placing  colored 
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enards  over  him,  or  making  some  arran||ement8  for  keeping  him  safe  that  night.  Ike 
Hadford  and  myself  went  on  by  the  Bheriff' s,  and  Moore  and  Tyler  stopped  and  talked 
with  the  sheriB  about  half  an  hour,  and  they  all  came  to  the  court-house  together. 
After  Moore  and  Tyler  had  talked  with  Dennis  in  the  court-room,  Warren  Tyler  asked 
the  sheriff  what  he  was  going  to  do.  The  sheriff  said  he  did  not  know  how  many 
pards  they  had,  and  that  they  would  see  about  it.  Tyler,  Moore,  Radford,  Sheriff 
Uosely,  and  myscdf  went  down  to  the  foot  of  the  steps ;  Tyler  asked  the  question  again, 
what  he  (the  sheriff)  was  fi;oing  to  do  about  it ;  sheriff  said  he  did  not  know,  as  he  did 
not  know  how  many  guards  he  had ;  I  told  him  ho  had  better  get  some  colored  guards, 
ts  I  was  afraid  they  would  kill  Billy  to-night,  as  I  had  been  around  town  and  seen 
their  movements ;  the  sheriff  told  Warreu  Tvler  to  go  ahead  and  summon  guards ; 
Tjler  asked  him  who  it  was  best  to  get ;  the  sheriff  t'oTd  him  to  get  some  ^ood  follows, 
Ike  Radford  for  one ;  I  told  Warren  to  get  some  good  boys  that  would  stick  up  to  us, 
if  aoything  did  occur,  and  I  left  them  and  went  back  up  in  the  court-house;  William 
Denais  and  the  guards  that  wero  guarding  him  asked  me  what  Tyler  and  Moore  were 
going  to  do ;  I  told  them  I  did  not  know ;  Dennis  said  he  hoped  that  they  would  not 
kill  him  to-night ;  I  told  him  that  they  would  have  some  colored  guanls  to  guard  him 
to-night ;  some  of  the  guards,  a  short  time  after,  told  me  if  there  were  any  niggers 
coming  there  to  guard  him  to-night,  thore  was  going  to  be  a  fuss,  ai\,d  that  they  would 
not  stay ;  I  told  them  that  you  all  say  that  "  you  were  going  to  kill  Billy  last  ni^ht, 
ind  it  is  right  for  him  to  have  somo  colored  guards;"  one  spoke  up  and  said,  "You 
will  see  if  any  niggers  come  here  to-night,  there  will  bo  a  fuss,  and  that  not  a  white 
man  would  stay  here;"  I  left  then  and  went  to  the  sheriff's  dwelling;  about  half 
an  hour  after  dark  the  sheriff  came  and  called  me,  and  told  me  to  go  to  the 
ehoreh  and  tell  Aaron  Moore  and  Warren  Tyler  not  to  let  any  man  come  down  this 
side  of  the  church,  for  he  had  sent  twenty-five  men  out  there,  not  to  allow  any  one  t-o 
pajis  either  way  with  arms ;  this  company  sent  up  by  tho  sheriff  had  been  past  then 
just  about  five  minutes;  I  then  started  to  the  church,  and  met  some  of  the  party  that 
were  summoned  by  Tyler  for  guards  coming ;  one  of  the  party  told  me  that  he  was  the 
only  one  that  had  a  gun  and  had  had  three  caps  burstud  at  him,  and  his  gun  taken 
away;  I  told  him  to  jg;o  back  with  me,  and  I  would  tell  him  what  I  wanted  ;  I  wont 
Wk  and  met  some  of  the  other  party  that  had  been  summoned ;  I  asked  them  if  they 
bad  lost  their  guns  too ;  one  Mr.  Uurd,  in  the  crowd,  said  they  told  him  that  the 
(sheriff  said  just  to  get  their  pistols,  that  they  need  not  get  guns,  and  that  Tyler  told 
liim  and  the  others  to  go  on  to  the  sheriff's  house  and  wait  until  the  rest  came ;  I  went 
ou  to  the  church,  and  saw  Mr.  Tyler  and  Mooro ;  Moore  was  in  the  pulpit  about  open- 
ing the  meeting;  Tyler  was  at  the  door,  and  I  told  Tyler  what  Mosely  said,  and  he 
Kud  that  he  did  not  believe  in  no  such  way  as  that,  and  for  me  to  go  and  see  Mr. 
Moore ;  I  told  Mr.  Moore  what  the  siieriff  said,  not  to  allow  any  one  to  come  this  side 
of  the  church ;  this  company  that  the  sheriff  had  sent  out  had  gone  above  the  church, 
and  had  everybody  freigiitene<l  in  the  church  ;  I  told  them  I  would  go  back  to  see  tho 
sheriff,  and  find  out  about  it  just  as  quick  as  I  could ;  then  I  took  the  man  that  had  the 
caps  bursted  at  him  to  the  sheriff's  house ;  the  sheriff  told  mo  that  he  had  guards 
plenty  in  town,  as  he  had  about  three  hundred  down ;  the  streets  were  full ;  I  told  the 
s^riff  that  these  men  had  gone  beyond  the  church,  and  hod  everybody  frightened ; 
and  he  replied  that  they  hatlgone  to  Captain  Duck's,  and  that  he  did  not  know  where 
Captain  Dnck  lived,  and  that  Duck  had  sent  for  twenty -five  men  for  the  protection  of 
bin  family ;  the  man  that  had  lost  his  gun  asked  the  sheriff  for  it,  and  said  it  had  been 
taken  away;  and  the  sheriff  said  that  he  told  the  guards  to  take  away  all  guns  of  par- 
ties in  the  streets,  and  that  he  should  have  his  in  the  morning;  then  wo  wont  back  to 
the  church  and  found  it  surrounded  with  men-^white  men  ;  the  people  in  the  church 
asked  what  the  sheriff  said ;  I  told  them  the  sheriff  said  there  was  no  danger,  and  they 
told  me  to  look  yonder  at  the  men,  and  that  they  had  to  take  care  of  themselves ;  Tyler 
^nt  word  to  Moore  to  break  up  tho  mc^etiiig  as  it  would  not  do  for  them  all  to  be  killed 
in  the  house ;  I  went  back  to  tho  sherifi''s  house ;  on  Monday  morning  I  was  ordered  by 
sheriff  to  make  a  fire,  and  I  went  into  the  circuit  clerk's  office  to  got  some  coa^  and  Mr. 
Weasenberg  and  one  of  the  guards  drew  a  pistol  and  a  donble-baiToled  shot-gun  on  me, 
and  asked  me,  '^  Where  is  that  pistol  you  had  f"  I  said  that  I  had  it  in  my  pocket,  and 
lie  told  me  to  "  Give  it  up,  God  d — ^n  you,  or  I  will  blow  a  hole  through  you ;"  I  pulled 
it  out  and  gave  to  them ;  I  told  them  that  it  was  my  own  pistol ;  that  I  had  bought  it  and 
paid  my  money  for  it ;  they  took  it  from  mo ;  the  deputy  sheriff,  Mr.  Belk,  then  came  in 
a»  they  were  leaving  the  liall  with  it,  and  I  lisked  him  if  he  thoii«rht  it  was  right,  and  he 
taid  he  thought  I  ^' bad  no  business  with  it ;"  I  told  him  that  I  had  bought  it,  and  paid 
fflv  own  money  for  it,  and  did  not  disturb  anybody  with  it,  and  that  I  had  it  to  protect 
myself  in  traveling  around  nights,  as  I  had  been  threatened  by  some  parties;  I  was  in 
the  (t)urt-house  at  the  time  ot  tho  trial ;  the  trial  of  Warren  Tyler,  Wm.  Dennis,  and 
Aaron  Moore  commenced  about  two  or  three  o'clock.  Moore,  Tyler,  and  Clopton  had 
nocoaiusel;  they  stated  that  they  did  not  want  any;  Jim  Brantley  was  called  in  from 
tbt' streets  as  a  witness  in  the  case;  Brantley,  being  sworn,  stated  that,  **  As  I  was 
coming  along  on  the  streets  I  met  this  boy,  Tyler,  and  another  boy ;  and  this  boy  that 
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was  with  Warren  asked  him  (Warren)  what  all  of  them  white  folks  were  doinj;  afisem- 
bled  in  the  court-house  ;  this  boy  Warren  here  says  that  they  are  getting  sort  of  seared 
and  want  peace ;"  and  Brantley  further  said  that  I  called  him  a  damn  liar  three  timeii; 
Ford  then  asked  Brantley  *^  what  else  he  said  f  Brantley  sc^id  "  Tyler  said  something; 
about  my  calling  him  a  damn  liar,  and  I  said  I  called  him  a  damn  liar,  or  any  other 
damn  rascal,  and  had  a  notion  to  shoot  him  on  the  spot ;''  Ford  asked  Brantley  if  that 
was  all,  and  told  him  to  take  his  seat ;  Tyler  said  to  Brantley,  **  Don't  leave  the  stand 
vet,  Mr.  Brantley,''  and  told  the  judge  he  wanted  to  introduce  a  cou]ile  of  witucsnes; 
.Brantley  asked  Tyler  what  he  said,  and  then  grabbed  the  marshal's  stick,  which 
*was  lying  on  the  table  where  the  judge  was  sitting;  he  drew  the  stick  and 
started  tor  Warren  Tyler,  and  the  marshal  held  him;  I  was  at  the  time  standing  in  the 
hall  door  leading  into  the  sheriiTs  office;  Tyler  jumped  up  aud  ran  toward  the  sheriff's 
oliice,  clapped  his  hands  to  his  thigh,  and  told  the  marBhal  to  ^*  Stop  him,  or  let  him 
come  and  he  would  stop  him ;"  just  as  he  said  that  some  one  fired  from  the  direction  of 
the  entrance  to  the  court-room ;  the  judge  was  sitting  in  the  middle  of  the  hontie  and 
the  firing  was  at  his  left  hand  towanl  the  entrance  of  the  court-house ;  Tyler  was 
standing ;  the  entrance  to  the  court-house  was  about  thirty  feet  from  where  I  was 
standing;  the  firing  was  done  between  me  and  the  entrance  to  the  coart-room ;  Tylt-r 
had  no  pistol  in  hi§  hand ;  I  do  not  know  who  fired  the  first  shot ;  I  know  certain  that 
Warren  Tyler  did  not  fire  tlie  first  shot,  as  I  was  cloijer  to  him  than  anybo<ly ;  after  the 
first  shot  was  fired,  Jndgt«  Bramlette  was  still  in  his  seat ;  he  was  not  struck  by  the 
first  shot ;  I  do  not  know  whether  Warren  Tyler  fired  at  all  or  not ;  I  did 
not  see  any  one  at  the  time  they  were  shot,  but  saw  them  afterward;  I  am 
certain  the  first  shot  did  not  strike  Judge  Bramlette;  do  not  know  where  Font 
was  standing  at  the  time  the  first  shot  was  fired.  Cloptou  was  sitting  betw(*eu 
the  judge  and  the  door  at  the  time,  and  Moore  was  standing  near  the  jud<;e. 
I  went  into  the  chancery  clerk's  office,  aud  remained  there  until  the  firing  was  all 
over,  and  when  I  came  out  I  saw  Cloptou  and  Gus  Ford  lying  in  the  sherifi^s;  Bram- 
lette was  lying  near  where  he  was  sitting  when  I  saw  him  last.  I  heanl  the  sheriff 
tell  Ike  Radford  and  others,  speaking  in  reference  to  the  Alabama  men  who  had 
come  over  there,  that  he  could  do  nothing  without  an  affidavit ;  then  they  weut  and 
had  an  affidavit  made  out,  and  do  not  know  what  the  sherifi'told  them ;  the  sheriff  told  me 
that  they  had  gone  and  got  an  affidavit,  and  wanted  him  to  go  and  arrest  tbone  men, 
and  that  he  was  not  going  to  do  any  such  damn  thing,  saying  that  **  Tliey  always  put 
me  in  everything;  I  know  what  they  want ;  I  won't  go  out  there  and  do'uothiug,  and 
get  my  head  shot  ofi^  and  a  few  niggers  killed ;  that  is  what  they  want ;  1  havo  sent 
old  man  Shearer  and  Thomas  to  see  these  Alabama  parties  and  they  are  not  going  to 
do  anything;"  the  sherifi'  stated  that  Shearer  and  Mr.  Thomas  knew  all  of  these  Ala- 
bama men;  my  understanding  of  the  objects  of  the  meeting  of  the  colored  men  on  Sat- 
urday, was  to  make  some  arrangement  to  keep  out  the  Alabama  Ku-Klux  and  to  keep 
from  being  shot  down ;  William  Dennis  said  in  his  speech  that  he  could  prove  by  vrhite 
and  black  men  that  there  had  been  crowds  lying  around  his  house  of  nights,  -of  white 
men,  and  that  he  (Dennis)  bad  counted  thirty  odd;  and  was  told  by  white  men  that 
they  were  after  him  before  they  came,  and  he  got  some  eight  or  ten  colored  men  to  stay 
with  him,  which  was  the  reason  why  they  did  not  attack  him ;  Dennis  further  said, 
that  if  they  ever  came  again,  or  the  first  crowd  he  found  dodging  around  his  honrte 
after  night,  he  expected  to  kill  some  of  them,  or  try;  Tyler  stated  in  his  8pe<*cb  the 
number  of  his  friends  that  had  been  killed  and  wounded  in  the  county  in  the  last 
twelve  months,  and  asked  the  memljcrs  of  the  Loyal  League  if  they  would  fkW  stick  up 
to  one  another;  they  responded,  **  Yes  ;"  and  he  said  that  was  right;  let  every  man 
come,  white  or  black,  so  that  they  could  keep  the  county  quiet ;  and  so  that  every  man 
could  lie  down  of  nights  without  fears  of  being  killed;  Warren  Tyler  said  they  had 
waited  for  the  officers  aud  intelligent  people  to  make  some  arrangements  to  have  peace, 
and  they  would  not  do  it ;  if  the  law  won't  do  it,  now  let  us  go  ahead  aud  let  ns  adopt 
some  rule,  and  let  us  ask  every  man  to  go  with  us;  aud  to  send  for  old  man  Home 
and  ask  him  to  go  with  us;  and  he  thought  if  he  went  with  us,  we  would  have  peace; 
I  was  in  tlie  habit  of  attending  Aaron  Moore's  church  ;  1  went  there  nearly  every  time 
there  was  preaching  there ;  I  have  known  the  colored  people  to  put  out  watchmen 
around  the  church ;  have  never  seen  them  with  arms ;  I  know  this  was  done  occasion- 
ally, when  they  would  hear  threats ;  I  have  seen  crowds  of  white  people  going  around 
the  church  ;  one  crowd  on  a  week  night  had  guns ;  the  other  on  a  Sunday  night  did 
not ;  this  occurred  when  they  were  holding  church  ser^'ices;  they  never  held  any  Loy- 
al League  meetings  in  the  church  ;  there  were  no  other  services  held  in  the  church  but 
regular  church  services,  and  a  benevolent  society  also  met  there  once  a  week,  whose 
objects  were  to  take  care  of  the  sick  and  bury  the  dead;  I  was  a  meml>er;  I  have 
never  known  any  political  meeting  to  be  held  in  the  church;  the  Baptist  church,  which 
was  burned,  was  built  by  the  Government  for  a  school-house,  and  was  afterwanl  sold 
to  the  colored  people  for  a  church ;  there  was  a  school  kept  there  at  the  time  it  was 
burned,  by  Mr.  HoUin. 

JOHN  W.  KIZEB. 
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Wesley  Lee,  being  sworn : 

I  lived  in  Meridian  at  tho  time  of  the  riot ;  I  waa  present  at  the  time  of  the  troubles 
there ;  1  was  in  the  court-room  at  tho  time  of  the  shooting  there ;  do  not  know  who 
fiivd  the  first  shot ;  my  father,  Isaac  Leo,  was  killed  on  Monday  night  j  I  do  not  know 
who  killed  him ;  on  Monday  evening,  about  two  hours  before  sundown,  two  men,  Isaac 
Adams  and  a  man  who  kept  a  soda-water  factory,  came  to  the  gate  of  my  father's 
bouse  and  called  for  my  father,  (Isaac  Lee;)  my  father  came  to  the  door  and  he  saw 
that  the  men  had  guns,  and  he  started  to  run  ;  Isaac  Adams  called  to  him  to  ^'  halt,^* 
and  he  did  not  halt.,  and  Adams  shot  at  him ;  he  was  running  at  the  time  he  was  shot ; 
he  was  shot  in  the  wrist  with  buckshot ;  he  afterward  ran  over  the  hill  and  got  under 
a  hoase ;  they  went  there  and  got  him  and  carried  him  to  the  court-house  ;  I  saw  him 
.10  morc  after  he  was  arrested  and  taken  to  the  court-house,  as  I  left  Meridian  on  Tues- 
day morning. 

WESLEY  LEE. 

Jacob  Beatty,  being  sworn : 

I  resided  in  Meridian  at  the  time  of  the  riot ;  am  now  living  in  Jackson ;  I  left 
Meridian  on  Friday,  after  the  riot  of  Monday ;  I  was  in  Meridian  on  Monday  of  the 
riot;  I  was  right  across  the  street  in  front  of  the  court-house,  in  a  bakery  where  I 
worked;  on  Tuesday  morning,  about  3  o'clock,  they  came  after  me  and  asked  Mr. 
Lawrence  if  I  was  in  the  shop ;  he  told  them  yes ;  and  Mr.  Lawrence  inquired  of  them 
if  they  wanted  me,  and  they  said  "No,  let  him  alone,  he's  all  right,  we  don't  want 
hlin  f  Mr.  Lawrence  came  in  the  back  room  and  told  me  that  Mr.  Adams  had  been 
there  and  asked  for  me ;  about  twenty  minutes  after  this,  six  men  came  with  their 
^08  and  told  me  to  get  up,  that  they  wanted  me ;  I  was  lying  down  on  a  bench  at  the 
time;  I  put  on  my  shoes,  and  they  took  me  out  and  carried  me  to  the  depot,  and  they 
gare  me  about  four  hundred  lashes,  with  boards  and  sticks,  and  after  tliey  hail  beat 
me  enough,  they  told  me  to  ^et  up  and  go ;  I  got  about  fifty  yards  up  the  hill  and  the^' 
rtopped  me ;  I  was  talking  with  Mr.  Lindley ;  I  asked  him  "  What  thev  wanted  to  take 
me  ont  that  way  and  beat  me  for  f*  He  replied,  "  Do  you  not  know  that  the  Alabam- 
\iw  don't  allow  you  to  have  a  white  man  arrested  f "  I  stepped  off  about  ten  steps  and 
he  then  shot  me ;  when  he  shot  the  first  time  in  the  arm,  I  ran,  and  he  shot  me  again 
throuffh  the  breast  with  a  double-barreled  shot-gun;  I  ran  through  the  building,  and 
another  man  shot  me  through  my  hut  with  a  pistol ;  I  do  not  know  who  he  was;  they 
hanted  for  me  about  a  quarter  of  an  hour  ancl  gave  it  up*  and  went  back ;  I  went  into 
an  old  bnilding,  as  I  could  get  no  further,  and  staid  there  until  daylight ;  at  daylight 
1  got  np  and  got  a  drink  of  water  and  went  down  to  Dr.  Phillips's  office  and  got  mv 
wouuds  dn*ssed,  and  from  there  I  went  home  and  laid  down,  and  stayed  there  atl 
day  Tuesday,  until  night;  I  heard  that  they  were  hunting  for  me;  on  Tuesday 
night  I  went  in  the  bushes  and  staid;  on  Wednesday,  at  a  house  in  the  country, 
I  do  not  know  whose  house  it  was;  on  Thursday  night  1  went  back  to  Meridian. 
I  was  not  disturbed,  as  no  one  knew  I  was  in  town.  I  staid  at  home  Thursday 
night,  and  left  Meridian  on  the  cars  on  Friday  morning.  On  Tuesday  morning, 
(the  second  time  they  came  to  the  house,)  two  men  came  in  after  me ;  I  do  not  know 
who  they  were ;  when  I  got  out  of  the  door  I  saw  four  more ;  three  of  them  I  knew ; 
thej  were  Frank  Lindley,  Isaac  Adams,  and  Lem.  Davis;  they  were  old  citizens;  they 
said  to  me  that  I  had  Mr.  Lindley's  pistol,  and  they  wanted  me  to  give  it  up ;  I  tola 
them  that  I  did  not  have  it,  nor  did  I  know  anything  al>out  it ;  they  told  me  to  come 
on  ami  go  with  them  and  they  would  make  me  get  it;  I  asked  Mr.  Davis  if  they  were 

E3ing  to  kill  me,  and  he  said  that  he  did  not  know;  they  told  me  that  they  had  Mr. 
indiey  under  arrest  also,  and  when  I  got  to  the  depot  I  found  that  Mr.  Lindley  had  a 
gnn;  I  had  no  pistol,  nor  any  arms  at  that  time;  tliey  stripped  me  at  the  depot,  and 
one  man  stood  on  my  head  while  the  others  paddled  me ;  there  were  about  twenty 
tfoimd  me  when  I  got  to  the  depot. 

JACOB  BEATTY. 

J.  Aaron  Moore,  being  sworn : 

Reside  in  Meridian ;  on  Saturday  evening,  about  four  or  five  o'clock,  I  passed  by  the 
<^(mrt-house ;  I  heard  a  noise  up  in  the  court-house,  apparently  as  though  some  one  was 
cpeaking;  I  went  up,  and  when  I  got  up  theroWm.  Dennis,  sometimes  called  Cloptou, 
▼as  speaking ;  I  sat  down  and  listened  at  him  until  he  got  through  speaking ;  after  he 
got  throngh,  Warren  Tyler  read  a  resolution ;  I  do  not  recollect  precisely  the  words  of 
the  resolution ;  bnt  it  was  advocating  poace,  and  said,  inasumch  as  there  had  been  so 
omch  disturbance  in  our  town  lately,  hoped  that  there  will  be  some  steps  taken  for 
peace;  I  sat  there  and  listened  to  him  until  he  made  his  speech ;  after  he  got  through, 
1  made  some  remarks ;  I  said  I  would  be  very  glad  that  if  white  and  colored  would 
onite  together,  as  a  band  of  brothers,  that  they  might  adopt  some  plan  to  keen  the 
Alahamians  from  among  us,  and  to  prevent  disturbance ;  I  further  said,  if  any  colored 
Den  come  from  anywhere  to  disturb  the  white  people  in  this  town,  if  I  saw  them  before 
(hey  did  como  in,  I  should  go  quietly  and  ask  them  to  stop,  and  if  they  did  not  stop. 
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then  I  Bhonld  make  some  other  attempt ;  then  I  said)  suppose  they  Hlioiild  tell  me  they 
would  (ihoot  me  down  if  I  did  not  let  them  alone;  I  would  keep  still  until  I  got  away 
from  them  ;  and  that  I  would  eet  some  colored  men  to  help  me  to  stop  them  ,  aud  if 
we  could  not  do  it,  then  I  would  call  upon  the  white  people ;  and  I  said  I  thought  that 
was  the  way  the  white  people  ought  to  do ;  and  under  this  consideration  we  might 
live  together  like  hrethren ;  we  adjourned  very  shortly  after  that,  and  the  boys  all  went 
down  out  of  the  court-house ;  weut  out  very  quietly  ;  I  started  down ;  Mr.  McMuUins 
called  me  in  the  room  where  he  was,  and  said  to  me :  "I  like  your  remarks  very  well ; 
I  am  just  like  you ;  I  am  opposed  to  the  Alabamians  coming  here  t<o  disturb  the  peace 
among  us."  After  that  I  went  home ;  after  the  men  came  out  of  the  court-house,  they 
were  all  in  a  line,  marching  and  beating  a  drum,  as  usual ;  after  supper  my  wife  went 
to  the  door;  I  was  reading,  and  some  one  cried  out  that  there  was  a  tire  down  town  ; 
I  got  up  and  looked  out,  and  saw  the  fire ;  about  an  hour  afterwards  Kizer  came  up  to 
my  house  and  said  they  had  killed  Wm.  Dennis  down  town ;  some  of  the  boys  that 
were  there  with  me  asked  what  they  killed  him  for ;  there  were  two  or  thrtie  there  with 
me,  and  he  said  that  he  was  drunk  aud  cutting  up  there,  and  that  a  crowd  of  them 
started  to  take  him  off  and  kill  him,  and  Dennis  pulled  back  and  refused  to  go,  and  he 
said  Marcellus  Coleman  knocked  him  in  the  head  with  a  shot-gun ;  I  heard  nothing  more 
then  abtmt  that ;  in  a  space  of  an  hour  or  an  hour  and  a  half,  some  one  was  passing 
by  my  house,  and  I  heard  them  say  that  about  seventy-live  white  men  had  got 
their  guns  aud  had  eone  down  to  get  Bill  Dennis;  then  everything  appeare<l  to 
bo  quiet ;  I  went  to  sleep  ;  I  was  down  town  about  sundown  ;  I  went  down  especi- 
ally to  S(!e  the  sheriff;  I  saw  him ;  had  a  long  talk  with  him;  I  aisked  him  if  he 
thought  Deuuis  would  be  safe  in  the  court-house  that  night ;  he  replied  that  he 
thought  that  he  would,  for  he  intended  to  put  such  men  to  guard  him  as  to  hold  them 
riisponsible  for  him;  Isaac  Radfoi*d  and  Warren  Tyler  went  with  me  to  see  the  sheriff, 
and  were  present  while  I  was  talking  to  him ;  I  further  said  to  him,  to  keep  any  suspi- 
cion or  hard  thoughts  from  any  class,  ''Won't  it  be  a  good  thing  to  have  the  guanls 
ilivided— some  white  and  some  colored  f"  and  he  said  he  did  not  know,  but  if  we 
thought  it  was  best  he  would  do  it;  I  told  him  I  thought  it  best,  as  it  would  keep 
down  hard  feelings ;  he  then  said  to  Tyler  and  Radford :  "  Go  and  get  me  some  good, 
reliable  colored  men,  and  fetch  them  here ;"  we  were  at  his  house  at  this  time ;  then 
saya  he, "  Nevermind,  we  will  go  down  to  the  court-house  and  see  Belk,  the  deputy  sheriff;'' 
we  weut  down,  and  he  called  Mr.  Belk  out,  and  said  to  him :  "  Mr.  Belk,  Aaron  and  tlie 
boys  desire  to  have  the  guards  mixed  to-night,  what  do  you  think  of  it  f"  Mr.  Belk 
said  that ''  I  have  got  my  guards  all  fixed  and  I  do  not  want  to  change  them;"  Mr. 
Mosely  said  that  he  would  rather  that  they  should  be  mixed  if  Mr.  Belk  was  willing: 
Mr.  Belk  replied  again  that  he  did  not  want  his  guard  changed,  and  that  he  ''  did  nut 
want  any  colored  men  about  here  to-night  at  all;"  then  Mr.  Belk  miid  to  me  that 
''there  would  bo  a  large  quantity  of  men  here  to-night  from  a  distance;"  I  then  said, 
"  Mr.  I3elk,  if  the  Alabamians  are  coming  here  to-night,  do  you  thiuk  there  is  going  to  be 
any  fuss ;"  he  replied,  **  I  did  not  say  that  there  would  be  auy  Alabama  men  here  to- 
night. I  said  there  would  be  a  quantity  of  men  here  from  a  distance;"  I  then  asked 
him  confidentially  what  he  meant  by  that ;  he  then  took  me  one  side  and  said  that 
"  They  have  had  a  meeting  here  to-day,  and  that  three  or  four  men  have  got  to 
leave  this  town  at  once ;  there  will  be  a  committee  appointed  to  wait  upon  them, 
and  your  name  was  brought  up  in  the  committee,  but  it  was  fought  down  by  some  of 
the  best  citizens  of  this  town.  Wm.  Sturgis,  Bill  Dennis,  and  Warren  Tyler^^  have  got 
to  leave  this  place."  By  this  time,  Mr.  Mosely,  Radford,  Tyler,  Belk,  and  myself  had 
all  got  together  again  ;  Mr.  Mosely  said,  "  Warren,  you  and  Radford  go  and  fetch  me  a 
dozen  good  colored  men."  We  all  then  broke  up  ;  I  then  weut  and  got  my  supper  and 
weut  to  ray  church  ;  after  we  had  sung  and  I  had  taken  my  text,  Warren  came  to  the 
pulpit  where  1  was  and  says  to  me :  "  I  had  them  men  carrying  them  down  town  and 
met  some  white  men  who  took  their  guns  away  from  them,  and  they  said  that  Mr. 
Mosely  had  told  them  to  go  and  disarm  the  colored  men."  He  said  further  to  me :  "  If 
I  was  you,  I  would  break  up  meeting,  as  there  are  white  men  all  ai'ound  the  church.'' 
I  said  to  him  the  worship  of  the  Lorn  must  go  on  ;  I  kept  on  preaching  my  sermon, 
and  just  before  I  got  through  Kizer  came  in  and  said  that  Mr.  Mosely  had  given  oitiers 
to  disarm  all  of  the  colored  men  and  keep  them  up  here ;  on  Monday  morning  I  asked 
Mr.  Mosely  if  he  had  given  orders  to  disarm  the  colored  men,  and  he  replied  that  he 
had  ;  I  was  present  at  themeetiug  on  Monday  ;  there  was  a  resolution  before  the  meet- 
ing to  petition  the  governor  to  have  him  remove  Sturgis,  and  to  the  eflect  that, 
if  the  governor  would  not  remove  him,  that  they  would  do  it;  Mr.  Coleman 
got  up  and  said  :  "  Gentlemen,  I  insist  that  you  do  not  send  such  a  resoln- 
tion  as  that  to  the  governor ;"  there  was  another  resolution  to  the  efiect  that  the  nig- 
gers were  disturbing  the  peace ;  this  resolution  was  also  to  go  to  the  governor ;  Mr.  Cole 

*     :  to  the 


man  said  that  he  was  opposed  to  that  resolution  going  to  the  governor,  as  there  is  some 
just  as  mean  white  people  as  there  is  colored  people  here.  About  10  o'clock  in  the 
morning  I  was  in  the  chancery  clerk's  office  talking  to  Mr.  Smith,  the  clerk,  and 
Warren  Tyler,  and  was  notified  by  the  sheriff  that  I  and  Warren  Tyler  could  consider 
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oniMlves  under  arrest ;  I  inquired  of  him,  "  for  what  f '  and  he  replied,  "  for  holding 
that  meeting  on  Saturday  f  I  replied,  ^'  good  graoions  !  can  we  not  hold  a  little  meet- 
ing; without  being  arrested  f"  he  said  to  me,  "  never  mind,  you  will  not  be  hurt,"  and 
to  gooD  about  my  business,  and  report  back  there  at  2  o^clock  ;  he  did  not  take  Tyler 
into  custody  at  that  time,  and  he  further  told  me  to  go  in  and  listen  to  the  speeches ; 
it  W.  W.  Shearer  spoke  when  I  went  in,  and  said :  "  Gentlemen,  here  is  our  repre- 
seutative,  I  should  like  to  hear  from  him,"  and  they  would  not  let  me  speak ;  said, 
"no!  no!  we  don't  want  to  hear  anything  from  him/'  1  went  from  there  home,  and 
retomed  to  the  court-house  about  2  o'cIock  ;  after  the  organization  of  the  court  I  was 
asked  by  the  prosecuting  attorney  if  I  had  any  counsel,  and  I  replied,  "  no ;  as  I 
had  done  nothing,  I  did  not  need  any/'  Mr.  Berry  was  the  Urst  witness  examined  ; 
Hr.  Brantley  was  the  next  witness ;  after  he  bad  finished  his  testimony,  Tyler,  who 
was  on  trial,  asked  him  not  to  take  his  seat,  as  he  wished  to  introduce  two  wit- 
newes  to  impeach  his  testimony :  at  this,  Mr.  Brantley  took  a  stick,  which  was 
lying  on  the  t^ble  in  front  of  tne  Justice,  and  stai-ted  toward  Tyler ;  the  marshal 
took  hold  of  Brantley,  and  Tylei;  at  the  time  retreated  toward  the  door  leading 
into  the  sheriff's  office;  about  this  time  I  heard  cries  of  "Shoot  him!"  ''Shoot 
him!''  Then  the  firing  commenced;  Tyler  bad  no  pistol  in  his  hand  when  he  passed  by 
me:  I  do  not  know  whether  he  had  a  pistol  on  him  or  not ;  he  was  sitting  between  me 
and  Jndge  Bramlette,  and  in  going  out  passed  by  me^  it  appeared  to  me  that  the  first 
shot  came  from  about  the  middle  of  the  house ;  who  did  the  bring  I  do  not  know ;  I  am 
confident  that  Tyler  had  nothing  whatever  in  his  hands ;  if  he  had  anything  in  his 
hands  I  could  have  seen  it;  I  haa  no  arms  at  the  time ;  I  knew  nothing  of  the  meeting 
of  Saturday  before  it  was  held;  I  lefb  Jackson  for  Meridian  on  Friday  morning;  Clop- 
ton  and  Badford  had  bi^en  here,  and  went  over  with  me ;  Clopton  came  over  to  Jackson 
to  bring  a  petition  to  the  governor,  for  the  purpose  of  having  Mayor  Sturgis  retained 
in  office;  I  was  not  wounded  in  the  difficulty;  after  the  firing  was  over  1  left  the 
ooorthoiuje,  went  home,  and  then  left  Meridian. 

J.  AARON  MOORE. 

Wm.  Harris,  being  sworn : 

I  lived  in  Meridian  before  the  riot ;  am  now  living  in  Jackson.  I  was  in  Meridian  at 
the  time  of  the  riot.  I  was  not  at  the  court-house  when  the  shooting  took  place  ;  I 
know  nothing  of  the  shooting  there.  When  I  first  saw  Tyler  after  the  shooting  he  was 
coining  toward  my  house,  led  by  two  men.  He  was  shot  very  badly  at  the  time.  They 
broa^ht  him  into  my  houso,  and  Tyler  asked  me  to  protect  him.  I  closed  the  doors, 
bat  the  crowd  outside  made  me  open  them.  Tyler  haid  in  the  meanwhile  passed 
through  the  yard  into  the  shoe  shop  of  Parker,  the  second  door  from  my  house.  Tyler 
told  me  that  he  had  been  shot  twice.  In  the  crowd  that  was  pursuing  Tyler  I  saw  with 
gnns  Bob  Coleman,  sr.,  and  Bob  Coleman,  jr.,  Hugh  Wilson,  and  George  Schell,  all  citi- 
zens of  Meridian.  These  were  among  the  number  that  came  to  my  door  and  demandt^d 
admittance.  I  was  punched  in  the  tace  with  a  gun  by  some  one  of  them.  Mr.  ScUell 
begged  of  them  not  to  kill  me.  There  were  so  many  in  the  crowd  when  they  found 
Tyler  that  I  could  not  tell  who  shot  him.  The  sheriff  rode  around  where  Tyler  was 
foand,  just  before  he  was  found,  and  said,  **  Find  him,  damn  him,"  and  rode  away  again. 
The  deputy,  Mr.  Belk,  was  around  there  with  a  pistol  in  his  hand.  I  cannot  say  that 
the  Alalmmians  were  the  sole  cause  of  these  troubles,  as  I  bad  heard  it  whispered  about 
among  the  people  before  they  came  over.  I  left  Meridian  on  the  10th  of  March.  Mr. 
Coleman  drew  a  gun  on  me  and  threatened  to  shoot  me,  and  I  learned  that  he  broke 
the  trigger  trying  to  shoot  me. 

his 
WILLIAM  4-  HARRIS, 
mark. 

Harris  Richardson,  being  sworn : 

I  lived  in  Meridian  at  the  time  of  the  riot;  among  the  party  of  Alabamians  that 
came  over  to  Meridian,  I  knew  Stephen  Renfeau  and  his  brother,  and  Josh  Sledge,  all 
from  Livingston,  Sumter  County,  Alabama ;  I  saw  these  parties  in  Meridian  several 
times ;  they  were  in  Meridian  on  Suudny  just  before  the  riot  of  Monday.  I  lived  in 
Sumter  County,  Alabama,  at  Livingston,  for  twenty -odd  years,  and  was  run  away 
from  there  last  August ;  I  was  shot  in  the  head  over  there.  Reufeau  was  the  captain 
of  the  men  that  raised  the  row  in  Livingston  last  August,  and  the  other  men  mentioned 
above  were  in  the  same  party. 

his 
HARRIS  X  RICHARDSON, 
mark. 

'  Nathan  Clemens,  being  sworn : 

I  Jived  in  Meridian  at  the  time  of  the  riot ;  I  was  near  the  court-house  when  the 
shooting  in  the  court-house  occurred ;  saw  nothing  of  it ;  1  saw  Isaac  Adams  draw  his 
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gun  on  old  man  Lee,  and  halt  him  ;  I  then  turned  my  head  and  heard  the  stan  fired;  I 
thiuk  it  was  Adams  that  shot  Lee ;  this  occurred  in  Mrs.  Heuston's  yard ;  this  occurred 
after  the  fuss  in  the  court-house  was  over,  and  while  I  was  on  my  way  home,  about  a 
half  a  mile  from  the  court-house. 

his 
NATHAN  X  CLEMENS, 
mai'k. 

William  Horke,  being  sworn : 

I  resided  in  Meridian  at  the  time  of  the  late  disturbances  there ;  occupation,  barber ; 
on  Sunday  ui^ht,  March  5th,  I  was  notified  by  Warren  Tyler  to  go  down  and  act  as  a 
guard  over  Bill  Dennis ;  I  got  my  gun  and  started  down  town  for  that  purpose ;  ou 
the  way  to  the  court-house,  Just  this  side  of  Mr.  Mosely^s,  I  met  twelve  men,  who 
took  my  gun  away  from  me  and  snapped  three  caps  at  me.  On  Tuesday,  March  7th, 
three  men,  Albert  Allman,  £d.  Meridan,  and  the  third  I  cannot  call  his  name,  all  from 
Eutaw,  Alabama,  came  into  the  house  where  I  was  helping  to  shroud  Gus.  Fonl,  who 
was  just  killed,  and  drew  a  pistol  on  me,  and  one  of  them  shot  at  me;  I  noticed 
where  Ford  was  shot ;  it  was  in  the  left  side ;  I  know  of  one  man's  being  taken 
back  to  Alabama  since  the  riot ;  his  name  was  Scott ;  he  was  taken  away  by  Mr. 
Joe  Reynolds,  a  clerk  in  Pollard's  store,  in  Eutaw,  Alabama ;  X  know  him  well ;  I 
Iraow  that  he  is  a  mighty  man  for  killing  niggers  when  he  got  a  chance;  I  have 
seen  him  shoot  three;  the  man  that  was  taken  back  to  Alabama,  from  Meridian, 
was  under  a  bond  of  $200  at  Kutaw,  for  his  appearance  there  for  some  rascality  coin* 
mitt4)d,  and  ran  away  from  there.;  these  facts  in  reference  to  his  being  under  bond 
X  learned  from  Mr.  Reynolds. 

Question.  Do  you  know  the  name  of  the  man  who  shot  at  you  when  you  were  passing 
out  of  Gus.  Ford's  house  ? 

Jnstver.  Alfred  Allman. 

Quesium,  At  what  time,  of  your  own  knowledge,  was  Reynolds  clerking  for  Pollard  f 

Answer,  He  was  clerking  there  in  December  and  January  last. 

hit 
WILLIAM  -f  HORNE. 
mark. 

Witness : 

W.  H.  FCRNISS. 

Aleck  Joseph,  being  sworn : 

I  lived  in  Meridian  at  the  time  of  the  riot.  I  am  now  living  in  Jackson.  I  was  on 
police  duty  at  the  time  of  the  meeting  on  Saturday.  I  was  so  employed  by  the  mayor, 
William  Sturgis.  I  was  present  at  the  meeting  which  was  held  on  Saturday,  March  4, 
1871. 

Question.  What  was  the  meeting  held  for  f 

Ansicer.  I  do  not  know  what  the  meeting  was  called  for,  bnt  they  spoke  abont  putting 
down  the  Ku-Klux  business.  I  do  not  know  who  was  president  of  the  meeting ;  do  not 
think  that  they  had  any.  After  the  meeting  we  came  down  and  marched  around  a 
little. 

Question.  Did  you  have  any  company  there  f 

Anstcer.  There  was  a  company  begun  there,  but  it  never  was  finished  ;  I  had  been 
elected  captain  bnt  never  commissioned ;  after  marching  about  we  dismissed  abont  sun- 
down ;  the  next  thing  that  occurred  the  fire  broke  out,  a  little  after  dark ;  I  was  in 
my  house  at  the  time ;  I  was  not  present  at  the  meeting  on  Monday  morning ;  I  was 
present  at  the  trial  in  the  evening;  I  saw  Tom  Hill  at  the  trial  in  the  evening  take  his 
])i8tol  out  and  present  it,  and  I  am  pretty  sure  that  he  fired  it ;  he  shot  toward  the 
door  of  the  court-house. 

Question.  State  whether  or  not  you  know  who  fired  the  first  shot  7 

Answer.  That  I  do  not  know ;  I  saw  Warren  Tyler  just  before  the  shooting  com- 
menced make  toward  the  door  leading  into  the  sheriff's  office ;  I  could  see  him  plainl^^ ; 
I  did  not  see  anything  in  his  hand ;  he  did  not  have  a  pistol  in  his  hand ;  I  was  where 
I  could  have  seen  it  if  he  had  one ;  I  do  not  know  who  did  the  first  or  last  shooting  ; 
I  saw  the  man  whom  I  mentioned  shoot;  I  dro|%ped  down  on  the  floor;  when  the 
shooting  ceased,  I  raised  up  and  saw  Judge  Bramlette  lying  with  his  head  in  a  chair 
where  he  had  fallen ;  he  fell  in  the  opposite  direction  from  the  sheriflTs  office ;  the  mar- 
shal told  me  to  lay  him  down  on  the  floor,  and  turn  a  chair  over  and  place  it  under  his 
head ;  he  was  de«'id  at  this  time ;  about  the  time  Brantley  got  np  to  strike  Tyler,  the 
judge  got  up,  and  at  that  time  some  one  cried  out,  *^  Shoot  the  damn  rascal !"  then  the 
firing  commenced  ;  about  fifteen  minutes  after  the  judge  was  killed.  Ike  Adams  and  a 
Mr.  Snow,  who  is  employed  in  a  music  store,  came  into  the  court-house  and  said  to  me, 
**  You  are  no  friend  of  mine ;"  kicked  me  twice,  and  said,  **  God  damn  you,  get  out  of 
here !"  and  raised  a  gun  to  strike  me ;  I  started  down  stairs,  and  the  last  I  saw  of 
Adams  he  had  a  gun  to  his  face  as  if  to  shoot  me. 
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Qucsihn,  Had  you  ever  been  mistreated  before  that  by  the  white  people  there  T 
Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  During  this  excitement  did  you  see  any  colored  men  with  guns  t 
Answer.  I  saw  two  or  three  colored  men  on  Saturday  night  from  the  country,  who 
came  in  with  guns,  and  I  asked  them  what  they  were  doing  with  guns,  as  these  were 
exciting  times ;  and  they  said  that  they  had  beim  working  out  there  getting  out  cross- 
ties,  and  coming  home  brought  their  guns  with  them. 

his 
ALECK  -f  JOSEPH, 
mark. 
Witness: 

W.  H.  FURNISS. 

Ghanvillk  Richards,  being  sworn : 

I  live  in  Meridian  ;  lived  there  at  the  time  of  the  riot.  I  was  at  the  meeting  on  Sat- 
nnl«iy,  March  4,  and  was  also  at  the  meeting  on  Monday.  I  was  near  the  house  in 
TFliich  Tyler  was  killed,  and  saw  the  persons  at  the  time  he  was  killed  going  in  and  out 
of  tben^.  I  heard  Moses  Adams  make  the  remark  that  "  He  knew  that  he  had  die- 
chained  twenty-six  buckshot  at  him.^'  Isaac  Adams  was  also  in  the  crowd ;  I  heard  him 
say  uorhing.  I  left  Meridian  on  the  Thursday  following  the  riot ;  I  left  because  they 
had  threatened  my  life ;  they  came  to  my  house  on  Tuesday  night  and  shot  my  dog, 
broke  down  my  gate  and  palings,  and  took  my  pistol  off  from  my  mautlepiece,  in  my 
house.  They  went  over  to  Mrs.  Floumoy^s  house — some  dissipated  women  staid  there — 
(by  dissipated  women  I  mean  women  not  of  good  charact-er)  and  they  told  my  wife, 
and  my  wife  told  me,  that  these  m<«n  made  threats  against  me,  in  which  they  said  that 
they  were  coming  t^o  kill  me  ou  Wednesday  night.  I  left  immediately  when  I  got  this 
word.  On  Wednesday  night  they  did  come  to  kill  me.  I  went  back  Thursday  morn- 
ing, and  immediately  left  Meridian  for  Jackson.  Of  the  party  that  was  to  my  house 
on  Tuesday  night,  I  knew  John  Barrett,  Tliomas  Hill,  and  M.  V.  PuUens.  I  hod  been 
a  policeman  in  Meridian  sixteen  months  prioi  to  the  1st  of  February,  when  I  resigned. 
I  was  never  mistreated  by  persons  in  Meridian  before.  I  heard  they  were  going  to  kill 
all  of  the  nigger  policemen. 

bis 

GRAKVILLE  -f  RICHARDS. 

mark. 

Witness: 

W.  H.  FURNISS. 


Washington,  D.  C,  June  21, 1871. 

E.  P.  JACOBSON  sworn  and  examined. 
By  the  Chairman  : 

Qves/jon.  Where  do  yon  reside  t 

Anstrer.  At  Vicksburg,  Mississippi. 

Question.  How  lopg  have  you  resided  there  t 

Answer.  About  fifteen  months. 

Question.  Have  you  resided  that  long  in  that  one  place  t 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  How  long  have  you  lived  in  the  State? 

Answer.  About  the  same  time,  fifteen  months. 

Question.  What  oflScial  position,  if  any,  do  you  hold  there  f 

Answer.  I  am  United  States  district  attorney  for  the  southern  district  of  Mississippi. 

Question.  Give  us  such  information  as  you  majr  have  derived  in  your  official  position, 
daring  the  period  yon  have  been  there,  respecting  the  execution  of  the  law  in  that 
State  and  the  security  of  person  and  property  T 

Answer.  Well,  sir,  the  only  class  of  law  which  has  come  under  my  supervision  and  in 
r^ard  to  which  I  should  be  able  to  testify,  is  the  revenue  laws  ;  they  are  almost  the 
only  cases,  because  we  have  very  little  jurisdiction  in  Mississippi  which  would  involve 
a  test  as  to  whether  the  people  were  law-abiding.  We  have  no  jurisdiction  in  Missis- 
sippi which  would  bring  up  before  our  court  cases  where  the  test  could  be  applied  whether 
the  people  were  law-abiding  or  not,  in  the  manner  in  which  I  suppose  other  courts 
have  an  opportunity  to  test  the  question.  That  is,  wo  have  none  of  the  usual  criminal 
ca«s;  none  such  as  frequently  occur  in  some  places,  to  show  lawlessness  or  the  con- 
trary. We  have  revenue  coses  in  the  main,  and  in  reganl  to  those  cases  I  think  I  can 
My  that  at  this  day  the  law  is  pretty  well  obeyed  in  our  State.  Prosecutions  have  taken 
place  there  of  those  who  have  failed  to  obey  the  law ;  and  at  this  day  I  thiuk  there  is 
a  di^MSition  to  obey  the  law. 
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Question.  Where  it  is  disobeyed,  is  there  any  difficnity  in  bringing  the  offenders  16 
justice,  through  the  medium  of  the  courts  in  that  district  t 

Antnrer.  As  regards  those  cases  f 

Question,  Any  cases  whatever  over  which  yon  have  jurisdiction  f 

Answer,  No,  sir. 

Question.  The  law  can  be  executed  in  that  district  without  obstruction  f 

Answer.  Well,  I  am  now  testifying  in  regard  to  my  official  experience,  and  therefore 
only  in  regard  to  matters  which  have  come  before  me  officially.  I  am  not  now  speak- 
ing of  my  general  knowledge.  Speaking  from  my  official  information,  I  think  the  law 
ciiu  be  enforced  without  difficulty  in  our  district. 

By  Mr.  Van  Trump  : 
Question.  How  does  your  district  run  geographically  f 
.  Ansicer.  East  and  west.    It  comprises  the  southern  half  of  the  State— or  rather  more 
than  half. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  You  mean  that  the  line  dividing  the  two  districts  runs  east  and  west  f 

Anmrer.  Yes,  sir;  my  district  comprises  the  southern  part  of  the  State.  The  line 
which  divides  the  two  districts  is  a  little  above  the  middle  of  the  State. 

Question.  In  the  United  States  district  court  in  which  your  duties  are  discharged, 
have  thefe  been  any  indictments  under  either  the  act  of  1870,  called  the  enforcement 
act,  or  the  act  of  Congress  passed  at  the  recent  session  for  the  suppression  of  what  are 
known  as  Ku-Klux  disorders  7 

Answer.  ^,  sir.  I  wish  to  state  that,  since  the  passage  of  the  last  law  on  that  sub- 
ject, we  have  had  no  court.  There  have  been  some  occurrences  in  our  State  ;  but  we 
have  had  no  court  whereat  there  was  a  grand  jury.  Since  the  passage  of  that  law 
there  have  been  some  occurrences  in  that  State  which  I  had  expected  to  examine  into 
at  the  next  court,  meeting  on  Monday  next. 

Question.  Have  you  made  any  preliminary  examination  into  those  cases? 

Anstter.  No,  sir.  For  the  purpose  of  saving  expense  to  the  Government,  I  have 
observed  the  practice  of  postponing  all  examinations  until  the  term  of  court,  becanse 
the  parties  who  generally  come  before  us  are  persons  who  are  not  likely  to  run  out  of 
the  State,  and,  if  they  do,  the  writ  of  the  United  States  reaches  them  bM  over  the 
United  States. 

Question.  Have  the  complainants  been  before  youf  How  do  you  know  of  the  occor- 
reuce  of  these  cases  t 

Answer.  Well,  sir,  both  from  newspaper  reports  and  because  of  some  complaints 
which  have  been  before  me,  and  in  particular  one,  which,  however,  does  not  concern 
my  district — ^a  complaint  of  some  lawlessness  exercised  against  a  person  up  in  Oktib- 
beha County,  which  is  in  the  northern  district.  After  listening  to  the  complaint,  and 
finding  that  it  did  not  belong  to  my  district,  I  referred  it  to  the  district  attorney  in  the 
northern  district. 

Question.  In  that  case  in  which  complaint  was  made  before  you  as  an  officer,  you  found 
that  you  had  no  jurisdiction  f 

Anstcer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  What  was  the  nature  of  that  case  f 

Answer.  The  complainant,  I  think,  was  named  McLaughlin.  He  seemed  to  be  an  in- 
telligent man.  He  was  accompanied  by  another  gentleman,  whose  name  I  do  not  now 
remember.  They  were  referred  to  me  by  Governor  Alcorn,  to  whom  they  presented 
their  complaint.  They  stated  to  me  that  this  man  McLaughlin  had  come  op  into  Ok- 
tibbeha County  as  a  teacher,  and,  after  spending  some  little  time  there  as  a  teacher,  the 
idea  was  suggested  among  some  of  the  negroes — possibly  it  was  suggested  by  him  to 
them,  I  suppose — at  any  rate  the  idea  was  entertained — of  establishing  a  sort  of  society 
store,  which  was  carried  out,  and  McLaughlin  was  appointed  manager  of  the  concern. 
Soon  after  he  had  opened  the  store  and  was  prospering  in  it,  as  he  stated  to  me,  he  was 
surrounded  one  night  by  a  party  of  persons — ^no,  he  first  received  some  notices  to  qnit 
that  neighborhood,  which  he  did  not  do.  Some  time  after  that  he  was  surrounded  by 
a  party  of  .persons  with  guns  and  pistols  at  night,  and  they  attempted  to  ^et  into  his 
store.  He  iiad  had  some  little  notice  that  an  attempt  would  be  msuie  to  injure  him  or 
to  surround  him  there,  and  he  had  provided  himself  with  aid,  consisting  of  two  or 
three  friends.  They  were  surrounded  at  night  by  a  party  of  persons  armed  with 
pistols  and  guns,  who  attempted  to  break  into  the  store.  They  partially  suc- 
ceeded; they  broke  open  a  shutter,  I  believe,  and  one  of  his  doors;  and  they  sum- 
moned him  to  come  out.  As  he  stated,  feeling  himself  secure  in  there  in  the  dark, 
with  his  friends  about  him,  well  armed,  he  declined  to  do  so,  and  told  them  if 
they  had  any  business  with  him  he  was  prepared  to  receive  them  in  there.  After  a 
while  they  seemed  to  regard  the  attempt  to  injure  him  that  night  as  useless,  and  they 
abandoned  the  place.  The  next  day,  as  he  told  me,  he  visited  the  sherift's  office  and 
complained  to  him  of  the  occurrence ;  and  the  sheriff  visited  some  ot  the  parties,  (Mc- 
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Laugliliu  bad  recognized  some  of  tbom,}  and  enjoined  npon  them  not  to  repeat  the  dis- 
tarbance.  The  sheriff,  it  seems,  and  some  prominent  persons  of  the  place,  proceeded 
together  to  the  different  parties,  and  cantioued  them  not  to  do  that  again,  or  rather 
urged  them  not  to  do  it  again ;  and  they  promised  not  to  do  it.  Thereupon  they  as- 
sored  McLanghlin  that  ho  should  not  be  disturbed  again.  But,  notwithstanding  that, 
some  nights  afterward  they  visited  him  again  in  disguise,  and  surrounded  his  house. 
I  tie  not  recollect  whether*  he  stated  to  me  that  they  fired  upon  him  or  not.  I  know 
they  attempted  some  violence,  and  used  some  very  harsh  language.  I  will  not  say  that 
tbey  fired  or  attempted  to  injure  him. 

(^ae^iion.  This  is  his  account  to  you  t 

An9urer.  Yes,  sir ;  my  impression  is  that  they  summoned  him  to  come  out ;  that  they 
beleaguered  his  place  until  daylight,  and  told  him  if  he  did  not  leave  that  neighborhood 
they  woidd  kill  liim.  The  sheriff  having  assured  him  he  would  not  be  disturbed,  he 
had  not  kept  his  usual  guard  about  the  house ;  and,  as  he  expressed  himself,  he  was 
very  much  frightened.  In  fact,  they  did  take  him  out  that  night,  carried  him  *»omo 
distance,  threatened  to  kill  him,  and  used  all  sorts  of  violent  language  toward  him. 
Finally  somebody  interposed,  or  something  occurred.  I  do  not  recollect  the  circum- 
Ktanoes.  However,  they  let  him  go,  with  an  injunction  that  he  should  leave  or  ho 
would  be  killed. 

Queittion,  Did  they  assign  to  him  any  reason  why  he  should  leave  T 

An$ver.  Well,  sir,  I  do  not  think  that  any  reasons  were  specifically  assigned ;  I  goth- 
ere<l  from  the  expressions  which  passed  on  the  occasion,  as  related  to  mo  by  Mr. 
McLanghlin,  that  they  were  political  reasons;  that  is,  if  political  reasons  may  be  con- 
sidered to  consist  in  an  objection  which  those  parties  surrounding  him  and  troubling 
him  seem  to  have  had  to  his  associating  with  and  managing  the  affairs  of  the  negroes. 

Question,  Did  they  assign  that  to  him  as  a  reason  why  he  should  leave  f  Did  he  so 
state  to  you  f 

Anmcer.  I  gathered  that  from  his  conversation.  I  understood  him  to  say  that  they 
Raid  he  was  consorting  with  negroes,  and  implied  that  he  was  disturbing  or  exciting 
their  minds. 

QuesiUm.  When  did  this  occurrence  take  place  f   , 

Anmrer,  My  recollection  is  that  it  occurred  some  two  months  or  so  ago. 

^luition.  Have  you  any  authentic  information  of  any  other  occurrences  of  that  char- 
acter in  your  own  district  or  any  other  part  of  the  State  t 

JiMtcfT.  I  know  of  a  report  made  to  Governor  Alcorn,  by  a  committee  sent  by  him  to 
Meridian  to  investigate  an  affair  there. 

Qumtion,  A  legislative  report  f 

Amvkt.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  You  mean  a  report  of  a  joint  committee  sent  by  the  legislature  7 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Queiiion,  We  have  that  report.  Has  there  been  any  other  recent  occurrence  of  that 
character  coming  within  your  knowledge  as  a  public  officer  T 

Ansicer.  I  know  of  no  others  ;  and  I  know  oi  none  that  have  occurred  that  were  re- 
ported in  the  newspapers  previously. 

QftestUm.  So  far,  then,  as  your  knowledge  goes,  have  there  been  in  that  portion  of 
Miadssippi  an v  disturbances  of  the  public  peace  by  any  band  of  lawless  men  f 

Answer.  Well,  sir,  not  very  recently. 

Question.  You  believe,  then,  that  in  that  part  of  the  State  comprised  within  your 
diiftrict  the  execution  of  the  law  is  effective,  and  that  life  and  property  are  secure 
there! 

Answer.  I  am  not  prepared  to  assent  to  that. 

Question.  If  not,  state  why  ? 

Answ-er,  1  confine  myself  strictly,  because  of  the  form  of  the  qnestion,  to  my  official 
knowledge. 

Question,  Go  on  and  give  us  any  knowledge  you  may  have  as  a  citizen  npon  this 
question. 

Answer.  In  some  of  the  counties — and  the  county  in  which  I  live  is  among  them — 
life  and  property  are,  I  think,  as  secure  as  they  are  anywhere  in  the  United  States,  sub- 
ject only  to  such  accidents  as  are  likely  to  occur  elsewhere — such  lawlessness  as  is 
common  anywhere.  There  are,  however,  some  counties  in  my  district,  and  in  the 
State,  where  such  is  not  the  case. 

QuesUon.  Name  them  ? 

Answer,  Well,  I  should  include  Lauderdale  as  one  in  the  list. 

QnestioH.  Name  all,  referring  to  the  map,  if  necessary,  to  refresh  your  recollection. 

Answer.  I  wish  to  state  that  in  my  reflections  upon  this  subject  I  have  always  gen- 
eralized. I  have  not  particularized  my  thoughts  so  as  to  be  able  to  point  to  any  par- 
ticular connt>\  I  have  seen  so  much  of  Lauderdale  that  I  am  persuaded  that  it  is  a 
county  which  is  not  well  regulated — where  life  and  property  are  not  safe.  I  know  I 
ihonld  not  care  to  live  in  Lauderdale  and  assert  my  principles  if  they  were  contrary 
to  the  principles  of  the  prevailing  race. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


J 


56  CONDITION   OF  AFFAIRS   IN   THE   SOUTHERN   STATES. 

Question,  Name  tbe  conaties  in  which  you  think  such  a  state  of  affairs  exists,  and 
then  give  iis  the  reason  for  that  opinion. 

Anmcer,  l^Yom  my  personal  knowledge^  I  shonld  speak  in  particular  of  Oktibbeha, 
Lauderdale,  and,  I  think,  Winona.    I  don't  like  to  particularize. 

Question,  If  there  are  any  counties  or  districts  in  Mississippi  in  which  there  is  law- 
lessness which  cannot  be  reached  by  the  ordinary  process  of  law,  we  want  to  know 
which  they  are. 

Anstctr.  I  should  say,  generally,  that  the  district  most  marked  is  the  eastern  part  of 
the  State,  along  the  Alabama  line. 

Question,  To  what  extent  on  that  eastern  border,  so  far  as  your  information  goes,  do 
these  disorders  exist  f 

Answer.  Perhaps  in  the  immediate  counties  only. 

Question.  What  knowledge  have  you  on  that  subject  f 

Mr.  Van  Trump.  The  witness  will  recollect  that  the  question  of  the  Chairman  wns 
whether  there  are  parts  of  the  State  in  which  the  decrees  of  the  courts  cannot  be 
enforced. 

The  Chairman.  My  question  was  whether  the  law  can  be  executed  there  in  all 
classes  of  cases  f  If  there  are  any  exceptions,  state  them,  and  your  reasons  for  think- 
ing tliem  so. 

Ansirer.  I  cannot  particularize  any  counties,  because,  as  I  have  already  olwerved.  I 
have  thought  of  this  matter — every  good  citizen  has  thought  of  it ;  everj"  person  having 
an  interest  in  the  State  has  thought  of  it — only  in  a  general  way.  I  have  never  fast- 
ened upon  my  mind  any  particular  occuiTence ;  but  these  occurences  have  made  an 
impreHsion  upon  my  mind  and  I  have  generalized  from  them. 

Question,  You  speak  of  this  condition  of  things  as  beijig  conHned  to  the  eastern  bor- 
der of  the  State,  without  being  able  to  designate  the  counties  f 

Ansicer.  I  would  not  say  that  it  is  entirely  confined  to  those  counties.  There  are  some 
counties  in  the  State  that  are  not  well  regulated;  but  I  am  unable  now  to  i>oiut  yon  to 
them. 

Question.  Give  us  the  knowledge  yon  have  as  to  any  portions  of  the  State  in  which 
the  laws  cannot  be  efficiently  executed,  or  in  which  life,  person,  and  property  are  not 
secure  for  any  reason. 

Ansicer.  Well,  I  should  say  the  eastern  part  of  the  State.  The  eastern  counties  in  my 
district  would  come  under  that  cate^ry. 

Question.  Out  of  what  causes  does  it  arise  that  the  laws  are  not  executed,  or  that  life, 
pei-son,  and  property  are  not  secure  f 

Ansicer.  In  the  first  place,  I  think  our  State  legislation  is  defective.  I  do  not  think 
the  legislation  of  the  State  is  sufficient  to  protect  life  and  property,  under  the  circum- 
stances. Legislation  which  would  be  sufficient  in  a  northern  State,  where  the  people 
are  educated,  where  the  greatest  liberality  of  sentiment  prevails,  where  the  country  is 
old,  where  public  sentiment  regulates  society  to  a  great  extent,  and  that  sentiment  is 
properly  educated — le^pslation  which  would  be  sufficient  in  such  a  community  will  not 
do  for  communities  like  ours.  Our  legislature  has  not  come  up  to  the  wants  of  the 
times  and  the  occasion.  There  are  some  morbid  habits  which  have  grown  up  with  the 
past  state  of  affairs  in  our  State  which  need  something  more  than  the  slow  process  of 
public  sentiment  to  eradicate  them.    That  is  one  reason. 

Question.  That  is  a  very  general  statement ;  come  down  to  specific  facts. 

Ansicer.  W^ell,  sir,  I  think  we  ought  to  have  some  laws  to  prevent  the  general  carrying 
of  deadly  weapons.  I  think  that  inasmuch  as  there  is  a  class  of  people  in  our  commu- 
nity who  are  so  deeply  impregnated  with  their  prejudices  that  they  cannot  get  their 
minds  liberalized  enough  to  condemn  certain  practices,  such  as  the  constant  shooting 
of  people  at  each  other,  and  mortal  affrays  that  occur,  but  rather  seem  to  countenance 
them,  (I  say  a  class  of  people,  it  is  not  all  the  iieople,^  I  have  always  felt  that  there 
ought  to  be  some  legislation  to  change  the  mind  of  tuat  class  of  fieople  to  a  condem- 
nation of  such  practices.  To  bo  more  specific,  I  believe  that  a  law,  such  as  the  old 
English  law  under,  I  believe,  Kin^  Edward  and  King  Alfred,  which  made  counties, 
and  hundreds,  and  parishes  responsible  in  damages 

By  Mr.  Van  Trump: 

Question.  Right  there  let  me  ask,  in  what  country  were  you  bom  t 

Anmcer.  I  am  by  birth  a  German. 

Question.  Go  on  with  your  statement. 

Ansicer.  I  think  thjit  a  law  which  would  hold  the  community  responsible  in  damage*^ 
for  an  injury  resulting  to  a  person  from  any  disturbance  which  can  in  its  nature  grow 
only  out  of  a  morbid  sentiment,  would  do  more  to  obviate  the  present  difficulty  than 
anything  else.  I  think  that  in  so  ftir  our  legislation  is  defective.  I  think  that  in 
our  State  we  ought  to  have  some  law  to  encourage  the  more  prompt  attendance  of  wit- 
nesses in  homicide  cases.  People  are  very  reluctant  to  be  mixed  up  in  homicide  cases ; 
and  in  a  sjiarsely  impiilated  country  they  have  easy  means  of  evading  the  process,  and 
they  will  not  come.    I  think  there  ought  to  be  an  inducement  held  out  to  them  in  the 
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form  of  higher  compensatioD.  Our  fee-bill  is  too  ainall.  Poor  people  are  called  upon 
to  attend  court  at  an  expense  of  two  or  three  dollars  a  day,  while  they  receive  only  a 
dollar  and  a  half  a  day  K>r  their  attendance. 

By  the  Ciiairmax  : 

QueBiion.  Yon  are  pointing  out  defects  in  yOtar  State  legislation  f 

Anwrr.  Yi's,  sir;  I  am  confining  myself  to  State  legislation. 

QneiHii>n.  So  far  a«  regards  the  laws  now  in  force  there,  those  of  the  State  legislature 
or  of  Congress,  is  there  any  obstruction  to  the  effective  execution  of  those  laws  in  the 
i^tate  of  Mi(<sissippi  f 

Autnrrr.  No  general  obstruction. 

Quegtion.  So  far  as  the  laws  of  Congress  are  concerned,  has  there  been  any  difficulty 
in  executing  them  in  your  district  f 

An&wer.  None  at  all,  so  far  as  my  knowledge  is  concerned. 

i^ttevtion.  Are  there  any  acts  of  lawlessness  or  violations  of  law  in  that  portion  of  the 
State  for  which  there  is  no  adequate  remedy  in  either  the  State  or  the  Federal  courts? 
\^'beu  I  say  "  adequate  remedy,'^  I  mean  to  inquire  whether  the  remedies  now  provided 
can  be  administered. 

An9u:fr.  Well,  sir,  without  having  thought  of  the  question,  and  it  is  a  very  compre- 
henatve  one 

QftoitioH.  It  is  one  very  likely  to  have  come  under  your  observation  as  a  United 
States  oiScer. 

Answer.  If  I  should  give  my  present  impression,  without  having  previously  spent 
moch  thought  upon  the  subject,  I  should  say  that  the  remedies  are  adequate  for  all 
purposes  except  for  the  protection  of  life  and  property,  the  inadequacy  in  these  cases 
growing  out  of  the  defects  in  legislation  which  I  have  stated. 

Qtinihtt.  Yon  have  misapprehended  the  question.  The  inquiry  is  whether  the  exist- 
ing remedies  can  be  administered  in  the  courts  of  justice  t 

Anmnr.  Yes,  sir ;  I  think  they  can. 

Quation.  You  think  that  all  laws  now  existing  punishing  such  crimes  as  the  State 
or  Federal  Government  sees  proper  to  make  either  misdemeanors  or  felonies  can  be 
executed  through  the  medium  of  either  the  State  or  the  Federal  courts  f 

Anncer.  They  can  if  yon  exclude  the  power  which  the  people  exercise  upon  the 
juries— the  power  of  public  sentiment. 

Qunfion,  Is  there  any  public  sentiment  existing  there  which  prevents  justice  from 
being  done  through  the  medium  of  the  laws  now  m  force  f 

Ji»»ir<r.  Well,  sir,  I  should  say  that  in  regard  to  the  enforcement  act  and  the  Ku- 
Khix  act  there  would  be  great  difficulty  in  enforcing  them  in  our  State  through  the 
jnries 

Qiwttion.  For  what  reason  f  Has  any  fact  come  under  your  observation  upon  which 
yon  base  that  statement  % 

Afniver.  No,  sir ;  nothing  except  my  daily  intercourse  with  the  people,  and  the  general 
atmosphere  of  sentiment  which  everybody  perceives  without  being  able  to  trace  it. 

QHtuilon.  Has  that  satisfied  you  of  the  existence  of  what  is  called  the  Ku-KJux 
organization  in  that  State  or  in  your  ilistrict  f 

Jiinrer.  Well,  sir,  I  am  satisfied  that  there  is  no  Ku-Klux  organization  in  our  State. 

(^ufHiion.  What  public  sentiment  do  you  speak  of  as  not  permitting  the  enforcement 
of  wliat  i«  called  the  Ku-Klux  bill  t 

AHwer.  Well,  a  general  imf)re8sion  on  the  part  of  a  portion  of  the  white  people  of 
tb<'  State  thnt  the  Ku-Klux  bill  is  a  hostile  measure  against  the  South. 

Quextion.  That  is  the  only  reason  you  have  tor  supposing  it  would  be  difficult  to 
enlorce  it  ? 

Antva:  Yes,  sir. 

Queation.  Yon  have  said  that  you  have  as  yet  framed  no  indictments  imder  that  bill  f 

Angtter.  No,  sir. 

Question.  There  has  been  no  indictment  before  yotir  grand  jury  f 

An$icer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Then  it  is  a  matter  of  opinion  with  you  entirely  t 

Aiuwer,  Yes,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question,  There  have  been  no  complaints  under  that  law  t 

Awtwer.  We  have  had  no  court.  I  had  intended  at  this  present  term  to  examine  into 
this  whole  matter.  If  I  had  already  made  such  an  examination,  I  should  be  a  much 
niore  Bivtisfactory  witness. 

By  Mr.  Poland  : 
Qufitim,  Is  the  town  of  Meridian  in  your  district  f 
Anncer,  Yes,  sir.    ' 
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By  Mr.  Beck  : 

Question.  You  speak  of  a  vicious  public  sentiment  which  encourages,  or  does  not  froAvii 
down,  brawls  and  iights.  as  you  think  it  ought  to  do.  I  suppose  yon  allude  to  a  clasD  of 
cases  where  one  man  calls  another  a  thief  or  a  liar,  and  is  knocked  down  or  shot  for  ihe 
insult.  You  mean  to  say  that  juries  will  hardly  punish  a  man  for  that ;  that  they  seem 
to  think  the  aggrieved  party  ought  to  fight  instead  oif  going  to  law.  This  is  the  bad 
state  of  things  to  which  you  refer  ? 

Answer.  Well  I  think  that  is  one  thing;  but  I  think  the  reason  is  much  more  general. 
I  mean  to  speak  of  the  people  themselves,  olf  or  on  Ibe  juries.  The  people  on  the 
juries  are  generally  mistaken  as  to  what  the  law  is,  and  you  cannot  make  them  obey 
the  law,  because  they  have  a  law  of  their  own— the  law  of  the  **  Code,"  which  does  not 
acknowledge  the  law  of  the  legislature. 

Question.  Then  they  let  men  oft*  for  offenses  for  which,  in  your  opinion,  they  ought  to 
be  punished  ? 

Answer.  The  people  off  the  juries  will  countenance  broils  and  fights,  and  rather  take  a 
morbid  interest  in  them,  whereas  if  there  were  lejgislation  which  would  go  down  into 
their  pockets  and  make  them  pay  for  that  sort  of  fun,  they  would  soon  take  an  interest 
the  other  way.  They  would  be  interested  in  stopping  broils  and  fights.  That  is  the 
idea  I  wish  to  convey.  Lest  I  may  have  been  misunderstood  when  I  said  that 
I  do  not  believe  there  is  any  general  organization  of  Kn-Klux  in  our  State,  I 
wish  to  make  an  explanation.  I  have  no  doubt  that  in  some  counties  there  is  a  local 
understanding  between  a  class  of  vagabonds  who  infest  our  State,  by  which  they 
are  enabled  on  five  minutes'  notice  to  come  together  and  do  mischief.  I  am  sat- 
isfied of  that;  but  I  do  not  believe  that  there  is  in  our  State  a  general  Ku- 
Klux  organization,  having  &sed  rules  and  a  fixed  constitution,  and  acting  under 
any  general  head.  We  have  in  our  State  two  classes  of  men  who  are  the  cause 
of  all  the  difficulties.  Our  people  might  be  divided  into  three  classes.  First  and 
foremost  are,  fortunately  for  us,  a  class  of  people  who  love  peace  and  who  receive 
the  stranger  kindly,  who  want  to  fuse  all  the  discordant  elements.  They  are  the  peo- 
ple who,  if  the  State  is  ever  to  prosper,  will  make  it  prosjier.  Then  we  have  a  set  of 
what  I  should  demoninate — perhaps  not  very  classically — **  old  fogies."  They  are  men 
of  the  old  political  stamp,  having  all  the  old  arrogance  and  presumption  which  charac- 
terized southern  politicians  before  the  war.  They  cannot  make  their  egotistical  natures 
believe  that  it  is  possible  for  them  to  be  wrong  in  any  of  their  opinions.  The  very  first 
idea  suggesting  itself  to  them  is  that  the  other  party  is  wrqng^  and  their  last  idea  is 
the  same.  They  inveigh  against  the  "  carpet-bagger "  and  against  the  negro.  They 
are  restless  ;  they  are  bound  to  abuse  somebody.  In  them  there  is  neither  peace  nor 
prosperity.  They  retard  both  the  progress  of  the  law  and  the  material  progress  of  the 
country.  They  are  generally  men  of  standing,  and  they  do  a  gi*eat  deal  to  hurt  the  State 
and  to  encourage  lawless  people,  because  they  are  utterly  intolerant  of  any  opposing 
sentiments:  and  they  are  in  favor,  at  least  in  their  language,  (I  do  not  know  what  they 
would  do  ii  they  were  brought  to  the  test,)  of  driving  out  every  "  carpet-bagger  "  anil 
making  the  negro  take  a  stand  below  them  politically.  The  third  class  ai-e  a  set  of 
shiftless  vagabonds — men  who  never  pay  their  bills,  who  loaf  about  the  streets  and 
drink,  who  have  no  visible  means  of  support,  who  have  no  occupation — in  other  words, 
have  nothing  to  lose  by  disorder  and  nothing  to  gain  by  order.  They  own  no  property. 
With  them  there  is  a  small  sprinkling  of  respectable  young  men,  who  are  generally 
enticed  into  their  society  by  youth  and  inexperience.  This  third  class  constitutes  the 
real  disturbers  of  the  peace  in  the  State.  They  do  the  executive  work,  which  is  en- 
couraged by  the  "  old  fogies."  They  are  very  easily  brought  together.  They  drink 
together  all  day  long,  and  if  in  the  evening  they  happen  to  be  full  of  liquor,  aiid  some 
"Yankee"  or  negro  has  done  them  some  imaginary  or  real  injury,  they  go  fbr  him. 
They  are  the  men  who  mask  themselves  and  surround  houses  and  commit  these  out- 
rages.   But  I  do  not  regard  them  as  belonging  to  any  general  organization. 

By  Mr.  Van  Trump  : 

Question.  Have  you  not,  perhaps  inadvertently,  omitted  a  "fourth  estate"  in  your 
civil  organization  f    Is  there  not  another  class  commonly  known  as  "  carpet-baggers  f " 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Quesiicn.  Describe  them. 

Answer.  Well,  sir,  I  ha<l  not  wished  to  classify  them  among  the  people,  because  I  be- 
lieve in  the  present  age  we  have  progressed  far  enough  not  to  make  any  distinction 
between  people  because  of  the  place  of  their  birth.  The  question  how  long  a  man  has 
been  in  the  State  ought  not  to  affect  his  standing  as  a  citizen.  But  if  I  am  to  distin- 
guish this  class,  I  shall  do  so  irom  the  standpoint  of  the  southern  people.  We  have  a 
class  there  called  "  carpet-baggers."  We  have  very  respectable  people  among  them,  and 
we  have  some  among  them  who  are  not  respectable.  The  better  class  of  "  carpet* baggers  ^' 
are  not  any  better,  or  scarcely  better,  favored  than  the  worst  class.  The  better  class 
of  "  carpet-baggers  "  do  not  countenance  the  worst  class.  After  the  war  when  the  south- 
em  country  was  at  peace  again,  there  was  in  the  North  a  general  excitement  as  there 
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alwap  is  alter  each  an  event,  which  led  a  good  many  persons  to  go  to  onr  State  from 
the  North,  and  a  good  manv  officers  and  soldiers  to  remain  there,  or  to  retnrn  there, 
having  b«)en  there  dnring  the  war.  The  temptation  is  very  great  to  some  of  those  per- 
loiM  te  do  wrong.  The  negro  is  ignorant,  and  he  looks  np  to  the  Northei-n  man  and  to 
the  Soothern  republican  as  a  protector.  The  ignorance  of  the  negroes  sometimes  holds 
oat  a  temptation  to  the  Northern  men,  who  are  called  upon  to  lead  them,  to  do  wrong, 
to  enrich  themselves  at  the  expense  of  othert).  In  the  main,  my  observation  haa  been 
that  the  carpet-baggers  who  come  into  the  State  are  an  industrious,  thriving,  and  wcll- 
meaDing  class  of  people,  and  ought  not  to  be  held  responsible  for  siioradic  cases  of  bad 
character.  The  Southern  people  down  our  way  seem  to  be  impressed  with  the  idea  that 
all  their  difficulties  arise  from  the  presence  of  the  carpet-baggers. 

By  Mr.  Coburn: 

Qutntian.  In  describing  classes  of  people  in  the  South,  are  you  talking  of  the  colored 
people  along  with  the  whites,  or  about  the  white  people  alone  f 

Jnttver.  I  am  talking  of  the  white  people.  The  negroes  in  a  body  in  our  State  are 
in  sympathy  with  the  carpet-baggers.  I  can  almost  say  that  there  is  scarcely  a  case  in 
tht'  State  where  the  negro  sides  against  a  carpet-bagger. 

QuntUm,  Are  there  or  are  there  not  large  numbers  ottlemocratic  negroes  in  your  State  f 

Amncer.  No,  sir ;  the  cases  of  negroes  who  are  democrats  in  our  State  may  be  num- 
hered  by  the  fingers  of  one  hand. 

By  the  Chauucan  : 

Quettum.  In  describing  those  bands  of  young  men,  do  you  mean  to  state  your  belief 
that  their  organization  is  local,  not  general  f 

Antwtr.  Yes,  sir. 

Qiesd'oR.  Do  you  mean  to  say  that  there  are  local  organizations  which  commit  vio- 
latioD8  of  law  ? 

Jnnrer.  I  do  not  think  there  are  permanent  organizations. 

^«r/io«.  Whether  permanent  or  temporary? 

Annrer.  I  do  not  thmk  it  would  be  proper  to  call  them  organizations  when  they  are 
the  fniit  of  a  moment's  reflection— perhaps  of  an  accident.  There  is  a  class  of  persons 
there  whom  I  have  described,  and  who  are  led,  upon  some  accident,  to  jump  to  arms  and 
go  off  and  commit  some  mischief. 

Question.  Do  yon  mean  to  say  that  there  is  merely  a  sympathy  of  purpose  and  feeling 
which  leads  to  a  temporary  association  for  the  commission  of  offenses  f 

Amirer.  That  is  the  idea. 

Quaiion.  Do  yon  mean  to  characterize  the  State  in  that  way,  or  merely  the  district 
with  which  you  are  acquainted  t 

Anmeer.  Well,  sir,  I  would  speak  only  of  some  portions  of  the  State. 

Qievfron.  Do  you  mean  the  remark  to  apply  to  the  portion  of  the  State  along  the 
easteru  border  f 

Anmer.  Yes,  sir. 

Quttion.  Is  that  the  class  of  cases  to  which  you  have  referred  as  those  which  render 
lift  and  person  insecure  f 

Annter.  Yes,  sir. 

Queation.  Where  young  men  of  that  kind  commit  these  offenses,  is  it  done  in  such  a 
▼ay  that  they  can  be  detected  and  brought  to  punishment  f 

J»«rer.  Sometimes. 

Qito/ioit.  Do  they  commit  the  offenses  in  disguise  f 

Aa9ittr.  Recently  I  have  heard  of  but  this  one  case  np  in  Oktibbeha  County  where 
any  disguised  was  used. 

Quation,  The  McLaughlin  case  f 

Anwer.  Y'es,  sir. 

Question.  In  the  other  cases  they  go  in  their  ordinary  garments  to  commit  these 
offenses,  so  that  they  can  be  identiheaf 

Annrer.  Y'es,  sir. 

Quatiim.  When  they  are  thus  identified  is  there  any  difficulty  in  punishing  them  in 
the  courts  t 

J  Mirer.  Well,  sir,  sometimes  they  escape  out  of  the  State,  especially  on  the  border  of 
Hiwissippi,  and  cannot  be  reached  by  the  process  of  the  State. 

Question.  That  is  a  difficulty  in  getting  them  into  court ;  but  when  once  brought  into 
court,  is  there  any  difficulty  in  punishing  them  f 

^imrer.  Well,  sir,  there  is  nothing  in  the  way  except  the  influence  of  public  senti- 
B»ni.  I  would  say,  from  my  observation,  that  where  there  is  a  suspicion  of  a  political 
caoise  which  led  to  the  disturbance,  there  would  be  some  little  difficulty  in  procuring 
the  conviction  of  a  prisoner  if  he  was  guilty  of  the  disturbance. 

By  Mr.  Vak  Trump  : 
Qaetfion.  Is  there  not  in  all  the  States  of  the  Union  some  danger  of  a  Jury  being 
i&ore  or  less  influenced  by  political  sentiments  T 
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Jnawer.  Yes,  sir ;  but  I  think  the  danger  is  greater  there.    I  think  I  am  justified  in 
saying  that  it  is  markedly  greater  in  our  State. 
Qufstion.  In  that  portion  of  the  State,  you  mean  f 
J  twicer.  Yes,  sir. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Questi^m.  Do  offenses  of  that  class  committed  by  yonng  men  of  the  charact«r  yon 
have  descrilied,  beget  that  political  feeling  in  any  greater  degree  than  any  otlier  viola- 
tions of  law  f 

Anstcer,  Sometimes  those  disturbances^arise  from  no  political  cause.  For  instance,  not 
long  ago,  at  Ocolona  there  was  some  little  trouble  between  two  young  gentlemen,  and  it 
appeared  as  if  it  would  result  in  a  fight  between  them.  One  of  them  employed  a  yonng 
man  named  Hill  as  his  friend  to  negotiate  the  matter  with  the  person  with  whom  tbe 
quarrel  had  arisen.  This  yonng  man,  Hill,  coming  to  Ocolona  to  arrange  the  matter,  auil 
stopping  at  the  hotel  got  into  some  words  with  a  party  one  evening.  Four  of  them, 
armed  with  pistols,  blew  out  the  light  and  shot  this  young  man  in  cold  blcxKl.  Such 
things,  having  no  political  cause  at  the  bottom,  will  occasionally  occur ;  and  I  may  K:iy 
that  when  such  a  case  came  before  the  jury,  if  that  jury  had  not  some  corrupt  meuib<;r 
upon  it,  their  judgment  would  be  impartial.  But  if  such  a  difficulty  result^'d  from  Ji 
suspicion  of  a  political  cause — if,  for  instance,  the  case  was  between  a  party  of  whites 
and  a  party  of  negroes— it  would  depend  upon  the  complexion  of  the  jury  as  to  whether 
justice  could  be  had  or  not,  whether'^he  law  could  be  vindicated  or  not. 

Quention,  In  an  ordinary  case  coming  before  a  court,  without  any  reference  whatever 
to  a  political  cause,  do  we  understand  you  to  say  that  the  juries  there  are  likely  to  be 
infiuenced  by  political  motives,  from  the  simple  fact  that  one  man  is  a  democrat  and 
the  other  a  republican  7 

Answer.  No,  sir  ;  I  do  not  think  they  would. 

Question.  Then  does  the  class  of  cases  to  which  yon  have  referred  as  committed  by 
these  young  men  beget  necessarily  a  political  feeling  in  the  juries  when  those  caoe^ 
come  into  court  f 

Aneicer.  No,  sir ;  not  nnless  there  is  a  complexion  about  the  affair  which  raises  a  sus- 
picion of  a  political  cause. 

Qivefiiion.  Then  in  that  class  of  cases  the  question  whether  there  is  auy  difficulty  in 
administering  the  law  depends,  according  to  your  view,  upon  whether  the  offeusehas 
been  committed,  for  instance,  against  a  carpet-bagger  or  against  a  negro? 

Answer.  I  should  say  it  would  depend,  of  course,  upon  the  facts  of  the  case,  whether 
they  justified  or  were  likely  to  raise  a  suspicion  in  themindsof  the  jury  that  there  was 
a  political  cause.  If,  for  instance,  some  language  had  been  used  during  tho  uflray 
wnich  would  show  that  there  was  some  pK)litical  feeling  between  the  parties,  and  that 
the  cause  was  a  difference  of  x)olitic8,  or  if  the  case  was  clearly  between  negroes  and 
whites  where,  by  implication,  the  minds  of  the  jury  would  beget  the  idea  that  there 
had  been  a  political  cause,  then  I  think  the  jury  would  be  likely  to  be  prejudiced. 

By  Mr.  Van  Trump  : 

Question.  You  mean  that  would  result  simply  from  the  fact  that  the  party  on  one  sido 
was  black  and  on  the  other  white  t 

Ansiver.  I  think  it  would.  I  have  been  engaged  in  the  State  courts  in  defending  per- 
sons, and  that  is  my  experience. 

By  the  Cuaikman  : 

Question,  Have  there  been  any  cases  of  this  class  in  which,  according  to  your  in- 
formation, persons  from  Alabama  have  crossed  into  Mississippi  and  committed  these 
offenses  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  In  explanation  of  that  I  will  say  that  I  believe  a  great  many  of 
the  difficulties  occurring  in  the  eastern  counties  are  due  to  parties  who  come  over  there 
fit)m  Alabama.  I  am  satisfied  that  along  the  border  of  Mississippi,  near  Alabama, 
there  are  a  great  many  bad  characters,  and  the^  are  so  near  the  line  that  they  oscillate 
to  and  fro  and  are  almost  a  part  of  our  popnlation. 

Question.  Is  there  any  interchange  of  hospitality  in  that  direction ;  do  Mississippians 
visit  Alabama  in  the  same  way  t 

Ansteer.  Well,  sir,  I  suppose  they  do. 


Wabhikgton,  D.  C,  June  22, 1871. 
G.  GORDON  ADAM  sworn  and  examined. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Question.  In  what  part  of  the  State  of  Mississippi  do  you  live  t 
Answer.  In  Vicksburg. 
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Question,  How  long  have  you  resided  there  t 

Answer,  I  came  there  with  the  Fwleral  army  in  1863. 

Qneiftion.  What  is  yonr  profession  T 

Avfver,  I  am  a  lawyer. 

Qnei^tion.  Have  yon  lield  any  public  position  during  the  period  you  have  lived  in  th^ 
6tat«  of  Mississippi  f 

AnsiTfr.  I  was  district  attorney  of  the  United  States  for  nearly  a  year. 

QiieitHon.  At  what  time  t 

An«nvr.  I  resigned  that  office  al>ont  a  year  and  a  half  ago. 

quettion.  You  held  the  office  in  1868  and  1869  f 

Anmcer.  It  was  in  1869  that  I  resigned — about  July  or  August,  1869,  as  I  remember  it. 

Qneniion.  Have  you  continued  to  reside  there  since  that  time  f 

Anfnrer,  Yes,  sir. 

QueHtum.  Give  us  whatever  knowledge  you  have,  as  derived  either  from  your  official 
positiou  or  from  your  residence  there  as  a  citizen,  of  the  manner  in  whicli  the  law  is 
executed  in  the  State,  and  also  the  security  enjoyed  for  life,  person,  and  property.  Give 
Ds  a  general  statement,  and  make  it  in  your  own  manner. 

Awnrer.  Do  you  wish  mo  to  cover  the  whole  time  I  have  lived  there,  or  only  the  last 
two  or  three  years  f 

Question,  We  are  not  so  much  interested  in  goinc  back  very  far  os  in  ascertaining  the 
pre«ent  actual  condition  of  the  State,  and  the  condition  for  the  last  two  or  three  years. 

An»tter.  I  can  only  speak  personally  of  those  counties  in  which  I  have  lived.  I  have 
been  familiar  with  the  condition  of  things  in  the  counties  of  Warren,  Hinds,  Wash- 
ioj^oD,  Issaquena,  and  Bolivar.  Fonr  of  those  are  river  counties,  in  the  alluvial  dis- 
trict. Immediately  after  the  war  there  was  a  great  deal  of  lawlessness  of  the  very 
voi^t  eharact«r,  even  in  the  county  in  which  I  now  live.  But  so  far  as  those  counties 
are  concerned,  I  consider  that  sort  of  thing  to  have  ceased  now.  In  the  counties  with 
vhich  I  am  well  acquainted,  and  in  which  I  practice  mostly,  I  consider  things  as 
peaceable  as  in  any  county  I  overlived  in.  There  is  the  same  lack  of  execution  of  the 
laws  as  exists  in  a  great  many  other  counties  all  over  the  Union.  We  do  not  pay  any- 
body there  for  executing  the  laws.  Our  district  attorneys  are  generally  youn^  men, 
and  tbey  meet  the  ablest  counsel.  The  salary  of  the  office  is  not  sufficient  in  any 
(^anty  to  make  it  worth  the  while  for  a  lawyer  of  any  ability  or  standing  to  accept 
the  position.  But  I  mean  to  say  those  counties  compare  favorably  with  other  counties 
I  have  lived  in  in  other  States.  I  have  not  been  in  any  of  the  counties  of  late  iu 
which  it  is  charged  in  the  papers  that  outrages  are  committed  of  the  character  re- 
garding which  I  suppose  you  are  desirous  of  obtaining  information.  Of  them  I  can 
only  judge  as  anybody  else  can  from  newspaper  re|K>rts. 

QvesttoH.  We  desire' to  obtain  information  upon  the  whole  general  subject  of  whether 
the  la^ni  are  execut-ed,  and  whether  life,  person,  and  property  are  secure ;  and,  if  not, 
we  want  to  know  the  cause,  be  it  what  it  may. 

Anfttter,  In  the  counties  which  I  know  well,  I  do  consider  life  and  property  as  secure 
is  for  instance,  in  counties  in  Massachusetts,  where  I  have  lived.  But  you  must 
rpmeraber  that  I  speak  only  of  those  iu  which  I  live  and  praotice,  not  being  a  person 
who  has  business  that  carries  me  all  over  the  State. 

By  Mr.  Van  Trump  : 

Quf9twn.  You  speak  from  observation  in  regard  to  them  more  than  in  regard  to  other 
counties  f 

Ansicer.  I  speak,  of  course,  from  practical  observation  in  those  counties ;  I  know 
them  well,  and  almost  everybody  in  them. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Qtieiiiion.  Those  are  the  counties  you  have  named  f 

Anmrtr,  Yes,  sir.  That  you  may  form  an  idea  of  what  kind  of  counties  they  are,  I 
will  state  that  four  of  them  ore  river  counties,  in  whioh  the  colored  voters  must  be  cer- 
tainly four  or  five  to  one  whit«;  and  in  the  other  there  is  a  large  majority  of  colored 
voters. 

Q«e*1ion.  Have  you  any  knowledge  of  any  combinations  of  any  character,  which  ob- 
Ktmct  the  administration  of  justice,  or  prevent  the  execution  of  the  law  iu  that  part 
of  the  State  f 

AnMtcer,  No,  sir. 

Qvefttion.  Have  you  any  such  knowledge  of  such  portions  of  the  State  where  it  is 
alleged  such  combinations  do  exist  as  will  enable  you  to  testify  with  reference  to  their 
actual  condition  at  the  present  time  f 

Jii«irfr.  No,  sir ;  I  have  no  personal  knowledge ;  I  only  know  what  I  read  in  the 
papers  on  the  subject,  and  the  accounts  are  very  conflicting. 

l^iiusiion.  Your  personal  knowledge,  then,  is  confined  to  the  four  or  five  counties  you 
have  name<l  f 

An9wtT.  Yes,  sir 
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Qnesiion,  As  to  the  other  portions  of  the  State  yon  have  no  personal  knowledge  f 

An8wei\  No,  sir. 

Question.  Were  there  any  cases  which  required  your  official  investigation  prior  to 
the  time  you  resigned  your  position  as  district  attorney  of  the  United  States,  which 
gave  you  any  knowledge  of  the  existence  of  influences  in  any  part  of  the  State  affect- 
ing the  security  of  life  and  property  f 

Answer,  There  were  cases  in  which  colored  men — this,  mind  you,  was  three  years 
ago — in  which  colored  men  had  been  treated  very  badly.  One  case  I  remember  verj- 
distinctly  in  which  the  indictment  was  drawn  under  the  civil  right*  bill.  It  neviir 
came  to  trial  while  I  waa  district  attorney ;  my  successor  had  it  iu  charge  at  the  time 
of  trial. 

Question.  Why  did  you  not  bring  it  to  trial  t 

Jnstcej\  I  could  not  get  it  to  triu. 

QueMion.  For  what  reason  t 

Answer.  The  two  principal  witnesses  whom  I  summoned  were  the  sheriff  and  the 
justice  of  the  peace  of  the  county  in  which  the  outrage  was  committed,  and  the  sub- 
pcena  was  returned,  **Not  found  in  my  county"  by  the  deputy  marshal.  That  was  cer- 
tainly two  years  ago.  I  do  not  think  there  would  be  any  difficulty  now  i.i  gettiug 
service,  or  in  carrying  through  such  a  case  till  the  offender  was  punished.  1  consider 
the  change  in  feeling  down  there  almost  marvelous  during  the  last  two  or  three  yean. 

By  Mr.  Van  Trump: 
Question.  Do  you  mean  in  that  county  T 
Anmvcr.  I  mean  in  the  whole  Stat«. 

Question.  I  thought  you  were  speaking  in  reference  to  this  particular  case? 
Answei'.  I  speak  in  reference  to  all  such  cases  of  maltreatment  of  negroes  as  hap- 
pened at  that  time. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  In  what  county  did  that  occur  f 

Answer.  In  Copiah  County,  iu  the  southern  part  of  the  State. 

Question.  What  was  the  nature  of  the  offense  f 

Answei'.  Whipping  a  negro  nearly  to  death ;  staking  him  out  and  whipping  him. 

Question.  Did  he  know  the  menf 

Answei\  Oh,  yes,  sir. 

Question.  You  think,  then,  that  there  is  an  improvement  in  the  tone  of  public  seuti- 
meut  in  favor  of  supporting  and  enforcing  the  rights  of  negroes  f 

Answer.  Yea,  sir ;  and  I  will  go  further  than  that ;  I  do  not  believe  there  has  beeu  a 
case  of  that  kind  in  the  State  within  the  last  year,  or  year  and  a  half.  In  fact,  I 
believe  it  would  be  impossible  for  a  man  to  do  such  a  thing  now.  The  negroes  under- 
stand their  rights  too  well,  and  would  combine  to  resist  such  a  thing  now ;  and  what 
is  more,  they  would  be  supported  in  it  by  a  miyority  of  %the  white  population. 

Question.  Is  there  any  other  fact  which  you  derived  a  knowledge  of  as  an  officer,  or 
which  has  come  under  your  observation  as  a  citizen,  which  would  throw  light  on  tbe 
general  subject  of  our  inquiry,  as  I  have  stated  it  to  you  f  If  there  is,  state  it  fully  to 
the  committee. 

Ansiver.  As  to  the  execution  of  the  criminal  law  particularly,  I  think  that  at  tbe 
present  moment,  so  far  as  my  observation  goes,  it  is  being  executed  more  faithfully  than 
it  wa«  before  the  war.  I  think  there  is  an  improved  spirit,  and  even  an  improvement 
upon  the  system  that  existed  before  the  war ;  a  desire  to  see  offenders  punished,  and 
a  determined  effort  on  the  part  of  the  officers  of  the  State  government  to  have  all  offen- 
ders prosecuted  to  punishment.  Although,  as  in  other  States,  it  is  not  a  very  difficnlt 
matter  for  any  criminal  having  plenty  of  means  to  employ  the  ablest  counsel  and  de- 
feat by  t'echnicalities  the  young  men  who  generally  fill  the  office  of  district  attoniey. 

Question,  Those  are  cases  where — if  we  may  admit  the  expression — the  intention  of  the 
law  is  defeated  by  means  of  the  law  itself? 

Answer.  It  is  the  misfortune  of  our  whole  country ;  we  never  pay  adequately  for 
executing  the  law,  but  we  spend  a  great  deal  of  money  in  making  laws. 

By  Mr.  Van  Trump: 

Question.  What  are  the  politics  of  the  white  men  of  those  counties,  in  regard  to  which 
you  have  spoken  as  having  personal  knowledge ;  what  are  the  politics  of  the  white 
population  of  those  counties  f 

Answer.  A  large  portion  of  them  are  democrats ;  but  during  the  last  canvass  there 
was  no  regular  democratic  ticket  iu  Mississippi. 

Question.  What  is  their  politics  generally  f 

Answer.  There  were  two  parties,  both  calling  themselves  republicans;  the  one 
national  republicans,  and  the  other  radical  republicans.  The  platforms  of  the  two 
organizations  were  almost  exactly  the  same. 
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By  Mr.  Biair  : 

Que$Hon^  Judge  Dent  was  sapported  by  the  democrats,  I  suppose,  thongh  mnning  as 
%  republican  f 

Anmecr,  Yes,  sir ;  I  wrote  the  first  circular  to  organize  the  republican  party  in  Mis- 
Buaippi;  and  I  wrote  the  platform  for  the  Dent  national  republican  party  at  the  last 
electioD,  so  that  you  can  see  that  thines  were  very  much  confused  there  politically. 

(^uation.  Are  yon  now  a  republican  T 

Jjinr^r.  I  have  always  been ;  I  never  vot«d  any  other  ticket. 

QuottioH.  What  was  the  general  character  of  the  lawlessness  you  described  as  pre- 
vailing several  years  ago  in. the  counties  to  which  you  have  referred,  and  generally  in 
Mississippi  7  « 

Amncer.  The  committing  of  personal  outrages  on  negroes  and  on  Northern  men  ;  but 
that  was  prinripally  just  after  the  war. 

Que»tion,  Did  it  take  the  form  of  mob  violence,  of  regulators,  or  whatf 

Answer,  I  can  best  illustrate  that  by  giving  what  occurred  in  our  own  county.  There 
was  a  band  there,  soon  after  the  war,  with  a  man  at  the  head  of  it  of  the  name  of 
Tacker.  The  band  went  around  murdering  negroes  and  Yankees,  as  they  say.  He  and 
his  xrhole  band  were  driven  out  of  the  State  by  the  execution  of  one  warrant  issued  by 
me  as  United  States  commissioner ;  it  only  required  the  slightest  exercise  of  power,  in 
a  determined  spirit,  to  break  the  whole  thing  up.  As  soon  as  I  insisted  u^ion  having 
the  TTarrant  executed,  this  mau  disappeared  with  bis  band,  excepting  those  captured 
aod  tried ;  one  is  now  at  the  Dry  Tortugas.  All  that  was  four  years  ago — ^yes,  five 
years  aj;o ;  there  is  nothing  resembling  it  now  in  any  of  those  counties. 

(^tion.  In  those  river  counties  yon  speak  off 

Jntirer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  would  never  think  of  going  armed  in  traveling  through  any  of 
thosie  counties. 


Washinoton,  D.  C,  June  27, 1871. 

J.  R.  SMITH  sworn  and  examined. 
By  the  Chairman  : 

QutgtioH,  Where  do  yon  reside  f  ' 

Amvrrr.  At  Meridian,  Lauderdale  County,  Mississippi. 

Quaiion.  How  long  have  you  lived  there  f 

Antver.  I  have  lived  in  the  county  all  my  life ;  I  am  a  native  of  the  State  of  Missis- 
wppi. 

QmaiUm.  In  what  business  have  you  been  engaged  for  the  last  few  years  f 

Antvrr.  For  the  last  five  years  I  have  occupied  the  position  of  postmaster  of  the 
city :  also  clerk  of  the  chancery  court  for  the  last  year. 

Qtiet/ton.  Were  you  in  Meridian  at  the  time  of  the  riot  which  occurred  there  on  the 
6th  day  of  March  last  f 

Antwr.  Yes,  sir. 

Que$ii<m.  Go  on  now  and  give  us  any  knowledge  you  have  which  will  tend  to  en- 
lighten the  committee  as  to  the  condition  of  things  in  Meridian,  especially  as  illus- 
trateil  by  that  riot,  afiecting  the  execution  of  the  laws  and  the  security  of  person  and 
property  there. 

JiMirer.  There  was  a  pretty  bitter  state  of  feeling  existing  between  the  parties,  the 
two  races,  about  that  time,  and  for  some  little  while  prior  to  the  culmination  in  the 
riot. 

(^Heaiion.  Growing  out  of  what  causes  f 

Jnwpyr.  There  were  some  bad  men  of  both  parties  in  the  community,  and  it  was  im- 
possible to  reconcile  the  feeling  between  them.  There  were  soine  leading  men  there 
in  the  democratic  party 

QuetUon.  Was  this  a  bitterness  of  political  feeling,  or  was  there  any  special  occasion 
giving  ri«e  to  peculiar  bitterness  at  that  time  ? 

A^fftver.  Well,  just  at  that  time  there  was  a  charce  against  a  man  named  Price,  a  re- 
publican, of  being  concerned  in  maltreating  a  colored  mau  from  an  adjoining  county 
in  the  State  of  Alabama. 

By  Mr.  Beck  : 
Que$tion.  What  was  the  name  of  that  colored  man  7 
Anneer.  Adam  Kennard ;  he  was  from  Livingston,  in  an  adjoining  county  in  Alabama. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Quettion,  Go  on  and  give  a  full  account  of  that  matter. 

Answer.  As  near,  as  1  know,  he  came  into  our  town  and  represented  himself  as  a 
deputy  sheriff. 
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By  Mr.  Van  Trump  : 

Question,  Who  did  f 

Anffiver.  This  colored  man,  Adum  Kennnrd.  He  made  attompts  to  anast  8omo  colored 
men,  to  carry  them  back  to  Alabama.  Since  the  election  in  Alabama  laiit  fall  larg« 
numbers  of  colored  men  have  left  that  county,  and  come  into  our  county  ;  the  rejiort 
wa«  that  they  had  left  their  employ erf»— had  not  complied  with  their  contracts  fallv— 
and  1  believe  some  were  charjjed  with  having  committed  theft.  Hence  this  colorifd 
man,  Adam  Keunard,  was  sent  m  the  capacity  of  a  deputy  sheriff,  as  he  said,  to  aireet 
some  of  these  men  and  cany  them  back. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

QwiHtion.  Yon  say  he  was  sent  in  the  capacity  of  a  deputy  sheriff  f 

An^iver,  He  himself  so  represented. 

Question.  Was  lie  really  a  deputy  sheriff? 

AnBwer.  I  think  it  doubtful ;  he  had  no  process  or  requisition  from  the  authorities  of 
the  acUoining  State. 

Quetition.  Have  you  any  system  of  State  comity  down  there  which  recognizes  the 
right  of  a  shcritf  of  Alabama  to  discharge  his  official  duties  in  the  State  of  Mississippi  f 

Anvtcer.  I  do  not  so  understand  it,  unless  he  comes  with  a  requisition  from  the  guv- 
enior  of  the  State. 

Quest i(m.  Did  this  man  produce  any  official  authority  for  his  action  f 

Answer,  I  do  not  think  he  did;  merely  his  verbal  report. 

Quest ioH.  For  what  alleged  offenses  did  he  assume  to  arrest  the  negroes  f 

Answer,  For  violation  of  couti-act — failure  to  fulnll  their  contracts. 

QuestUm.  In  Alabama  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  and  in  one  case,  I  believe,  the  offense  charged  was  stealing  an 
amount  of  money  from  his  employer  at  the  time  the  man  left. 

'Question,  This,  you  say,  was  the  assumed  capacity  in  which  he  came,  and  the  leasou 
for  which  he  came  f 

Anstcer.  That  is  what  he  said. 

Question.  Go  on  and  show,  according  to  your  account  of  it,  what  connection  that  had 
with  the  lawlessness  which  followed. 

By  Mr.  Van  Trump  : 

Question,  Before  you  do  that,  ^tate  whether  this  man  Keunard  generally  came  alone. 

Awncer,  My  understanding  is  that  be  came  alone ;  ho  was  there  for  several  days 
operating  among  the  colored  people-  In  the  meantime  he  was  assaulted  one  uiglit. 
and  pretty  badly  beaten. 

By  Mr.  Beck  : 

Quettion,  By  disguised  men  f 

Anstrer.  I  do  not  know  about  that.  He  was  beaten  in  the  cabin  where  be  was  rest- 
ing during  the  night.  He  made  his  escape,  and  the  next  day  made  a  ra^iort  of  it  to  the 
justice,  and  also  made  an  affidavit,  charging  this  man  Price,  who  was  a  teacher  of  a 
colored  school,  a  republican,  and  a  white  man,  with  being  implicated  in  the  assault  on 
him. 

By  Mr.  Van  Trump  : 

Question.  Did  he  include  any  others  with  Price  T 

Anmrer,  He  said  there  were  a  number  of  colored  men,  but  he  did  not  make  affidavit 
against  any  other.  Mr.  Price  was  arrested  the  next  day,  and  put  under  boncb  for 
appearance  before  a  magistrate  for  investigation.  For  some  cause  or  other  that  inves- 
tigation was  postponed  for  several  days — about  a  week,  I  think.  On  the  day  set  for 
the  investigation,  this  coloixid  man,  Kenuanl,  returned  from  Alabama,  and  with  him 
came  a  baud  of  arme<i  men  troui  Sumter  County,  Alabama.  They  came,  as  they  said, 
for  the  purpose  of  seeing  that  this  colored  man,  Keunard.  had  a  fair  showing  in  the 
courts,  and  was  allowed  to  testify*,  and  to  introduce  the  evidence  that  he  claimed  to  be 
able  to  introduce ;  that  was  the  statement  they  made.  Well,  there  was  a  good  largo 
number  of  these  men. 

By  the  Ciiauoun: 

(Juestion,  How  many  f 

Anstrer.  They  were  variously  estimated  at  from  thirty  to  one  hundred  and  fifty ;  I 
HupiKise  myself  there  were  forty  or  fifty  of  them. 

Question.  Did  they  api>ear  at  the  place  of  hearing  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  think  that  they  did. 

Question.  Was  there  a  hearing  before  the  magistrate  f 

Answer.  The  trial  was  again  coutiiiue<l  in  cousetjuence  of  the  appearance  of  this) 
armed  band  ;  the  case  was  called  and  continued  for  a  week.  The  court  and  the  citi- 
zens and  attorneys  feared  that  there  would  be  a  collision  or  disturbance  in  the  court  if 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


MISSISSIPPI.  65 

the  case  wao  heard  then.  After  the  continnance  these  men  withdrew,  and  returned  to 
Alabama  without  having  committed  any  depredation  or  disturbance  of  any  kind 
whatever. 

(^ite/iiion,  Wbat  was  there  to  show  that  these  men  came  for  any  purpose  connected 
with  the  hearing  in  the  case  of  that  colored  man ;  what  was  there  to  show  that  t 

Antwer,  They  came  with  him  on  the  same  train,  and  stated  publicly  there  on  tho 
streets  that  they  came  in  order  to  protect  him.  or  to  see  that  he  was  enabled  to  testify, 
and  to  show  that  this  man  Price  was  guilty  of  flogging  him  on  the  occasion. 

QuestUm,  Did  yon  hear  any  of  them  say  so  f 

Angwer,  I  did  not  myself;  I  had  no  communication  with  any  of  them  myself.  A 
number  of  them  came  into  my  office — ten  or  lifteeu  of  the<n — but  they  did  not  speak  to 
me  nor  I  to  them. 

Qutttion.  How  were  they  armed  f 

Answer,  With  double-barreled  guns  generally,  a  considerable  number  of  them  ;  they 
were  not  all  armed  with  double-barreled  giins,  though  a  good  large  number  of  them 
were. 

QvaiiotL  Was  there  any  other  proceeding  or  occurrence  going  on  in  Meridian  to 
aceonnt  for  the  appearance  of  ari^ied  men  there  on  that  day  T 

Anwer.  There  was  not.  I  would  state  that  as  soon  as  they  got  off  the  train  at  the 
depot,  they  arrested  three  or  four  colored  men,  tied  them,  and  sent  them  back  on  tbo 
next  train  to  Alabama.  My  understanding  is  that  they  reported  that  they  had  discov- 
erai  these  men  there  by  accident;  and  as  they  were  men  who  had  forfeited  their  con- 
tnictft,  and  one  of  them  was  guilty  of  stealing,  they  assumed  the  resx>on8ibility  of 
sending  them  back  to  their  own  State. 

QuisUtm.  Was  there  any  disturbance  on  that  day,  any  violation  or  breach  of  the 
peace T 

Antwer.  There  was  not. 

Question.  What  next  occurred  in  connection  with  this  subject  t 

Inmcer,  This  trial  of  Mr.  Price  was  continued  for  one  week.  On  the  day  set  for  the 
trial,  I  think,  there  were  two  or  three  of  these  men  came  over,  but  the  man  Kennard 
did  not  come ;  they  reported  that  ho  was  sick  and  unable  to  be  there. 

QuesiUm,  That  was  the  negro  who  claimed  to  be  a  deputy  sheriff? 

Anmcer.  Yes,  sir.  There  was  still  no  disturbance,  although  there  was  considerable 
feeling  eitisting  in  the  community,  and  considerable  apprehension  ;  I  had  great  appre- 
hension myseli.  The  trial  was  again  continued  for  one  week.  I  felt  satisfied  that  there 
would  be  trouble,  and  induced  Price  to  withdraw  from  the  community,  in  order  to 
aroid  a  collision. 

Queitkm,  Yon  induced  him  to  withdraw  t 

Anncer,  1  did  it  as  a  friend,  a  xiolitical  and  personal  friend,  and  as  a  friend  of  peace, 
in  order  to  preserve  quiet  in  the  conmaunity ;  I  suggested  to  him  that  it  was  best  for 
him  to  withdraw. 

By  Mr.  Van  Trump: 
Quatimi.  Was  he  under  bond  for  his  appearance  t 
Answer.  He  was  under  a  small  bond. 

By  the  Chairman: 

QMet(iaii.  Did  he  leave  f 

Answer.  He  did.    The  day  for  the  trial  came ;  he  was  called,  and  did  not  answer. 

Question.  Was  the  prosecutor  there — the  negro— Kennard  f 

Answer.  I  am  not  certain  that  he  was ;  I  did  not  see  him ;  his  attoniey  was  there. 

Question.  Was  that  the  end  of  the  proceeding  against  Price  f 

Answer.  Yea,  sir. 

QuaAfn.  There  was  nothing  further  done  f 

Answer.  Nothing  further  done  in  the  matter. 

(Iwstum.  The  recognizance  was  forfeited  f 

Answer.  It  was. 

Questwn.  What  connection  has  this  with  the  lawlessness  which  followed  T 

Answer.  The  colored  people  were  not  pleased  vfith.  Mr.  Price  for  leaving  there.  The 
leading  ones,  some  of  them,  came  to  me  and  enggested  that  they  had  been  badly 
treated— had  been  imposed  upon ;  they  said  they  would  prefer  that  Mr.  Price  should 
have  remained  there  and  taken  the  chances. 

By  Mr.  Beck: 
Quettkm.  Did  they  not  hold  a  meeting  on  the  Saturday  before  the  riot  T 
Answer.  Yes,  sir.    I  have  not  got  to  that  yet. 

By  Mr.  Van  Trump: 

QnaUon.  What  length  of  time  intervened  from  the  last  day  fixed  for  the  trial  of 
Ptiee  to  the  riot  on  the  6th  of  March  t 

5  M 
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Anmcer,  It  vraa  aboat  ten  or  twelve  days.  The  mavor  of  oar  city,  Mr.  Stnrgis,  xras 
also  displeased  with  Mr.  Price  for  leaving.  He  had  applied  to  the  governor  for  a  sqnad  of 
Federal  troops.  The  troops  were  sent  there,  and  he  had  commenced  proceedings agains^t 
prominent  democratic  citizens  of  the  town,  accusing  them  of  having  invited  these  Ala- 
bamians  into  our  State. 

Question.  The  mayor  did  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  What  was  his  name  T 

Anstcer.  William  Stnrgis.  That  got  up  a  very  bitter  feeling  toward  him  in  the  com- 
munity. I  saw  that  the  feeling  was  very  bitter ;  I  knew  the  people  very  perfectly ;  I 
have  always  lived  there.  I  went  to  Mr.  Stnrgis,  and  asked  him,  still  in  the  interest  of 
peace,  to  resign  his  position ;  he  declined  to  do  it.  We  then  asked  the  governor  to 
remove  him  from  the  position,  not  because  he  was  not  a  good  officer,  but  in  the  intenrst 
of  peace.  The  prudent  republicans  there  and  some  of  the  leading  democrat's  were  aux- 
ious  to  preserve  peace  at  all  sacrifices.  He  became  very  indiguant  at  our  asking  the 
governor  to  remove  him,  and  sent  one  or  two  of  the  leading  colored  men  to  Jackson  to 
see  the  governor  in  his  interest,  and  to  counteract  the  movement  for  his  removal 
These  colored  men  returned  to  our  town  on  Friday,  together  with  the  colored  member 
of  the  legislature,  Aaron  Moore.  I  was  not  pleased  with  the  appearance  of  things. 
They  called  a  meeting  the  next  day,  Saturday,  the  4th  of  March,  in  the  court-house. 

By  Mr.  CoBCRK : 

Question.  Who  called  the  meeting? 

Answer.  The  colored  people  exclusively.  They  came  to  my  office,  which  ia  in  a  room 
adjoining  the  court-room,  and  told  me  the  object  of  the  meeting.  They  said  it  was 
only  to  give  expression  to  their  feeling  in  favor  of  the  mayor  being  retained  at  that 
time.  I  saw  no  objection  to  that  meeting.  They  proceetled  with  it,  and  the  meeting 
was  continued  for  some  two  or  three  hours;  speeches  were  made  tbere  by  as  many  as 
three  of  the  leading  colored  men. 

By  Mr.  Beck  : 

Question.  Name  the  three  leading  colored  men,  if  you  can. 

Answer.  Warren  Tyler,  William  Dennis,  alias  Clopton,  and  J.  Aaron  Moore,  a  mem- 
ber of  the  legislature  from  our  county.  They  got  a  pretty  good  audience  together.  I 
was  in  my  room  adjoining ;  I  did  not  go  into  the  room  where  the  speaking  was  going  on. 

By  Mr.  Van  Trump  : 

Question.  Were  you  within  hearing  of  the  speaking  there? 

Answer.  I  could  not  understand  wuat  was  said  from  where  I  was ;  I  could  hear  tbe 
talking  and  the  speaking,  but  not  distinguish  the  words.  The  audience  became  con- 
siderably aroused  and  excited,  and  appeared  to  take  great  interest  in  the  meeting.  Two 
or  three  white  gentlemen  who  were  in  my  office  informed  me  that  the  speeches  were 
such  as  were  calculated  to  inflame  the  feelings  of  the  white  people,  or  the  democratic 
people. 

Question,  And  also  to  inflame  the  negroes ;  was  that  their  idea  too  t 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  that  it  was  arousing  the  negroes  to  a  feeling  against  the  white 
people,  or  in  favor  of  taking  matters  in  tneir  own  hands.  That  is  the  way  they  stated 
It  from  their  standpoint. 

By  Mr.  Stevenson  : 
Question.  Were  they  democrats  who  gave  you  this  information  f 
Ansxcer.  Some  of  them  were,  some  were  not ;  one  was  a  deputy  clerk  of  mine.  A 
number  of  democrats  dropped  into  the  audience  as  the  meeting  progressed.  I  stepped 
to  the  door  at  one  time,  and  heard  a  few  sentences  of  one  of  the  speakers.  I  was  satis- 
fied myself  that  it  would  cause  some  trouble;  that  the  remarks  of  the  speakers  were 
calculated  to  inflame  the  minds  of  the  democratic  hearers;  that,  while  there  was  uothing 
really  objectionable  in  the  remarks,  nothing  but  what  might  have  very  properly  been 
said,  yet,  knowing  the  feelings  of  the  people  there,  from  &eir  standpoint  I  was  satis- 
fied it  would  get  up  considerable  feeling. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  What  was  the  tenor  of  the  remarks  you  heard  f 

Answer.  It  was  to  ann  themselves  and  prepare  to  resist  the  visits  of  those  Alabama 
men,  who  had  come  over  there  out  of  their  State,  and  taken  away  from  our  State  three 
or  four  colored  men.  That  was  the  main  point  of  the  sentences  that  I  heard.  While 
they  might  have  had  that  right,  still  I  knew  it  was  calculated  toofl^end  the  whites,  and 
to  inflame  them  and  raise  a  very  bitter  feeling. 

Question.  Was  there  any  disturbance  or  breach  of  the  peace  at  that  meeting  f 

Anstcer.  No,  sir.  I  went  to  the  sheriff  and  suggested  that  the  meeting  ought  to  be 
discontinued  ;  that  he  should  suggest  its  discontinuance.  He  did  not  do  it,  however. 
The  meeting  continued  until  about  sundown  that  evening.    About  one  hour  later  the 
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alarm  of  fire  was  given  in  an  important  part  of  the  town,  in  the  buBiness  part  of  the 
city.  The  fire  originated  between  the  storehouse  of  the  mayor  and  an  adjoining  store- 
hou<ie,  in  a  wooden  building.  The  excitement  was  pretty  high  during  the  burning, 
TiDtil  as  late  as  twelve  o'clock  at  night. 

By  Mr.  Beck: 
Qvotton.  How  much  of  the  city  was  burned  t 
Annttr,  One  block  of  houses,  about  six  or  eight  stores. 

By  Mr.  Van  Trump: 
QitesUan.  Do  you  mean  by  a  block  a  square,  from  one  street  to  another  t 
Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Qutftion,  What  was  the  origin  of  that  fire  T 

JMirer.  There  are  democrats  there  who  have  been  disposed  to  accuse  the  mayor  of 
setting  it  on  fire,  or  having  it  done,  himself. 

By  Mr.  Van  Trump  : 

Qaeation.  Was  it  cool  or  warm  weather  f 

Anncer.  It  was  moderately  warm  at  the  time ;  we  had  no  fires  in  our  chimneys  or 
grates. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

QM8tion.  Was  there  any  feeling  attributing  the  origin  of  the  fir©  to  either  side  of 
this  controversy  f  Let  us  get  at  the  whole  feeling,  as  near  as  we  can,  preceding  the 
riot 

Answer.  The  democrats  were  disposed  to  take  the  ground  that  a  few  leading  colored 
xuen  there  were  determined  to  bring  about  a  collision,  while  a  few  leading  colored  men 
took  the  same  position  in  regard  to  the  democrats.  The  feeling  on  each  side  was  about 
the  same  in  regard  to  a  few  leading  men  on  each  side.  Hence  the  democrats  were 
iDcIined  to  believe,  or  pretended  to  believe,  that  the  mayor  was  implicated  in  the 
bnniing ;  that  he  set  fire  to  his  own  building  in  order  to  sacrifice  the  town  :  that  he 
tras  willing  to  sacrifice  his  own  interest  in  order  to  sacrifice  the  interest  of  others. 

QueiUon.  Was  it  his  building  that  was  burned  f 

Answer,  It  was  in  the  name  of  his  brother,  but  it  was  supposed  that  he  bad  an  inter- 
est in  it. 

Question.  Have  there  been  any  legal  proceedings  growing  out  of  the  fires,  in  the  way 
of  prosecutions,  or  in  the  way  of  action  upon  the  policy  of  insurance,  which  led  i0 
any  development  as  to  the  cause  of  the  fire  f 

Answer.  There  have  been  some  investigations,  but  no  developments.  There  was  an 
investigation  before  the  grand  jury,  which  sat  a  short  time  after;  also  an  investigation 
by  a  meeting  of  the  citizens,  but  nothing  ever  grew  out  of  it. 

Question.  There  was  no  positive  evidence  in  regard  to  the  origin  of  the  fire  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Beck  : 

QsesHon.  While  that  fire  was  going  on,  did  many  of  the  leading  negroes  refuse  to 
vork  to  help  put  it  out  f 

Answer.  1  am  inclined  to  think  they  did.  There  have  been  several  fires  there,  and 
prior  to  that  time  the  negroes  were  very  efllcient,  and  all  worked,  and  received  credit 
for  anbdning  the  fires.  On  this  occasion  I  regretted  to  notice  that  large  numbers  of 
negroes  did  not  take  hold  as  usual.  Having  influence  with  them,  I  urged  upon  them 
to  do  what  they  could  to  put  out  the  fire ;  some  of  them  did,  and  some  did  not. 

QnesUcn.  Did  not  this  man  Clopt-on,  the  orator  of  the  day,  say  that  that  was  a 
vhite  man's  fire,  and  they  had  nothing  to  do  with  it? 

Answer.  I  heard  that  stated. 

Qnestum.  Is  it  not  charged  ? 

Answer.  It  is  the  common  remark  that  he  made  such  a  remark. 

Queslion.  Were  there  any  shots  fired  during  the  time  the  fire  was  raging  ? 

Answer.  A  number  of  shots  were  fired  in  difierent  parts  of  the  town  during  the  fire. 

QuesHtm.  Were  there  not  a  number  of  white  men  wounded  during  the  fire  f 

Answ^.  I  do  not  think  there  were ;  it  was  so  stated,  but  I  am  inclined  to  think  that 
tbey  were  not  wounded,  though  they  said  so. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  Was  it  exclusively  owing  to  the  efibrts  of  the  white  men  that  the  fire  was 
roppreseedf 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  a  lar^c  number  of  colored  men  worked  very  hard,  though  some  did 
oot  seem  to  take  hold  with  the  interest  they  had  shown  at  fires  before  that  time. 

Question,  Were  there  any  whit<o  men  who  stood  back  ? 

Answer,  Large  numbers  of  them;  not  one-fifth  part  of  the  white  men  took  hold. 
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By  Mr.  Stevenson  : 
QuesiUm.  Prior  to  that  time  the  negroes  were  the  fire  department  T 
Answer.  Yee,  sir ;  or  rather  we  hMl  no  fire  department,  bat  the  negroes  did  most  of 
the  work. 

•  By  the  Chairman  : 
Qiustion,  Which  i*ace  did  the  most  to  pat  oat  this  fire  of  Satarday  night  f 
Answer.  I  think  it  was  aboat  equal. 

By  Mr.  Van  Trump  : 
Question.  Did  not  those  negroes  who  did  not  assist  denoance  those  who  did  f 
Anncer.  Not  in  my  hearing ;  I  have  heard  such  charges  made,  but  I  heard  nothing  of 
the  kind  while  I  wsis  on  the  ground,  and  I  was  there  until  the  fire  was  about  oat. 

By  Mr.  Beck  : 

Question.  Was  it  not  commonly  reported  that  night  that,  while  a  nnmber  of  the  ne- 
groes worked  as  they  had  always  done  heretofore,  the  leaders,  sach  as  Clopton  and 
others,  made  nse  of  expressions  like  this :  *^  This  is  a  white  man's  fire,  and  we  don't 
want  you  to  work  here  f" 

Anstoer.  That  has  been  charged  against  Clopton,  and  I  am  inclined  to  think  he  did 
make  some  indiscreet  remarks. 

Qnestion.  Was  it  not  further  charged  that  some  shots  were  fired  by  some  of  the  worst 
of  the  negro  population  there,  in  order  to  disconcert  those  who  were  trj-ing  to  put  out 
the  fire  f 

Answer.  It  is  believed  so  by  a  great  many  ;  I  do  not  know  that  it  is  so. 

Question.  Was  it  so  charged  at  that  time  f 

Answer.  They  were  very  ready  to  charge  it  on  the  neg^roes. 

Question.  Was  there  not  a  very  general  anprehension  among  the  people  there  that 
there  was  a  design  on  the  part  o^  not  the  whole  negro  population,  but  the  worst  men 
among  them,  their  leaders,  to  bum  the  town  f 

Answer.  A  great  many  men  thought  there  were  certain  negroes  whom  they  consid- 
ered bad  negroes  who  were  disposed  to  bring  about  a  collision,  or  bum  the  town,  or 
something  of  that  kind. 

Question.  Did  not  those  bad  negroes  have  a  great  deal  of  influence  over  the  mass  of 
the  negroes  f 

Answer.  There  was  some  influence. 

Question.  Was  there  not  a  Loyal  League  meeting  at  that  time,  and  did  not  the  bell  tap 
about  the  time  the  fire  broke  out  ? 

Answer.  I  have  heard  it  so  stated  ,*  I  do  not  know  that  it  is  so. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  This  fire  occurred  on  Satarday  night  f 

Answer.  Tes,  sir ;  the  4th  of  March. 

Question.  Was  there  any  outbreak  among  the  citizens  f 

Answer.  This  man,  William  Dennis,  was  arrested  daring  the  night ;  in  fsud  there  wsi 
an  eflfort  made  to  kill  him ;  he  was  struck  on  the  head  with  a  gun,  and  supposed  to  be 
dead,  and  removed  from  the  ground  as  dead. 

Question.  He  was  one  of  the  men  who  had  spoken  at  the  meeting  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  and  I  heard  that  it  was  done  because  of  some  incendiary  sngo^e^ 
tions  that  he  was  making  to  other  colored  men,  but  I  do  not  know  the  fiu;ts  about  that 

By  Mr.  Beck  : 

Question.  During  the  fire  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  He,  however,  was  not  badlv  hurt ;  but  he  was  arrested  and  held 
for  trial ;  he  was  held  during  that  night  and  during  Sunday,  the  trial  to  be  had  on 
Monday. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  Was  that  the  only  case  of  violence  that  occurred  that  night  f 

Answer.  The  only  one,  I  think ;  there  were  two  or  three  white  men  tnere  who  reported 
that  they  had  been  shot  at,  but  I  never  was  myself  inclined  to  believe  it. 

Question.  Were  you  present  when  Dennis  was  arrested  f 

Answer.  1  was  not ;  I  was  at  my  home.  A  friend  of  mine  came  to  me  and  informed 
me  first  that  Dennis  was  dead,  and  that  there  was  likely  to  be  considerable  trouble. 

Qneition.  Did  you  hear  what  Dennis  had  saidf 

Answer.  Only  current  report. 

Question.  Did  you  hear  him  say  anything  f 

Answer.  I  did  not  see  him  during  the  night.  , 

Question.  Did  this  bitter  feeling,  of  which  yoa  have  spoken  as  existing  in  the  begio- 
ning,  continue  and  increase  donng  these  prooeedings,  men  becoming  exasperated  oo 
both  sides  T 
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AwwT,  Daring  the  firef 

^uestiON.  During  the  progress  of  all  these  things — ^the  meeting,  the  fire,  &;c. 

AimEer,  Tes,  sir ;  the  feenng,  as  I  observed,  became  more  intense. 

(^wx^xm.  On  both  sides  f 

Antwer.  On  both  sides ;  I  think,  though,  with  the  colored  people  it  was  confined  to  a 
few,  but  with  the  whites  it  became  more  general.  The  whit4is  called  a  citizens'  meet- 
ing on  Monday  morning,  and  they  had  a  very  large  meeting,  at  which  there  was  con- 
siderable discussion ;  some  resolutions  were  adopted. 

Qiustkm,  Let  me  understand,  because  this  is  a  subject  I  desire  to  underetand,  if  I 
can.  Was  this  bitterness  of  feeling  of  which  you  speak  one  arising  simply  out  of  the 
alleged  arrest  of  negroes  by  these  people  from  Alabama,  and  the  consequent  imprcs- 
$ioD  on  the  part  of  the  negroes  that  the  white  men  there  wished  to  oppress  tbem  in 
that  way ;  or  had  it  any  connection  whatever  with  party  politics  T 

Antwer,  WeU,  the  colored  people  were  very  much  dissatisfied  because  no  effort  had 
been  made  by  the  officers  to  arrest  the  men  when  they  came  from  Alabama,  and  carried 
off  foor  or  five  colored  men  in  broad  open  daylight,  without  any  resistance  being  of- 
fered to  them.  The  colored  people  thought  it  became  their  duty  to  take  some  steps  for 
tbeir  own  protection. 

Quotum.  Then  there  was  no  political  question  in  this  contest  at  all,  further  than  as 
political  feeling  might  be  attributed  to  one  man  or  another  who  was  implicated  in  it  1 

Anstper.  Tes,  that  was  about  the  only  feeling. 

QuesHon,  There  was  no  political  question  at  the  bottom  of  this  f 

Answer.  There  was  no  political  question  under  discussion — nothing  of  that  kind. 

QuesUm,  No  further  than,  as  you  have  stated,  as  the  men  engaged  in  it  might  belong 
to  oue  party  or  the  other,  the  negroes  on  one  side  of  the  question  and  the  white  men 
on  the  other  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Queiiion,  Go  on  and  give  us,  as  far  as  you  know,  a  statement  of  what  occurred  at  the 
trial  on  Monday ;  or  continue  your  narrative  by  stating  what  occurred  between  Satur- 
day night  and  Monday,  if  there  was  anything. 

Answer.  On  Sunday  there  was  considerable  excitement  among  the  whites ;  they  held 
little  street-comer  meetings,  and  decided  upon  holding  a  general  meeting  on  Monday 
morning,  which  they  did. 

By  Mr.  Van  Trump  : 

Question.  These  Sunday  meetings  were  not  caUed  meetings,  but  merely  accidental 
meetings  f 

Answer.  They  were  meetings  gotten  up  for  the  occasion.  Well,  the  people  then  were 
disposed  to  think  that  the  negroes  had  set  fire  to  the  town,  and  that  they  were  anxious 
for  a  difficulty.  The  white  people  proposed  to  hold  tAiis  meeting  for  the  purpose  of 
taking  some  steps  to  control  them. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

QuesUon.  Were  these  Sunday  meetings  in  the  form  of  organized  meetings  or  merely 
knots  of  citizens  discussing  f 

Answer.  On  Sunday  the  meetings  were  generally  informal ;  on  the  Monday  there  was 
a  r^Iar  organized  meeting,  a  very  full  one.  A  number  of  the  citizens  made  speeches 
which  I  thought  were  very  violent,  and  the  resolutions  were  violent. 

Question,  Did  yon  hear  any  of  the  speeches  T 

Answer.  I  heard  some  portions  of  them. 

Question,  What  was  the  tenor  of  themf 

Answer.  They  seemed  to  charge  upon  the  negroes  a  disposition  to  get  up  a  disturb- 
ance, and  they  seemed  disposed  to  want  some  measures  of  vigilance  adopted  by  which 
the  Deeroes  could  be  controlled  and  prevented  from  holding  incendiary  meetings  ;  to 
rtop  them  from  indiscriminate  firing  of  guns ;  from  the  carrying  of  guns,  and  things 
of  that  kind.  They  adopted  resolutions  requesting  the  immediate  resignation  of  the 
mayor— not  requesting,  however,  but  giving  him  so  many  hours  in  which  to  leave  the 
town.  They  appointed  committees  to  investigate  the  origin  of  the  fire.  The  meeting 
continued  until  12  or  1  o'clock,  I  suppose. 

By  Mr.  Stevenson  : 

Que$tion.  How  did  they  propose  to  stop  the  carrying  of  arms  by  the  negroes ;  were 
they  disposed  to  disarm  the  negroes  T 

Answer.  They  were  inclined  to  charge  most  of  the  things  on  the  mayor ;  they  charged 
lum  with  being  partial,  and  allowing  these  things  among  the  negroes.  They  adopted 
aw«olntion  asking  for  his  removal,  and  appointed  a  committee  to  visit  the  governor 
and  ask  for  the  removal  of  the  mayor ;  and  that  they  might  have  officers  appointed 
*bo  wonlcl  control  the  negroes ;  who  would  disarm  them,  and  break  up  their  organi- 
sations, or,  as  they  called  them,  their  incendiary  organizations. 

QvetttoR.  I  8upi>oso  they  meant  the  Leagues  f 
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Anmcer.  Yes,  sir ;  they  have  been  very  hostile  toward  the  League  darinf  its  organi- 
zation there.  During  the  progress  of  the  meeting  there  were  two  or  three  colored 
men  arrested  on  the  charge  of  having  been  implicated  in  the  buiuing  of  the  bnilding.s 
Saturday  night,  among  them  Warren  Tyler,  and  Aaron  Moore,  tho  representative. 
There  were  afifldavits  made  against  them  as  having  been  in  some  way  connected  with 
the  fire.    The  three  men  were  put  upon  trial  that  day,  Moore,  Tyler,  and  Dennis. 

By  Mr.  Coburn  : 
Question,  Dennis  went  also  by  the  name  of  Clopton  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  he  was  known  by  both  names ;  his  real  name  was  Dennis,  thoagli 
he  was  more  oft-en  called  Clopton. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

QueatUm,  By  "  trial "  I  suppose  you  mean  a  preliminary  examination  T 

Ansiter,  A  preliminary  examination,  yes,  sir.  The  trial  had  been  progressing  some 
half  an  hour,  or  probably  an  hour. 

Questian.  Had  that  examination  commenced  before  the  adjournment  of  the  meeting 
of  which  you  have  siMjken  T 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  it  commenced  a  short  while  after  the  meeting ;  I  suppose  it  com- 
menced about  half-past  two  in  the  afternoon.  They  were  hearing  the  charges  agaiust 
Tyler;  Tyler  was  a  man  of  considerable  shrewdness,  and  was  managing  his  owu 
defense. 

By  Mr.  Van  Trump: 
Question,  Were  you  present  during  that  investigation  f 

Anstcer.  1  was  not ;  I  was  in  the  ac^oining  room,  but  not  in  the  room  where  the  trial 
was  going  on. 

By  Mr.  Stevbnson  : 

Question,  Had  any  of  these  Alabama  men  come  over  to  that  trial  T 

Ansicer.  No,  sir,  there  wore  none  over  there  on  the  day  of  the  trial  that  I  know  of; 
there  had  been  some  there  on  the  night  of  the  burning,  the  Saturday  night  before. 

Queiition,  Did  you  know  any  of  them  f 

Anstcer,  I  did  not ;  I  was  told  that  there  wer«  some  there ;  I  do  not  know  that  it 
was  so. 

Question,  Were  you  told  who  were  there  f 

Answer,  No,  sir 

By  the  Chairman: 

Question.  Go  on  and  give  an  account  of  the  trial,  as  you  call  it. 

Answer,  The  trial  was  progressing,  and  a  witness  was  being  examined,  who  testified 
against  this  man  Tyler.  After  he  was  through,  Tyler  called  him  back,  and  asked  to 
introduce  a  couple  of  witnesses  to  impeach  his  evidence. 

By  Mr.  Van  Trump: 
Q^uestion.  Was  his  name  Brantley  f 
Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Beck  : 

Question.  What  was  his  first  name  T    There  are  two  Brantley's. 

Anstcer,  James  Brantley.  Brantley  took  exceptions  at  having  his  evidence  qiie,s- 
tioned,  and,  as  I  understand,  raised  a  club,  and  moved  toward  this  man  Tyler.  Then 
it  was  that  the  first  shot  was  fired,  and  the  justice  was  killed  by  that  first  shot;  so  the 
general  impression  is,  or  the  evidence  as  taken  shows  that ;  I  do  not  know  that,  for  1 
was  In  an  a^oining  room,  where  I  heard  all  the  shots. 

By  Mr.  Coburn  : 
Question.  What  was  the  name  of  the  justice  f 
Anstcer,  Bramlette. 

By  Mr.  Beck  : 
Question.  Who  was  supposed  to  have  fired  that  first  shot  f 

Anstcer,  There  is  a  great  deal  of  mystery  about  that.  The  democrats  generally 
charge  it  to  this  man  '^ler,  the  prisoner ;  that  is  very  questionable,  however. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Question,  You  say  the  democrats  charge  Warren  Tyler  with  firing  the  first  shot  T 
Anstrer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Was  there  any  charge  by  name  that  anybody  else  fired  it  ? 
Anstcer.  There  was  not.    The  colored  people  generally,  and  there  were  a  great  many 
of  them  in  there,  took  the  ground  that  Tyler  did  not  fire  the  first  shot ;  that  it  was  au 
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accidental  shot,  in  the  indiscriminAte  firing  there,  that  killed  Bramlette.  I  suppose 
thpie  were  forty  or  fifty  shots  fired  within  five  minutes. 

QuaSoit,  Was  Tyler  armed  ? 

Angwer.  The  sheriff  says  that  he  disarmed  him  at  the  commencement  of  the  trial ; 
that  he  was  satisfied  that  he  had  done  so.  But  when  the  firing  commenced  Tyler  was 
iteen  to  draw  a  pistol ;  some  of  the  witnesses  testify  they  saw  him  shoot ;  others  do  not 
testify  so.  The  witness  who  was  making  at  Tyler  with  a  stick  was  rather  between 
Tj'ler  and  the  Justice ;  hence  it  is  altogetner  probable  that  it  was  an  accidental  shot. 
If  Tyler  did  shoot,  it  was  at  the  witness  who  was  striking  at  him  with  the  stick,  and 
that  shot  may  have  killed  the  justice,  though  a  large  number  are  disposed  to  think 
that  the  shot  was  deliberately  aimed  at  the  justice. 

By  Mr.  Beck  : 
Q^Han,  By  Tyler  t 
Awmer.  By  Tyler. 

By  Mr.  Van  Trump: 

Qnettion.  Let  me  understand  you  as  you  go  along.  You  say  there  is  evidence  that 
the  sheriff  disarmed  Tyler  T 

Antimr.  He  states  so  in  his  evidence. 

QiieftUm.  And  then  there  is  evidence  that  Tyler  afterwanl  appeared  with  a  pistol  f 

AMiter.  The  sheriff  states,  in  his  evidence  before  the  investigating  court,  that  it 
was  his  intention  to  disarm  Tyler,  and  that  he  thought  he  had  done  so ;  but  w^hen  the 
firing  commenced,  a  number  of  the  witnesses  show  th«it  Tyler  drew  a  i>i8tol,  and  some 
state  that  he  had  as  many  as  two  pistols ;  where  he  was  finally  killed  there  was  a  pistol 
picked  Qp  from  the  floor. 

By  Mr.  Beck: 

Qwstum.  Had  Tyler  gone  out  twice  during  the  trial  ? 

A9twer,  There  were  a  number  of  witnesses  who  so  said. 

{huttion.  Was  it  not  pretty  freely  charged  that  Sturgis,  the  mayor,  had  furnished 
Tyler  with  arms  after  he  had  been  disarmed  by  the  sheriff? 

Answer.  There  are  a  great  many  who  think  so ;  I  do  not  know  that  there  is  any  posi- 
tive evidence  of  it,  though  a  great  many  think  so. 

By  the  Cqairkak  : 

Qwstion.  Give  us  the  whole  history  of  the  affair  as  far  as  yon  can. 

AttJiwer.  After  the  firing  commenced  there  was  then  a  general  confusion  in  the 
fonrt-room;  I  suppose  there  were  forty  shots  fired ;  the  audience  got  down  the  stairs 
very  soon  after  the  firing  commenced.  This  man,  Tyler,  advanced  to  a  little  veran- 
da in  front,  on  the  second  story — ho  had  received  two  sbotia  up  to  that  time — 
and  he  jumped  off  the  little  balcony  and  was  earned  to  a  little  shop,  I  suppose  one 
hundred  or  one  hundred  and  fifty  yards  from  there,  where  he  was  hidden  away.  As 
soon  OS  it  was  announced  that  there  was  trouble  the  citizens  commenced  arming,  and  it 
wa8  almost  universal ;  I  suppose  there  were  three  hundred  men  under  anus  within  fif- 
t4«n  minutes.  They  started  ofl'  in  search  of  this  man,  Tyler,  found  him,  and  killed 
him~riddled  his  body  with  bullets.  It  was  found  that  there  were  two  or  three  men 
dead  in  the  court-room,  or  rather  one  was  dead  and  the  other  was  dying ;  and  the 
judge  was  also  instantly  killed.  One  of  the  colored  men,  Dennis,  was  not  dead  :  he  was 
afterward  dragged  from  the  balcony  and  thrown  over  onto  the  sidewalk;  afterward 
carried  back  into  the  court-room,  and  during  the  night  his  tly^oat  was  cut  iu  the  room 
where  he  was  lying.  Well,  there  was  great  excitement  on  the  street  the  balance  of  the 
afternoon ;  they  talked  a  while  of  going  to  the  mayor's  house 

By  Mr.  Cob  urn  : 

Quetiion,  ^*  They  talked,''  you  said ;  who  talked  f 

Ansver.  The  armed  mob  of  two  or  three  hundred  men. 

Qitettion.  White  men! 

Aiuiwer.  White  men ;  they  proposed  to  put  themselves  under  the  control  of  the  sheriff^ 
hat  they  were  not  controlled  much.  They  divided  themselves  into  posses— companies — 
and  patrolled  the  town  during  that  evening  and  night.  Duiiiig  the  night  there  were 
three  other  colored  men  arrested,  carried  to  a  room  in  the  court-house,  and  put  m 
charge  of  a  special  deputy.  One  of  them  had  been  wounded  in  the  afternoon — ^his  arm 
hrolien  by  a  shot.  During  the  night  those  three  colored  men  were  taken  out ;  and  they 
were  found  dead  the  next  morning,  about  two  hundred  yards  from  where  they  had 
heen  confined.  There  Wiis  never  any  evidence  brought  out  as  to  who  took  them  out 
of  the  room ;  there  was  a  great  mystery  attached  to  it. 

Queilion.  Were  they  left  in  the  custody  of  the  sheriff? 

AHnctr,  They  were  left  in  the  custody  of  the  sheriff  proper,  and  he  left  them  in  charge 
of  a  special  deputy. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


72  CONDITION   OF   AFFAIRS  IN  THE  SOUTHERN   STATES. 

QuesUon,  What  account  did  the  special  deputy  give  of  it ;  was  he  examined  abont 
that? 

Answer,  He  was  examined  before  the  investigating  court,  and  said  that  he  had  de- 
livered them  back  to  the  sheriff,  or  that  he  went  to  the  sheriff  and  told  him  that  he 
would  not  act  any  longer,  and  then  went  off. 

By  Mr.  Van  Trump  : 
Question.  What  court,  or  what  examination ;  the  one  by  Judge  Leachman  f 
An8W€}\  The  examination  by  Judge  Leachman.  Two  of  those  colored  men  were 
wholly  inoffensive ;  there  was  some  trumped-up  charge  against  one  of  them,  but  the 
other  two  were  wholly  inoffensive,  no  charges  against  either  of  them,  no  better  men 
living.  They  also  made  very  close  search  for  Moore,  a  member  of  the  legislature.  He 
was  in  the  court-room  at  the  time  of  the  trial,  but,  by  strategy,  he  escaped.  He  was 
sitting  near  the  justice,  who  was  killed,  and  appreciating  the  danger,  he  fell  down  on 
the  floor  by  his  side,  and  appeared  to  be  dead ;  by  that  means  he  escaped  from  the 
building.  These  men  then  hunted  around  his  premises,  and  around  the  country  for 
several  miles.    During  the  night  his  house  was  burnt ;  a  very  good  residence. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Question,  Were  there  any  white  men  wounded  in  this  contest  in  the  court-roomt 
Ansicer.  There  were  two  slightly  wounded — spectators,  or  men  not  materially  inter- 
ested. 

By  Mr.  Van  Trump  : 

Questiwi,  How  were  the  spectators  there  divided  ;  were  those  of  one  color  all  on  one 
side  of  the  room,  and  the  white  men  on  the  other  ? 

Anstrer.  The  colored  men,  with  the  exception  of  one  or  two  of  the  city  police,  per- 
haps, were  in  the  rear  end  of  the  building. 

Question.  All  together  separate  from  the  whites  T 

Answer.  I  think  so. 

Question.  And  the  whites  were  by  themselves  f 

Answer.  The  whites  were  generally  together,  forward. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  Who  were  the  two  white  men  wounded ;  any  persons  connected  with  the 
court,  or  mere  spectators  f 

Answer.  Mere  spectators ;  workmen — mechanics — who  had  just  dropped  into  the  court- 
room from  curiosity. 

Question.  Were  they  wounded  by  this  indiscriminate  firing,  which  followed  the  first 
shooting  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Was  that  the  end  of  this  transaction,  known  as  the  Meridian  riott 

Answer.  The  burning  of  the  residence  of  Moore,  and  the  burning  of  the  church  occur- 
red during  that  night. 

Question.  Whose  church  was  burned  T 

Answer.  The  colored  people's' church,  a  Baptist  church. 

Question.  Was  it  Mr.  Moore's  church  that  was  burned  f 

Answer.  It  was  not  his  church ;  he  was  a  preacher  of  the  Methodist  church.  The 
church  that  was  burned  was  the  colored  Baptist  church,  near  his  residence.  They 
followed  Moore.  I  suppose,  for  fifty  miles  out  on  the  railroad  leading  to  Jackson,  for 
the  next  day, perhaps  two  days,  following;  I  do  not  know  for  what  purpose. 

Question.  Who  followed  him,  the  citizens! 

Ansio€i\  A  large  number  of  armed  men,  citizens  of  the  town.  They  reported  that 
they  were  merely  following  him  to  bring  him  back  for  a  completion  of  the  hearing.  The 
other  two  persons  who  had  been  arrested  had  been  killed ;  Moore  had  escaped.  They 
said  that  they  only  wanted  to  bring  him  back  to  Meridian  in  order  that  the  investiga- 
tion might  go  forward.  The  general  impression  was  that  they  proposed  to  dispatch 
him  if  they  found  him,  and  I  think  that  was  the  case. 

Question.  Of  the  three  men  arrested — ^Tyler,  Dennis,  and  Moore — you  say  that  Tyler 
and  Dennis  were  both  killed  t 

Answer.  Tyler  and  Dennis  were  both  killed ;  Moore  is  living. 

Question.  Has  he  been  again  arrested  and  brought  to  trial  for  the  offenses  charged  on 
himf 

Anstcer.  He  has  not.  There  was  no  indictment  found  against  him  at  the  following 
court. 

Question.  Has  he  been  ba^k  to  the  city  of  Meridian  f 

Answer.  He  has  not ;  he  has  never  returned ;  he  is  still  living  at  Jackson  since  the 
a4ioumment  of  the  legislature.  It  is  not  safe  for  him  to  return.  I  wrote  him  myself 
not  to  return,  for  I  knew  he  would  not  live  twelve  hours  if  he  did  return. 

Question.  Could  he  be  taken  back  there  and  tried  in  the  ordinary  mode  of  proceeding 
in  courts  of  justice  f 
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Answer,  I  snppose  he  could  have  a  fair  trial ;  bat  he  would  be  liable  to  violence  from 
•nteide. 

QM€8fton.  Would  there  be  any  danger  of  his  being  taken  out  of  the  hands  of  the 
officers  of  the  law  T 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  that  there  would  be  any  danger  of  his  being  taken  out  of  the 
hands  of  the  officers  of  the  law,  though  if  he  were  to  come  back  there  and  was  not 
under  the  protection  of  the  officers  of  the  law,  I  am  satisfied  he  would  uot  be  safe. 

Qttaiion,  What  was  the  name  of  the  man  whose  testimony  was  questioned,  and  who 
resented  the  questioning  of  his  testimony  f 

Answer,  His  name  was  James  Brantley. 

Question.  Has  there  been  any  proceeding  against  him  for  the  assault  upon  Tyler  in 
the  conrt-Toom  T 

Answer.  There  has  not ;  there  has  been  this  investigation  before  Judge  Loachman. 

QnesHon,  Was  there  any  legal  proceeding  against  him  for  his  conduct  in  the  court- 
room t 

Anstver,  There  was  this  investigation  held  before  Judge  Licachman. 

Question,  Was  he  committed  or  discharged  on  that  investigation? 

Answer.  I  think  he  was  discharged.  There  were  two  or  three  gentlemen,  I  think, 
held  nnder  small  bonds ;  bnt  my  recollection  is  that  Brantley  was  discharged. 

Question.  1  want  to  ascertain  the  result,  and  th«  manner  of  enforcing  the  laws  against 
anybody  in  your  State. 

Answer,  He  may  have  been  held ;  I  really  disremember. 

Question.  What  investigation  are  you  speaking  off 

Answer.  The  investigation  held  before  Judge  Leachman,  the  district  judge— the  judge 
of  the  circuit  of  that  district. 

Question,  Did  he  sit  there  for  the  purpose  of  making  the  investigation  and  commit- 
ting for  trial  those  against  whom  might  be  found  sufficient  evidence  f 

Answer.  I  snppose  that  was  the  investigation. 

QuesHon.  Was  there  any  order  made  by  the  court  f 

Answer.  I  find  in  this  report  of  the  investigation  this  order : 

"State  of  Missibsippi,  Lauderdale  County: 

"I,  Robert  Leachman,  judge  of  the  sixth  judicial  district  of  the  State  of  Mis- 
sissippi, and  actins  as  committing  magistrate  in  the  above-stated  cause,  after  hearing 
the  testimouy,  do  hereby  order  that  G.  W.  Brantley,  Hugh  Wilson,  and  Robert  E.  Cole- 
man be  held  to  answer  before  the  grand  jury  at  the  next  term  of  the  circuit  court,  on 
the  3d  Monday  in  April,  1871,  to  answer  the  State  of  Mississippi  on  a  charge  of 
unlawful  assembly,  or  any  charge  the  grand  jury  may  see  fit  to  prefer  against  them, 
in  a  l)ODd  of  two  hundred  dollars  each,  with  good  and  sufficient  security.  That  J.  F. 
Sanford  and  Isaac  Adams  be  likewise  held  in  the  sum  of  five  hundred  dollars  each,  to 
answer  a  charge  of  assault  with  intent  to  kill,  or  any  charge  the  grand  jury  may  see 
fit  to  prefer  against  them ;  and  that  A.  G.  Horn  be  likewise  held  in  the  sum  of  one 
hnndred  dollars,  to  answer  a  charge  of  assault,  or  any  other  charge  the  grand  jury  may 
fiee  fit  to  prefer  against  him. 

"[SEAL.]  ROBT  LEACHMAN." 

Question,  Then  there  has  been  a  legal  investigation  of  this  occurrence  in  the  court- 
room! 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  And  the  parties  against  whom  the  judge  believed  there  was  sufficient  evi- 
dence nave  been  held  for  trial  f 

Asewer.  They  were  held  to  appear  before  the  circuit  court  to  answer  to  the  grand 
jury. 

Question.  Has  there  been  any  proceeding  there  j  has  the  grand  jury  acted  upon  the 
bill  that  was  sent  before  them  in  the  case  i 

Answer.  The  gi'and  jury  has  been  in  session  since  then,  but  my  understanding  is  that 
they  have  failed  to  find  an  indictment  against  them. 

QueiUon.  Do  you  know  that  t 

Answer.  I  do  not ;  we  do  not  have  a  way  of  knowing  these  things. 

Question.  You  are  a  clerk  of  one  of  the  courts  T 
•'Answer.  I  am  the  clerk  of  the  chancery  court,  not  of  the  circuit  court. 

Question.  Of  a  court  held  in  the  same  building  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Queifion.  Have  you  not  sufficient  information  to  be  able  to  state  whether  the  grand 
jnry  did  or  did  not  find  a  bill  f 

Answer.  I  am  satisfied  they  did  not,  though  I  do  not  know  it  from  any  positive 
information. 

Question,  It  is  so  generally  understood  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Qnettion,  It  would  have  been  a  matter  of  public  notoriety  if  they  had  found  a  bill! 
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Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Tlicu  the  end  of  the  law  has  been  reached,  so  far  as  that  investigation  into 
this  alleged  riot  is  concerned  ? 

Anstcer,  It  seems  so. 

Question,  Are  any  of  the  men  there  held  for  trial,  the  sheriff,  the  deputy  sheriff,  in 
whose  charge  these  tiiree  colored  men  were  left  who  were  taken  out  that  night  and 
afterward  killed  f 

Anstcer,  Any  of  these  number  boond  over  ? 

Question,  Yes. 

Answer.  I  think  not ;  none  of  these  were  of  the  guard  that  had  these  three  men  in 
charge ;  that  is,  I  do  not  think  they  are. 

Question,  la  this,  then,  the  whole  statement  you  have  to  make  in  refercuee  to  this 
matter?  If  there  is  anything  else  you  know  that  will  throw  any  light  upon  the  sub- 
ject of  our  investigation — which  will  enable  us  to  ascertain  whether  the  laws  are  suffi- 
ciently executed  in  the  State  of  Mississippi  to  8f3cuie  protection  to  life,  i>erson,  and 
property — tell  us  what  it  is. 

Anstcei',  I  do  not  know  that  I  know  anything  else  that  would  bear  upon  this  subject — 
that  would  add  anything  to  your  information. 

Queation,  Have  any  other  cases  of  lawlessness  occurred  in  your  county,  of  which 
you  have  knowledge,  for  which  ther»4s  no  adequate  redress  in  the  legal  tribunals  ? 

Answer,  There  have  been  some  other  outrages  committed  there,  but  there  never  has 
been  any  clew  found  to  them.  There  was  a  mail-route  agent  i-unning  from  my  office 
to  Sclma,  Alabama,  who  was  shot  and  killed  on  his  car,  just  at  the  State  line,  about 
twelve  or  fifteen  miles  Irom  Meridian  )  he  was  killed  from  no  cause  whatever ;  he  was 
a  remarkably  quiet  man. 

By  Mr.  Coburn  : 

Question.  When  was  that  T 

Answer,  That  was  in  November  last ;  he  was  an  appointee  of  the  Post  Office  Depart- 
ment here. 

Question.  What  was  his  name  f 

Answer.  His  name  was  Diggs.  And  then  in  the  same  month  a  member  of  the  board 
of  snpcrvisoi-s  of  our  county  was  killed  in  his  house,  about  ten  miles  from  Meridian. 

Question.  What  was  his  namef 

Anmra\  Joseph  Williams.  It  seems  that  ho  was  attacked  by  about  twenty  or  thirty 
masked  men ;  he  was  called  out  of  his  house  and  shot.  He*  was  a  little  inflaential 
and  prominent  in  his  community  among  colored  people. 

Question.  What  was  his  color  ? 

Answer,  Ho  was  a  colored  man ;  not  guilty  of  anything  wrong  that  I  ever  learned. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  Was  this  mail  agent  in  the  discharge  of  his  duty  when  he  was  kille<l — ^run- 
ning on  his  train  f 

Answer,  Y«»8,  sir. 

Questioti,  How  was  he  shot ;  had  the  train  stopped  at  a  station  ? 

Answer.  The  train  had  stopped  sit  a  wooding  place  in  the  woo<ls,  and  a  man  with  a 
mtisk  came  up  to  the  car  with  a  double-barreled  gun  and  shot  him  dead. 

Question.  Did  he  give  any  reason  for  it  T 

Ansiver.  No,  sir ;  there  was  not  a  word  said  j  he  walked  up,  and  by  the  time  he  was 
seen  he  fired  and  killed  him  dead. 

Question.  Did  any  of  the  other  people  on  the  train  see  this  man  f 

Answer,  I  think  they  did. 

Question.  Was  any  pursuit  made  f 

Answer,  None  whatever;  the  train  moved  off  very  rapidly,  and  nothing  was  ever 
done. 

By  Mr.  Coburn: 
Question.  Was  there  anybody  arrested  in  connection  with  the  killing  of  Williams f 
Answer.  One  young  man  was  arrested  and  brought  down  for  examination,  but  it  was 
established  that  he  knew  nothing  of  it.    It  is  a  very  difficult  matter  to  establish  guilt 
against  the  jjarties  who  do  these  things  down  there,  so  far  as  my  observation  goes. 

By  the  Chairman: 

Question.  Are  these  the  only  cases  which  you  recollect  having  occurred  there? 

Anstccr.  The  only  ones  of  any  importance  and  of  recent  date. 

Question,  Had  there  been  any  violence  inflicted  by  men  in  disguise  prior  to  thc«e 
cases  you  have  mentioned  T 

Answer.  There  have  been  two  prominent  colored  men  attacked,  nearly  a  yeiir  ago, 
over  a  year  ago,  perhaps  ;  one  of  them  was  a  member  of  the  county  board.  They  were 
living  in  the  same  house,  and  were  attacked  by  an  armed  band ;  the  meml>er  of  the 
board  was  killed;  the  other  man  was  badly  wounded,  and  lost  an  arm. 
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* 

Ques^an,  Were  they  attaeked  by  men  in  disgaise  f 

Atuner,  I  ao  understand;  that  is  the  report  There  was  a  kind  of  investigation,  or 
an  effort  made  to  ascertain  who  did  it,  bnt  it  amounted  to  nothing. 

Qhm^mni.  It  did  not  result  in  the  identification  of  anybody  f 

/ngwer.  No,  sir ;  there  was  no  indictment. 

QuaHon.  Is  there  any  such  public  sentiment  there,  any  such  intolerance,  as  prevents 
the  free  expression  of  politiciu  sentiments  by  any  man  of  any  party  ? 

Answer.  Well,  sir,  there  is  a  prety  heavy  pressure  there  agamst  men  of  republican 
Tiews.  Heretofore  in  our  canvasses  there,  and  in  our  electious,  we  have  had  the  pres- 
ence of  troops,  which  has  ^iveu  confidence  to  the  colored  people  and  the  republicans, 
in  consequence  of  which  they  have  come  forward.  But  without  the  presence  of  troops 
in  ft  political  canvass,  why,  sir,  we  would  not  hope  to  do  much,  not  m  my  part  of  the 
State.  The  colored  i)eople  there  have  been  very  much  intimidated  and  frightened 
since  the  riot  there. 

QaestiofL  In  that  part  of  the  State  in  which  yon  reside  may  a  member  of  the  demo- 
cratic party  express  his  political  sentiments  without  fear  or  danger  of  molestation  or 
bodily  iiynryf 

Antwer.  Oh,  yes,  sir;  they  express  themselves  very  freely. 

Q»e$Uon,  May  a  member  of  the  republican  party  do  the  same  thing  f 

innrer.  He  Las  to  be  very  cautions.  If  he  is  an  old  citizen  there,  of  influence,  he  is 
allowed  to  talk  quite  freely ;  but  if  he  is  a  carpet-bagger,  why  he  has  to  be  very  cau- 
tions. I  have  felt  very  secure  there  myself,  beingj  a  native  of  the  county,  born  and 
raised  there,  and  the  people  have  known  me  from  infancy;  I  have  got  along  very  well 
myself,  though  others  have  not. 

By  Mr.  Van  Trump: 
QuesHoM.  You  are  a  republican  f 
Antwa;  1  am. 

By  the  Chairm.\n  : 

Question.  Upon  what  facts  known  to  you  do  yon  base  that  statement? 

Aiunger.  I  do  not  know  that  the  feeling  exists,  I  do  not  believe  that  it  exists,  among 
the  members  of  the  democratic  party  generally ;  I  do  not  think  the  masses  of  the 
democratic  party  are  chargeable  with  these  things.  But  there  is  a  certain  class  of  old 
political  leafders,  the  remnants  of  the  old  slave  aristocracy,  who  are  badly-disp«3sed 
men ;  they  operate  upon  the  younger  men,  who  would  otherwise  be  orderly  and  good 
citizens.  But  this  leeling  or  bitterness  toward  republicans  and  toward  the  Govern- 
ment is  engendered  and  kept  alive  by  the  influence  and  teachings  of  that  class  of  older 
men.  I  do  not  think  that  the  m^ority  or  the  mass  of  the  democratic  party  there  are 
badly  disposed.  I  think  they  are  disposetl  to  be  good  citizens,  and  would  be,  if  they 
were  allowed  to  think  and  act  for  themselves,  and  w;ere  out  from  under  the  influence 
and  control  of  these  batl  leaders. 

Question.  Could  a  meeting  of  negroes  be  called  there  and  be  addressed  upon  political 
questions  without  danger  of  exciting  violence  f 

Answer.  It  could  so  long  as  the  addresses  were  confined  to  what  the  democrats 
thought  was  legitimate  from  their  standpoint ;  if  it  went  beyond  that,  why  you  might 
apprehend  the  meeting  would  be  disturbed. 

By  Mr.  Van  Trump  : 

QuesUon.  You  do  not  mean  that  the  republicans  would  not  be  allowed  to  speak  unless 
they  made  democratic  speeches  f 

Answer.  Not  entirely  democratic  speeches ;  but  they  would  have  to  be  a  kind  of 
moderate  ones;  wo  would  have  to  be  rather  cautious  and  guarded  in  the  expression  of 
onr  sentiments.  We  never  have  had  any  disturbance  there  in  the  republican  meetings 
heretofore,  during  the  canvass ;  we  have  generally  been  very  cautious.  I  have  had  a 
great  deal  to  do  with  managing  things  in  that  countv,  and  my  advice  has  always  been 
to  yield  and  go  slowly  in  order  to  avoid  trouble.  There  is  no  disposition  among  the 
colored  people,  generally,  to  get  up  any  trouble ;  they  are  x>eaceable,  and  disposed  to  be 
peaceable.'  They  are  not  in  favor  of  retaliation,  of  evil  for  evil ;  they  are  very  sub- 
missive as  a  general  thing.  Of  course,  in  some  communities  there  are  some  few  bad 
spirits, whi<A  is  very  natural  everywhere. 

Question.  Has  there  never  been  a  republican  speech  made  in  your  county  by  a  cari)et- 
bagger  f 

Answer.  Oh,  yes,  sir. 

Question.  And  heretofore,  up  to  this  time,  there  has  been  no  disturbance  at  a  political 
meeting  f 

Answer.  No,  sir,  no  disturbance  that  amounted  to  anything. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Question.  Has  there  been  any  extensive  system  of  destroying  school-houses  in  any 
part  of  the  State  that  you  are  aware  off 
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Anstcer.  X  nnderstand  that  there  have  been  some  destroyed. 

Questiim.  Huve  yon  any  knowledge  of  it,  such  as  will  enable  yon  to  speak  of  it 
with  any  degree  of  certainty  f 

Answer,  One  was  destroyed  in  my  county  that  I  know  of  and  the  teacher  was  ordered 
TO  leave. 

Question,  Was  that  a  white  school  or  a  colored  school  f 

Answer,  It  was  a  colored  school  with  a  white  teacher  under  the  school  system  of  oor 
county.  He  was  ordered  to  leave,  and  his  house  was  burned.  Afterward  they  aereed 
to  rebuild  the  house,  provided  the  board  would  appoint  a  democratic  neighbor  of  uioirs 
as  a  teacher. 

Question,  What  was  the  name  of  the  man  compelled  to  leave  ? 

Answer,  I  think  his  name  was  Ritter ;  I  did  not  know  him  personally. 

Question,  When  was  that  ? 

Answer,  I  think  that  was  about  February ;  about  that  time. 

Question.  February  last  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir.  And  there  was  a  colored  teacher  taken  out  of  his  school-honse  and 
flogged  pretty  severely,  and  ordered  to  stop  his  teaching.  That  was  in  my  county, 
some  three  or  four  months  ago ;  I  do  not  remember  the  exact  date. 

Question,  Were  the  men  in  disguise  who  visited  these  school-teachei-s  in  the  instances 
you  have  mentioned  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir,  I  think  not  j  I  think  there  were  written  notices  sent  to  them ;  that 
is  my  recollection. 

Question,  As  to  the  burning  of  the  school-houses,  how  was  that  done,  or  was  it  the 
teacher's  house  that  was  burned  f 

Anstver,  It  was  the  school-house }  1  think  that  was  burned  in  the  night,  and  no  clew 
was  found  to  the  perpetrator. 

By  Mr.  Coburn  : 

Question,  Is  there  not  considerable  apprehension  on  the  part  of  the  poor  white  people 
of  that  region  in  regard  to  uccto  equality  and  social  equiuity  ? 

Anstcer,  Well,  no,  sir;  they  do  not  apprehend  anything  of  the  kind.  The  leaders  of 
the  democracy  say 

Question,  Is  not  that  the  feeling  which  the  leaders  endeavor  to  impress  upon  them  f 

Anmver,  No,  sir ;  there  are  remarkably  few  negroes  that  show  a  disposition  to^— 

Question,  Is  not  that  the  point  upon  which  the  democratic  leaders  always  try  to  stir 
np  the  white  people  f 

Answer.  That  is  the  means  adopted  by  the  leaders  of  the  democratic'party. 

Question,  That  is  what  I  mean. 

Answer,  Oh,  yes ;  they  talk  much  of  that  idea,  and  endeavor  to  instil  it  into  the 
minds  of  the  white  people  generally,  and  are  successful  to  a  very  ^at  extent. 

Question.  I  want  to  get  at  the  method  by  which  they  arouse  the  ieeliogs  of  the  poorer 
white  men. 

Answer,  That  is  the  burden  of  their  argument ;  this  question  of  equality  that  they 
say  is  endeavored  to  bo  forced  upon  them  by  the  republican  party,  putting  the  negro 
everywhere,  and  putting  him  into  position. 

Question.  How  do  they  talk  on  this  subject  f 

Anstcer.  They  put  it  in  very  plain  terms.  They  sa^  that  the  object  of  the  republican 
party  and  of  the  Government  is  to  put  the  negro  m  control,  to  make  a  sort  of  negro 
supremacy,  to  give  him  the  control  of  the  affairs  of  the  Government,  to  put  him  in  office, 
and  gradually  to  force  him  into  social  relations  with  the  white  people.  That  is  the  ar- 
gument they  make  use  of,  to  the  exclusion  of  almost  every  other  argument,  when  they 
come  before' the  poorer  class  of  the  white  people.  That  has  been  the  case  for  the  last 
three  years,  and  it  does  affect  the  opinions  of  a  large  number  of  the  poor  white  men 
who  are  reaUy  and  honest/ly  republicans,  and  friends  of  the  Government.  But  that 
thing  is  pressed  upon  them  so  stronuously  by  these  leaders  that  it  has  had  its  effect. 

Question.  Not  only  political  but  social  equality  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Marrying  the  whites  to  blacks  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  they  take  the  position  that  putting  colored  men  into  office,  in  posi- 
tions of  prominence,  will  gradually  lead  them  to  demand  social  equality,  and  to  inter- 
mingle by  marriage  with  the  whites. 

Question.  Do  the  negroes  themselves  attempt  anything  of  the  kind  f 

Answer.  They  do  not ;  not  in  my  section  of  the  State.  There  has  been  very  little,  if 
any,  effort  on  the  part  of  any  negro  to  force  himself  forward,  socially,  upon  the 
whites. 

By  Mr.  BKCk : 

Question.  A  question  or  two  just  in  this  connection.  Do  men  like  Warren  Tyler, 
Clopton,  and  men  of  that  sort,  assert  their  entiro  equality  in  every  form  and  with  some 
arrogance  f 

Answer.  That  is  what  I  said  before;  some  few  do.    These  two  men,  Tyler  and  Clop- 
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ton,  were  really  rather  bad  men ;  they  did  assert  and  demand  more  than  colored  men 
generally,  hut  they  were  exceptions.  There  are  a  few  exceptions,  and  they  belonged 
to  the  exceptional  class. 

QnesUon.  And  the  democrats  propose  taking  the  very  worst  cases  they  can  piok  out 
to  Hhow  the  poorer  white  men  how  the  thing  is  working  ? 

Anwer,  Yes,  that  is  so. 

Quaium,  They  always  take  care  to  use  the  strongest  illustrations  they  can  to  prove 
the  fact ;  that  is  the  way  politicians  ^nerally  do  f 

AMwer.  They  very  naturally  take  leading  men,  and  say  what  they  do  the  balance 
▼odd  follow. 

QueHtUm,  Is  there  not  a  great  deal  of  social  ostracism  practiced  by  the  colored  men 
and  the  leagues  themselves  against  any  negro  who  attempts  to  side  with  the  demo- 
crat^ or  to  vote  the  democrat  ticket  ? 

Anmcer,  There  is  some  little,  but  not  to  the  extent  that  there  is  by  democrats  toward 
whit«  republicans,  not  to  near  the  same  extent. 

QuaHoK,  A  democratic  negro  has  a  great  deal  of  difficulty  in  voting  his  own  senti- 
ments when  his  own  race  is  in  the  majority  T 

Anawtr.  Well  they  are  a  little  inclined  to  abuse  him,  but  not  so  much  so  as  a  white 
republican  is  abused,  to  my  certain  knowledge,  and  from  my  own  personal  experience. 

Quation,  Still  there  is  a  great  deal  of  it  f 

Answer.  Well,  there  is  some  feeling  of  that  kind. 

Qu&Uon,  How  long  before  this  riot  was  it  that  Loyal  Leagues  had  been  established  in 
year  State  f 

Aiuwer,  The  first  Union  League  was  established  there  in  1867 ;  I  myself  established 
the  first  Union  League  in  the  State  of  Mississippi.  But  they  had  ceased  to  operate  or 
to  be  effective  since  the  canvass  of  1869.  Our  party  organization  became  a  little  slack, 
and  the  leagues  were  pretty  well  lost  sight  of  since  the  fall  of  1869. 

Question,  Was  not  the  league  in  your  county  revived  with  a  great  deal  of  earnestness 
JQSt  before  this  riot  ? 

Afuwer,  I  do  not  think  it  was  ;  if  so,  it  was  not  the  original  Union  League,  it  was  in 
some  other  shai>e,  and  something  I  knew  nothing  of,  if  it  was  there. 

Queftian,  Was  there  not  a  gathering  of  colored  men  both  on  the  night  before  and 
the  night  of  the  fire,  on  the  Saturday  preceding  the  riot  f 

Answer.  I  have  heard  it  remarked  that  there  was  a  gathering  of  them  at  one  of  their 
churches  on  the  night  of  the  fire. 

Qtt&tion.  That  was  not  the  Union  League  f 

Answer,  I  did  not  underst-and  that  it  was  ;  my  impression  is  that  the  Union  League 
vas  disbanded  there  in  1869,  and  never  has  been  reorganized. 

Question.  And  anv  organization  got  up  among  the  negroes  was  outside  of  the  general 
party  and  of  the  llnion  Leagues  f 

Answer.  There  might  have  been  a  local  organization  of  their  own.  From  the  time 
these  Alabama  men  came  there  I  do  not  know  but  what  there  was  some  disposition  to 
organize,  to  place  themselves  in  a  position  of  defence,  or  where  they  could  assert  and 
take  care  of  what  they  construed  to  be  their  rights.  They  did  not  know  where  the 
thing  would  stop,  perhaps  they  would  continue  to  take  them  off. 

Question.  I  understand  you  to  say  that  you  were  not  advised  w  hether  Price  and  the 
men  who  beat  Adam  Kennard  were  disguised  or  were  not  f 

Answer.  I  have  heard  it  said  they  were. 

Question.  Your  information  is  that  they  were  f 

Answer.  Yes,  my  information  is  that  they  were. 

Question.  Do  yon  remember  the  fact  that  Kennard  believed  that  he  identified  Price 
by  his  mask  dropping  off,  perhajM? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  but  what  he  identified  him ;  of  course  he  stated  in  his  affi- 
davit  that  he  identified  him,  but  I  disremember  whether  it  was  by  the  dropping  of  his 
mask,  or  by  some  other  means  that  he  recognized  him.  He  had  formerly  lived  in  Sum- 
ter County,  and  was  a  prominent  man  among  the  republicans.  He  was  rather  a  big 
man,  a  very  large  and  a  very  courageous  man,  and  Kennard  might  have  detected  him 
iiom  bis  size  and  appearance. 

Question.  The  whipping  of  Kennard  was  believed  to  be  done  by  Price  and  those  who 
acted  with  him  for  that  purpose  T 

Answer.  The  citizens  there  generally  believe  so.  Of  course  Price  told  me  that  he 
did  not  do  it,  and  many  people  believed  that  he  did  not. 

Question,  Was  there  not  a  great  deal  of  feeling  of  this  sort ;  that  Price  had  induced 
oombers  of  negroes  to  come  over  from  Alabama  tor  the  purpose  of  voting  for  him  aa 
mayor  of  your  city,  to  which  position  he  was  aspiring  T 

Answer.  There  was  such  a  report  current  there.  I  had  very  little  intimacy  with  Mr« 
Price  after  he  came  there. 

Question.  Sturgis  was  then  your  mayor  T 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Qustion,  Where  were  the  troops  at  the  time  of  this  riot  f 
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Angtver.  There  were  no  troops  nearer  than  Jackson. 

Question.  I  thought  a  committee  had  gone  for  troops,  who  had  come  with  them  on  the 
Friday  before  f 

Ansxcer.  T*ie  troops  returned  to  their  post  before  the  riot ;  there  were  none  there  at 
the  time  of  the  riot. 

Question,  Yon  testified  at  the  examination  before  Judge  Leachraan  T 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Do  you  remember  using  in  your  testimony  on  that  occasion  these  wotda  in 
regard  to  the  speaking  tliat  was  going  on  there  on  the  Saturday  evening  7 

"As  I  stepped  to  the  door,  I  heard  Dennis  saying  something  about  the  Alabamians, 
and  that  they,  the  negroes,  would  take  things  into  their  own  hands.  I  thought  it  was 
prudent  to  notify  the  sheriff,  and  did  so." 

AnsxDcr.  Yes,  sir ;  I  said  so.  From  what  little  I  heard,  it  was  very  little,  I  was  satis- 
fied that  it  was  what  would  be  construed  as  iuflammatory.  Whether  the  negroes  did 
or  did  not  have  the  right  to  express  such  sentiments  is  another  question.  But  I  knew 
that  they  were  of  such  a  nature  that  they  would  be  inflammatory  to  the  democrats  in 
the  state  of  feeling  that  then  existed. 

By  Mr.  Stevenson  : 
Question,  That  it  would  have  that  effect  npon  them  T 

Answer,  Yes,  sir;  that  it  would  have  that  effect  upon  them;  that  it  was  iuflamma- 
tory, from  their  stand-point ;  and  hence  I  wanted  the  meeting  dissolved. 

By  Mr.  Beck  : 

Question,  Did  you  not  yourself  regard  language  of  this  sort,  "  taking  things  into  their 
own  hands,''  as  being  inflammatory  from  a&ost  any  stand-point, if  said  to  an  ignorant 
audience  f 

Answer.  It  was  calculated  to  excite  them,  the  same  as  the  speeches  made  at  the  citi- 
zens' meeting  on  the  Monday  morning  after  the  fire  and  before  the  riot ;  they  were  very 
inflammatory. 

Question,  That  was  after  the  fire  and  after  the  belief  had  become  general,  whether 
just  or  not,  that  the  bad  negroes,  at  least,  had  encouraged  the  setting  the  town  on 
fire,  and  had  dissuaded  others  from  helping  to  put  the  fire  out  ? 

Ansiver,  It  waa  after  there  was  an  impression  of  that  kind  that  prevailed. 

Question,  And  after  a  block  of  the  city  had  been  burned  up  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Was  there  not  a  general  impression  on  Saturday  night,  while  the  fire  was 
going  on,  that  the  shots  which  were  fired  were  fire<l  by  some  of  the  negroes  there  ? 

Ansicer,  Well,  I  heard  a  ^reat  many  say  that  the  man  Dennis  fired  some  shots.  I 
believe  some  testified  to  seemg  him  fire.  Others  testified  that  there  were  small  bands 
of  armed  colored  men  posted  in  different  parts  of  the  town,  who  were  firing  shots 
indiscriminately.    I  did  not  see  anything  of  the  kind  myself. 

Question.  I  am  speaking  of  the  general  impression  of  the  people  at  that  time. 

Ansioer,  That  was  the  general  impression  at  the  time. 

Question,  Was  there  not  a  great  deal  of  excitement  that  pervaded  the  town  after  that 
fire,  growing  out  of  the  general  impression  that  there  were  negroes  in  the  community 
who  were  exciting  the  others  to  commit  these  acts? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  there  was  a  great  deal  of  apprehension,  a  great  deal  of  feeling,  and 
excitement. 

Question.  The  bulk  of  the  property  of  the  town  of  course  was  owned  by  white  persons? 

Anstcer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  And  that  sense  of  insecurity,  after  the  speeches  of  Clopton,  after  the  fire, 
and  after  the  shooting  at  night,had  been  greatly  increased  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  so  much  so  that  they  raised  a  crowd  of  men,  armed,  that  night  and 
patrolled  the  town  during  the  balance  of  the  night. 

Question.  After  the  fire  was  over  t 

Answer.  Ye^,  sir. 

Question,  Fram  an  apprehension  of  other  violence  T 

Answer.  They  appeared  sufficiently  apprehensive  to  make  a  patrol  of  the  town. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  WTiat  was  the  impression  as  to  the  purpose  of  the  colored  man  who  came 
over  from  Alabama  assuming  to  be  a  deputy  sheriff ;  what  was  the  impression  as  to 
his  object  in  taking  these  colored  men  into  Alabama  f 

Answer.  So  far  as  I  could  understand  it  the  impression  was  that  large  numbers  of 
colored  meu  were  gradually  coming  out  of  Alabama  into  Mississippi  ever  since  thelaiit 
Alabama  election.    In  that  county  at  that  election  very  few  of  tne  colored  men  voted. 

Question.  Which  county  1 

Answer.  Sumter  County,  Alabama.  There  was  a  very  large  majority  of  colored  voters 
there,  but  yet  in  the  result  of  the  election  they  were  several  hundrecl  in  the  minority. 
After  that  large  numbers  of  them  came  into  our  State,  to  our  county. 
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By  Mr.  Van  Trump: 

Question.  Do  you  state  that  as  a  fact  or  as  an  impreBsiou  f 

Answer,  That  is  what  I  heard ;  it  is  generally  understood  there  to  be  so. 

By  Mr.  Stevenson  : 
Question,  Had  you  not  seen  persons  who  had  come  from  Alabama  f 
Aniieer.  I  had  seen  a  great  many  colored  men  from  that  county. 

By  the  Chairman: 

Qwaiion,  I  want  to  get  at  the  origin  of  this  feeling  on  the  part  of  the  colored  men. 

Afuwtr.  It  seems  that  these  Alabama  democrats,  finding  that  a  great  many  of  the 
colored  men  were  leaving  their  county  when  they  needed  them  there  for  the  purpose 
of  labor,  were  disposed  to  adopt  some  means  to  get  them  back  there,  and  to  stop  tliem 
from  going  out  in  such  numbers.  Therefore  they  sent  this  deputy  sheriff  there  to 
arrest  some  and  carry  them  back,  in  order  to  make  a  kind  of  example  of  them  and 
probably  deter  others  from  leaving. 

Question,  Was  that  an  impression  that  prevailed  among  the  negroes  in  Meridian  T 

Ansver,  Yes,  sir,  the  negroes  thoucht  so. 

Question.  Did  auy  of  you  ever  unaertake  to  ascertain  whether  this  negro^  Kennord, 
actaally  had  authority  or  who  had  sent  him  there  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question,  What  was  his  namef 

Answer.  Adam  Kennard.  I  do  not  know  that  he  exhibited  any  papers,  any  authority. 
I  am  inclined  to  think  that  he  had  no  authority. 

QuesUan.  Did  he  live  in  Sumter  County,  Alabama? 

Answer.  He  did. 

Queiiion.  Was  he  then  acting  for  the  sheriff,  or  was  he  a  servant  of  the  sheriff,  or  in 
what  capacity  was  he  acting? 

Answer.  He  purported  to  be  actine  for  the  sheriff  as  a  deputy ;  so  I  was  told  by  the 
mayor  of  our  city,  who,  I  think,  had  seen  him  or  knew  something  of  his  being  there. 

By  Mr.  Stevenson  : 

Question.  Was  anything  said  itbout  En-Klux  being  in  Sumter  County,  Alabama? 

Answer.  Well,  first  and  last  I  have  heard  a  great  deal  said  about  there  being  such  an 
organization  there. 

QuesUon.  Did  the  negroes  who  left  that  countv  state  anything  about  the  operations 
of  the  Klan  as  one  of  their  reasons  for  leaving  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir;  not  that  I  know  of;  not  to  me. 

Question.  Did  you  hear  of  their  assigning  such  a  reason  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir,  I  do  not  think  I  diet. 

Question.  Did  you  understand  how  Kennard  was  paid  for  his  services  7 

Answer.  I  did  not. 

Question.  Did  yon  understand  who  paid  his  expenses  ? 

Answer.  I  did  not. 

QuestioH.  Do  you  know  the  names  of  those  colored  men  who  were  arrested  or  kid- 
napped by  that  Alabama  party  and  taken  over  the  line  ? 

Anwar,  I  do  not.  They  had  been  at  Meridian  but  a  few  days;  had  Just  come  from 
that  county,  as  1  understand. 

Question^  Do  you  know  what  has  become  of  them  ? 

Answer.  I  heard  some  time  afterward  that  they  had  been  carried  back  to  the  county 
antborities ;  perhaps  imprisoned  for  a  hearing,  those  that  were  under  charges. 

Question.  There  was  only  one  that  there  was  auy  charge  against  ? 

Answer.  There  was  one  who  was  charged  with  stealing  money  ;  the  others  were  sim- 
ply charged  with  forfeiting  their  contract ;  I  do  not  know  that  they  were  imprisoned ; 
but  I  understand  that  the  other  man  was,  and  had  been,  or  would  be,  tried. 

Question.  You  do  not  know  what  has  become  of  the  other  two  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not. 

QueslioA.  Did  the  white  people  of  the  town  of  Meridian  generally  favor  that  opera- 
tion of  that  Alabama  band  there ;  their  coming  into  Meridian  and  taking  out  people 
in  that  way  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir;  I  must  admit  that  the  better  part  of  the  citizens,  even  of  the  demo- 
crats, were  opposed  to  it,  and  so  spoke  plainly. 

QwsHon.  Why  did  you  not  prevent  it  ? 

Answer.  That  is  a  little  mysterious ;  I  never  could  understand  why.  They  seemed  to 
snppose,  perhaps,  it  might  get  up  some  disturbance ;  that  they  might  undertake  to 
capture  this  man  Price  and  kill  him. 

Question.  Price  was  a  white  man  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  During  the  day  they  went  to  work  to  get  these  men  to  lay  down 
their  arms  and  go  along  quietly  until  the  evening  train  departed,  when  they  left. 

Question.  They  took  tnese  colored  men  off  with  them  ? 
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Answer,  They  sent  them  off  immediately  after  they  came  in.  They  came  in  there 
before  and  remained  daring  the  day. 

Question.  Do  yon  know  whether  the  colored  people  generally  looked  with  apprehen- 
sion on  that  baud  from  Alabama  f 

Answer,  I  think  they  did. 

Question,  Do  you  know  whether  they  regarded  them  as  belonging  to  the  Eu-Klnx  t 

Ansioer,  I  think  they  did. 

Question,  Did  they  at  that  time  T 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  think  they  so  regarded  it. 

Question.  They  felt,  then,  that  their  friends,  those  three  colored  men  who  had  been 
taken  away,  were  in  the  hands  of  the  Kn-Klox  f 

Answer.  They  felt  so,  I  think. 

Question,  Yon  spoke  of  the  citizens  arming  on  the  day  of  the  riot — abont  three  hun- 
dred arming  themselves.    What  class  of  citizens  do  yon  mean  by  that  f 

Answer,  It  embraced  all  classes ;  many  of  the  best  citizens  of  the  town. 

(^^estion.  White  people? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Were  they  all  whites? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  What  became  of  the  negroes  after  the  riot  began? 

Answer.  The  negroes  scattered  on,  got  into  their  homes,  and  secure  places,  for  self- 
protection. 

Question.  They  hid  away  ? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir.  They  apprehended  that  the  onslaught  wonld  be  general,  and  they 
would  all  be  killed.  They  were  not  armed  and  were  not  organized,  and  hence  they 
retreated  to  such  places  of  safety  as  they  could  find. 

Question.  What  nas  been  the  feeling  among  the  negroes  since  the  riot,  and  what  is  it 
now? 

Answer.  It  is  remarkably  quiet  now. 

Question.  What  is  the  feeling  among  the  negroes  in  regard  to  their  security  and 
safety? 

Ansu^er,  They  feel  that  so  long  as  there  is  no  political  canvass,  or  nothing  to  get  up  a 
bitter  political  feeling  between  them  and  the  democrats,  they  will  not  be  in  any  dan- 
ger, and  that  everything  will  go  on  very  harmoniously  and  pleasantly,  as  it  has  done 
since  the  riot ;  but  they  are  very  apprehensive  that  in  case  of  a  canvass  they  must 
have  some  kind  of  guarantee  of  protection,  or  they  could  not  go  as  fully  into  it  as  they 
would  like.    That  is  the  feeling. 

Question.  Suppose  an  election  were  to  take  place  there  now,  what  wonld  be  the 
probable  conduct  of  the  colored  republicans? 

Ansu)er.  Well,  sir,  if  it  was  a  political  contest,  I  am  inclined  to  think  that  the  colored 
republicans  would  not  come  forward  promptly. 

Question.  Do  you  mean  that  they  would  not  vote  ? 

Answer,  Not  generally ;  they  would  be  very  guarded  at  least,  verv  cautions.  I  do 
not  know  that  there  is  any  real  ground  for  fear,  though  they  have  had  an  apprehension 
ever  since  the  riot  that  such  a  uiing  might  occur  again,  and  they  do  not  feel  entirely 
secure. 

Question.  Who  are  these  men  who  are  bound  over  by  Judge  Leachman  ?  Who  is  G. 
W.  Brantley  ? 

Answer.  He  is  a  gentleman  of  leisure. 

Question,  Is  he  a  white  man  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  a  horse-trader,  billiard-flayer,  whisky-drinker,  &o. 

Question.  Is  he  a  member  of  the  democratic  party  ? 

Answer.  He  is  supposed  to  be. 

Question.  Was  he  in  the  rebel  army  ? 

Answer,  I  have  only  known  him  a  year  or  two;  I  supiK>se  he  was,  but  I  do  not  know. 

Question.  Who  is  Hugh  Wilson. 

Answer,  He  is  a  man  there  of  some  little  prominence,  and  is  considered  in  the  com- 
munity as  a  dangerous  man  when  provoked.  He  is  a  very  clever  man  generally,  oi 
very  good  standing,  of  that  class  of  men. 

Question,  Is  he  a  white  man? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  he  is  a  builder  and  a  manufacturer  of  brick. 

Question.  Is  he  a  democrat  ? 

Answer.  Ybs,  sir ;  understood  to  be  so. 

Question.  Was  he  in  the  rebel  army  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Who  is  Robert  E.  Coleman  ? 

Answer.  He  is  an  old  man,  and  a  planter. 

Question.  Is  he  a  white  man  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  A  democrat? 
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AfmotT.  Yee,  sir ;  he  is. 

(Question,  Did  he  take  auy  part  in  the  rehelliou  f 

AnsKtr,  I  suppose  he  was  too  old  to  have  heen  a  soldier. 

Question,  Do  yon  know  the  attitude  he  held  during  the  rehellion  f 

Antwer.  Of  course  he  was  a  sympathizer  with  the  South. 

Qu€$tion.  How  far  does  he  live  from  town  ? 

Jfurirer.  He  lives  in  town.    His  plantation  is  four  or  five  miles  out  of  town. 

quentitm.  Who  is  J.  F.  Sauford? 

Answer.  A  young  man  in  town,  engaged  in  no  occupation. 

Qiu9iiim,  He  has  no  ostensible  business  f 

Awtwer.  No,  sir. 

QuegtUm.  Is  he  a  democrat  and  a  white  man  f 

Aniwer.  Yes,  sir ;  a  Kentuckian. 

Quation.  He  is  a  Kentuckian  ? 

Anwer.  Yes,  sir ;  he  has  been  there  since  the  war. 

QuesHoH,  Was  he  in  the  rebel  army  f 

Anmcer,  I  think  he  was. 

Quathn.  Who  is  Isaac  Adams  f 

Anncer.  A  laboring  man,  a  carpenter,  and  a  very  nice  man. 

Quation.  Is  he  a  white  man  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  A  democrat  ? 

Anstter,  Yes,  sir. 

QnatioH.  Wa«  he  in  the  rebellion  f 

Answer.  1  tbink  he  was ;  I  think  I  heard  him  say  so,  but  I  am  not  certain. 

Question.  Who  is  A.  G.  Horn  f 

Answer,  He  is  the  editor  of  the  Meridian  Mercury. 

Question.  He  is  a  white  man  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Is  the  Meridian  Mercury  the  democratic  organ  there  ? 

Answer,  It  is. 

Question.  Was  he  in  the  rebellion  f 

Answer,  No,  sir. 

Question.  How  old  is  he  T 

Answer.  Al>out  fifty,  I  suppose. 

Question.  What  was  his  attitude  toward  the  relwUion  f 

Answer.  He  was  a  war  man,  in  sympathy  with  the  confederate  cause ;  but  he  was  not 
in  the  service.     He  was  xiublishing  a  paper  at  tiie  time. 

Question.  I^iblishing  a  paper  during  the  war  f 

Asigwer.  Not  there  :  I  think  it  was  in  Mobile. 

Question.  Did  this  investigfitioii  extend  to  a  general  inquiry  as  to  those  implicated 
in  the  proceedings  f  I  notice  by  this  report  that  the  case  is  entitled,  ^^  The  State  r«. 
James  A.  Brantley  and  others,  charged  with  riot,  riotous  homicMe,  and  riotous  arson.^' 

Awiwer.  I  suppose  the  iuvestigation  was  extended  as  fully  as  it  could  be. 

Question.  To  find  out  who  was  implicated  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  a  great  many  witnesses  were  examined. 

Question.  And  this  was  the  finding  of  the  court  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  In  answer  to  a  question  by  Mr.  Beck,  in  answer  to  several  questions,  in 
fact,  you  spoke  of  the  general  inipre^ision  there  as  to  the  intention  of  the  negroes ; 
among  whom  did  you  mean  to  say  that  general  impression  prevailed  as  to  the  fire  and 
the  intentions  of  the  negroes  f 

Answer.  That  impression  prevailed  among  the  citizens,  the  democrats ;  a  pretty 
geueral  impression. 

Question.  You  say  that  there  were  some  cases  of  outrages  by  bands  of  disguised  men — 
I  forget  how  many  you  sjK)ke  of,  but  yon  spoke  of  two  or  three — was  it  the  general 
QDdorstauding  or  impression  there  that  those  were  Ku-Klux  outrages  f  Were  they  so 
spoken  of  and  regarded  ? 

Answer.  So  regarded  x)retty  generally  by  all  classes,  democrats  and  all. 

By  Mr.  Cobukn  : 

Question  Were  the  men  who  came  there  from  Alabama  with  the  deputy  sheriff  white 
men  or  black  men  ? 
Answer.  They  were  white  men ;  I  saw  a  number  of  them. 

By  Mr.  Poland  : 

Question.  You  say  that  a  man  may  make  a  republican  speech  there,  provided  he  puts 
It  in  a  pretty  mild  form  ? 
Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  he  has  got  to  be  a  little  mild  and  cautious  and  guarded. 
Question,  You  said  something  about  incendiary  speeches;  I  want  to  get  precisely  at 
6m 
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^bat  is  nnderstood  there  as  an  incendiary  speech.  What  is  offensive  to  the  democratic 
ear  in  that  sense  ? 

Answer.  They  are  pretty  generally  disposed  to  reganl — when  the  negjoes  propose  to 
assert  ali  their  rights,  aod  to  defend  themselves  against  violence  in  the  exerciHe  aud 
enjoyment  of  their  rights,  and  to  do  it  at  all  hazards,  they  wonld  call  that  iucendiiur. 

Question,  Have  you  ever  heard  any  republican  speaker  there,  white  or  black,  claim 
that  the  neirroes  were  entitled  to  any  more  or  greater  rights  than  white  men  f 

Anstrer.  I  never  have  since  my  experieuce  with  the  party. 

Question,  Have  you  ever  beard  aoy  republican  speaker,  white  or  black,  claim  the 
right  to  violate,  in  any  way,  the  rights  ot  the  whites  as  a  class  or  as  individuals  t 

Atisicer,  I  never  have. 

Question.  And  if  any  of  them  assert  that  they  are,  in  law,  in  every  way,  entitled  to 
the  same  legal  rights* as  white  men,  and  that  they  intend  to  assert  those  rights,  that  is 
regarded  by  the  democrats  there  as  incendiary  ? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir;  if  they  speak  with  considerable  force  of  asserting  their  rights,  and 
declare  their  intentions  to  have  the  rights  given  under  the  Constitution  and  laws— 
whenever  they  speak  of  having  their  rights,  of  exercising  them  by  force,  if  necesHaiy, 
or  at  any  hazard  or  sacrifice,  why,  then  the  democrats  are  disposed  to  regard  that  as 
incendiary  and  offensive. 

Question,  Have  you  ever  heanl  any  republican  speaker,  white  or  black,  claim  that 
the  negroes  were  entitled  to  assert  their  rights  by  lorce  in  any  way,  except  to  defend 
themselves  when  their  rights  were  unlawfully  violated  f 

Anstc^r.  I  never  have  ;  always  on  the  defensive. 

Question,  Do  you  understand  that  to  be  the  extent  that  any  of  them  have  undertaken 
to  assert  their  rights — republicans  or  colored  men  f 

zlN^rtrer.  Yes,  sir;  unless  with  rare  exceptions,  I  wonld  understand  that  to  be  the 
extent  of  their  offending. 

Question,  Has  there  been  any  disposition  manifested  by  the  colored  men,  as  a  cla«», 
to  violate,  in  any  manner,  the  rights  of  the  whites  as  a  class 

Answer,  Not  to  my  knowledge. 


Washington,  D.  C,  June  US,  187L 
ROBERT  W.  FLOURNOY,8wom  and  examined. 

By  the  ChaIKMAn  : 

Question,  Do  you  reside  in  Mississippi  f 

Ansiter,  Yes,  si*. 

Question.  In  what  part  of  it  f 

Answer,  In  Pontotoc  County — what  is  called  Northern  MississippL 

Question,  How  long  have  you  lived  there  ? 

Answer,  I  moved  to  Pontotoc  County  in  1856;  I  have  resided  in  Pontotoc  town 
about  four  years. 

Question,  In  what  occupation  are  you  engaged  f 

Answer.  I  have  been  editing  a  pai)er  in  Pontotoc  about  sixteen  months.  Sometiro(-< 
I  take  law  cases.  I  am  not  a  regular  practitioner ;  I  abandoned  the  practice  after  1 
went  to  Mississippi ;  but  I  sometimes  take  cases. 

Question,  In  what  were  you  engaged  fn)m  1856  nntil  you  commenced  editing  a 
newspa|)er  f 

Answer.  In  1856  I  was  practicing  there.  I  commenced  publishing  and  editing  a 
paper  last  year. 

Question,  You  have  lived  in  that  county  since  1856  till  the  present  time  t 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  State  whether  at  any  time  during  your  residence  in  Pontotoc  disgnisetl  men 
have  come  into  the  town  ;  and,  if  so,  when,  what  they  did,  and  your  whole  knowledge 
of  their  proct^edings. 

Answer.  Well,  sir,  it  is  necessary,  probably,  for  me  to  state  that  I  have  been  what 
is  called  county  sn|>erintendent  of  education,  apfiointed  by  the  State  su])erintendeiit, 
for  the  puri)ose  of  establishing  schools.  Ours  is  a  large  white  county;  the  nej;n» 
population  there  is  small  compared  with  the  white.  I  established,  I  think,  about  titty- 
two  white  schools,  and  twelve  colored  schools.  After  these  schools  had  lieeu  in  opera 
tion  suiue  time,  tbe  teachers  of  a  portioa  of  them  informed  me  that  they  wen* 
called  ujion  by  disguised  men,  and  required  to  cease  teaching,  or  they  would  In?  "  deuU 
with;''  that  was  the  phrase  used.  Of  course  the  committee  will  understand  that  a» T<> 
some  things  which  I  relate  I  si»eak  from  hearsay  ;  other  jYortions  of  my  testimony  will 
be  what  I  know  myself.    The  committee  of  course  can  make  the  discrimination. 

Mr.  Van  Tki'mp.  Perhaps,  then,  it  would  be  well  for  you  to  designate,  as  you  go 
along,  the  nature  of  your  knowledge  on  the  subject. 

Answer.  What  I  am  now  stating  is  what  I  have  heard. 
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Bj  the  Chairman  : 

Quention.  Were  these  reports  made  to  you  by  teachers? 

Anttcer.  Yes,  sir. 

QHesiiim,  As  superintendent  of  education  in  the  county  f 

Aa^wer.  Yes,  sir;  by  the  teachers  and  by  democratic  teachers — ^by  southern  men 
Wn  and  raiee<l,  the  'most  of  them,  in  Pontotoc  County,  I  lielieve.  They  said  that 
ibfv  bad  been  called  on ;  that  they  were  awakened  at  night,  after  midnight — in  every 
raso,  I  think,  they  stated  it  was  after  midnight ;  that  when  calle<l  upon  they  wei^ 
told— -I  believe  there  is  no  variation  in  this  matter — that  their  ** grandpa*'  wanted 
to  9*^  them  ;  that  he  had  not  had  anything  to  eat  in  six  months,  and  had  not  had  any 
water  since  Vicksburg  fell.  This  same  statement  was  made  by  all  of  them.  They 
werf  told  to  come  out ;  that  the  men  wanted  to  talk  to  them.  They  went  out.  They 
vii'Tit  asked  how  things  were  getting  ah)ng  in  that  neighborhood,  if  the  negroes  were 
Iwhaving  themselves,  and  if  there  were  any  colored  schools  taught  in  the  neighborhocKl. 
Tliese  gentlemen  informed  them,  of  course,  that  they  were  teachers  themselves.  They 
a>kwl  them  why  they  taught  colored  schools,  and  if  they  thought  it  was  right.  They 
tnld  them  the  law  authorized  it,  and  they  were  doing  it  because  it  was  a  means  of 
getting  support.  They  informed  them  tlieu  that  they  were  democrats,  and  they  wanted 
to  know  what  their  iwlitics  were.  They  were  informed  of  that  fact ;  and  then  they 
TTtre  told  they  must  stop  teaching  or  else  they  would  call  on  them  again,  and  when 
tbey  called  on  them  again  they  would  be  "  dealt  with ;"  those  were  t7ie  words  used. 
TLe  school  of  one  of  the  teachers  called  on  had  expired  the  day  they  got  thrre. 
.Another  one  stopped  his  school,  I  think,  some  four  or  tivo  weeks — a  month  or  a 
iiionth  and  a  half-before  the  session  closed.  Two  others  continued  to  teach ;  one  a 
week,  when  his  time  expired,  and  the  other  al)out  two  weeks.  These  teachers  asked 
lue  vhat  to  do,  and  I  told  them  I  would  continue  to  teach.  After  the  disturbance 
of  the  8chocds  I  came  out  in  my  paper  in  some  very  bitter  articles,  in  which  I 
il«-DouDce<l  these  men  as  a  body  of  midnight  prowlers,  robbers,  and  assassins.  I 
was  very  stivere  in  the  articles'!  wrote.  I  never  referred  to  the  Ku-Klux  in  my 
paper  until  they  stopped  my  schools  -stopped  one  school  at  least.  Soon  after,  those 
articles  appeared  (I  think  I  continued  them  for  two  or  three  weeks)  my  friends 
rame  and  informed  me  of  certain  thn*ats  that  were  making  in  regard  to  myst»lf;  that 
they  wonld  visit  Pontotoc  Town.  I  did  not  apprehend  anything  myself.  When  con- 
i^nlted  by  my  friends  ab<iut  it,  I  did  not  apprehend  their  coming  there.  I  ha<l  heard  of 
a  body  of  disguised  men  going  through  the  country,  whipping  negroes,  for  several 
iiionthH,  bnt  1  did  not  apprehend  anything.  However,  on  the  morning  of  the  i;ith 
of  May,  in  the  present  year,  between  12  and  1  o'clock,  I  was  awakened  by  knocking 
at  my  door.  It  proved  to  be  two  friends  of  mine  who  informed  me  that  there  was  a 
IkkIv  (3f  disgnise<l  men  then  in  town.  One  of  those  friends  was  the  foreman  of  my  print- 
ing cstaldishment.  My  printing  office  was  near  a  room  in  the  court-house  where  the 
I-^n^t  office  was  kept ;  1  was  also  deputy  postmaster.  This  gentleman  informed  m«*  that 
li«-  |]a<l  seen  these  men  drawn  up.  There  is  a  yanl  round  the  court-house.  He  had 
junijK'd  out  the  back  door  and  gone  to  the  jail,  where  some  gentlemen  who  had  been 
Imnting  deer  were  playing  a  game  of  euchre ;  and  when  he  got  these  gentlemen  and 
rt'tnruHl  to  the  court-house,  he  heanl  an  indescribable  noise ;  I  cannot  explain  it ;  I 
n«'v»T  heard  anything  like  it  at  anytime;  it  is  a  very  singular,  grating,  discordant 
kind  of  a  whistle,  which  can  be  lieard  a  considerable  distance.  Ho  heard  that  round 
on  the  back  street,  not  the  main  street.  There  was  a  vacant  lot;  and  these  men  ap- 
I'toachrtl  near  enough  to  be  heard.  There  was  but  one  spokesman ;  1  never  have  heard 
of  an  instance  where  more  than  one  man  did  the  talking.  The  spokesman  of  the 
party  was  asking  a  man  who  lived  on  the  back  Htre»»t  the  way  to  my  house; 
lif  was  also  asking  if  it  had  been  nnderstood  that  1  had  thieatened  to  shoot  into  them  ; 
h»' wanted  to  know  if  they  thought  I  would  do  it.  These  gentl«>men  told  me  they  heard 
him  asking  for  me;  and  tlwy  toU\  me  there  were  three  or  four  or  live  persons  who  had 
''toj)ped  arcmnd  at  an  old  shoj»,  and  that  they  nitended  to  intercept  them  before  they 
)j:ot  to  my  house  and  demand  their  surrender.  1  hey  requested  me  to  go  with  them.  I 
iuiiuHliately  got  up,  jnit  on  my  clothing,  took  one  of  my  double-barreled  guns,  and 
handed  another  to  a  gentleman  who  had  nothing.  I  had  two  double-barreled  guns;  for  I 
dwl  not  know  whether  these  men  intended  to  come,  though  I  did  not  exi>ect  they  would. 
1  went  on  around  t(»  this  shop ;  there  was  a  gully  running  for  about  one  hundred  Jmd  lifty 
yards;  I  beanl  this  noise — this  whistle  or  whatever  it  is:  I  never  heard  it  before.  It  wan 
uota  very  dark  night.  I  could  see  a  body  of  men  on  hoi"ses.  Their  horses  seemed  to  be 
a  white  mass.  When  I  got  to  this  shop  I  there  met  Judge  Pollard.  He  was  in  town 
boldmg  a  chancery  court ;  he  is  a  judge  of  that  court.  I  also  met  there  Mr.  Toild,  the 
'h'pnty  sberilTnf  the  c«»unty,  and  two  or  thnui  other  gentlemen.  When  w^e  got  there 
^<*  had  but  little  time  for  talking,  for  this  IxMly  of  disguised  men  had  turned  the  corner, 
about  one  hnudred  and  fifty  yaicls  off,  and  were  approaching  in  our  direction.  After 
aNbi>rt  consultation  we  considered  that  inasnnich  as  Pollard  was  a  higher  officer  than 
T«Kld,  it  woiUd  Ik*  prop«*r  lor  him  to  make  the  demand  of  these  men  to  surrender.  As 
^ty  were  coming  on,  Mr.  Pollard  advanced.    He  handed  his  gnu  back  to  us;  he  said 
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he  did  not  like  to  a<lvnnoe  with  a  ficiin  in  bis  baud  ;  the  frnn  was  pnt  behind  the  honw. 
Polhird  advanced  within  alK)nt  filtec  ii  yards  of  tliem.  I  waa  Ktanding  near  tht  conn-r 
of  tlio  house*  and  the  other  gentlemen  weix^  behind  the  bonne.  They  in8iHt4'd  upon  niv 
Htandin*;  behind  the  houHe;  but  when  Pollard  advanced  and  I  saw  that  he  was  atlvanc- 
iu«;  NO  near  these  men,  I  felt  some  apprehension  for  him  and  I  advanced  myself  (tome 
ten  steps.  When  I  did  so  two  or  thre*.'  of  the  gentlemen  who  were  l)ehind  the  honsf 
followed  me.  As  Pollard  si>oke  to  the  disguised  men,  they  stopptnl.  They  were  ridinj; 
two  and  two,  just  sis  cavalry  ride.  When  he  spoke  to  theni  they  clustered  up  I  did  n«i 
hear  distinctly  what  Pollard  said,  but  I  heard  a  jiortion  of  it.  There  is  a  law  of  ihf 
State  of  Mississippi,. 48  well  as  a  law  of  Coiigi-ess,  against  these  disguised  men ;  our  law 
recinires  them  to  unmask  whenever  they  are  calle<l  upon.  Pollard  demande«l  that  tbt'v 
should  surrender.  He  had  scarcely  done  so  before  a  pistol  was  discharged  by  tbii« 
btxly  of  men.  The  ball  went  into  the  house ;  and  from  examination  next  day  wbf n; 
it  lodged,  it  must  have  come  very  near  striking  Pollard.  I  think  they  shot* at  Pol- 
lard. I  do  not  think  they  shot  at  me,  because  I  was  stooping  down  and  was  rather 
in  the  shadow  of  the  house.  As  soon  as  they  shot,  my  impression  is  (aind  I  am  very 
positive  on  this  point)  that  we  commenced  'firing.  Some  of  tlie  gentlemen  say  that 
the  others  tired  two  or  three  times  before  we  returned  the  shot.  My  own  impression 
is  that  they  fired  but  once  before  we  tired.  As  soon  as  we  fired  they  turned  and  weut 
back  and  came  to  the  main  street,  alnnit  a  hundre<l  yards  from  there.  No  man  fell  at 
the  place  where  that  firing  was  done.  My  impression  is  there  were  six  or  eight,  prob- 
ably six,  discharges  of  double-barreled  guns  and  two  or  three  pistols  on  onr  pidf;, 
Tiiey  shot  all  the  time.  They  also  had  double-barrehwl  guns,  bi'cause  eight  buckshot 
were  foun<l  lodged  iu  the  house  ;  but  they  shot  pistols  mostly.  In  the  mean  time  tbi« 
firing  had  called  out  several  other  citizens.  I  think  at  that  time  there  were  only  sevru 
or  eight  of  us;  not  exceeding  eight.  The  firing  had  called  together  other  citizens  who 
heard  it.  My  wife  had  become  alamie<l  and  come  on  down  ;  but  I  pacified  her  and 
got  her  back.  I  returned  to  my  house  with  her,  accompanied  by  three  or  four  other  per- 
sons. There  we  Siit  and  smoked,  I  think  probably  half  an  hour.  It  was  then  pnv 
posed  we  should  return  to  see  if  we  could  make  any  discoveries.  We  got  light* 
and  returaed.  We  found  some  saddle-bags ;  one  of  them  contained  four  citizens*  bats, 
and  another  only  one.  There  was  a  pistol  found  near  where  the  firing  commencetl 
There  was  also  found  a  piece  of  white  osuaburg,  which  had  covered  a  horse  down  to 
the  knees.  These  things  were  found  where  the  firing  took  place.  After  a  while  we 
went  on  around,  and  1  sr.ppost*  some  two  or  three  hours  after  the  tiring  it  was  annoancnl 
that  there  was  a  man  found  near  the  comer  where  they  had  turned.  We  got  a  ]i«;bt 
and  went  there.  There  was  a  man  lying  on  his  back,  with  dark  clothing ;  he  had  on  a 
kind  of  dark  sack,  which  they  said  afterward  was  black  calico;  I  did  not  examiuc 
very  closely  the  texture  of  the  cloth.  It  was  a  loose  sju'k,  reacliing  down  to  about  the 
hips  ;  his  pants  had  a  broad  stripe,  about  an  inch  wide,  reiichiug  all  the  way  from  the 
hips  down.  He  also  wore  a  mask  which  reached  to  the  bosom.  It  had  holes  cat  for 
the  eyes,  but  none  for  the  mouth,  liecause  it  hung  Iookc,  and  there  was  no  difliculty  in 
breathing.  Colonel  Fountain  and  some  other  gentlemen  (Colonel  Fountain  is  a  prom- 
inent man,  a  democrat  who  has  been  running  for  governor,  but  he  does  not  approve  of 
these*  Ku-Kluxes)  went  to  the  man  and  said  he  was  dead  ;  but  the  Colonel  on  cloe<r 
examination  discovered  that  he  was  breathing ;  we  immediately  sent  for  a  doctor :  two 
or  three  doctors  came.  They  removed  the  miisk,  and  he  opened  his  eyes.  I  asknl  bim 
who  he  was.  He  said  his  name  was  Richard  Dillanl.  He  wsis  a  joung  man  alioat 
twenty-three  or  twenty-four  years  of  age..  I  hatl  never  seen  or  heanl  of  him  before,  I 
then  aske<l  htm  how  many  nieu  were  with  him  there  that  night.  He  ssiid  thirty.  I 
iufjuired  of  him  what  their  object  was  in  counng  into  the  town.  He  said  their  obj*M't  was 
to  get  at  Colonel  Flonrnoy  ;  that  was  myself.  I  asked  him  what  they  intended  to  do  with 
URv  He  said  he  did  not  know.  I  then  inquired  who  were  the  men  that  were  with  bint 
He  said  that  he  <lid  not  know  who  they  were ;  that  he  was  forced  to  go  with  them,  and  be 
did  not  know  them.  I  discovered  that  he  was  verj*  weak,  and  that  it  was  probably  pain- 
ful tor  bim  to  talk ;  so  I  did  not  ])ress  my  questions  further  upon  him.  That  was  altout 
all  I  said  to  him.  Some  other  questions  were  asked  by  other  gentlemen.  Iu  the 
mean  time  the  doctors  came.  Colonel  Fountain  suggested  that  probably  the  man  was 
paralyzed  from  the  fall.  The  doctoi-s  had  examined  his  bosom  and  found  no  blood. 
The  man  said  no;  that  he  was  shot  in  the  side;  that  he  was  wounded  in  seveml 
places.  They  then  dis(;overed  some  blood.  They  t<M)k  a  blanket  ami  removed  him  to 
the  jail,  because  there  were  beds  in  the  lower  part  of  the  jail ;  it  was  occupied  by  the 
family  of  the  jailor.  They  got  a  mattress  and  pnt  htm  on  the  floor.  The  doctors  took 
ofi*  his  hat.  The  hat  that  was  worn  on  that  occasion  was  a  white-looking  hat  that 
stood  up  high.  I  suppose  those  sachlle-bags  were  for  the  purpose  of  putting  dwgiii'^'* 
in,  because  the  hats  in  the  ssuhlle-bags  were  citizens'  hats — common  h.its.  Wheu  tlu* 
disguise  was  ix^move<l  it  was  found  that  the  man  hiulou  his  full  suit  of  common  rlothen 
under  the  disguise.  They  removed  all  that,  aud  then  found  his  shirt  aaturati^d  wich 
blood.  One  buck-shot  had  penetrated  near  where  the  shoulder  joins  the  neck  ;  one 
had  gone  into  his  left  arm,  and  one  had  loilged  in  the  hip ;  but  this  one  was  immedi- 
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4tel.v  taken  out  by  the  doctor;  it  did  not  more  than  bnry  itselt ;  it  did  not  in  fact  do 
ihat.  There  were  thi'ee  other  Hhots — two  c!o»e  together  in  tlie  hollow  of  the  hip  and 
out  about  an  inch  below.  That  sliot  caused  his  death.  He  died  in  about  two  nonrs 
alter  he  was  taken  to  the  jail  and  examined.  He  hail  every  attention  paid  to  liini ; 
t^o  or  three  doctora  were  with  him ;  but  he  died.  The  next  day  we  nent  word  to  his 
f.ithf r  and  mother ;  they  had  a  coffin  made,  and  sent  for  him  and  took  him  aw^ay.  The 
next  day  the  sheriff  went  around  and  brought  into  town  three  horses  and  two  mules. 
There  \vas  one  horse  that  was  disguised — 1  mean  the  neck  and  ears — with  something 
likf  what  persons  ]>ut  on  horses  to  keep  the  tlic^s  off.  This  reached  to  the  shoulders ; 
ami  then  there  was  a  white  cloth  that  reached  to  the  knees^  which  had  been  removed. 
Hut  this  head-gear,  fantastically  tixcd  otf,  was  still  on  the  hoi*se.  This  horse  when 
brought  in  was  shot  near  the  eye  and  in  the  neck.  He  was  claimed  afterward  by  this 
man's  father  »w  belonging  to  him.  That  seems  to  have  been  the  horse  that  Dillard 
rode.  Then  there  was  a  mule  and  a  sorrel  horse.  Thej^  had  been  left  about  a  mile 
and  a  half  from  town  by  two  young  men,  saying  that  they  had  been  shot  upon  at 
a  l^lace  called  Randolph.  These  horses  were  put  in  the  imblic  stable  there.  Mrs. 
?f<nies  claimed  one  of  tbem,  a  mare,  as  belonging  to  her.  She  said  that  it  had  been 
ridden  off  by  her  son ;  that  her  son  had  joined  the  Ku-Klux ;  that  she  had  done  all 
she  could  to  prevent  it,  but  had  been  nuuble  to  keep  him  out  of  it.  The  mnle  was 
claimeil  by  the  father  of  a  young  man  named  Hardin.  I  had  e8i)ecially  heard  of  Har- 
din as  making  threats  about  me  before  that.  Two  of  the  horses  brought  in  were 
not  wounded  at  all.  I  understood  afterward  that  the  riders  had  been  unable  to  cou- 
tiiine  to  ride  them  and  had  got  off. 
Question.  Were  they  claimed  by  anybody  t 

Jwrirer.  Y«'s,  sir ;  every  one  of  them  was  claimed.  There  was  a  small  horse  that  was 
claimed  by  Braddon,  who  said  he  had  loaned  it  to  his  brother  on  Friday  to  go  to  mill. 
Friday  night  was  the  night  they  came.  Friday  was  the  12th  of  May.  The  brother 
haB  not  been  heard  of  since,  according  to  the  best  information  I  have.  It  is  sujiposed 
he  tiled.  The  other  horse  was  claimed  by  a  man  named  Sadler,  who  said  that  the  horse 
had  been  ridden  off  by  a  son  of  his,  Tom  Sadler. 
QuGftion.  What  has  become  of  the  son  t 

Jit9ir€r.  That  son  is  said  to  have  gone  off  to  Texas.    I  have  my  doubts  abont  that ; 
I  think  he  is  in  the  neighborhood.    There  are  in  all  twenty-seven  suits  of  these  dis- 
guises now  in  the  jail  at  Pontotoc,  or  were  when  I  left  there. 
(laeation.  Where  were  they  found  t 

AuKtcer.  At  different  places  ;  some  in  the  suburbs  of  the  town  and  along  in  the  road. 

Theise  men  did  not  go  back  the  road  they  came  ;  we  cut  them  off  from  going  that  road, 

and  they  went  around  by  a  road  leading  through  the  woods  for  four  or  five  miles. 

These  articles  were  picked  up  and  brought  in  by  different  persons  who  found  them. 

QHGiiion,  At  what  time  in  the  morning  did  the  firing  occur  when  this  man  was  shot  ? 

Anmcer.  It  was  between  12  and  1  o'clock. 

Quftstian.  How  long  did  the  men  remain  in  town,  or  did  they  go  out  immediately  ? 
Juiflrer.  Well,  I  understood  that  they  had  been  in  town  probably  half  on  hour ;  that 
they  had  lK*en  to  several  places.  They  had  been  where  there  were  some  huly  teachers 
of  negro  schools,  but  they  did  not  stay  there.  After  the  firing  commenced  they  left  as 
rapidly  as  their  horses  could  convey  them ;  they  went  off  very  rapidly.  They  had 
been  in  town  about  half  an  hour,  in  fact  longer,  as  I  understood  ;  it  was  Siiid  they  came 
in  a  little  after  11  o'clock.  I  looked  at  my  watch  on  leaving  home,  and  it  was  a  few 
miimtes  after  12 ;  I  returned  about  1  o'clock,  when  the  firing  was  over. 
Qw^fion.  How  do  you  account  for  these  disguises  having  been  left  f 
jiiwCT*.  I  account  for  it  in  this  way  :  that  those  men  were  thrown  into  probnldy  a 
strange  portion  of  the  conntry  to  most  of  them,  because  I  heard  of  their  inquiring  the 
tuad  to  Chesterville,  and  the  roafl  back  to  their  homes.  I  presume  as  morning  ap- 
proached they  did  not  like  to  be  seen  with  disguises  on ;  I  sup]>ose  that  is  the  reason 
they  threw  them  off  along  the  road.  The  direction  we  made  them  turn  threw  them 
out  of  the  road  some  eight  or  ten  miles.  We  threw  them  in  an  entirely  different 
direction,  and  they  did  not  seem  to  have  known  much  of  that  country  where  thej' 
went.    Some  of  tbem  wont  four  or  five  miles  down  on  a  road  through  the  woods. 

QuatioH.  How  far  from  Pontotoc  did  the  men  live  whose  names  you  have  given  ;  the 
man  who  died,  and  the  others  who  claimed  the  horses  ? 

AH9wer,  The  man  who  died  lived,  I  think,  eight  miles  from  Pontotoc;  Sadler  lived 
aboQt  the  same  distance;  Fegues  lived  about  four  miles  away. 

By  Mr.  Coburn  : 

Quation.  Did  they  all  live  in  the  same  general  direction  ? 

^wiffr.  Yes,  sir ;  all  lived  in  the  same  direction — out  in  the  northwestern  portion  of 
tiieconnty.  Hanlin  lived  about  six  or  seven  miles  distant,  and  Braddon,  who  claimed 
the  other  horse,  lived  abont  ten  or  twelve  milea  away;  the  nearest  man  we  knew  of 
«f  as  Pegues. 
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By  Mr.  Beck  : 
Question,  What  villages  are  in  the  northwestern  part  of  the  county  f 
hisirer.  There  are  no  villages;  there  is  a  place  called  Poplar  Springs,  where  there  i« 
a  htore,  ami  Cherry  Creek,  where  there  are  two  stores ;  Cherry  Creek  itself  is  about 
seven  miles  fi-om  Pontotoc,  and  the  stores  eight  miles. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Queslion.  In  the  early  part  of  your  testimony  yon  spoke  about  the  teachers  who  were 
visited ;  had  you  employed  those  teachers  youreelf  f 

Auatcer,  Yes,  sir.  According  to  the  law  of  Mississippi  there  are  five  school  directors 
appointed  in  each  county,  and  a  county  superintendent  of  education.  The  duty  of  the 
county  superintendent  is  to  examine  teachers  and  give  them  a  certificate  of  compe- 
tency ;  they  then  go  before  the  five  directors,  who  fix  their  salaries  and  employ  theui. 

Question,  Had  you  employed  these  teachers  without  regard  to  their  party  relation.s  f 

Antticer.  Yes,  sir;  I  never  inquired  of  a  teacher  his  politics;  I  a voidecl  mixing  up  |K)I- 
itics  with  my  schools  in  any  way;  but  I  know  (for  I  took  occasion  afterward  to 
make  the  statement  in  my  paper)  that  there  were  eleven,  including  ladies,  who  wen» 
republicans,  and  all  the  others  were  democrats.  There  were  sixty-four  sc^hools,  I  think, 
established  in  the  county  of  Pontotoc — twelve  colored  schools  and  fifty-two  white 
schools.    There  were  only  eleven  republican  teachers;  all  the  others  were  democrats. 

By  Mr.  Van  Trump: 
Question,  Were  some  of  the  democratic  teachers  warned  as  well  as  the  republicans  t 
Answer,  Only  one  republican  teaeher  was  warned;  all  the  rest  were  democrats. 

By  the  Chairman: 

Question,  How  many  of  them  were  warned  f 

Answer,  Four,  thatl  heard  of. 

Question,  What  did  they  state  to  yon  as  the  substance  of  the  warning  that  was  given 
to  them  t 

Answer,  That  they  must  stop  teaching  or  they  would  be  called  ux>on  again,  and  if 
called  upon  the  second  time  they  would  be  **  dealt  with.^  Those  were  about  the  wonU 
they  used. 

Question,  Were  those  teachers  of  white  or  colored  schools  T 

Answer,  In  every  instance  they  were  teachers  of  colored  schools. 

Question,  What  do  you  understand  was  the  meaning  of  their  being  told  that  their 
"  grandpa  "  wanted  to  see  them  t    Who  was  understood  to  be  the  person  so  designatetl ' 

Answer.  The  "  grandpa  "  is  the  cyclops,  or  head  of  the  company  of  Ku-Klux.  He  i» 
the  head  man  among  them,  who  does  all  the  t4ilking. 

Question.  Is  that  understood  to  be  his  designation  as  used  in  their  raids  f 

Answer,  That  is  what  they  call  the  head  man  among  them. 

Question.  Were  any  school-houses  burned  in  your  county  ? 

Answer,  None  were  burned  in  my  county  that  I  heard  of. 

Question,  When  were  these  visitations  made  to  the  school-teachers  f 

Answer,  My  impression  is  that  Mr.  Smith's  school  lacked  a  month  and  three  weeks  of 
completing  the  term.  A  school  month  is  twenty  da  vs.  His  school  must  have  beiQ 
stopi»ed  about  the  1st  of  May  or  the  latter  part  of  April. 

Question.  Of  this  year  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  They  called  on  him  first.  Ho  consulted  with  me,  and  I  told  liim 
that  I  would  continue.  They  called  upon  him  again  and  used  such  threats  as  deterivJ 
him,  and  he  stopped  the  school.  It  it  said  now— I  do  not  know  the  truth  of  it— tliat 
they  inflicted  corporal  punishment  upon  him ;  but  he  is  a  very  proud  man,  and  he  il<- 
uied  it  to  me.  I  hardly  think  they  did  it,  though  it  is  generally^  believed  there  that 
they  di«l  inflict  corporal  punishment  upon  him  on  the  second  visit.  But  he  did  ii<»t 
stop  his  school  the  first  time  he  was  called  ujion.  They  called  upon  him  a  second  tiim-: 
nnd  then  he  told  me  he  could  not  stand  it ;  that  they  used  such  threats  towanl  hiui 
that  they  deterre<l  him. 

Queniion,  Did  he  communicate  to  you  the  reason  they  gave  for  making  thjit  demand 
upon  hitn  f 

Auxiver.  Yes,  sir;  they  said  they  were  determined  that  there  should  l»e  no  colon'<l 
s<-h()ols  kept;  that  they  intended  to  break  up  every  one  of  them  in  the  State;  tbiit  it 
was  u^('les.s  to  contend  about  it ;  that  they  should  be  stopped.  At  some  other  \M.m^^ 
wlunt-  they  went — I  state  this  a^t  a  hearsay  testiuKiny — at  some  other  places  they  c;»ll«'<l 
n])nn  persons  who  were  not  sehool-teachei-s  to  intimidate  them.  One  white  man  tluy 
took  into  a  swamp  abont  a  mile  ofl",  and  I  have  no  doubt  they  punishinl  him  \ei> 
severely.  They  went  into  a  negro  house  and  danced  about  on  the  floor,  exhibiting  Ibiir 

instols,  and  said  the  whole  question  was  between  the  Loyal  Leagues  and  the  Ku-Klnx. 
:  state  to  this  committee  that  there  has  never  been  a  Loyal  League  in  Pontotoc 
County.  I  know  this  is  so.  1  never  was  in  a  Loyal  League  in  my  life ;  I  know  nothinj: 
abont  them ;  there  has  never  been  one  in  my  county.    But  thesomen  said  the  Goveit 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


MISSISSIPPI.  87 

ment  was  afraid  of  them ;  that  the  conrts  could  not  touch  them ;  that  they  were  too 
Htronp;  and  that  a  democratic  President  should  be  elected  in  lfir78;  that  they  were 
detfinnined  upon  that. 

Quf$ti4nu  According  to  your  information,  to  what  extent  have  visits  been  made  by 
men  in  dispiise  in  that  county  or  in  adjoining  counties  f 

Angwer.  Well,  sir,  thcv  have  been  riding  in  that  county  more  or  less  for  the  last  six 
oreisfht  months;  but  oi  late  they  have  ridden  more  frequently.  There  is  such  a  reign 
of  terror  there  now  that  persons  whose  backs  are  cut  all  to  pieces  will  actually  deny 
that  they  have  been  whipped  by  them. 

Quettion,  What  are  they  afraid  off 

Anmcer,  They  are  afraid  of  being  killed.  These  men  teU  them  that  if  they  ever  dis- 
close the  matter,  or  say  a  word  about  it,  they  will  kill  them. 

By  Mr.  Van  Trump  : 

Queslion.  If  these  x^rsons  whose  backs  are  lacerated  do  not  tell,  how  do  yon  ascer- 
tain the  fact  f 

Jngwtr.  Because  they  have  returned  back  to  their  families,  and  they  have  seen  their 
elothing  and  their  shirts. 

By  theCHAiRMAX: 

Qitf9<i<m.  Have  yon  met  with  any  persons  who  have  been  the  victims  of  these  ont- 
rajcest 

Angwfr.  I  have  met  with  no  one  who  admitted  to  me  that  he  had  been  whipped.  I 
have  talked  with  several  who  said  they  had  been  taken  out  and  threatened,  but  they 
did  not  admit  that  they  were  whipped. 

Queatum,  Did  those  men  who  said  that  they  had  been  taken  out  and  threatened 
describe  the  appearance  of  the  men  who  did  it  f 

Anncer,  They  said  they  conld  tell  nothing  about  them  ;  they  were  all  disguised  with 
a  white  stripe  down  their  pantaloons,  or  wore  dark  clothing,  with  a  mask.  I  never 
vet  met  one  who  said  he  knew  the  voice  of  any  of  these  men,  excepting  a  man  named 
Maffit.  He  is  a  very  strong  democrat,  from  South  Carolina — a  man  of  great  firmness. 
He  was  teaching  a  negro  school,  and  he  said  he  knew  the  voice  of  some  men  who  called 
npon  him ;  that  this  man  Hardin  was  one  of  them.  It  seems  that  two  men  spoke  to  him. 

Q«ei<iafi.  What  is  Mr.  Mafiit's  full  name  ? 

Answer,  I  do  not  know  his  full  name ;  I  have  verjr  little  acquaintance  with  him.  He 
applied  to  me  for  a  position  as  teacher ;  I  found  him  competent,  and  gave  him  a  cer- 
titicate,  and  I  only  saw  him  afterward  when  he  came  to  complain  about  this  matter. 

Qiurjh'oK.  Where  does  he  live  now  f 

Ansver.  Within  four  miles  of  Pontotoc  Town ;  his  post  office  is  at  Pontotoc.  He  said, 
I  think,  that  after  this  head  man  had  given  him  his  orders,  one  of  the  party  asked  for 
a  drink  of  water,  and  the  man  who  asked  for  the  drink  of  water,  he  said,  was  named 
Hardin.  Yon  asked  about  other  schools  that  they  stopped.  I  know  of  a  school  that 
they  stopped  in  Union  Connty.  Union  was  a  part  of  Pontotoc  until  the  legislature 
changefl  it  last  year.  They  stopped  a  school  there,  a  negro  school,  kept  by  a  young 
man  named  Newsham. 

Qvegtion,  Did  Maffit  tell  yon  that  he  recognized  one  man  as  Hardin  before  you  had 
discovered  Hardin's  connection  with  this  transaction  in  your  own  town  t 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  This  conversation  with  Mr.  Mafflt,  or  Moffit — I  really  do  not  know 
his  precise  name — took  place  some  two  or  three  weeks  before  they  came  to  Pontotoc, 
and  he  told  me  then  that  Hardin  was  one  of  them. 

By  Mr.  Ste'V'^enson  : 
QuestioH.  Did  Mr.  Mafflt  quit  teaching  t 

Answer.  No,  sir.  Smith,  the  man  who  was  visited  twice,  was  the  man  who  quit 
teaching. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  Where  is  Smith  now  ? 

Answer.  Up  there  near  Cherry  Creek. 

Question,  W^hat  is  his  full  name  f 

Answer.  Minot  Smith. 

Question.  Do  you  remember  the  names  of  any  other  teachers  who  were  visited  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  John  Huntingdon  was  warned  by  a  letter  or  note.  They  called 
when  he  was  not  at  home,  and  they  left  a  note  where  he  was  staying.  Mr.  Scales  was 
called  npon.  His  school  was  out  the  very  day  they  called  ;  they  "called  on  Friday,  and 
his  school  had  expired  that  day.  The  four  teachers  who  were  called  upon  w^ere  Scales, 
Huntingdon,  Smith,  and  Maffit. 

Question.  Within  what  period  of  time  were  these  visits  to  those  fonr  teachers  T 

Answer.  They  called  on  Slaffit,  I  think,  about  a  week  or  two  before  they  called  on  any 
other  teacher ;  but  after  the  second  visit  to  Smith  these  others  followed  very  rapiilly. 
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Question.  Was  the  visit  to  Smith  in  the  beginning  of  the  month  of  May  f 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  Smith  had  stopped  his  school  before  May. 

Question.  Can  you  fix  the  period  within  wliich  the  four  teachers  were  called  npon  T 

Answer.  I  think  that  ix)8sibly  Huntingdon,  the  last  one  who  was  called  on,  was  called 
on  in  May.  I  think  the  others  must  have  been  in  the  latter  part  of  April,  and  that  was 
the  time  when  the  second  visit  was  made  to  Smith,  though  the  first  had  been  a  week 
or  two  before. 

Question.  Can  you  assign  any  other  cause  for  their  intended  visit  to  you  than  your  de- 
nunciations of  these  proceedings  against  the  schools  t 

Answer.  Well,  sir,  I  am  a  very  decided  man  in  my  political  opinions ;  I  think  that 
you,  Mr.  Chairman,  who  ar^  acquainted  with  me,  will  probably  bear  me  out  in  saying 
that  I  am  very  independent,  and  speak  and  write  just  what  I  think.  There  haa  been 
some  feeling  against  mo  to  a  considerable  extent  in  the  county  of  Pontotoc.  In  the 
town  of  Pontotoc,  where  I  live,  that  feeling  has  measurably  worn  away,  and  I  have  a 
good  many  personal  friends  there  among  the  democrats  and  some  in  the  county.  But 
the  charge  they  make  in  the  country  is  that  I  want  to  put  the  negro  over  the  white 
man.  Of  course  I  need  not  say  to  this  committee  that  that  is  false ;  I  never  in  my  life 
thought  of  such  a  thing  as  putting  oue  citizen  above  another  in  any  way  ;  but  that  is 
the  cliarge  they  made  in  the  country.  There  was  a  feeling  against  me  growing?  out  of 
my  political  opinions.  This  feeling  exists  there  not  only  against  me,  but  against  all 
other  republicans ;  and  there  are  some  white  republicans  in  my  county. 

Question.  You  have  been  publishing  a  republican  newspaper  at  Pontotoc  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  it  is  called  *'  Equal  Rights." 

Question.  Have  you  done  more  in  publishing  your  paper  or  expressing  your  political 
sentiments  than  to  advocate  firmly  the  princiides  in  which  you  believe  f 

Ansiver.  1  have  advocated  in  my  paper  loyalty  to  the  United  States  as  a  paramount 
obligation  upon  the  citizen;  I  have  urged  compliance  with  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States,  and  the  right  of  every  citizen  under  that  Constitution.  That  is  about  the  extent 
to  which  I  have  gone.  In  that  1  have  claimed  the  right  for  evei*y  colored  man  to  send 
his  children  to  the  same  schools  as  white  persons  do.  But  when  I  accepted  the  ap- 
l)ointment  of  county  superintendent  of  educatiou,  I  accepted  it  with  the  full  determi- 
nation to  carry  out,  and  have  carried  out,  the  law,  as  I  understood  its  intention,  which 
was  to  keep  up  separate  schools. 

Question.  Did  you  organize  se]>arate  schools? 

Answer.  I  did  organize  separate  schools  in  every  instance ;  I  never  attempted  to  put 
negroes  and  whites  together.  I  say  to  you  very  candidly  that  my  individual  opinion  is 
that  when  children  can  play  together,  as  black  and  white  children  do,  I  see  no  reason 
why  it  would  poison  them  to  go  to  school  together. 

By  Mr.  Van  Trump  : 

Question.  While  you  have  organized  separate  schools,  you  have  been  a  very  firm  and 
indep<;udent  advocate  of  mixed  schools  in  your  paper  1 

Answer.  When  I  took  charge  of  afiairsas  superintendent  of  education  of  the  county, 
I  carried  out  strictly  the  law  and  kept  the  schools  separate.  Governor  Alcorn  aud 
myself  got  into  a  controversy  with  reference  to  the  opinions  which  I  expressed  about 
the  right  of  the  citizen,  black  or  white,  to  send  his  children  to  the  University  of  Mis- 
sissippi. 

Questi&n.  Then  you  were  really  writing  in  your  paper  against  the  law  of  Mississippi ' 

Anstver,  There  is  no  law  of  Mississippi  prohibiting  mixed  schools. 

Question.  1  think  you  stated  that  the  law  was  understood  to  provide  for  separate 
schools. 

Answer.  I  will  explain  that.  In  the  whole  law  there  are  no  distinctions  made,  bnt 
it  goes  on  to  say  that  upon  application » of  parents  or  guardians  representing  twenty- 
five  children  of  school  age,  separate  schools  may  be  established;  and  that  we  consider 
to  be  the  intention  of  the  law — to  establish  sep«arate  schools.  But  that  ha*l  no  refer- 
ence to  the  University  of  Mississippi.  I  was  silent  in  my  paper  on  the  subject  until 
the  professors  of  Oxford  College  wrote,  over  their  own  signatures,  and  had  published,  a 
letter  in  which  they  said  that  whenever  a  boy  applied  for  admission  into  the  Univer- 
sity of  Mississippi,  they  would  look  into  his  fa<je,  and  if  they  discovered  that  he  had 
negro  blood,  they  would  refuse  him  admission.  Governor  Alcorn  came  out  aud  in- 
dorsed that  letter.  All  this  that  1  now  tell  you  was  long  after  1  had  commenced  edit- 
ing the  paper.  1  had  edited  the  paper  a  year  before,  and  ha<^l  never  made  any  reference 
to  the  schools ;  but  when  Governor  Alcorn  indorsed  the  letter  of  those  professors.  I 
came  out  in  my  paper  and  demanded  the  right  of  the  citizen  to  send  his  children  to 
the  University  of  Mississippi. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Question.  Had  the  advocacy  of  that  opinion  anything  to  do  with  the  hostility  evinced 
toward  yon  by  this  visit  of  the  Ku-Kluxf 
Anstcer.  Well,  I  do  not  know  how  far  that  might  have  influenced  them ;  but  I  vi^ 
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say  that  my  course,  as  superintendent  of  edncatioo,  cave  entire  satisfaction,  so  far  as 
I  understood,  to  persons  of  all  parties  there,  because  I  was  very  particular  in  employ- 
ing teachers  that  I  thought  would  suit.  There  was  nothing  in  the  law  against  the 
admission  of  colored  children  into  the  schools  along  with  white ;  and  I  do  not  believe 
that  under  the  law  a  negro  could  have  been  prevented  from  entering  any  of  the 
fichools;  but  it  was  understood  that  the  meaning  of  that  portion  of  the  law  which  said 
there  might  be  separate  schools  established  was  that  we  should  establish  separate 
schools  for  negroes  and  for  white  persons. 

By  Mr.  Van  Trump  : 

QuestioM,  In  that  discussion  as  to  whether  colored  persons  should  be  admitted  to  the 
Voiversity,  did  you  not  go  into  the  question  at  large  and  advocate  mixed  schools 
generally  f 

Jnnrer.  No,  sir ;  I  did  not.  I  have  a  distinct  recollection  about  that.  After  Smith's 
school  had  been  stopped  and  others  ortlered  to  stop,  1  then  for  the  first  time  (and  it 
has  beeu  since  the  iirst  of  May  of  the  present  year)  came  out  and  said  in  my  paper  sub- 
stantially this :  that,  in  deference  to  the  declarations  of  the  democratic  party  in  Missis- 
sippi, the  republican  party  had  instituted  separate  schools ;  that  as  an  individual  I  had 
pretermitted  that  question  and  was  willing  to  pretermit  it,  but  that  I  never  had 
believed  in  that  priuciple ;  that  I  now  was  fully  satiqiled  of  what  1  had  before  believed, 
that  the  democratic  party  did  not  intend  the  negro  should  be  educated  under  any 
circumstances ;  and  I,  therefore,  demanded  the  repeal  of  the  law  which  permitted  the 
establishment  of  separate  schools ;  I  demanded  that  all  the  schools  should  be  open  for 
all  children,  whether  black  or  white.  This,  however,  was  after  my  schools  had  been 
8topi)ed,  but  before  they  visited  me — before  they  came  to  Pontotoc.  In  the  controversy 
between  Governor  Alcorn  and  myself  growing  out  of  the  question  of  the  Mississippi 
University,  I  took  occasion  frequently  to  say  that  I  was  willing  to  pretermit  the  ques- 
tion, and  was  willing  to  try  the  system  of  separate  schools  as  then  established ;  but  as 
there  was  but  one  college  in  the  State  of  Mississippi  I  demanded  the  right  of  the 
negro  to  enter  that  college  if  he  was  prepared  to  do  so,  because  there  was  but  one  iu- 
stitntion  of  that  sort  there. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  Then  whatever  may  have  been  your  individual  opinion  as  to  the  rights  of 
the  races,  you  had  in  practice,  as  county  superintendent,  organized  separate  schools  f 

Anffwcr.  I  had. 

QhwUou,  You  had  organized  no  mixed  schools  at  all  f 

Antfvoer.  No  mixed  schools  at  all. 

QuetHon,  And  any  expression  of  sentiment  which  you  had  printed  in  your  paper  had 
gone  no  further  than  the  discussion  of  the  question  with  reference  to  tiie  University  T 

Answer.  It  was  confined  simply  to  the  University  of  Mississippi.  The  professors  had 
put  out  that  letter,  and  Governor  Alcorn  had  indorsed  it. 

By  Mr.  Van  Trump  : 

(}na^n.  Did  you  understand  that  your  course  in  regard  to  establishing  schools  there 
met  the  approbation  of  the  democratic  party  as  well  as  the  republicans  f 

Answer.  I  think  I  may  say  without  hesitation  that  the  teachers  and  the  manner  in 
irhich  the  schools  were  established  met  the  approbation  of  the  people  generally. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Question.  You  do  not  refer  to  the  discussion  in  your  paper  as  being  generally  approved  T 
Answer.  Oh,  no,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Van  Trump: 

Question.  Your  establishment  of  separate  schools  for  blacks  and  whites  met  the 
approbation  of  the  democratic  party  t 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  and  my  general  management  of  the  schools  met  the  approbation  of 
all  parties,  I  believe.  Of  course,  my  opinions  as  expressed  in  my  paper  in  reference  to 
the  rights  of  the  colored  citizens,  and  the  loyalty  which  I  attempted  to  impress  upon 
the  citizens  toward  the  Government  of  the  United  States,  did  not  meet  with  the  appro- 
ballon  of  a  large  portion  of  the  white  people  of  Mississippi. 

iJy  the  Chairman  : 

Quciiion.  In  that  portion  of  the  State  of  Mississippi  in  which  you  reside,  is  a  man  who 
entertains  republican  sentiments  (I  use  the  word  *^  republican "  in  its  party  sense)  at 
liberty  to  express  and  advocate  his  opinions  without  fear  of  personal  violence  f 

Answer.  He  cannot  do  it.  And  that  is  the  great  difficulty  that  the  republican  party 
labors  nnder,  not  only  in  Mississippi,  but  in  all  the  Southeru  States.  Most  of  the  negro 
popnlation  who  are  grown  were  slaves  a  few  years  ago,  and  there  are  but  few  of  them 
who  can  read.  Documents  which  you  may  send  never  reach  them.  The  only  way  in 
vhich  they  can  possibly  be  reached  is  by  oral  communication,  in  other  words,  by 
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gathering  them  together.  Ton  caoDot  go  to  every  man's  honse;  that  isimpomible; 
and  the  only  way  yon  can  reach  the  colored  population  is  to  collect  them  in  a  tNMly  aud 
address  speeches*^  to  them.  Yon  cannot  reach  them  in  any  other  way.  Tliey  caoDot 
read.  Many  of  them  would  have  taken  my  paper,  and  said  to  me  that  they  wanted  to  <}o 
so,  but  neither  themselves  nor  their  phildren  could  read  it.  I  said  to  them  that  it  wonid 
be  foolish  to't.ake  the  paper  when  they  conld  not  read  it.  There  is  bnt  that  one  way  in 
which  you  can  reach  the  colored  population  of  Mississippi  or  any  other  State ;  and*  we 
are  excluded  from  meeting  them  in  that  way.  It  is  impossible.  I  went  round  myft^lf 
in  1868,  and  know  the  violence  that  was  committed  at  different  points  where  we  »\wkt. 
At  one  place,  Clark,  a  candidate  for  county  superintendent,  had  his  leg  broken.  At 
another  place  where  I  staid  all  night  after  making  a  political  speech,  they  called  ont 
Dr.  Kerr,  and  he  was  shot  ont  in  his  own  yard.  At  other  places  meetings  were  broken 
np.  That  was  in  1868.  It  is  a  matter  of  impossibility  now  for  me  or  any  other  repub- 
lican to  go  out  in  that  way  and  freely  discuss  the  doctrines  of  the  republican  party. 

By  Mr.  Stkvexson  : 
QuestUm,  Was  not  a  candidate  for  Congress  shot  there  in  1868  f 
Anmcer.  You  refer  to  Barry ;  that  occurrence  was  later;  he  was  shot,  I  think,  in  1869. 
We  ha«]  an  election  there  for  State  officers,  and  afterward  he  was  shot. 
Question.  It  was  dnring  his  canvass  for  Congress  T 
Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

By  the  Chairmak  : 

Question.  Is  this  intolerance  the  seneral  sentiment  of  the  commnnity  there,  or  is  it 
enforced  by  means  of  any  organized  body  of  men  T 

Answer.  To  say  that  every  democrat  in  the  State  of  Mississippi  would  be  opposed  to 
discussion  is  more  than  I  wonld  do.  I  know  some  very  liberal  gentlemen  there  beloog- 
ing  to  the  democratic  party,  for  whom  I  have  a  very  high  appreciation ;  bnt  they  can- 
not control  public  sentiment  there.  The  active  efforts  to  prevent  free  discussion  and 
get  up  these  difficulties  originate,  I  think,  with  members  of  these  societies,  and  they 
are  sympathized  with  outside.  The  night  that  this  difficulty  took  place  in  Pontotoc 
town,  and  earlv  next  morning  when  I  was  about  there,  I  thought  the  sentiment  of  the 
whole  people  there  was  in  favor  of  law  and  order ;  but  before  that  night  the  sentiment 
changed,  and  from  that  time  np  to  the  time  when  I  left  home  their  sympathies  were 
altogether  with  these  men. 

By  Mr.  Beck  : 

Question.  The  night  that  the  attack  was  made  on  yon,  were  not  all  the  men  who 
stood  by  and  aided  yon  to  fight  these  people  democrats,  except  Judge  Pollard  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  I  am  not  sure  what  politics  Mr.  Todd  claims  to  lie :  but  I  think 
that  I  may  say  they  were  all  democrats,  except  Judge  Pollard,  whom  I  consider  as  a 
very  weak-kneed  republican  ;  he  is  one  of  the  Alcorn  republicans. 

Question.  They  did  stand  by  you  and  took  the  chances  of  the  fight  as  well  as  yourself  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Van  Trump  : 
Question.  Even  Pollard  was  pretty  nearly  a  democrat,  according  t-o  your  viewf 
Answer.  Well,  sir,  he  does  not  claim  to  be  a  democrat ;  bnt  1  do  not  recognize  him  as 
a  very  strong  republican.    He  claims  to  be  one.    He  is  one  of  Alcorn's  appointees. 

By  Mr.  Bkck  : 

Question.  That  was  the  only  time  yon  ever  had  occasion  to  call  those  men  into  active 
service  to  preserve  law  and  order  t 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  1  was  the  last  man  that  got  there.  I  live  in  a  rather  isolated  por- 
tion of  the  town.  I  was  called  np  by  these  men.  They  were  all  young  men  except 
Pollard.  Ho  did  not  live  there.  He  is  alNiut  thirty-five  or  forty ;  the  others  are  right 
young  men ;  I  suppose  the  oldest  of  them  is  not  more  than  tweuty-fonr.  They  were 
warm  friends  of  mine— are  really  very  friendly  to  me,  I  do  not  know  whether  they 
considered  it  particularly  defending  me  or  not.  I  think  they  disapproved  of  those  kind 
of  men  goin^  alK>nt.  They  had  hciard  of  it,  and  I  think  they  disapproved  of  it ;  and  I 
think  they  disapprove  of  it  yet ;  for  I  will  assure  you  that  almost  ever  since  this  thiii^ 
has  occurred  those  young  men  have  had  to  take  it  by  turns  and  watch  the  tofrn ;  for 
threatening  messages  and  anonymous  letters  are  coming  in  through  the  post  ollice 
signed  Kn-Klux.  Those  young  men  have  con  tinned  to  take  it  by  turns  and  watch  the 
town  nntil  they  are  completely  exhausted. 

Question.  If  any  of  your  citizens  there,  those  young  men  or  yourself,  were  attacked 
try  disguised  men,  wonld  not  the  great  bulk  of  the  citizens,  regardless  of  party,  stand 
by  and  fight  for  the  defense  of  your  citizens  f 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  after  mentioning  over  a  few  yonng  men,  I  think  I  conld  name  very 
few  others  who  wonld  fight  in  that  way.  I  think  there  were  citizens  called  n\iou  that 
night  who  refused  to  come  out ;  for  long  before  these  gentlemen  came  to  me  they  had 
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gone  AD(l  awakened  other  citizens,  and  man v  refused  to  come  ont — ^would  not  come  out 
at  all— would  have  nothing  to  do  with  the  matter ;  and  not  a  single  citizen  of  the 
town  came  out  till  afterward,  excepting  these  few  young  men  who  happened  to  be 
playing  a  game  of  eucher  around  at  the  jail.  They  afterward  complained  that  their 
coDcluct  had  been  so  much  disapproved  of.  I  remember  an  expression  made  by  Col- 
onel Fountain's  son,  which  was  repeated  to  me.  Colonel  Fountain's  sou,  Charles,  who 
wae  a  young  man,  was  not  at  the  firing  because  ho  had  gone  to  wake  his  father  up  ; 
Ti-heu  they  sent  for  me  they  seut  for  Colonel  Fountain  also ;  Colonel  Fountain  tgld  me 
that  his  sou  told  him  that  the  pressure  of  public  opinion  was  so  strong  against  him 
tliat  he  became  very  angry,  and  said  that  if  the  Ku-Klux  were  to  come  thaf  night  to 
Pontotoc,  he  did  not  believe  he  could  raise  eight  men  who  would  defend  the  town. 
His  father  then  told  him  to  go  around  and  make  inquiries.  That  evening  I  think  he 
'nas  better  satisfied ;  he  had  found  about  fifteen  who  agreed  to  stand  np  and  defend 
the  town  if  these  men  came  there  again.  But  the  older  citizens,  gray-hei^led  men — 
men  who  control  public  opinion — were  making  all  sorts  of  excuses.  They  said  that 
these  men  did  not  intend  to  do  anything  wrong,  that  they  were  just  on  a  little  spree; 
that  an  organization  of  'hat  sort  was  very  necessary,  and  they  thought  it  a  very  good 
inatitution  ;  that  they  had  no  business  to  be  shot  on  ;  that  they  considered  it  murder. 
Some  men  from  the  country  came  in  and  said  they  would  be  organized  and  would  come 
in  again.  There  was  a  letter  sent  to  me ;  I  could  have  brought  that  letter,  but  it  was 
Tery  profane  and  obscene  In  every  way.  It  was  signed  *'  Ku-Klux.''  It  was  sent  to 
me  while  I  was  sick.  They  said  they  would  come  again ;  that  there  were  seven  thou- 
sand and  more  of  them.  It  was  all  great  stuff;  there  was  a  great  deal  of  profanity  in 
it.  They  wrote  another  letter  telling  the  young  men  that  they  had  a  certain  object  in 
yiew,  which  was  to  get  me  and  afl  others  out  of  the  way ;  that  if  they  would  keep 
their  beds  they  would  not  be  interfered  with,  but  that  if  they  came  out  they  did  not 
intend  to  run  away  any  more ;  that  they  would  come  strong  enough  the  next  time  to 
▼hip  ont  the  town.    That  was  a  letter  written  to  one  of  the  young  men  of  the  town. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

QumUoil  What  effect  have  these  proceedings  had  on  the  sense  of  security  among 
people  in  that  county  t 

Answa-.  Well,  sir,  my  brother-in-law,  Captain  Cullins,  who  was  a  co-editor  of  mine, 
has  removed  about  nineteen  miles  from  where  I  live.  When  I  became  sick  my  wife  sent 
for  him.  He  told  me  (this  was  on  Sunday)  that  as  he  was  coming  along  he  met  four 
men,  all  of  whom  are  reported  to  be  Ku-Klux ;  they  are  susi>ected  to  be  so ;  I  do  not 
know  whether  they  are  or  not.  He  said  that  when  they  saw  him,  two  of  them  put 
their  hands  behind  them  to  their  pistols ;  he  also  laid  his  hand  on  his  pistol,  and  they 
passed,  saying  nothing.  He  knew  them  well,  and  they  did  not  speak  to  him.  He  had 
btardof  threats  made  against  him.  He  had  not  gone  very  far  before  two  more  passed 
him,  and  went  on  very  rapidly.  He  then  turnetf  out  of  the  road  and  cut  across  the 
country.  He  did  not  think  it  was  safe  for  him  there.  I  myself  do  not  suppose  it  would 
be  safe  for  me.  Sheriff  Bell  himself,  the  sheriff'  of  the  county,  does  not  believe  that  he 
coul<l  safely  go  to  many  paits  of  the  county.  I  do  not  apprehend  that  they  might  come 
openly,  but  I  think  they  would  assassinate.  There  is  a  feeling  of  entire  insecurity  ex- 
isting there  now.  When  I  came  to  Cupola,  on  my  way  here,  my  friends  thought  it  un- 
safe for  me  to  come  alone,  and  they  insisted  upon  accompanying  me.  There  were 
United  States  soldiers  there,  but  I  would  not  have  them  as  a  guard.  I  have  an  utter 
contempt  for  the  idea  of  not  being  able  to  walk  about  without  having  a  parcel  of 
soldiers  following  me.  Two  of  my  friends  accompanied  me  to  the  depot,  hut  1  did  not 
vant  them  to  do  so.  I  have  no  idea  that  I  can  safely  go  into  certain  portions  of  Pon- 
totoc County ;  it  would  be  imi)088ib]e. 

Qnt»tion.  From  the  observations  which  yon  h^ve  made  there  in  your  capacity  as 
county  superintendent,  and  from  other  information  which  you  have  derived  while  re- 
siding in  that  county,  have  you  any  doubt  as  to  the  existence  of  an  organization  known 
asKu-Klaxt 

Anmser.  None  in  the  world.  They  not  only  exist  there,  but  they  exist  in  other 
counties.  I  understood  that  they  had  reorganized  since  this  difficulty,  and  they  were 
ridiug  again  in  the  county  a  few  nights  before  I  left  home.  After  this  difficulty  on  the 
I'Uh  of  May,  there  had  been  no  ridiug  there  until  a  few  days  before  I  left  home. 

Qa(9thtt.  Are  there  any  instances^  so  far  as  you  know,  in  which  persons  belonging  to 
the  democratic  party  have  been  visited  by  them  or  threatened,  except  these  teachers 
of  colored  schools! 

J »*»«-.  No,  sir ;  none. 

Quation,  You  stated  you  went  to  Mississippi  in  1856.  Where  had  you  lived  before 
thatf 

Answer.  In  Georgia ;  I  was  bom  there.  Howell  Cobb,  who  used  to  be  Speaker-of  the 
House  of  Representatives,  was  my  cousin. 

By  Mr.  Beck  : 

QttaUon.  Did  not  your  family  come  originally  from  Virginia! 
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Aneicer,  My  father  was  bom  in  Phdcc  Edward's  County,  Virginia.  My  [^eat-grand- 
father  was  a  Hngnenot,  who  left  France  at  the  revocation  of  the  edict  of  Nantes  by 
Louis  XIV.  Some  of  my  uncles,  I  believe,  were  Kentuckians  j  but  I  think  they  have 
all  died. 

By  Mr.  Stevenson  : 

Question,  Repeat  the  names  of  your  uucles. 

An»wer.  John  James  was  one  of  my  uncles ;  also  Matthew;  there  was  a  David,  too. 

Question.  You  spoke  of  a  place  named  Cupola  to  which  you  came  on  your  way  to 
Washin^on.    Is  that  a  railroad  station  T 

Ansicer,  Yes,  sir ;  it  is  in  Lee  County ;  it  is  the  nearest  railroad  and  telegraph  station 
to  Pontotoc  Town.    There  is  no  railroad  to  Pontotoc  Town. 

Queation.  That  is  the  station  at  which  you  took  the  traiu  f 

Anstrer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  You  spoke  of  friends  accompanying  you  for  your  protection. 

Answer,  They  were  not  satisfied  to  have  me  come  alone.  The  cars  leave  at  10  o^cloek 
at  night.  At  3  o'clock  I  found  one  of  my  friends  on  horseback,  determined  to  come 
with  me  anyhow  ;  and  another  one  also  came  with  me. 

Question,  Who  is  Sheriif  Bellf 

Anstcer,  His  name  is  William  Bell.    He  is  a  gentleman  bom,  I  think,  in  that  county. 

Question,  An  old  citizen  f 

Anmcer,  Yes,  sir;  I  think  al>ont  forty  years  old. 

Question,  You  speak  of  a  letter  threatening  that  these  men  would  come  to  town  in 
force  strong  enough  to  overcome  it.    When  was  that  letter  received  ? 

Answer,  There  were  two  letters.  One  was  received  by  my  family  while  I  was  sick, 
some  time  during  the  present  month,  and  the  other  was  received  by  a  young  man  about 
the  same  time.    I  think  it  was  probably  the  third  or  fourth,  or  fifth  of  this  month. 

Question.  You  say  that  in  selecting  school-teachers  generally  no  distinction  of  party 
was  made ;  was  any  distinction  made  in  selecting  teachers  for  the  colored  schools  f 

Ansictr,  None  whatever. 

Question,  What  happened  to  be  the  politics  of  the  teachers  of  the  colored  schools ; 
what  was  their  politics  generally  f 

Answer,  There  were  three  ladies  from  Michigan  who  taught  colored  schools.  Two 
of  them  had  been  there  teaching  the  negroes,  aud  we  afterward  employed  them  when 
this  system  went  into  operation.  Another  teacher  was  Mr.  Lippincott,  who  was  with 
Reynolds  iu  Texas.    I  presume  he  is  a  republican,  though  I  never  asked  him. 

Question.  Were  the  others  all  democrats  f 

Anmcer.  Yes,  sir,  except  Mr.  Huntington;  he  is  a  republican;  he  is  a  native  of  that 
State.    But  Mr.  Smith,  the  t^o  Mr.  Seales,  and  Mr.  Mafiit  were  all  democrats. 

Question,  It  happened  then  that  the  majority  of  the  teachers  of  the  colored  schools 
were  democrats  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  and  I  will  state  further  that  I  rejected  but  three  applicants,  and 
one  of  them  was  a  negro.  There  was  only  one  negro  teacher  in  the  whole  county.  I 
rejected  one  negro  applicant.  I  examined  him  twice  at  his  own  request,  and  he  could 
not  stand  the  examination.  I  reckon  he  supposed  I  would  take  him  anyhow  becanse 
he  was  a  negro.    Out  of  the  whole  of  those  t-eachers  there  was  but  one  colored  teacher. 

Question.  How  is  the  University  of  Mississippi  maintained  f 

Answer,  By  taxation  upon  the  people,  and  by  appropriations  hitherto  made  of  the 
public  funds.  Some  $35,000  is  paid  to  professors  annually.  That  is  what  was  paid 
when  there  were  about  three  hundred  students.  There  are  now  but  seventy  students ; 
but  the  same  number  of  professors  is  kept,  and  the  same  pay  given  to  them.  I  have 
no  idea  that  a  single  colored  boy  in  Mississippi  is  competent  to  enter  the  college.  I  do 
not  believe  there  is  one  such.  Although  Governor  Alcorn  has  had  an  apiiropnatinn  of 
$5,000  made  to  establish  a  colored  university,  I  do  not  believe  there  is  a  single  colored 
boy  iu  Mississippi  capable  of  entering  the  freshman  class  of  any  college  unless  it  may 
be  some  one  who  has  been  imported ;  there  is  none  native  there.  The  education  of  tbe 
negroes  is,  however,  progressing.  We  have  boys  in  our  county  who  are  studying 
geography,  and  getting  along  pretty  well  in  arithmetic. 

Question,  What  is  the  colored  vote  of  Pontotoc  County? 

Answer,  The  registered  colored  vote  is  464  I  think. 

Question,  What  is  the  registered  white  votef 

Answer,  1  cannot  answer  that  question  as  positively  as  F  would  wish,  because  Union 
County  has  been  made  from  a  part  of  our  county.  I  think  the  registere^l  white  vot« 
would  be  over  1,700  now. 

Question,  How  was  it  in  1869,  when  you  had  your  last  election  ? 

Answer,  In  1869  the  colored  vote  was  a  little  over  500,  and  the  white  vote  was  2,300, 
or  a  little  over. 

Question.  Mr.  Alcorn  carried  the  county  ? 

Anstver.  Yes,  sir ;  he  carried  that  county. 

Question.  1  infer  there  must  be  a  considerable  white  republican  vote  there. 
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.l««ffr.  Well,  there  were  a  great  many  democrats  who  did  not  exactly  approve  the 
Douiinatiou  of  Jiidgo  Dent;  and  then  a  large  number  of  men  who  were  originally  "old- 
line  whigs,"  bnt  who  now  act  with  the  conservative  or  dcmocratio  party,  who  do  not 
claim  to  be  republicans  at  all,  voted  for  Alcorn. 

(JuenUon.  Both  the  candidates  professed  to  be  republicans  T 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  Dent  was  put  up  by  the  democrats,  but  I  believe  he  was  a  repub- 
lican. In  the  county  of  Pontotoc,  as  it  now  stands,  there  are  probably  200  white 
nf)iublican  votes — probably  more  than  in  any  other  county.  I  have  been  working  very 
hard  there;  and  I  think  there  are  about  200  reliable  white  republican  votes  in  that 
county. 

ionium.  So  far  as  circumstances  seemed  to  identify  them,  to  what  class  of  citizens 
did  these  young  men  belong  who  were  in  the  gang  that  made  the  attack  on  Pontotoc  f 

Jii«irer.  Dillard  was  of  iS\  obscnre  and  poor  family.  In  fact,  almost  all  of  us  are 
poi>r  now,  comparatively  s]>eaking  ;  but  he  was  what  yon  might  call  ignorant.  The 
lamily  of  Pegues  are  veiy  respectable,  as  much  so  as  any  in  the  county. 

(Question.  ProixTty-holders  ? 

jHwrfr.  Very  good  livers — well  off,  having  enough.  Sadler's  father  is  one  of  the 
most  resjiectable  men  in  that  county. 

(Jufniion,  Is  he  a  land -holder  f 

Auw^r.  Yes,  sir  ;  he  has  a  good  support.  Hardin  is  not  much.  Braddon  was  a  man 
of  not  much  force.  I  am  s])eaking  of  the  five  whose  horses  were  there.  I  do  not  like 
to  speak  of  any  others.  As  far  as  we  could  find  out  from  the  horses,  we  identified 
th«»«e  men  as  being  their  riders  upon  that  occasion.  Two  or  three  of  these  men  be- 
loDi;«l  to  very  ignorant  iamilies.  The  other  two  were  about  as  respectable  as  anybody 
ve  had  ther»\ 

(^Mention.  So  far,  then,  as  circumstances  seemed  to  indicate,  this  band  was  composed 
of  both  clasKes — the  res])eetable  class  of  property-holders  and  also  others  f 

Annirer.  Yes,  sir ;  they  came  from  the  respectable  class,  and  also  the  poor,  ignorant 
elasK. 

V»e»/i<w.  Have  yon  received  any  information  which  gives  you  an  opinion  of  the 
Dumlier  composing  this  organization  in  Mississippi,  or  in  that  region  of  Mississippi  f 

JwiWfr.  No,  sir.  I  yiaid  no  attention  to  that  anonymous  letter  which  was  written  to 
me.  I  think  it  was  mere  gas.  That  spoke  of  seven  thousand  being  around  there  in 
thc*e  counties  and  up  that  way. 

(^vtniion.  How  far  into  the  State  hare  you  heard  of  the  organization  penetrating  f 

Jjtwrfr.  Well,  sir,  I  have  heard  of  its  penetrating  into  Union,  Tippah,  Leake,  Lee, 
Pontotoc,  Prentiss,  Alcorn,  Tishemingo,  Itawamba,  Monroe,  Lowndes,  Noxubee,  Oktib- 
beha, Cboctaw,  Winston,  and  Kemper. 

(Jneniion.  Winston  is  near  the  center  of  the  State  f 

Auiver.  Yes,  sir ;  Winston  is  lower  down  than  our  county.  I  understood  they  burned 
a  public  school-house  in  Leake  County. 

{tHeniwH.  Leake  is  about  the  center  f 

AH*wer.  Yes,  sir.  In  the  lower  counties,  where  the  negro  population  is  very  heavy, 
I  do  not  think  there  are  many  Ku-Klnx ;  for  instance,  in  Holmes,  Hinds,  W^arreu, 
Washington,  and  Y'azoo.  The  n«*gro  population  is  strong  in  Noxubee  and  Lowndes; 
the  latter  is  the  second  strongest  negro  county  in  the  State ;  but  these  are  distant 
from  the  other  negro  counties.  There  is  a  tier  of  counties — Monroe,  Noxubee,  and 
liowndes— all  heavy  negro  counties,  in  all  of  which  the  Ku-Klux  exist.  I^eaving 
those  counties  you  would  have  to  go  one  hundred  and  fifty  miles  before  striking  the 
i«-*,rro  population  proper  in  any  density. 

(jHfittion.  Have  yon  heard  anything  of' an  organization  called  the  Pale  Faces  T 

Ansvtr.  I  have  not. 

(/uattioH.  Have  you  heard  any  mention  of  the  Knights  of  the  White  Camelia  f 

AtiHwrr,  I  have  not. 

(jMeHt'unt,  All  these  bands  are  called  Ku-Klnx,  are  they  f 

AMwer.  Yes,  sir.  All  these  letters  that  I  have  spoken  of  were  signed  '^  Ku-Klnx.^ 
Thi'v  are  generally  understood  to  be  Ku-Klux. 

(^tntioH.  By  iHJople  of  all  parties  f 

Ai.4icer.  Yes,  sir,  by  all  classes  of  persons  they  are  known  as  Ku-Klnx. 

(^tntiott.  Does  any  party  in  Pontotoc  deny  the  existence  of  such  an  order? 

Anwer.  No,  sir ;  I  do  not  believe  that  any  man  tliere  who  has  any  regard  for  tnith 
vonUl  deny  the  existence  of  the  order.  I  heard  Fountain  and  others  remark,  **  W"e  have 
doubted  it  until  now."  Y'ou  see  in  the  case  I  have  mentioned,  there  was  a  man  who 
^a.H  caught  in  the  disguise.  I  do  not  believe  that  another  such  case  has  occurred  in 
the  L'nite<l  States.  There  have  been  some  who  were  shot,  but  when  found  the  dis- 
fi^m*  bad  been  taken  off.  This  man  was  in  his  disguise.  After  that  occurrence,  I 
he:ird  men  say  that  they  had  always  doubted  it  before. 

(.ftuBtion.  You  have  stated  that  you  turned  this  party  off  the  road  that  they  came  in 
by? 

Aiurer,  Y'es,  eir. 

QNcsfion.  Did  any  of  your  party  follow  them  and  appear  to  them  afterward  f 
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AnstPfr.  NOf  sir,  because  we  were  all  on  foot  and  they  were  on  hones. 

Quettion,  I  did  not  know  bnt  yon  cut  across. 

Anmcer.  There  was  a  cross  street.  These  men  had  to  go  some  two  or  three  hundred 
yards  around.  Some  of  us  did  go  to  the  cross  sCi'eet^  About  a  hundred  yards  alwve 
where  we  were  they  were  fired  on  again ;  and  there  is  the  place,  probably,  where  Dil- 
lard  was  killed,  for  I  forgot  to  mention  that  I  asked  him  if  he  had  been  struck  at  (be 
first  firing  and  he  said  no ;  that  he  was  struck  where  he  fell.  That  is  what  he  said  to 
me. 

Question,  Were  yon  with  the  party  engaged  in  the  second  firing? 

Ansurer.  I  scarcely  think  it  prudent  to  answer  that  question ;  the  committee  will 
excuse  me.  I  will  state,  however,  that  when  these  men  turned  and  went  aronna,  some 
of  the  young  men  in  their  excitement  attempted  to  follow  them.  One  or  two  others 
went  up  the  street  where  they  would  pass — say  one  hundred  yards  distant.  Those 
horsemen  had  to  go  about  three  hundred  yards  ;  and  when  they  came  ronud,  this  party 
was  fired  on  again  by  the  Ku-Klux,  and  the  firing  was  retumef',  which  resulted  in 
killing  one  of  them. 

QucMtion,  The  whole  thing,  then,  was  calculated  to  impress  the  band  with  the  idea 
that  they  might  be  irarsued  T 

Anstrer.  Yes,  sir ;  all  along  as  they  went  they  called  out,  "  Come  on  ;"  "  Hurry  ap. 
boys."  Some  of  them  were  going  slowly — those  that  were  wounded.  The  way  they 
went,  in  going  off,  they  had  to  go  nearly  half  a  mile  through  the  town  ;  whereofi.  if 
they  had  gone  as  they  came  in,  they  woukl  not  have  had  to  go  more  than  a  hundred 
yarils  to  get  away  from  the  houses.  Persons  in  the  town  heard  them  calling  ont  to 
each  other  to  hurry  up,  for  some  of  them  were  getting  along  very  slowly.  They  evi- 
dently apprehende<l  that  they  would  be  pursued. 

Quatiom,  Is  that  probably  one  reason  why  they  cast  off  their  disgnises  so  rapidly  T 

Atfgwer.  Yes,  sir.  I  think,  however,  the  main  reason  for  that  was  that  being  thrown 
ont  of  the  direction  they  came,  and  being  in  a  country  they  knew  little  about,  as  day 
approached,  they  did  not  like  to  be  seen  with  disguises  on.  That  is  the  reason,  I  think, 
they  took  them  off. 

By  Mr.  Bfxk: 

Question.  l'*rom  the  inquiries  they  were  making,  it  is  pretty  evident  they  did  oot 
know  your  house  T 

Anstcer.  That  is  a  strange  thing  to  me,  because  certainly  some  of  those  men — Pegaef^. 
who  lived  within  four  miles,  and  others — must  have  known  where  my  house  was.  I 
doubt  very  umch  whether  this  man,  Dillard,  and  some  others  knew  it ;  but  some  of 
them  must  have  known  it.  On  that  evening  they  had  been  talking  to  a  Dr.  Speight, 
and  he  said  they  asked  him,  ^'  Which  way  is  old  Floumoy'sf  He  told  them  it  wan 
just  across  from  the  gullies  where  they  were.  They  said,  **  We  understand  he  has 
threatened  to  shoot  on  us  if  we  go  there ;  will  he  do  it  V*  It  seems  they  asked  that 
question  two  or  tliree  times.  He  told  them  he  diil  not  know.  He  said  they  started  for 
my  hou84^  In  one  direction  it  Wiis  not  more  than  one  hundred  and  fiftv  yanls ;  bat  in 
the  direction  they  turned  to  go  it  was  at  least  a  quarter  of  a  mile.  He  hallooed  to 
them  and  told  them  they  couhl  not  get  over  there  because  of  the  gullies.  I  aske<l  him 
afterward  why  he  told  them  that ;  it  seemed  so  accommodating  that  I  wanted  to  know 
why  he  did  it.  He  told  me  that  he  was  very  much  scared ;  and  of  course  I  said  uo 
more  to  him.    When  he  told  them  they  could  not  get  across  those  gullies  they  turned. 

By  Mr.  Vax  Tri:mp  : 

Question,  Does  this  Dr.  Sjwi^ht  live  there  f 

AnHtcer.  He  has  been  living  m  the  town  since  Christmas ;  he  has  live<l  longer  than 
that  in  the  county.  When  he  told  them  that,  they  turned  back,  and  a  )>ortion  of  them 
had  not  caught  up  when  the  firing  commenced.  They  were  not  in  any  particular  onW. 
Al>out  twelve  or  fifteen  hail  come  up  and  others  were  still  coming  when  the  firing  was 
heard,  and  those  fellows  wheeled  n>und.  The  men  we  met  at  the  cross  8tre<*t  were  the 
men  who  had  been  fired  on  before,  because  they  started  around  and  got  there  l»efore 
the  others. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

QueMtion.  Did  anything  come  to  yonr  knowledge  as  superintendent  of  iMlncation 
to  indicate  the  extent  of  the  depredations  of  the  Ku-Klux  against  school-houses  in 
Lowndes  and  Noxubie  Counties  f 

Answer.  No,  sir;  I  only  understood  they  had  bunied  all  the  school-houses  in  Winston 
and  in  Leake.  I  do  not  know  what  they  did  in  Xoxubie.  I  heard  they  burned  some 
there,  but  I  do  not  know. 

Qnetftion,  Is  it  an  ascertained  fact  of  public  history  that  school-bnildings  were  burned 
in  Winston  and  Leake  Counties. 

Anstcer.  I  think  there  is  no  doubt  about  Winston,  and  I  have  none  about  Leake.  It 
was  repeatedly  published  in  the  pai>ers  and  not  denied. 

Quistion,  In  the  counties  which  you  have  named  aa  infested  by  Ku-Klux,  does  the 
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same  sense  of  insecurity  prevail,  8o  far  aa  your  knowledge  goes,  that  you  have  de- 
cril)ed  as  prevailing  in  Pontotoc  f 

Jwwrer.  I  understand  that  there  is  a  complete  reign  of  terror  there  ;  the  people  are 
very  much  aft'aid.  I  heard  one  man  say  (I  will  not  mention  who  he  is)  that  he  would 
be  afraid  to  tell  this  committee  all  he  knew.  I  am  not  afraid  to  tell  the  committee  all 
1  know,  nor  am  I  afraid  of  those  Ku-Klux,  though  I  think  it  very  probable  they  will 
kill  me  before  this  thing  is  done. 

By  Mr.  Stevenson  : 

Quegtion.  Wen^  you  in  the  rebel  army  f 

Jnnrer.  I  was  in  the  convention  that  carried  the  State  out.  'I  was  elected  to  the  con- 
vention as  a  Union  man.  When  I  got  there  I  did  everythinf^  I  could  to  prevent  the 
State  going  out.  I  told  them  that  I  believed  it  would  be  the  death-knell  of  slavery 
whenever  they  went  out,  and  that  they  would  be  whipped  in  the  game.  They  said  to 
me:  "We  are  live  or  six  to  yonr  one ;  we  are  going  out  on  Thur8<hiy,and  the  course  of 
men  Hke  you  is  calculated  to  encourage  the  North  to  believe  that  there  is  a  division 
among  the  men  of  Mississippi,  when  you  know  that  there  is  no  such  thing,  that  all  will 
join  in  it^  We  are  getting  dispatches  from  our  Senators,  Davis  and  Brown,  and  from 
oar  members  of  Congress,  assuring  us  that  all  that  is  necessary  is  for  Mississippi  to 
present  a  solid,  united  front,  and  follow  the  example  of  other  States ;  that  there  will 
be  no  difficulty;  that  all  the  trouble  and  bloodshed  which  may  come  will  result  from 
tlie  course  of  such  factious  men  as  you."  1  then  called  on  Alcorn  and  Brooks,  who  had 
rtfpresentcd  the  State  here  in  Congress,  and  other  men,  to  meet  me  in  the  senate 
chamber.  Alcorn  made  a  speech.  He  had  by  that  time  got  to  be  a  pretty  strong  seces- 
Kioniat;  he  had  reached  a  point  where  he  intended  to  "cross  the  Rubicon."  I  was 
aAsnred  by  live  or  six  of  the  most  prominent  secessionists  that  if  we  would  vote  for  the 
ordinance  of  secession  they  would  submit  that  ordinance  to  the  people  of  Mississippi. 
I  had  fonght  it  to  the  bitter  end,  as  is  shown  by  the  records  of  the  convention,  by  my 
Pixeches,  and  in  other  ways.  I  had  thrown  every  obstacle  I  could  to  prevent  the  State 
going  out.  There  were  members  of  the  convention  who  believed  that  if  the  question 
were  referred  to  the  people  of  Mississippi  they  would  reject  the  ordinance  of  secession. 
Bat  that  was  not  true.  If  it  had  been  subniitted  there  would  not  have  been  2,000 
Totes  against  it.  Yet,  as  it  was  the  last  hope,  I  agreed  to  vote  for  the  ordinance  of 
fiecession,  with  the  express  understanding  that  it  should  be  submitted  to  the  ])eoplo  for 
ratification.  When  that  ordinance  had  been  passed,  I  called  on  those  men  to  redeem 
their  ple<lges.  They  asked  me,  '*  Who  made  tlie  pledges  t "  I  named  to  them  Rogers, 
Miller  of  Poutotoc,  and  other  men.  Then  the  reply  was  made  to  me,  "Those  men  will 
no  donbt  agree  to  do  it ;  but  we  are  not  bound  by  their  pledges ;  we  never  pledged 
onreelves."  I  had  supposed  that  these  men  represented  the  party  that  carried  the 
State  out.  Whrn  it  came  to  a  vot«  upon  the  question  of  submitting  the  ordinance, 
Rogers,  Miller,  and  a  few  others  who  had  made  the  pledge  did  vote  for  submission,  but 
others  refused.  I  quit  the  convention  after  the  forfeiture  of  that  pledge.  I  went  home. 
Each  of  the  four  delegates  from  our  county  raised  companies ;  and  they  came  to  me  to 
know  whether  I  was  going  to  raise  a  company,  and  all  that  sort  of  thing.  Finally  I 
got  np  a  company  and  was  mustered  into  service  and  went  to  Richmond ;  but  I  re- 
fiigneil  in,  I  think,  about  nine  days  after  I  got  there — before  the  battle  of  Manassas  was 
fonght — because  there  waa  a  conflict  in  my  conscience.  I  had  been  a  loyal  Union  man 
al]  my  life ;  had  fought  the  battle  for  the  Union  in  Georgia  side  by  side  with  Cobb 
and  Johnson.  In  my  earlier  life,  when  I  was  not  of  age,  I  was  a  Calhoun  nullitier; 
hut  ever  since  I  have  been  a  man  I  have  been  uniformly  a  Union  man,  loyal  to  the 
riovemuient  of  the  United  States.  My  conscience  did  not  allow  me  to  stay  in  the  ser- 
vice, and  I  resigned.  My  resignation  was  accepted,  and  I  went  back  home  and  remained 
there  during  the  war.  I  lost  nearly  everything  1  had ;  but  neither  side  burned  my 
cotton;  I  put  it  out  several  times;  and  when  the  war  closed  it  brought  me  nearl^v  a 
dollar  a  ftouml ;  so  that  I  had  enough  to  keep  me  and  my  family  comfortable.  During 
the  war  1  was  arrested  by  the  confederate  authorities  and  charged  with  having  said 
that  I  approved  of  negroes  going  off  to  the  Yankees.  I  told  the  officer  who  arrested 
me  that  if  I  were  a  slave  and  there  was  no  other  way  to  get  my  liberty,  I  would  run 
away  to  the  Northerners.  He  said  that  I  had  said  I  thought  the  federal  soldiers  were 
right  in  burning  houses.  I  told  him  that  if  I  commanded  a  company  of  soldiers  and 
my  men  were  shot  down  from  behind  houses  I  would  bum  the  houses  down.  They 
finally  concluded  they  would  not  send  me  down  to  headquarters,  and  allowed  me  to 
stay  at  home ;  but  I  was  always  under  suspicion  during  the  war.  I  did  vote  for  the 
ordinance  of  secession  under  the  circumstances  I  have  told  you.  I  did  join  the  con- 
federate army  and  was  mustered  in  as  a  captain,  but  resigned  a  week  or  two  before  the 
first  battle  ot  Manassas,  and  never  took  any  part  in  support  of  the  rebellion  after  that 
time.  I  have  been  considered  to  be  the  most  extreme  and  radical  republican  iu  the 
State  of  Mississippi.  I  do  not  think  I  am  a  bitter  man  at  all.  1  sometimes  vote  for 
democrats  iu  spite  of  all  that  can  be  done,  and  I  have  a  good  many  democratic  friends. 
If  I  have  a  friend  I  go  a  long  ways  for  him.    But  I  am  considered  by  many  to  be  the 

most  extreme  man  in  the  State.    I  do  not  know  whether  I  am  or  not. 
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96  CONDITION   OF  AFFAIRS   IN    THE   SOUTHERN   STATES. 

Washington,  D.  C,  Jmne  28, 1871. 

WILLIAM  C.  FORD  swom  and  examined. 
By  the  Chairman  : 

Quentiott.  Whore  do  you  reside  T 

Ansircr.  In  Meridian,  MiHsiHsippi. 

Question.  What  iH  your  occupation  f 

Jnsicer.  I  am  a  lawyer. 

QucHiion.  How  long  have  you  lived  there? 

Anstcer.  Si  ace  August,  1^05. 

Question,  Are  you  practicing  your  profession  f 

Ansirer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  State  to  the  committee  your  knowledge  of  the  manner  in  which  the  law  is 
executed  in  Meridian,  and  the  extent  to  which  life  and  property  arc  secure,  giving 
your  own  view  of  the  matter^  and  any  facts  which  throw  light  on  the  inquiry. 

Answer.  According  to  my  view,  the  law  is  as  well  executed  there,  and  life  and  prop- 
erty are  as  wcure,  as  in  the  country  generally. 

Question.  Have  you  anything  further  to  say  on  the  suhject  T 

Ansicer.  1  would  state  in  connection  with  that  remark  that  I  do  not  think  the  crim- 
inal law  of  this  country  is  executed  as  it  should  he,  in  any  part  of  the  country. 

Question.  Dti  you  mean  in  the  State  of  Mississippi,  or  the  whole  country  f 

Answer.  The  whole  country,  according  to  my  observation. 

Question.  You  mean  the  Unitwl  States  at  large  t 

Answer.  So  far  as  my  observation  and  knowledge  extend,  the  whole  country. 

Qutstion,  So  far  as  regards  the  State  of  Mississippi,  to  what  cases  do  you  mfer  as 
illustrating  the  general  remark  f 

Answer.  I  do  not  refer  to  any  particular  case,  or  any  particular  locality. 

Qutstion.  To  what  class  of  cases  T 

AvHwer.  I  refer  to  the  administration  of  the  criminal  law  generally.  I  do  not  think 
that  in  this  country  it  is  executed  as  it  ought  to  he.  I  think  too  many  guilty  men 
CKcape  punislimeut.    That  is  what  I  mean  to  say. 

Question.  You  mean  that  the  i)enaltie8  now  provided  hy  law  are  not  inflicted  through 
its  administration  f 

Anstrer.  Yes,  sir. 

Qui  St  ion.  As  we  are  inquiring  in  reference  to  the  condition  of  the  late  insurrectionary 
States,  and  as  you  seem  to  have  a  very  general  view  of  this  subject,  in  what  respect  is 
it  that  the  laws  are  not  efficiently  executed  7  Does  it  arise  from  the  inefiicieucy  of  tbe 
judiciary,  or  the  jury  system,  or  what  does  it  arise  fromt 

Answer.  I  think  it  arises  out  of  the  jury  system,  and  the  character  of  the  Govern- 
ment, and  the  way  in  which  the  officers  are  appointed  or  elected.  It  is  one  of  thtwe 
things  in  regard  to  which  you  can  si'e  the  result,  though  probably  you  would  find  some 
difficulty  in  accounting  for  it.  In  other  words,  as  you  ask  me  about  the  adniinistratioa 
of  the  law,  I  mean  to  say  that  comparing  this  country  with  the  English  government, 
from  my  idea  of  the  administration  of  the  criminal  law  there,  I  do  not  consider  that 
we  execute  the  criminal  law  here,  and  punish  the  guilty,  as  we  ought  to  do. 

Question.  Do  you  state  this  from  actual  observation  in  England,  or  from  yonr  histor- 
ical studies  ? 

Answer.  From  my  historical  studies,  of  course. 

Question .  K n t  i rt?ly  t 

Answer.  Y'<*r,  sir. 

Question.  The  jjurpose  of  this  committee  is  to  ascertain  the  state  of  affairs  existing 
in  the  late  insurreclionary  States;  and  as  we  desire  to  he  practical,  give, if  you  can, 
any  fact  whicli  may  throw  light  upon  the  general  inquirj',  as  it  relates  in  the  firg^ 
place  to  Mississippi. 

Answer.  Well,  as  1  said  when  you  first  asked  me  that  question,  I  think  the  criminal 
law  is  exc<'uted  there  as  well  as  it  is  in  this  country  generally,  so  far  as  my  knowledge 
extends.    When  I  say  that,  I  say  that  it  is  not  executed  there  as  it  on^ht  to  be. 

Question.  Have  you  ever  witnessed  any  lawless  pro<*eedings  in  Meridian,  other  than 
what  is  termed  the  Meridian  riot,  which  occurred  in  March  last  f 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  that  I  can  recollect  anything  now  outside  of  the  usual  occur- 
rences i»f  that  kind  in  the  place. 

Question.  In  all  other  cases  where  the  law  has  heen  violated,  has  there  heen  the  ordi- 
nary prosecution  and  trial  f 

^4w#irrr.  Yes,  sir ;  so  far  as  I  can  recollect  now. 

Question.  Then,  according  to  the  view  which  yon  present,  we  understand  yon  to  say 
that  that  portion  of  Mississippi  in  which  you  live,  is  in  the  normal  and  regular  condi- 
tion of  civilize<l  society,  and  there  is  nothing  to  interfere  with  the  administration  of 
justice  f 

Answer.  Nothing,  that  I  see,  more  than  exists  ordinarily  in  other  portions  of  thecom- 
mtmity. 
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QuenHon.  Were  you  there  when  this  disturbauce  occurred  in  March  last  ? 

Anstcer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  was  present  when  that  riot  occurred. 

Question.  Give  us^  as  briefly  as  you  can,  a  connected  statement  of  its  origin  and  pro- 
gress. 

Mr.  Beck.  I  suggest  that  the  witness  be  allowed  to  state  whether  the  difficulty  be- 
tween Price  and  the  other  man  had  any  connection  with  the  origin  of  that  riot. 

The  CHAiitMAN.  Without  indicating  any  particular  circumstance,  I  wish  to  get  from 
the  witness  his  view  of  the  origin  and  progress  of  the  riot. 

JMwer.  Well,  to  go  back  to  the  origin  of  it,  General  Ames,  while  provisional  gov- 
ernor of  the  State,  appointed  a  man  by  the  name  of  William  Sturges  mayor,  and  in 
(loiuc  so  removed  a  man  named  William  Cathey.  Catliey  is  an  old  citizen — a  man 
DoteS  for  his  integrity  as  a  man.  He  was  of  the  same  politics  as  Sturges ;  both  were 
republicans.  Cathey  was  removed,  as  has  always  been  understood,  at  the  request  of  the 
colored  population.  Sturges,  by  his  general  conduct  as  mayor,  seemed  to  regard  himself 
a^  the  peculiar  guardian  of  the  colored  population,  and  administered  the  duties  of  his 
office  apparently  in  their  interest  more  than  that  of  the  white  persons.  It  is  said  by  the 
citizeDs — I  do  not  know  the  fact  personally,  but  it  has  always  been  charged — that  he 
famished  the  negroes  with  arms ;  that  he  kept  a  quantity  of'  guns  and  ammimition  in 
his  store;  and  I  know  from  my  own  knowledge  that  very  soon  after  the  time  he  was 
mayor,  np  to  the  time  he  left,  there  was  a  use  of  fire-arms  at  night  about  the  town  that 
I  never  knew  before.  The  citizens  were  kept  constantly  uneasy  by  the  firing  of  guns 
ataight;  it  was  a  very  common  thing.  Sometimes  a  dozen  guns  would  be  fired  in 
rapid  succession.  The  firing  waa  located  to  a  great  extent  about  his  own  house  or  his 
hrothers  house,  where  lie  lived.  The  policemen  and  the  aldermen  were  appointed  by 
bim.  The  policemen  were  half,  or  more  than  half  of  them,  colored  men.  Well,  that 
thing  kept  the  citizens  uneasy.  After  ho  had  been  mayor  a  year<  perhaps,  more  or 
\f9&—l  cannot  recollect  precisely — a  man  came  there  by  tie  name  of  Price,  from  Sum- 
ter Connty,  Alabama.  He  came  there  and  commenced  teaching  school  among  the 
colored  people.  From  that  time  up  to  the  riot,  on  account  of  the  conduct  of  the  col- 
ored population,  and  the  influence,  as  it  was  charged,  (and  that  is  my  opinion,)  that 
wail  exerted  npon  the  people  by  Sturges  and  Price,  their  conduct  so  far  as  order  was 
eonctmed  was  very  much  changed.  On  the  4th  or  oth  of  last  month,  one  of  them, 
by  the  name  of  Clapton,  had  been  to  Jackson  to  see  Governor  Alcorn ;  I  do  not  know 
what  he  went  for,  but  soon  after  he  came  back,  they  called  a  meeting  in  the  court- 
boase.  I  was  not  present  at  the  meeting.  It  is  said  there  were  two  or  three  hundred 
IK-Rons  there.  Clopton,  another  colored  man  named  Warren  Tyler,  and  one  by  the 
name  of  Aaron  Moore,  made  speeches.  It  was  said  by  the  witnesses  in  court,  at  the 
trial  of  Clopton,  Tyler,  and  Moore,  that  their  speeches  were  of  an  incendiary  character; 
that  they  were  very  violent  and  abusive,  and  that  some  of  the  speakers  threatened  to 
bnm  the  town.  Th<^  meeting  adjourned  about  dark,  or  a  little  before,  and  about 
dark— it  may  have  been  a  little  after  dark — the  town  caught  fire.  I  reside  just 
outside  the  corporation,  and  I  did  not  come  into  town  until,  perhaps,  half  or  three- 
qnarters  of  an  hour  after  the  fire  began.  When  I  rode  into  town,  I  rode  down  to 
where  some  buildings  were  burning,  and  some  goods  were  being  taken  out  of  the  store 
of  a  yonng  man  named  Hurlbutt,  and  the  store  of  Theodore  Sturges,  a  brother  of 
William  Sturges.  While  standing  there  1  heard  some  one  cursing  behind  me,  say- 
in;;  he  would  haul  Sturges^s  goods  whether  he  cot  pay  or  not ;  that  if  they  wanted 
to  tight  he  was  ready  to  light;  that,  damn  it,  they  had  been  wanting  a  light  long 
*iiotigh.  I  turned  my  horse  around  and  looked.  It  was  this  colored  man  named  BiU 
C'lopton,  or  Bill  Dennis,  as  he  m  called  by  some  persons.  He  was  hauling  the  ^oods. 
Not  long  after  that  the  district  attorney,  Mr.  Walker,  came  to  me  while  I  was  sitting 
on  my  horse,  and  said  from  indications  he  had  observed,  and  from  the  conduct  of  the 
colored  population,  he  thought  there  was  danger  of  an  attack  that  night,  or  some 
tronble.  1  told  him  I  had  not  seen  anything  except  hearing  this  negro  make  that 
Tfniark.  There  was  nothing  monj  said  and  he  went  off.  About  an  hour  after  that^ 
when  the  fire  had  been  stopi)ed,  I  was  looking  down  the  street.  I  saw  the  flash  of  a 
pistol  three  times.  The  pistol  was  fired  off  about  a  hundred  yards  from  me  in  the 
street,  where  there  were  a  gi'eat  many  persons.  About  twenty  or  thirty  yards  from  it 
there  was  another  pistol  iired.  1  saw  a  negro  policeman  run  over  to  where  the  last 
pistol  was  tired,  and  presently  the  circuit  attorney,  Mr.  Walker,  came  by  where  I  was, 
awl  the  deputy  sheriff  was  with  him.  He  remarked  to  me,  "  I  told  you'that  1  thought 
there  wonld  be  a  disturbance  here  to-night,  and  I  believe  it  was  Clopton  who  fired  that 
pistol."  He  then  told  me  that  he  thought  so  from  the  fact  that  while  ho  was  standing. 
>n  the  street  with  the  deputy  sheriff,  Clopton  came  up  to  three  negroes  and  remarked 
to  them,  "  Come  and  get  your  guns ;  there  is  going  to  be  trouble  here  to-night ;  wo 
are  going  to  be  attacked."  The  freedmen  were  rather  slow  to  go,  and  he  urged  them 
to  go.  They  started  off  with  him,  and  the  deputy  sherifl',  as  he  said,  remarked  to  him 
that  there  was  one  of  those  negroes  whom  he  knew,  a  very  good  negro,  and  he  thonght 
•t  his  duty  to  call  him  back.  The  district  attorney  told  him  he  thought  so  too,  and  he 
called  him  back.    When  they  called  him  back  they  asked  him  what  Clopton  had  said 
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to  him.  He  said  that  Clopton  had  told  them  to  go  out  there  and  get  their  arms,  that 
they  were  goiug  to  be  attacked.  A  few  miiintes  after  that  I  went  home.  I  saw  noth- 
ing more  of  what  occurred.  1  learned  that  Clopton  was  aft-erward  knocked  down  by 
somebody,  and  was  under  arrest  in  the  hands  ot  the  sheriff  that  night.  Next  morning. 
Sunday  moruing,  I  came  to  town.  There  was  a  great  deal  of  excitement  in  town,  ami 
I  was  asked  by  some  citizens  to  write  an  affidavit  aud  have  Warren  Tyler  and  Aaron 
Moore  arrested  aud  prosecuted.  I  do  not  know  whether  they  asked  me  to  have  Cloji- 
ton  arrested  or  not.  A  man  by  the  name  of  Dunn,  who  heard  the  speeches,  came  to 
me  and  detailed  what  ho  heard  at  the  meeting.  Others  also  told  me,  aud  I  wrote  an 
affidavit  charging  them  with  incendiary  language  in  an  unlawful  assembly,  or  rather 
with  using  such  language  as  would  bring  about  a  riot  or  breach  of  the  peace. 

By  Mr.  Coburn  : 
Question.  On  what  dat«  did  you  charge  the  crime  as  having  been  committed f 
Answer,  The  4th  of  March. 
Question.  Saturday? 
Ansucer.  Yes,  sir. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  Were  they  arrested  on  your  affidavit  on  Sunday  t 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  do  not  think  they  were  arrested.  They  were  not  arrested,  in  fact, 
at  all,  only  constructively.  Moore  and  Tyler  were  only  constructively  arrested— never 
actually  arrested.  Clopton  had  been  put  under  actual  arrest  on  Saturday  night  aud 
kept  under  guard  by  the  sheriff  all  day  Sunday. 

Question.  Was  the  warrant  issued  for  Moore  and  Tyler  on  Sunday  t 

Answer.  Yes,  sir  ;  I  think  I  included  in  the  affidavit  all  three  of  them. 

Question.  And  the  warrant  issued  on  Sunday  ? 

Answei'.  Well,  I  gave  it  to  Dunn  or  to  the  justice  of  the  peace,  Judge  Bramlctte;  I 
cannot  say  whether  it  was  issued  on  Sanday  or  Monday. 

Question.  Do  you  know  whether  the  warrant  was  out  before  Monday,  or  whether  it 
wavS  out  on  Monday  morning  before  the  meeting  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know.  On  Monday  morning  there  was  a  notice  posted  around 
town  that  there  wouhl  be  a  meeting  of  citizens ;  and  when  the  citizens  met  and  the 
meeting  had  been  called  to  order,  there  was  a  committee  appoiut<?d  to  retire  and 
draft  resolutions,  expressing  the  feelings  of  the  meeting  with  reference  to  the  firr« 
and  the  condition  of  the  community  gcuerally.  I  was  on  that  committee  and  went 
out  with  it,  and  I  did  not  hear  what  took  place  in  the  meeting.  We  were  out  for  prob- 
ably an  hour.  I  cannot  now  recollect  what  the  resolutions  were,  except  that  they 
denounced  any  incendiary  or  violent  language  and  any  lawless  conduct,  aud  appointed 
a  committee  to  visit  Governor  Alcorn  and  ask  him  to  remove  this  man  Sturges  from 
office  and  give  us  a  better  man.  The  meeting  adjourned,  and  at  2  o'clock  Judge  Braui- 
lette,  who  was  a  justice  of  the  peace,  (he  was  called  judge  because  he  had  formerly 
been  a  probate  judge,)  opened  his  court  in  the  court-house,  and  Warren  Tyler,  William 
Clopton,  or  Dennis,  and  Aaron  Moore  w^ere  brought  in. 

Question.  Were  you  present  at  the  hearing? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir  j  I  represented  the  State  prosecutor.  The  district  attonicy  was  off 
attending  court.  I  read  the  affidavit  and  asKed  them  what  they  had  to  say.  Clopton 
said  that  if  it  referred  to  anything  he  did  on  Saturday  night,  he  was  drank  and  did  noi 
know  anything  he  did  on  1  he  Saturday  of  the  (ire.  Aaron  Moore  said  he  did  not  know 
he  had  done  anything  wrong.  Tyler  just  said,  I  believe,  that  he  was  not  guilty.  Tbe 
trial  had  progressed  about  an  hour.  I  had  examined  four  or  five  witnesses.  Mr.  James 
Brantley  was  called  as  a  witness.  Among  other  things  1  asked  him  what  he  had  heanl 
Tyler  say  on  that  day  with  refei-ence  to  the  meeting  that  was  held  in  the  court-hou>e. 
He  said  he  heard  Tyler  say  that  the  white  people  were  getting  seared,  or  something  of 
that  kind;  he  said  he  had  heard  Tyler  say  so  to  two  or  three  other  freedmen  in  hi'* 
presence;  and  I  think  he  said  that  he  told  him  it  wjis  not  so.  I  do  not  recollect  what 
he  84ud  exactly.  I  then  asked  the  defendant,  Tyler,  if  he  ha<l  any  question  to  ask  hiiu. 
and  I  think  he  asked  him  one  or  two  questions.  I  told  the  witness  to  take  his  seat. 
Tyler  asked  him  to  get  up,  and  then  he  turned  his  face  to  tlie  justice  of  the  x>eaoe  aud 
saidj  •'!  want  three  colored  men  summoned  to  impeach  your  testimony." 

Question.  Tyler  said  this  to  the  justice  of  the  peace  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  In  saying  it  he  looked  at  Brantley.  Brantles'  asked  him  what  ho 
said,  and  he  repeated  it.  Brantley  then  started  to  him  with  a  stick,  or  he  picked  up 
the  city  marshal's  stick,  which  was  lying  on  the  table  in  front  of  him,  and  started  to 
Tyler. 

By  Mr.  Coburn  : 
Question.  Describe  the  stick. 

Answer.  It  was  an  ordinary  walking-cane.  The  marshal  reached  up  and  cangbt 
Brantley.    The  marshal  was  sitting  on  my  left. 
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By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  Did  Brantley  start  as  if  to  strike  f 

Aufwer,  He  took  up  the  Mif-'l^  aud  started  to  him.  Tyler  was  as  far  off  as  from  here 
to  thatdoor,  (illustrating.)  The  marshal  reached  up  and  caught  Brantley  hy  the  ami. 
Tvier,  when  Brantley  started  to  him,  got  up  out  of  his  chair,  put  his  hand  round,  as  X 
I  bought,  to  draw  a  pistol ;  but  somebody  then  passed  between  me  and  Tyler,  and  I  did 
iiot  !see  him  any  more. 

Question.  From  the  manner  in  which  Brantley  took  up  the  stick  and  started  toward 
Tyler,  were  you  impressed  with  the  idea  that  he  intended  to  attack  him  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Vax  Trump  : 
Qneition.  State  in  feet  the  distance  that  Tyler  was  at  that  moment. 
Jiji^ifer.  About  twelve  feet. 

By  Mr.  Beck  : 

Qutstiott.  Tyler  was  twelve  feet  from  Brantley  when  the  marshal  laid  his  hand  on 
Brantley  and  stopped  him  f 

AnsicfT.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  So  that  Brantley  never  was  within  striking  distance  of  Tyler  ? 

AuswtT.  No.  sir. 

f/uesiion.  When  the  marshal  laid  his  hand  on  him  did  Brantley  cease  making  any 
f'Jort  to  get  closer  to  Tyler  T 

Jwicw.  The  marshal  took  hold  of  Brantley  and  stopped  him.  At  that  instant  a  pis- 
:••]  wa8  fired  from  about  the  door  leading  from  the  court-room  into  the  hall  which  led 
to  the  sheriiPs  office. 

By  Mr.  Van  Trump  : 

Question.  Wiis  that  the  direction  in  which  Tyler  was  when  you  last  saw  him  T 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  Instantly  there  were  from  twenty-five  to  tliirty  pistol-shots,  mostly 
in  my  rear.  The  crowd  was* behind  me,  except  the  officers  of  the  court  and  some  pef- 
-msto  ray  left.  I  stooped  down  in  front  of  my  seat  until  nearly  all  the  firing  was 
«'VtT.  I  then  went  out  into  the  hall  and  into  an  office  on  tlie  opposite  side  of  the  hall. 
When  the  firing  ceased  I  went  back  into  the  court-room.  Judge  Branilette  was  lying 
mar  the  seat  where  he  had  been  sitting ;  he  was  shot  in  the  left  temple  and  was  dead. 

Qufntion.  When  he  was  sitting  inhis  seat  was  his  left  temido  towiird  the  door  you 
have  (lescrilied  f 

J«»ifer.  Yes,  sir.  Clopton  was  limping  across  the  room,  apparently  injured  ;  and  in 
»h«-dcx>rof  the  sheriflf's  office— just  inside  the  door — a  negro  policeman,  named  Gus 
Konl,  was  lying  on  his  face,  almost  dead.  I  looked  out  from  the  sheriff's  office  and  saw 
iiUr^re  crowd  running  in  the  direction "  it  was  said  that  Warreu  Tyler  went.  I  saw 
ilif-m  collect  around  some  frame  buildings,  and  in  about  five  minutes  from  the  time  the 
'■•ifficulty  occurred  in  tlie  court-house,  I  heard  shooting  in  those  buildings.      A  portion 

f  The  crowd  came  back  to  the  court-house  very  soon  and  said  they  had  killed  Warren 
TyltT.  On  that  night,  between  12  and  2  oVIock,  I  heard  the  bells  ringing,  and  looking 
•nt  from  my  window  I  saw  a  house  on  fire  in  that  part  of  the  town  where  Aaron  Moore 
livrtl.  In  about  half  an  hour  afterward  I  saw  another  fire.  When  I  came  to  town 
uxt  morning,  I  discovered  that  the  buildings  which  had  been  burned  were  Aaron 
MfK)re'8  housc>  and  the  colored  Baptist  church.  I  also  learned  that  three  other  frecd- 
nuii  were  killed  during  the  night.  One  of  them  was  named  Isaac  Lee  ;  the  names  of 
ibt  others  I  cannot  recollect  now.  I  know  nothing  of  who  killed  them  or  anything 
3l»oiit  it,  excepting  I  was  told  they  were  taken  from  a  guard  that  was  left  around  them 
^•y  the  sherifl:'. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Qmiiion.  Is  that  the  fullest  account  you  can  give  of  the  origin  and  progress  of  that 
riot !  If  not,  state  anything  more  which  may  help  to  give  your  knowledge  of  the  affair. 

Annver.  That  is  the  outline  of  it,  so  far  as  I  recollect  now. 

Qiif*tion.  Was  Sturges  appointed  originally  under  the  reconstruction  acts  before  the 
^«i«I»tion  of  the  State  constitution  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  he  was  appointe<l  by  General  Ames. 

Question.  After  the  State  was  admitted,  did  he  hold  his  office  by  appointment  or  by 
"ief-tioD  t 

Aufnter.  By  api)ointment.  We  have  never  yet  had  an  election  for  city  officers  since 
the  reconstruction  acts  were  passed. 

Question.  Was  he  reappointed  by  Governor  Alcorn  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  He  held  his  office  at  that  time  by  virtue  of  that  appointment  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  You  say  there  was  a  division  of  sentiment  then  as  to  whether  Mayor  Star- 
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ged  exercifscd  IiiH  office  in  the  interest  of  the  colored  people.  On  which  side  of  tbLt 
question  did  j'ou  stand — for  or  against  tlie  mayor  f 

Answer.  I  thought  he  exercisea  the  office  in  favor  of  the  colored  people. 

Question.  You  took  gi'unnd  against  him,  so  far  as  that  question  was  concerned  ? 

Answer.  Yes, sir;  I  came  to  tuat  conclusion  from  what  I  had  seen  in  his  own conrt. 

Question.  You  have  stated  that  Price  came  from  Sumter  County,  Alabama,  to  teach 
a  colored  school  in  3Ieridian  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Qnefition.  And  the  next  sta^e  in  the  history  of  the  riot,  as  you  give  it,  relates  to  a 
meeting  called  on  Saturday,  tlie  4th  of  March  t 

Anmcer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  For  what  purpose  ? 

Ausiccr.  I  cannot  tell  for  what  purpose  the  meeting  was  called,  except  from  what  wa^* 
said  and  done.  It  seems,  £rom  the  testimony  of  the  witnesses  as  to  the  utterances  of 
the  speakers,  that  they  were  not  satisfied  with  the  administration  of  the  law  and  th*- 
manner  in  which  the  officers  discharged  their  duty,  and  were  disposed  to  take  the  law 
into  their  own  hands. 

Question.  Between  the  time  when  Price  came  to  teach  the  colored  school  and  th^ 
time  of  the  calling  of  the  meeting,  had  j'ou  no  knowledge  of  armed  men  coming  ovt-r 
from  Alahama  to  interfere  with  any  of  the  citizens  of  Meridian  ;  or  did  you  considn 
such  a  matter  as  having  nothing  to  do  with  the  origin  and  progress  of  that  riot? 

Aiistcer.  1  do  not  thinK  that  had  an^^hing  to  do  with  the  origin  and  progress  of  the 
riot.    I  will  tell  you,  however,  if  you  wish  it,  all  I  know  about  it. 

Question.  As  you  omitted  all  reference  to  it,  I  wanted  to  know  your  opinion  abont  it. 

Ansicei'.  1  do  not  think  the  coming  over  of  those  Alabama  men  had  anything  to  do 
with  the  breaking  out  of  this  riot — at  least  not  very  directly. 

Question.  What  did  those  men  come  for  f 

Ansicer.  A  deputy  sherifl',  a  negro,  came  over  to  Meridian  while  Price  was  there  and 
arrested  an(»tlier  negro  who  was  indicted  in  Alabama,  and  took  him  and  carried  bini 
back.  It  was  understood  there  that  that  was  quite  offensive  to  this  man  Price,  and 
that  the  negro  himself  was  objectionable  to  Price.  The  negro  lived  in  the  same  town 
Price  came  from.     I  do  not  recollect  the  negro's  name. 

Qtiestion.  Which  negro? 

Answer.  The  deputy  sheriff. 

By  Mr.  Van  Trump  : 

Question.  Was  his  name  Aaron  Kennard  ? 

Answer.  Yes;  Aaron  Kennard.  It  was  understood  that  he  was  a  democrat,  (I  do  not 
know  anything  about  it,)  and  that  he  and  Price  disliked  each  other  very  much,  or  at 
least  Price  disliked  him.  Some  time  after  that,  Aaron  Kennard  came  over  there  again 
— I  do  not  know  for  what.  He  was  spending  the  night  at  the  house  of  a  colored  nwn. 
and,  as  he  charged.  Price,  with  a  number  of  negroes,  disguised  themselves,  went  toth- 
house,  took  him  out  of  it  and  gave  him  a  very  severe  beating,  and  then  let  him  gt». 
The  next  morning  he  was  in  town  and  went  before  a  justice  of  tho  peace  and  made  an 
affidavit.  He  weiit  to  the  district  attorney,  I  think.  The  district  attorney  chanrtHl 
Price  with  going  in  disguise  to  this  man's  house,  taking  him  out  and  beating  him.  tl»' 
charge  was  made  under  a  statute  framed  especially  to  reach  the  Ku-KIux.  I  recollect 
now  that  the  district  attorney  showed  me  the  affidavit. 

Question.  And  that  was  in  the  affidavit  ? 

Ans^rer.  That  was  in  the  affidavit.  He  showed  me  the  affidavit  and  asked  if  I  thought 
that  was  sufficient  under  the  statute.  Price  was  arrested  and  taken  i>efore  Bramleti^-. 
a  justice  of  the  peace.  They  were  not  ready  for  trial,  and  he  gave  bond  for  his  ^*- 
l)earance  at  some  future  day — four  or  five  days  afterward.  On  that  day  a  number  <»f 
men  from  Alabnma  came  over  to  Meridian,  as  they  said,  to  see  that  Price  was  trietl. 
and  gave  as  a  reason  for  it  that  they  understood  Price  had  said  that  if  the  justice  <'t 
the  peace,  after  hearing  his  case,  committed  him,  he  intended  to  resist  and  make  tbt 
fight  right  there.    That  is  what  was  said. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  That  is  what  these  men  who  came  from  Alabama  said  that  Price  hail  said  * 
Answer.  Yes,  sir.  I  came  up  the  road  at  two  o'clock  to  the  hotel,  and  I  saw  two  oi 
three  men  there  with  guns.  I  went  out  to  my  residence  ;  and  when  I  came  back  t.» 
town  next  morning  I  understood  they  had  been  out  in  the  town  with  their  gnns  and 
had  walked  aliout  awhile.  I  think  they  were  persuaded  by  citizens  to  go  and  put  th»  .r 
guns  away.  It  was  charged  (I  know  nothing  of  this  matter)  that  they  also  arre-jitil 
a  negro,  or  it  may  be  two  negroes,  at  the  depot  where  they  got  off ;  and  it  was  *;iid 
they  arrested  them  because  they  recognized  them  as  negroes  who  were  charged  witii 
larceny  over  in  Sumter  County- ;  and  that  when  they  weut  away  they  took  the  negiyt^ 
with  tlieni.  Price  was  not  tried  that  day  ;  the  case  was  again  postiwncd  ;  and  Won 
or  about  the  time  he  was  to  bo  tried  I  understood  from  Mr.  Smith,  (who  has  been  tx- 
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aiiiined  here,  I  believe,)  that  he  and  the  Republicans  of  the  town  addressed  him  a 
v.te  aod  requested  him  to  leave  the  place,  and  that  this  met  with  the  approbation  of  the 
attorneys  who  were  defending  him,  and  the  witnesses  who  were  prosecuting  him. 

By  Mr.  Van  Trump: 

QuaticH.  Did  yon  nnderstand  that  these  republicans  who  nnit«d  with  Smith  were 
Tvhite  or  black  men  f 

Answer.  They  were  white  men.  Mr.  Smith  showed  me  the  paper,  but  did  not  read  it 
to  me.    He  said,  "  We  have  advised  him  to  leave  here. " 

By  the  Chairman: 
^neation.  Did  yon  sign  that  reqnest  f 
Jwrer.  No,  sir. 

QwstUm,  Were  yon  counsel  on  either  side  in  that  case  f 
Jiunrer.  No,  sir. 

{i»&itiou.  Yon  say  that  it  met  the  approbation  of  counsel  on  both  sides,  that  he 
.^boold  leave  f 
AnttKT,  Yes,  sir ;  and  ho  left.    That  is  all  I  know  about  the  Alabamians  coming 

OVfT. 

(^exthn.  Were  there  Alabamians  there  on  the  second  day  appointed  for  the  hearing  T 

iiinrfr.  I  do  not  recollect  there  being  any  Alabamians  there  on  that  day.  I  do  not 
kDow  whether  he  left  on  the  dav  appointed  for  the  hearing,  or  the  day  before. 

(/tmtiott.  Do  yon  know  whether  on  the  day  appointed  for  the  second  hearing  the 
prosecntor,  this' colored  deputy,  was  there  f 

Answer,  I  think  he  was  there. 

(^»e4tion.  Do  you  know  whether  he  was  accompanied  by  any  armed  men  f 

Anmctr.  No,  sir ;  I  have  no  recollection  now  of  any  armed  men  coming  there  in  con- 
ceinion  with  this  Price  affair  but  once ;  and  that  was  the  first  day  it  was  set  for  hear- 
ing after  he  was  arrested. 

{>9esti4m.  Had  this  meeting  called  on  Saturday  no  reference  whatever  to  the  alleged 
wTiiDgs  against  the  colored  men  by  persons  coming  from  Alabama  and  taking  away 
colomi  men  from  Meridian  ? 

Anmtr.  Not  that  I  know  of. 

(/ftestion.  What  was  that  meeting  called  for  f 

AnsvKT,  The  meeting  on  Saturday? 

{hie»tion.  Yes,  sir ;  what  was  it  called  to  protest  against  ? 

Ansittr,  I  have  no  means  of  knowing  what  it  was  called  for,  except  from  the  utter- 
ances of  the  speakers  at  the  meeting. 

{^tkm.  Did  you  hear  them  T 

Anwtr.  I  did  not  hear  them.  I  only  heard  the  witnesses  for  the  prosecution  testify 
a  to  what  they  heard. 

(;>«cstiM.  Did  the  speeches  have  no  reference  at  all  to  the  proceedings  by  those  Ala- 
bama men  f 

AHWfr,  They  may  in  the  testimony  have  said  something  in  reference  to  those  men 
lieing  taken  off.    I  do  not  recollect. 

Qaesiiau.  What  was  your  understanding  of  the  complaint  made  at  that  meeting? 

Answer,  My  miderstanding  from  the  utterances  of  the  speakers,  as  detailed  by  the 
witnesses,  was  that  they  were  dissatisfied  with  the  administration  of  the  laws,  and  the 
treatment  of  the  colored  people,  and  they  did  not  intend  to  submit  to  it  any  longer,  and 
ifit  were  continued  they  would  take  the  law  into  their  own  hands. 

{Hiestion,  "  Dissatisfied  with  the  administration  of  the  law  "  by  whom— not  by  Stur- 
gwf 

Answer.  No,  not  by  Stnrges. 

{husHon.  Then  by  whom  T 

Answer.  I  think  Uiat  one  person  they  complained  of  was  the  sheriff  of  that  county. 

(^ue9tUm.  What  did  they  complain  of  him  fort 

Answer.  I  have  understood  they  complained  of  him  because  he  did  not  give  enough 
"f  them  offices. 

(^e$Hon.  lliat  was  not  the  "  administration  of  the  law"? 

Answer.  When  I  say  **  the  administration  of  the  law  "  I  mean  the  conduct  of  the 
sheriff. 

Qneniion,  Of  what  officer  who  did  administer  the  law  did  they  complain  ?  Did  they 
complain  of  Jud^e  Bramlette? 

Answer.  Yes,  sur;  I  have  always  understood  it. 

QnestUm.  At  that  meetin|;  ? 

Aaswer.  There  was  no  witness  who  detailed  that  they  spoke  of  Judge  Bramlette  by 
ttame. 

^^nestUm.  Then  was  there  any  specific  complaint  of  inefficiency  in  the  administration 
"f  the  law,  or  want  of  protection  ?    If  so,  of  whom  did  they  complain,  as  you  under- 

-l^irer.  No  witnesses  stated,  according  to  my  recollection,  that  they  mentioned  the 
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naino  of  any  oflQcer ;  bnt  they  stated  that  the  colored  people  were  not  properly  treatiMl 
and  that  some  of  them  had  been  killed ;  and  Warren  Tyler,  I  think,  proposed  that 
they  act  like  the  Indians,  and  that  when  one  of  them  was  killed,  they  in  retaliation  go 
and  kill  two. 

Question.  Do  yon  know  to  what  killing  they  had  reference  ? 

Answer.  I  think  they  had  reference  to  the  killing  of  a  man  by  the  name  of  Williams. 

Question.  When  and  where  f 

Answer,  In  Lauderdale  County. 

Question.  How  long  before  f 

Anstcer.  Williams  was  killed  probably  some  six  months  before. 

Question.  By  open  violence  f 

Answer.  By  persons  in  disguise  at  night. 

Question.  Did  they  complain  that  nobody  had  been  arrested  for  that  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  that  they  complained  that  nobody  was  arrested  for  that ;  bnt 
that  was  one  of  the  things  mentioned  in  the  speeches  as  a  grievance. 

Question.  What  other  occurrence  was  referred  to  ? 

Answer.  I  think  they  had  reference  to  the  shooting  of  a  man  whose  name  I  do  not 
recollect,  near  Lauderdale  Springs,  and  the  woundiog  of  another  man  named  Keyser. 

Question.  Colored  men  t 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  By  open  violence,  or  by  disguised  men  f 

Answer.  I  think  by  disguised  men  also. 

Question.  How  long  before  did  that  occur  f 

Ansicer.  During  the  year  preceding ;  I  do  not  recollect  precisely. 

Question.  Were  any  other  specific  cases  referred  to  ? 

Answer.  None  that  I  recollect. 

Question,  And  according  to  your  information,  there  was  no  reference  whatever  to  the 
capture  of  these  negroes  by  the  men  from  Alabama? 

Avstver.  I  cannot  say  that  there  was  no  reference  to  that.  I  examined  seven  orci^jht 
witnesses;  but  of  course  I  cannot  recollect  anything  except  the  general  tenor  of  th'  ii 
testimony. 

By  Mr.  Stevenson  : 

Question.  That  was  on  the  trial  ? 

Anmrer,  Yes,  sir ;  that  is  where  I  got  my  information;  I  was  not  present  at  the 
meeting. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  According  to  the  information  derived  by  you,  in  your  position  as  one  of  th«* 
counsel  who  examined  into  this  afiair,  do  you  give  it  now  as  your  belief  that  the  mint- 
ing had  no  reference  to  the  acts  of  these  men  From  Alabama  in  carrying  off  negroes  f 

Ansicer,  Well,  I  cannot  say  that  it  had,  but  it  may  have  had.  I  cannot  tell  what  in- 
fluences were  brought  to  bear  on  the  negroes  or  what  influence  moved  them  to  call  th*- 
meeting. 

Question.  How  long  before  the  meeting  was  called  had  these  Alabama  men  been 
there — how  many  days  1 

Anmcer.  I  cannot  recollect ;  but  I  think  it  was  in  January  or  February  that  Price 
was  arrested.  This  meeting  was  in  March.  I  cannot  recollect,  but  think  it  wa^  a 
month  or  more  before. 

Question.  Had  there  not  been  a  visit  by  these  colored  men  to  the  governor  before  Sat- 
urday ? 

Answer.  Clopton,  or  Dennis,  returned  a  day  or  two  before  from  a  visit  to  the  gov- 
ernor. He  said  in  his  speech  that  he  ha<l  seen  Governor  Alcorn  and  had  got  no  ftati>- 
faction  from  him. 

Question.  Was  it  with  reference  to  these  offenses  against  colored  men  that  he  aske<I 
protection  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  what  were  the  grievances  he  made  known  to  Governor  Al- 
corn :  but  I  suppose  it  was  with  reference  to  the  condition  of  afiairs  generally,  as 
bearing  upon  the  negroes. 

Question.  Were  you  in  town  on  the  first  day  fixed  for  the  hearing  before  Judge  Bram- 
lette  f 

Ansteer.  1  was  in  town  at  2  o'clock  in  the  morning,  and  came  in  again  between  l^ 
and  10. 

Question.  I  am  speaking  of  the  day  fixed  for  the  hearing  of  the  charges  against  Pric*'- 

Ansicer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  was  tliere  on  that  day  ;  as  I  said  before,  I  came  up  the  road  at  '2 
o'clock,  got  otf  the  cars  at  the  depot,  and  I  saw  some  armed  men  there. 

Question.  How  many  f 

Answer.  I  saw  three  or  four. 

Question.  Did  you  talk  with  any  of  them  T 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  asked  the  clerk  of  the  hotel  what  that  meant.     He  said  they  were 
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men  from  Alabama,  Tvho  had  come  over  to  be  present  at  the  trial  of  Price,  as  he  un- 
derstood it. 

Question.  How  many  were  there,  on  that  day,  according  to  the  best  information  yon 
have  f 

Ans¥xr.  It  is  difficnlt  to  say. 

QueBtUm.  Were  there  not  forty  or  fifty  f 

Auiicer.  My  impression  is  that  there  were  aboat  a  dozen ;  in  that  I  may  be  very  wrong. 

Quatum.  According  to  your  information  was  it  on  that  day  that  the  colored  men 
vere  arrested  and  taken  back  t 

Jn^irer.  Yes,  sir;  thoy  arrested  one  or  more  colored  men  at  the  depot  when  they  got 
off,  and  took  them  back  with  them. 

QtusHon.  You  say  that  this  man  from  Alabama,  who  was  a  deputy  sheriff,  was  a  col- 
ored man,  and,  as  you  understaud,  a  democrat  ? 

Awwer.  I  mentioned  that  because  I  understood  that  was  the  reason  why  there  was 
snch  an  enmity  existing  between  him  and  Price,  and  the  reason  Price  whipped  him. 

QvaiioR,  Was  he,  according  to  your  knowledge,  actually  a  deputy  sheriff? 

Atuwer.  I  never  heard  it  contnuLicted,  but  have  frequently  heard  it  stated  that  it 
was  true. 

By  Mr.  Poland  : 
Q^estmi.  Was  he  a  deputy  sheriff  of  Alabama  f 
Angwer.  Yes,  sir. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Queititm.  By  what  legal  regulation  was  it  that  the  deputy  sheriff  of  a  county  in  Ala- 
1)aina  went  to  execute  process  in  the  State  of  Mississippi  f  Had  he  a  requisition  from 
the  governor  T 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  not  as  I  understand  it.    Of  course  there  was  no  legal  authority  for  it. 

Question,  Then  he  was  really  a  trespasser,  according  to  the  letter  of  the  law,  so  far  as 
that  matter  was  concerned  f 

Anmcer.  Looking  at  the  naked  letter  of  the  law,  I  suppose  he  would  be. 

Question.  Is  it  usual  at  all  in  your  county  for  deputy  sheiiffs  from  Alabama  to  come 
over  and  exercise  their  functions  in  Mississippi  ? 

Answer.  I  understand  that  the  thing  is  frequently  done. 

Question.  Have  you  known  it  to  be  done  in  Meridian  f 

Answer.  1  think  since  I  have  lived  there  it  has  been  done  once ;  but  I  cannot  recol- 
lect the  name  of  the  party. 

Question.  Do  yon  know  the  names  of  those  men  who  came  from  Alabama  f 

Answer.  In  that  Price  affair  f 

Question.  Yes,  sir. 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Do  you  know  who  any  of  them  were  t 

Answer,  There  was  one  man,  I  understood,  by  the  name  of  Heynolds;  and  it  is  said  he 
was  there  at  the  time  of  the  riot.  I  know  that  man  when  I  see  him,  but  have  only 
learned  his  name  since  the  thing  occurred. 

Question.  Do  you  know  who  any  of  the  others  were  T 

Answer.  No,  sir.  One  of  them  by  the  name  of  Murphy  was  charged  on  the  night  of 
the  riot  with  committing  rape  on  a  negro.  He  was  arrested,  put  in  jail,  tried  at  the 
nest  court,  and  sent  to  the  penitentiary,  where  he  now  is.  It  is  charged  that  he  camo 
tbere  that  night ;  but  whether  there  is  any  proof  of  it  I  do  not  know ;  nor  do  I  know 
it  haft  ever  been  proved  that  he  came  from  Alabama. 

Question.  Then  according  to  your  information  some  twelve  or  fifteen  men  came  with 
arms  from  Alabama  in  company  with  this  deputy  sheriff'  to  attend  this  hearing  ? 

Answer.  About  twelve.  That  is  my  opinion  ;  it  is  not  based  on  anything  very  cer- 
tain, because  I  have  no  means  of  knowing. 

Question.  Is  such  an  occurrence  usual  in.  the  administration  of  justice  in  Mississippi  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir,  it  is  not  usual ;  and  it  was  disapproved  by  all  good  citizens  of  the 
place. 

Question.  Were  any  of  those  men  arrested  for  inciting  to  riot,  or  endangering  the 
Iieace  of  the  citizens  of  Meridian  f 

Answer.  They  were  not. 

Question.  None  of  them? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

QuesHon.  Did  any  of  the  citizens  who  applied  to  you  as  counsel  for  the  arrest  f)f 
Tyler,  Clopton,  and  Moore,  make  any  application  to  have  these  armed  Alabamians 
arrested  for  endangering  the  peace  of  Meridian  f 

Answer,  Well,  I  cannot  recollect  now.  I  could  not  name  the  citizens  who  spoke  to 
me  about  it.    There  was  a  great  deal  of  excitement. 

Question.  Did  any  excitement  follow  the  visit  of  the  Alabamians? 

Answer.  There  was  a  great  deal  of  excitement  in  town  on  that  day,  and  a  great  deal 
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of  indignation  on  the  part  of  a  good  many  peaceable,  law-abiding  citizens  of  the  town 
that  those  men  should  come  there  with  guns  in  their  liands. 

Question,  Wore  they  understood  to  be  members  of  the  Kn-Klox  organization  f 

Answer.  I  cannot  say  about  that. 

Question,  You  have  stated  what  the  general  impression  was  about  a  great  many 
things ;  what  was  it  on  that  subject  f 

Ansirer.  Well,  I  do  not  know  of  anybody  who  understood  them  to  be  memben  of  the 
Kn-Klux  organization. 

Question.  What  is  your  own  belief  about  it  T 

Anstcer.  I  cannot  say  they  were  members  of  the  Kn-Klux  organization. 

Question,  Have  you  a  belief  on  that  subject  t 

Answer:  No,  sir,  I  cannot  say  that  I  have  a  belief. 

Question,  You  know  whether  you  do  or  do  not  think  that  they  were  members  of  that 
organization. 

Answer,  I  have  no  evidence  that  they  were. 

Question,  Have  yon  any  opinion  about  it  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir,  I  have  no  opinion  about  it. 

Question.  Have  yon  any  knowledge  of  the  existence  of  that  organization  there  f 

Answer.  No,  sir,  except  mere  hearsay. 

Question.  Wius  there  any  impression  on  either  side  as  to  those  men  being  Kn-Klnx? 

Anstcer,  The  colored  people  charged  that  they  were. 

Question,  The  charge  made  by  them  at  that  time  w<as,  that  these  men  who  came  from 
Alabama  were  members  of  the  same  disguised  organization  that  had  killed  William2>; 
was  not  that  their  charge  ? 

Answer,  Well,  they  charged  generally  that  these  men  were  Kn-Klux.  As  I  under- 
stood; the  colored  people  made  that  charge,  or  at  least  some  of  them  did. 

Question,  Had  the  charge  that  these  men  were  Ku-Klux  nothing  to  do  with  the  call- 
ing of  the  meeting  of  the  colored  people  on  Saturday  ? 

Ansiva-.  Not  that  I  know  of.  I  do  not  see  that  it  had  anything  to  do  with  it— at 
least  anything  directly -to  do  with  it. 

Question.  You  think  it  had  not  f 

Answer.  No,  sir;  I  do  not  know  that  it  had. 

By  Mr.  Poland  : 

Question.  Do  yuu  say  that  these  Alabama  men  took  two  colored  men  from  Meridian 
and  carried  them  back  with  them  T 

Answer,  Yes,  sir.  The  men  they  took  with  them  were  charged  with  having  commit- 
ted a  larceny  over  there.  I  said  one  or  two  men  were  taken  b:ick  ;  that  is  what  was 
•Haid— I  never  saw  it — that  they  did  arrest  one  or  two  men  and  take  them  back  to 
Alabama. 

Question,  You  suppose  that  to  be  true  f 

Answer,  *Ye8,  sir ;  I  suppose  so ;  I  have  heard  it. 

Question.  Do  you  understand  that  those  men  coming  from  Alabama  had,  or  professed 
to  have,  any  warrant  or  process  whatever  f 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  never  heard  that  they  had. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  Did  you  follow  that  affair  sufficiently  to  know  whether  there  was  actnaUy 
any  charge  agaiust  the  colored  men  for  larceny  ? 

Answer,  I  heard  the  question  asked  afterward ;  and  I  heard  that  they  were  charged 
with  having  committed  a  larceny.  I  cannot  say  who  stated  it — whether  I  saw  it  iu 
a  newspaper,  or  whether  it  was  stated  by  some  individual  from  Alabama. 

Question.  Were  they  ever  tried  t 

Answer.  I  do  not  know,  sir. 

Question.  How  far  is  the  county  town  of  Sumter  County  firom  Meridian  f 

Answer.  About  thirty -six  miles. 

Qncsiion.  There  is  railroad  communication  between  them  T 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  You  are  in  frequent  intercourse  with  the  members  of  the  bar  of  that 
county,  are  you  not  ? 

Answer.  I  am  with  one  or  two  of  them.  I  cannot  say  frequent,  but  occasional  inter- 
course. 

Question.  This  affair  having  occurred  and  occasioned  excitement  in  your  town,  did 
you  never  taka  interest  enough  to  inquire  whether  the  colored  men  thus  violently  car- 
ried off  had  been  tried  f 

Answer.  Well,  I  did  not  myself. 

Question.  Have  you  any  knowledge  bh  to  whether  they  have  been  tried  or  not  f 

Answer.  I  have  no  knowledge  about  it,  except  that  I  asked  the  question  of  somebody 
(I  cannot  state  whether  it  was  a  gentleman  from  Alabama,  or  who  it  was)  if  it  was 
1  rue  that  these  men  were  charged  with  larceny,  and  according  to  my  recollection,  the 
answer  was  made  that  it  was. 
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QvenHan.  When  you  say  "charged,"  do  you  mean  that  there  was  any  official  infor- 
nmtiou  made  against  them — an  affidavit  and  process;  or  do  you  mean  simply  tho 
charge  of  those  men  that  took  them  away  f 

Answer.  My  nnderstandiug  was  not  that  it  was  an  official  charge. 

Question,  You  understood  it  was  simply  a  charge  made  by  the  men  who  took  them 
away  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Queition.  You  did  not  mean  to  convey  the  idea  that  the  men  were  arrested  in  pursu- 
aDce  of  any  legal  proceeding  in  Alabama  f 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question,  That,  then,  was  another  unlawful  seizure  of  colored  men,  and  the  unlawful 
carrying  of  them  from  Mississippi  to  Alabama  f 

Annwer.  Yes,  sir ;  of  course,  as  a  naked  question  of  law,  it  would  bo  unlawful. 

Qaeithn.  And  the  colored  men  charged  that  that  was  done  by  the  Ku-Klux  f 

Jjinrcr.  Y'es,  sir. 

{hiestion.  And  that  occurred  not  more  than  a  week  or  ten  days  before  this  meeting  on 
Saturday  ? 

Antwer.  As  to  the  date  it  is  a  mere  matter  of  opinion ;  I  cannot  recollect.  It  was 
abont  a  month,  I  think. 

Quettiw,  Then  you  still  think,  although  the  other  occurrences  which  were  complained 
of  had  occurred  six  months  or  more  before,  that  this  affair  had  nothing  to  do  with  the 
calling  of  the  meeting  on  Satunlay  t 

Answer.  Well,  I  do  not  think  (I  may  be  mistaken)  that  the  witnesses  who  detailed 
▼hat  they  heard  the  speakers  say  said  that  that  was  any  part  of  their  grievances, 
thoQ^h  it  may  have  been,  and  the  witnesses  may  have  stated  so. 

By  Mr.  Coburn: 
Quaiion.  Were  any  of  these  Alabamians  at  that  fire  f 
Jii«r«r.  No,  sir,  not  that  I  know  of,  uuless  they  happened  to  be  in  town. 
Question.  Were  any  of  tUem  at  the  riot  ?    If  so,  tell  their  names. 
Augictr.  I  have  understood  that  a  number  of  them  came  on  Monday  night,  and  were 

then?  during  at  least  a  jiortion  of  the  night.    They  came  in  on  the  train  about  10 

o'clock  at  night,  and  left  at  2  o^clock  the  same  night ;  or  rather,  I  think,  the  train  left 

at  hiilf  past  two. 
Question.  Was  or  was  not  that  the  night  the  church  was  burned  t 
AMwer.  That  was  the  night  the  church  was  burned,  and  the  night  Aaron  Moore's 

boose  was  burned. 

By  Mr.  Beck  : 
Qtuxtion,  But  after  the  riot  was  over  f 
Jflflffr.  After  the  riot  was  over. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  The  fire,  you  say,  occurred  on  Saturday  night.  Abont  what  time  on  Satur- 
day night  was  the  alarm  given  ? 

Ansiter.  Well,  it  was  very  soon  after  dark. 

Quesiiott.  What  time  had  the  meeting  of  the  colored  people  on  Saturday  adjourned  f 

Answer.  From  all  the  information  I  have  it  was  about  sundown. 

Qsestion.  At  that  season  of  the  year  there  would  probably  be  an  hour  intervening  be- 
tween that  and  the  time  when  the  fire  occurred  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  about  an  hour. 

By  Mr.  Coburn  : 

Question.  I  wish  you  to  state  what  Alabamians  you  knew  to  be  in  town  on  Monday 
i^ight,  what  church  was  bunied,  what  church  was  offensive  or  not  offensive  to  tho  peo- 
ple of  that  town,  and  what  had  been  done  in  that  church. 

Answer.  I  have  stated  it  was  understood  there  were  some  Alabamians  in  town  that 
night.  The  colored  Baptist  church  w^as  burned  between  12  and  2  o'clock.  That  church 
lia<l  been  used  for  several  years,  I  think,  by  the  teachers  of  the  colored  schools. 

Question.  What  other  churches  are  there  in  town  f 

Answer.  About  seventy-five  or  one  hundred  yards  from  it  is  the  colored  Methodist 
rhurch.  That  has  been  used  all  the  time,  as  is  imderstood,  for  the  meeting  of  the 
Loyal  League  and  for  the  holding  of  the  colored  people's  political  meetings,  except 
this  one,  which  they  held  in  the  court-house. 

Question.  State  in  which  church  meetings  offensive  to  tho  peojile  of  Meridian  had 
been  held  I 

Answer,  They  were  held  in  the  colored  Methodist  church,  as  I  have  stated. 

Question.  Was  there  any  feeling  in  Meridian  against  the  colored  Baptist  church  f 

Answer.  I  never  heard  any  expressed. 

Question.  State,  if  you  feel  free  to  do  so,  who  you  think  burned  that  Baptist  church. 

Answer,  I  think  the  Baptist  church  waa  burned  by  those  men  who  came  over  from 
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Alabama,  or  by  men  who  were  not  acquainted  with  the  town,  or  the  feeling  of  the 
people  in  the  town. 

Question.  Why  do  you  say  that  t 

Answer,  I  say  that  because,  if  the  people  of  Meridian  had  been  disposed  to  bum  either 
church,  they  would  have  burned  the  Methodist  church. 

By  Mr.  Pool  : 

Question.  Wliat  became  of  those  two  negroes  who  were  taken  over  to  Alabama  T  Bid 
they  ever  get  back  t 

Answer.  I  do  not  know. 

Question.  Have  you  ever  heard  of  them  since  f 

Answer.  I  never  have  heard  of  them  since.  I  never  have  heard  anything  said  of 
them  except  what  I  have  stated. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  Where  did  the  fire  on  Saturday  evening  originate  f 

Ansicer.  From  what  I  saw  and  from  what  I  have  been  told,  it  originated  in  the  6«c- 
ond  story  of  Theodore  Sturges^s  store-room,  and  in  that  part  of  the  store  adjoining  the 
store  of  Hurlbutt  &  Brother. 

Question.  Was  it  an  accidental  fire,  or  was  there  a  charge  that  it  was  an  incendiarv 
firet 

Anstcer.  It  has  been  charged,  and  is  generally  believed  that  it  was  an  incendiary  fire. 

Question.  Was  Theodore  8turges  the  mayor  t 

Answer.  He  was  the  brother  of  William  Sturges,  the  mayor. 

Question.  You  say  it  was  believed  to  have  been  an  incendiary  fire  f 

Ansicer.  It  has  been  so  charged,  and  is  generally  believed. 

Question.  Has  it  been  the  subject  of  dispute  between  the  white  and  black  population 
as  to  how  the  fire  occurred  f 

Au steer.  I  cannot  say  about  that. 

Question.  Was  there  any  charge  against  anybody  specifically  for  causing  that  fireT 

Answer.  It  is  said  that  Clopton  on  the  night  of  the  fire  said  that  "  the  white  people 
had  set  the  town  on  fire,  and  now  the  town  might  bum  up." 

Question.  My  object  inputting  that  question  was  to  ascertain  whether  anybody  was 
arrested  for  causing  the  nre,  or  whether  the  hearing  which  came  oflf  on  Monday  was 
exclusively  upon  a  charge  of  uttering  in  the  meeting  of  the  Saturday  ni^ht  previous 
these  expressions  calculated  to  incite  to  riot  ? 

Answer.  Nobody  was  arrested  on  a  charge  of  setting  the  town  on  fire  ;  but  a  com- 
mittee was  appointed  on  Monday  to  investigate  that  subject ;  and  at  that  meeting,  or 
the  one  on  the  next  day,  a  committee  was  also  appointed  to  investigate  the  facts  in 
relation  to  the  burning  of  Aaron  Moore's  house  and  the  church ;  and  resolutions  were 
introduced  and  passed  condemning  the  burning  of  the  church,  and  of  Aaron  Moore's 
house.     . 

Question.  At  whose  instance  was  that  committee  raised  ? 

Anstcer.  At  the  instance  of  the  white  people  who  held  the  meeting.  I  believe  there 
were  some  colored  people  at  the  meeting ;  I  do  not  know. 

Question.  Did  that  committee  come  to  any  conclusion  charging  anybody  with  start- 
ing the  fire  of  Saturday  night  f 

Answer.  One  committee  man,  Mr.  Steel,  told  me  that  from  all  the  evidence  before 
the  committee  they  believed  the  house  was  set  on  fire. 

Question.  By  whom  ? 

Answer.  They  believed  it  was  set  on  fire  by  Sturges  himself. 

Question.  Did  they  so  report  f 

Answer.  No,  sir  ;  they  did  not  so  report.  They  reported  that  it  was  set  on  fire,  bnt 
they  did  not  state  by  wliom. 

Question.  Was  Sturges  anested  ? 

Answer.  He  had  gone.  That  committee  was  appointed  on  Monday,  and  reported  on 
Tuesday  or  W\»dnesday.  There  were  three  meetings  held — one  on  Monday,  one  on 
Tuesday,  and  one  on  Wednesday. 

Question.  Has  Sturges  ever  been  indicted? 

Ansicer.  No,  sir ;  not  to  my  knowledge. 

By  Mr.  Poland  : 
Question.  Which  Sturges  was  this  f 
Anstcer.  W^illiam  Sturges,  the  mayor. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question,  You  say  that  the  belief  was  that  it  was  set  on  fire  by  Sturges;  which  of 
themf 

Anstcer.  I  will  state  this  about  that :  it  is  the  general  belief  of  the  people  of  Meridian- 
it  was  at  the  time,  and  is  now,  so  far  as  I  know 
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By  Mr.  Ptx>L : 

Question,  Do  yon  mean  the  people,  white  and  black  f 

Amttxr,  No, sir;  I  do  not  include  the  black  people — that  that  house  was  set  on  fire, 
and  that  the  proprietors  of  it  had  knowledge  of  the  feet. 

Question.  Who  were  the  proprietors? 

Answer.  Well,  Theodore  Sturges.  William  Sturges  was  generally  regarded  as  one  of 
the  proprietors,  though  he  acted  as  clerk. 

Question,  Was  it  insured  ? 

Anmcer.  Yes,  sir. 

Qneation,  Were  the  goods  insured  for  more  than  their  value  f 

Anstcer,  It  is  said  they  were  insured  to  their  full  value,  and  probably  a  little  more— 
to  their  full  value  at  least.  I  have  always  understood  that  the  house  and  goods  were 
insured,  (of  course  I  cannot  be  certain  about  that,)  for  about  $10,000,  perhaps  $11,000; 
and  I  have  heard  a  good  many  citizens  say  that  they  did  not  think  the  house  and  stock 
were  worth  more  than  $8,000  at  the  highest. 

Question,  Did  others  put  it  up  at  the  full  valuation  t 

Ansneer,  I  have  never  heard  any  body,  put  it  up  to  its  full  valuation. 

Question.  Has  the  insurance  company  contested  the  liability  f 

Answer,  I  have  understoo<l  that  they  have  not  paid  it. 

Question,  When  you  heard  this  man  Dennis  speaking  about  hauling  the  goods  of 
Stints,  did  you  attach  any  significance  to  that  as  connected  with  this  not,  or  with  the 
origin  of  the  fire  f 

Arnncer,  I  thought  it  was  a  very  unusual  remark. 

Question,  Did  it  show  anything  more  than  his  friendship  for  Sturges  t 

Anstcer.  His  remark  that  he  was  ready  for  the  tight  if  they  wanted  to  fight,  made,  of 
course,  an  impression  upon  my  mind. 

Qufstion.  I  thought  it  was  the  other  part  of  the  remark  that  you  attached  importance 
t(>— the  remark  that  he  would  haul  away  the  goods,  even  if  he  did  not  get  pay  for  it? 

Aumer,  That  remark  of  itself  would  not  have  attracted  my  attention  ijarticularly. 

Question.  Were  the  goods  saved  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  suppose  they  were. 

Question.  They  were  not  burned  then  ? 

Ansteer.  A  xK>rtion  of  them  was  saved — a  portion  of  the  stock  of  Sturges  and  Hurl- 
batt. 

Question,  Recurring  to  the  subject  of  the  trial,  I  have  understood  you  to  say  that 
when  this  difBculty  in  the  coun>house  originated,  you  were  acting  as  counsel  for  the 
prosecation  ?  How  far  was  Tyler  from  you  at  the  time  when  Brantley  started  toward 
nim  with  the  cane  t 

AnswiT,  Well,  he  was  about  eight  or  ten  feet. 

Question.  Was  anybody  between  you  and  him  f 

Answer.  At  the  time  he  started  there  was  not. 

Question.  You  saw  him  reach  to  his  pocket  as  if  for  a  pistol  when  Brantley  started 
towanl  him  ? 

AnsKer.  Yes,  sir. 

QuesUon.  And  immediately  after  the  shot  was  fired,  were  you  in  such  a  position  as 
to  see  whether  Tyler  fired  that  shot  or  not  t 

Anmtr.  No,  sir ;  a  gentleman  by  the  name  of  Shedd  was  sitting  on  my  right;  he 
stepped  for^vard  to  catch  Brantley  and  assist  the  marshal;  and  he  passed  between  me 
awl  Tyler.  I  do  not  know  that  I  would  have  seen  Tyler  at  any  rate ;  my  attention 
may  have  been  attracted  to  Brantley  and  the  marshal. 

Question.  Yon  said  yon  saw  the  shot  fired  from  the  direction  of  the  door  leading  to 
the  sheritTs  office ;  how  far  was  that  door  from  where  Tyler  was  t 

Answer.  About  ten  or  twelve  feet  from  Tyler. 

Question.  And  in  the  same  direction  that  Tyler  was  from  you,  but  ten  or  twelve  feet 
further  away  t 

Awncer.  It  was  further  away.  Tyler  was  not  exactly  on  a  line  between  me  and  the 
door. 

Quesiion.  When  you  say  that  the  shot  came  from  the  direction  of  the  door,  do  you 
BU'an  to  convey  the  impression  that  Tyler  fired  that  shot  ? 

^n«irer.  That  is  what  I  think. 

Question.  UsA  the  marshal  got  hold  of  him? 

Answer.  The  marshal  had  hold  of  Brantley,  the  witness. 

Question.  Had  any  one  seized  hold  of  Tyler? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Were  you  not  in  such  a  position  that  after  seeing  Tylet  put  his  hand  in  his 
pooket  OS  if  for  a  pistol,  if  he  had  raised  his  ai*m  to  shoot,  you  would  have  seen  him  ? 

Anstcer.  If  this  gentleman  ha<l  not  passed  between  him  and  me,  and  I  had  kept  my 
^yes  in  that  dii-ection,  I  would  have  seen  him ;  but  the  catching  hold  of  the  witness 
%  the  marshal  near  to  me  attracted  my  attention  as  well  as  the  movement  of  Tyler ; 
and  as  I  have  said,  immediately  after  the  marshal  caught  hold  of  the  witness,  a  gen- 
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tleman  by  the  name  of  Sbedd  passed  between  me  and  Tyler  to  catch  hold  of  the  wit- 
ness also ;  and  he  did  it. 

Question,  Just  then  yon  heard  the  shot  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  In  passing  between  yoi^  and  the  witness,  did  Shedd  also  pass  between  yoa 
and  Tyler  f 

Ansicer.  I  meant  to  say  that  he  passed  between  me  and  Tyler. 

Question,  The  witness  was  beyond  Tyler  ? 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  the  witness  was  to  my  left,  and  Tyler  was  in  front,  a  little  to  my 
ri^ht. 

By  Mr.  Coburn  : 

Question,  Where  was  the  justice  of  the  peace  f 

Answer,  Almost  directly  in  front  of  me. 

Question,  How  far  jfrom  you  t 

Aitswer,  About  eight  feet. 

Question,  An  indiscriminate  firing  followed  the  first  shot  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  You  say  that  after  that  occurrence  three  colored  men  were  arrested  and 
put  in  the  custody  of  the  sheriif  and  his  officers.    What  were  they  arrested  for? 

Ansicer,  I  do  not  know.  I  understood  that  the  sherifi'  issued  an  order  to  have  arms 
taken  away  from  all  persons ;  why  these  three  colored  men  were  arrested  I  do  not 
know. 

Question.  Those  three  men  who  were  arrested  were  all  killed,  were  they  not  f 

Amrwer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  They  were  placed  in  the  charge  of  the  sheriff  and  his  deputies  ? 

Anstver.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  It  was  known  who  those  deputies  were  f 

Ansicer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Was  any  inquiry  made  as  to  how  and  by  whom  those  three  colored  men 
were  gotten  out  of  the  custody  of  the  officers  aud  killed  f 

Ansicer.  The  whole  matter  of  the  riot,  and  everything  in  connection  with  it,  was 

•  investigated  by  the  circuit  judge  of  the  district,  Judge  Leachman,  immediately  after 

the  riot,  upon  the  special  request,  as  I  underetood,  of  Governor  Alcorn,  who  sent  over 

an  attorney  to  represent  the  State ;  and  the  circuit  attorney  assisted  him  in  doing  so. 

The  whole  matter  was  investigated. 

Question.  Yon  mean  the  whole  matter  of  the  riot  occurring  on  Monday  afternoon ;  bnt 
did  that  investigation  include  the  inquiry  as  to  how  those  three  colored  men  had  been 
killed? 

Anstcer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Did  the  investigation  disclose  who  had  killed  them  f 

Anstcer.  No,  sir ;  I  think  not. 

Question,  What  account  did  the  deputies  give  as  to  the  manner  in  which  the  men  had 
got  out  of  their  custody  f 

Answer,  I  think,  from  reading  the  testimony,  that  the  deputy  stated  that  he  left 
them  in  the  hands  of  some  persons,  as  a  guard ;  and  I  think  that  guard  stated  that 
they  left  them  in  the  hands  of  some  other  i>ersons ;  I  do  not  recollect. 

Question,  Did  it  appear  in  the  investigation  who  actually  took  them  out  of  the  custody 
of  the  officers,  whoever  the  officers  may  have  been  ? 

Aiisicer.  I  think  it  appeared  that  they  were  taken  out  of  the  hands  of  those  who  had 
them  in  charge  by  some  x>er8ous  unknown ;  but  I  do  not  recollect  who  it  was  that  had 
them. 

Question,  Were  those  unknown  persons  any  of  these  Alabamians  who  came  in  onMon- 
day  night? 

Ansicer.  They  were  unknown  persons ;  I  cannot  say  they  were  Alabamians. 

Question,  You  do  not  know  who  they  were  f 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question,  You  had  no  knowledge  of  who  they  were  f 

Ansicer.  No,  sir. 

Question,  With  which  party  do  you  act  there  t 

Answer.  When  I  vote,  I  act  with  the  democratic  party. 

Question.  Were  the>se  men,  who  called  upon  you  to  prosecut«  the  negroes  for  the 
meeting  held  on  Saturday,  members  of  that  party,  or  were  any  republicans  ? 

Answer,  I  do  not  think  any  of  them  were  republicans ;  I  think  they  were  all  demo- 
crats. 

Question.  Did  this  question  assume  a  political  aspect  and  arouse  heat  as  a  party 
question  ? 

Anstcer.  I  cannot  say  that  it  assumed  a  party  aspect.  There  was  a  great  deal  of 
excitement,  and  it  is  generally  believtHl  that  it  was  brought  about  by  the  conduct  of 
Sturges  and  Price. 
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Question.  Altogether  t 
Jngwer.  Yes,  sir,  altogether. 

By  Mr.  Pool: 
Queatum,  When  you  say  "  generally  believed,"  do  you  mean  believed  by  both  whites 
and  blacks  t  *  •  • 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  do  not  speak  with  reference  to  the  blacks. 
Quaiion.  Do  you  mean  believt-d  by  the  democrats  ? 
Answer.  By  the  white  people  generally;  I  do  not  know  that  they  are  all  democrats. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Queation.  Is  there  any  public  sentiment  on  the  subject  among  the  blacks  there  ? 

Answer.  Well,  from  my  understanding,  some  of  the  colored  people  think  that  Clop- 
ton  and  Tyler  were  very  bad  negroes,  and  they  condemn  their  conduct  at  the  riot  and 
preceding  the  riot. 

Question.  Did  any  portion  of  the  population  of  that  town  justify  the  conduct  of  those 
men  in  coming  over  from  Alabama  f 

Answer.  Well,  sir,  I  have  never  heard  a  single  man  in  the  town  justify  it.  There 
may  be  men  who  justify  it,  but  I  have  never  heard  them. 

tjuegtion.  Did  you  hear  any  of  them  excuse  it  f  » 

Answer.  Well,  I  may  have  heard  some  men  rather  excuse  it. 

Question.  On  what  ground  f 

Answer.  Well,  I  do  not  know  that  I  can  state  the  ground — only  this :  they  under- 
stood that  Price  had  stated  to  his  attorneys  that  if,  at  the  examination,  he  was  held 
to  bail,  he  would  resist,  and  I  think  it  was  generally  underetood,  where  he  came  from, 
that  he  was  rather  a  brave,  determined  man.  That  is  the  only  reason  I  have  heard 
given  for  it. 

QtttsiloH.  Then  the  original  mistake  was  when  counsel  on  both  sides  consented  that 
a  man  charged  with  a  criminal  oft'ense  should  run  away  from  investigation,  instead 
of  retaining  him  and  giving  him  justice,  whether  he  was  guilty  or  innocent  f 

Anwser.  I  did  not  state  that  it  was  a  mistake. 

QHtstioH.  Was  not  that  the  beginning  of  the  mistake,  so  far  as  the  legal  proceedings 
were  concerned  ? 

Answer.  Of  course  it  was  the  duty  of  the  State  to  prosecute  the  man  ;  but  I  under- 
stood the  republicans  themselves  brought  that  thing  about. 

Question.  1  understood  you  to  say  that  both  parties,  the  counsel  for  Price  and  also 
the  prosecuting  officers,  concurred  in  advising  him  to  leave  t 

Answer.  I  understood  that  they  consented  to  it,  after  the  republicans  advised  it. 

Question.  AVhenever  it  may  have  been,  there  was  consent  given  f 

Ansirer.  Yes,  sir ;  they  thought  it  best  for  the  community,  for  fear  of  a  difficulty. 

By  Mr.  Poland  : 

Question.  You  say  that  aft<5r  Sturges  became  mayor  and  Price  came  there,  the  negroes 
Iwhaved  badly  ;  what  did  they  doT 

Anmer.  Well,  as  I  said  before,  I  do  not  think  there  was  a  night  passed  that  they 
veto  not  firing  guns  all  night  at  intervals. 

Question.  Did  they  shoot  anybody  ? 

Ansicer.  I  have  not  heard  of  anybody  being  shot,  except  one  or  two  men  who  were 
shot  on  the  night  of  the  fire,  as  they  were  going  to  the  fire. 

Qnestion.  Did  anybody  apprehend  that  there  was  any  design  on  the  part  of  the  ne- 
pT<»«j  to  kill  anybody  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Was  there  any  attack  by  them  on  anybody  ? 

Answer.  There  was  a  good  deal  of  uneasiness  expressed  on  account  of  the  firing  of 
gnns  every  night  and  the  general  demeanor  of  the  negroes. 

Question.  I  want  to  get  at  something  specific. 

Answer.  I  will  state  one  specific  act.  They  collected  together  one  night  armed  (so  it 
in  said ;  I  did  not  see  them)  and  went  to  the  house  of  one  of  the  citizens,  collected  round 
his  house,  shouted,  hallooed,  and  sang  some  very  obnoxious  songs ;  I  do  not  recollect 
^vhat  thev  wen^ 

Question.  "  Old  John  Brown  f  " 

Answer.  Well,  sir,  I  do  not  recollect  the  songs.  Their  general  conduct  in  marching 
through  the  streets  that  night  alarmed  some  other  citizens  whom  I  have  heard  speak 
of  it. 

Question.  On  any  occasion  did  they  ever  show  any  desire  or  disposition  to  hann  any- 
body ? 

Answer.  Of  course  I  can  only  give  my  opinion  about  it.  My  opinion  is  that  the  negro 
I^ipalation,  if  left  alone,  with  no  improper  influences  brought  to  bear  ui)on  them,  are  a 
very  hannless  and  a  very  quiet  race  of  people.  But  when  improper  influence  is  brought 
to  bear  upon  them,  when  bad  men  exert  a  bad  influence  upon  them,  they  can  be  made 
of  course  to  do  unlawful  things. 
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Question.  Did  tbey  ever  in  any  instance  make  any  attack  upon  any  one,  or  endeavor 
to  do  any  person  any  harm  or  injury  T 

Jiiatccr.  Since  you  have  mentioned  that,  it  brings  to  my  mind  one  case  of  that  kind. 

Question.  Let  us  have  the  exact  facts. 

Answer.  Some  time  before  the  iire  two  young  men,  Hodges  and  \yilliam8,  were  walk- 
ing along.    This  is  all  hearsay.       • 

Qiiestion,  It  is  something  that  you  ])elieve  t.o  be  true  t 

Ansioer.  I  have  never  heard  it  contradicted.  They  were  walking  through  a  portion 
of  the  town  where  the  colored  people  live. 

Question.  These  were  white  men  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  Some  of  the  colored  people  ran  out  and  arrested  them,  being  them- 
selves aimed,  (and  I  have  understood  that  this  uiau  Tyler  was  among  them,)  and  threat- 
ened to  kill  them,  charging  them  with  being  Ku-Klnx  ;  and  they  would  have  done  it, 
had  not  an  old  negro  come  up  and  interfered  and  begged  them  todcvsist,  and  told  thc*o 
young  men  to  run.    They  ran,  and  the  negroes  fired  at  them,  I  think,  as  they  ran. 

Question,  They  were  not  hurt  ?  • 

Anstoer.  No,  sir.  They  were  walking  along  the  public  street  at  the  time,  as  I  under- 
stood. 

Question.  Was  anybody  ever  prosecuted  for  this  attack  upon  Hodges  and  Williams  f 

Anstver.  No,  sir  j  nobody  wa* prosecuted  for  that. 

Question.  Did  these  young  men  ever  make  any  complaint  to  anybody  ? 

Answer.  They  told  it;  everybody  in  town  heard  of  it,  I  suppose. 

Question.  Do  you  mean  to  say  to  this  committee  that  when  a  parcel  of  negroes  set 
upon  two  white  men  and  undertake  to  take  their  lives  by  tiring  upon  them,  such  an 
occuiTence  can  pass  by  in  your  town  without  being  prosecuted  ? 

Anstver.  Well,  there  were  some  reasons  which  I  do  not  know  for  their  not  being 
prosecuted. 

Question.  You  have  told  us  that  everything  is  peaceable  and  quiet  in  your  communitv ; 
that  the  laws  can  be  executed  there,  and  are  executed.  Do  you  mean  to  say  that  if  a 
band  of  negroes  made  au  assault  and  undertook  to  take  the  lives  of  two  white  men,  no 
atteotion  would  be  paid  to  it,  and  no  legal  proceedings  be  instituted  ? 

Anstrer.  None  were  taken  in  that  case. 

Question.  State  whether  yon  believe  such  a  thing  could  be  ? 

Ansicer.  I  do  not  know  whether  it  was  so  or  not. 

Question.  Do  you  believe  the  main  fact  to  have  been  true — that  the  negroes  under- 
took to  take  the  lives  of  those  two  men  and  fired  upon  them? 

Answer.  The  young  men  were  told  to  run  ;  they  were  tired  upon  after  they  started. 
I  do  not  know  whether  the  negroes  iittempted  to  kill  them  or  not. 

Question.  Do  you  believe  that  those  two  white  men,  or  any  other  two  white  men, 
would  allow  auy  such  thing  as  that  to  i)ass  without  being  pros(!Cuted  f 

Anstver.  I  will  state  what  I  have  undei-stood  in  reference  to  that  matter.  Sturges  was 
mayor,  and  one  of  tlie  young  men  was  clerk  in  the  hoximi  adjoining  him  with  a  young 
man  who  was  a  relative  of  Sturges ;  and  I  think  that  the  matter  was  smothered  up  for 
reasons  I  do  not  altogether  know. 

Question.  Would  there  have  been  any  difficulty  in  your  town  or  county  in  prosecut- 
ing and  punishing  a  negro  for  au  assault  with  intent  to  kill  ? 

Answei'.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Do  you  believe  it  to  be  true  that  two  white  men  were  assaulted  by  a  ban<l 
of  negroes,  and  an  attempt  made  to  take  their  lives,  and  yet  that  they  made  no  move- 
ment for  a  prosecution  ? 

Anstver.  I  suppose  the  main  fact  was  true;  whether  all  the  facts  detailed  were  tnic 
or  not  I  do  not  pretend  to  know. 

Question.  Conceding  the  account  to  be  true  that  there  was  an  assault  on  these  men, 
an  attempt  to  take  their  lives,  how  did  it  happen  tliat  no  x>roceeding8  were  taken  to 
redress  the  matter  by  law  ? 

Anmver.  Well,  1  gave  you  the  reason,  as  I  understood,  why  it  was  not  done. 

Question.  But  it  is  a  very  flimsy  reason. 

Answer.  That  is  the  reason  as  I  understood  it;  I  do  not  know  whether  it  is  a  good 
one  or  not. 

By  Mr.  Van  Trump  : 

Question.  What  was  the  reason  you  gave  ? 

Answer.  One  of  the  young  men,  Hodges,  was  in  the  employ  of  young  Hurlbutt  in  the 
house  next  door  to  Sturges,  and  his  emi)loyer  was  Sturges's  relative.  Hodges  and  Williin** 
were  together;  and  I  understood  at  the  time  that  the  matter  was  suppressed  without 
a  prosecution  for  some  reason  ;  I  did  not  exactly  know  what  the  reason  was;  I  never 
inquired  into  it  particularly. 

By  Mr.  Poland  : 

Question.  This  matter  was  publicly  known,  was  it  T 
Answer.  Yes,  sir. 
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Qncfition.  You  are  a  lawyer  and  live  in  a  community  wbere  tliis  assault  was  com- 
Diitttcl,  this  attempt  to  take  the  lives  of  two  men,  and  yet  you  did  not  do  anything 
about  it  ? 

J H«if cr.  Well,  it  was  no  particular  concern  of  mine. 

QucvtioH.  Whether  the  men  were  killed  or  not  f 

Jiiittcer.  Of  course  I  am  concerned  as  a  citizen  of' the  community;  hut  I  suppose  it 
wa.-*  the  business  of  the  mayor,  the  men  who  were  officers,  to  have  that  matter  investi- 
gated, and  not  the  husiness  of  private  citizens. 

By  Mr.  Pool  : 

QvestUm.  What  was  it  alleged  these  young  men  were  doing,  or  had  done,  to  provoke 
thiB  assault  ? 

J?i«rer.  I  understood  they  were  walking  along  the  street  in  that  part  of  the  town 
\rhtre  the  colored  people  live. 

QutHtion.  And  were  doing  nothing  at  all — had  done  nothing  t 

Awticer,  I  understood  they  .were  just  simply  walking  along  the  street.  All  I  have 
stated  about  that  matter  is  he^drsay. 

By  Mr.  Beck  : 

QueMion,  Yon  stated,  as  I  understood,  that  your  community  was  not  disturbed  by  any 
bad  JDfluences — that  your  white  and  black  people  *got  alufig  very  harmoniously 
toj^ether  f 

Jnssvtr.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Did  I  understand  you  to  say  that  there  is  no  had  feeling  between  the  great 
mass  of  the  races  f 

AtiMcer.  None  at  all  in  our  community,  unless  improper  influences  are  brought  to  bear 
on  the  colored  population. 

Que9tion.  State,  as  specifically  as  you  can,  what  manner  of  man  Stiirges,  the  mayor, 
"R^aN:  whether  or  not  oven  the  republicans  themselves  had  not  applied  for  his  removal, 
hfcause  of  his  bad  influence  on  the  colored  people.  Give  us  his  general  character  as 
a  piejierver  of  the  peace,  and  also  state  whether  there  was  any  application  by  republi- 
cans for  his  removal,  and  if  so,  for  what  cause. 

Anitwer.  His  general  character  as  a  man  was  bad.  I  understood  before  he  left  there 
that  gome  of  the  republicans  hjid  made  ap])lication,  or  intended  making  apxdieation,  to 
have  him  removed  and  some  other  person  appointed  in  his  place. 

Queslion.  State  whether  it  was  his  duty,  by  law,  to  prevent  the  indiscriminate  shoot- 
ing; of  fire-arms  about  on  the  streets,  and  whether  he  carried  out  that  law  so  far  as  the 
nejH'oe.s  were  concerned. 

Amncer.  There  was  an  onlinance  of  the  town  against  it,  and  there  was  a  standing 
complaint  in  reference  to  it.  But  the  ordinance  was  never  executed,  and  the  firing 
continued  up  to  the  tinier  ho  left  the  place. 

Q^uention,  Was  it  the  duty  of  the  mayor  to  see  that  the  ordinance  was  enforced? 

Annirer.  Yes,  sir ;  it  is  generally  understood  that  that  is  the  duty  of  such  oflicers. 

(^tion.  Wiis  it  regarded  as  i)art  of  Stnrges's  object  to  keep  onsuch  terms  with  the 
colored  men  that  he  could  control  them  in  his  own  interest  for  his  own  reelection — to 
keep  bim  in  his  place  ? 

J«*irer.  Yes,  sir ;  it  was  generally  understood  and  believed  that  his  object  was  to 
inKraliate  himself  with  the  colored  people  and  get  their  votes  and  their  influence. 

\hie9tion.  W^as  it  supposed  to  be  for  that  reason  that  he  winked  at  their  illegal  acts — 
tlurir  shcKiting  and  general  misconduct  ? 

Jn«c<T.  Yes,  sir.    About  one-half  of  his  policemen  were  colored  men. 

Question,  How  long  had  that  man  Price  been  in  Meridian  before  the  time  of  the 
riot? 

Jiwtrer.  I  think  he  had  been  there  about  six  months. 

{hmlion.  Do  you  know  whether  he  was  aspiring  for  public  position  and  expecting  to 
pet  the  negro  votci  ? 

Anmrer.  He  was  a  very  influential  man  among  the  negroes,  and  ho  was  never  known 
to  associate  with  anybody  else.  It  is  said  he  was  never  seen  upon  the  streets  except  in 
company  with  a  negro.  I  never  saw  him  upon  the  streets  without  his  having  a  negro 
in  company  with  him.  I  never  saw  him  but  two  or  three  times  during  the  whole  time 
he  was  there. 

Que^Hott.  Was  it  said  that  he  was  aspiring  for  political  jiosition  ? 

Anmcer.  Yes,  sir. 

Qaestion.  Do  you  know  anythiug  about  his  inducing  a  number  of  negroes  to  come 
th<re  for  any  political  purpose  I 

An»icer.  It  is  said  he  brought  a  considerable  number  of  negroes  there  from  Sumter 
County,  Alabama,  and  was  active  in  getting  them  X)laces  on  farms  and  inducing  them 
to  come  to  the  city. 

Question.  Was  his  purpose  in  so  doing  ever  indicated ;  I  mean  any  personal  purpose 
of  bis  own  f 
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Anmrer.  I  do  not  know  of  any  particular  act  that  he  did.  We  have  never  had  an 
election  there  since  the  reconstruction  acts  were  passed ;  I  mean  any  city  election. 

Question.  Do  you  know  whether  Price  and  the  negro  man,  Aaron  Kenuurd,  whom  you 
have  spoken  of,"  had  been  members  of  the  same  Loyal  League  in  Alabama  T 

Answer,  I  understood  they  had  been  at  one  time. 

Question.  State  what  wjis  the  cause  of  the  misunderstanding  between  them,  as  you 
beard  it. 

An»ic€r.  I  never  heard  it.    I  do  not  know  the  cause ;  I  never  heard  of  any  cause, 

QuestUm.  Did  you  never  hear  of  any  quarrel  between  them  while  membero  of  the 
same  league  in  Alabama  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir  ;  I  have  understood  that  Price  disliked  Aaron  Eennard  very  mncli, 
because  ho  belonged  to  a  difi'erent  political  party  ;  but  what  caused  the  rapture  I  do 
not  know. 

Question.  How  many  men  went  with  Price  in  disguise  at  the  time  Aaron  Eennard 
"was  whipp<Hl  f 

Ansicer.  1  have  understood  that  there  were  half  a  dozc^  or  more. 

Question.  Disguised  as  Ku-KIux  f 

Anstcer.  Disguised  as  Ku-Klux. 

Question.  How  were  they  said  to  have  been  disguised  ? 

Answer.  I  never  heard  the  discuisc  described.  I  think  it  was  understood  that  the 
Ku-Klux  were  generally  men  in  disguise. 

Question.  Are  not  alf  men  who  commit  offenses  in  disguise  called  Ku-Klnx  in  your 
country  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  they  are  called  Ku-Klux. 

By  Mr.  Stevenson  : 

Question.  Do  you  understand  that  all  men  who  are  disguised  are  disguised  as  Ku- 
Klux  f 

Answer.  That  would  be  owing  to  the  purpose  for  which  the  disguise  was  used.  I  do 
not  understand  that  there  is  any  peculiar  disguise  for  the  Ku-Klnx. 

By  Mr.  Beck  : 

Questifm.  All  disguised  men  are  considered  Ku-Klux  in  your  community  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  And  these  men  were  disguised  T 

Ansirer.  That  was  the  charge. 

Question.  And  they  did,  while  so  disguised,  in  the  night,  attack  this  man  Aaron 
Kennard  ? 

Answer.  I  learned  that  from  the  district  attorney,  who  showed  me  the  affidavit  con- 
taining the  charge.  The  charge  was  made  under  the  statute  passed  for  the  punishmeDt 
of  that  crime. 

By  Mr.  Stevenson  : 
Question.  Do  you  understand  that  they  whipped  or  beat  him  ? 
Answer.  I  do  not  know  whether  he  was  whipped  or  beaten. 
Question.  Was  ho  scourged  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  what  signification  you  give  to  the  term;  I  have  used  th« 
word  "  beaten  "  heretofore. 

By  Mr.  Beck  : 

Question.  What  was  the  general  character  of  Price  in  your  community  T 

Answer.  His  general  character  was  that  of  a  very  bad  man,  and  a  man  whose  only 
associates  were  the  colored  {)eople. 

Question.  Do  you  know  whether  or  not  an  application  for  the  removal  of  your  mayoi 
had  been  made  to  tlie  governor  before  this  speaking  on  the  Saturday  preceding  the 
riot,  and  whether  those  men  were  trying  to  keep  him  in  office  as  their  iriend  ? 

Answer.  You  mean  the  colored  people? 

(^htestion.  Yes,  sir. 

Answer.  I  have  always  understood  that  the  colored  people  opposed  every  movenienl 
gott(;n  up  for  the  removal  of  St  urges,  and  were  very  anxious  ho  should  be  retained  as 
mayor. 

Question.  Do  you  know  whether,  before  the  meeting  on  Saturday,  they  had  been 
advised  that  application  liad  been  made  to  the  governor  for  his  removal  f 

Anstver.  I  do  not  know  whether  they  had  been  or  not. 

Question.  On  the  night  of  the  fire,  was  it  chargwl  that  some  of  the  bad  n^oes  shot 
at  the  white  men  who  were  trying  to  put  out  the  lire  ? 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir;  it  is  said  (and  some  witnesses  have  stated  that  fact  in  the  iuvcisti- 
gation)  that  a  young  man  by  the  name  of  Ray  was  shot  at  and  struck  with  one  or  two 
balls  as  ho  was  going  to  or  from  the  fire,  I  do  not  recollect  which ;  and  I  tliink  tUa* 
other  persons  besides  young  Ray  were  shot  at. 

Question.  Was  it  charged  that  they  were  shot  at  by  negroes  T 
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Anwer,  Yos,  sir ;  shot  at  by  negroes. 

QuatloH,  Waa  it  charged  that  men  like  Clopton  and  that  class  of  bad  negroes  were 
discooraging  their  colored  brethren  from  aiding  in  putting  out  the  firof 

Anncer,  Yea,  sir.  I  heard  one  or  two  men  state  that  Clopton  came  up  to  where  some 
colored  men  were  at  work  in  saving  some  goods,  and  ordered  them  away,  and  told  them 
not  to  assist ;  that  the  town  was  set  afire,  and  that  the  white  people  did  it,  and  **  Damn 
it,  let  the  town  bum.^  He  did,  as  I  understood,  make  a  portion  of  them  desist  from 
loIliDg  ont  the  goods  and  leave. 

Quatum.  At  previous  fires  had  not  the  negro  i>opnlation  generally  aided  very  freely 
in  extinguishing  them  f 

An9wer,  Yes,  sir ;  as  a  general  thing  they  rendered  very  good  service.  I  noticed  them 
on  one  occasion  particularly.  A  great  many  of  them  rendered  very  good  service  Sn 
trying  to  save  goo<1s  and  put  out  the  fire. 

Quatian*  A  public  meeting  of  the  citizens  was  held  on  Monday  morning  after  the 
fire,  and  after  the  incendiary  speeches  of  Saturday ;  and  von  were  asked  awhile  ago 
by  the  chairman  whether  any  meeting  was  held  wheu  the  Alabamians  came  over.  Had 
these  Alabamians  done  anything  or  made  any  si>eeches,so  far  as  you  knew  or  heard  f 

Awittr.  No,  sir. 

Quation,  There  was  indignation  at  their  being  there  with  armsf 

Anwar.  There  was  a  great  deal  of  indignation  on  the  part  of  the  citisens. 

Quation.  But  nothing  to  call  out  a  public  meeting  f 

Jurcr.  Ko,  sir. 

Qaeiiian.  They  had  done  nothing  and  said  nothing,  so  far  as  you  knew  or  heard  f 

Anwer.  Nothing,  except  what  I  have  stated. 

Quation.  Tliey  believed  Price  would  not  submit  to  a  prosecution  for  having  whipped 
this  other  man  f 

Anmcer.  That  was  the  pretext  they  had,  as  I  understood,  for  going  there;  that  Pric« 
said  he  would  resist  if  be  were  held  to  bail  or  sent  to  jail. 

QwatiM,  Was  it  not  said  on  the  morning  of  the  trial  that  the  sheriff  had  disarmed 
Warren  Tyler  before  he  took  him  into  court  t 

Annctr,  1  have  heard  it  said  that  the  sheriff  disarmed  him ;  I  do  not  know  whether 
it  was  the  faet  or  not. 

QuefiUm.  You  did  not  see  the  sheriff  disarm  him  f 

Anmcer,  No,  sir. 

Vw»<um.  Was  that  currently  reported  ! 

jRjirer.  I  beard  it;  I  do  not  know  whether  it  was  currently  reported  or  not. 

QuftUm.  Do  you  know  whether  or  not  during  the  time  of  the  trial  this  man  Sturges 
came  in  to  where  Tyler  was  and  had  a  conversation  with  him  f 

Antver,  After  the  court  opened,  and  before  the  investigation  commenced,  Sturges 
came  into  the  cuurt-room,  and  took  a  seat  by  Warren  Tyler.  He  wrote  something  in 
a  blank-book  and  handed  it  to  Tyler,  and  had  a  couvei-sation  with  him.  After  the 
trial  began,  Tyler  went  out  into  one  of  the  rooms  adjoining  the  court-house,  across  the 
hall,  along  with  Aaron  Moore,  another  defendant ;  and  it  is  said  that  Sturges  went  out 
vith  them.    Sturges  disappeared  about  that  time,  and  I  saw  him  no  more. 

^nfttiox.  Was  Warren  Tyler  armed  when  he  returned  to  the  court-room  f 

Juttcfr.  After  the  trial  had  progressed  some  time,  Tyler  and  Moore  went  ont  again. 
I  thought  it  unusual,  and  asked  the  justice  of  the  peace  to  have  them  brought  back 
and  kept  there.  When  they  came  back  again,  a  Mr.  Evans,  who  was  sitting  behind 
me, said  to  me,  "Warren  Tyler  has  a  pistol.^'    I  did  not  see  the  pistol,  however. 

QuofuMi.  Is  it  your  opinion,  from  all  the  facts  yon  have  heard  and  know,  that  he 
vas  famished  with  the  pistol  after  the  trial  began  f 

Anitcer.  From  all  I  can  learn,  my  opinion,  is  that  he  was  furnished  with  a  pistol,  or 
procored  one,  after  the  trial  began. 

Qnettwn.  Is  it  your  opinion,  from  all  the  facts  yon  have  heard^  that  the  pistol  was 
famiahed  to  him  by  Sturges? 

Anwer.  My  opinion  would  only  be  founded  on  the  fact  that  it  was  said  Stni^es  went 
ont  with  him.  He  was  taking  a  great  interest  in  the  trial  and  came  in  and  had  a  con- 
sultation with  him ;  wrote  questions  in  a  book,  and  handed  the  book  to  Tyler.  Tyler, 
in  examining  the  witnesses,  aft^  I  would  get  through  with  them,  would  refer  to  his 
Wk  when  he  was  asking  questions.  From  the  interest  Sturges  took  in  the  trial,  I 
Wlieve  that  if  Tyler  was  furnished  with  a  pistol,  it  was  furnish^  to  him  by  Sturges. 

Qaesitoii.  And  your  opinion  is  that  he  was  furnished  with  a  pistol  after  the  trial 
W&u ;  that  is  your  best  impression  f 

Anw^er.  Yes,  sir ;  though  I  did  not  see  the  pistol.  The  gentleman  who  was  sitting 
behind  me  told  me  that  Tyler  had  a  pistol  when  he  returned. 

(^nettion.  Did  not  this  shooting  begin  before  you  had  developed  all  your  testimony  ! 

Annter.  Yes,  sir ;  we  had  not  developed,  I  think,  half  of  it.  I  had  a  great  many 
▼itnesp's  to  examine  that  had  not  been  called. 

(%«aoii.  Wheu,  in  your  answer  to  the  chairman,  you  spoke  of  the  facts  thi»t  had 
n»u  developed,  yon  spoke  only  of  such  as  had  been  developed  up  to  the  time  the  shoot- 
utg  began? 
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Answer,  Yes,  air. 

Question.  What  the  other  witnesses  wonld  have  developed  in  regard  to  the  Alaba- 
mians  and  othera  you  do  not  know  f 

Antwfr,  No,  sir ;  there  were  some  witnesses  who  had  not  been  exaniine<1,  and  vrbo^e 
testimony,  if  it  was  what  they  had  stated  to  me,  was  very  important  in  reference  to 
some  of  the  defendants. 

Qu/niion,  You  have  said  something  about  the  killing  of  a  man  named  Joe  WilliamH. 
Who  was  Joe  Williams ;  when  and  where  was  he  killed ;  what  sort  of  a  man  was  he  f 

Answer,  Joe  Williams  was  a  colored  man  who  was  a  justice  of  the  i>eace,  and  I  think 
he  was  a  member  of  the  board  of  police,  though  in  that  I  may  be  mistaken.  He  lived 
at  Toomsuba,  a  station  about  twelve  miles  east  of  Meridian.  He  was  regarded  by  the 
white  people  there,  and  a  large  portion  of  the  black  people,  as  being  a  veiy  bad  mau. 
At  the  time  he  was  killed  there  were  two  indictments  pending  against  him— one  for 
shooting  a  colored  man,  and  the  other,  I  think,  (I  never  read  the  indictment^)  for 
authorizing  some  colored  man  to  go  and  search  for  a  stolen  pig  in  some  other  colored 
men's  houses,  without  any  warrant  or  written  authority. 

Q^eBtwn,  So  that  he  was  a  mau  who,  ixom  his  past  conduct,  was  obnoxious  to  the 
blacks  as  well  as  the  whites  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Qnesium,  This  killing  occurred  some  six  months  before  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir.  .  I  &amed  these  facts  from  having  been  employed  as  an  attorney  to 
defend  him  on  those  two  indictments.  I  was  employed  by  him  directly  after  the  indict* 
ments  were  found ;  and  one  of  the  indictments  I  never  read. 

Qvesfion.  You  spoke  something  about  an  outrage  at  Lauderdale  Springs,  but  you  did 
}iot  explain  it.    What  was  that  T 

Answer,  A  year  and  a  half  or  two  years  ago,  there  was  a  ne^  man  killed  there— I 
think  by  persons  in  disguise.  The  particular  facts  in  connection  with  it  I  do  not  now 
recollect. 

(^esiion.  In  stating  it  before  you  did  not  give  the  facts.  State  them  now,  if  yoa 
recollect  them. 

Answer,  I  do  not  recollect  the  facts ;  but  I  recollect  the  killing.  It  was  a  year  and  a 
half  or  two  years  ago. 

QHestUm,  You  spoke  also  of  a  man  named  Keyser,  without  giving  the  facts. 

Answer,  Keyser,  at  the  same  time,  was  simxdy  wounded ;  he  was  not  killed. 

Question,  Was  this  at  Lauderdade  Springs  also  f 

Answer,  t^es,  sir;  both  happened  about  Lauderdale  Springs  at  the  same  time.  I  may 
be  mistaken  about  a  negro  man  being  killed  at  the  time  Keyser  was  wounded;  bnt  I 
think  there  was  a  negro  mau  killed  at  the  same  time  by  persons  in  disguise. 

Quesiiem,  The  Keyser  afi'air  and  the  Lauderdale  Springs  affair  were  the  same  thing  T 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  Keyser  was  w^oundcd  at  the  same  time. 

Question,  What  was  the  general  character  of  those  men,  Clopton  and  Tyler  f 

Answer.  Their  general  character  was  that  of  turbulent,  violent,  and  very  bad  negroes, 
especially  Clopton. 

Qu/estion.  Do  you  know  any  facts  indicating  the  influence  which  they  were  having 
upon  the  other  negroes  in  the  community  in  the  way  of  stirring  up  strife  and  bad  blood 
between  the  negroes  and  the  white  people  f 

Answer,  Clopton,  or  Dennis,  as  he  was  sometimes  called,  I  knew  ever  since  I  had  been 
there.  He  had  always  been  very  prominent  in  all  the  public  meetings,  and  very  for- 
ward in  apologizing  tor  and  assisting  all  colored  men  charged  with  crimes  in  the  courts 
there.  He  had  been  in  a  great  many  difficulties,  and  was  frequently,  it  is  said,  (I  never 
saw  him  so  more  than  once  or  twice,)  drunk  and  disorderly. 

Question,  Have  you  any  doubt  in  your  own  mind,  from  the  facts  which  yon  have 
heard,  that  Warren  Tyler  fired  the  firat  shot  in  the  court-house  that  day  f 

Ansxcer,  I  have  no  doubt,  from  all  that  I  have  heard  from  othera,  and  from  what  I 
saw,  that  he  fired  the  first  shot. 

Question,  Was  that  the  shot  that  killed  the  justice  f 

Answer.  I  cannot  say  about  that ;  I  did  not  see  the  justice  fall. 

Question,  At  the  time  Tyler  fired  that  shot,  assuming  that  he  fired  it,  was  he  In  any 
danger  from  Brantley  f  , 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  Brantley  was  not  within  reach  of  him,  and  the  marshal  had  bold  of 
him,  and  another  gentleman  caught  him  afterward. 

Question.  Had  Brantley  ceased  all  efibrt  to  pursue  Tyler  before  the  shot  was  fired  t 

Answer,  I  think  he  made  no  effort  after  he  was  seized  by  the  marshal. 

Q^uestion,  And  the  other  man  was  then  entirely  out  of  his  reach  ? 

Answer,  The  other  man  (Tyler^  was,  as  I  said,  ten  or  twelve  feet  from  him. 

QuesiAon.  The  firing  after  that  was  promiscuous  on  both  sides  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  Well,  I  cannot  say  who  fired  the  shots ;  the  firing  was  mostly 
behind  me ;  and  I  got  right  down  in  front  of  my  chair,  as  I  thought  that  was  safest, 
and  did  not  move  until  the  tiring  had  nearly  all  ceased. 
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By  Mr.  Stevenson  : 
Question.  Did  yon  get  on  the  floor  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir;  I  just  got  clo^n  in  front  of  my  chair.  I  thongbt  that  was  safest. 
T  did  not  know  where  the  snots  were  coming  from. 

By  Mr.  Beck  : 

Q%e»ikm,  How  many  white  men  were  wounded  in  that  affray  f 

Anncer.  Besides  Judge  Bramlette,  there  was  one  white  man  I  know  of  wounded,  a 
Mr.  Reed ;  and  I  think  there  were  others,  but  I  do  not  recollect  whether  there  were  or 
not. 

Question,  Does  this  book  [handing  a  pamphlet  to  witness]  contain  the  evidence  before 
Judge  Leachman  in  the  investigation  of  wnich  you  have  spoken  f  If  it  does,  I  wish  to 
have  it  appended  to  your  testimony. 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  this  is  the  evidence  taken  before  Judge  Leachman  touching  that 
riot^  and  everything  connected  therewith. 

[See  page  127  et  seq."] 

Q  uesiion.  Do  you  know  whether  or  not  that  evidence  was  adopted  by  the  legislative 
investigating  committee  f 

Answer,  I  understand  it  has  been.  I  do  not  know  whether  Mr.  Sessions,  one  of  the 
eominittee,  who  is  here  now,  told  me  so  or  not.  But  my  understanding  is  (I  do  not 
know  whether  it  is  a  fact)  that  the  legislative  committee  who  came  there  afterward  to 
investigate  adopted  that  as  a  part  of  their  report,  though  they  examined  a  good  many 
other  witnesses. 

By  Mr.  Pool  : 

QnesHon.  Did  the  negroes  help  to  put  out  the  fire  on  that  Saturday  night  as  they  had 
Qsoally  done  f 

Answer,  A  great  many  of  them  did. 

(^usiiom,  \^n  say  that  a  Mr.  Ray  was  wounded  on  that  night  f 

Auswer,  Yea,  sir;  but  I  do  not  know  whether  it  was  going  to  the  fire  or  not. 

QnesUon.  Yon  spoke  of  a  Mr.  Reed  who  was  wounded  in  the  court-room  at  the  time 
Jad^e  Bramlette  was  killed.    How  was  he  wounded  f 

Answer,  He  was  shot.  The  ball  passed  through  his  wrist  and  lodged  in  his  clothes 
aboot  bis  vest  pocket. 

Question,  Was  be  a  white  man  1 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Qwstion,  A  democrat  f 

Jjurtner.  I  do  not  know  his  politics.    I  think  his  name  is  Reed.    He  is  a  plasterer. 

QuofUon.  What  are  the  politics  of  Judge  Leachman  f 

Answer,  He  is  regarded  as  a  republican.    He  is  an  appointee  of  Governor  Alcorn. 

Question.  I  understood  you  to  say  that  Mayor  Sturges  furnished  the  negroes  with 
arms.    Can  you  tell  where  he  got  those  arms  from  f 

Answer,  I  said  it  was  charged  that  he  furnished  the  negroes  with  arms  and  kept  arms 
in  his  house. 

Question,  W^hence  did  he  get  the  arms  with  which  to  furnish  these  negroes? 

Jwiffr.  I  do  not  know,  sir. 

Question,  There  were  no  public  arms  belonging  to  the  town  f 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  I  simply  stated  that  that  was  charged  by  the  citizens. 

Question.  To  what  extent  was  that  furnishing  of  arms  carried  f 

Answer,  I  cannot  say  to  what  extent.  I  have  heard  that  charged  for  a  long  time ;  and 
I  have  also  heard  it  charged  that  the  negroes  who  fired  off'  the  guns  at  night,  frequently 
half  s  dozen  at  once,  fired  them  from  his  back  yard,  and  that  ne  kept  guns  about  his 
honae.    Of  the  truth  of  it  I  do  not  know  anything. 

Qumtiou  Did  yon  say  that  you  procured  an  order  to  be  issued  to  disarm  the  negroes  f 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  said  I  understood  the  sheriff  of  the  county,  on  Saturday  night  or 
Monday  after  the  fire,  issued  an  order  that  all  persons  be  disarmed  in  anticipation  of  a 
riot  or  difficulty. 

Question.  Did  that  order  extend  to  both  blacks  and  whites  f 

Answer,  That  was  mj  understanding.  I  never  saw  the  order.  I  do  not  know  that 
it  was  written  or  published.    I  did  not  understand  that  it  was. 

Question.  Did  you  not  know  that  there  were  some  one  hundred  and  fifty  white  men 
armed  all  night  to  guard  the  negroes  t 

Answer,  No,  sir :  I  never  heard  of  there  being  white  men  armed,  except  a  few  men 
who,  after  the  fire  was  over,  were  detailed  by  the  sheriff'  to  guard  Clopton,  who  was 
under  arrest.    I  heard  of  no  Avhite  persons  being  armed  during  or  previous  to  the  fire. 

Question,  Were  any  arms  taken  away  from  negroes  in  pursuance  of  that  order? 

Answer.  1  understood  that  two  pistols  were  taken  from  Isaac  Lee  when  he  was 
arrested.    He  was  one  of  the  negroes  who  was  killed. 

Quaiion,  Did  you  hear  of  any  white  man  being  disarmed  in  pursuance  of  that  order? 

Answer.  I  only  learned  that  that  negro  was  disarmed  by  the  testimony  developed  in 
the  investigation  before  Judge  Leachman. 
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By  Mr.  Stevenson  : 

Question,  Tliat  was  his  offense — being  armed? 

An9tcer.  I  do  not  know  that  that  was  his  offense.  I  saw  from  the  testimony  tlut 
two  pistols  were  taken  from  him. 

By  Mr.  Pool: 

Question.  You  spoko  of  a  change  in  the  conduct  of  tho  colored  people  after  a  cciuia 
time.    What  was  the  character  of  that  change  f 

Answer,  1  stated  that  aftei  Sturges  was  appointed  mayor,  and  after  Price  came  therd 
the  colored  people  changed  in  their  general  conduct. 

Quealian,  What  was  the  character  of  that  change  f 

Anncer.  As  I  stated  before,  they  were  firing  guns  at  nicht.  They  called  at  a  citizen's 
house  and  alarmed  him  very  much  by  their  shooting,  hafiooing,  and  singing  obnoxioos 
songs.  They  called,  as  he  thought,  to  assassinate  him.  On  the  same  night  they 
alarmed  some  other  citizens  by  their  demonstrations  on  the  street. 

Question,  Is  that  the  only  change  of  conduct  to  which  you  allude  f 

Anatcer,  1  also  stated  the  fact  of  their  arresting  these  two  young  men  on  the  street 
and  threatening  to  kill  them. 

Queatioti,  These  are  the  only  evidences  of  a  change  of  conduct  on  the  {wurt  of  the 
negroes  f 

.  Anstver,  I  do  not  know  that  I  can  specify  anything  particular  just  now,  but  I  know 
that  their  general  conduct  as  members  of  the  community  was  very  much  changed  and 
not  at  all  calculated  to  preserve  the  peaceful  relations  between  the  white  people  and 
the  negroes. 

Question.  You  spoke  of  **  incendiary  speeches."  In  what  respect  were  they ''  incen- 
diary T" 

Anmcer.  As  I  recollect  the  testimony  of  one  of  the  witnesses,  Aaron  Moore  statecl, 
among  other  things,  that  Sodom  and  Gomorrah  had  been  burned  up,  and  that  if  they 
didn't  mind,  the  town  of  Meridian  would  bo  burned  up  likewise.  It  was  also  testified 
that  Warren  Tyler  stated  in  his  speech  that  the  negroes  must  stand  up  to  each  other, 
and  when  one  of  them  was  killed,  they  must  do  like  the  Indians — ^kill  in  retaliation 
There  were  other  remarks  of  a  similar  character  that  I  cannot  now  recollect. 

Question,  Did  those  negroes  give  a  reason  for  talking  in  that  way  f  What  did  they 
complain  off 

Avsxctr,  As  I  have  stated  before,  my  understanding  is  that  they  said  they  were  not 
properly  treated  ;  that  some  of  them  had  been  Ku-Kluxed,  oa  they  said ;  that  they 
could  not  snbmit  to  it,  and  must  take  the  law  into  their  own  hands. 

Question,  Had  there  been  any  prosecutions  of  persons  who  had  Ku-Kluxed  them? 

Anstver,  There  was  an  investigation,  I  believe,  into  every  case  where  a  person  bad 
been  killed  by  disguised  persons.  I  think  every  case  of  that  kind  was  investigated, 
and  an  attempt  made  to  find  out  who  did  it. 

Question,  Was  anybody  ever  arrested  f 

Anstver,  Yes,  sir ;  in  the  Lauderdale  Springs  case,  where  Keyser  was  wounded,  a  man 
by  tho  name  of  Jameson  was  arrested,  and  perhaps  others,  and  an  examination  was 
had  before  a  committing  court. 

Question,  You  speak  of  the  case  where  a  man  was  killed  near  Lauderdale  Spring  f 

Answer.  1  think  it  was  the  case  where  Keyser  was  wounded.  When  Joe  Williams 
was  killed  that  matt«r  was  investigated.  There  was  a  young  man  arrested  charged 
with  committing  the  crime.  The  matter  was  investigated  before  Judge  Bramlette; 
but  there  was  no  testimony  against  him. 

^tf68tiof).*Had  there  been  any  whippings  of  colored  men  by  disguised  persons  in  that 
county  other  than  what  you  have  named  ? 

Anstver,  I  recollect  of  no  whippings  at  all ;  I  recollect  no  outrages  now  except  what 
I  have  stated. 

Question,  Had  there  been  any  parading  of  disguised  men  in  the  county  f  I  do  not 
use  the  word  "parading"  technically. 

Answer,  Only  what  I  have  stated  with  reference  to  Price,  and  the  killing  of  Williams. 

Question,  I  mean  men  exhibiting  themselves  in  disguise  on  the  public  highway  when 
they  did  no  damage  f 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  I  have  not  heard  of  any  parades  of  that  kind  at  all,  except  in  the 
<Uises  mentioned. 

Question,  It  was  previous  to  this  meeting  that  these  colored  men  bad  been  kidnapped 
and  carried  back  to  Alabama,  was  it  not  f 

Answer.  About  a  month  previous,  I  think.  In  regard  to  that  I  may  be  very  mnch 
mistaken.    It  may  have  been  more  or  it  may  have  been  less. 

Question,  You  have  testified  that  Cloptou  said  in  substance,  '^  We  are  going  to  be 
attacked  ;  '^  was  there  any  general  apprehension  on  the  part  of  the  negroes  that  they 
were  going  to  be  attacked  T 

Answer.  Well,  I  do  not  know  of  any  reason  for  such  an  apprehension. 
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Qtmtu^R,  Had  there  been  any  threats  ajsainst  the  negroes  on  the  part  of  the  vhite 
people  f 

Anmcr.  Xone  that  I  had  ever  heard. 

(fH&ition.  These  colored  men  were  arrested  charged  with  incendiary  speeches  within 
a  liiouth  after  two  or  three  men  had  been  taken  withont  authority  and  carried  ont  of 
tile  State,  there  being  no  effort  to  prosecnte  them  for  that  proceeding.  Is  there  the 
^aRle  disposition  to  prosecnte  men  for  outrages  upon  colored  people  that  there  is  to 
pmsecnte  for  oatrages  upon  white  people  ! 

Attwer.  Well,  as  a  general  thing,  I  see  no  disposition  in  the  officers  of  the  law  or  in 
tlie  people  to  prosecute  colored  men  for  offenses  that  they  would  not  prosecute  white 
meu  for.  I  think  a  good  many  offenses  are  committed  by  colored  men,  and  by  white 
men  too,  for  which  they  are  not  prosecuted  when  they  ought  to  be. 

QHestioH,  Was  Judge  Bramlette  a  white  man  f 

Jumper.  Yes,  sir. 

Questiim,  Were  any  other  white  men  killed  in  the  riot  that  occurred  upon  that  trial  f 

A»9trer,  No,  sir;  no  white  men  were  killed,  except  Judge  Bramlette,  and  I  think  he 
vas  killed  accidentally. 

QimtUm,  You  do  not  think  any  one  fired  at  him  f 

Antmr.  I  think  Warren  l^ler  fired  at  Brantlev,  the  witness,  and  struck  Bramlette. 
That  is  simply  my  opinion.    Other  persons  think  he  shot  at  Bramlette. 

Qutition.  On  that  occasion  there  w^as  a  colored  policeman  killed  f 

Antwer,  Yes,  sir. 

(^titm.  State  the  circumstances  under  which  he  wa^  killed. 

Anjmer.  I  can  state  no  circumstances,  except  that  I  saw  him  lying  dead,  or  almost 
dead.  I  think  he  was  killed  by  a  stray  shot  in  attempting  to  run  from  the  court-room 
into  the  sheriff's  office. 

Questkm.  How  many  shots  altogether  do  you  suppose  were  fired  in  the  court-room  f 

JvMMT.  It  is  very  hard  to  tell,  because  a  man  was  not  in  a  condtion  to  note  those 
things  very  well.    I  think  there  were  as  many  as  thirty  shots. 

Quertum.  Did  the  colored  people  fire  any  shots  f 

Answer,  It  is  said  that  the  colored  people  in  the  rear  of  the  house  and  to  one  side  of 
it  did  fire  some  shots,  although  I  know  nothing  about  it.  I  saw  one  ball  which  had 
ftrack  the  wall  and  which  must  have  come  m>m  the  rear  of  the  house,  where  the 
colored  people  were,  but  I  could  not  identify  any  man  that  fired. 

By  Mr.  Stevexson  : 
QuefHoM.  Did  you  see  that  shot  fired  f 
Antwer.  No,  sir. 

Questitm,  How  do  you  know  how  far  it  was  shotf 

Ansictr,  I  do  not  know  how  far  it  was  shot ;  but  from  the  indentation  it  mode  in  the 
wall,  I  infer  it  came  from  the  rear  of  the  room. 

By  Mr.  Pool: 

Qw9tiini.  The  three  colored  men  under  arrest  were  killed,  a  colored  policeman  was 
killed,  and  these  acts  were  followed  by  the  bumins  of  Aaron  Moore's  house  and  the 
bornuig  of  a  colored  church.  Did  the  colored  people  rise  up  in  anus  and  fight  back  f 
Was  there  any  general  riotous  behavior  on  their  part  in  resentment  of  these  acts  f 

AMmoer.  No,  sir ;  the  colored  people  were  very  quiet,  I  thought,  so  far  as  I  know  or 
have  beard. 

QMettkm,  Did  they  rise  up  afterward  to  resent  these  acts  f 

Au9wer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Is  it  your  opinion,  then,  that  the  *' incendiary  speeches''  of  which  you 
^kt  had  much  effiect  upon  them  f 

Answer.  My  opinion  is  from  what  I  know  of  the  colored  population  of  Meridian,  and 
what  I  knew  of  Warren  Tyler  and  Bill  Clopton,  and  what  I  saw  that  night,  that  there 
wa«  an  attempt  on  the  part  of  Clopton  to  get  up  an  armed  force  and  make  some 
demonstration  against  the  white  people ;  and  that  while  a  portion  of  the  negroes  were 
willing  to  join  in  that  demonstration,  a  great  many  would  not  join  in  it,  and  that 
there  was  not  concert  of  action  enough  to  get  up  any  general  attack  on  the  white  peo- 
ple, though  it  is  said  by  very  reliable  persons  whom  I  know  that  during  the  x)rogrees 
of  the  fire  they  saw  a  considerable  body  of  meu  drawn  up  on  one  of  the  streets  in 
military  order  and  with  arms. 

By  Mr.  Stevenson  : 

QvesUon,  Please  give  the  names  of  the  persons  from  whom  you  obtained  that  infor- 
matiodf  ^ 

Answer.  Mr.  George  W.  Covert  saw  the  men  drawn  up  in  military  order  with  arms, 
and  also  Mr.  Adams ;  I  believe  his  name  is  Isaac.    So  they  stated. 

By  Mr.  Pool: 
Quation.  Suppose  a  company  of  twelve  or  fifteen  negroes  had  come  from  the  State 
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of  Alabama  and  tAken  by  force  a  \vhite  man  from  yonr  State,  withont  authority  of 
law,  what  effect  would  that  have  produced  upon  the  white  people  of  Meridian  f 

Answer.  I  should  think  it  would  have  produced  some  excitement. 

QueatioiL  Would  it  have  produced  more  excitement  and  riotous  behavior  than  the 
similar  conduct  of  white  men,  in  abducting  negroes,  produced  upon  the  colored  people? 

Answer.  Well,  it  might  have  done  so. 

Qu&*tion.  Would  the  people  have  permitted  such  a  thing  f 

Aiiswer.  I  hardly  think  they  would.    I  do  not  know,  but  I  do  not  think  they  would. 

By  Mr.  Stevenson  : 

Question.  Suppose  that  such  a  band  of  negroes,  after  having  succesttfully  done  such 
a  thing,  should  come  back  to  Meridian  for  more  white  men,  what  do  you  suppose  the 
white  people  there  would  do  f 

Ansicer.  Well,  I  do  not  think  they  would  allow  them  to  do  it. 

By  Mr.  Pool: 

Question.  Would  they  have  taken  the  law  into  their  own  hands,  if  necessary,  in  order 
to  prevent  it  f 

Answer,  Well,  I  think  they,  would ;  but  that  would  depend  upon  the  character  of  the 
persons  they  came  for,  and  the  character  of  the  charges  they  made  against  them,  I  pre- 
sume. 

Question.  Well,  suppose  a  precisely  similar  case  to  that  which  occurred ;  suppose  it 
was  a  simple  charge  of  larceny  upon  which  there  had  been  no  legal  proceedings^a 
charge  which  any  man  might  trump  up  to  suit  his  purpose. 

Answer.  Well,  I  should  think  if  the  man  they  undertook  to  carry  away  was  a  man  of 
good  standing  and  character,  and  held  in  esteem  at  all  by  the  white  people,  they  would 
resist  anything  of  that  kind. 

Question.  Let  me  carry  the  supposition  a  little  further.  K  three  white  men  had  been 
arrested  upon  some  charge  of  improper  speeches,  or  indeed  any  charge  short  of  one 
of  the  most  heinous  character,  and  if  one  of  them  had  been  assaulted  by  a  witness 
upon  the  stand,  and  had  iired  under  the  same  circumstances  as  those  under  which 
Tyler  is  allege«l  to  have  fired,  and  if  this  had  been  followed  by  the  killing  of  all  three 
of  those  white  men  by  the  negroes,  the  killing  of  a  white  policeman  by  the  negroes, 
and  the  burning  of  a  white  man's  residence  and  of  a  church  belonging  to  the  white 
people,  would  the  white  x>eople  have  behaved  themselves  as  well  during  those  occur- 
rences and  afterward  as  the  negroes  behaved  on  the  occasion  in  question  f 

Mr.  Van  Trump.  The  question  assumes  that  the  man  on  the  witness-stand  com- 
menced the  affair. 

Mr.  Pool.  Wah  not  that  so ;  was  not  Tyler  assault'Od  first  f 
.  Mr.  Van  Tkump.  The  witness  has  described  the  occurrence. 

Answer.  1  have  told  what  the  assault  consisted  in. 

By  Mr.  Pool: 

Question.  1  will  ask  you  as  a  lawyer,  and  also  as  a  witness,  whether  Tyler  was 
not  assaulted  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  I  should  think  it  would  be  considered  an  assault. 

Question.  Then  it  is  no  assumption  now  f 

.  Answer.  It  is  purely  a  legal  question.    I  do  not  know  whether  the  mere  taking  np  of 
a  stick  at  that  distance  and  starting  toward  a  man  would  be  an  assault. 

Question.  I  will  not  split  hairs  on  that  point.  I  will  say  an  attempted  assault,  fol- 
lowed by  the  murder  of  all  three  of  the  prisoners.  Suppose  such  an  act  had  been  com- 
mitted 1)3''  the  negroes  upon  white  men,  and  that  thirty  shots  had  been  fired  in  the 
court-house,  would  the  white  people  have  submitted  in  as  quiet  and  orderly  a  manner 
as  the  negroes  did  f 

Anstver.  Well,  I  do  not  know  that  they  would ;  but  that  would  depend  upon  the 
previous  character  of  the  men  who  were  killed,  and  the  relations  in  which  they  stood 
to  the  community. 

Question.  Would  the  white  people  have  suffered  the  negroes  to  have  killed  any  thice 
white  men  in  that  way,  and  burned  houses  and  churches  afterward  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  that  they  would.  They  might  have  done  so,  if  the  men  were 
men  of  bad  character  and  extremely  obnoxious. 

Question,  Is  it  not  your  opinion  that  such  an  occurrence  would  have  been  followed 
by  the  killing  of  a  great  many  negroes  I 

Ansiver.  1  think  that  probably  it  would. 

Question,  The  purpose  of  the  question  is  simply  to  exemplify  the  fact,  which  J  be- 
lieve to  be  true,  that  the  negroes  are  disposed  to  be  orderly,  and  not  disposed  to  resent 
ill-treatment. 

Answer,  As  I  have  already  stated,  from  my  knowledge  of  the  negroes,  (and  I  was 
raised  in  a  slave  State,)  if  no  improper  influences  are  brought  to  bear  upon  them,  I  con- 
sider them  as  quiet  and  peaceable  and  easily  controlled  as  any  race  of  people  I  know 
anything  about. 
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Quettien,  But  notwithstaDding  such  iuflaences,  did  not  the  behavior  of  the  negroes 
on  this  occasion  show  that  they  were  then  and  tliere,  under  the  circumstances,  more 
onlerly  than  you  would  have  expected  the  white  men  to  be  under  similar  circnm- 
btances  f  • 

Ji»tF«r.  You  mean  after  the  riot  f 

Qu^lian,  Yes,  sir,  notwithstanding  the  bad  inflnences  of  which  you  speak  ? 

Answer.  1  think  that  they  were  more  so  than  white  men  would  have  been,  on  account 
ofthe  superiority  of  white  men  and  their  superior  intelligence  and  disposition  tore- 
scot.  I  think  that  can  be  accounted  for  to  a  great  ext«nt  by  the  difference  between 
the  two  races  upon  a  similar  state  of  facts.  The  inferior  race  will  submit  to  a  great 
many  things  that  the  superior  race  would  not  submit  to.  That  ought  to  be  considered 
in  answering  a  question  of  that  description. 

QacstUm,  The  white  people  consider  themselves  a  superior  race  f 

Jvnr^r.  I  suppose  thiey  do. 

Question,  Do  you  not  think  yourself  that  that  is  the  cause  of  a  great  deal,  if  not 
most,  ofthe  trouble  which  is  now  occurring,  and  which  we  are  now  investigating? 

Juncer.  Because  the  white  people  consider  themselves  superior  f 

Question.  And  that  the  negnroes  have  been  raised  to  an  equality  with  them  f 

Answer.  No,  air ;  I  do  not  think  that  the  troubles  between  the  white  peo])le  and  the 
negroes  grow  altogether  out  of  the  fact  that  the  white  people  consider  themselves  the 
gQperior  race* 

Question.  And  the  negroes  have  been  raised  to  an  equality  with  them  7  I  put  both 
facts  together. 

Answer.  I  think  the  negroes  having  been  put  upon  a  civil  equality  with  white  peo- 
ple throws  them  in  a  relation  they  did  not  occupy  before;  and  being  brought  into  con- 
tact in  the  ousiness  relations  of  life  with  white  men,  more  difficulties  are  likely  to 
grow  ap  l>etween  them.  In  that  way  difficulties  grow  up  that  are  not  of  a  political 
natare,  but  which  are  construed  into  difficulties  of  a  political  nature. 

By  Mr.  Van  Trump  : 
Quaiion.  Difficulties  of  a  character  that  could  not  by  any  possibility  arise  in  a  state 
of  slavery? 
Answer.  No,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Pool: 

Question.  You  said  that  Price  was  advised  to  leave,  as  you  thought,  because  it  was 
feared  that  his  presence  at  the  trial  would  produce  a  disturbance? 

inmner.  I  said,  I  think,  that  I  understood  from  the  republicans,  so  far  as  I  under- 
wood anything,  (and  I  do  not  think  I  spoke  to  anybody  about  it  but  Mr.  Smith,)  that 
tbey  thought  it  best  for  the  community  that  Mr.  Price  should  leave.  I  said  but  very 
few  words  to  Mr.  Smith  about  it. 

QuesHon.  Was  no  reason  assigned  why  they  thought  it  was  best  for  him  to  leave  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  that  Mr.  Smith  gave  mo  an^  particular  reason  ;  I  met  him  on 
the  street,  and  the  conversation  came  up,  and  be  told  me  Price  would  leave  ;  that  the 
repnblicans  thought  it  best  and  had  so  advised  him ;  and  he  showed  me  a  note  addressed 
to  him,  which  he  would  have  read  to  me,  I  suppose,  if  I  had  asked  him  to ;  but  I  did 
not  ask  it 

Qnestion.  Was  it  not  feared  that  those  Alabamians  would  attempt  violence  upon  hlra 
in  case  he  was  discharged  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  ;  he  did  not  give  me  any  reason, 

Quesiiou.  From  the  state  of  things  there,  do  you  or  do  you  not  think  it  likely  they 
^oiild  have  done  so  ? 

Answer.  About  that,  of  course  a  man  has  got  nothing  but  a  mere  opinion ;  a  man 
lumily  knows  how  to  answer  a  question  of  that  kind. 

Question.  Was  there  ground  to  api)rehend  it  ? 

Answer.  I  suppose  that  if  he  had  been  discharged  after  the  investigation  was  had,  there 
wonld  have  been  a  good  deal  of  feelin«',  and  perhaps  indignation,  at  the  fact. 

Question.  Was  there  ground  to  apprelicud  that  those  Alabamians  had  come  there  for 
the  purpose  of  doin^  him  vialonee  in  case  ho  was  discharged  upon  that  examination  ? 

Answer.  Well,  as  Isaid  before,  they  caine  there  alleging  as  a  reason  for  it  that  Price 
had  said  that  he  would  not  be  committed  to  jail,  or  give  bail ;  that  he  would  resist  if 
the  justice  of  the  peace  so  determined  his  case;  and  1  think  it  probable  that  if  he  had 
been  discharged  there  might  have  been  a  difficulty. 

Question.  If  those  Alabamians  had  done  him  violence  on  his  discharge,  would  not 
that  probably  have  led  to  violent  acts  ou  the  part  of  the  colored  men,  and  a  general 
disturbance  1 

Answer.  I  think  it  likely  it  would;  but  I  want  to  make  this  statement:  I  do  not 
believe  that  the  |)eop]e  of  Meridian  would  have  permitted  those  Alabamians  who  came 
over  there  to  have  interfered  with  the  trial  of  Price.  If  his  trial  had  taken  place,  I 
thiiik  that  the  people  of  Meridian  would  have  taken  charge  of  that  matter,  so  far  as 
the  law  authorized  them  to  do  so,  and  they  would  not  have  allowed  the  interference  of 
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people  of  Alabama  with  it.  I  know  there  was  great  indignation  expressed  by  the  peo- 
ple of  Meridian  generally  at  the  fact  of  those  Alabamians  coming  over  there  with 
arms  in  their  hands  on  account  of  that  trial. 

Question,  As  calcnlated  to  disturb  the  peace  of  th^community  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Was  it  not  an  extraordinary  proceeding  f 

Answer,  It  was  an  extraordinary  proceeding ;  but  those  things  are  sometimes  done 
when  they  think  it  best  for  the  community. 

Question.  Did  yon  ever  he^ir  before  the  war  of  men  taken  up  in  the  way  in  which 
those  negroes  were  taken  up  and  carried  back  to  Alabama,  bv  men  coming  over  from 
another  State  f    Was  such  a  thing  ever  done  before  the  war  f 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  before  the  war  I  did  not  live  in  Mississippi ;  I  said  that  I  recollected, 
as  I  thought,  one  case  in  which  men  had  been  arrested  in  Mississippi  and  taken  off  to 
Alabama,  without  any  requisition  from  the  governor;  and  now  I  recollect  of  a  man 
charged  with  murder  having  escaped  from  a  county  above  us,  and  they  pursued  him 
into  Alabama,  arrested  him,  and  took  him  across  the  line. 

By  Mr.  Beck: 
Question,  Without  a  requisition  f 
Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Stevenson  : 
Question,  That  was  a  continued  pursuit  f 
Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Pool: 

Question,  Is  not  that  according  to  the  rules  of  the  common  law  in  ease  of  a  capital 
felony  f 

Answer,  I  do  not  know  that  you  would  have  the  right  to  cross  the  State  line  with- 
out a  requisition.    It  would  be  beyond  the  jurisdiction  of  the  State. 

Question.  But  in  a  case  of  capital  felony  has  not  every  private  citizen  the  right  to 
arrest  ui>on  his  own  authority  without  a  wamint  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  he  has,  as  1  understand  the  law. 

(luestion.  And  by  continued  pursuit  cannot  citizens  in  such  a  case  cross  the  oounty 
boundaries  f 

Answer.  They  can  cross  the  county  boundaries,  but  whether  they  can  cross  the 
boundaries  of  the  State  is  the  question. 

Question.  Is  the  case  you  just  mentioned  the  only  case  you  ever  heard  off 

Answer,  That  was  the  second  case.  I  do  not  think  that  as  a  general  thing  one  State 
would  complain  of  a  man  from  another  State  being  arrested  just  over  the  border,  and 
taken  back  without  a  requisition,  especially  if  it  turned  out  afterward  that  he  was 
guilty.      • 

Question,  It  is  considered  disreputable  in  Mississippi  for  a  white  man  to  associate 
habitually  with  ne^^roesf 

Answer.  By  associating  with  negroes  on  terms  of  social  equality  a  man  loses  caste  in 
society  there,  as  I  should  think  he  would  do  anywhere. 

Question.  Do  not  men  who  do  that  generally  do  it  with  some  unlawful  or  disrq>ata- 
ble  purpose ;  and  is  not  that  one  reason  why  it  is  considered  disreputable  f 

Answer,  Well,  I  do  not  know ;  I  cannot  say  about  that.  I  think  it  likely  they  wonld 
do  it  for  some  rather  disreputable  or  degrading  purpose. 

Question.  Would  it  be  possible  for  a  white  man,  who  did  that  habitually,  as  Priee 
was  said  to  have  done  it,  to  find  white  men  to  associate  with  him  f 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  do  not  think  that  a  man  who  habitually  associates  with  negroes 
upon  terms  of  social  equality  would  find  respectable  white  people  who  would  associate 
with  him  upon  terms  of  social  equality. 

Question.  If  he  should  select  his  associates  in  that  way,  he  would  have  to  stand  br 
those  associates,  and  would  have  no  othcra  ? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Has  there  been  any  effort  on  the  part  of  the  colored  people  to  thrust  them- 
selves into  social  equality  with  the  white  people  about  Meridian,  so  far  as  you  have 
observed;  or  are  they  disposed  to  keep  their  places? 

Answer,  I  do  not  recollect  any  instance  of  colored  people  attempting  to  thrust  them- 
selves upon  white  people  on  terms  of  social  equality  in  Meridian. 

Question,  There  has  been  then,  on  the  part  of  the  colored  people  about  Meridian,  no 
claim  of  social  equality — no  effort  to  thrust  themselv(»  into  social  circles  with,  the 
whites  ? 

Answer,  I  do  not  recollect  any  particular  instance  of  that  kind. 

Question,  The  negroes  themselves  have  behaved  properly  and  discreetly  in  that  respect, 
so  far  as  you  have  seen  f 

Anmrer.  Yes,  sir;  I  think  they  have,  so  far  as  I  have  seen.  I  have  myself  always 
been  upon  the  most  friendly  terms  with  the  colored  |>cople. 
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QuetiiinL  It  is  veory  easy  to  maintain  friendly  terms  with  tbem  "withont  having  th^ 
social  relations  of  which  yon  speak  f 
Anawer.  Very.    I  have  always  gotten  along  with  them  very  well. 

By  Mr.  Cobubn  : 

QvefHon,  Did  Clopton,  a  short  time  before  he  was  mnrdered,  go  to  see  the  governor  f 

iiuir«r.  As  I  understood,  he  had  Just  returned,  a  day  or  two,  or  two  or  three  days, 
before,  from  a  visit  to  the  governor. 

QwatiM.  What  did  he  go  to  see  the  governor  for  f 

Jwwer.  1  do  not  know  what  he  went  for. 

(^etium.  What  was  it  alleged  he  went  for  f 

Answer,  I  do  not  know  that  I  ever  heard  the  reason  alleged.  I  only  know  that  he 
went  to  see  the  governor,  by  its  being  proved  that  he  said  in  his  speech  that  he  had 
been  to  see  Governor  Alcorn  and  got  no  satisfaction. 

QMatio*,  Was  it  in  reference  to  these  difficulties  that  were  going  on  f 

Anmoer,  It  is  likely  it  was ;  but  I  do  not  know. 

QMestUm,  Yon  have  said  that  Clopton  was  a  turbulent  and  bad  man ;  that  he  had  had 
many  difficulties ;  was  drunken  and  disorderly ;  do  you  know  anything  about  that 
matter  t 

AMwer,  1  have  not  often  seen  him  drunk ;  but  he  was  rather  a  boisterous,  violent 
nun. 

QuaHon.  Have  you  any  personal  knowledge  of  any  difficulties  that  he  had  had,  or 
do  joa  speak  from  mere  rumor  f 

Amwer.  I  do  not  know  that  I  saw  him  in  any  personal  difficulties ;  but  I  know  from 
his  having  been  in  court  several  times  that  he  has  had  difficulties  frequently  with 
penons. 

QwaHon.  White  or  black  persons  f 

An$wrr,  Sometimes  black  persons,  but  generally  white. 

By  Mr.  Stevisnsok  : 

Queatum,  How  long  have  you  been  practicing  law  In  Meridian  f 

Anawer,  Since  August,  1865. 

Queation.  From  what  Statd  did  you  go  there  f 

Anawer,  From  the  State  of  Missouri.  I  joined  the  confederate  army,  and  when  the 
var  ended  I  was  left  there.  I  could  not  practice  my  profession  in  Missouri  on  account 
of  the  test-oath,  and  for  that  reason  I  did  not  return.    I  located  in  Meridian. 

Qneation,  Yon  are  then  what  they  call  a  carpet-bagger  f 

Anawer,  Yes,  sir;  I  suppose  yon  might  call  me  in  one  sense  a  carpet-bagger;  but  I 
did  not  go  there  to  get  an  office  from  the  freedmen. 

QuatioH,  Your  county  is  a  laige  republican  county,  is  it  notf 

Anawer.  No,  sir. 

Qataticm.  It  voted  for  Alcorn,  did  it  not  f 

Anawer,  Yes,  sir ;  it  voted  for  Alcorn ;  but  if  you  daw  the  vote  by  the  relative 
fltrength  of  the  white  and  colored  voters  they  are  about  equal. 

Quaiion.  Are  there  no  white  republicans  there  T 

Anawer.  Very  few. 

QneadUm.  Was  not  Judge  Bramlette  a  republican! 

Anawer.  Yes,  sir. 

QneatUm.  The  mayor  f 

Anawer.  Yes,  sir. 

Qnnium.  And  the  other  man  who  wanted  the  mayor's  office— the  man  whowai 
tomedoutf 

Anawer,  Yes,  sir. 

Qneatitm.  The  sheriff? 

Anawer.  Yes,  sir. 

Qneaiwn.  When  was  this  Mississippi  Ku-Klux  act  passed! 

Anawer.  1  think  it  was  passed  m  1870.  It  was  passed  by  the  legislature  that 
adjonmed  a  month  or  two  i^ro. 

QatatUnu  The  le^slature  elected  when  Mr.  Alcorn  was  elected  f 

Anawer.  I  think  it  was  passed  by  that  legislature. 

Qneatifm.  That  is  considered  a  moderate  republican  legislature,  is  it  not  f 

Anawer.  I  think  it  is  quite  ultra  in  some  respects.  I  do  not  think  it  a  moderate 
republican  legislature. 

Qneation,  Mr.  Alcorn  carried  yonr  county  by  a  very  heavy  minority  t 

Anaifer.  He  did.  That  was  because  the  white  people  would  not  take  an  interest  in 
the  election,  and  would  not  vote. 

Qnaiiim.  He  got  1,523  votes  against  970  7 

Anawer.  One- third  of  the  white  people  did  not  vote. 

QHation.  Yon  consider  the  legislature  which  passed  the  Ku-Klux  act  a  very  extreme 
iegialatnre.  Do  you  not  think  that  the  Ku-Klux'  act  was  Justified  by  the  circnm- 
stanceaf 
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Answer,  I  think  that  an  act  of  that  kind  ought  to  be  passed,  and  I  think  that  men 
vrho  go  about  in  disguise  in  that  way  ought  to  be  punished. 

Question,  There  were  facts  existing  in  your  State,  according  to  your  opinion,  which 
called  for  that  kind  of  legislation,  were  there  not  T 

Answer,  I  do  not  know  that  there  were  facts  of  that  kind  existing.  It  was  believed 
by  many  persons  that  there  were. 

Question,  Did  not  you  believe  it  f 

Answer,  Well,  I  think  that  there  were  persons  that  went  about  sometimes  in  dis- 
guise, jfrom  all  I  can  learn ;  but  I  cannot  say  that  I  believe  there  was  a  regular  organ- 
ized band  of  Ku-Klux  anywhere  in  the  State. 

Question.  RcjB;u]ar  or  irregular,  do  you  not  believe  the  Eu-Klux  have  been  and  are  in 
the  State  of  Mississippi  ? 

Answer,  Well,  I  have  no  knowled^  of  there  being  organized  bodies  of  men  called 
Ku-Klux.  I  believe  there  are  sometimes  persons  who  go  about  in  disguise  and  commit 
crimes. 

Question,  But  you  have  no  belief  as  to  whether  there  are  Ku-Klux  in  that  State  f 

Answer,  Well,  I  did  not  say  that  I  had  no  belief. 

Question,  I  asked  you  for  your  belief. 

Answer.  Well,  I  believe  that  there  are  persons  who  go  about  in  disguise ;  and  I  sap- 
pose  persons  who  are  disguised  are  called  Ku-Klux— are  generally  so  regarded. 

QuesHon,  Is  it  not  generally  believed  among  men  of  ^  parties  that  there  are  Ko- 
Klux  there  ? 

Answer,  It  is  generally  believed  among  the  colored  people  there  ^  and  some  among 
the  white  people  believe  it. 

Question,  Do  democrats  generally  deny  it  f 

Answer,  Democrats  generally  deny  that  there  are  oiganized  bodies  of  them  that  have 
regular  meetings  and  regular  proceedings. 

QutstUm.  I  do  not  see  whether  it  makes  much  difference  whether  they  have  regular 
proceedings  or  not,  if  they  gather  together  in  bands  and  commit  outrages ;  do  you  f 

Answer,  No,  sir. 

Question,  Do  they  deny  the  occurrence  of  such  things  t 

Answer,  They  do  not  deny  that  persons  in  disguise  go  about  at  times  and  commit 
crimes ;  and  those  persons  are  generally  regarded  as  Ku-Klux,  and  so  called. 

QuesiUm,  You  say  that  the  mayor  was  generally  charged  with  being  partial  in  hia 
office  to  the  colored  people  there.  Is  it  not  a  part  of  bis  duty  to  keep  or^r  in  Meridian  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  To  protect  the  citizens  against  lawlessness  and  Tiolence  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  You  say  that  a  band  of  men  came  over  from  Alabama  on  several  occasions 
and  took  colored  men  out  of  Meridian  into  Alabama  without  warrant  of  law  f 

Answer,  I  did  not  state  that  they  came  on  several  occasions. 

Question,  You  said  that  they  took  one  man  on  one  occasion,  and  two  afterward. 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  I  stated  that  on  one  occasion  a  body  of  men  came  over,  as  they 
alleged,  to  be  present  at  the  trial  of  Price,  and  when  they  got  off  the  cars  they  discov- 
ered one  or  two  freedmen,  who  they  said  had  committed  a  larceny  in  Alabama,  and 
they  arrested  them,  and  when  they  went  away  carried  them  with  them. 

Question,  They  arrested  them  and  kept  them  in  confinement  till  they  went  back  f 

Answer,  I  presume  they  kept  them  in  confinement ;  I  do  not  know  where  they  kept 
them.  I  also  stated  that  on  one  occasion  previous  to  that  a  deputy  sheriff  came  over 
and  arrested  a  colored  man,  and  if  he  had  any  requisition  I  do  not  know  it  \  I  never 
heard  it  stated  that  he  had  a  requisition. 

Question,  If  he  had  had  a  requisition  the  man  would  have  been  arrested,  the  question 
of  his  identity  tried,  and  if  he  had  been  ac^udged  to  be  the  man,  he  would  have  been 
taken  back  f 

Answer,  That  would  have  been  the  regular  proceeding. 

Question,  There  was  no  such  proceeding  ? 

Answer,  No,  sir  j  he  was  simply  arrested,  put  on  the  train,  and  carded  off. 

Question,  Now,  is  there  not  a  law  of  the  State  of  Mississippi  punishing  such  proceed- 
ings as  that  ?    Is  there  not  a  law  against  kidnapping  f 

Aiiswer,  Yes,  sir;  it  is  a  section  of  the  old  code. 

Question,  The  code  of  1857  f 

Ansu)er,  Yes,  sir. 

QuesHon,  That  law  is  section  36,  articles  186,  187,  and  188,  making  it  a  peuitentiarr 
offense  for  a  man  to  carry  another  out  of  the  State  against  his  will  without  warrant  of 
law? 

Anstper,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Then  those  men  committed  that  offense,  did  they  not? 

Anstver,  Yes,  sir,  according  to  the  letter  of  that  statute,  it  would  seem  they  did. 
*  Question.  Is  it  not,  according  to  the  spirit  and  purpose  of  the  statute? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  but  suppose  the  men  who  were  taken  over  there  were  really  guilty 
of  larceny — were  tried,  found  guilty,  and  punished. 
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Question,  Does  that  make  auy  difference? 

Answer.  So  far  as  the  letter  of  the  law  is  concerned,  it  would  not. 

Qwation,  Would  it  be  any  defense  if  those  men  were  indicted  and  tried  in  the  State 
of  Mississippi  for  kidnapping  f 

Answer,  It  might  be  a  mitigation. 

Question,  Bat  would  it  be  a  defense  f 

Answer,  I  do  not  think  it  conld  be  set  up  as  a  le^al  defense ;  bat  it  might  be  a  reason 
vrhy  a  grand  jury  would  not  find  a  bill,  because,  sQthough  the  letter  of  the  law  might 
have  b^n  violated,  yet  through  that  means  the  guilty  would  have  been  punished. 

Quesiioiu  Woold  you  excuse  a  grand  Jury  for  not  findine  a  bill  on  the  ground  that 
the  men  had  been  charged  with  an  offense  in  another  State  T 

Answer,  Well,  I  do  not  know  that  I  would ;  but  it  would  be  quite  a  mitigating 
circumstance. 

Question,  Did  the  mayor  do  anything  to  protect  the  colored  people  or  to  cause  the 
panisfament  of  these  men  f 

Answer,  No,  sir;  not  that  I  know  of. 

Ques^on,  Were  not  the  colored  people  dissatisfied  with  the  mayor  because  of  his 
coarse  in  that  respect  ? 

Answer.  1  do  not  know  whether  they  were  or  not ;  but  the  mayor  did;  about  that 
time,  I  think,  and  it  was  said  for  that  reason,  apply  to  the  governor  or  to  the  proper 
aathorities,  and  had  some  United  States  troops  sent  there.  They  were  kept  there  a 
day  or  two  and  then  sent  away. 

Question,  Was  it  not  after  the  fire  that  the  troops  came  there  f 

Answer,  My  recollection  is  that  some  troops  were  brought  there  a  day  or  two  after 
these  men  were  taken  and  carried  to  Alabama  f 

Question,  United  States  troops  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  How  do  you  account  for  so  many  men  being  in  the  conrt-house  armed  on 
that  trial  f 

Answer,  Well,  on  acconnt  of  the  excitement  at  the  fire  on  the  Saturday  night  pre- 
TioQs,  and  the  riotous  and  hostile  demonstrations  of  Clopton  and  other  colored  men, 
daoger  was  apprehended  by  the  white  people ;  and  for  that  reason  I  think  the  white 
sieu  armed  themselves  generally.    I  think  so. 

Question.  Are  there  a  good* many  colored  people  living  in  that  county  who  came  from  ' 
Sofflter  County,  Alabama,  on  account  of  the  troubles  there  T 

Answer.  All  I  know  about  that  is  that  I  have  understood  that  after  Price  came  there 
he  influenced  a  good  many  colored  people  to  come  from  Sumter  County,  Alabama. 

Question.  Was  it  not  alleged  that  there  were  Ku-Klux  in  Sumter  County,  Alabama, 
so  that  for  that  reason  the  colored  people  thought  themselves  safer  in  Mississippi  f 

Auswer.  The  reason  I  heard  given  for  it  was  that  Price  induced  them  to  come. 

Question,  You  did  not  hear  the  other  reason  assigned  T 

Answer.  I  never  heard  the  other  reason.  I  have  heard  it  charged  that  there  were 
Ka-Klux  in  adjoining  counties  of  Alabama. 

Question,  In  Sumter  County  and  other  counties  ac^oining  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Do  you  in  Meridian  consider  this  section  of  the  code  against  kidnapping, 
irlucb  I  have  quoted,  to  be  a  dead  letter  f 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  we  do  not  consider  it  a  dead  letter. 

Qu^iHon,  I  understand  from  your  testimony  that  you  enforced  the  law  against  seareh- 
ing  colored  men's  houses  without  a  warrant,  and  looking  for  pigsf 

Answer,  I  learned  from  Joe  Williams  himself  that  an  indictment  was  found  against 
him  as  a  justice  of  the  peace,  (the  particular  charge  in  the  indictment  I  do  not  know,) 
Wauae  he  verbally  authorized  some  white  persons  or  colored  persons  (I  don't  recol- 
lect which)  to  go  and  seareh  colored  persons'  premises  for  a  pig,  and  gave  no  warrant 
in  writing. 
Question,  So  that  colored  men's  pigs  are  protected  f 
Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Quesium.  It  would  seem  from  that  that  there  is  a  disposition  to  discriminate  in  favor 
of  a  pig  rather  than  a  colored  man  f 
Answer,  No,  sir ;  I  do  not  know  that  there  is  a  disposition  to  discriminate  in  favor  of 

a  pig. 
Question,  Of  which  do  the  democrats  think  the  most,  their  pigs  or  the  free  negroes  ? 

In  other  words,  do  they  think  more  of  their  property  or  of  their  colored  fellow-citizens  f 
A.nswer,  As  a  matter  of  property  I  suppose  they  consider  most  the  pig ;  but  I  do  not 

believe  that  there  is  a  respectable  white  man  there  who  thinks  more  of  a  pig  than  he 

fioes  of  a  human  being. 
Qu^ion,  I  infer  from  this  that  there  must  be  some  bad  men  in  the  democratic  party 

there? 
Answer.  There  are  bad  men  there  as  there  are  in  all  other  communities. 
Question.  Even  in  the  democratic  party  T 
Answer,  Even  in  the  democratic  party. 
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Queaiion.  Can  you  name  some  of  them  ? 
Anmcer.  Well,  sir,  I  do  not  know  that  I  can  name  them. 
Question,  You  know  who  they  are,  do  you  not  t 

Answer.  1  do  not  know  that  it  would  lie  advisable  to  single  men  out  and  call  them 
had  names.    I  should  think  such  a  question  as  that  would  not  be  insisted  upon. 

Question,  You  have  very  freely  given  the  names  of  bad  colored  men,  and  said  all  you 
could  a^inst  them,  although  they  are  dead.  I  have  aaked  you  for  the  names  of  some 
bad  white  men,  and  you  decline  to  give  them.    I  do  not  press  the  question. 

Anstoer,  I  gave  the  names  of  bad  colored  men  because  they  were  charged  with  crime, 
and  were  on  trial  for  crime,  and  were  killed  in  a  riot.    You  asked  me  to  give  you  the 
names  of  white  persons  who  were  bad  men,  against  whom  no  such  charges  had  been 
made,  and  I  declined  to  do  it. 
Question.  Were  not  the  violent  acts  committed  at  that  riot  done  by  bad  white  men  f 
Answer,  I  believe  there  were  acts  committed  that  night  by  bad  white  men;   for 
instance,  the  burning  of  the  church,  the  burning  of  Aaron  Moore's  house,  and  the  kill- 
ing of  those  three  negroes  taken  from  the  custody  of  the  sheriff.    I  think  every  man 
oondemns  that. 
Question,  One  had  his  throat  cut  after  he  was  shot  T 

Anstcer,  I  understand  that  Clopton's  throat  waa  cut  after  ho  had  been  shot. 
Question,  Did  not  bad  men  do  those  acts  f 

Answer,  1  should  think  it  would  be  quite  an  unfeeling  man  who  would  cut  a  man'S 
throat  (however  bad  a  man  ho  might  be)  after  he  wa«  wounded.  I  do  not  think  any 
respectable  man  justifies  the  burning  of  the  church  and  Aaron  Moore's  house,  and  the 
killing  of  those  negroes.  On  the  contrary,  it  wa^ unanimously  denounced  at  a  public 
meeting  held  the  next  day ;  that  is,  the  burning  of  the  church  and  the  house. 
Question,  Who  is  supposed  there  to  have  done  those  things? 
Anstcer,  Which  things? 

Qnestion,  Those  outrages  you  have  just  mentioned? 

Answer,  I  believe,  and  it  is  generally  believed  there,  that  men  who  are  not  citizens  of 
Lauderdale  burned  Aaron  Moore's  house,  burned  the  colored  Baptist  church,  and  took 
those  three  men  at  night  from  the  custody  of  the  sheriff  and  shot  them. 
QuesUon.  Do  you  mean  to  say  that  those  men  from  Alabama  did  it  ? 
Answer.  Men  who  were  strangers  there,  and  were  probably  from  Alabama.    I  will 
not  say  they  were  from  Alabama  when  I  do  not  know  it  as  a  fact. 
Question,  Is  there  no  belief  as  to  who  cut  that  man's  throat? 

Answer,  Some  persons  may  know ;  I  do  not  know.  I  never  heard  any  particular 
person  charged  with  it. 

Question,  Do  you  belong  to  any  organization  of  white  men  ? 
Answer,  I  belong  to  a  conservative  or  democratic  club. 
Question,  Is  that  a  part  of  the  organization  of  the  democratic  party  t 
Ansu>er,  Yes,  sir.    It  is  a  club  we  have  had  organized  there  for  some  oonaiderable 
time. 

Question,  Is  it  a  part  of  the  regular  organization  of  the  democratic  party,  or  is  it  a 
side  club? 
Answer,  You  may  call  it  a  part  of  the  regular  organization. 
Question.  Do  you  belong  to  any  other  organization  of  white  men  ? 
Answer,  No,  sir,  I  do  not. 

Question,  Do  you  belong  to  the  order  of  Pale  Faces  ? 

Answer,  1  do  not  belong  to  that  order ;  I  do  not  know  anything  about  it.         ^ 
Question,  Do  you  belong  to  the  order  of  the  Knights  of  the  White  Camelia? 
Answer,  1  do  not  belong  to  that  order,  and  do  not  know  anything  about  it. 
Question,  You  do  not  belong  to  any  of  those  secret  organizations  ? 
Anstcer,  None  of  them. 
Question,  Is  that  democratic  club  secret  ? 

Answer,  Any  person  could  go  to  their  meetings  who  wanted  to ;  we  do  not  exclade 
persons  at  all. 

Question,  What  are  your  terms  of  admission  ?  What  are  the  qualifications  required  of 
a  member  ? 

Anstcer.  He  must  convince  us  that  he  is  a  democrat,  that  he  believes  in  the  same 
principles  that  we  do,  and  haa  the  same  objects  in  view  that  we  have. 
Question.  Are  any  colored  men  admitted  into  it  ? 

Answer,  I  do  not  know  of  any  colored  men  being  in  it.  Very  few  colored  men  act  with 
the  democratic  party  down  with  us. 

Question,  Would  a  colored  man  be  eligible  ? 
Anstcer,  I  suppose  he  would  be. 
Question,  Has  the  club  any  constitution  ? 

Anstcer,  Well,  it  has  been  so  long  aince  I  attended  it  (it  is  some  time  since  the  last 
election)  that  I  do  not  know  much  about  it.  They  did  have  a  constitution  then.  Tbeir 
regular  meetings  are  not  held  now.  They  had  a  constitution  and  by-laws,  such  as  those 
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dobs  nstuklly  haye,  providing  for  the  election  of  a  president,  vice-pregident,  secretarjr. 
treasurer,  &c. 

QuefHion.  Did  it  have  anv  means  by  which  one  member  could  recognize  any  other? 

Jnnrer.  There  were  no  signs  or  grips,  or  anything  of  that  kind. 

Quatiom,  No  passwords  or  anything  of  that  sort  f 

Answer,  No.  sir. 

Qnm^an,  Did  the  constitution  contain  any  obligation  that  one  member  of  the  club 
shonld  aid  another  in  trouble  ? 

Jiutra'.  It  did  not  contain  those  things. 

Queitiom.  Nothing  of  the  sort  f 

Answer,  No,  sir  ;  it  was  a  political  club,  gotten  up  in  the  usual  way  of  political  clubs. 
They  are  generally  gotten  up  just  preceding  an  election ;  and  after  the  election  is 
oTer  they  hold  no  regular  meetings. 

QuieHkm.  To  your  knowledge,  is  there  any  secret  organization  or  society  of  white  men 
iu  that  town  or  county  f 

Answer.  There  may  be ;  I  do  not  know  the  fact  myself. 

QvestUm,  Have  you  reason  to  believe  it  f 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Beck  : 

(Question,  This  democratic  club  of  which  you  speak  is  simply  an  old-fashioned  club, 
BQch  as  every  political  party  has  in  order  to  keep  together— an  organization  without 
secrecy  or  anything  of  that  kind  f  You  simply  expect  all  who  come  there  to  be  dem- 
ocrats f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Questifm.  I  understood  you  to  say  that  this  charge  against  Price  for  abusing  negroes 
vae  within  the  last  six  months  ? 

Answer.  I  think  it  was  in  January  or  February. 

QuesiUm.  Then  it  was  within  the  last  six  months  f 

Answer.  I  think  it  was. 

Qnatim.  And  that  was  dismissed  by  the  officers  of  the  law,  by  consent  on  both 
udesf 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  ' 

Qwstm.  The  court  there,  in  the  administration  of  justice,  was  disturbed  by  the 
threatened,  if  not  attempted,  assault  by  a  witness  under  examination  upon  Tyler  f 

Answer.  Well,  as  I  stated 

QwiUon.  Was  it  not  the  fact  that  the  disturbance  began  by  the  witness  attempting 
to  go  to  Tyler  f   . 

Answer.  Yes,  sir  ;  that  was  a  part  of  what  created  the  disturbance. 

QnestUm.  And  two  of  the  negroes  who  were  charged  at  that  time  were  killed  in  con- 
Mciuence  of  the  proceedings  that  occurred  afterward  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

QnesUtm.  And  three  more  who  were  arrested  after  the  fire  were  also  murdered  in 
the  same  way  b^  some  one  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Then  Moore's  house  was  burned  and  also  the  colored  Baptist  church  T 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Qseslfoiu  And  some  time  prior  to  that  Williams  had  been  killed  in  that  county  t 

Answer.  Some  six  months  or  more  before. 

QneiUon.  And  at  least  three  negroes  were  carried  away  out  of  the  county  unlaw- 
fully I 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Ques^on.  Now,  has  there  been  any  arrest  or  trial  of  anybody  for  any  one  of  these 
offenses  f 

Atmeer.  You  have  reference  to  the  Williams  matter  ? 

QumUon.  I  have  reference  to  all  the  occurrences  I  have  named.  Price  was  arrested, 
of  course.  But  for  the  disturbance  of  the  court,  for  the  killinc  of  two  of  the  negroes 
who  were  on  trial  and  of  the  three  who  were  subsequently  in  the  custody  of  the  sheriff, 
for  the  burning  of  Moore's  house  aud  the  church,  for  the  carrying  away  of  those  negroes, 
or  for  the  killing  of  Williams,  has  anybody  been  arrested  or  tried! 

Antwer.  In  each  one  of  those  cases  some  persons  were  charged  and  underwent  ex- 
amination. Judce  Leachman  held  to  bail  a  number  of  persons,  as  will  be  shown  by  the 
t«$timony  taken  before  him  ;  he  held  them  to  answer  to  the  circuit  court  for  what  they 
diii  on  the  day  of  the  riot.  A  young  man,  whose  name  I  forget,  was  arrested,  charged 
Jfith  having  something  to  do  with  the  killing  of  Joe  Williams.  That  matter  was  brought 
before  Judge  Bramlette.    There  was  no  evidence  against  him,  and  he  was  discharged. 

Qnesiion.  In  view  of  these  facts  and  these  results,  do  you  still  adhere  to  the  opinion 
yon  gave  in  the  beginning  of  your  examination,  that  the  law  is  as  faithfully  adminis- 
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tered  in  Mississippi,  and  tbst  life  and  property  are  as  secure  there  as  in  anj  other  part 
of  the  United  States  f 

Ansfcer,  Well,  when  I  said 

Qweaiion,  I  simply  want  to  know  whether  you  adhere  to  that  opinion  given  in  the 
beginning  of  your  testimony. 

2.n9wer,  When  I  said  that  the  criminal  law  was  executed  there  as  well  as  the  crim- 
inal law  is  executed  generally  in  the  country,  I  did  not  mean  to  say  that  there  were  not 
any  more  men  killed  there  than  there  were  in  some  other  parts  of  the  country.  I  simply 
meant  to  say  that  whenever  crimes  are  committed,  there  is  an  investigation  had,  as 
much  so  as  in  the  country  generally. 

Question.  In  view  of  these  facts  occurring  within  the  period  you  have  indicated,  do 
you  still  adhere  to  the  opinion  that  the  execution  of  the  law  is  as  efficient  and  life  and 
property  are  as  secure  in  the  State  of  Mississippi  as  in  other  parts  of  the  United  States  f 

Answer,  Well,  I  do  not  know  that  I  will  state  that  life  is  as  secure  there  as  in  other 
parts  of  the  country  so  far  as  regards  the  number  of  men  who  are  killed ;  but  I  mean 
to  say  that  investigations  are  h(M  and  attempts  are  made  to  find  out  who  are  guilty,  as 
much  so  there  as  generally  in  the  country.  I  believe  that  there  are  more  men  killed  in 
some  localities  of  the  Southern  States  perhaps  than  there  are  elsewhere. 

By  Mr.  Beck  : 

Quesiiim*  Bo  you  not  believe  from  the  information  yon  have,  and  from  official  data 
which  you  may  have  read,  that  there  are  more  child-murders  in  the  city  of  Boston 
alone  than  there  are  murders  of  all  kinds  in  the  State  of  Mississippi',  from  one  end  of 
it  to  the  other  f 

Answer,  Well,  if  the  reports  I  see  in  the  newspapers  and  periodicals  are  true,  I  sbonld 
think  that  there  were. 

Question,  In  other  words,  different  communities  have  different  orders  of  crime  f 

Answer.  Certainly. 

Question,  A  fellow  who  would  go  into  a  man's  house  in  the  garb  of  a  preacber  and 
seduce  his  daughter,  and  a  doctor  who  would  go  there  and  produce  abortions,  would, 
in  your  estimation,  be  as  bad  Ku-Klux  as  the  fellows  who  go  in  the  night  and  whip 
people? 

Anstcer.  I  should  think  it  would  be  equally  bad  crime. 

Question,  As  different  communities  have  different  orders  of  crime,  your  people  have 
always  been,  perhaps,  more  violent  than  some  other  communities  f 

Answer.  Wo  had  more  cases  of  killing  before  the  war  than  there  were  in  the  Northern 
States.    I  suppose  every  man  will  concede  that  fact. 

Question.  When  a  man  is  called  a  liar  in  your  community,  he  is  apt  to  fight  back 
instead  of  suing? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir;  but  so  far  as  criminal  acts  are  concerned,  I  do  not  know  that  more 
of  them  are  committed  in  the  States  that  were  formerly  slave  States  than  in  the 
Northern  States. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question,  In  all  your  reading  with  reference  to  Boston,  or  any  other  city  of  the 
United  States^  have  you  learned  of  any  organized  body  of  men,  in  any  such  city,  for 
the  purpose  or  committing  crime,  or  of  defending  or  excusing  it;  I  mean  the  crime  of 
abortion  or  any  other  crime  ? 

Answer,  1  do  not  know  that  I  have  learned  from  my  reading  that  there  is  any  organ- 
ized band  of  x)er8ons  there  whose  object  is  to  commit  crime  or  bring  about  abortions. 

Question.  Or  to  defend  those  who  do  commit  crime  ? 

Ansiver.  No,  sir;  but  I  have  read  a  great  deal  about  the  common  habit  of  physicians 
and  others  of  procuring  abortions,  and  especially  in  the  New  England  States. 

Question.  Do  you  believe  that  there  is  no  body  of  organized  men  in  the  State  of 
Mississippi  for  the  purpose  of  committing  crime  or  of  defending  it  ? 

Answer,  Well,  sir,  I  do  not  believe  that  there  is  a  body  of  men  organized  in  Missis- 
sippi for  the  purpose  of  committing  crime  and  of  defending  those  who  do  commit  it, 
though  there  may  be.  I  cannot  say  I  believe  there  is  a  body  of  men  organized  for  that 
purpose. 

Question,  What  do  you  understand  to  be  the  objects  of  the  Eu-Klux,  if  they  are 
organized  ? 

Answer,  Well,  I  have  always  understood  that  the  Ku-Klux  originated  in  Tennessee; 
that  it  was  brought  about  by  the  odious  political  condition  of  the  country  as  to  the 
white  people ;  that  it  was  to  protect  the  white  people  against  outrages  committed  npoa 
thera  by  the  opposite  party. 

Question,  Did  you  get  that  information  from  anybody  who  was  a  member  of  it? 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  I  have  simply  understood  that. 

Question.  You  have  no  positive  information  about  it  ? 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  I  have  no  positive  information  in  regard  to  it. 
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By  Mr.  Beck: 

QueaUon,  In  yoar  section  of  the  country  can  a  democratic  negro  vote  the  democratio 
ticket  without  being  persecuted  by  his  ne^ro  brethren  f 

Ansver,  Well,  I  have  known  some  to  vote  the  democratio  ticket  who  were  not  inter- 
fered with.  I  have  heard  of  instances  of  their  being  interfered  with ;  and  I  have 
beartl  freedmen  say  that  they  were  afraid  to  vot«  that  ticket,  that  they  might  be 
interfered  with. 

(Question.  By  those  of  their  own  color  f 

Answer,  By  those  of  their  own  color.  That  was  a  year  or  two  ago.  I  wish  to  make 
one  explanation  in  reference  to  my  testimony.  I  do  not  want  to  do  anybody 
injostlce.  I  have  been  asked  during  my  examination  how  the  fire  at  Meridian  origi- 
nated, according  to  the  opinion  of  the  people  generally ;  and  I  said  that  the  people 
generally  believed  that  it  originated  in  Theodore  Sturges's  house,  and  that  the  owners 
of  the  house  had  something  to  do  with  the  origin  of  it,  or  were  cognizant  of  the  fact. 
Now  JSlr.  Theodore  Sturges  is  a  man  that  I  have  respect  for ;  and  while  there  are  some 
people  who  believe  that,  there  are,  I  suppose,  a  good  many  others  who  do  not  believe  it. 

By  the  Chaibman  : 

Question,  Were  there  not  as  many  people  who  believed  otherwise,  taking  the  whites 
and  blacks  together  f 

AfuiKtr.  Probably  there  are.  The  statement  I  made  before  on  this  subject  I  would 
like  to  have  left  out  of  my  testimony. 

The  CHAIRMAI9.  The  statement  you  have  just  made  in  explanation  will  appear  aa 
part  of  your  examination. 


[See  page  115.] 
A  fuU  report  of  the  te$iimonif  taken  hrfore  the  Hon,  JR.  Leachman,  judge  of  the  sixth  circuit 
courts  district  of  the  State  of  Miseiseippi,  on  the  examination  of  the  cases  of  The  State  vs. 
James  A.  Brantley  and  others,  charged  with  a  riot  in  the  dty  of  Meridian,  Mississippi,  on 
iheGthofMardi,  IS71. 

The  State  of  Mississippi,  Lauderdale  County: 

W.  S.  Patton,  being  duly  sworn,  deposed  as  follows : 

I  am  a  citizen  of  Meridian  and  am  marshal  of  the  city.  I  was  present  when  a  riot 
took  place  in  this  court-house  on  the  6th  of  March,  1  Wl,  as  an  officer  of  the  court. 

Several  ^rsons  had  testified.  It  seems  that  Warren  Tyler  and  others  had  been 
charged  with  disorderly  conduct,  and  were  being  examined  before  Judge  Bramlette. 
Mr.  James  Brantley  was  called  to  th&  stand.  His  testimony  was  short.  I  think  Cap- 
taio  Ford  toid  him  to  be  seated.  I  think  he  stated  he  had  heard  either  Tyler  or  some 
one  had  stated  that  Tyler  had  used  certain  language ;  cannot  give  the  language.  Mr. 
Brantley  attempted  to  take  his  seat,  and  Tyler  told  him  to  keep  the  stand.  Mr.  Brant- 
ley bad  taken  his  seat.  I  told  Mr.  Brantley  to  get  up,  and  he  immediately  ai'ose.  U'yler 
«ud  he  watit«d  to  bring  in  tw.o  witnesses  to  impeach  Mr.  Brantley's  testimony.  When 
that  remark  was  made,  Mr.  Brantley  reached  over  and  got  hold  of  my  stick,  which  was 
lying  on  the  table.  I  caught  hold  of  Mr.  Brantley ;  told  him  ho  must  desist.  He  made 
^ut  little  if  kny  effort  to  get  away  from  me ;  we  were  standing  in  that  position  when 
the  first  pistol  was  fired.  I  was  holding  him.  I  do  not  know  who  fired  the  first  shot. 
It  canft  from  the  direction  of  the  door  leading  from  the  coui-t-rbom  to  the  sheriff's 
oflBce.  The  reason  I  think  it  came  from  that  direction  is,  I  heard  the  report.  Was  not 
excited  in  the  least.  Bramlette  fell  dead,  shot  thmii^h  the  left  side  of  'the  head.  War- 
ren Tyler  was  standing  at  the  door,  the  rest  were  sitting  down.  Judge  Bramlette's  left 
side  was  turned  to  that  door.  The  last  I  saw  of  Warren  Tyler  after  he  had  risen,  he 
vas  standing  near  that  door  with  a  pistol  in  his  hand.  Gus.  Ford  fell  not  long  after- 
^anl;  did  not  see  him  fall.  He  was  shot  in  the  right  side.  Don't  know  where  Ford 
yas  when  the  first  pistol  was  tired.  I  tliink  I  am  sui-e  Judge  Bramlette  fell  at  the  first 
fin'.  I  did  not  see  a  fiash  or  smoke  from  Tyler's  pistol.  The  firin«j  became  general 
thron'^hout  the  houst!  and  from  all  narts  of  the  house  j  pei-soiis  wei-e  brosikiiig  out  in  every 
Hinction,  and  getting  under  beuclies.  I  did  not  see  a  pistol  tired.  I  only  heard  there- 
lK>rt.s.  I  saw  no  one  armed  with  pistols  but  except  that  nientioued.  I  was  engaged  in 
tn  injr  to  ijudl  the  difficulty.  I  saw  no  one  anued.  I  could  not  name  a  man  who  fire<l 
a  giui  or  made  any  demonstration,  either  whit^j  or  black,  except  those  mentioned.  The 
•lifficiilty  in  the  court-house  did  not  last,  T  think,  exceeding  a  minute.  I  don't  suppose 
tbtie  wi'K*  over  one  hundred  and  twenty-five  in  the  court-room.  I  think  there  Avere 
awre  negi-oes  than  white  folks.  I  believe  almost  all  tlie  crowd  made  their  exit  by  the 
I'Mul  entrance.  I  don't  think  it  was  more  than  five  minutes  before  the  house  was 
cl«'af.  I  rem.nined  in  the  court-house.  I  saw  .lud^e  Bramlette  lying  dead  near  where 
be  iiiiil  been  sitting  as  justice  of  the  i>oace.  Gus.  Ford  was  lying  in  tlie  sherifi"'s  office 
I"  a  dying  state.  J^illy  Clopton,  alias  Dennis,  was  shot  in  the  knee,  in  the  body,  and 
in  the  luuuth.    The  next  I  saw  I  looked  out  of  the  window  of  the  sheriff's  office,  and  saw 
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a  large  crowd  in  the  vicinity  of  my  office,  about  two  hundred  yards  off.  This  was  a 
few  minutes  after  the  court-room  had  been  cleared.  I  did  not  recognize  anybody  in 
that  crowd.  I  could  not  tell  whether  they  were  armed  or  not.  I  uon't  think  there 
was  much  noise  in  the  crowd.  I  heard  some  hallooing  and  guns  fire  after  I  came  back 
into  the  court-room.  Cannot  tell  how  many  shots  were  fired.  The  reports  were  Mat- 
tering. I  do  not  know  what  thoy  were  shooting  at.  I  do  not  know  what  became  of 
Warren  Tyler.  The  last  I  saw  of  him  during  the  riot  he  was  standing  at  the  door  lead- 
ing to  the  sheriff's  office.  I  saw  him  about  an  hour  afterward  lying  dead  in  the  back 
room  of  Sam  Parker's  shoe-shop.  Parker's  shop  is  about  two  hundred  yards  from  th« 
court-house.  It  was  a  little  dark  in  the  room^  and  I  saw  blood  on  his  face  and  breast ; 
supposed  he  had  been  shot.  I  did  not  see  him  any  more,  and  made  no  further  exam- 
ination. I  supiwse  it  was  three  or  half-past  three  when  the  riot  commenced,  and  it 
was  about  halt-past  four  when  I  saw  Tyler's  body  in  the  back  room  of  Parker's  sbop. 
About  this  time  everybody  seemed  a  little  excite<l,  but  no  ver^  great  disorder  or  vio- 
lence was  prevailing.  A  short  time  before  this  I  had  all  the  drinking  saloons  in  town 
closed.  I  knew  Marion  White  and  Isaac  Lee ;  don't  think  I  knew  Henry  Johnson.  I 
saw  Isaac  Lee,  Marion  White,  and  a  man  called  Henry  Johnson  that  evening  about  5 
o'clock,  before  sunset.  I  saw  Isaac  Lee  on  Johnson  avenue,  in  front  of  the  court-hoiwe. 
and  saw  Marion  White  and  a  man  they  called  Heur>'  Johnson  going  up  the  ste^is  lead- 
ing to  the  court-room.  I  saw  them  in  the  sheriffs  office  ou  the  followiug  night  about 
supper-time,  and  they  were  under  arrest.  I  found  them  next  moi*ning  on  the  opposite 
side  of  the  railroad,  in  a  pine  thicket.  They  were  deiul.  I  do  not  know  how  nor  when 
they  left  the  8herifl''8  office,  nor  who  took  them  out.  The  way  I  came  to  know  these 
parties  were  dead,  about  4  o'clock  on  the  morning  of  the  7th  instant  an  unknown  man 
came  to  me  on  the  street,  and  asked  me  if  I  was,  or  are  you  General  Patton,  and  if  I 
was  not  city  marshal.  I  told  him  I  was.  He  then  said,  *'  You  don't  know  me,  bat  I 
know  you.  I  am  from  Georgia,  but  am  now  living,  or  am  from  Alabama.  I  will  leave 
on  the  train  in  about  half  an  hour.  If  you  will  go  across  the  railroad,  back  of  a  little 
store-house  in  a  pine  thicket,  you  will  find  three  dead  negroes."  I  found  the  negroes 
shot,  but  don't  know  by  whom.  I  know  nothing  about  the  burning  of  Aaron  Moore's 
house  and  the  Baptist  church ;  I  merely  saw  them  burning.  I  did  not  see  Mr.  James 
A.  Brantley,  or  any  other  persons  whose  names  I  know,  take  any  other  part  in  the  riot 
in  the  court-house  than  I  have  detailed.  I  did  not  see  Mr.  James  A.  Brantley,  or  any 
other  persons  whose  names  I  know,  in  the  crowd  about  Sam  Parker's  shop.  After  the 
burning  of  Aaron  Moore's  house  Mr.  Williams  and  myself  started  in  that  direction,  and 
saw  the  colored  Baptist  church  burning.  We  went  to  the  church  ;  found  no  one  there 
except  some  negroes  removing  their  things  from  their  houses.  Some  of  the  city  special 
police  came  up.  We  had  stai^ted  back,  when  a  half  dozen  or  a  dozen  unkuown  persons 
came  up,  and  we  left.  I  did  not  see  Mr.  James  A.  Brantley,  or  any  other  persons  whose 
names  I  know,  there  except  those  mentioned. 

W.  S.  PATTON. 

Wednesday  Moknino,  March  15, 1871. 
Samuel  Parkej?,  (colored,)  being  duly  sworn,  deposed  as  follows : 
I  live  in  Meridian  ;  I  am  a  shoemaker ;  I  was  not  in  the  court-room  at  the  time  of 
the  riot ;  I  was  in  my  shop.  When  the  shooting  occurred  in  the  court-room  I  went 
out  of  my  shop  to  the  comer,  and  looked  down  toward  the  court-house,  and  saw  men 
running  toward  my  shop.  I  saw  Warren  Tyler  coming  to  my  shop  the  other  xmy  with 
his  arm  over  two  men's  shoulders ;  I  don't  know  who  these  men  were;  I  know  of  no 
others  following  him.  Mr.  Brantley  did  not  follow  him  nor  any  other  person  I  kne^. 
A  minute  or  two  atlerward  some  peiiions  hunting  for  him  asked  mo  if  Warren  Tyler 
was  in  my  shop,  among  them  Mr.  Wash.  Brautle3\  I  told  them  he  was  not  in  my  shop. 
This  was  Mr.  Wash.  Brantley,  but  not  the  Mr.  Brantley  who  is  now  on  trial.  There 
were  none  others  that  I  knew.  I  saw  several  armed  at  that  time ;  I  saw  two  or  three 
men  trying  to  shoot  me  as  I  came  out  of  the  shop  with  Mr.  Wash.  Brantley,  and  a  lar«:e 
crowd  w«re  pushing  into  the  door,  but  did  not  recognize  them,  as  I  was  excited;  I 
did  not  see  Mr.  Brantley  shoot  at  any  one  or  commit  any  violence ;  I  saw  nothing  of 
the  burning  of  Aai'on  Moore's  house  or  the  Baptist  church  ;  I  was  up-stairs  in  Hobsou'i) 
store,  and  only  saw  the  light  of  the  fire ;  I  was  up-stairs  because  I  was  afraid  of  l»eing 
killed,  as  they  had  shot  Tyler  in  my  house,  and  I  had  told  them  that  he  was  not  in 
there.  My  shop  is  about  three  hundred  yards  from  the  court-house.  I  did  not  hear 
any  noise  at  the  court-house ;  I  saw  nothing  that  was  going  on  on  the  streets ;  1  heard 
men  on  horses  and  shooting  all  night.  From  the  time  of  the  disturbance  through  the 
night  the  shooting  and  noise  was  incessant.  I  saw  among  them  Mr.  Robert  E.  C<de- 
man  and  Mr.  Hugh  Wilson.    Did  not  know  any  others. 

Cross-examined : 
Did  not  see  Mr.  James  A,  Brantley  at  my  shop  at  all.    I  saw  Mr.  Hugli  Wilson  first 
ou  the  sidewalk  near  my  shop.    He  went  in  the  direction  of  Hobson's  store.    I  do  not 
know  from  what  direction  he  came.    When  I  first  saw  him  he  was  on  the  sidewalk,  and 
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inqniml  where  Warren  Tyler  wan.  This  was  about  a  minnte  after  I  saw  "Warren  Ty- 
ler le^iniDg  on  two  men's  shoulders.  I  did  not  know  that  Tyler  was  in  my  shop.  I  do 
not  know  who  the  men  were  with  Warren  Tyler.  They  were  black  men.  I  knew  then  • 
that  Judge  Bramlette  was  killed.  I  met  Hobson  near  the  mayor's  office,  who  told  me. 
He  said  be  did  not  know  who  shot  him.  Ho  said  Warren  Tyier  and  several  others  had 
shot  in  the  court-house.  I  asked  him  if  Warren  Tyler  had  killed  Judge  Bramlette. 
Hobson  said  he  was  so  frightened  he  did  not  know.  The  reason  I  asked  this  was  that 
he  first  mentioned  that  Warren  Tyler  had  shot.  I  heard  others  say  that  there  was 
shooting  in  the  coiirt-honse  before  Hobson  told  me ;  do  not  know  who  they  were.  They 
were  colored  people.  I  have  been  living  in  this  town  ^oing  on  four  years.  There  were 
women  and  men  who  had  gathered  on  the  comer,  looking  as  I  was.  Do  not  think  they 
had  been  in  the  conrt-honse,  but  don't  know.  I  had  not  seen  Warren  Tyler  before  I 
had  this  conversation  w  ith  Hobson.  I  told  the  men  who  inquired  which  way  Warren 
Tyler  had  gone ;  one  of  those  who  asked  was  Hugh  Wilson.  Mr.  Robert  E.  Coleman, 
ftf.,  tried  to  shoot  me,  and  was  prevented  by  his  son,  who  took  hold  of  his  gun.  Others 
tried  to  shoot  me  as  I  ran  out  of  the  house  after  going  in  with  Mr.  Wash.  Brantley.  I 
saw  them  pointing  their  pistols  at  me,  crying,  *'  Shoot  him,  shoot  him.''  No  one  shot 
at  roe  that  I  know  of,  and  the  reason  was  I  kept  a  white  man  between  me  and  them. 
I  rubbed  right  against  some  of  them.  There  were  none  but  white  men  around  me. 
They  tried  to  catch  hold  of  me  but  could  not.  Inside  the  store  one  caught  at  me  and 
pulled  off  ray  hat ;  supposed  he  was  trying  to  catch  me.  I  was  not  present  at  the 
meeting  in  the  court-room — ^at  the  public  meeting  which  took  place  Saturday  evening 
previous  to  the  lire.  I  was  present  at  the  fire  Saturday  night ;  saw  Bill  Clopton  there. 
He  was  drunk,  I  think,  walkinf^  around  with  a  stick.  I  heard  him  say,  "  Let  it  bum." 
I  am  not  certain  whether  he  said  to  the  colored  people,  *^  Don't  help  put  out  the  fire." 
He  was  t4ilking  a  good  deal,  and  when  he  commenced  talking  that  way  I  left  him.  I 
did  not  see  him  try  to  stop  any  one  from  helping  to  put  out  the  fire.  I  did'nt  hear  him 
say,  "Xow  is  onr  time."  I  did  not  hear  him  caU  for  a  meeting  of  the  colored  people. 
After  the  fire  had  stopped,  I  went  to  my  shop ;  did  not  meet  witn  them  that  night,  and 
did  not  see  Warren  Tyler  at  the  fire  nor  know  where  he  was.  I  do  not  know  whether 
or  DOt  the  men  who  inquired  for  Warren  Tyler  at  my  shop  had  orders  from  the  sheriff 
to  arrest  him. 

SAM  PARKER. 


Nelson  Hodoe^  (colored,)  being  duly  sworn,  deposed  as  follows : 
I  am  a  citizen  of  this  place  and  a  merchant.    I  was  not  present  when  the  riot  took 
place  in  the  conrt-room.  * 

Examination  suspended. 


Lemuel  Hobson,  being  duly  sworn,  deposed  as  follows : 

I  am  a  citizen  of  Meridian,  and  a  merchant.  I  was  present  in  the  court-room  when 
the  riot  took  place ;  was  sittin|$  on  the  third  seat  from  the  railing.  Mr.  Brantley  was 
on  the  stand.  Mr.  Brantley  said  he  was  passing  down  the  street  and  he  passed  Wjirren 
T\ler ;  he  did  not  know  him,  but  the  defendant  was  the  man.  Brantley  asked  Warren 
what  was  gc»iug  on,  and  Tyler  replied  that  the  white  folks  were  getting  scared.  Mr. 
Brantley  said  he  contradicted  this,  and  called  him  u  liar  twice.  Mr.  Forat-old  Brantley 
then  to  be  seated.  Warren  Tyler  then  requested  Brantley  to  keep  the  floor,  as  he 
thought  he  could  introduce  two  witnesses  who  would  imi>each  his  testimony.  Mr. 
Brantley  aske4  him  what  he  said,  and  Tyler  repeated  it  again.  Then  Mr.  Brantley 
made  for  a  stick  1>ing  on  the  table.  General  Patton,  who  was  standing  by,  seized  the 
stick,  and  told  Brantley  that  he  could  not  do  that.  And  I  thonght,  aiT«r  General 
Patton  told  him  that,  it  was  over,  and  Mr.  Brantley  was  obeying  what  General  Fatten 
had  told  him.  At  that  time,  whUe  General  Patton  was  preventing  Mr.  Brantley  from 
using  the  stick,  Warren  Tyler  was  walking  off  t4>wanl  the  door  leading  to  the  sheriff's 
office.  As  he  walked,  he  seemed  to  carry  his  hand  toward  his  pocket.  There  were 
some  men  between  me  and  him  then,  and  the  next  I  heard  was  a  shot.  At  tbat  time 
shooting  began  all  over  the  house,  and  I  fell  down  under  the  bench,  and  lay  there  until 
it  was  all  over.  I  heard  General  Patton  exclaim,  "  Gentlemen,  these  things*  will  not 
do;  here  is  Judge  Bramlette  lying  here  dead."  I  saw  no  one  armed.  I  lay  under  the 
bench  until  the  crowd  had  dispersed,  and  then  went  to  my  store  and  found  my  wife 
alarmed  and  crying,  thinking  I  had  been  killed  at  the  court-house.  There  was  no  one 
after  Tyler  at  that  time ;  they  were  all  coming  up  into  the  court-room  to  see  Judge 
Bramlette.  I  went  to  my  store,  closed  the  front  door,  and  put  my  head  out  of  the 
window.  Mr.  Hugh  Wilson  was  on  the  pavement,  and  told  me  to  come  down  and 
open  the  door.  I  did  so.  He  had  several  others  whom  I  did  not  recognize ;  asked  me 
it  Warren  Tyler  was  in  my  store.    Some  of  them  were  armed.    Thought  Mr.  Wilson 
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had  a  Rtick  or  agnn  j  do  not  know.  He  told  me  to  come  ont.  Bein^  excited,  and  seeing 
a  number  of  men  with  euns  around  the  door,  I  refused  to  do  so.  I  was  standing;  in  tho 
door  and  Mr.  Matt  Christmore  took  me  by  the  colhir,  told  mo  if  I  did  not  come  out  I 
would  get  shot,  and  pulled  me  ont.  He  seemed  to  be  advising  me.  Some  one  I  did 
not  recognize  took  me  by  the  head,  put  a  pistol  to  my  temple,  and  tohl  me  to  get 
down  in  the  ditch.  I  had  then  completely  lost  my  mind.  At  this  Dr.  A.  H.  Smith  ran 
up  and  t4)kl  them  to  let  me  alone,  that  he  did  not  think  I  knew  anything  about  Warren 
Tyler.  The  crowd  was  crying  that  Warren  was  in  there,  and  that  if  1  did  not  tell, 
shoot  him,  and  I  gave  up  thinking  they  were  going  to  shoot  me.  Dr.  Smith  shoved 
the  men  off  and  shoved  me  away,  telling  me  to  go  into  my  house.  They  then  all  left 
me.  The  crowd  appeared  to  be  very  angry  and  excited.  They  were  shouting,  **  If  he 
does  not  tell  where  he  is,  shoot  him.^'  I  cannot  tell  how  many  there  were,  probably 
twenty-five;  not  a  hundred.  They  were  alarmed  and  excited  at  the  death  of  Judge 
Brauilette.  Everybotly  was  pursuing  Warren  Tyler,  saying  that  he  had  killed  Judge 
Bramlette.  The  conduct  of  the  crowd  and  the  noise  they  made  alarmed  myself  and 
wife  very  much.  My  wife  was  crying  up-staii*s,  when  I  went  up  the  second  time.  Do 
not  kiioW  where  the  crowd  went.  From  the  time  it  commenced  at  the  court-bouse 
the  disturbance  continued  until  about  9  o'clock  that  night,  when  it  seemed  to  become 
quiet,  until,  about  1  o'clock,  the  bell  rang  for  fire.  I  got  up  and  saw  the  light.  There 
were  persons  riding  about  on  horseback  from  that  time  till  day.  I  did  not  leave  niy 
house,  as  it  is  my  custom  to  remain  at  home  after  closing  up.  I  do  not  know  what 
became  of  Marion  White,  Isaac  Lee,  and  Henry  Johnson.  I  do  not  know  of  any  one 
who  was  engaged  in  killing  of  those  parties.  1  know  of  no  one  who  was  armed  or  who 
committed  an  assault  during  that  night.  About  a  half  hour  after  I  got  away  from  the 
crowd,  I  saw  Warren  Tyler  brought  out  of  Sam  Parker's  shop  dead,  and  his  body  was 
carried  off  in  a  cart  by  his  step-father. 

Cross-examined : 
The  sound  of  the  first  pistol  fired  came  from  the  door  leading  to  the  sheriffs  office. 
I  cannot  say  who  fired  it.  I  had  just  seen  Warren  Tyler  moving  toward  that  door, 
carrying  his  hand  in  his  pocket.  I  was  prevented  from  seeing  Warren  Tyler,  when 
the  first  shot  was  fired,  by  several  persons  rising  from  their  seats,  between  him  and 
me.  I  think  there  were  two  pistols  fired  from  that  door.  I  suppose  I  heanl  a  dozen 
or  twenty  shots  fired  in  the  court-room.  I  cannot  tell  whether  any  were  fired  from 
the  rear  of  the  room  or  not.  As  I  went  up  home  somebody  asked  me  what  was  the 
matter.  I  replied,  somebody  has  killed  Judce  Bramlette.  I  did  not  call  any  names, 
because  I  did  not  know  who  had  shot.  I  diet  not  tell  Sam  Parker  that  Wan-en  Tyler 
and  several  others  hiid  shot  in  the  court-room.  I  was  not  present  at  the  public  meet- 
ing Satnrday,  but  was  at  the  fire  Saturday  night.  I  did  not  see  Billy  Clopton  that 
night.  I  did  not  see  Mr.  James  Brantley  at  any  time  with  the  crowd.  The  crowd 
assembled  at  the  corner  about  five  or  ten  minutes  after  the  shooting  at  the  court- 
room. 

Keexamined : 
At  Parker's  shop  I  made  the  remark  that  there  waa  shooting  at  the  court-room,  and 
that  somebody  had  killed  Judge  Bramlette.    The  crowd  there,  when  I  first  came,  were 
all  colored  men  and  women.    I  do  not  know  whether  Sam  Parker  was  there  or  not. 

LEMUEL  HOBSON. 


Frederick  Bass,  being  duly  sworn,  deposed  as  follows : 

I  am  a  citizen  of  Meridian,  and  a  fiirmer.    I  knew  Isaac  Lee.    I  saw  him  on  the 
street  during  the  disturbance,  in  front  of  the  court-house,  and  he  appealed  to  me  for 

Erotec.ion.  I  went  toward  and  asked  him  what  was  the  matter.  He  told  me  he 
ad  been  shot  while  climbing  a  fence.  I  casually  looked  at  his  wounds,  and  appealetl 
to  the  crowd ;  told  them  I  knew  the  old  man ;  that  he  and  liis  family  had  worked  on 
my  farm  fur  years.  From  my  knowledge  of  bis  general  good  condnct,  I  was  confident 
he  had  nothing  to  do  with  the  difiiculty.  The  crowd  opeueil  and  let  him  go.  I  told 
him  to  go  to  Threefoot's  shop,  and  I  would  come  and  examine  his  wounds.  As  he 
turned  from  me,  some  one  exclaimed,  *'  Stop ;  what  have  you  here  ?*'  They  tapped  his 
coat,  put  their  hands  in  his  pockets,  and  pulled  out  two  large  pi.stols.  Of  course,  1 
could  not  iuterfere  any  further.  Had  some  difficulty  in  appeasing  the  indignation  of 
the  crowd  against  me  for  interfering.  Some  remarked  that  they  thought  1  was  justi- 
fied in  attempting  to  save  him.  They  took  him  and  carried  hiiii  into  the  court-house, 
saying  tht*y  were  going  to  turn  him  over  to  the  authorities.  I  saw  no  more  of  him.  I 
could  not  swear  to  the  identity  of  any  one  in  the  crowd.  I  think  it  was  immediately 
after  the  disturbance  m  the  court-room,  about  3  o'clock  in  the  afternoon. 

Cross-examined : 
It  was  not  more  than  fifteen  minutes  after  I  heard  of  Judge  Bramlette's  death  that 
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I  saw  Isaac  Lee  in  the  crowd  on  the  street.  He  told  me  he  had  been  shot.  I  think  he 
told  me  he  had  been  shot  in  {[getting  over  a  fence,  and  my  impression  was,  it  was  the 
feuc€  iu  rear  of  the  court-house.  The  pistols  found  on  him  were  two  large  brass- 
mounted  dragoon  pistols,  as  I  think.  When  these  were  found  on  him,  I  at  once  thought 
be  bad  come  to  town  with  the  intention  of  participating  in  the  disturbauces,  and  inter- 
fered no  further.  I  don't  remember  that  I  recognized  any  person  in  the  crowd,  ex- 
cept Isaac  Lee. 

FREDERICK  BA£S. 


Dr.  Redwood,  being  duly  sworn,  deposed  as  follows : 

I  reside  in  Meridian,  and  am  a  physician.  I  was  not  in  the  court-house  when  th«« 
difficulty  occurred  on  the  6th  of  March.  I  saw  the  whole  town  in  commotion,  but  did 
not  f^o  near  Sam  Parker's  shop,  and  saw  no  crowd  make  an  attack  on  Warren  Tyler 
I  know  William  Clopton,  alias  Dennis.  I  was  called  to  the  court-bouse  that  evenim. 
to  see  some  wounded  men.  I  saw  Clopton,  who  was  lying  in  the  sheriff's  office,  bleea 
ing  from  wounds.  I  saw  no  violence  done  him,  for  the  reason  that  I  turned  my  back 
aud  walked  off.  I  cannot  identify  any  one  in  the  crowd.  I  examined  Clopton's 
wonods.  He  had  about  five  gun-shot  wounds,  one  of  which,  in  the  cbest,  I  think 
wonld  have  proved  mortal.  I  know  nothing  of  the  fire  of  Moore's  house  or  the  Baptist 
cbnrch.  I  know  of  no  one  who  had  any  connection  with  the  killing  of  Marion  White, 
Isaac  Lee,  and  Henry  Johnson. 

Cross-examined : 
I  tonied  my  back  to  keep  from  seeing  any  violence  done  to  Clopton.  The  whole  town 
(lot  iu  a  stir  immediately  after  the  difficulty  in  the  court-room.  I  made  a  superficial 
exaDiination  of  Judge  Bramlette.  I  think  the  ball  entered  the  left  side  of  the  head, 
from  the  wound  itself,  but  would  not  stat«  positively,  fur  the  reason  that  I  did  not  ex- 
amine particularly. 


M.U28HALL  Weib,  being  duly  sworn,  deposed  as  follows : 

1  am  a  citizen  of  Meridian,  and  have  been  a  policeman  for  two  years.  I  was  present 
on  tbe  6th  of  March  when  the  riot  took  place  in  the  court-room.  I  had  been  there 
rihoQt  ten  minutes.  I  did  not  know  who  had  been  on  tiial.  Mr.  Ford  asked  Mr. 
Bmntley  what  Warren  Tvler  bad  said.  Mr.  Brantley  was  on  the  stand  as  a  witness. 
Af^er  Mr.  Brantley  had  told  what  Tyler  had  said,  Tyler  then  asked  the  court  to  let  him 
iQtmdnce  two  witnesses  to  impeach  what  Mr.  Brantley  had  said.  When  Warren  said 
that,  Mr.  Brantley  reached  for  a  stick  lying  on  the  table.  General  Patton  caught  bold 
of  bim  and  said,  "  Don't  do  that."  While  f  was  looking  at  Messrs.  Patton  and  Brantley, 
a  pistol  went  off,  the  report  of  which  seemed  to  come  from  between  the  doors  leading 
into  the  sheriff's  and  chancery  clerk's  offices.  I  don't  know  who  fired  that  pistol.  After 
the  fint,  everything  seemed  to  be  silent  for  about  a  minute.  Then  the  tiring  became 
Reoeral.  I  cannot  identify  any  one  who  shot.  The  first  language  I  heard,  after  the 
first  shot,  was  from  General  Patton,  who  commanded  the  peace.  This  is  all  I  know  of 
the  riot  in  the  court-house.  Immediately  after  the  firing  ceased,  as  I  walked  out,  I 
uiet  Mr.  Hugh  Wilson  leaning  on  the  banisters  of  the  stairs,  leading  from  the  court- 
house door.  I  remarked  to  him,  "  Mr.  Wilson,  this  is  very  bad."  He  replied,  "Yes, 
Mareliail,  it  is."  Mr.  Wilson  was  not  armed.  I  know  no  man  who  was  armed  around 
the  mayors  office,  or  who  went  into  Sam  Parker's,  or  who  shot  Warren  Tyler.  I  had 
gone  home.  I  knew  Marion  White  and  Isaac  Lee.  I  did  not  know  Henry  .Johnson.  I 
*aw  Marion  White,  Isaac  Lee,  and  a  man  I  supposed  to  be  Henry  Johnson  dead  in  a 
piue  thicket  across  the  railroad.  I  don't  know  how  those  came  to  be  in  that  pine 
thicket.  I  did  not  go  nearer  to  them  than  twenty  feet.  Tliey  were  lying  on  their 
faei^  dead.  I  first  found  out  they  were  dead  about  8  o'clock  on  Tuesday  morning,  after 
the  riot ;  did  not  sec  the  parties  under  arrest  at  the  sheriff's  office :  know  nothing  of 
^hat  caused  the  dcAth  of  these  parties ;  know  nothing  of  the  burning  of  the  Baptist 
church  or  Aaron  Moore's  house,  except  that  I  saw  the  light  between  12  and  1  o'clock ; 
know  nothing  of  the  occurrences  about  the  court-house  and  the  sheriff's  office  on  tho 
QigUt  of  the  otb,  or  the  parties  engaged. 

Cross-examined : 
The  pine  thicket  mentioned  is  across  the  railroad  at  the  foot  of  Lee  avenue,  about  a 
qaarter  of  a  mile  from  the  court-house  j  was  at  the  fire  on  Saturday  night  and  saw 
Clopton  there.    At  that  time  he  was  talking  a  good  deal,  and  seemed  about  half  drunk. 
He  was  cutting  up  cousiderably. 

his 
MARSHALL  -f  WEIE, 
mark. 
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Nelson  Hodges,  beiug  duly  sworn,  deposed  as  follows : 

I  am  a  citizen  of  Meridian,  and  a  merchant.  I  was  at  my  store  after  the  riot  at  the 
court-house,  and  in  about  ten  minutes  a  large  crowd  came  there,  and  as  I  was  irigbtcDed 
and  did  not  know  what  was  the  matter,  I  closed  the  doors.  After  I  closed  the  doors, 
Bouie  one  outside  told  me  to  open  the  doors.  I  opened  the  doors,  and  went  ont,  after 
Mr.  White  told  me  they  would  not  hurt  me.  A  number  of  the  persons  said  Warren 
Tyler  was  in  there.  I  said,  "  Gentlemen,  you  can  go  in  and  see ;  I  give  yon  the  privilege 
of  searching.^'  There  seemed  to  be  about  twenty-five.  Some  had  guns.  The  crowd 
seemed  very  angry  and  excited.  They  searched  around,  and  the  next  thing  I  heard 
was  shooting  in  Sam  Parker's  shop.  I  am  not  positive  how  many  shots  there  were. 
There  were  more  than  three  shots.  I  was  very  much  frightened  by  the  apiiearance  of 
the  crowd  and  the  disturbance  I  had  heard.  The  people  in  the  house  where  I  was 
were  very  much  frightened,  and  a  lady  np-stairs  wa«  crying  and  hallooing  that  tbey 
were  going  to  kill  her.  None  of  the  crowd  made  any  threats  against  me  or  assault  on 
me,  that  I  Know  of.  Some  in  the  crowd  said  that  we  were  good  boys ;  not  to  hurt  oh, 
and  they  left.    I  knew  Marion  White  and  Isaac  Lee.    I  did  not  know  Henry  Johnson 

Cross-examined  : 
Sam  Parker's  shop  is  adjoining  my  house.    I  did  not  know  who  was  in  there  when 
the  crowd  was  around.    The  lady  who  was  crying  np-stairs  was  Hobson's  wife. 

his 

NELSON  -f-  HODGES. 

mark. 


5  a  half  or  three-quarters  of  an  hour  after  the  dififlculty  in  the  court- 
BUt  on  the  errand  for  the  sheriflF;  didn't  know  of  any  guns  being  at  Fair- 


Thomab  J.  Peltok,  being  duly  sworn,  deposed  as  follows : 

On  the  evening  of  the  disturbances  I  was  at  home.  Apparently  there  was  a  great 
deal  of  disturbance.  Men  were  passing  about  armed.  I  was  not  assaulted ;  saw  uo 
guns  fired  and  no  assaults  committed  on  others.  I  saw  strange  faces  in  the  city,  bni 
knew  none  of  the  names  of  the  persons.  They  all  had  guns,  and  were  taking  more  in- 
terest in  a£fairs  than  is  usual  with  strangers.  I  do  not  know  that  there  were  more 
strangers  in  town  than  usual.  I  know  nothing  of  the  burning  of  the  Baptist  cbnrch 
and  Aaron  Moore's  house.  On  Monday  evening,  after  the  disturbance  at  the  court- 
bouse,  I  was  sent  by  the  sheriff  to  get  some  anus  out  of  a  house,  and  was  met  b^  a 
body  of  aimed  men,  who  ordered  me  to  leave  the  city  before  sunrise  next  moraiu^. 
Mr.  James  Gully  was  one  of  them.  I  was  sent  after  the  arms,  I  suppose,  to  get  them 
out  of  the  hands  of  the  negroes.  The  arms  were  at  a  house  just  this  side  of  the  colored 
Methodist  church.  The  hoase  was  owned  by  a  negro  named  Fairlee ;  did  not  execute 
the  eri'and,  bat  knowing  that  I  was  an  obnoxious  man,  went  home  to  keep  out  of  dan- 
ger ;  did  not  see  any  one  go  after  Warren  Tyler ;  know  nothing  of  the  three  negro  men 
who  were  found  in  the  pine  thicket. 

Cross-examined : 

It  was  about  i 
house  that  I  went  < 

lee's  house;  do  not  know  of  anytime  being  kept  anywhere,  except^  for  sale.'  Sturgis 
generally  kept  about  thirty  guns  m  his  store  for  sale. 

Inten-ogatorjf :  Did  you  and  Sturgis,  or  either  of  you,  not  admit  that  Stnrgis  had 
armed  the  negroes  on  the  night  of  the  fire ;  was  this  admission  made,  near  Stnrgis's 
house,  in  the  presence  of  Hugh  Wilson,  John  Lewis,  John  Kline,  aud  others? 

Answer.  1  did  not,  aud  neither  did  Sturgis  in  my  presence. 

I  had  reasons  to  believe  that  the  negroes  would  be  armed  on  the  Saturday  night  of 
the  fire.  I  believed  that  they  would  be  armed,  because  the  report  went  out  that  Bill 
Dennis  was  killed,  and  I  thought  that  would  cause  a  general  hght.  I  have  great  in 
fiueuce  with  the  negroes,  and  had  a  great  deal  to  do  with  them.  Bill  Clopton  was 
looked  on  by  me  as  the  leader  of  the  negroes.  On  the  night  of  the  fire,  I  heaixl  him 
use  threats  against  the  whites,  but  did  uoi  hear  him  call  on  the  negroes  not  to  help  put 
out  the  tire.  He  said  to  the  colored  people,  "  The  damned  Alabamians  have  come  over 
here  to  bum  us  up,  aud  it  had  as  well  begin  now  as  at  any  time."  If  there  was  any 
firiug  about  the  town  when  the  fire  commenced,  I  do  not  remember  it.  Firing  was  so 
general  all  over  town,  at  all  times,  that  I  did  not  notice  it.  There  was  always  a  great 
deal  of  firing  in  the  western,  northern  and  northeastern  parts  of  town,  in  neighbor 
homls  principally  inhabited  by  negroes.  I  have  been  a  policeman  about  two  mouths. 
and  have  attended  mayor's  court  regularly,  aud  kuow  of  uo  arrests  made  for  shooting. 
It  was  almost  impossible  to  make  the  arrest.  I  spent  the  uisht  of  the  6th  on  the  cor- 
ner opposite  the  brick  steam-mill.  There  is  whera  my  family  lives.  1  had  been  in 
Travis  s  bar-room  about  seven  minutes  when  the  alarm  of  fire  was  given  ou  Satnnlay 
night.  I  had  come  directly  from  home,  after  eatiug  supper.  Ou  the  day  after  the  diffi- 
culty in  the  court-hoase^  I  was  in  town  concealed.    I  hid  myself  to  save  my  lif<^ 
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There  was  do  violence,  nor  no  one  hurt,  that  I  know  of,  on  Tnesday,  the  day  I  was  hid. 
1  was  told  to  leave  before  sunrise,  .and  parties  came  to  ray  house  and  repeated  the  same 
tLiu^,  and  that  was  the  reason  I  thought  my  life  was  in  danger.  I  think  Colonel  Horn 
>aved  my  life  on  Monday.  No  one  had  threatened  my  life  on  that  day.  Alter  that  I 
patised  through  the  crowd  by  the  court-house,  and  was  not  molested. 

Reexamined : 
If  there  was  an  armed  guard  about  the  colored  church,  I  know  nothing  of  it.  I 
kuuw  uothing  of  an  anned  guard  around  Moore's  church.  Sturgcs  had  only  one  gun 
nut  for  sale,  a  Spencer  or  Henry  rifle,  which  he  kept  in  his  room.  I  know  nothing  of 
>tur;j;e8  arming  the  negroes  on  the  night  of  the  fire.  The  reason,  I  suppose.  Colonel 
Huni  Bave<l  my  life  is,  the  people  were  very  much  excited,  and  he  requested  me  not  to 
iru  into  the  crowd,  but  to  step  into  some  one  of  the  stores,  which  I  did.  He  did  not  as- 
'^\]pi  any  reason  for  warning  me.    I  stated  that  I  was  obnoxious  to  a  mi^jority  here. 

Re-cross-examined : 
The  people  were  not  excited  about  me,  but  may  have  been  excited  about  Judge  Bram- 
lette'8  death. 

T.  J.  PELTON. 


Bex  France,  being  duly  sworn,  deposed  as  follows : 

I  am  a  citizen  of  Meridian,  and  a  barber.  I  was  present  in  the  court-room  about  the 
time  the  difficulty  commenced  on  the  6th.  Do  not  know  who  fired  the  first  shot.  I 
uw  DO  ooe  shoot ;  saw  no  pistols  drawn  nor  other  weapons.  I  heard  the  firstpistol  re- 
port. It  was  somewhere  about  the  door  of  the  sheriif  ^s  office.  As  soon  as  it  was  safe, 
!  ^ot  one  white  man  before  me  and  one  behind  me,  and  went  down.  I  got  between  them 
fur  fear  of  being  shot.  I  went  straight  to  Johnson's  grocery,  near  tlie  mayor's  office, 
;iIiont  tifty  yanls  from  Sam  Parker's  shop.  The  door  of  Johnson's  grocery  was  shut, 
and  ]  couldn't  get  in,  the  boys  having  got  scared.  I  saw  men  running  in  the  direction 
of  the  court-house  with  guns.  Saw  none  going  toward  Parker's  shop,  and  heard  no 
^mff  tliere.  Saw  no  men,  white  or  black,  with  guns  about  Parker's  shop.  Know  no- 
thinjj  of  the  crowd  that  attacked  Parker's  house  and  shot  Warren  Tyler.  When  I 
rwchwl  Johnson's  grocery  and  found  the  door  shut,  the  people  were  much  excited  and 
ibe  Dei;;hlK>rhood  in  a  state  of  terror.  I  left  Johnson's  and  went  around  on  Commerce 
^tntrt,  \^here  I  met  Captain  Payne,  and  asked  him  to  go  home  with  me,  which  he  did. 
I  live  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile  from  town.  I  remained  at  home  two  days,  and  know 
Dothing  of  occurrences  of  that  night. 

Croes^xamined : 
I  do  not  know  who  was  standing  where  the  first  shot  came  from.  Saw  Tyler  leave 
the  table  and  go  in  that  direction ;  saw  no  one  else  go  in  the  direction  of  the  door 
iomtioned.  It  seemed  that  that  was  the  door  from  which  the  first  shot  was  tired ; 
duo't  know  that  I  heard  more  than  one  shot  from  that  door,  but  heard  one ;  saw 
Jadge  Bramlette  lying  on  the  floor  about  a  half  minute  after  the  shot  was  fired.  I  got 
oader  a  bench,  and  happened  to  look  in  that  direction  after  all  the  firing  had  ceased, 
ADd  cannot  tell  whether  he  fell  at  the  first  shot  or  not.  No  white  men  attempted  to 
uiterfere  with  me.  Do  not  know  that  the  boys  were  scared,  but  they  afterward  told 
they  were,  on  account  of  the  firing  in  the  court-house.  I  judge  the  people  were  terrified 
aod excited,  because  men  with  guns  were  going  toward  the  court-house;  saw  Mr. 
TbompfloD,  a  white  man,  who  told  me  I  need  not  be  uneasy.  None  of  the  men  with 
Ipim  molested  me  in  any  way. 

Reexamined : 
ETer>'body  seemed  excited  and  terrified.    The  reason  I  asked  Mr.  Payne  to  go  home 
^ith  me  was«  that  I  was  scared.  I  saw  no  one  running  about  to  get  out  of  the  way.    I 
^eut  into  a  Dutchman's  grocery,  and  he  told  me  I  had  better  get  out  of  there ;  that  I 
»oiildnot  be  safe.    He  seemed  very  much  excited. 

Re-cross-examined : 

I  wa8  frightened  at  the  court-house,  and  did  not  get  over  it  until  the  whole  thing 

^a4sover. 

Reexamined : 

I  might  have  gotten  over  my  fright  much  sooner  if  I  had  not  seen  men  with  guns 
niouiiig  about. 

bis 
BEN  -f  FRANCE. 
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R.  J.  MosELEY^  being  duly  sworn,  deposed  as  follows : 

I  am  sheriff  of  this  (Lauderdale)  county.  I  was  not  present  in  the  court-room  at  the 
coniiDeiicement  of  the  alleged  riot  on  the  6th  of  March.  I  was  at  the  mercantile  hoa»e  of 
Randall,  Brown  &  Co.  I  immediately  went  to  the  court-house  on  hearing  of  the  difli- 
enlty.  I  did  not  come  immediatel^r  in  the  court-room.  It  could  not  have  been 
over  two  minutes  after  the  alleged  riot,  as  I  came  hurriedly  from  Randall,  Brown  di 
Co's.  I  then  heard  that  Warren  Tyler  had  shot  Judge  Bramlette  iu  the  coart-rooni 
and  made  his  escape.  I  saw  a  laree  crowd  gathering  on  the  corner  armed,  aud  I 
summoned  everybody  there  to  arrest  warren  Tyler.  I  then  heard  firing  in  the  dilu- 
tion of  Sam  Parker's  shoe  shop,  after  which  the  crowd  returned  and  announced  that 
Tyler  was  killed.  The  citizens  then  tendered  their  services  to  me  to  aid  in 
keeping  the  peace,  and  I  deputized  Captain  Henderson,  Colonel  Layton  Bie^. 
E,  V.  Early,  Robert  EColeman,  Hugh  Wilson,  W.  A.  Payne,  Msgor  Randall,  and 
others,  and  ordered  that  all  parties,  white  or  black,  be  disarmed,  who  were 
not  deputized  by  me  or  acting  under  authority.  I  simply  summoned  every  mao 
to  assist  iu  the  arrest  of  Warren  Tyler.  At  the  time  I  made  the  deputation  to 
arrest  Warren  Tyler,  there  was  already  a  large  crowd  in  the  direction  of  Parker's 
shop,  some  of  them  armed.  At  that  time  the  crowd  were  looking  in  different 
directions  for  Tyler.  It  was  impossible  for  me  to  recognize  any  one  in  the  crowds,  ^ 
tj^)  whole  town  seemed  to  be  out.  It  was  probably  three-quarters  of  a  hour  after  the 
diriiculty  in  the  court-house  that  I  came  into  the  court-room  and  into  my  office.  I  saw 
Judge  Bramlette  lying  dead  in  the  court-room  and  WMlliam  Dennis  and  Gus.  Ford  lying 
in  my  ofHce.  Dennis  was  alive,  wounded,  aud  Ford  iu  a  dying  condition.  I  watt  not 
in  my  office  at  the  time,  aud  did  not  see  William  Dennis,  alios  Clopton,  thrown  from 
the  verandah.  I  saw  him  on  the  ground,  but  did  not  know  how  he  came  there.  I  know 
no  person  who  was  eni^aged  in  throwing  him  from  my  office.  Isaac  Lee  was  carried 
into  my  office,  and  Marion  White  and  Henry  Johnson  in  the  clerk's  office.  It  was  my 
understanding  that  they  were  put  there  for  protection.  I  instmcted  Mr.  Aleck  Wilson 
to  see  that  no  violence  was  done  them,  and  he  told  me  he  would  have  a  sufficient  crowd 
to  protect  them.  I  do  not  know  when  these  jmrties  were  taken  out.  I  was  at  home 
until  11  o'clock,  and  from  that  time  makiug  arrangements  to  protect  Sturges  and  grt 
him  ot!'.  At  the  time  I  left  the  court-house,  Lee,  Johnson,  and  White  were  there,  aud 
with  them  Messrs.  Lilly,  Wilson,  Belk,  and  perhaps  twenty  others,  to  guard  them.  My 
intention  in  coming  up  was  to  see  that  they  had  sufficient  protection.  That  wa«  the 
last  time  I  saw  them  until  next  morning,  when  I  saw  them  dead,  on  a  dray,  across  the 
railroad,  after  the  inquest.  I  know  nothing  of  the  burning  of  Moore's  house  and  the 
church,  only  I  saw  the  tire  from  my  house. 

Cross-examined : 
I  do  not  know  that  an  inquest  was  held,  but  I  ordered  one.  At  the  time  I  made  the 
deputiition  to  arrest  Tyler,  there  were  not  only  a  crowd  in  the  direction  of  Parker's 
shop,  but  in  every  direction  encircling  the  block.  There  had  been  no  violence  or  dis- 
turbance committed  before  I  issued  my  order  for  the  arrest  of  Warren  Tyler.  The  citi- 
zens showed  me  no  xlisrespect  as  an  officer,  but  yielded  obedience  at  once.  The  crowd 
I  found,  when  I  came  down  to  the  court-house,  were  standing  in  Sidney  street  and  on 
the  comers.  It  was  five  or  ten  minutes  after  1  issued  my  order  before  I  heard  any  shot* 
toward  Sam  Parker's  shop.    They  had  to  go  about  two  hundred  yards.    I  thought  the 

fuard  I  left  with  Lee,  W^hite,  and  Johnson,  was  sufficient  for  their  protection.  When 
returned  next  morning  and  found  them  gone,  I  found  marks  of  violence  on  my  office 
door  and  on  the  front  door  leading  into  the  court-room,  which  was  broken  open.  I 
don't  know  and  have  never  heard  how  nor  by  whom  they  were  taken  out.  On  the 
morning  of  the  difficulty  I  received  two  notes  from  Warren  Tyler,  one  of  a  thn»nte«- 
ing  character.  The  notes  were  substantial! v  as  follows,  to  the  best  of  my  re<jollectiou ; 
they  are  lost  or  mislaid,  and  I  have  searched  for  them,  aud  cannot  find  them  : 

Mr.  MosELEY,  Shaiff:  Mr,  James  Brantley  took  occasion  to  insult  me  in  the  street,  and 
called  me  a  damned  lying  sou-of-a-bitch,  without  any  provocation  whatever.    SucL 
treatment  I  will  not  and  cannot  stand. 
Respectfully, 

WARREN  TYLER. 
Dated  March  6. 

That  I  received  while  the  mass  meeting  of  citizens  was  going  on,  before  the  trial 
at  which  Judge  Bramlette  was  killed.  I  have  not  seen  any  armt^  bodies  of  negroes 
around  town,  but  have  heard  a  great  deal  of  shooting  at  night.  I  issued  au  ohUt 
after  the  tire  Saturday  night  for  the  arrest  of  William  Dennis,  alias  Clopt4)n,  and  for 
the  disarming  of  all  citizens  except  those  under  my  orders.  I  issued  the  oiiler  for  the 
disarming  of  every  one  on  accouut  of  representations  made  tome  by  Mr.  Joshua  Smith 
of  the  incendiary  character  of  the  negro  meeting  at  the  court-house,  ou  Satunb\ 
evening  previous  to  the  lire.  Warren  Tyler  and  William  Dennis  on  Saturday  muniin;: 
asked  me  for  the  use  of  the  court-house  for  themselves  aud  Aaron  Moi»re,  and  I  gmnted 
it,  on  the  condition  that  they  would  hold  au  orderly  meeting.    I  was  oil*  iu  another  part 
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of  the  city  during  the  meeting,  when  Mr.  Smith  told  me  that  if  I  did  not  go  down  there 
would  be  bloodshed,  or  words  to  that  effect.  Tne  citizens  have  always  been  obedient 
vhen  I  have  attempted  to  exercise  any  authority  as  sheriff.  I  did  not  see  Mr.  James 
Brantley  doing  anything  wrong,  or  any  other  parties  on  the  day  of  the  difficulty. 

Reexamined : 

I  saw  no  armed  body  parading  the  streets  previous  to  the  difficulty.  Warren  Tyler 
t4)ld  me  he  wanted  the  hall  for  the  purpose  of  making  speeches  to  reconcile  the  colored 
people  against  any  removal,  and  other  difficulties.  Moore  said  he  wanted  to  make  a 
speech  because  Clopton  had  made  a  fool  of  himself,  and  he  wished  to  allay  the  excite- 
ment. The  part  of  Tyler's  speech  I  heard  referred  to  myself.  He  objected  to  my  re- 
moval because,  if  I  was  turned  out,  a  democrat  would  be  appointed  who  would  have 
the  rapport  of  the  white  people,  and  would  bo  able  to  keep  down  excitement  wheu  the 
radicals  could  not,  and  this  would  give  the  democrat-s  an  advantage.  A  colored  man 
told  me  on  Sunday  night,  after  I  had  issued  my  orders,  that  he  was  arrested  aud  a  cap 
or  two  barste<l  in  his  face.    The  said  man  was  found  on  the  street  armed. 

The  last  note  I  received  from  Warren  Tyler  was  not  of  a  threatening  nature.  It 
was  only  to  urge  me  to  have  the  court  convened,  as  he  wanted  to  get  through  and  go 
about  his  school. 

R.  J.  MOSELEY. 

Bred  Fikley,  being  sworn,  deposed  as  follows : 

I  know  very  little  of  what  occurred  on  Saturday,  but  I  saw  Aleck  Joseph,  and  under- 
stood that  there  was  going  to  be  some  demonstrations — a  squad  of  colored  people  going 
to  march  and  beat  the  drum,  and  I  advised  him  not  to  do  it.  This  was  on  Saturday, 
CD  the  evening  of  which  the  fire  occurred.  I  heard  the  drum  beating  that  evening. 
Aleck  Joseph  was  a  policeman.  I  heard  that  night,  about  dark,  that  they  had  been 
uakiug  speeches  at  the  court-house.  About  an  hour  afterward  I  heard  an  alarm  of 
fire,  and  that  it  was  Mr.  Stnrges's  house.  I  remarked  that  some  one  had  done  that 
to  create  an  excitement.  Mr.  Wilson  and  Mr.  Goods  came  to  my  shop  on  Sunday,  about 
10  o'clock,  aud  said  thai  a  meeting  would  be  held  on  Monday,  and  certain  parties  had 
to  leave  here,  such  fellows  as  Warren  Tyler  and  Billy  Clopton.  I  went  home  and  told 
Warren  Tyler  that  there  was  going  to  be  a  meeting  on  Monday,  and  that  he  would  be 
notified  to  leave ;  that  they  had  Old  Bill,  and  he  would  never  get  away ;  and  advised 
bim  to  leave,  as  there  was  too  much  prejudice  against  him.  He  replied  that  ho  hadn't 
infriaged  the  law,  aud  if  he  couldn't  live  here  he  could  die  here.  Warren  went  down 
town,  and  when  he  came  back  said  he  had  got  the  programme,  viz :  that  he,  Clopton, 
Pelton,  and  Sturges  had  to  leave.  He  said  the  sheriff  told  him  to  stand  square,  and  to 
fiend  him  ten  or  twelve  responsible  colored  men  to  stand  guard  over  Billy  Clopton,  as  they 
bad  only  some  half-grown  boys  in  charge,  and  that  any  body  could  take  him  away  from 
them.  He  went  and  got  the  men.  I  do  not  know  who  they  were.  It  was  reported 
the  second  time,  about  a  half  hour  afterward,  that  an  armed  body  of  men  were  pass- 
ing my  house,  wheu  Warren  seized  a  gun  and  started  for  the  door.  I  told  him  not  to 
^  oat ;  that  they  might  be  under  orders  hunting  for  some  one.  I  sup^sed  the  passing  of 
the  men,  and  his  not  knowing  what  they  were  after,  caused  his  excitement.  After  the 
excitement  began  on  Monday,  I  wont  into  my  shop  and  commenced  closing  up.  I  saw 
a  good  many  armed  and  others  gettiug  arms.  There  was  no  assault  made  on  me,  ex- 
cept that  Colonel  Horn  came  up  to  me  and  took  me  by  the  collar,  apparently  drawing 
his  gun.  I  told  him  that  I  had  nothing  to  do  with  the  affair,  and  his  son  Jere,  who 
had  a  ^on,  aud  was  standing  behind  bim,  said,  ''Let's  go  on,"  and  they  passed  on.  I  went 
hack  mto  my  shop  and  staid  uutil  I  heard  firing  in  the  direction  of  Parker's  shoe- 
^op.  As  the  crowd  was  returning  from  that  direction,  I  heard  some  one  ask, ''  Have 
yon  killed  him  T"  and  a  person,  whom  I  took  to  be  Mr.  Belk,  replied,  "  W^o  have  killed 
aim  as  dead  as  hell."  I  then  heard  a  hurrah  on  the  balcony  of  the  sherifi''s  office ;  saw 
men  there,  Mr.  James  Sanford  being  the  only  man  I  recognized  who  was  standing 
with  h'm  gun  pointing  downward ;  did  not  know  what  he  was  aiming  at.  Afterward 
1  came  up  and  saw  Bill  Clopton  lying  on  the  sidewalk.  I  also  saw  I^ac  Lee  standing 
V  wounded,  apparently  in  the  arm  and  thigh.  Several  persons  wanted  to  kill  him, 
^heu  General  Fatton  said,  ''Let  me  have  him,  I  will  take  care  of  him,"  and  took  him 
off.  As  I  went  home  I  met  a  number  of  armed  white  men,  but  they  did  not  interfere 
with  me  that  night. 

Cross-examined : 
No  one  before,  during,  or  since  the  excitement  offered  to  do  me  any  violence,  except 
on  the  occasion  mentioned.  I  have  been  uniformly  treated  kindly  here.  I  saw  no  one 
offer  to  do  violence  to  any  of  the  colored  people  on  the  streets.  I  saw  a  few  colored 
people  standing  on  the  streets.  I  saw  white  men,  armed,  pass  by  them  without  molest- 
ing them.  I  was  present  at  the  meeting  of  the  white  people  on  Monday  morning.  No 
A&e  was  ordered  away  at  the  meeting.    I  am  Warren  Tyler's  step-father.   I  went  home 
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to  dinner  Monday  and  told  my  wife,  who  was  Uis  mother,  that  he  would  he  killed  that 
eTenine.  She  asked  me  t-o  tell  him  to  come  home ;  that  she  had  his  things  fixed  np  for 
him  to  leave^  and  wanted  him  to  leave  immediately.  I  told  her  that  I  had  said  all  I 
was  going  to  say  to  him.  I  have  often  asked  him,  and  his  mother  has  done  so  repeat- 
edly, to  desist  from  the  course  he  was  pursuing,  or  it  would  result  in  bis  death.  I  have 
heard  no  one  threaten  his  life.  When  I  saw  Sanford  stooping  over  the  balcony  with 
his  gun,  I  was  standing  on  Murdock's  comer,  about  a  hundred  feet  distant.  About  as 
many  men  were  standmg  on  the  balcony  as  could  stand  on  it.  Cluptou  was  lying  on 
the  upper  side,  opposite  from  where  I  was.  When  I  saw  Sanford  he  was  next  to  me, 
and  1  saw  from  his  hips  np.  His  side  was  toward  me.  I  did  not  recognize  any  otben 
on  the  balcony.  Mr.  Belk,  whou  he  returned  from  Parker's  shop,  was  on  foot.'  I  live 
about  two  hundred  yards  from  the  church  that  was  burned  down,  and  about  eighty 
yards  from  the  one  now  standing.  I  have  never  seen  men  armed  standing  around  the 
colored  church,  because  I  never  went  to  church  at  night.  Have  beard  of  them,  and 
the  reason  given  was,  that  they  were  afraid  of  being  fired  into.  I  have  heanl  off  and 
on  of  their  having  pickets  around  the  church,  during  preaching,  for  three  months  past 
These  churches  have  never  been  fired  into  that  I  know  of.  I  have  never  heard  any  one 
threaten  to  do  so.  Aaron  Moore  generally  preached  in  the  Methodist  church.  He  waa 
the  pastor  in  charge.  I  do  not  know  whether  he  ordered  pickets  to  stand  guard,  or 
whether  thev  volunteered.  I  heard  a  great  deal  of  firing  in  that  neighborhood  dnring 
the  Saturday  night  of  the  fire,  and  other  nights,  too.  It  mortified  me  as  much  as  any 
body  else.  I  think  there  was  more  tiring  that  night  than  usual.  I  heanl  the  bell  of 
the  colored  church  ring  the  night  of  the  fire,  after  the  fire ;  did  not  know  what  it 
meant.  On  Monday  morning  Warren  Tyler,  so  I  heard,  told  the  school  children  that 
he  was  giving  them  the  last  lesson  he  ever  expected  to  give  them  ;  that  he  expected  to 
he  killed;  that  he  was  not  going  to  leave  unless  law  could  be  shown  for  it.  I  beard 
him  say  that  there  were  speeches  made  on  Saturday  evening;  that  the  meeting 
was  peaceable ;  that  the  object  of  the  meeting  was  to  keep  the  Alabama  Kn-Klux  fh>m 
coming  here,  and  that  some  white  people  were  present  who  seenved  satisfied  with  what 
was  done.  Warren  Tyler  went  to  the  fire  that  night,  and  carried  a  pistol  with  him ;  be 
always  carried  a  pistoL 

Reexamined : 
At  the  meeting  of  the  white  people,  on  Monday,  the  general  tenor  of  5Ir.  John  W. 
Smith's  speech  was  rather  inflammatory.  He  seemed  to  be  of  the  opinion  that  there 
were  some  people  of  whom  the  community  were  tired,  and  that  if  the  people  resolved 
that  they  should  leave,  they  would  have  to  go.  He  was  making  a  Kpeech  at  the  time. 
Thongh  he  didn't  call  any  names,  any  one  could  tell  who  he  wsis  talking  about.  Mr. 
Shearer  said  the  people  were  tired  of  Mr.  Sturges.  When  I  told  Warren  that  if  he  did 
not  desist  from  his  course  he  would  be  killed,  I  alluded  to  his  being  fast  and  headstrong 
in  the  expression  of  his  opinion.  The  firing  at  night  has  been  general  for  years,  and 
it  is  almost  impossible  to  detect  the  guilty  parties.  I  have  been  a  i>olicemany  and  know 
how  it  is.  The  persons  on  the  balcony  did  not  seem  to  be  excited,  but  were  merry  and 
laughing. 

DRED  FINLEY. 


W.  S.  Patten  was  present  when  an  inquest  was  held  on  the  bodies  of  White,  Lee, 
and  Johnson,  by  Justice  Cole.  No  witnesses  were  ex:arained  on  the  inqnest  and  ex- 
amination. There  were  sixty  jurors  present,  and  other  persons,  white  and  black. 
Lee*s  and  Johnson's  wives  were  present.  Mr.  Prewitt  and  J.  C.  Dobbs  and  Adams 
were  on  the  jury.  I  think  Belk  was  there  also,  and  John  0rau^hn.  The  conclusion 
of  the  jury  was  that  White  came  to  his  death  by  gun-shot  wounds  in  the  breast ;  Lee 
by  wounds  in  the  head ;  Johnson  same.  The  bodies  were  lying  on  their  faces,  not 
mutilated.  Saw  wounds  on  the  breast  of  Marion,  supposed  from  buck-Bhot,  and  in 
the  heads  of  the  other  two  with  single  balls. 

Cross-examined : 
I  saw  Aleck  Joseph,  and  had  a  conversation  with  him  on  the  4th  of  March.  I  heard 
the  dnim  beating  down  near  his  house.  I  expected  they  were  going  to  have  a  muster. 
My  object  in  going  to  him  was  to  induce  him  not  to  march  his  troops  through  the 
streets.  He  promised  not  to  do  so.  He  failed  to  comply  with  hLs  promise,  and  marched 
his  company  through  the  principal  stret^ts,  himself  and  Billy  Clopton  at  their  head. 
He  was  a  jmlicemau  under  my  onlers.  I  was  prest'ut  a  part  of  the  time  at  the  meeting 
of  the  blacks  on  Saturday  evening,  and  hml  inquired  its  caus<».  I  was  told  it  was  a 
meetiug  of  the  negroes,  and  *'you  rebs''  hail  l>etter  keep  away  from  there.  When  I 
came  up  into  the  court-house  Billy  Clopton  was  speaking.  His'siMMH^h  was  calculated 
to  produce  on  the  minds  of  his  hearers  that  they  must  stand  up  to  each  other,  and  ii 
officers  failed  to  cany  out  the  laws,  they  must  \ye  carried  out,  and  that  he  was  not 
satislied  with  the  result  of  his  visit  to  Jackson.    I  heard  Warren  Tyler's  speech.    His 
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speech  I  thonght  very  inflammatory,  and  calcniated  to  prodnoe  discontent.  Ho  said, 
"We  Loyal  Leagners  must  stand  together,''  and  illustrated  what  the^  must  do  by 
telling  What  the  Indians  did.  "When  one  of  their  number  was  killed  in  town  they 
came  and  took  revenge,  whether  they  got  the  right  man  or  not."  He  then  called  for  a 
show  of  hands  as  to  whether  or  not  they  would  stand  to  each  other.  The  crowd,  or 
nearly  all  of  them,  expressed  their  assent  by  raising  their  hands.  When  he  took  the 
stand  he  reached  around,  unbuckled  his  belt,  and  laid  a  pistol  on  the  stand  by  him. 
Considerable  applause  greeted  his  appearance.  I  heard  Aaron  Moore  speak  after  Tyler. 
A  portion  of  his  speech  was  very  conciliatory.  A  part  of  his  speech  was  inflamma- 
tory. He  said  Soilom  and  Oomorrah  had  been  destroyed,  and  perhaps  before  many 
days  this  town  would  be  laid  in  dust  and  ashes.  The  close  of  his  speech  was  calculated 
to  province  bad  feeling  and  mischief.  I  was  at  the  fire  that  night,  and  saw  Billy  Clop- 
ton.  When  I  called  on  some  negro  men  to  help  pull  down  a  house  to  arrest  the  flames, 
and  tbey  were  willing  to  do  it,  Clopton  came  up  and  told  them  not  to  do  it.  I  told 
bim  it  was  my  order,  and  he  replied  lie  was  as  good  as  I  was,  and  would  obey  none  of 
my  onlers.  I  went  toward  him  and  he  left.  I  saw  him  rearing  about  fifteen  minutes 
afterward,  in  a  crowd  of  thirty  or  forty  necroes  near  the  Jones  House.  Pelton  was  there 
and  probably  had  him  under  arrest.  I  told  him  if  he  would  go  home  and  stay  there,  I 
wonld  not  arrest  him.  He  promised  to  do  so.  The  next  I  saw  of  him  he  had  been 
knocked  down,  and  was  lying  in  front  of  the  burnt  buildings  about  fifteen  minutes 
afterwanl,  in  a  difierent  direction  from  his  home.  I  did  not  see  Warren  Tyler  at  the 
fire.  During  the  difficulty  at  the  court-house  on  Monday  I  was  present,  and  mv 
attention  was  called  to  Tyler  as  he  went  toward  the  door  leading  into  the  sheriff's 
office.  When  he  stated  to  Brantley  that  he  wanted  to  introduce  witnesses  to  impeach 
his  testimony,  his  manner  was  very  sarcastic,  defiant,  and  insulting,  as,  I  thought.  The 
diagram  attached  was  made  by  myself,  and  is  correct. 

WM.  S.  PATTEN. 


L.  D.  Belk,  being  duly  sworn,  deposed  as  follows : 

1  am  a  citizen  of  Meridian,  and  deputy  sheriff  of  Lauderdale  County.  I  was  not  in 
the  court-room  when  the  difficulty  commenced.  I  was  in  the  8herift''8  office  when  the 
firing  begun.  I  saw  ouly  one  person  armed  at  the  time  of  the  difficultv — Wai-ren  Tyler. 
Isaw  no  violence  offered  any  one  in  the  court-room,  or  going  out  ol  the  court-room. 
I  was  present  on  the  streets  all  the  time  subsequent  to  the  difficulty.  Did  not  see 
Warren  Tyler  shot.  Was  near  the  house,  in  the  back  room  of  which  he  was  killed,  but 
cannot  identify  any  one  who  shot  him.  Judge  W^hittaker  was  with  me  most  of  the 
time.  I  do  not  remember  who  else  were  outside.  I  cannot  tell  who  came  out  of  the 
honue  after  the  killing  of  Tyler.  I  myself  went  in  after  he  was  killed ;  saw  him  dead, 
and  came  ont  and  locked  the  door,  and  told  the  crowd  to  fall  into  line  and  comu  to  the 
court-house,  which  they'did.  There  were  forty  or  fifty  shots  fired  in  Parker's  house — 
a  great  many.  I  think  I  heard  some  one  say,  "  Kill  him ;''  may  have  hcanl  it  said  two  or 
three  times.  I  also  heard  men  cry  out,  "Arrest  him  ;  ^ou't  kill  him."  The  crowd,  or  a 
great  many  of  them,  seemed  angry  and  excited.  Cannot  say  which  was  the  prevailing 
cry ;  think  it  was  about  a  stand-off.  I  saw  no  acts  of  violence  done  by  the  crowd  to 
any  one  in  the  streets.  The  guard  put  over  Marion  White  and  Henry  Johnson,  as  spe- 
cial deputy,  was  Mr.  Aleck  Wilson,  with  instructions  to  get  a  sufficient  guard.  Do 
not  know  who  he  summoned.  Lee  was  afterward  put  under  his  charge.  I  have  no 
idea  bow  they  got  out  of  the  house.  I  had  been  requested  by  men  who  knew  I  was 
worn  out,  from  being  out  two  nights  previous,  at  the  fire  and  with  Clopton,  to  go  home 
and  take  some  rest.  I  was  not  at  the  fire  of  Moore's  house  or  the  church.  Do  not 
live  near  them.  Saw  no  bands  of  armed  men  p;oing  in  that  direction  Monday  night. 
I  know  of  no  violence  done  to  any  one  that  night.  Know  nothing  of  the  kxlUug  of 
Heoiy  Johnson,  Marion  White,  and  Isaac  Lee. 

Cross-examined : 
I  was  sitting  at  the  desk  in  the  sheriff's  offlfce  when  the  difficulty  commenced,  and 
saw  Warren  Tyler  standing  in  the  door  leading  to  the  court-room,  with  his  face  to- 
ward where  Judge  Bramlette  was  sitting,  and  his  arm  extended  in  tbat  direction.  The 
firing  was  going  on  at  that  time.  I  saw  Tyler  as  he  passed  through  the  sbcrifi^'s  office, 
and  took  hold  of  him.  I  attempted  to  det^-in  him ;  as  I  came  up  to  the  door  of  the 
sheriff's  office,  he  passed  in  and  backed  up  into  a  corner.  I  took  hold  of  him,  and  he 
wrung  loose  from  me,  and  went  out  on  the  veranda  and  jumped  out  into  the  stn^et.  I 
then  started  back  to  the  court-room,  and  as  I  got  to  the  door  of  the  sheriff's  office,  I 
met  Gus.  Ford  falling  toward  the  door,  with  his  hands  up.  I  went  immediately  in  pur- 
suit of  Tyler,  and  caUed  on  every  one  I  saw  to  assist  in  his  arrest.  I  so  ordered  and 
considered  that  the  crowd  on  the  corner  bj'  Parker's  shop  were  acting  under  my  author- 
ity. I  remember  meeting  several,  and  informing  them  that  Judge  Bramlette  was 
killed,  and  Tyler  had  brake  custody.    I  saw  Mr.  Moseley  one  time,  I  think,  on  the 
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street,  jnst  before  Tyler  was  killed.  I  called  on  citizens  to  get  arms  and  assist  in  the 
arrest.  From  the  state  of  feelins  previous  to  the  difficulty,  I  dciemed  it  necessary, 
when  it  begun,  that  citizens  should  arm  themselves.  During  the  excitement,  I  gave 
further  orders  to  the  citizens  in  reference  to  keeping  the  peace  and  patroliugtbe  town. 
The  citizens  were  all  obedient  to  my  orders  as  they  could  have  been.  I  did  not  state, 
in  answer  to  any  one,  that  Warren  Tyler  was  killed  as  dead  as  bell,  nor  use  any  such 
language.  I  was  asked  if  he  was  dead,  and  I  replied,  "  If  you  were  to  see  him.  yoa 
woukl  think  so."  I  did  not  state  to  Tyler  on  Sunday  that  the  j^uard  over  Bill  Cloptoa 
were  nothing  but  half-grown  boys,  and  anybody  could  take  him  away  from  them.  I 
did  not  tell  him  on  that  day  that  I  wanted  the  colored  people  to  stand  square,  and  that 
I  wanted  him  to  send  me  a  guard  of  ten  or  twelve  responsible  colored  men  ;  did  not 
speak  to  him  at  all  that  day.  I  had,  as  I  considered,  a  sufficient  and  responsible  guard 
over  Billy  Clopton  from  Saturday  night  up  to  the  difficulty  on  Monday.  I  had  no  dif- 
ficulty in  detaining  or  protecting  him  during  that  time.  The  exclamations  made  in 
the  pursuit  of  Tyler  I  understood  to  arise  from  the  excitement  caused  by  the  killing  of 
Judge  Bramlette,  the  escape  of  the  prisoner,  and  considered  them  the  involuntary  ex- 
clamations of  an  excited  crowd.  The  people  were  entirely  obedient  immediately  be- 
fore and  after  the  killing  of  Tyler.  I  saw  no  violence  or  attempt  at  violence  on  any 
person  on  the  streets,  after  the  killing  of  Tyler.  I  saw  a  good  many  colored  men  mix- 
ing promiscuously  through  the  crowd  on  the  streets  dunng  the  excitement,  and  theie 
were  no  offers  of  violence  to  any  of  them.  I  remember  that  Judge  Whittaker  came  to 
me,  and  asked  me  how  many  citizens  I  wanted,  and  assured  me  that  they  would  obey  my 
orders.  I  think  he  was  acting  in  behalf  of  the  citizens,  and  by  their  request.  This  waa 
near,  and  rather  in  the  rear  ot  Parker's  shop.    He  was  not  armed  that  I  saw. 

Reexamined: 

I  do  not  know  whether  Tyler  fired  or  not  while  he  was  standing  in  the  door.  Tyler 
got  from  tbe  veranda  down  to  the  ground.  The  yeranda  is  fifteen  or  eighteen  feet 
from  the  pavement.  I  did  not  have  the  prisoners  in  custody  who  were  on  trial  Monday. 
I  announced  from  the  veranda,  as  soon  as  he  got  loose  from  me,  that  the  prisoner  bad 
broke  custody.  I  did  not  see  the  sheriflf  for  some  time  after  I  went  down  stairs.  I 
myself  told  the  citizens  to  arm  and  go  after  the  prisoner.  The  guard  over  Clopton 
Saturday  and  Sunday  nights  was  not  composed  entirely  of  young  men.  The  guard 
was  at  no  t  i  me  composed  al  most  entirely  of  young  men .  I  saw  Clopton*s  body  after  he  bad 
been  brought  up  from  the  street.  He  was  then  breathing.  I  saw  Clopton  about  the 
time  he  struck  the  sidewalk.  I  was  standing  on  Johnson  street.  I  saw  noue  of  the 
men  who  were  standing  on  the  veranda  at  the  time.  I  saw  no  further  violence.  Tbe 
reason  I  supposed  Cloptou's  body  came  from  the  yeranda  was,  I  knew  he  hail  been  put 
in  the  sherifi's  office  before  that.  I  waa  standing  about  forty  feet  from  the  pavement 
under  the  veranda.  What  attracted  my  attention  to  the  spot  was,  I  heard  the  body 
strike  the  pavement  very  hard. 

L.  D.  BELK 


D.  C.  Smith,  sworn,  deposed  as  follows : 

I  was  Theodore  Sturges's  clerk,  employed  by  him  at  his  store,  and  recognized  him  as 
my  employer.    Mr.  Wm.  Stnrges  was  not  his  partner,  that  I  know  of. 

Cross-examined : 
I  was  at  Stnrges's  store  on  Saturday,  previous  to  the  fire,  and  most  of  the  day.  Tbere 
was  a  fire  in  the  store  that  morning ;  none  that  evening  that  I  know  of.  It  was  beloir 
stairs,  in  the  rear  of  the  building.  The  stove-pipe  went  into  a  brick  fine  in  the  upper 
story.  There  was  no  fire-place  or  exit  for  fire  from  the  pipe  np-stairs,  twenty  i'eei 
fi*om  the  front  of  the  store.  I  left  the  store  that  evening  at  the  usual  time  of  shnttine 
up — about  dark.  When  I  left  the  store  there  were  three  parties  at  the  store — Edwaru 
Stnrges,  Theo.  Stnrges,  and  Mr.  William  Hurlbutt.  I  think  William  Stnrges  was  tbere 
that  evening.  Do  not  know  when  he  left.  The  alarm  of  fire  was  heard  by  me  after  I 
'had  gone  home  and  eaten  supper.  I  think  it  was  between  a  half  hour  and  an  bonr 
after  I  had  left  the  store.  The  only  disorderly  conduct  that  I  heard  that  night  was 
«Clopton  making  a  noise  in  the  rear  of  where  Mr.  Sturgis's  goods  had  been  placed.  I 
called  him  to  leave ;  that  we  did  not  want  his  noise  there.  I  do  not  remember  any- 
thing he  said.  I  heard  two  or  three  guns,  I  thought,  in  the  direction  of  the  JoneH 
House. 

Reexamined : 
I  supposed  there  was  between  ten  and  twelve  thousand  dollars'  worth  of  goods  in 
f  Stnrges  s  house  when  the  fire  occurred.    Saw  none  removed  before  the  alarm  of  fire. 
:Some  goods  were  brought  in  that  evening,  purchased  from  various  parties. 

D.  C.  SMITH. 
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Dr.  Bedwood  re-introduoed : 

When  I  tnmed  my  back,  and  went  ont  of  the  room  where  Billy  Clopton  was,  there 
were  no  shots  fired,  and  I  beard  none  after  I  left  tbe  room. 

Cross^xamined : 
I  made  no  examination  of  the  wounds  of  Jnd^  Bramlette,  other  than  a  mere  casual 
one,  and  not  entitled  to  any  weight  as  a  professional  examination. 

GEO.  E.  REDWOOD,  M.  D. 

T.  A.  Lily,  sworn,  deposed  as  follows  : 

I  am  a  citizen  of  Meridian,  and  a  scbool-teacber.  I  was  present  on  the  6th  of  March, 
when  the  difficulty  occurred  in  the  court-room.  I  was  guard  a  few  minutes,  or  sup- 
posed I  was,  over  Henry  Johnson,  Marion  White,  and  Isaac  Lee.  I  belonged  to  a 
Dqaad,  commanded  by  Migor  Randall,  who  was  acting  as  special  deputy  of  the  sheriff, 
and  was  ordered  to  meet  at  tbe  court-house  at  7  o'clock  in  the  evening.  I  staid  tbere 
probably  fifteen  minutes,  and  left.  I  merely  staid  to  relieve  Mr.  A.  R.  Wilson,  who 
said  he  n-anted  more  men  to  guard  the  prisoners.  I  saw  four  men  yarding  only  two 
prisoners,  and  I  went  down  to  where  M^jor  Randall  was  forming  his  squad.  I  do  not 
know  the  four  men  who  were  g^iarding  the  prisoners.  I  don't  think  I  could  identify 
them  now.  I  think  they  were  men  w'ho  have  been  about  town  for  the  last  two  or 
three  months.  Do  not  think  they  were  strangers.  I  should  say  that  it  was  about 
half  after  -7  o'clock  when  I  saw  the  four  men  guarding  the  prisoners  alluded  to. 
After  tbe  difficulty  in  the  court-room,  I  immediately  started  home  after  my  gun,  and 
came  back  to  the  court-house  with  it.  I  started  up  Sydney  street  and  went  into 
a  workshop,  a  short  distance  from  the  court-house,  to  look  for  Tyler ;  while  there,  I 
heard  some  one  halloo,  '*  There  be  goes,''  and  immediatelv  afterward  I  heard  firing  on 
Shodes  street.  As  I  came  out,  I  met  a  crowd  returning  ut>m  Rhodes  street,  and  some 
said  he  had  been  killed,  but  don't  know  who  made  tbe  remark.  I  saw  Mr.  Belk 
and  Judge  Whittaker  there,  and  nearly  all  tbe  men  about  town  seemed  to  be  there.  I 
think  I  heard  about  thirty  or  forty  guns  fired  around  Parker's  shop.  I  know  nothing 
of  the  burning  of  Moore's  house  and  the  colored  Baptist  church.  I  know  nothing  of 
tbe  killing  oiAlarion  White,  Isaac  Lee,  and  Henry  Jonnson. 

Cross-examined : 
I  have  been  absent  from  the  city,  teaching  at  !U>ckbart,  since  Christmas,  and  for  the 
hst  eighteen  months  have  been  from  the  town,  more  or  less.  When  I  was  requested 
by  Mr.  Wilson  to  guard  the  prisoners,  I  thought  it  was  for  the  purpose  of  detaining 
them.  I  thought  four  men  were  sufficient,  was  tiie  reason  I  left  and  went  to  my  own 
command.  Tbe  reason  I  went  after,  and  got  my  gun,  was  that  from  the  conduct  of  the 
negroes  from  some  days  previous,  and  during  the  difficulty  at  the  court-house,  I 
thought  it  was  necessary  to  arm  myself  in  self-deiense.  lYom  the  conduct  of  the  negroes 
at  tbe  lire  I  expected  a  general  attack  on  the  whites,  and  suspended  my  school  for  two 
days  on  that  account.  Tbe  persons  I  saw  after  the  firing,  and  after  I  beard  that  Tyler  was 
dead,  seemed  to  l>e  acting  under  Mr.  Belk,  and  falling  into  line  and  going  to  the  court- 
hoQHe.  They  yielded  implicitly  and  promptly  to  bis  orders,  so  far  as  I  beard.  Judge 
Whittaker  and  Msgor  Randall  were  acting  in  the  interest  of  peace,  and  were  trying  to 
get  the  crowd  to  the  court-house,  and  succeeded,  in  connection  with  Mr.  Belk.  I  saw 
a  number  of  negroes  on  the  street,  and  saw  no  violence  offered  to  them,  nor  to  any  one. 
This  pursuit  occurred  immediately  upon  the  killing  of  Judge  Bramlette  and  the  es- 
cape of  Tyler.  1  was  in  town  on  Saturday  of  the  fire.  I  went  to  the  fire.  I  was 
matching  some  goods  for  Hurlbutt,  and  saw  Bill  Clopton  with  a  colored  boy  about  six- 
teen years  of  age,  who  had  a  merchant's  letter  book,  copying  brush,  &c.  Heard  hioi 
tell  tbe  boy  to  carry  the  book  borne,  and  bring  him  his  shot-gun.  Immediately  after 
that,  I  heard  Clopton  remark,  ''God  damn  it,  they  have  burnt  out  Sturges,  and  they 
have  burnt  out  themselves. "  A  few  minutes  afterward,  he  met  Aleck  Joseph,  and 
after  leaving  bim,  started  towards  the  southern  depot,  and  remarked,  *'  God  damn  the 
white  people  ;  God  damn  all  of  them ;  if  they  want  war,  let  them  have  it. "  It  was 
generally  understood  that  three  young  white  men  had  been  shot  at,  one  of  them  in 
guiug  to,  and  tbe  others  in  coming  from  the  fire.  I  was  aware  that  there  was  a  general 
apprehension  for  several  months  past  in  the  community,  among  the  whiti^s,  of  a  difficulty 
with  the  negroes,  and  this  apprehension  grew  out  of  the  continuous  firing  at  night,  in 
neighborhoods  principally  settled  up  by  negroes.  The  prisoners  I  saw  in  the  court-house 
were  in  the  circuit  clerk's  office.    I  did  not  go  into  any  other  of  the  rooms. 

THOS.  A.  LILLY. 

Ann  Andrews,  sworn,  deposed  as  follows  : 

I  knew  Isaac  Lee.  I  saw  him  on  Monday  evening  of  tbe  6tb  of  March.  Saw  a 
white  man  shoot  at  bim  that  evening,  a  little  this  side  of  bis  bouse.    Do  not  know  tbe 
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man  who  Rhot  at  him.  There  was  a  man  riding  with  him.  Know  neither  of  them; 
have  not  Been  him  since,  and  do  not  know  whether  Lee  was  hit  or  not.  I  am  a  stran- 
ger in  town. 

CroHSH^zamined.  QuaUon  by  the  Court : 
Isaac  Lee  lives  this  side  the  colored  Methodist  chnrch.  The  man  was  on  foot  who 
shot  at  him.  The  man  who  fired  the  gan  was  abont  forty  yanU  off  from  him.  Lee 
had  gotten  about  fifty  yards  from  his  bouse  in  the  direction  of  town.  The  man  who 
shot  called  on  Lee  to  stop  once,  but  he  kept  on  running.  I  was  nearly  scared  to  death. 
Do  not  know  whether  Lee  had  any  arms  on  him  or  not.  The  man  who  shot  was  to- 
ward Isaac'H  house,  and  Isaac  was  toward  town.  Isaac  Lee  was  abont  a  hundred  yards 
froft]  me  when  the  man  shot  at  him.  The  man  did  not  interfere  with  me  or  the  family. 
Uave  been  here  about  a  year.  Live  in  about  two  squares  from  the  colored  church,  in 
the  house  with  Isaac  Lee.    Do  not  know  of  pickets  being  stationed  around  the  church. 

her 
ANN  -f  ANDREWS. 

mark. 

Harriet  Barbour,  being  duly  sworn,  deposed  as  follows  : 

I  live  in  this  place.  Have  lived  here  ever  since  the  cars  commenced  running  here. 
Know  Isaac  Lee ;  I  lived  near  him.  8aw  him  on  the  evening  of  the  6th  of  March,  and 
saw  a  man,  who  I  do  not  know,  shoot  at  him  near  my  house.  He  was  struck  in  the  arm. 
Would  not  know  the  man  who  shot  him  werej  to  see  him  ;  I  was  so  frightened  1  didn't 
notice  him.  Saw  the  burning  of  Mr.  Moore's  house ;  saw  no  one  there,  but  saw  men 
standing  on  the  hill  near  Colonel  Shannon's  house,  abont  fifty  yards  from  the  horn- 
ing house. 

Cross-examined : 
I  have  lived  in  the  neij^hborhood  of  the  colored  Methodist  chnrch  for  abont  three 
years.  There  has  been  right  smart  shooting  around  there  for  the  last  thn'e  months. 
There  was  some  shooting  up  there  on  Satnnmy  ni^ht  when  the  fire  commenced.  The 
Methodist  church  bell  was  rung  Saturday  night  atter  the  fire.  The  bell  wa.s  rung  to 
send  men  down  to  guard  Billy  Clopton;  and  there  were  white  men  lietween  Rash's 
stable  and  the  guara-house.  Do  not  know  that  any  men  went  to  the  chnrch  when  the 
bell  rung.  1  heard  a  black  man  say  he  wante<l  men  to  go  down  to  guard  Clopton.  Do 
not  know  who  he  was.  I  reckon  the  ringing  of  the  bell  was  a  signal ;  that  wa.s  what  it 
was  rung  for  that  night.  I  do  not  attend  the  Methodist  church  ;  I  attend  the  Baptist 
church.  They  had  guanls  out  around  the  Methodist  chnrch  Sunday  night.  After  the 
killing  of  Warren  Tyler,  two  white  men,  one  on  horseback  and  one  on  foot,  went  into 
Isaac  Lee*s  house,  and  Isaac  ran  out  and  Jumfied  over  the  pickets.  Saw  no  arms  on 
him.  The  men  ordered  him  to  halt.  He  continued  to  run,  and  they  fired  on  him.  They 
ofiiered  me  no  violence.  I  saw  Warren  Tyler  the  night  of  the  fire.  Ho  came  up  home, 
and  went  to  bed  while  the  fire  was  burning.  Saw  him  before  the  ringing  of  the  bell. 
I  heard  some  men  say  he  went  to  bed.  Heard  it  next  day.  Some  one  asked  if  be  was 
at  the  fire,  and  the  reply  was  that  he  went  to  bed.  I  have  frequently  heanl  ]>eople  say 
that  Warren  Tyler  was  very  violent  in  his  exnressions  toward  the  white  ])eople,  but 
have  not  conversed  with  him  myself.  Isaac  Lee  was  shot  in  the  elbow,  right  in  front 
of  my  door ;  when  he  was  shot,  I  saw  his  elbow  give  way. 

HARRIET  -f  BARBOL^. 
mark. 


Charles  McEjlrot,  colored,  being  duly  sworn,  deposed  as  follows : 

I  live  in  Meridian ;  am  porter  for  the  Ragsdale  Hoose.  I  saw  the  crowd  around  Par- 
ker's house.  I  do  not  know  who  fired  in  the  crowd,  and  cannot  recall  the  names  of 
those  who  were  there.  I  saw  no  acts  of  Yiolence  done  to  any  one  that  Monday  evening 
or  night. 

Cross-examined : 
While  the  crowd  was  there  I  saw  Mr.  Belk  there  all  the  time.  I  also  saw  the  sheniT 
ride  up  afterward.  Mr.  Belk  came  up  with  the  crowd.  I  saw  a  few  colored  people 
standing  around,  and  saw  no  violence  ofiered  them.  I  also  saw  some  colored  people  in 
the  crowd,  but  do  not  know  that  anything  was  done  to  them.  I  had  ahvays  been 
treated  kindly  by  the  white  citizens. 

his 

CHARLES  +  Mcelroy. 

mark. 
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George  Riooixs,  colored,  being  duly  swoni,  deposed  as  follows : 
I  live  in  Meridian  ;  am  a  barber.  I  was  present  in  Finley^s  shop*  when  Mr.  Hugh 
Wilson  told  old  man  Dred,  last  Sunday  week,  that  there  would  be  a  meeting,  and  par- 
ties would  be  ordered  to  leave ;  that  Dred  was  deeper  m  it  than  he  thouj^ht,  and  it  he, 
Dkh*  Finley,  did  not  mind,  he  would  be  one  that  would  have  to  leave.  When  the  dis- 
turbance was  going  on,  I  was  very  much  frightened ;  went  into  the  back  room  of  the 
»faop ;  then  went  home,  and  did  not  come  out  until  Tuesday  morning. 

Cross-examined : 
My  alarm  was  at  the  beginning  of  the  difficulty  in  the  ootirt-honse.  I  think  Mr. 
Wilson  asked  Dred  whv  he  didn't  make  Warren  Tyler  do  better,  and  asked  him  why 
he  didn't  take  a  stand  for  order  here,  saying  that  the  white  people  supported  him.  I 
don't  recollect  whether  he  said  there  might  or  there  would  be  a  meeting.  I  was 
shaving  him  at  the  time,  and  he  did  not  call  the  names  of  T^ler  and  Clopton ;  did 
not  use  the  names  of  any  person.  I  have  always  been  treated  kindly  by  the  white  peo- 
ple bere.  I  have  never  seen  any  other  treatment  except  to  those  who  were  disorderly 
and  trying  to  keep  up  a  fuss.  Wheu  Died  went  into  his  back  room,  he  only  remained 
there  a  short  time  and  returned  to  the  front  room. 

his 

GEORGE  +  RIGGINS. 

mark. 


George  Masok,  colored : 

I  live  in  Meridian,  and  am  a  barber.  I  was  in  the  shop  when  Hugh  Wilson  and  Dred 
Finley  had  some  conversation.  The  conversation  was  about  a  meeting  to  be  called  on 
Mon&y,  and  that  certain  parties  had  to  leave,  I  believe. 

Cross-examined : 
I  think  he  said  the  meeting  would  be  held  on  Monday.  He  called  no  names,  but  only 
•aid  certain  parties.  George  Riggins  was  shaving  Wilson  at  the  time.  I  was  up  on 
Front  street  on  Monday,  during  the  excitement.  No  one  attempted  to  do  me  any  harm. 
I  think  I  heard  Mr.  Wilson  speak  to  Dred  Finley  about  Warren  Tyler.  I  heard  him 
ask  Dred  Finley  why  he  did  not  take  a  stand  for  order.  Dred  replied  he  did  all  he 
conl4.  I  think  Mr.  Wilson  asked  Dred  why  he  did  not  try  to  make  Warren  Tyler  do 
right,  and  Dred  replied  he  could  not  control  Warren. 

GEORGE  MASON. 


Sax  Parker  recalled : 

I  have  been  in  the  back  room  of  my  shop  after  the  shooting.  Saw  scars  of  two  or 
three  bullets  on  the  walls  and  door.  Found  Warren  Tyler's  pistol  next  morning.  It 
had  not  been  shot  off,  but  three  caps  bad  been  bursted  on  it.  I  found  it  under  my  bed. 
Thewi  was  only  one  bed  in  the  room.  Mr.  Wash.  Brantley  came  and  p;ot  the  pistol,  say- 
ing that  he  thought  it  was  Mr.  Moseley's.  At  the  time  of  the  shootmg,  or  just  before 
it,  I  heard  Mr.  Wash.  Brantley,  from  the  inside,  say,  ^'  Here  he  is,  under  the  bed.!'  This 
was  about  a  half  minute  before  the  shooting  commenced.  I  do  not  know  that  there 
was  a  single  pistol  fired  before  the  crowd  ran  in. 

Cross-examined : 
When  I  heard  Mr.  Brantley  say,  "  Here  he  is,''  I  ran  out,  and  the  crowd  ran  in.  There 
iH  one  large  hole  through  the  back  door,  seemingly  from  a  gun-shot,  on  the  outside.  I 
described  the  pistol  to  McDaniel,  a  colored  man,  who  said  the  pistol  was  his,  and  that 
Warren  Tyler  had  his  pistol.  Brantley  told  me  that  some  of  the  men  who  were  in  the 
house  said  that  Tyler  shot  at  him  the  evening  of  the  killing. 

SAM  PARKER. 


Harry  Masok,  being  sworn,  deposed  as  follows : 

I  am  a  resident  of  this  city.  I  was  here  on  the  night  of  the  6th  of  March.  I  was  at 
my  house  right  near  Aaron  if  core's  house  when  it  was  burnt.  -  1  saw  a  crowd  of  white 
men  going  toward  his  house  before  it  was  burnt.  They  were  armed.  They  were 
tbere  about  seven  o'clock ;  went  away  and  came  back  about  8  o'clock.  The  fire  oc- 
cnrnd  about  two  hours  after  they  left  the  last  time ;  know  nothing  of  the  origin  of 
the  fire.  I  was  sitting  in  my  house  and  saw  a  cotiplo  of  men  go  down  to  wbere  Aaron 
Moore's  bouse  was  burnt,  and  get  some  fire  to  set  fire  to  the  church.  Saw  their  faces 
when  the  fire  lit  up.    They  were  white,  bat  did  not  recognize  them.    Saw  a  crowd  of 
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'White  men  come  over  the  hill,  from  behind  the  hill,  after  the  chnrch  commenced  bom 
ing.  The  nieu  viho  had  fired  the  chnrch  Joined  them.  They  staid  until  the  church 
commenced  bnming.  Cannot  tell  who  they  were.  My  wife  was  with  me  at  that  time. 
I  did  not  see  any  one  do  any  violence  to  anybody  that  evening  and  night. 

Cross-examined : 
My  mother,  George  Moore,  and  his  wife  were  with  me  after  the  burning  of  Moore's 
house.  I  know  that  there  were  bodies  of  men  protecting  the  city  that  night.  1  knew 
that  bodies  of  men  had  been  appointed  to  patrol  the  town  that  night.  I  saw  nooQe 
about  Moore's  house  when  it  conmienced  burning.  My  house  was  within  fifteen  steps 
of  Moore's.  I  had  been  asleep,  when  the  fire  awoke  nie.  I  was  very  much  alarmed. 
Moore's  wnfe  left  before  dark,  and  hadn't  been  back  that  I  know  of.  I  was  in  Moore's 
house  on  Sunday,  and  he  had  a  great  deal  of  furniture  in  his  house.  She  left  all  the 
furniture  in  theVe.  When  I  woke  up  the  fire  had  just  beg^un  to  bum  well.  I  got  up 
on  the  top  of  my  house,  and  staid  there  until  Moore's  house  was  burned  up.  I  naed 
wat«r  to  prevent  my  house  from  burning.  White  men  came  up,  and  made  the  other 
boys  help  me  keep  my  house  from  catching  on  fire.  I  do  not  know  whether  the  doors 
or  windows  of  Moore's  house  were  open  or  not.  About  half  of  the  house,  the  old  part, 
was  burnt  before  the  white  gentlemen  got  up  there.  He  kept  his  furniture  in  the  new 
part  of  the  house.  If  his  furniture  burnt  up,  it  burnt  in  the  new  part.  1  do  not  know 
that  the  furniture  had  been  taken  out.  I  sat  up  the  rest  of  the  night,  and  was  m  and 
out  of  my  house  after  the  fire  all  night.  The  two  men  who  set  fire  to  the  church  came 
from  a  direction  east  of  my  house— from  the  direction  of  John  Cole's.  They  set  fire 
to  the  church  on  the  east  side.  They  staid  there  till  the  chnrch  got  to  bumiog 
well,  and  then  w^ent  west,  over  the  hill:  whistled,  and  were  joined  by  a  crowd.  They 
met  the  crowd  on  the  brow  of  the  hill,  about  a  hundred  and  fifty  yards,  or  further, 
from  where  I  was.  They  had  guns.  They  stood  and  talked  until  the  church  had 
burned  considerably,  and  then  went  off  toward  town.  A  good  many  citizens  went  up 
to  the  fire  and  a  lot  of  Alabamians.  The  church  was  about  a  hundred  yards  from  where 
I  live.  I  know  the  Alabamians ;  have  known  them  long  very  well.  One  of  them  u«d 
to  clerk  for  Mr.  Fallon  and  one  for  Mr.  Keeton,  and  the  others  live  over  there  and  bring 
cotton  here  to  sell.  One  of  them  clerked  for  Mr.  Fallon  last  fall,  and  one  of  them  for 
Mr.  Keeton  last  fall.  Don't  know  their  names.  I  have  hauled  cotton  from  the  scales 
to  the  depot  for  some  of  those  I  know  to  be  Alabamians.  Don't  know  their  names. 
They  did  nothing  but  stand  there  and  talk  and  look  at  the  fire.  My  head  is  addled 
now,  my  raiud  mixed,  and  I  can't  answer  the  questions.  I  never  knew  of  any  pickets 
being  put  around  the  Methodist  chnrch.  I  was  at  church  Sunday  night,  and  if  there 
were  any  armed  colored  men  around  the  church  I  didn't  see  them.  About  a  hundred 
white  meu,  with  guns,  come  up  there  that  night.  On  the  night  of  the  fire,  Saturday 
night,  I  was  at  the  fire  working,  helping  Sturges  and  Rosenbaum  Sl  Gully.  1  was  not 
with  an  armed  body  of  men  near  the  Jones  House.  After  the  fire  I  went  home ;  did 
not  go  to  the  churcb.  Do  not  know  who  shot  at  parties  going  to  the  fire.  This  is  the 
first  1  have  heard  of  it.  I  saw  Billy  Clopton  at  the  fire.  Heard  him  cursing,  but  paid 
very  little  attention  to  him ;  had  nothing  to  do  with  him. 

Eeexamincd : 
There  were  four  men,  citizens,  who  said  they  were  police,  up  there.  They  came  to 
the  church  after  it  was  burning  good,  and  the  fire  bell  had  rung.  The  Alabamians, 
whom  I  knew,  were  in  the  crowd  that  came  up  after  the  fire  commenced ;  do  not  know 
whether  they  were  the  same  who  came  over  the  hill  or  not.  After  the  burning  of  Aaron 
Moore*s  house,  I  locked  my  door  because  I  was  afraid.  These  four  police  guard  were 
Wiley  T.  Coleman,  Mr.  J.  O.  Charles,  a  clerk  of  Mr.  Wolff's— don't  know  his  name— and 
the  other  I  do  not  know.  Mr.  Wiley  Coleman  and  his  squad  made  the  colored  meu 
help  me  save  my  house.  Mr.  Patton  and  Mr.  L.  D.  Williams  were  there  when  Moore*8 
house  was  burning. 

his 

HARRY  -f  MASON 

mark. 


Joe  Sharp,  colored,  being  sworn,  deposed  as  follows : 

I.  am  a  citizen  of  Meridian ;  a  laborer  by  occupation.  I  was  not  in  the  court-house 
on  the  evening  of  the  ()th,  when  the  difficulty  began.  I  was  in  Meridian  on  that  even- 
ing. I  had  a  chill  at  that  time,  at  Mason's  shop,  which  is  between  the  court-house  and 
Parker's  shop,  but  nearer  the  latter.  I  saw  Warren  Tyler  that  evening,  oo  a  ditch 
between  the  court-house  and  Parker's  shop.  Heard  no  firing  that  evening  at  the  coort- 
house.  I  was  sick,  and  went  out  to  attend  a  call  of  nature,  and  met  Warren  on  the  ditch. 
He  hallooed  to  me  to  come  to  help  him.  I  went  to  him.  He  said  to  me,  '*For  good- 
ness'a  sake,  help  me;  I  am  shot."  I  saw  blood  running  from  his  hip.  I  was  too  weak 
to  help,  and  got  two  men  to  help  him.    Don't  know  them.    The  two  men  helped  him. 
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I  followed  on  till  they  got  to  the  store  of  Mr.  Peters.  They  flung  him  in  there.  I 
went  on,  and  (*\d  no(  stop  nntil  I  got  to  the  railroad.  I  mode  no  halt  at  the  store.  I 
saw  nobody  after  him,  and  no  crowd  comins  in  that  direction,  nor  noise  on  the  streets. 
I  saw  no  pistol  on  him ;  he  had  a  belt  on  him.  This  is  all  I  know  about  it.  I  knew 
nothing  of  Marion  White,  Isaac  Lee,  and  Henry  Johnson  being  under  arrest  at  the 
court-house  that  night,  or  of  their  being  shot  beyond  the  railroad.  Know  nothing  of 
the  burning  of  Moore's  house  or  the  church.  Saw  no  act«  of  violence  that  evening  or 
night.  I  had  a  chill  about  sundown,  and  went  home  and  staid  that  night.  There  is 
one  store  between  Peters's  store  and  Parker's  shop. 

bis 
JOE  -f  SHARP 
mark. 

JoHX  Long,  colored,  being  sworn,  testified: 

I  am  a  citizen  of  Meridian,  and  a  drayman  by  occupation.  I  was  in  the  city  when 
the  disturbance  occurred  on  Monday  evening  and  night.  Don't  know  what  took  place 
in  the  conrt-honse:  was  not  there.  I  know  nothing  of  the  prisoners,  Lee,  White,  and 
Johnflon.  I  live  right  across  the  street  from  Aaron  Moore's  house.  Was  there  that 
Monday  night.  Saw  no  men  coming  near  there  (Moore's  house)  shortly  before  the 
fire,  flay  down  and  went  to  sleep ;  when  I  awoke  the  house  was  in  full  blaze ;  after 
awaking/l  looked  out  and  saw  the  house  burning ;  I  saw  only  two  men  on  horses 
standing  there.  Don't  know  whether  it  was  set  on  fire  or  not;  never  was  inside  the 
boose ;  I  sat  up  about  an  hour  afterward ;  the  first  I  knew  of  the  fire  of  the  church, 
the  roaring  of  the  fire  waked  me ;  I  opened  my  door,  looked  out,  and  saw  that  the  top 
of  the  church  was  in  a  light  blaze ;  I  saw  some  white  men  standing  out  there,  but 
don't  know  who  they  were — about  four  or  five  men ;  they  were  all  on  foofc ;  don't 
know  whether  they  had  guns  or  not ;  don't  know  who  fired  the  church,  nor  of  an 
anned  band  coming  up  to  the  church  from  the  hill ;  I  know  of  no  act  of  violence  done 
to  any  one  that  night. 
Cross-examined : 

Phave  been  here  since  the  surrender;  no  one  interfered  with  me  on  Monday ;  was  at 
Broach  &  Brown's  when  the  difiSculty  began ;  have  always  been  treated  kindly  by  the 
white  people.  I  go  to  the  Methodist  church  at  night ;  know  of  no  guards  beiug  placed 
aroDod  there;  was  in  town  when  the  fire  besun  on  Saturday  night ;  heard  no  guns  as 
the  (ire  began  ;  have  heard  repeatedly^  for  the  last  three  or  four  months,  that  Warren 
Tyler  and  Billy  Clopton  were  very  evil  disposed  toward  the  whites,  and  liable  to  get 
Qp  a  difficulty  between  them. 

hli 

JOHN  -f  LONG. 

murk. 

John  Cole,  colored,  being  sworn,  testified : 

I  am  a  citizen  of  Meridian ;  working  streets  is  my  occupation ;  I  know  nothing  of  the 
difficulty  in  the  court-room ;  was  there  a  few  minutes  before  it  began ;  I  saw  no  armed 
men  there;  did  not  leave  for  fear  of  a  difficulty,  but  went  to  my  work;  saw  nothing  of 
the  occurrence  on  the  streets  nor  anything  of  the  killing  of  White,  Lee,  and  Jonn- 
8on.  I  live  near  the  church  and  next  lot  to  Aaron  Moore ;  I  was  in  my  room  asleep, 
when  some  women  came  in  and  woke  me  up,  saying  Moore's  house  was  on  fire ;  the 
hoaaewas  falling  in  when  I  woke  up;  saw  no  armed  men  around  the  house;  afterward 
three  men  rode  up  who  knew  me,  and  said  they  would  help  me  if  I  thought  there  was 
My  danger  of  my  house  burning ;  don't  know  who  set  the  house  on  fire ;  I  have  no  idea ; 
after  I  saw  there  was  no  danger  of  my  house  burning  I  went  to  bed ;  I  know  very  little 
of  the  church  burning;  I  slept  until  day  the  next  morning. 

Cross-examined : 
The  men  w^ho  rode  up  and  offered  to  help  were  Messrs.  Wiley  Coleman,  McAlpin,  and 
McDonald.  No  one  offered  to  do  me  harm  that  night  or  at  any  other  time.  Have 
always  been  treate<l  well ;  was  in  Moore's  house  on  Sunday ;  there  was  some  furniture 
in  the  new  part  of  the  house ;  when  I  went  home  from  work  on  Monday,  about  half  an 
honr by  sun,  Mcx>re'8  wife  was  there;  also  Bell  Aiken,  a  colored  teacher;  she  staid  all 
night;  Mrs.  Moore  loft  after  supper;  I  told  her  I  didn't  apprehend  any  danger;  that  I 
bad  done  nothing,  but  she  could  go  if  she  wanted  to;  I  dou^t  know  where  she  went ;  I 
saw  no  armed  men  x^sssing  near  or  about  my  house  that  night. 

Reexamined : 
I  know  nothing  of  Mrs.  Moore  taking  her  furniture  out  of  her  house.    Bell  Aiken  had 
ner  trnnk  at  ray  house  when  I  got  home  that  evening.    She  staid  at  Mrs.  Moore's  and 
i»aally  kept  her  trunk  there. 

his 
JOHN  -f  COLE. 
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Pbter  Fairlt,  colored,  being  sworn,  testified : 

I  am  a  citizen  of  this  place,  and  a  carpenter  by  trade.  I  was  in  town  when  tlie  dif- 
ficulty arose ;  know  nothing  of  the  facts  in  the  court-honse.  Know  nothing  of  White, 
Lee,  or  Johnson,  either  their  capture  or  killing.  I  know  of  no  acts  of  violence  to  any 
one  that  night ;  went  home  and  to  bed.  I  know  nothing  of  the  bnming  of  Moore's  haiue ; 
it  was  falling  in  when  my  wife  woke  me  up  and  told  me  of  it.  I  heard  no  one  ssy  that 
they  knew  who  set  the  boose  on  fire;  know  nothing  of  the  bnming  of  the  church.  I 
saw  it  falling  in.  I  saw  no  one  about  it,  but  some  colored  people  running  about  the 
streets.  Don't  know  who  they  were.  I  saw  no  whites  there ;  saw  no  armed  men 
coming  from  over  the  hill  behind  the  church. 

Cross-examined : 
I  staid  the  evening  of  the  difficulty  at  my  work.  No  one  showed  any  disposition  to 
hurt  mo  at  all.  There  were  a  great  many  people  passing  all  the  time.  Three  colored 
people  remained  with  me.  Six  or  seven  hiid  been  with  me.  No  ii^jury  was  offered  to 
them.  No  one  interfered  with  me  on  my  way  home  that  evening.  Have  been  here 
four  years ;  never  was  interfered  with.  There  has  been  a  great  deal  of  shooting  anracd 
the  colored  churches ;  so  much  so,  that  I  was  afraid  to  step  out  at  night.  I  was  at  home 
when  the  fire  begun  on  Saturday  night;  didn't  come  down.  Heara  agreat  many  gam 
fired  ofl'  when  the  alarm  of  fire  was  given  in  the  neighborhood  from  my  houm  to  the 
fire.  The  course  of  Bill  v  Clopton  and  Warren  Tyler  was  calculated  to  lead  to  difficulty 
between  whites  and  blacks.  I  kept  out  of  their  company  on  that  account.  Hare 
been  appealed  to  by  the  whites,  Shearer  and  others,  to  intercede  with  Tyler  and  Clop- 
ton about  this  firing  ofi*  of  guns  at  night ;  have  done  so  until  I  was  forced  to  desist  for 
fear  of  personal  violence. 

Reexamined : 
There  had  been,  for  perhaps  a  month,  a  great  deal  of  firing  at  night,  and  perhaps  no 
more  that  night  than  usual.    There  were  three  truns  at  my  house,  one  my  own,  and 
the  others  belonged  to  a  widow  lady  in  town ;  were  given  to  me  to  sell.    Neither  bad 
been  loaded  since  they  had  been  there. 

his 

PETKR  +  FAIRLY 

mark. 

John  Chbisty,  being  sworn,  testified : 

I  am  a  citizen  of  no  place :  am  a  minstrel  by  profession,  traveling  over  the  country; 
I  have  been  here  for  four  or  hve  weeks.  Was  in  Meridian  during  and  when  the  difiicnlty 
begun  ;  know  nothing  of  the  occurrence  in  the  court-house.  I  know  nothing  of  the 
killing  of  Isaac  Lee,  Marian  White,  and  Henry  Johnson.  Saw  no  acts  of  violenee 
to  any  one  that  night  or  at  any  time.  The  party  who  escorted  Sturges  off  was  a  sberiflTs 
party ;  they  were  keeping  him  from  being  harmed.  Took  no  tobacco  from  Moore's 
house  the  night  it  was  burned,  and  was  not  there.  I  was  in  the  Phoenix  Hotel  that 
night  when  the  church  was  burned ;  was  in  there  twice  that  night.  I  had  in  my  pos- 
session, for  about  two  months,  a  pistol  taken  from  Moore's  house.  The  pistol  tras 
taken  out  by  the  sherifi'^s  party.  Never  had  in  my  possession  tobacco  taken  from 
Moore's  house.  About  eighty  were  in  the  company,  and  drank  by  squads.  I  don't 
know  who  were  in  the  company ;  I  know  none  of  their  names.  It  was  about  three  or 
four  oVlock  in  the  evening  when  the  pistol  was  taken  out.  I  don't  know  Aaron  Moore 
nor  where  he  lived.  The  house  that  I  saw  was  a  white  framed  house,  opposite  tho 
church  ;  have  heard  it  was  burnt.  I  was  not  there  after  that  time.  I  went  into  the 
house  with  about  nine  more.  Don't  know  what  their  names  were.  The  front  room 
had  a  Kne  Brussels  carpet  on  the  floor ;  there  was  also  a  trunk  and  a  couple  of  chairs 
in  there,  and  one  bedstead ;  two  other  rooms  were  furnished  about  as  well— two  beds 
and  two  trunks  in  one  of  them.  Found  no  arms  in  there  but  a  pistol.  Have  seen  nor 
had  in  my  possession  any  arms  that  came  out  of  that  house  except  the  pistol 
There  was  nothing  brought  out  but  the  pistol,  and  did  not  hear  them  say  that  aov 
others  were  discovered  there.  When  I  went  in  and  came  out  of  the  Phceuix  Hotel, 
I  saw  no  armed  men  on  tho  comer.  Saw  about  eighty  who  had  been  to  escort  Stni^ 
ofi',  and  none  others.  Know  nothing  of  the  killing  of  White.  Lee,  and  Johnson.  Don't 
know  them ;  never  heard  of  it ;  only  heard  of  the  death  of  Tyler,  Clopton,  BitMnlette, 
and  Fonl.  I  saw  Clopton  fall  ofi'  the  porch ;  he  was  not  dead  then.  I  was  ont 
in  the  street,  opposite,  at  that  time,  going  to  see  Mr.  Sturges.  I  did  not  look  up 
to  the  balcony.  Other  men  touched  me,  saying  that  he  had  fallen  off  the  porch.  I 
don't  know  who  he  was.    I  came  from  Mobile  hei'e. 

Cross-examined : 
At  the  time  I  went  up  to  Moore's  house  was  soon  after  he  had  broke  custody  and  tb« 
difficulty  in  the  court-room,  and  to  arrest  him  if  he  could  be  found,  and  to  search  fur 
arms. 
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Beezamined : 
I  saw  penions  start  after  Moore ;  don^t  know  the  number— much  under  fifty  and 
more  than  two  or  three.    I  paid  no  attention.    I  know  nothing  of  a  message  being 
ynt  from  this  town  to  any  quarter  that  evening  or  at  any  time.    Don't  know  any  who 
^ent  after  Moore  when  he  welit  off  from  here. 

JOHN  CHRISTV. 


George  Moors,  colored,  being  duly  sworn,  testified: 

I  live  here,  and  am  a  barber.  I  was  in  Meridian  when  the  difficulty  began,  but  was 
Dot  in  the  court-room,  and  know  nothing  of  the  scenes  there,  nor  about  White,  Johnson, 
and  Lee.  I  don't  live  near  Mooie's  house.  Know  nothing  of  the  fire  of  Moore's  house. 
I  saw  it  burning ;  don't  know  anybody  who  does  know  of  it. 

^  GEORGE  MOORE. 


CHANzft  Cole,  colored,  being  sworn,  testified : 

I  live  near  Moore's  house,  and  was  in  my  house  when  the  fire  occurred.  I  was  asleep ; 
heard  the  fire  popping;  woke  up  John  Cole,  and  told  him  of  the  fire.  Mrs.  Moore  was 
not  there  then.  Don't  know  whether  any  furniture  was  moved  out  before  the  fire  or 
not.  I  was  not  in  the  house  that  evening.  I  went  in  the  yard  and  saw  the  furniture, 
wiuiial,  from  the  open  doors;  carpets  were  on  the  floor.  When  Moore's  wife  came  to 
mj  boQse  that  evening,  she  brought  nothing  but  a  child,  and  it  was  after  the  report  of 
the  disturbance  in  town.  She  was  scared  to  death ;  all  of  us  were.  I  first  found  the 
church  was  on  fire  from  the  noise  of  the  fire.  I  know  nothing  of  an  armed  band  of 
whites  coming  up  from  behind  the  church,  and  know  nothing  of  two  men  setting  the 
church  on  fire.    Don't  know  who  set  it  on  fire. 

Cross-examined : 
Xo  one  troubled  me  that  night.    Aaron  Moore's  wife  left  my  house  about  dark.    I 
dun't  know  where  she  went  to  that  night ;  I  didn't  see  her  after  that.    The  alarm 
down  town  is  what  frightened  us  all.    I  live  about  half  a  mile  from  the  court-house. 

her 
CHANIE  4-  COLE, 
mark. 

Mast  Cole,  colored,  being  sworn,  testified : 

I  was  near  Moore's  house  when  it  was  burnt.  I  live  near  it.  It  was  almost  burnt 
wh«n  I  found  it  out.  I  was  asleep  at  the  time.  I  don't  know  anything  of  the  church 
helDg  burnt.  Don't  know  of  any  harm  being  done  to  any  one  during  that  evening  or 
night,  or  of  two  men  setting  the  church  on  fire. 

her 

MARY  -f  COLE. 

mark. 

Louise  Mason,  colored,  sworn,  testified : 

I  was  near  Moore's  house  on  the  night  of  the  burning.  I  was  asleep  and  the  fire 
awoke  me.  I  staid  up  until  the  church  was  burnt.  I  saw  two  men  go  to  where  Moore's 
houne  was  burnt,  and  take  a  chunk  of  fire  apiece,  and  walk  into  the  door  of  the  church 
fronting  toward  town,  and  put  the  fire  down  between  the  two  doors  in  the  back  of 
the  church,  close  to  the  wall.  This  I  judge  from  the  light.  A  good  many  came  up 
tbere  ailer  the  fire  began,  but  I  didn't  know  any  of  them ;  saw  bands  come  up  from 
all  dii«ctions  to  the  churcu ;  from  the  back  way^  front  way,  and  every  way.  1  heard 
DO  ai^aL  A  great  deal  of  whistling  was  earned  on  among  them,  like  they  were 
mockiLg  a  partridge.  I  don't  know  the  names  of  the  two  men  who  fired  the  church ; 
they  were  white,  as  I  saw  frt>m  the  moonlight.  I  saw  no  acts  of  violence  on  any  one 
that  night. 

Cross-examined : 
1  am  Henry  Mason's  wife.  The  men  with  the  chunks  in  hand  went  inside ;  did  not 
f^t  it  on  the  inside.  I  saw  no  can  in  their  hands.  I  saw  them  just  as  they  were  pick- 
ing np  the  tire ;  they  raised  up  the  chunks  and  went  right  on  to  the  church.  They 
iimn*t  stop  or  stoop  down  to  pick  up  anything  that  I  saw.  I  was  looking  at  them  all 
tlie  time.  Didn't  see  the  men  come  out ;  they  must  have  gone  out  at  the  other  end  of 
the  chareh.  I  saw  them  no  more  that  I  know  of.  Harry  was  there  in  my  room  lyins 
^wzL   I  told  him  of  .the  two  men ;  he  came  to  the  door,  looked  out,  went.  back,  ann 
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came  out  no  more.  When  I  told  him^  the  men  were  going  toward  the  church  with  the 
fire.  Harry  knew  nothing  of  them,  as  he  was  lying  down.  He  was  not  looking  out 
of  the  window,  for  the  curtain  was  down  and  he  could  not  see  through  it ;  the  curtaiu 
was  dark  colored  calico.  I  don't  know  whether  he  stood  there  until  the  men  got  into 
the  church  or  not.  As  soon  as  I  saw  the  church  vroH  on  lire,  I  looked  for  Harry,  auU 
he  was  in  bed  again.  He  did  not,  I  am  certain,  st9/id  there  until  the  church  got  to 
burning,  nor  was  he  up  when  the  men  got  the  tire  from  Moore's  house.  When  I  called 
him  up  the  second  time,  ho  went  over  to  his  mother's  house  to  help  take  out  her  goods. 
No  one  tried  to  harm  me. 

Reexamined : 
While  standing  in  the  door  I  did  not  look  back  to  see  if  Harry  was  then  in  bed,  antil 
I  called  him.    If  the  curtain  had  been  raised  any  one  could  have  seen  the  end  of  the 
church  and  any  one  who  was  going  into  the  door.    The  fire  flashed  up  suddenly  sod 
made  a  big  blaze,  as  though  powder  had  been  thrown  down  there. 

ker 
LOUISE  -f  MASON, 
mark. 

Ann  Cole,  colored,  sworn,  testified: 

Harry  Mason  came  over  to  my  house  during  the  burning  to  help  carry  out  the  things 
I  saw  the  church  when  it  caught  on  fire,  and  saw  that  the)-  were  white  men  who  set  it 
on  fire,  but  don't  know  who  they  were.  It  flashexl  up  suddenly  as  soon  as  the  fire  wu 
put  down.  I  know  nothing  of  Moore's  house  burning.  Don't  Know  of  any  acts  of  vio- 
lence done  to  any  one  up  there. 

Cross-examined : 
Was  in  my  house,  at  the  door,  when  I  saw  the  men  fire  the  church.  The  men  were 
about  thirty  steps  from  the  church  when  I  first  saw  them.  They  had  the  fire  in  their 
hands.  I  saw  them  b}'  the  moonlight.  They  were  walking  from  the  direction  of 
Moore's  house  when  I  first  saw  them,  sideways  to  me.  They  were  about  forty  fitepti 
from  me.  I  can  tell  a  white  man  from  a  mulatto  man  by  moonlight  by  his  walk ;  that  i8 
the  way  I  told  them.  I  can't  explain  the  difierence  in  the  walk,  but  there  is  a  differ- 
ence. I  saw  no  can  in  their  hands.  I  staid  in  my  door  until  the  fire  began.  They  did 
not  come  out  of  the  door  through  which  they  entered,  I  am  certain.  If  they  had  come 
out  of  that  door  I  think  I  would  have  seen  them.  When  I  called  for  my  son  to  help 
^et  my  things  out,  he  came  as  soon  as  he  could  get  on  his  clothes.  I  don't  know  tbat 
It  was  the  two  men  who  fired  the  church,  but  I  heard  whistling. 

Reexamined : 
There  were  two  doors  to  the  church  on  the  same  face  of  the  house.    Other  men  came 
up  during  the  time  it  was  burning,  but  don't  know  that  the  men  who  fired  the  hoase 
wore  there  or  not.    The  fire  on  one  corner  of  the  house  had  gone  up  to  the  roof  before 
I  called  for  help.    It  burnt  very  rapidly. 

her 
ANN  +  COLE, 
mark. 

Nathan  Clements,  colored,  being  sworn,  testified : 

I  am  a  citizen  of  Meridian,  and  a  carpenter.  Was  in  i-own  when  the  difficulty 
occurred.  I  saw  Tylor  after  he  was  shot.  Saw  no  one  shoot  him ;  heard  the  gnns.  I 
saw  the  men  come  out  of  Parker's  shop,  but  don't  know  the  names  of  any  but  Mr. 
Hugh  Wilson,  Mr.  Coleman,  and  Mr.  Belk.  All  the  young  Colemans  were  tbere,  and 
some  came  out  of  the  house ;  I  know  not  which.  They  were  Mr.  Robert  Coleman'^ 
sons.  I  saw  Dred  Finley  during  the  difficulty.  I  saw  Mr.  Shearer,  who  was  shot  in 
the  hand  and  said  there  was  snooting  in  the  court-room,  but  didn't  know  who  they 
were.  I  saw  Mr.  Horn.  He  di-ew  his  gun  on  Dred  Finley,  saying,  **  Yon  all  hiive 
started  it,  and  we  will  end  it."  Dred  then  said  I  have  nothing  to  do  with  it,  and  Mr. 
Horn  said,  "  Show  me  the  son  of  a  bitch  who  has."  He  said  nothing  more,  but  passed 
on  with  his  gun  and  troubled  him  no  t\irther.  His  son  Jerre  was  not  with  him  at  that 
time.  I  saw  Horn  that  evening  about  half  an  hour  by  sun,  near  Aaron  Moore's  house, 
with  the  company  of  Captain  Henderson.  Jerre  with  him  then.  I  saw  Hender8ou> 
company  up  there  again  between  8  aod  9  o'clock  at  night.  I  know  no  one  but  Hen- 
derson, whose  voice  1  recognized.  They  went  up  to  Moore's  house.  Thev  staid  about 
half  an  honr  or  three-quart'Ci'S.  I  don't  know  that  they  came  back  again  that  ni|;ht. 
I  heard  men  passing  all  night ;  couldn't  go  to  sleep,  because  I  was  in  dre^d  all  the  timt*. 
The  fire  had  ci^ught  the  old  part,  and  not  the  now  part.,  of  the  house  when  I  first  sa\»' 
the  flames.  I  had  been  painting  the  house ;  had  a  good  deal  of  paint  in  the  house,  and 
oould  have  saved  it,  but  was  afraid  to  go  there.    I  met  Isaac  Lee  at  the  brick  mill ;  we 
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vent  home  to|?ether.  He  was  ftfhiid  to  remain  at  his  work,  fae  said.  As  we  tvent  on 
I  saw  a  company  of  men.  I  stopped,  leaned  against  tbe  fence,  and  heard  some  one  say 
bait.  I  looked  round  and  old  man  Lee  was  running.  The  gnn  fired  and  Lee's  arm 
tell.  The  men  mnning  after  him  were  Mr.  Henry  Swann  and  Ike  Adams.  Lee  ran 
^rofls  the  street  into  Mr.  Houston's  yard.  I  saw  no  more  of  him  until  I  had  to  bury 
him.  I  lUso  buried  White.  I  saw  Johnson.  The  body,  when  I  saw  it,  was  not  muti^ 
luted. 

Croas-ezaouned : 
I  passed  through  the  crowd  up  near  Parker's  shop.  No  one  interfered  with  me  at  all. 
It  was  hardly  five  minutes  after  the  firing  of  the  guns  in  Parker's  shop  until  I  saw 
Wilson,  Mr.  Coleman,  and  sons  near  the  shop.  I  don't  know  but  that  they  were  going 
in  to  look  at  the  body.  There  was  a  great  many  around  there.  I  did  not  see  Wiley 
Coleman  at  Parker's  shop ;  another  one,  a  young  man  just  grown  up,  was  not  there. 
The  men  all  left  and  came  toward  the  court-house.  I  was  standing  Ittim  the  shop,  be- 
tween fifty  and  one  hundred  yards,  on  the  ground.  I  was  on  the  corner  opposite  the 
mayor's  office  when  I  saw  Mr.  Wilson  and  Mr.  Coleman  and  sons.  Horn  never  took 
hold  of  Finley,  that  I  saw,  by  the  collar  or  any  other  way.  I  was  looking  at  them. 
Aliont  8  o'clock  Henderson's  company  left  Moore's  house,  aud  -about  12  I  woke  up  and 
the  old  part  uf  the  house  was  bumine  rapidly  up  through  the  roof.  Both  of  tbe  men 
after  Lee  were  on  horses  at  the  time  ne  was  shot  in  the  arm.  I  was  standing  against 
the  fence  with  my  back  to  Lee.  I  heard  halt,  halt,  and  then  the  gun  fired.  I  looked 
aroimd  saw  Lee's  arm  falL  The  two  men  ou  horseback  were  at  least  fifty  yards  apart, 
and  about  forty  or  fifty  yards  from  Lee.  Lee  was  before  one  of  them  and  side  of  the 
other.  I  saw  two  men ;  don't  know  that  anybody  on  foot  was  with  them.  The  men 
coming  up  the  street  leading  to  the  colored  Methodist  church  did  the  firing  at  Lee. 
They  were  about  fifty  yards  from  me  when  the  gun  fired.  The  firing  was  done  about 
fifty  yards  just  above  me.  They  were  going  from  me  at  the  time,  and  did  not  get  any 
closer  to  me.  The  one  who  came  arouud  was  the  one  who  fired  the  gun — Mr.  Henry 
Swann.  Ike  Adams  was  also  on  horseback,  was  there  on  horeback,  coming  up  the 
Mreet.  I  thought  Mr.  Swann  was  trying  to  protect  hce,  for  he  threw  his  hand  up  for 
them  not  to  shoot  at  him ;  this  was  near  the  bouse  of  Mr.  Houston.  I  did  not  see  Lee 
vhen  he  was  arrested.  Lee's  house,  from  where  I  was  standing,  was  about  forty  or  fifty 
yards.    I  saw  Lee  running  from  there.    I  don't  know  what  made  Isaac  Lee  run. 

Reexamined : 
I  saw  Robert  Coleman,  Dunn,  and  Swann  at  the  shop  of  Parker.    I  don't  know  whethei 
he  was  arrested  or  not.    I  didn't  see  Lee  draw  any  pistol  upou  them. 

his 
NATHAN  X  CLEMENTS, 
mark. 


Jefferson  Davis,  colored,  being  sworn,  testified : 

I  am  a  citisen  of  Meridian  ;  have  beeu  here  four  mouths :  was  here  when  the  disturb- 
ance began,  but  was  in  bed  sick.  Don't  know  Isaac  Lee,  but  saw  a  man  running,  and 
the  children  said  it  was  Isaac  Lee.  Two  men  were  after  him,  and  hallooing  for  him  to 
stop.  Mr.  Adams,  a  policeman,  was  one  of  them.  He  was  on  foot,  the  other  man  was 
on  borBeback.  I  did  not  see  the  shot  but  heard  the  gun.  The  man  on  horseback  could 
have  sho^  but  didn't  that  I  saw.  No  horse  that  I  saw  was  near  Mr.  Adams.  I  live  near 
Isaac  Lee^s.  This  took  place  in  front  of  my  house.  The  man  on  horseback  might  have 
shot  before  I  got  up.    He  had  a  donble-bariel  shot  gun. 

Cross-examined : 
Mr.  Adams  was  not  on  horseback.  The  man  on  the  horse  I  did  not  know.  The  meu 
hallooed  to  him,  stop,  stop,  before  they  shot,  and  then  I  heard  the  gun  fire.  I  then  ^ot 
np  and  saw  Lee  running.  The  man  on  horseback  ran  up  within  twenty  yards  of  him, 
hilt  did  not  offer  to  shoot  him.  I  don't  know  what  Lee  had  been  doing  before  I  heard 
tbe  order  to  stop,  stop.  Both  followed  him  on  to  Houston's  yard.  I  saw  him  go  in.  I 
don't  know  where  Moore's  house  is,  and  know  nothing  of  the  two  fires  on  Monday  night 
or  Saturday  night. 

bis 
JEFFERSON  X  DAVIS, 
mark. 


Tim  Homki{,  being  sworn,  testified : 

I  am  conductor  of  a  freight  train  on  the  Alabama  and  Chattanooga  Railroad, 
Bontbem  division.  I  am  not  conductor  of  the  passenger  train  which  came  in  and  out 
on  the  night  of  Monday  and  morning  of  Tuesday.    Freight  train  is  due  at  Meridian  at 
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5.40  p.  m.,  and  leaves  5.15  a  ni.  The  condactors  change  at  Meridian ;  the  one  who  camo 
in  on  the  10  o'clock  train  Monday  night  did  not  go  back  the  next  nioniing  at  2.:{5. 
Don't  remember  who  came  in  that  evening.  There  are  two  condnctors,  Messrs.  Waldnm 
and  Marsh.  I  think  Mr.  Waldrou  came  in  that  evening.  A  train  leaves  Meridian  at 
12  o'clock  at  night  for  Sehua.  No  body  of  armed  men  came  in  on  my  train  that 
evening.  A  good  many  men  went  out  next  morning.  Some  had  guns  and  some  had 
pistols.  The  first  one  or  two,  I  think,  got  off  at  Toomsuba,  some  Cuba,  York,  aud 
Eutaw.  Toorosuba  is  in  Mississippi.  The  others  are  in  Alabama.  The  men  that  I 
knew  were  Mr.  Norvell  and  Pres.  Nash,  Livingston,  and  Doc.  Reynolds,  of  Eutaw,  aud, 
I  think,  Bob  Fewell  and  Charlie  Bouyer,  of  York,  and  Mr.  William  Lynn,  of  Cuba. 
Cross-examined : 

I  don't  remember  who  had  arms.  I  think  some  of  the  men  were  armed.  Mr.  Fewell 
and  Bouyer,  who  got  off  at  York,  are  emi)loy^  of  the  road,  and  were  going  back.  Mr. 
Nash,  also,  of  Livingston.  I  don't  know  who  got  off  at  Toomsuba — not  acquaiuted 
with  them.  I  have  passengers  nearly  every  morning  going  out.  There  is  a  passenger 
and  a  second-class  coach,  and  I  frequently  have  a  crow^d  of  men  going  out  with  me.  M<i>t 
men  travel  with  arms ;  some  with  guns  and  some  with  pistols,  and  have  been  since  I 
have  been  on  the  road-  I  noticed  nothing  unusual  on  the  part  of  the  passengers  on 
that  trip.  Frequently  have  as  many  as  were  on  that  trip. 
Reexamined : 

There  was  shooting  out  at  the  windows  that  morning,  but  that  frequently  occurred  at 
other  times.  Very  olten  I  bring  in  the  same  parties  that  were  on  the  train.  Sometimes 
these  would  shoot,  at  other  times,  and  sometimes  others. 

TIM  HOMER. 

Andy  Waldron,  being  sworn,  testified : 

I  am  conductor  of  a  passenger  train  on  the  Alabama  and  Chattanooga  Railroad.  I  ^a^ 
Oti  the  train  which  went  out  ou  Monday,  March  6.  A  body  of  armed  men  came  in  that 
evening.  I  did  not  go  out  Tuesday  morning.  Mr.  Marsh  went  out.  The  men  iinm- 
bered  about  thirty-five  or  forty.  Some  had  guns  and  some  had  pistols,  and  some  were 
not  armed  at  all.  Some  came  from  Eutaw,  Livingston,  York,  and  Cuba.  I  know  very 
few  names.  I  saw  Mr.  Norvell  after  I  got  here,  but  don't  remember  whether  he  came 
on  my  train  or  not.  I  saw  on  the  train  Preston  Nash,  and  think  I  saw  Joe  Reynolds, 
but  couldn't  sav  positively ;  Robert  Fewell  and  Bouyer.  I  saw  Mr.  Morgan  Lynn.  I 
don't  know  William  Lynn.  I  remember  no  others  on  the  train.  I  gave  them  one  car 
to  themselves ;  so  I  didn't  recognize  many  of  them.  Those  mentioned  came  in  that 
party.  They  all,  those  mentioned,  got  off  together  at  Meridian,  unless  they  got  oft  at 
the  last  station  and  came  up  into  town. 

Cross-examined : 
I  had  no  unusual  crowd  that  evening.  The  above-mentioned  stations  are  regular 
passenger  stations.  The  car  the  crowd  got  in  was  the  only  coach  attached  to  the 
train  except  the  second  class  from  Eutaw  t-o  York.  Meridian  is  the  terminus  of  the 
road,  and  all  got  off  together  here.  Passengers  always  come  up  to  town  when  tbey 
get  off  except  those  who  stopped  at  the  Ragsdale  House.  Passengers  usually  travel 
with  arms.    There  was  nothing  unusual  in  the  getting  off  the  train. 

Reexamined : 
The  crowd  was  not  excited,  nor  had  they  been  drinking.     They  met  other  persons 
here  at  the  depot,  and  no  more  conversation  than  usual.    I  don't  know  whether  tb»y 
came  to  town  in  a  body  or  not. 

A.  WALDRON. 

J.  W.  Cole,  being  sworn,  testified : 

I  am  a  citizen  of  Meridian,  and  am  a  clerk  ;  I  was  in  town  during  the  difficnltv ;  I 
am  the  magistrate  who  held  the  inquest  over  the  bodies  of  Judge  Bramlette  and  Gn^ 
Ford  in  the  court-room.  L.  D.  Williams  and  A.  R.  Wilson  were  introduced  as  wit- 
nesses at  the  inqnest.  The  jury  were  as  follows :  L.  K.  Latham,  W.  M.  Rush,  F.  Levy, 
G.  L.  Thompson,  D.  Rosenbauni,  J.  J.  Gr'fflu,  J.  W.  Turner,  Josiah  Thomas,  C.  I.  Shi-r- 
man,  Henry  Sherman,  R.  Lamphere,  and  a  J.  McFv.rland.  The  finding  was  as  follow.*: 
''  We,  the  Jury,  find  that  Judge  £.  L.  Bramlette  came  to  his  death  by  a  pistol  shot  iu 
the  hands  of  one  Warren  Tyler,  the  shot  taking  effect  in  the  left  teniplc  and  passing 
through  the  head."  The  same  jury  sat  over  the  body  of  Gus  Ford.  The  verdict  w:w 
as  follows:  "  We,  the  Jury,  find  in  the  case  of  Gus  Fonl  that  he  came  to  his  death  1*t 
a  pistol  or  gun  shot  from  the  hands  of  some  unknown  person  or  persons."  The  t*bui 
took  effect  in  the  right  side.  I  held  the  inquest  over  the  bodies  that  were  found  be- 
yond the  railroad  about  two  hundred  yards,  on  the  south  side,  and  at  the  head  of  hv* 
street.    No  physicians  were  present. 
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J.  A.  McDoNATJ),  being  sworn,  testified: 

I  was  in  town  during' the  difficulty ;  was  in  a  sheriffs  posse  when  I  went  to  a  house 
und  told  t'hat  it  was  Moore's.  I  was  at  the  conrt-house  when  the  alarm  was  given  of 
(hi'  tire  of  Moore's  house,  and  got  on  my  horse,  aud  went  there  as  quick  as  I  could.  I 
uiet  no  one  that  I  know  of  as  I  went  up  there.  The  main  part  of  the  huiUliug  had  not 
fully  got  on  fire  when  I  ^ot  there.  I  staid  there  uotil  I  saw  that  there  was  no  danger 
of  other  buildings  catching  from  it,  aud  then  I  went  away.  I  don't  remember  the  time 
of  night  the  fire  occurred.  I  went  from  the  fire  to  the  Alabama  aud  Chattanooga  Rail- 
loftd  depot. 

Cross-examined : 
I  never  saw  the  house  of  Moore  before  that  night.  The  roar  part  was  on  fire  when  I 
got  there.  The  front  door  was  open.  I  looked  into  the  house  and  saw  no  furniture.  I 
think  I  would  have  seen  it,  such  as  tables,  chairs,  and  bedsteads,  if  it  had  been  in  the 
room.  I  saw  some  plunder  Just  beyond  his  house  about  fifteeu  or  twenty  yards.  I  saw 
no  furniture  taken  out  of  the  house.  If  there  was  auy  furniture  taken  out  it  was  taken 
oat  before  I  got  there.  1  was  about  the  first  one  who  got  there  after  the  fire  be^au.  I 
urged  the  blacks  to  come  out  aud  help  to  protect  the  houses  near  by  from  catehing  on 
lire.  The  house  was  pretty  well  burnt  up  when  I  left.  Don't  know  that  my  party 
went  to  the  Alabama  and  Chattanooga  Bailroad  depot ;  rather  think  they  did  not. 

Reexamined : 
There  might  have  been  a  carpet  on  the  floor  of  Moore's  house.  It  is  possible  that 
there  might  have  been  furniture ;  but  I  looked  closelv ;  my  attention  was  called  t-o  it 
by  some  one  saying,  "  Moore  has  not  lost  anything ;  he  has  fifteen  hundred  dollars  insur- 
ance on  his  house,  and  there  is  no  furniture  in  there  that  I  can  see."  We  were  ou  horses 
aud  looked  in  at  the  doors  and  windows  to  see  if  there  was  any  furniture,  but  did  not 
go  into  the  house.  I  saw  some  plunder  about  fifteeu  or  twenty  yards  beyond  Moore*s 
house,  in  the  middle  of  the  street,  in  front  of  another  little  shanty.  I  saw  an  old  negro 
woman  who  said  it  was  hers,  aud  that  she  did  not  live  in  this  town. 

J.  A.  Mcdonald. 


W.  M.  Rush,  being  sworn,  testified: 

I  was  on  the  coroner's  jury  who  sat  over  the  body  of  Judge  Bramlette.  I  looked  at 
the  wound  on  one  side.  The  edges  of  the  wound  were  in.  It  was  the  left  side  of  the 
temple.    I  had  my  finger  upon  the  wound. 

W.  M.  RUSH. 


C.  I.  Sharman,  being  sworn,  testified: 

I  examined  the  wound  on  the  head  of  Judge  Bramlette.    The  ball  entered  from  the 
left  side.    I  have  been  a  practicing  jihysician. 

Cross-examined : 
I  was  in  the  court-room  when  the  afiray  began,  and  was  sitting  about  six  feet  from 
Judge  Bramlette,  just  behind  James  Brantley  :  I  saw  Tyler ;  he  was  sitting  to  the  left 
of  Bramlette,  near  by,  just  before  the  firing  began.  When  the  first  shot  was  tired, 
Tyler  was  near  the  door  leadiug  to  the  sheriS''s  office,  which  would  make  him  ou  Judge 
Bramlette's  left.  I  saw  Warreu  Tyler  fire  the  first  shot  that  was  fired  in  the  court-room, 
near  the  door  leadiug  into  the  sheriff's  office.  The  first  shot  killed  Judge  Brauilette, 
and  was  fired  by  Warren  Tyler.  I  saw  him,  Bramlette,  fall  over  at  the  first  shot.  I 
am  not  certain  that  Tyler  fired  more  than  one  shot.  I  heard  several  shots  froui  the 
direction  of  the  sherifi^s  office ;  and  Tyler  retreated  in  that  direction.  I  saw  Gus.  Ford 
tailing  near  the  door  leading  into  the  sheriff's  office.  At  that  time  Watreu  Tyler  had 
retreated  from  that  door  towards  the  sheritt''8  office.  There  is  a  door  lejuling  into  the 
sheriff's  office,  opening  towards  the  door  where  Gus.  Ford  was  falling ;  so  a  perHOU 
inside  the  sherin^s  office  could  shoot  a  man  standing  where  I  saw  Ford  falling.  The 
distance  between  the  two  doors  is  three  feet.  The  hall  between  the  court-room  and 
the  sheriff's  office  is  about  four  feet  wide.  At  the  time  the  pistol  was  fired,  which 
killed  Judge  Bramlette,  Brantley  was  some  three  or  four  feet  out  of  the  range  from 
Tyler  to  Bramlette ;  a  little  to  the  left  and  front.  Tyler  was  within  some  fifteen  or 
twenty  feet  from  Judge  Bramlette  when  he  shot.    Gus.  Ford  was  a  policeman. 

Reexamined: 
I  saw  the  flash  and  smoke  of  Tyler's  pistol.    I  saw  pistols  in  the  room,  but  don't 
Koow  now  who  had  them.    I  was  excited  and  trying  to  take  care  of  myself. 

C.  I.  SHARMAN. 
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A.  B.  Wagner,  being  sworn,  testified  : 

I  oni  a  citizen  of  Meridian,  and  was  in  the  city  when  the  difflenlty  began.    I  was  not 
in  the  court-room,  but  was  in  my  shop  at  work. 

Cross-examined : 
I  was  aware  of  an  excitement  existing  here  since  the  fire  on  Saturday  night,  and  a 
general  apprehension  on  the  part  of  some  civil  officers  and  citizens  of  a  collision  be- 
tween the  blacks  and  whites.  The  sheriff  had  put  on  a  special  police  to  preserve  the 
peace.  Mr.  Belk  was  present  with  the  people  that  I  saw  on  the  streets,  and  who  were 
acting,  as  I  thought,  under  his  direction  and  order.  It  was  understood  at  that  time 
that  Tyler  had  killed  Bramlette,  and  was  fleeing  from  justice,  and  they  were  in  pursuit 
of  him.  There  has  been  a  great  deal  of  disorder  amongst  the  negroes  for  sereral 
months,  by  firing  and  carrying  guns  at  night.  It  was  my  opinion,  from  my  knowledge 
of  the  general  conduct  of  the  negroes  for  some  time  past,  tbat  when  I  heard  the  diffi- 
culty in  the  court-room,  a  general  riot  had  begun  on  the  part  of  the  blacks,  and  so 
much  so,  that  I  went  immediately  to  my  house  and  got  my  gun  and  pistol.  I  know, 
from  hearing  of  it,  that  certain  young  white  men,  Messrs.  Williams  and  Hodges,  had 
previously  been  arrested  by  the  negroes,  let  loose  and  shot  at. 

A.  B.  WAGNER. 


J.  J.  Shannon,  being  sworn,  testified : 

I  was  present  during  the  afternoon  and  night  of  the  difficulty.  The  only  acts  of  vio- 
lence I  saw  during  the  afi'ray,  was  Billy  Cloptou  falling  from  the  balcony  of  the  sher- 
iil''6  office.  Don^t  recollect  who  they  were,  but  there  were  people  upon  the  veranda. 
I  was  at  the  depot  that  night ;  two  trains  came  in  whUe  I  was  there — the  Alabama 
and  Chattanooga  and  the  M.  &  O.  Railroad  trains.  There  were  about  twenty  or  twenty- 
live  persons  armed,  came  in  on  the  Alabama  and  Chattanooga  train.  They  came  oat 
on  the  platform,  and  I  left  them  there.  They  were  all  together  when  I  left.  I  saw  no 
more  of  them.    I  went  home ;  did  not  recognize  any  of  them. 

Cross-examined : 
Others  got  off  the  train  that  evening,  but  my  attention  was  particularly  called  to 
them,  as  they  yelled  (two  or  three  of  them)  when  they  got  off  the  train.  There  had 
been,  for  several  times,  considerable  apprehension,  on  the  part  of  the  whites,  of  a  col- 
lision between  the  races.  There  has  been  a  great  deal  of  tiring  off  of  guns  at  night. 
I  have  beard  volleys  of  guns  fire  near  my  house.  From  my  house  to  Moore's  house  is 
about  two  or  three  hundred  yards,  and  to  Isaac  Lee's  house  is  about  two  hundred  yards. 
I  saw  no  evidence  on  the  part  of  the  citizens  to  disobey  the  sheriff.  There  was  con- 
siderable excitement  and  confusion.  The  deputy  sheriff  was  with  the  crowd  of  citi- 
zens, and  they  seemed  to  be  acting  with  him  to  ca  pture  Tyler.  At  the  time  I  heard 
the  firing  in  the  court-room,  I  suppose,  from  my  knowledge  of  the  state  of  attain, 
that  a  fight  had  begun  between  the  whites  and  blacks. 

Reexamined : 
I  had  a  pretty  good  opportunity  of  knowing  the  sentiments  on  both  sides.  There 
was  a  good  deal  of  alarm  and  apprehension  on  the  part  of  the  whites,  from  the  shoot- 
ing at  night,  and  what  was  said  to  be  the  talk  of  some  negroes.  The  shooting  that  I 
heard  every  night  was  in  that  part  of  the  city  inhabited  by  the  blacks.  I  heard  as 
many  as  twenty  guns  one  night  near  my  house,  and  one  apparently  in  my  back  yard. 
There  was  a  bitter  feeling  against  certain  black  people  on  account  of  their  reported 
threats,  to  the  eftecl  that  they  would  bum  the  town  and  kill  the  white  ])eople;  that 
there  would  be  a  big  tight  between  the  races.  The  negroes  were  Billy  Clopton,  Isaac 
Lee,  and  Warren  Tyler.  I  heard  this  from  a  black  man  living  next  door  to  Lee,  whose 
name  is  William  Shaw.  He  is  a  truthful  and  honest  negro.  I  heard  of  the  threats 
made  by  Isaac  Lee  against  the  whites  since  his  death,  and  of  the  others  before. 

J.  J.  SHANNON. 

Wiley  Coleman,  being  sworn,  testified : 

I  am  a  citizen  of  Meridian,  and  was  present  in  the  city  when  the  difficulty  began.  I 
did  not  go  into  Parker's  shop.  I  don't  think  I  saw  in  the  shop.  I  don't  know  what 
took  place  in  there.  I  don't  know  who  went  into  Parker's  shop  or  who  came  out.  I 
heard  no  exclamations  inside  the  shop. 

Cross-examined : 

My  brother,  Marcellns,  was  not  in  town  that  evening  at  all ;  Dolon  was  not  there 
either.  These  are  all  the  brothers  I  have  grown,  except  one.  My  lather  did  not 
attempt  to  shoot  Sam  Parker  that  I  saw.    He  seemed  excited  and  talking  loud,  tf 
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were  a  great  many  of  the  orowd.  I  did  not  interpose  at  any  time  to  prevent  mv  father 
froiD  shooting  Parker,  or  any  one  else.  As  soon  as  I  saw  the  fire  of  Moore's  house  I 
galloped  np  there,  being  on  horseback,  and  the  rear  of  the  house  was  on  fire ;  the  front 
bail  not  caaght.  There  was  no  fumitnre  in  the  hoaso  that  I  saw.  I  was  on  my  horse 
and  could  see  through  one  door  and  the  windows.  There  was  at  that  time,  and  for 
some  time  past,  a  considerable  apprehension  of  a  general  attack  from  the  blacks. 

Reexamined : 
I  saw  in  the  middle  of  the  street  a  pile  of  something,  bedding,  &.C.    It  looked  to  be 
aboot  fifteen  feet  long.    The  doors  were  not  broken  open  that  I  know  of.    One  door, 
I  know,  was  closed,  and  I  think  one  was  open.    I  don't  remember  to  have  seen  any 
more  doors. 

W.  T.  COLEMAN. 


B.  U  Henderson,  being  sworn,  testified : 

I  am  a  citizen  of  Meridian,  and  was  in  command  of  a  sqnad  of  men  during  the 
difficulty.  Don't  remember  who  they  all  were.  Christy  and  Spinner  I  remember,  and 
also  a  young  man  by  the  name  of  Smith.  We  went,  the  last  time,  to  Moore's  house  in 
th«  eTcning.  I  was  near  the  Phosnix  hotel  when  I  saw  the  fire  of  Moore's  house.  I 
then  went  up  towards  the  fire  to  the  Presbyterian  church.  I  supposed  it  was  set  on 
fire  to  draw  the  people  from  this  portion  of  the  town,  and  did  not  allow  a  man  to  go  to 
the  fire.  I  gave  permission  to  a  few  to  go  as  far  as  Stnrges's  corner.  I  think  the  whole 
^nad  went  to  the  Presbyterian  church.  Wo  did  not  remain  there  longer  than  half  an 
hour  and  returned  to  the  hotel.  I  was  acting  under  orders  from  the  sheriff,  and  I 
was  acting  very  cautiously  and  guanledly. 

R.  L.  HENDERSON. 

A.  R.  WiLSOK,  being  sworn,  testified : 

I  was  in  Meridian  on  Monday,  the  6th  day  of  March,  and  in  the  court-room.  I  saw  one 
pistol  fire,  which  was  fired  by  Warren  Tyler.  This  was  the  first  shot  fired  in  the  court- 
rooo).  I  had  two  prisoners  iu  my  charge  that  night,  but  don't  know  their  names. 
Mr.  Belk  turned  them  over  to  me  and  tolu  me  to  get  a  sufficient  guard.  I  took  them 
up  into  the  circuit  clerk's  office  and  got  two  or  tlirce  to  asnist  me  in  guarding  them, 
whose  names  I  don't  know.  I  remuiued  with  them  until  the  sheriff  came  down  from 
supper.  I  then  told  him  I  would  got  my  supper,  and  left  for  that  purpose,  and  told 
the  sheriff  that  the  prisoners  were  under  the  charge  of  those  men.  I  did  not  returu 
to  take  charge  of  them.  I  live  at  Toomsuba  and  went  to  the  depot  to  take  the  traiu 
for  home.  I  dou't  know  what  became  of  the  prisoners.  I  didn't  see  any  armed  men 
c-ume  in  on  the  train  from  Alabama.  I  heanl  two  or  three  halloo  when  the  traiu 
urived,  as  you  usually  hear  at  depots  on  the  arrival  of  trains.  I  didn't  see  the  5 
o'clock  train  from  Meridian  pass  Toomsuba  the  morning  of  the  7th  of  March. 

Cross-examined : 
I  was  sitting,  when  the  difficulty  began  in  the  court-room,  on  the  right  hand  side  of 
the  door  leading  into  the  sheriff's  office.  Tyler  was  opposite  and  about  two  or  three 
steps  from  me.  I  saw  him  draw  his  pistol,  present  it,  and  fire  in  the  direction  of  where 
Jndge  Bramlette  was  sitting.  I  didn't  see  Judge  Bramlette  fall.  No  one  was  between 
myMflf  and  Tyler  when  he  hred.  I  noticed  the  relative  positions  of  Judge  Bramlette 
and  Brantley.  Brantley  was  to  the  left  and  in  front  of  Judge  Bramlette,  about  three 
or  four  feet,  when  Tyler  fired.  Brantley  was  then  three  or  four  feet  from  a  direct  range 
from  Tyler  to  Bramlette. 

A.  R.  WILSON. 

THoaL\8  AiXKN,  being  duly  sworn,  says : 

I  am  not  a  citizen  of  this  place,  but  was  here  on  Monday  night,  the  6th  of  March. 
I  was  a  guard  over  two  negroes  in  the  clerk's  office.  I  was  placed  over  them  by  the 
*lepnty  sheriff,  aud  remained  there  from  about  7  o'clock  until  11  o'clock.  I  know  none 
of  the  parties  who  were  guards ;  they  were  all  strangers  to  me.  I  have  been  here  only 
aliont  tUree  weeks.  I  only  volunteered  my  services  for  a  short  time.  I  wanted  my 
tapper,  and  called  from  the  window  for  relief.  Two  men  came  to  relieve  me  and  I  left ; 
tWt  know  the  two  men  who  came  up  and  relieved  me.  The  young  man,  don't  know 
his  name,  who  wa«  on  guard  with  me,  left  also,  when  the  relief  came.  It  was  about 
U  o'clock  when  I  left  the  circuit  clerk's  office.  There  was  no  officer,  that  I  know  of, 
in  charge  of  the  two  negroes  when  I  left.  I  did  not  return  to  where  the  two  negroes 
Were  any  more  that  night. 

THOMAS  ALLEN. 
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The  following  witnesses  for  the  defense  being  introduced  and  sworn,  say  as  follows : 

J.  W.  McMuLLEN,  being  sworn,  says : 

I  live  at  Meridian ;  am  deputy  clerk  in  the  chancery  clerk's  office,  which  is  iu  the 
court-house.  I  was  in  the  court-room  a  part  of  the  time  on  Saturday  evening,  March 
4,  during  a  public  meeting  held  there  by  the  blacks  ;  a  part  of  the  time  I  wtis  in  the 
chancery  clerk's  office  and  on  the  Ktreet*.  There  were  al>out  two  hundred  persons  in 
the  court-room  at  that  meeting.  I  suppose  there  were  some  six  or  eight  whites  in  the 
room.  Public  speeches  were  made  by  William  Deunis,  alias  Clopton,  Warren  Tyler, 
and  Aaron  Moore.  Deunis  was  the  first  to  speak.  The  object  of  the  speech  ostensibly 
was  for  peace,  but  the  |pst  of  his  haraugue,  while  it  was  not  against  any  particular 
political  party,  was  against  the  whit'O  race,  and  occasionally  against  the  deniocTatic 
party.  Don't  remember  the  expressions  used,  but  the  language  was  of  such  a  nuture 
as  to  create  in  my  mind  considerable  alarm,  aud  to  such  an  extent  as  to  induce  me  to 
retreat  into  the  chancery  clerk's  office  and  report  to  J.  R.  Smith  the  impressions  that 
were  made  on  my  mind  by  the  harangue  then  being  made  by  William  Dennis,  and  made 
me  remark  to  Smith  that' Dennis  had  a  crowd,  whom  ho  was  addressing,  perfectly  under 
his  control,  and  that  I  was  ati-aid,  or  at  least  was  apprehensive,  that  if  he  had  bo  or- 
dered, the  crowd  would  even  come  in  and  murder  mo  in  the  chancery  clerk's  ofii(*« ; 
that  if  Clopton  would  just  say  there  were  "  White  men  in  the  room,  go  for  them,"  they 
would  have  obeyed  him,  irrespective  of  party.  Then  Smith  said  he  would  go  and  see 
the  sheriff  and  ^et  him  to  stop  it.  Smith  then  left  the  office.  I  remained  until  Dennis 
was  through  with  his  speech.  I  considered  Clopton's  speech  very  inflammatory  from 
what  I  heard  of  it.  The  negroes,  in  their  applause,  were  laughing,  seemingly  in  re- 
sponse to  the  sentiment  expressed  by  the  speaker.  The  next  speaker  was  Warreu 
Tyler,  who  mounted  the  stand,  and  before  he  commenced  his  harangue,  nnbuckle<l  bis 
pistol  from  his  waist  aud  laid  it  on  the  stand  with  great  sang  froid.  I  became  alarmed 
and  left  the  court-room  and  did  not  remain  to  hear  his  speech,  but  went  out  on  the 
streets.  I  feared  that  some  violence  might  be  committed  on  the  whites  present  I  re- 
turned, however,  alK)nt  the  time  he  was  closing.  He  seemed  then  to  be  speaking  in  a 
run  of  good  humor,  but  criticising  the  acts  of  the  whites  and  the  democratic  party  or  Ku- 
Klux,  which  created  considerable  laughter  among  the  negroes.  Aaron  Moore  spoke  next. 
As  he  was  going  up  I  caught  him  by  the  sleeve  and  told  him  to  please  make  them  a 
peaceable  speech.  My  object  in  so  telling  him  was  for  him  to  conect  the  bad  impKt«- 
sions  and  ill  feeling  that  I  thought  had  been  engendered  by  the  previous  speeches. 
His  speech  was  of  such  a  nature  as  to  create  in  my  mind  the  opinion  that  he  was  iu  full 
sympathy  with  his  race,  but  did  not  think  that  he  said  anything  particularly  violent. 
I  sent  around  to  Aaron  Moure  for  him  to  introduce  a  resolution  to  the  effect  that  no 
more  shooting  should  be  carried  on  by  the  blacks.  The  resolution  was  not  introduced. 
I  heard  the  expression  iu  reference  to  Sodom  and  Gomorrah,  but  don't  know  which  one 
of  the  speakers  used  it.  It  was  to  the  effect  that  Sodom  and  Gromorrah  had  been  bamed 
up,  and  possibly  might  be  repeated.  I  heiu'd  one  of  the  speakers  use  this  language : 
"  Take  the  Indian  style  ;  if  one  is  killed  they  will  have  one  to  pay  for  him."  Then- 
were  other  illusious  made  to  the  effect  that  if  the  town  burned  down  let  it  bum.  I 
don't  know  who  said  it,  but  think  it  was  Tyler. 

J.  W.  McMULLAN. 

Thomas  Evans,  being  sworn,  testified : 

I  was  in  the  court.-room  on  Satunlay,  March  4,  at  a  meeting  held  by  the  blacks.  1 
heard  the  close  of  Clopton's  speech  and  part  of  Tyler's.  Clopton's  speech  seemed  to 
inflame  and  excite  the  negroes,  and  his  object  seemed  to  be  to  put  other  negroes  for- 
ward and  keep  on  the  good  side  himself.  He  wanted  it  to  appear  as  if  he  were  for 
peace,  but  at  the  same  time  stir  up  strife  among  the  whites  and  blacks.  Tyler  seemed 
to  be  against  the  whites  all  the  way  through.  He  abused  them  tremendouslv,  and  the 
audience  applauded  him.  They  were  priucipally  colored,  only  six  or  eight  whites  pres- 
ent. Some  of  the  remarks  of  Clopton  was:  **I  have  some  seven  or  eight  hundred  dol- 
lors  here,  and  expect  to  die  here,  and  that  Ku-Kluxiug  had  to  be  stopped."  Warren 
Tyler  said  that  every  white  man  was  a  Ku-Klux,  and  would  cheat  a  negro  when  he 
could,  and  especially  when  he  got  him  in  figures  he  would  be  sure  to  come  out  amongst 
the  noughts.  Tyler  took  ofi*  his  pistol  and  laid  it  ou  the  stand  when  he  come  oiit. 
Tyler  said  there  ha<l  been  several  insults  to  him  from  the  whites,  and  if  any  more  did 
it  he  would  slap  them  in  the  face,  and  advised  them  to  do  the  same.  Tliis  remark  vt-^ 
applauded. 

THOMAS  EVANS. 

Captain  L.  H.  Kerlee,  being  sworn,  testified : 

I  was  present  in  the  court-house  when  a  meeting,  was  held  on  the  4th  of  March  by 
the  blacks.    I  heard  a  part  of  Clopton*s  8]>eech,  and  a  part  of  Tyler's  speech    Tyler 
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introdnced  a  resolntioD  for  the  self-protection  of  tbeir  race  a^^ainBt  the  whit'e  people 
or  the  Ku  Klux.  H*i  then  read  a  HbI  of  Ku-Klux  outrages,  beginning  with  Adam  Ken- 
iiard,  and  then  Joseph  Williams,  and  Kiser,  who  had  a  mark  that  would  follow  him  to 
his  CTave.  All  this  was  received  with  ^at  applause.  He  afterwards  stated  that  his 
life  ba<l  been  threatened,  and  the  next  time  he  heard  of  it  he  would  get  his  six-shooter, 
hunt  the  man  up  who  threatened  it,  and  walk  his  log. 

L.  H.  KEBLEE. 


J.  B.  Smith,  being  sworn,  testiiied : 

I  was  at  work  in  the  chancery  clerk's  office  when  the  meeting  was  being  held. 
Judge  Gibbons  and  McMuUan  told  me  that  the  speeches  were  inflammatory  and  incend- 
iary, and  Gibbons  said  he  was  apprehejisive  at  that  time  that  there  might  be  trouble 
in  the  conrt-room,  and  suggested  leaving  for  safety,  and  went  down  with  me.  As  I 
stepped  to  the  door  I  heard  Dennis  s  aying  something  about  the  Alabamians,  and  that 
they  (the  negroes)  would  take  things  into  their  own  hands.  I  thought  it  was  prudent 
to  notify  the  sheriff,  and  did  so. 

J.  R.  SMITH. 


J.  L.  Duck,  being  sworn,  testified : 

I  live  in  the  northwestern  portion  of  the  city.  I  was  here  during  the  fire  on  Satur- 
day niffht ;  I  was  at  home  when  the  alarm  was  given,  and  came  to  the  fire.  As  J  came 
down  I  saw  two  colored  men ;  I  know  only  one  of  them  by  name — Ned,  I  think — Ned 
Horn.  I  heard  a  conversation  between  them  about  Sturges'  store-house  burning,  and 
heard  one  say :  *'  Don^t  yon  understand  that ;  don't  you  understand  nothing  f ''  About 
that  time  they  saw  me,  and  ceased.  I  met  another  cfflored  man,  with  a  pistol  in  his 
hand,  who  said  there  was  a  big  fire  down  in  town,  but  was  afraid  to  go  down  there 
hfcause  there  was  so  much  shooting.  I  had  Just  heard  several  guns  tire  in  the  direc- 
tion from  which  he  had  come.  I  saw  William  Sturges ;  Marshall  Weir,  colored,  waa 
with  him ;  I  first  saw  them  in  the  street,  near  Theodore  Sturges'  comer,  coming  down 
Lee  street  toward  the  fire.  My  house  is  about  six  hundred  yards  from  Sturges'.  I 
liad  come  at  least  six  hundred  yards  after  I  heard  the  alarm  when  I  saw  Billy  Sturges 
jroing  to  the  fire.  I  had  some  conversation  with  Sturges  about  the  fire.  Sturges  and 
Weir  were  walking  leisurely  along,  and  seemed  to  be  talking  about  something  else ; 
the  fire  could  be  distinctly  seen  from  whore  they  were.  I  asked  him  how  and  where 
the  fire  originated  f  He  said  he  had  no  idea-^none  in  the  world.  He  then  said  his 
hrother,  who  had  recently  come  here,  was  grieving  over  (200  that  he  had  up  stairs,  and 
vras  afraid  to  go  up  there  for  fear  the  roof  might  fall  on  him.  As  soon  as  the  alarm  of 
fire  was  given  that  night,  firing  of  guns  began  simultaneously  in  those  districts  settled 
hy  negroes.  I  went  home  about  12  o'clocK,  aft-er  the  fire  was  arrested.  After  I  got 
hume  the  negro  Methodist  church  bell  rang,  and  in  about  twelve  or  fifteen  minutes  I 
»aw  armed  colored  men  running  towards  the  church ;  I  saw  but  two  parties  of  armed 
men,  in  number,  about  seven  or  eight.  As  they  left  the  church  that  night,  several 
anned  blacks  passed  near  my  house,  and  about  thirty  or  forty  shots  fired  off.  There 
had  heen  for  several  months  a  great  deal  of  disorderly  conduct  on  the  part  of  the 
blacks,  by  firing  off  guns  at  ni^ht ;  the  firing  at  night.  I  supposed,  was  by  the  blacks ; 
ill  the  day,  I  saw  them.'  The  firing  for  several  days  previous  to  the  fire  on  Saturday 
night  was  very  considerably  increased.  Myself  and  ramily  were  alarmed  on  account 
»f  this  firing,  and  excitement  caused  by  the  fire,  and  asked  that  a  guard  or  patrol  be 
sent  to  protect  that  part  of  the  city.  I  have  passed  by  the  church,  but  not  very  near ; 
never  saw  armed  guards  there,  but  have  freouently  seen  armed  colored  men  going  to 
and  passing  from  those  churches.  I  heard  of  the  meeting  of  the  blacks  in  the  court- 
honfK,  either  during  or  after  the  fire  on  Saturday  night,  and  that  it  was  an  inflammatory 
and  incendiary  meeting.  There  was  in  the  minds  of  the  public  here  a  general  apprehen- 
sion that  there  mi^ht  be  a  collision  between  the  blacks  and  whites,  growing  out  of  the 
fire  on  Saturday  night  and  the  general  disorderly  conduct  of  the  blacks. 

JAMES  L.  DUCK. 


James  Mabtix,  sworn,  testified : 

I  live  in  tlie  western  part  of  the  city,  down  the  Jackson  railroad.  I  came  to  the  fire 
Saturday  night;  I  met  Bill  Clopton  as  I  came  to  the  fire ;  I  saw  him  while  the  fire  was 
huming  fire  off  bis  pistol  two  or  three  times  on  the  street  leading  to  his  shop ;  I  beard 
him  cuising  and  rearing  considerably  that  night.  I  saw  two  negroes,  as  I  returned 
fnim  the  fire,  armed,  and  standing  near  the  Jones  House,  and  about  one  hundred  and 
tifty  yards  firom  the  fire. 

JAMES  MABTm. 
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J.  G.  Floubnoy,  being  sworn,  testified: 

I  wae  here  the  night  of  the  fire ;  I  went  first  to  Hnrlbatt's  store ;  then  immediately  to 
StiiTges' ;  the  fire  hsui  not  burned  through  the  ceiling  overhead  when  I  got  there ;  there 
was  no  fire  in  the  lower  story— it  was  overhead,  next  to  Hurlbutt's  store,  fifleeD  or 
twenty  feet  from  the  front ;  the  fire  seemed  to  be  some  eight  or  ten  feet  in  length  ou 
the  wall,  and  some  three  feet  wide,  extending  from  the  wall;  I  saw  throngh  the  ceiling. 
*  I  heard  some  threats  as  I  went  to  the  fire,  which  were  made  by  a  negro  man,  and  about 
this:  ''Damn  her!  burn  her  up!  bum  her  up,  boys!  Damn  old  Meridian!  she  baa 
given  us  a  heap  of  trouble ;  bum  her  all  up  to-night !''  This  language  seemed  to  be 
very  earnest.  About  that  time  a  negro  approached  him  and  told  him  to  hush ;  aod  bo 
said :  ''  If  you  put  ;i|[our  hands  on  me,  I  will  kill  you."  I  then  pointed  out  the  negm  to 
Mr.  Everman,  a  policeman.  That  evening,  about  5  o'clock,  I  was  standing  in  my  store 
door;  I  heard  a  negro  man  say  to  another:  "There  will  be  crowds  of  people  upon  the 
streets  to-night,  all  night."  This  was  on  Frcfnt  street,  the  same  street  on  which  the 
fire  occurred.  He  further  said  that  there  would  be  crowds  of  people,  both  white  and 
black,  all  night.  There  was  a  good  deal  of  anxiety  in  the  minds  of  the  whites  at  that 
time,  caused  from  the  angry  course  pursued  by  the  negroes. 

J.  G.  FLOUENOY. 


H.  J.  Carter,  being  sworn,  testified : 

I  was  in  this  place  on  the  night  of  the  fire.    While  going  I  met  a  number  of  negroes 

foing  in  the  direction  of  the  African  church,  in  a  different  direction  from  where  the 
re  was.  This  was  while  the  bell  was  ringing  the  alarm  of  fire.  I  heard  them  talking, 
but  didn't  understand  what  they  said.  I  saw  four  negroes  standing  near  my  houae 
after  the  fire  was  quelled,  and  as  I  went  into  the  house  they  dischairged  their  guns- 
four  shot  in  the  air.  I  went  then  with  a  young  lady  to  the  next  door,  and  returned 
and  went  into  the  house,  when  another  shot  was  fired  which  struck  the  paling  in  front 
of  the  window.  I  saw  the  sign  of  two  buckshot  next  morning.  Later  in  the  nigbt 
I  heard  a  good  many  shots  fired  near  by,  and  a  good  deal  of  loud  and  angry  talking. 
I  stepped  out  and  heard  some  of  the  language.  It  was  light  enough  to  see  that  they 
were  negroes.  Heard  one  say  in  a  loud  voice,  "  Get  your  guns."  Another  said,  "Our 
guns  are  over  yonder;  "  one  said,  "  Somebody  has  got  knocked  down ; "  and  another 
said,  "  You'll  see  whether  they  ever  get  back  or  not.''^  Some  one  in  that  crowd  said  to 
a  negro  woman,  as  they  passed  her  cabin,  "  You'll  hear  the  roll-call  before  day."  The 
throng  moved  rapidly  toward  the  church,  and  I  heard  the  bell  ring  in  about  five 
miuutes.  I  stated  that  I  did  not  understand  anything  the  ue^oes  wei*e  talking  about, 
as  I  went  to  the  fire.  I  did  speak  to  one  of  them,  asking  him  if  he  was  going  to  the 
fire.    He  said,  "  I  am  going  to  take  care  of  myself: "  he  was  very  short  aoout  it,  too. 

H.  J.  CARTEB. 

W.  G.  Pbingle,  being  sworn,  testified : 

I  live  about  eight  miles  east  of  Meridian.  I  was  here  on  Saturday,  March  4,  sod 
left  town  about  2  o'clock  that  day.  Isaac  Pringle,  colored,  left  with  me.  I  met,  about 
one  and  a  half  miles  from  town,  armed  negroes  coming  into  town.  I  saw  as  many  as 
five  or  six  in  one  crowd.  They  were  armed  with  guns,  some  of  them ;  my  irapreasion 
was  that  they  all  had  guns.  I  came  to  town  often ;  never  saw  such  before.  I  sav,  in 
all,  coming  armo<.l  to  town,  about  or  at  least  fifteen.  I  learned  that  about  one  hundred 
colored  men  have  left  the  vicinity  from  which  these  colored  men  came  since  the  diffi- 
culty here. 

W.  G.  PRINGLE, 

Isaac  Prinole,  colored,  being  sworn,  testified : 

I  was  in  town,  with  Mr.  Pringle,  on  Saturday,  the  4th  instant,  and  when  out  with 
him,  I  met  armed  negroes  coming  to  town,  about  a  mile  and  a  half  from  town.  I  think 
there  were,  at  least,  fifteen. 

his 
ISAAC  X  PRINGLE. 
mark. 


Feux  Levy,  being  sworn,  testified : 

I  was  in  town  the  night  of  the  fire,  on  the  comer  of  Lee  and  Sydney,  which  is  one 
square  from  where  the  tire  began.  I  saw  the  smoke  coming  out  of  Sturges'  store  befon^ 
the  alarm  was  given.  I  then  gave  the  alarm.  I  saw  William  Sturges  ai)out  that  tiuic; 
met  him  just  above  the  Jones  House,  going  from  the  fire.  I  ran  back  and  called  bim 
by  name,  and  told  him  his  house  was  on  fire.    I  was  about  twenty  yards  from  him.   1 
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called  to  him  with  a  lond  Toice  and  said  his  hoase  was  on  fire.  He  made  no  reply ; 
never  turned  back.  He  was  walking  his  nsnal  gait.  He  did  not  qnicken  his  pace 
when  I  told  him.  I  saw  him  on  Sunday,  after  the  fire,  and  asked  if  he  heard  me  tell 
him  his  honse  was  on  fire,  and  he  answered,  '^  yes,''  and  that  he  was  going  h6me  after 
the  key.  Didn't  hear  Sturges  give  any  alarm  of  fire,  either  before  or  aiYer  I  notified 
him.  When  I  met  Mr.  Stnrges  he  was  about  one  hundred  and  fifty  yards  from  his  store. 
There  was  a  large  volume  of  smoke  coming  out  of  the  store-house  when  I  discovered  it,* 
and  in  about  five  or  ten  minutes  the  fire  was  flaming  through  the  roof.  I  staid  at  my 
market-house :  saw  one  armed  negro  coming  to  the  nre,  it  was  Billy  Clopton. 

F.  LEVY. 


L.  B.  Eyerjcan,  sworn,  testified: 

I  was  up  near  the  Jones  Honse  after  the  fire;  saw  a  body  of  armed  negroes  there, 
while  the  fire  was  still  raging.  Clopton  was  among  the  crowd,  and  seemed  to  be  the 
controlling  spirit  among  them.  There  were  a  great  many  threats  made  against  the 
whites,  and  said  that  the  whites  had  set  fire  to  Sturges'  store  because  Sturges  was  a 
friend  of  theirs,  and  were  willing  to  see  the  town  burn ;  that  poor  Billy  Sturges  had 
been  homed  out  now  by  the  damned  rebels,  and  that  they  wonld  see  that  they  got 
even;  that  they  were  willing  to  take  part  against  the  whites,  and  bum  the  town  up. 
I  was  there  about  an  hour  or  two  trying  to  keep  down  a  disturbance ;  don't  remember 
of  seeing  Pelton  that  time.  Everybody  seemed  to  be  armed  that  night.  Most  every- 
body, for  the  last  month  or  two,  have  been  carrying  side-arms,  perhaps  prompted  by 
the  feeling  between  the  blacks  and  whites,  and  apprehension  of  danger  produced  by 
continuea  shooting  at  night.  I  have  been  a  policeman  and  know  there  has  been  con- 
siderable alarm  on  the  part  of  the  whites  for  some  time  back. 

L.  B.  EVENMAN. 


Mabt  CUI.TY,  being  sworn,  testified : 

I  was  in  this  city  on  Saturday,  the  night  of  the  fire,  and  living  on  the  comer  of  the 
block  that  was  burnt,  and  in  the  rear  of  Sturges'  store,  about  two  rods:  there  was  no 
boose  intervening.  I  saw  three  persons  in  the  back  door,  who  usual W  staid  in  the 
store.  They  have  waited  on  me  in  the  store.  They  closed  the  store  as  if  for  night.  I 
went  then  into  my  own  honse,  and  about,  or  between,  fifteen  and  thirty  minutes  after 
this  the  alarm  of  fire  was  given.  I  then  came  again  to  my  back  door  and  heard  per- 
sons walking  in  Sturees'  store.  The  fire  was  then  coming  through  the  roof,  the  flame 
sboQt  the  size  of  a  Sour  barreL  I  heard  explosions  as  of  kegs  of  powder  while  the 
bouse  was  burning. 

her 
MABY  +  CULTY. 
mark. 


Mrs.  Hattik  Scott,  being  sworn,  testified : 

1  was  living  in  the  same  house  with  Mary  Culty.  The  alarm  of  fire  was  given  at 
fifteen  minutes  after  seven,  by  my  clock.  I  went  into  the  kitchen  after  the  alarm.  I 
bad  a  carpet  on  the  floor ;  had  no  coal  oil  on  the  place,  except  that  in  the  lamps, 
which  were  taken  out  without  loss.  When  I  took  up  the  carpet  it  was  saturated  with 
coal  oil :  the  kitchen  was  situated  next  to  Sturges,  and  the  back  door  could  not  be 
iastened  and  stood  open  all  the  time. 

HATTiE  Scott. 


A.  6.  Freidkbttce,  being  sworn,  testified : 

I  was  in  town  on  the  night  of  the  fire,  and  was  among  the  first  who  got  there,  and 
before  the  flames  burnt  through  the  roof  of  Sturges'  store.  The  front  door  was  closed. 
I  stood  there  a  short  time  and  some  parties  broke  open  the  door  and  began  to  take  the 
tbiogs  out  One  of  the  first  who  came  out  with  goods  was  Pelton :  did  not  see  him  go 
10,  and  think  I  would  have  seen  him  if  he  had  gone  in  with  the  otners.  I  have  felt,  m 
my  own  mind,  cert-ain  that  Pelton  was  not  one  of  those  who  went  in  at  the  front 
^oor,  for  I  was  looking  to  see  who  would  take  the  goods  out.  The  fire  was  next  to 
Hnrlbutt's,  and  in  the  up-stairs  of  Sturges'  store,  abont  two  or  three  feet  from  the 
wall,  and  nearer  the  front  than  the  rear  ot  the  store.  I  was  in  the  court-room  leaning 
against  the  wall,  near  the  door  leading  to  the  sheriff's  oflSce,  when  the  difficulty  began. 
1  saw  who  fired  the  first  pistol-shot ;  It  w]  '  "  ""  ' 


was  a  negro  they  called  Warren  Tyler.    I  saw 

Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


156        CONDITION   OF   AFFAIRS   IN   THE   SOUTHERN   STATES. 

him  when  he  rose  from  hiB  seat,  steppiiig  toward  the  door  and  drawing  his  pistol  I 
could  see  Judge  Bramlette  and  Warren  Tyler  well.  Tyler  drew  his  pistol  when  aboat 
a  step  from  the  door.  I  think  Tyler  aimed  at  Judge  Bramlette,  from  the  manner  be 
presented  his  pistol.  I  think  there  were  about  seventy-five  blacks  in  the  conrt-room, 
m  the  rear.  There  seemed  t4i  be  a  pause  of  about  five  seconds  from  the  first  shoti  and 
then  the  firing  became  general 

Cross-examined : 
I  saw  the  smoke  firom  Tyler's  pistol.    I  was  to  the  side  of  Tyler,  aboat  six  feet  from 
him.    After  the  panse,  and  as  soon  as  the  firing  began,  the  negroes  went  out  of  the 
court-room.    I  don't  know  how  many  went  out  or  how  fast.    I  went  into  the  chaneery 
clerk's  office  as  soon  as  the  firing  began. 
Reexamined : 
I  saw  Bramlette's  head  drop  on  his  right  shoulder  at  the  first  shot ;  heard  shots  all 
over  the  house. 

A.  G.  FREIDERrrCE. 


RoBEBT  West,  being  sworn,  testified : 

I  was  at  the  fire.  I  saw  Wm.  Sturges  lock  his  door,  and  in  about  fifteen  or  twenty 
minutes  after,  I  saw  the  smoke  and  heard  the  alarm.  Wra.  Sturges  told  me  that  his 
brother  had  |1,000  burnt  up  in  his  house.  He  said  the  fire  began  between  his  house  aod 
Hurlbutt's,  in  the  upper  story.  Saw  a  body  of  armed  negroes  near  the  Jones  House 
that  night ;  they  were  few  in  number.  I  saw  Clopton  fire  off  his  pistol  about  three 
times.  He  was  cursing,  swearing,  and  talking  angry,  saying  if  the  God  damned  white 
people  wanted  war  let  them  come  out,  we  are  as  ready  now  as  we'll  ever  be.   I1ie 

general  understanding  is  that  Clopton,  Tyler,  and  Moore  are  the  leaders  of  the  negroes 
ere. 

R.  £.  H.  WEST. 


J.  D.  Klinb,  being  sworn,  testified : 

I  was  in  the  court  room  when  the  difficulty  began ;  saw  Tyler  draw  his  pistol  three 
or  four  feet  from  the  door  leading  to  the  sheriff's  office.  I  was  standing  where  I  could 
see  him  until  he  ran  into  the  sherifi^s  office.  After  getting  to  the  door  it  appeared  to 
me  that  he  rested  his  pistol  on  the  facing  and  fired ;  then  Judge  Bramlette  feU.  I  am 
certain  that  Tyler  aimed  at  Bramlette,  as  Brantley  was  about  three  or  four  feet  out  of 
the  range,  and  Tyler  rested  his  pistol  un  the  facing  of  the  door.  I  was  where  I  could 
see  Tyler  well.  I  saw  Hugh  Wilson  on  the  street  after  the  escape  of  Tyler,  and  be- 
fore Tvler  was  shot ;  he,  Wilson,  had  no  arms  that  I  saw.  I  noticed  Judge  Bramlette's 
wound;  am  a  physician,  and  give  my  opinion  that  the  ball  entered  the  left  temple. 
The  examination  was  hurried.    A  number  of  shota  came  from  the  rear  of  the  house. 

Cross-examined : 
Don't  know  who  fired  in  the  court»-room  except  Tyler.  I  started  into  an  alley  in  the 
rear  of  Parker's  shop,  when  Hugh  Wilson  told  me  not  to  go  in  there.  We  were  tbeo 
acting  under  the  deputy  sheriff,  Belk.  Brantley  had  given  in  his  testimony,  when  Ty- 
ler told  him  to  keep  the  stand ;  that  he  wanted  to  introduce  two  witnesses*  t-o  impeach 
his  testimony.  Brantley  asked  him  what  he  had  said,  and  Tyler  repeated  it.  Then 
Brantley  went  towards  the  table  and  can^it  hold  of  a  stick  which  was  lying  on  the 
table,  aiyl  advanced  about  two  feet  when  Patton  caught  him.  Tyler  then  was  retreat- 
ing towards  the  door  and  said,  don't  yon  hit  me  with  that  stick,  Mr.  Brantley.  He  spoke 
in  a  threatening  tone  of  voice.  When  Tyler  fired,  Patton  had  Brantley  tight  and  fast 
I  saw  no  exertion  of  Brantley  to  get  loose  from  Patton.  Tyler  did  not  shoot  at  ran- 
dom. I  marked  the  special  coolness  of  Tyler.  He  steadied  himself  at  the  door  before 
he  fired.    Some  people  shoot  wide  of  their  mark,  but  I  don't  think  Tyler  did. 

J.  D.  KLINE. 


G.  S.  Covert,  being  sworn,  testified : 

When  I  came  to  the  fire  I  saw  Clopton  in  front  of  Sturges'  store.  Heard  him  say  it 
was  a  white  man's  fire,  let  it  bum.  He  repeated  it  open,  with  cursing,  saying,  God 
damn  them^  let  it  bum.  I  saw  Wm.  and  T.  Sturges  take  him  one  by  each  arm.  Wil- 
liam told  him  he  was  talking  too  much,  and  that  he  must  go  home.  I  asked  Wm.  Stur- 
ges why  he  was  not  arrested ;  he  gave  me  no  reply.    Near  the  Jones  House  I  saw  a 
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Urge  CTOTv^d  of  negroes ;  they  nearly  blackened  the  streets.  A  white  man  was  in  the 
crowd  apparently  threatened  by  them.  1  ran  into  the  ciowd  and  called  a  halt.  I  saw 
Pelton  toere  in  the  crowd,  for  the  first  time,  and  Billy  Clopton.  The  white  roan  who 
seemed  to  be  threatened  by  them  was  asking  for  the  arrest  of  Clopton,  saying  that  Clop- 
ton faad  shot  at  him  five  or  six  times.  Clopton  said  he  was  a  God  damn  liar ;  he  never 
had  shot.  I  asked  Pelton  why  he  did  not  arrest  him ;  he  either  did  not  hear  me  or 
paid  no  attention  t4>  me.  Pelton  then  had  Clopton  by  the  arm  and  was  talking  to  him.  • 
Adams  then  came  np ;  I  thought  he  was  a  policeman.  Adams  asked  Clopton  what  was 
the  matter,  and  Clopton  slapped  him  on  the  breast,  sayinc,  damn  you,  don't  ask  me 
what's  the  matter.  The  negi'oes  then  cocked  their  guns,  and  said  they  would  stand  by 
Geoeral  Clopton.  I  pushed  guns  out  of  my  way,  and  asked  Adams  if  he  needed  any 
help  to  arrest  the  man.  I  then  went  doiivn  on  Front  street  and  told  every  white  man  I 
saw,  that  if  they  did  not  go  over  to  the  Jones  House  there  would  be  some  white  man 
killed  by  the  negroes.  I  went  back  alone  about  five  minutes  afterward  and  the  crowd 
had  left.    They  made  many  threats  that  I  have  not  stated. 

G.  S.  COVERT. 


Mrs.  John  Rush,  being  sworn,  testified : 

I  live  on  Lee  street,  next  door  to  Rush's  stable.  Was  at  home  when  the  fire  occurred. 
Heard  the  alarm  of  fire  given  that  night,  and  came  out  immediately.  I  saw  William 
Sturges,  (whito,)  Marshall  Weir,  and  two  other  negroes  and  a  white  man  whom  I 
difhrt  recognize,  pass  up  the  street  towai*d  the  resideuce  of  Sturges,  from  the  direction 
of  the  fire.  They  were  not  traveling  the  way  he  usually  w6nt  home,  that  time.  He 
was  across  the  street  in  the  common,  near  the  Catholic  church.  He  usually  passed  on 
the  sidewalk  near  my  house.  The  moon  was  shining  very  bright  that  night.  Sturges 
was  passing  across  the  common,  and  not  in  a  direct  route  from  the  store  to  his  house. 
The  route  he  usually  traveled  was  the  direct  route.  I  saw  him  plainly,  and  am  well 
aeqaainted  with  him  bv  sight,  and  saw  him  every  day  passing  my  house.  William 
Sturges  had  an  arm-full  of  account  books;  one  of  the  negroes  was  carrying  a  box, 
painted  green,  and  about  the  size  of  tin  boxes  usually  kept  for  valuable  papers.  It 
seemed  to  be  prettv  heavy.  They  were  walking  a  little  faster  than  the  usual  gait. 
The  alarm  of  tire  then  was  general.  I  could  see  the  fire  when  I  first  saw  Sturges  and 
company.  The  fire  could  have  been  seen  from  where  they  were.  They  did  not  turn 
tbeir  heads,  but  continued  in  the  direction  of  Sturges's  house.  Did  not  notice  the 
alarm  of  fire. 

V.  E.  RUSH. 


H.  K.  Berby,  being  sworn,  testified : 

I  was  present  on  Saturday  evening,  March  4.  at  a  public  meeting  held  by  the  negroes 
in  the  court-house.  Heard  the  speeches  of  all  that  spoke.  I  heard  Clopt'On  say  in  his 
speech  that  they  were  going  to  organize  themselves  in  a  body,  and  that  they  would 
displace  the  present  oflScers  and  put  in  officers  who  would  do  their  duty,  or  do  it  them- 
selves; and  that  if  the  people  didn't  mind  the  city  would  be  in  ashes  in  less  than  three 
weeks.  These  grievances  seemed  to  be  that  the  people  had  come  over  here  from  Ala- 
hama,  and  the  officers  had  failed  to  arrest  them.  He  spoke  of  war,  and  said  they  were 
talking  of  war  between  the  whites  and  blacks,  and  to  let  it  come ;  now's  the  time ;  or 
BoioetMag  to  that  effect.  His  speech  was  filled  with  such  as  the  above,  and  I  consid- 
ered it  inlammat-ory  and  incendiary,  and  excited  the  whites  present  very  much,  and, 
alarmed  them.  Tyler  spoke  of  a  good  many  blacks  having  been  killed,  and  that  the 
time  had  come  for  them  to  take  things  into  their  own  hands ;  and  illustn^d  it  by 
raying  that  if  the  Indians  lost  a  man  they  would  have  a  man,  whether  they  got  the 
right  man  or  not.  And  that  the  democratic  party  were  Ku-Klux ;  that  he  had  been 
advised  to  leave  here,  and  the  next  man,  white  or  black,  that  advised  him  to  leave,  he 
would  slap  him  in  the  mouth ;  this  is  the  black  man's  country ;  that  they  had  built 
tbe  houses,  the  railroads,  and  cleared  ofi*  the  forests.  When  all  this  was  done  the 
white  man  was  figuring  them  to  hell.  I  considered  his  whole  s(»eech  made  up  of 
inflammatory  and  incendiary  phrases.  I  think  it  alarmed  the  whites  present.  I  heard 
Moore  say  if  there  was  a  city  like  Sodom  and  Gomorrah,  Meridian  certainly  was.  It 
was  said,  in  this  connection,  that  unless  steps  were  taken  for  their  protection,  this  city 
might  be  burnt  up,  as  the  other  speakers  had  said,  for  if  there  ever  was  a  Sodom  and 
Gomorrah  in  the  world,  Meridian  certainly  was.  Moore  said,  we  will  take  the  sign 
and  signal  of  the  old  Lo^al  League,  (you  all  know  that,)  and  you  must  be  prompt.  AU 
}ou  that  are  going  to  stick  to  it,  let  it  be  known  by  raising  your  hand.  Most  of  them 
laibed  both  Lands,  and  yelling.  The  meeting  was  composed  of  negroes,  except  some> 
ten  or  twelve. 

H.  N.  BERRY. 
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W.  A.  Patnb,  beiog  sworn,  testified: 

I  started  to  the  fire  when  the  first  alarm  was  given,  and  got  there  jast  as  it  w» 
burning  oat  through  the  top  of  the  house.  The  fire  broke  oat  next  to  Hurlbntt^s,  about 
half  wav  the  store.  Did  not  see  Btnrges  when  I  got  there.  I  know  nothing  of  the 
cause  of  the  fire.    The  fire  was  in  the  second  story  of  the  building. 

W.  A.  PATNE, 


Wm.  Shaw,  colored,  being  sworn,  testified: 

I  know  Isaac  Lee  very  well ;  he  lived  near  me.  I  saw  Isaac  Saturday  evening  of  the 
fire.  The  nicht  of  the  fire  and  after  the  fire  I  met  Isaac  Lee.  He  asked  me  if  I  had 
heard  that  J^lly  Dennis  had  been  killed.  I  told  him  no.  He  said,  why  don't  yon  go 
and  get  your  ^n  and  go  down  there  to  protect  him  t  I  told  him  I  had  no  gun.  He 
asked  me  if  I  nad  an  axe.  I  told  him  I  had.  but  was  not  going  down  there  to  pat  my- 
self in  danger  for  him.  He  then  left  me  ana  went  up  to  the  colored  Methodist  chnich, 
saying  he  was  goine  up  there  after  men  to  go  down  town  after  Billy  Dennis  or  Clopton. 
I  heard  the  bellof  the  church  ring  soon  after,  and  saw  about  a  dozen  colored  men  going 
in  that  direction.  I  have  often  heard  Isaac  Lee  usius  threatening  language  aboat  white 
people  here  in  town,  especially  when  he  was  drinking ;  when  sober  he  was  a  eiril 

his 

WM.  +  SHAW. 

mark. 


W.  W.  Sheareb,  being  sworn,  testified : 

I  came  into  the  court-house  a  few  moments  before  the  difficulty  commenced.  I  think 
I  can  say,  positively,  that  Warren  Tyler  fired  the  first  pistol-shot.  I  was  Ipoking  right 
at  him,  my  attention  having  been  called  in  that  direction  by  Mr.  Brantley  seizing  the 
stick.  Ttie  people  here  were  getting  very  much  excited  on  Saturday  night  of  the  fire, 
and  had  been  somewhat  excited  &t  some  time  before.  I  mean  the  excitement  in- 
creased on  Saturday  night  and  Sunday  following.  On  Monday  I  douH  think  it  grew 
any  less — still  continued.  The  excitement  was  occasioned  from  rumors  of  the  coiranet 
of  some  turbulent  negroes-^ Warren  Tyler,  Aaron  Moore  and  others ;  some  white  men 
also.  Stnrges  and  Pelton  are  the  white  men  I  refer  to.  For  months  past  there  baa 
been  a  great  deal  of  shooting  about  my  house.  It  was  very  annoying ;  frequently 
heard  shots  passing  through  toe  trees.  Did  not  expect  to  be  shot  myself,  unless  from  a 
stray  shot.  I  think  Aaron  Moore,  Warren  Tyler,  Henry  Johnson,  Billy  Clopton,  Wm. 
Sturges,  and  Tom  Pelton  were  the  lea<liug  influential  men  among  the  negroes  here. 
During  the  night  of  the  fire  some  one  told  me  that  Billy  Clopton  was  very  turbulent, 
and  requested  me  to  go  to  the  mayor,  Wro.  Sturges,  and  request  him  to  stop  Clopton. 
I  did  so  and  Sturges  left  me,  going  in  the  direction  of  Clopton. 

W.  W.  SHEABEB. 


T.  B.  McCORincK,  sworn,  testified : 

As  I  was  eoing  from  the  fire  on  Saturday  night,  just  as  I  cot  to  the  gate  in  the  rear 
of  Sturges'  dwelling,  leading  into  his  lot,  I  saw  a  wagon,  and  a  negro  come  running  op 
and  said  Clopton  had  been  killed  and  we  would  have  revenge,  and  called  for  gona. 
The  negfo  jumped  into  the  wagon  and  commenced  handing  out  ^ns.  I  saw  about  a 
dozen  negroes  and  I  passed  on.  The  wagon  was  turned  as  if  goinc  into  the  gate  in 
Sturges'  back  yard.  There  had  been  considerable  shooting  around  my  house  which 
alarmed  my  familv.  I  heard  guns  rattling  in  the  wagon  as  if  there  might  have  been 
half  a  wagon  load.    I  became  alarmed  and  went  on. 

THOS.  R.  Mccormick. 


B.  N.  Rea,  being  sworn,  testified : 

I  was  shot  at  by  some  one  on  my  way  home  the  night  of  the  fire.  I  was  at  that  time 
opposite  the  old  residence  of  Mr.  Ball,  going  home  from  the  fire.  The  party  that  fired 
the  gun  was  some  seventy-five  or  eiehty  yards  from  me.  One  shot  struck  me  on  the 
knee  and  one  on  the  finger.  I  heard  the  other  shots  striking  the  palings  beyond  me. 
G.  T.  Mclnnis  was  with  me  at  the  time  I  was  shot. 

B.  N.  BEA. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


MISSISSIPPI.  159 

G.  T.  MclKins,  being  sworn,  testified: 

I  was  with  Rea  going  home  from  the  fire,  and  was  also  shot ;  one  shot  struck  me  on 
the  hand  and  one  on  the  neck.    There  was  but  one  shot  fired  at  us. 

G.  T.  McINNIS. 


H.  M.  SwANN,  being  sworn,  testified : 

I  am  a  citizen  of  this  place.  I  went  to  the  fire  on  Satnrday  night.  I  was  shot  at  as 
I  was  ^ing  to  the  fire,  or  I  suppose  so ;  the  ball  whistled  close  by  me  while  I  was  pass- 
ing Klmg's  shop.  I  saw  four  men  standing  there  in  the  shade  of  Kling's  shop ;  I  think 
tbey  were  black.  There  was  considerable  firing  all  over  town  when  the  alarm  of  fire 
wad  given.  I  was  in  town  on  Monday  after  the  difficulty.  I  was  not  on  horseback 
ailer  the  difficulty  occurred.  Ike  Adams  was  not  on  horseback  that  I  saw ;  I  saw  aim 
oD  foot.  I  was  standing  in  front  of  the  house  of  Thos.  W.  Coleman,  talking  to  him 
aod  Mr.  Ball  when  the  gun  shot  that  wounded  Isaac  Lee,  as  I  suppose,  was  fired. 
From  Coleman's  house  to  the  African  church,  upon  a  direct  line,  is  about  three  hun- 
dred yards.  The  first  time  I  saw  Isaac  Lee  that  evenins  was  after  he  had  passed 
throogh  Mr.  Houston's  yard,  and  was  comiuff  on  through  the  lot  iu  rear  of  Mr.  Hous- 
tou's  and  making  his  way  toward  town.  I  have  heard  that  my  life  had  been  threat- 
enedby  the  negroes,  because  I  had  helped  to  arrest  Price  here. 

Cross-examined : 
Isapposed  the  shot  I  heard  while  standing  with  Coleman  and  Ball  was  the  shot 
which  wounded  Lee,  because  the  onl^  man  I  saw  in  the  direction  of  where  I  heard  the 
shot  was  a  man  on  a  gray  horse  coming  from  that  direction  with  a  gun  in  his  hand  and 
f^oiog  towards  Mr.  Houston's.  I  afterward  saw  Isaac  Lee  coming  from  the  direction 
of  )k.  Houston's  lot  through  McBay's  lot,  shot  through  the  arm  ;  dont  know  the  man 
OD  the  gray  horse,  he  did  not  come  up  where  we  were.  Ike  Adams  may  have  been  on 
honebMk  that  evening  and  I  not  know  it. 

H.  M.  SWANN. 


T.  E.  Williams,  being  sworn,  testified : 

I  am  a  citizen  of  this  place.  I  was  arrested  one  night  about  9  o'clock,  near  the  col- 
ored Methodist  church,  by  negroes  while  walking  alone  the  street.  There  were  about 
fiAeen  in  the  crowd  that  arrested  me ;  some  had  guns ;  don't  know  whether  they  all  had 
eona  or  not ;  I  noticed  in  several  places  one  or  two  negroes  standing  as  if  upon  guard. 
They  were  standing  upon  the  comers  of  the  streets.  Mr.  Hurlbutt  Hodges  was  with 
me,  who  is  another  white  man.  They  questioned  us  and  released  us,  and  after  we  had 
gotten  off  about  ten  steps  they  fired  off  some  guns.  There  was  no  light  in  the  church, 
but  the  doors  of  the  church  were  filled  with  people.  This  arrest  was  made  about  a 
week  before  the  difficultv;  Warren  Tyler  was  in  the  crowd  that  arrested  me,  and  seemed 
anxions  that  we  should  be  killed. 

T.  E.  WILLLIMS. 


Hurlbutt  Hodges,  being  sworn,  testified : 

1  am  a  citizen  of  tj^is  place  ;  I  was  present  with  T.  E.  Williams,  and  was  arrested 
▼ith  him  near  the  Methodist  church;  I  have  been  preselit  during  his  examination,  and 
the  faets  that  he  deposed  to  are  true. 

F.  HURLBUTT  HODGES. 


Alexander  Mitchell,  colored,  being  sworn,  testified : 

I  live  in  this  place  and  do  business  at  the  Yicksburg  Depot ;  I  was  there  the  evening 
of  the  fire.  I  saw  the  house  on  fire  about  7  or  half-past  7  o'clock.  I  went  to  the  fire 
when  I  saw  it.  It  appeared  to  me  to  be  between  Mr.  Sturses  and  Mr.  Hurlbutt's  stores. 
I  saw  inside  of  Sturses'  store  as  soon  as  I  got  there,  and  the  lire  was  blazing  down 
stairs.  Myself  and  Sen  Coleman,  colored,  were  the  first  that  got  there,  and  when  I 
got  there  Sturges'  door  was  thrown  open.  I  could  see  the  blaze  through  Hurlbutt's 
window,  but  saw  none  above  the  top  of  the  house.  I  saw  smoke  coming  over  the  top. 
At  that  time  there  had  been  no  general  alarm  of  fire  given,  and  I  heard  but  one  cry 
fire.  When  I  went  to  Sturges'  store  and  saw  the  door  oi»en  and  two  men  in  the  store, 
one  standing  on  the  counter  and  one  near  the  door,  I  attempted  to  go  iu,  but  was  told 
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not  to  go  in  there  by  those  men.  I  don't  know  whether  thev  were  white  or  colored 
men.  I  went  back  towards  home  and  met  Mr.  Taylor  at  the  corner  of  Horlbutt'ii 
store,  who  told  me  to  break  Hurlbutt's  door  open,  which  I  did.  Saw  the  two  men  nm 
out  of  Stnrges'  store  and  go  off  when  we  broke  open  Hurlbatt's  door. 

his 
ALEXANDER  +  MITCHELL, 
mark. 

J.  R.  Phillips,  being  sworn,  testified : 

I  am  a  practicing  physician  in  this  place.  I  made  an  occular  ezaminatioD  of  the 
wound  of  Judge  Bramlette.    My  conviction  was  that  the  ball  entered  the  loft  temple. 

J.  R.  PHILLUns 

Jack  Williams,  being  sworn,  testified: 

I  cut  Warren  Tyler's  hair  the  evening  he  was  killed.  He  stated  then  that  if  he  was 
killed  that  evening  he  wanted  to  die  looking  like  a  gentleman,  and  that  he  expected 
that  would  be  the  last  time  I  would  ever  have  a  chance  to  cut  his  hair.  I  saw  that  he 
had  a  pistol  on  then.  He  was  not  in  my  shop  when  I  cut  his  hair,  but  up  in  a  colored 
bar-room.  He  left  me  and  went  immediately  up  into  the  court-room.  The  pistol  was 
a  navy  six. 

his 
JACK  -h  WILLUMS. 
mark. 

J.  O.  Charles,  being  sworn,  testified : 

I  was  at  Aaron  Moore's  house  while  it  was  burning.  The  fire  had  burnt  up  the  old 
portion  or  the  north  wing  of  the  house,  and  was  Just  getting  into  the  new  part  of  the 
house.  The  back  doors  were  closed,  the  front  doors  were  open ;  the  windows  had  do 
blinds  and  the  sash  were  down.  I  looked  into  the  house ;  I  was  about  twenty-fire  feet 
from  the  house.  I  saw  no  furniture  in  the  house.  It  was  a  bri;;ht,  moonlight  night, 
and  a  great  light  from  the  fire.  I  could  see  through  the  building  Irom  the  light  of  the 
fire.  If  there  had  been  any  furniture  in  the  house  I  had  a  go^  opportunity  to  hare 
seen  it.    If  it  had  been  well  furnished  with  furniture,  I  certainly  would  have  seen  it. 

Cross-examined : 
There  might  have  been  carpets  on  the  floor,  but  I  hardly  think  so.    I  observed  the 
house  closely  for  furniture,  but  saw  none. 

J.  O.  CHARLES. 

R.  T.  Hancock,  being  sworn,  testified : 

I  live  in  this  place  and  am  a  printer  at  the  Mercury  office.  I  was  in  town  on  Satur- 
day night  of  the  fire.  I  heard  several  guns  that  night.  As  I  went  to  the  fire  I  was 
shot  at.  About  three  hundred  yards  from  the  fire.  Just  as  I  turned  the  comer  of  a 
fence,  a  negro  rose  up  and  fired  at  me,  the  ball  grazing  my  hair.  I  kept  on  to  the  lire> 
There  were  several  other  guns  fired  immediately  irom  about  the  same  place. 

R.  T.  HANCOCK. 

Jerre  Horn,  being  sworn,  testified :  # 

I  live  in  this  place.    I  was  here  on  Monday  evening,  the  6th  of  March.    I  was  with 

my  father,  A.  G.  Horn,  on  that  evening.    I  did  not  see  him  take  hold  of  Dred  Finley. 

I  was  with  him  when  he  spoke  to  Finloy  while  standing  near  Finley's  shop.    He  made 

no  attempt  to  take  hold  of  him,  or  shoot  or  strike  him.    I  was  looking  at  him  at  the 

time. 

Cross-examined : 
I  was  with  my  father  all  the  evening.  I  know  he  could  not  have  taken  hold  of  Fin- 
ley  without  my  seeing  him.  1  was  up  at  Moore's  house  about  7  or  9  o'clock  p.  m.,  with 
Captain  Henderson's  squad;  was  not  there  at  any  time  later  than  that.  It  was  the 
squad  of  Captain  R.  L.  Henderson ;  he  was  there  with  his  squad.  I  saw  several  go 
into  Moore's  house,  but  don't  know  their  names.  Don't  know  of  any  one  breakioff  up 
any  furniture.  I  think  they  broke  a  glass  in  getting  into  the  house.  The  windows 
and  doors  at  that  time  were  all  fastened.  Thp  squad  staid  about  ten  or  fifteen  minutes 
and  then  left.  Didn't  hear  them  say  why  they  went  fan,  but  think  they  went  in  to  hunt 
for  Moore. 

JERRE  fiOBN. 
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Mrs.  W.  C.  DoBBS,  beinfc  sworn,  testified : 

I  live  in  the  northern  part  of  the  city,  about  a  quarter  or  half  a  mile  from  the  court- 
hoQse.  I  was  at  home  on  Saturday  the  4th  of  March  when  the  fire  occurred.  I  came  out 
oD  the  street  that  night.  I  saw  one  negro  man  during  the  fire.  I  heard  a  good  many 
negro  men  talking.  They  seemed  to  bo  going,  some  toward  the  African  church  and 
Boiue  towanl  town.  I  heanl  a  good  deal  oi  firing  ofi"  of  guns  that  night,  some  and 
most  of  them  towards  the  ALicau  church,  and  some  on  the  other  side  of  town.  I  heard 
the  oegroes  say  they  were  glad.  The  questions  were  asked  so  low  that  I  did  not  hear 
them,  and  heard  them  a«k  if  they  were  going  to  town  and  heard  answer  that  they 
woald  risk  going  to  the  top  of  the  bill.  I  have  seen  several  fires  since  I  have  lived  here ; 
the  conduct  of  the  negroes  at  this  last  fire  was  difierent  from  heretofore.  The  streets 
heretofore  have  been  thronged  with  negroes  rushing  to  the  fires ;  on  that  night  the  negro 
man  I  saw  was  goin^  in  a  direction  from  the  fire  and  he  had  a  gun  upon  his  shoulder. 
The  indiscriminate  firing  of  guns  during  the  fire  was  very  unusual.  The  firing  of  guns 
that  night  and  the  conduct  of  the  negroes  gave  me  considerable  alarm. 

L.  L.  DOBBS. 


Mrs.  Judith  Truwit,  being  sworn,  testified : 

I  live  near  Mrs.  Dobbs ;  was  at  her  house  the  night  of  the  fire  and  was  present  with 
Mrs.  Dobbs  on  the  street.  I  heard  Mrs.  Dobbs'  testimony  and  my  recollection  is  the 
same  in  substance  as  hers.  There  is  no  fact  that  I  recollect  of  that  occurred  that  night 
that  she  has  not  stated.  There  were  several  ladies  with  Mrs.  Dobbs  and  myself  that 
night.    The  conduct  of  the  negroes  that  night  alarmed  me  and  those  present  with  me. 

JUDITH  TRUWIT. 

W.  C.  Ford,  being  sworn,  testified : 

Was  present  in  the  court-room  during  the  trial  of  Warren  Tyler,  Bill  Clopton,  and 
Aaron  Moore,  on  Monday,  March  6.  They  went  out  of  the  court-room  at  least  twice 
daring  the  progress  of  the  trial,  and  the  last  time  they  went  out  I  requested  Judge 
Bramlette  to  have  them  brought  back  and  kept  here.  I  was  the  attorney  prosecuting 
for  the  State.  After  the  court  was  broken  up  by  the  death  of  Judge  Bramlette,  the 
prisoners,  Moore  and  Tyler,  escaped  from  custody  during  the  progress  of  tlie  trial. 

W.  C.  FORD. 

L.  D.  Belk  re-introduced : 

I  was  present  on  Saturday  night  of  the  fire.  I  was  very  busy  at  the  fire  until  afber 
it  was  arrested.  Mr.  Walker  and  myself  went  round  to  Hnrlbutt's  corner.  We  were 
standing  there  talking  of  the  fire,  when  my  attention  was  called  to  the  loud  talking 
of  Bill  Clopton.  The  first  word  which  attracted  my  attention  was  directed  to  the 
porter  of  the  Phoenix  Hotel.  He  said,  "  You  damned  pa]Kjr-collar  hotel  boy,  why  are 
yon  not  at  your  post  or  place  f '  I  heard  no  answer  from  the  boy  to  whom  these 
remarks  were  directed.  1  then  heard  Dennis  or  Clopton  say,  go  and  get  your  gun  or 
guns;  said  theu  to  Mr.  Walker  (Clopton  and  the  boy  had  then  started  toward  the 
Jones  House)  that  this  boy  who  was  walking  off  with  Clopton  was  a  good  boy.  Mr 
Walker  said  to  me,  if  I  knew  him,  to  call  him  back.  I  did  so.  The  boy  stopped  and 
turned  around.  Dennis  then  took  the  boy  by  the  arm  and  told  him  to  come  along 
^'ith  him.  I  then  told  Mr.  Walker  to  call  the  boy  ;  ho  did  so,  and  the  boy  came  to  us. 
Clopton  pleaded  with  the  boy  not  to  come  to  us.  Clopton  went,  perhaps,  twenty  steps 
fiirther  up  Leo  street,  where  ho  met  with  a  crowd  of  negroes,  perhaps  some  fifteen  or 
twenty.  They  began  to  talk  among  themselves  and  to  lire  off  their  gnns ;  some  ten  or 
fifteen  shot,  may  be  more.  I  then  suggested  to  Walker  that,  as  that  looked  very 
ukIt,  we  ha<l  better  talk  to  some  of  the  citizens  and  the  police.  I  felt  alarmed,  and 
that  it  was  necessary  for  the  police  to  bo  on  the  alert ;  Mr.  Walker  is  the  district 
attorney.    Billy  Clopton  was  considered  here  aa  one  of  the  leaders  of  tho  negroes. 

L.  D.  BELK. 

J.  A-  Cameron,  being  sworn,  testified : 

I  was  in  Meridian  the  night  of  the  fire.  I  saw  armed  bodies  of  negroes,  some  twenty 
or  twenty-five,  near  the  Jones  House  that  night,  about  seventy  or  eighty  yards  from 
wher«»  the  tire  began.  Mr.  Charles  Wilson  was  with  me.  He  asked  them  what  they 
were  there  armed  for.  They  hesitated  at  first  to  give  an  answer.  He  repeated  the 
inestion,  and  they  said  they  were  there  to  give  the  white  people  a  tight,  if  they  wanted 
one.    This  was  about  half-past  9  or  10  o'clock.    They  seemed  to  be  organized. 

J.  A.  CAMERON. 
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R.  J.  M06KLET  re-introduced : 

I  arrested  Warren  Tyler  aboat  10  o'clock  on  Monday  morning.  I  examined  for  arms 
when  I  arrested  him.  1  allowed  him  to  go  to  the  barber-ehop  and  be  shaved  and  have 
his  hair  trimmed.  I  don't  think  I  examined  him  for  arms  aft«r  that  and  beibre  his 
trial  commenced. 

R.  J.  MOSELEY. 

J.  H.  WiNNiNGHAM,  being  sworn,  testified : 

I  was  in  the  coart-room  during  the  difficulty.  I  was  standing  in  front  of  the  fire- 
place, which  is  opposite  the  door  leading  into  the  sheriff's  office.  I  saw  Tyler  as  he 
retreated  toward  the  door.  I  am  certain  that  there  were  at  least  three  pistol-shots 
fired  from  that  door.  One  ball  struck  my  clothes,  about  the  third  shot ;  it  came  from 
the  door  leading  into  the  sheriff's  office.  As  Tyler  retreated  to  the  door  he  had  a  pistol 
in  his  hand. 

J.  H.  WINNINGHAM. 

Jacx  WnxiAMS  re-introduced : 

When  Bill  Clopton  struck  the  sidewalk  I  was  in  my  shop  door,  immediately  opposite 
the  court-house.    At  that  time  Jim  Sanford  was  at  my  shop  door. 
Cross-examined : 

I  cannot  say  whether  Mr.  Sanford  was  on  the  veranda  or  not  immediately  after 
Clopton  was  falling  from  the  veranda.  I  know  he  was  not  there  at  the  time  Clopton 
was  falling  off.  He  hail  just  been  talking  to  me,  and  had  stepped  off  and  was  talking 
to  some  gentlemen  on  the  street  when  Clopton  struck  the  sidewalk.  I  saw  Clopton 
catching  at  the  railing  of  the  balcony,  but  did  not  look  up  to  see  who  were  standing 
on  it.  i  think  there  were  one  or  two  on  the  balcony :  tnere  may  have  been  more. 
Tyler  passed  through  my  shop  after  the  shooting  in  tne  court-house.  I  think  Tyler 
was  shot  when  he  passed  through  my  shop.  When  the  first  pistol-shot  was  fired,  I  said 
I  expect  Warren  Tyler's  shot.  I  saw  him  throw  something  down  on  the  balcony  which 
I  took  to  be  a  pistol.  He  let  himself  down  from  the  balcony ;  fell  on  his  feet  on  the 
pavement.  He  then  came  towards  me  with  his  hands  on  his  hip,  limping,  and  said, 
"  help  me,  Jack."  The  pavement  is  made  of  brickbats.  From  the  balcony  to  the 
navement  it  is  about  fifteen  feet.  I  know  James  Banford  well,  and  have  known  him  a 
ong  time. 

his 
JACK  -f  WILLIAMS. 


George  Moore  ro-introduced : 

I  know  James  Sanford  welL  I  was  in  my  shop  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  street 
from  the  court-house.  The  door  was  open  and  1  saw  Bill  Clopton  when  he  struck  the 
sidewalk  under  the  veranda.  James  Sanford,  at  that  time,  was  standing  at  my  shop 
door.  I  am  certain  that  Sanford  was  not  in  the  court-house  or  on  the  veranda  when 
Clopton  fell  from  the  veranda.  Sanford  staid-  at  my  shop  nearly  five  minutes  after 
Clopton  struck  the  sidewalk  before  he  left.  He  had  no  gun  at  that  time.  When  he 
left  there  he  went  down  the  street  toward  the  hotel. 
Cross-examined : 

I  didn't  see  him  stop  and  talk  to  anybody.  He  went  down  the  street  from  my  shop. 
I  saw  him  pass  the  comer;  didn't  see  him  any  farther.  He  went  down  on  the  same 
side  of  the  street  with  my  shop.  I  did  not  see  any  persons  on  the  veranda,  because  I 
was  at  work  and  didn't  have  time  to  look  up.  I  could  not  see  up  in  the  veranda  from 
the  chair  in  my  shop.  The  chair  was  about  six  feet  from  the  door.  I  was  shaving  a 
countryman  who  had  brought  cotton  in.  At  the  time  Clopton  fell  over  I  was  cutting 
the  countryman's  hair.  I  was  nearly  done  when  Clopton  fell  from  the  veramla.  It 
took  me  ahout  an  hour  to  complete  my  job  on  the  countryman.  Mr.  Sanford  did  not 
stand  at  my  door  until  the  Job  was  complete.  I  did  not  see  any  one  on  the  balcony 
during  the  half  hour ;  I  was  studying  about  making  money.  No  one  else  was  being 
shaved  at  that  time  in  my  shop.  I  did  not  leave  the  countrymAQ  nntil  I  was  shaving 
him  to  go  to  the  door.  I  could  not  see  the  corner  without  going  to  the  door.  I  knew 
Mr.  Saulord  was  on  the  comer,  because  I  heard  him  talking  there.  I  did  not  see  Tyler 
go  through  my  shop. 

Reexamined : 
Sanford  was  talking  at  or  near  my  shop  to  some  men  Just  before  ho  started  up  on  the 
street.    I  know  him  well.    I  know  the  tone  of  his  voice ;  could  distinguish  the  tone  of 
his  voice  until  he  reached  the  comer. 

Us 
GEORGE  +  MOORE. 
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Mrs.  J   C.  HowLKTT,  being  sworn,  testified : 

1  live  in  this  place ;  I  am  acquainted  with  Mr.  James  A.  Brantley ;  I  was  here  dnring 
the  excitement.  We  occupy  a  part  of  the  same  house  with  Mr.  Brantley.  Mr.  J.  A. 
Brantley  was  at  home  Monday  night;  he  was  sick;  also  Tuesday  and  Wednesday 
nights. 

JENNIE  C.  HOWLETT. 

A.  McALPm,  being  sworn,  testified : 

I  was  at  Moore's  house  shortly  after  the  fire  began.  I  saw  no  fhmiture  iu  the  house 
in  that  house.  I  had  a  good  opportunity  to  see ;  one  of  the  doors  was  open  and  uc 
blinds  to  the  windows.  I  looked  for  furniture.  The  light  from  the  fire  on  the  north 
part  of  the  house  gave  a  good  light,  so  I  could  see  plainly  in  the  rooms.  I  would  haT«) 
seen  furniture  had  there  been  any  in  the  rooms. 

A.  McALPIN. 

W.  P.  Evans,  being  sworn,  testified : 

I  was  present  at  the  examination  of  Warren  Tyler,  William  Clopton,  and  Aaroiu 
Moore,  before  Judge  Bramlette,  on  the  6th  instant.  I  noticed  Warren  Tyler  particu 
larly,  knowing  his  character ;  I  do  not  believe  he  had  any  weapons  at  the  time  the 
trial  commenced.  He  left  the  court-room  twice  before  the  firing  commenced — the  firat 
time  with  Aaron  Moore  and  William  Sturges ;  the  second  time  with  Aaron  Moore 
Upon  his  return  the  second  time,  I  noticed  ne  was  armed,  and  called  Captain  Ford^s 
attention  to  the  fact. 

W.  P.  EVANS. 

Tho'8  W.  Coleman,  being  sworn,  deposed  : 

I  was  in  Meridian  on  Monday,  the  6th  instant,  after  the  death  of  Judge  Bramlette, 
some  time  in  the  evening.  I  was  standinff  in  the  street  running  in  front  of  my  dwell- 
ing-house, and  not  far  from  it,  talking  to  John  T.  Ball,  when  H.  M.  Swann  came  up  to 
as.  While  he  was  there,  we  heard  the  report  of  a  gun  toward  the  colored  Meth- 
odist church,  and  some  three  hundred  yards  or  more  from  n&  The  street  runs 
east  and  west  that  we  were  standing  in,  and  passes  eastward  in  front  of  the  houHt' 
known  as  the  McKay  place.  The  McKay  house  is  about  two  hundred  and  fifty  yards 
from  where  we  were  standing.  As  soon  as  the  report  of  the  gun  was  beard,  Mr.  Swann 
left  us  and  proceeded  up  the  street  toward  the  McKay  bouse ;  myself  and  Ball  moved 
np  the  street  a  few  steps.  Mr.  Houston's  house  and  the  McKay  house  and  lot  could  be 
seen  from  where  we  stopped.  I  saw  Mr.  Swann  go  up  in  front  of  the  McKay  house 
directly  after  leaving  us,  and  about  the  time  he  arrived  there  I  saw  a  negro  man  com- 
ing out  of  Houston's  lot  into  the  McKny  lot,  and  saw  him  go  up  to  some  men,  three  or 
four  in  number,  who  were  standing  in  the  street  in  front  of  the  McKay  house.  Some 
of  the  men  seemed  to  take  him  in  charce,  and  started  toward  the  court-house  with 
bim.  1  was  too  far  to  hear  any  words  that  may  have  been  spoken.  I  heard  afterward 
that  the  negro  man  was  named  Isaac  Lee.  I  do  not  know  Isaac  Lee  by  sight.  I  heard 
but  the  one  gun  fire  at  that  time,  and  know  Swann  did  not  fire  that.  He  was  not  on 
horseback  then. 

THOS.  W.  COLEMAN. 

M.  H.  WHrTAKER,  being  sworn,  deposed  as  follows : 

I  was  present  at  the  trial  of  J.  A.  Moore,  Wm.  Dennis,  alias  Clopton,  and  Warren 
Tyler,  iu  the  court-room,  before  Judge  Bramlette,  on  the  Gth  of  March,  1871.  I  siiw 
Tyler  and  Moore  leave  the  court- room  once  or  twice  during  the  progress  of  the  trial. 
After  they  returned  to  the  court-room  Tyler  changed  his  seat,  and  sat  down  near  to 
the  left  of  Judge  Bramlette.  His  (Tyler^s)  face  was  then  toward  me,  and  I  saw  his 
pistol  buckled  to  hih  waist.  I  saw  no  pistol  about  Tyler's  iierson  previous  to  his  leaving 
the  court-room,  as  above  referred  to.  Tyler  might  have  had  on  a  pistol  previous  to  his 
leaving  the  court-room,  and  I  not  have  seen  it,  previous  to  his  going  out  of  the  room ; 
his  back  was  toward  me,  and  1  could  not  examine  his  person  for  arms  as  well  as  I  could 
after  he  returned,  for  the  reason  as  before  stated;  that  his  face  was  toward  mo  after 
his  return  into  the  court-room. 

M.  H.  WHITAKER. 

M.  H.  Whitaker,  upon  examination  by  the  court,  stated  that  Moore  and  Tyler  were 
al)8ent  from  the  court-room  about  four  or  five  minutes,  I  think,  and  after  their  return 
to  the  court-room  alK)ut  tilteen  minutes  elapsed  before  the  first  pistol  was  fired.  Moore 
and  Tyler  were  sitting  very  near  each  other  when  the  disturbance  began. 

M.  H.  WHITAKER. 
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B.  B.  WiNBiiAM  being  sworn,  testified : 

I  live  northwest  from  Mr.  Sturges's  dwellings  some  two  hundred  and  fifty  yards.  J 
was  at  home  when  the  tire  occurred,  and  went  down  to  it  as  soon  as  I  could  after  hear- 
ing the  alarm.  I  met  Mr.  Sturges  and  five  or  six  negro  fellows  on  Lee  street,  near  his 
brothers',  Theodore  Sturges's,  dwelling,  and  going  in  direction  of  his  house.  They  were 
coming  as  if  from  Stnrgt^s's  store:  the  store  was  then  on  fire.  They  were  walking  rap- 
idly and  carrying,  all  of  them,  some  bundles.  The  place  where  I  first  saw  them  was 
about  one  hundred  and  fifty  yaixls  from  the  front  of  John  Rush's  house  add  al>out  four 
hundred  yards  from  Sturges's  store.  I  could  see  the  tire  from  where  I  met  them.  I 
abked  Sturges  who  w:is  burning,  and  he  suid  Sturges  and  Hurlbutt,  but  he  did  not 
stop  his  pace  at  all.  There  has  been  a  great  deal  of  tiring  of  guns  here  at  night,  but  I 
think  there  were  more  on  the  night  of  the  fire  than  usual.  Firing  iu  the  negro  district 
wsis  very  unusual  during  a  fire  in  the  city.  I  have  resided  here  for  many  years,  and 
preHeut  at  several  fires,  and  never  knew  of  the  firing  of  gnus,  during  a  fire,  in  the  city 
iMffore.    The  fixing  of  guns  commenced  simultaueously  with  the  alarm  of  fire. 

B.  B.  WINDHAM. 


W.  Y.  Peters,  being  sworn,  testified : 

I  live  in  Meridian ;  was  here  the  night  of  the  fire.  I  saw  Bill  Sturges  about  ten  or 
fifteen  minutes  after  the  fire  commenced.  I  started  to  the  fire  and  met  him  near  Low- 
ensteiu's  house.  There  were  five  or  six  neCToes  with  him.  Bill  Sturges  had  some 
books — ^ledgers  or  something — the  negroes  had  bundles,  and  were  going  in  the  direction 
of  Theodore  Slurges's  dwelling.  Lowenstein's  house  is  just  across  the  street  from 
Stnrges's  dwelling.  Sturges's  house  is  about  four  hundred  yards  from  where  the  fire 
began. 

W.  y.  PETERS. 


E.  V.  E.atLY,  being  sworn,  deposed  as  follows : 

I  am  agent  of  the  Phoenix  Insurance  Company,  of  Hartford,  and  I  did,  on  the  13th 
day  of  February,  1871,  insure  a  policy  to  J.  Aaron  Moore,  against  loss  or  damage  by 
fire  to  the  sum  of  $500,  upon  his  dwelling-house.  The  policy  was  written  iu  the  name 
of  his  wife,  Mary  R.  Moore.  I  did  not  deliver  the  policy  until  Monday  moraing,  tb© 
6th  of  March,  at  9  o'clock,  a.  m.,  at  which  time  he  called  at  my  office  to  get  it,  and 
stated  that  owing  to  the  unsettled  condition  of  afifnirs  he  would  rather  have  it  himself. 

E.  V.  EARLY. 


The  State  of  Mississippi,  Lauderdale  County: 

I,  Robert  Leachman,  judge  of  the  sixth  judicial  district  of  the  State  of  Mississippi« 
acting  as  a  committing  court  in  the  above-stated  cause,  do  hereby  certify  that  the 
foregoing  pages  contaiu  the  testimony  of  the  witnesses  as  deposed  t^o  before  me  oa 
said  trial ;  that  said  testimony  was  reduced  to  writiug  in  my  presence  uud  in  the  pres- 
ence of  the  witnesses  respectively,  and  read  over  to  said  witnesses  and  approved  and 
signed  by  them  in  open  court  and  in  my  presence,  and  with  the  documents  accompa- 
nyiiig  constitutes  all  the  testimony  iu  the  said  cause. 

Given  under  my  hand  and  seal  this  the  2Uth  day  of  March,  1871. 

[«K.iL.]  ROBT.  LEACHMAN. 


The  State  of  Mississippi,  Lauderdale  County : 

I,  Robert  Leachman,  judge  of  the  sixth  judicial  district  of  the  6^-ate  of  Mississippi, 
and  acting  as  committing  magistrate  in  the  above-stated  cause,  aftei  hearing  the  testi- 
mony, do  hereby  order  that  (J.  W.  Brantley,  Hugh  Wilson,  and  Robert  E.  Coleman  lie 
held  to  answer  before  the  gracd-jury  at  the  next  term  of  the  circuit  court,  on  a  thinl 
Monday  in  April,  1871,  to  answer  the  State  of  Mississippi  on  the  charge  of  uulawful 
assembly,  or  any  charge  the  grand-jurj*  may  see  fit  to  prefer  against  them,  in  a  bond 
of  two  hundred  dollars  each,  with  good  and  sufficient  security.  That  J.  F.  Sanford 
and  Isaac  Adams  be  likewise  held  iu  the  sum  of  five  hundred  dollars  each,  to  answer  a 
charge  of  assault  with  intent  to  kill,  or  any  charge  the  grand-jury  may  see  tit  to  prefer 
agaiust  them ;  and  that  A.  G.  Horn  be  likewise  held  in  the  sum  of  one  hundred  dollars 
to  answer  a  charge  of  assault,  or  any  other  charge  the  grand-jury  may  see  fit  to  prefer 
against  him. 

[SEAL.]  *  ROBT.  LEACHMAN. 
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Washington,  D.  C,  June  29, 1871. 

M.  H.  WHITAKEB  sworn  and  examined. 
By  the  Chairman  : 

QueaHon,  Where  do  yon  reside  ? 

Answer.  At  Meridian,  MissisMippi. 

QuesUan.  How  long  have  you  resided  there  T 

Answer.  Immediately  at  Meridian? 

Question.  Yes. 

Ansirer.  About  three  years. 

Question.  How  long  have  yon  been  a  citizen  of  the  State  of  Mississippi  t 

Ansteer.  About  eighteen  years. 

Question.  What  is  your  profession  t 

Answer.  I  am  a  practicing  lawyer  at  Meridian. 

Quealion,  Give  us  any  iu^rniation  which  you  have  derived  from  your  practice  as  a 
lawyer,  and  your  intercourse  with  the  citizens,  bearing  upon  the  manner  in  which  the 
laws  are  executed  in  the  State  of  Mi8sissipx)i,  and  the  extent  to  which  life,  person,  and 
property  are  secure  there. 

Answer.  I  think  that,  as  a  general  thing,  the  laws  are  executed  tolerably  well,  as 
well,  I  believe,  as  I  have  over  known  them  to  be  executed  since  I  have  been  old  enough 
to  take  notice  of  such  things. 

Question.  Have  you  any  facts  bearing  ux>ou  that  general  question  which  will  be  of 
service  to  the  committ-ee  f 

Answer.  Have  ^ou  reference  to  the  criminal  law  particularly  T 

Question.  Our  inquiry  is  directed,  in  general  terms,  to  the  efiBciency  of  the  exeeution 
of  the  laws,  and  the  security  of  life,  person,  and  property.  That  will  reach,  of  course, 
both  the  civil  and  the  criminal  law.  Give  us  any  facts  which,  in  your  judgment,  will 
enlighten  the  committee  upon  that  question  in  any  of  its  bearings. 

Answer.  Well,  sir,  I  have  known  the  criminal  law  violated  there,  and  the  violators 
of  the  law  have  not  been  punished. 

Question.  Is  that  in  exceptional  cases  T 

Answer.  I  think  so  ;  those  are  exceptional  cases. 

Question.  To  what  cases  do  you  refer  especially  T 

Answier.  I  refer  more  particularly  to  a  case  that  occurred  in  our  county — the  killing 
of  some  parties. 

Question,  Who  were  the  parties  T 

A  newer.  There  was  a  case  that  occurred  at  Toomsuba. 

Question.  When? 

Answer.  It  was  some  time  dnring  the  first  of  the  year,  I  think. 

Question.  Under  what  circumstances  f 

Ansicer.  Well,  sir,  I  do  not  know,  only  from  what  I  hear ;  I  suppose  I  can  relate  that. 

Question.  Give  us  whatever  information  you  have  that  you  deein  reliable.  We  do  not 
want  Bnything  in  the  shape  of  mere  rumor. 

Answer.  I  heanl  that  this  man  had  been  killed  by  some  parties  in  the  night-time — 
thid  man  Williams ;  but  I  never  heard  who  those  parties  were. 

Question.  Who  was  Williams  T 

Answer.  He  was  a  member  of  the  board  of  supervisors. 

Question.  White  or  colored  T 

Answer.  He  was  colored. 

Question.  Was  he  an  obnoxious  man  in  any  respect  T 

Answer.  He  was  a  very  obnoxious  man. 

Question.  In  what  respect  t 

Answer,  He  attempted  to  adjust  matters  between  parties  there  that  he  hnd  no 
authority  for  do^ng ;  and  he  would  menace  and  threaten  the  w^hites,  so  I  understood. 
That  is  all  from  information,  Just  as  the  other  is.  Indeed,  I  heard  that  he  was  obnox- 
ious to  both  white  and  black  at  that  place.  There  were  several  indictments  pending 
against  him  in  the  circuit  court-,  which,  perhaps,  would  have  him  tried  at  the  ensuing 
term  of  the  conrt  if  he  had  not  been  killed. 

Question.  They  would  have  been  tried  f 

Ansu^er.  I  presume  so ;  he  was  under  bond  for  his  appearance. 

Question.  He  wa«  under  bond  f 

Answer.  I  think  so,  at  the  time. 

iluestion.  The  prosecution  was  pending  at  the  time  t 

Answer.  Several  indictments,  so  I  heard. 

Question.  In  your  judgment,  could  justice  have  been  obtained  in  the  courts  f 

Answer.  I  think  so. 

Question.  Were  the  persons  visiting  him  those  who  desired  to  take  vengeance  upon 
him  without  waiting  for  the  process  of  the  law  t 

Answer.  I  never  heard  why  he  was  visited,  except  that  he  was  obnoxious  to  both 
white  and  black  ]    that  was  the  character  I  heard  of  the  man.     He  had  been  in 
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the  habit,  once  a  week,  perhaps,  of  drillinp^  a  company  of  blacks  at  that  place ;  bo 
6^<5med  to  be  a  captain,  or  a  chief  of  a  squad  or  company ;  and  I  am  informed  by  the 
white  persons  that  he  did  it  threateningly  and  menacingly. 

Question.  Was  he  killed  in  open  day  or  at  night  f 

Answer.  In  the  night-time,  I  think. 

Question.  Were  the  men  known  who  killed  him,  or  were  they  in  disgnise  t 

Answer.  1  do  not  know  whether  they  were  disguised  or  not ;  they  were  not  known. 

Question.  What  information  have  you  on  that  point  f 

Answer.  The  information  I  have  on  that  point  is  this :  that  the  parties  who  committed 
the  assassination  had  a  black  man  to  guide  them  to  the  place — to  direct  them  to  the 
house  of  Williams.  This  colored  man  who  guided  them,  or  acted  as  pilot,  caUed  this 
man  Williams  to  his  door,  and  told  him  he  wanted  to  see  him ;  when  he  came  to  the 
door  he  was  shot.    That  is  my  information  on  that  point. 

Question.  Is  it  your  information  that  those  men  were  disguised  t 

Answer.  I  cannot  state  whether  I  ever  heard  that  or  not ;  it  may  have  been  so  or  it 
may  not. 

Question.  From  whom  did  yon  learn  that  a  black  man  piloted  them  there  t 

Anmcer.  It  was  common  talk  there  about  the  court-house;  I  think  the  man  was  car- 
ried np  there  as  a  witness  before  the  grand  jury.  I  think  a  great  many  white  persons 
talked  to  me  about  it.    I  never  talked  with  him  at  alL 

Question.  That  is,  with  the  man  who  piloted  them  there  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Was  it  your  information  that  he  was  constrained  to  go  or  that  he  went 
unwillingly  f 

Answer.  My  information  is  that  he  perhaps  did  not  go  very  cheerfully. 

Question.  Was  any  bill  found  against  any  parties  for  killing  Williams  f 

Answer.  I  do  not  know ;  that  was  at  the  last  term.  No  one  knows  anything  about 
indictments  directed  against  parties  until  the  parties  are  arrested,  except  the  officers 
of  the  court. 

Question.  That  court  was  held  in  your  town.  Meridian  t 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  but  I  am  not  an  officer  of  the  court,  and  therefore  could  not  know 
whether  indictments  were  found  or  not. 

Question.  You  are  a  practicing  lawyer  at  the  bar  there  f 
•  Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Do  not  your  grand  juries  return  their  bills  publicly? 

Answer.  They  return  them  publicly,  but  they  are  handed  over  to  the  clerk  of  the 
court,  who  is  sworn  to  keep  them  secret. 

Question.  Are  they  not  entered  on  the  docket? 

Answer.  They  are  entered  on  the  docket,  State  vs. ;  the  name  is  not  given,  for 

the  parties  might  escape  if  they  heard  of  it. 

Question.  Does  not  the  clerk  enter  the  name,  as  State  vs.  A.  B.;  whatever  the  name 
of  the  party  may  be? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  or  if  he  enters  any  name  it  is  a  fictitious  one. 

By  Mr.  Coburn: 

Question.  Is  it  generally  understood  in  the  community  that  bills  were  found  against 
some  of  the  parties  connected  with  the  murder  ? 

Answer.  I  have  never  heard  anything  said  about  it;  it  is  a  matter  that  cannot  pos- 
sibly be  known. 

Question.  The  names  of  the  parties  might  not  be  known,  but  it  might  be  known  that 
bills  against  some  parties  had  been  found  ? 

Answer.  If  that  was  the  case,  I  think  I  should  have  heard  of  it;  I  have  never  heard 
of  it  at  all. 

Question.  Is  it  your  opinion  that  no  bills  were  found  ? 

Answer.  It  is  a  very  hard  matter  for  me  to  say.  I  never  had  any  conversation  with 
the  colored  man  who  acted  as  pilot. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  As  a  matter  of  practice,  the  grand  jury  return  their  findings  in  writing,  and 
they  go  into  the  custody  of  the  clerk  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  and  he  is  instructed  not  to  expose  them  until  the  parties  are  ar- 
rested. 

By  Mr.  Van  Trump: 
Question.  He  is  directed  to  lock  them  up  ? 
Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Question.  You  do  not  know  whether  or  not  any  parties  have  been  arrested  on  that 
charge  f 
Answer.  If  so,  I  have  not  heard  of  it. 
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Question,  Would  yon  not  bave  been  likely  to  bare  heard  of  it  t 

jnncer,  1  think  I  would. 

Qutation,  When  was  the  court  held  t 

Answer.  Last  April,  the  third  Monday. 

Question.  Yon  say  the  colored  man,  who  was  constrained  to  go  with  them,  testified 
before  the  grand  jury  T 

Answer.  I  was  told  by  persons  attending  court  that  he  was  there  and  made  his  ap- 
pearance before  the  grand  jury,  and  testified  in  regard  to  the  parties.  I  was  not  there 
and  did  not  see  him. 

By  Mr.  Beck  : 

Question.  What  were  those  indictments  for  against  Williams  f 

Answer.  Well,  sir,  I  do  not  know  what  they  all  were  for ;  I  think  it  was,  perhaps,  for 
malfeasance  in  office. 

(Question.  Yon  do  not  know  t 

Ansicer.  That  is  my  recollection ;  I  never  saw  the  indictments ;  I  was  not  engaged  in 
the  case  either  on  one  side  or  the  other,  and  never  examined  the  indictments. 

By  Mr.  Pool: 

Question.  Was  not  one  of  them  for  giving  some  sort  of  authority  for  the  search  of  a 
colored  man's  house  for  a  stolen  pig  f 

Answer.  It  seems  to  me  I  have  heard  something  of  that  sort ;  but  I  do  not  know 
enough  about  it  to  state  positively.  I  would  also  state,  in  reference  to  the  indictments 
against  Williams,  that  it  is  my  impression  that  there  were  perhaps  some  indictments 
preferred  against  him  for  letting  out  contracts,  contrary  to  law,  for  building  of  bridges ; 
perhaps  letting  them  out  himself,  being  authorized  by  the  board,  and  taking  the  con- 
tracts himself,  which  I  think  was  in  violation  of  the  law;  something  in  reference  to  the 
public  bridges  of  the  county,  lotting  them  out  for  very  enormous  prices ;  also  a^ust- 
mg  matters  between  parties  as  a  magistrate,  and  so  forth. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  Those  were  the  classes  of  misdemeanors  in  office  with  which  he  was 
charged  f 

Answer.  I  think  so. 

Question.  Are  there  any  other  special  cases  to  which  you  wish  to  refer,  as  illustrating 
your  general  remark  about  the  execution  of  the  law  f    If  so,  go  on  and  give  them. 

Mr.  Beck.  Before  the  witness  proceeds,  let  me  say  one  thing,  and  I  may  just  as  well 
do  it  here  an  at  any  time.  This  witness  has  l)eei\  called  at  the  instance  of  General  Blaii, 
and  he  knows  a  great  deal  about  the  general  history  of  that  country.  It  seems  to  me 
that  his  testimony  would  be  more  intelligible  to  Congress  and  the  country  if,  instead 
of  giving  the  details  of  special  cases  on  cross-examination,  he  would  first  give  his  gen- 
eral views  in  regard  to  the  security  of  life,  person,  and  property,  and  the  manner  in 
which  the  races  conduct  themselves  toward  each  other.  He  can  then  go  into  details, 
instead  of  having  his  testimony  chopped  all  to  ])ieces  from  the  start.  I  throw  out  this 
general  view  for  the  consideration  of  the  committee. 

The  Chairman.  I  put  a  general  question  to  the  witness,  and  if  there  is  any  chop- 
ping up  of  his  testimony  it  is  not  my  fault. 

Mr.  Beck.  We  are  all  doing  it. 

The  Chairman.  I  would  prefer  to  have  the  witness  to  go  on  and  give  a  general  state- 
ment. 

The  Witness.  I  am  willing  to  answer  any  question  I  can. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question,  Then  go  back  to  the  first  general  question  and  state  in  regard  to  the  execu- 
tion of  the  laws,  and  the  security  of  life,  person,  and  property,  in  your  State. 

Answer.  I  think  that,  as  a  general  thing,  the  laws  are  executed,  as  I  said  before,  about 
as  well  as  they  were  previous  to  the  present  state  of  afiairs  down  there,  at  least  so  far 
as  I  have  observed.  Before  the  war  I  was  rather  young  and  did  not  participate  in 
these  things  ranch ;  I  was  not  ]>racticiug  law  before  the  war.  But  so  far  as  my  obser- 
vation has  gone,  I  think  the  laws  of  Ihe  State  of  Mississippi  are  now  enforced  as  well 
as  they  have  heretofore  been,  in  the  section  of  the  country  in  which  I  live.  There 
were  isolated  cases  heretofore,  which  were  never  reached  because  of  the  inability  of 
witnesses  to  identify  the  parties  who  violated  the  law.  It  is  impossible  in  some 
cases  to  identify  the  parties  who  commit  these  outrages. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Quaition.  Are  you  through  with  your  general  statement  in  answer  to  the  general 
question? 

Answer.  1  cannot  say  anything  more  in  answer  to  that  question ;  that  is  a  full  an- 
swer, as  I  understand  it. 
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By  Mr.  Beck  : 

QitcHtion,  Yon  had  a  great  big  riot  there  of  some  sort  or  other,  did  yon  Dot  f  Why 
not  tell  UH  about  that,  and  the  causes  which  led  to  it  from  beginning  to  end,  without 
l)(*in<;  HHked  a  hundred  questions  about  it;  you  had  an  occurrence  of  that  sort,  and  in- 
hti  ail  of  having  it  dragged  out  of  you  by  questions  go  on  and  tell  us  all  about  it. 

Jnsvctr,  Just  as  the  members  of* the  committee  desire;  I  will  go  on  and  make  a  full 
statement  now,  as  far  as  I  can,  or  I  will  wait  for  questions  to  be  asked  me.  Shall  I 
proceed,  Mr.  Chairman,  to  make  the  statement  7 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  Certainly ;  we  expected  you  to  make  it  in  answer  to  the  general  question  pat 
to  you.  We  take  it  for  granted  that  when  this  question  is  put  to  a  gentleman  of  the 
bar  he  does  not  need  to  be  prompted  all  the  time  by  special  questions. 

Ansicer,  I  do  not  know  the  course  of  examination  which  the  committee  haa  been 
pursuing.    I  did  not  know  but  you  asked  particular  questions. 

Question,  Take  up  the  statement  and  go  on  with  it. 

Anstctr.  I  think  that  some  time  in  February  a  colored  man  by  the  name  of  Kennard 
came  over  to  our  town,  and,  I  think,  three  or  four  white  men  came  with  him — no,  some 
fifteen  or  twenty  men  came  with  him,  I  suppose — to  prosecute  one  Price. 

By  Mr.  Coburn  : 
Question,  Came  over  from  where  f 

Answer.  From  Sumter  County,  as  I  understood.  I  did  not  know  any  of  the  white 
men  who  came  over  ^ith  him. 

Question.  From  Sumter  County,  Alabama? 
Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  Oo  on  and  give  a  detailed  statement  as  far  as  you  can. 

Anttwer.  Kennard  had  made  an  affidavit  against  Price  for  a  violation  of  a  statute  of 
the  State  of  Mississippi,  enacted  for  the  punishment  of  persons  traveling  in  disguise, 
or  being  disguised  and  perpetrating  any  crime.  The  affidavit  was  based  upon  this 
statute.  Upon  consultation  with  Kennard,  who  employed  me  as  one  of  the  counsel  to 
prosecute  Price,  I  gathered  this  information  from  him.  *IIe  state<lthat  a  short  time  pre- 
vious  to  that — I  do  not  remember  exactly  how  long  it  was — Mr.  Price  and  some  colored 
nu'u — he  supposed  them  to  be  colored — came  to  theliouse  in  Meridian  where  he  was  sleep* 
ingand  took  him  out  of  bed,  carried  him  to  the  limits,  orperhaps  a  little  outside  of  tlie 
limits  of  the  corporation,  and  whipped  him  severely.  He  showed  me  the  scars  upon 
his  back  and  upon  his  person  generally.  He  stated  also  that  after  they  had  stripped 
him  and  whipped  him — they  had  left  his  clothes  a  little  distance  from  him — all  but 
two  of  them  went  back  to  where  his  clothes  were,  for  what  puri>ose  he  did  not  know ; 
I  asked  him  particularly  about  that.  While  they  were  gone,  and  he  was  left  in  the 
custody  of  two  men,  he  ran  and  ma<1e  his  escape;  they  shot  at  hiiii,  but  (ailed  to  hit 
him.    Shall  I  state  how  this  party  identified  Price  f 

By  the  Chairman,  (Mr.  Poland  :) 

Question.  Go  right  on,  and  state  it  all. 

Answer.  He  told  me  that  he  had  known  Price  in  Sumter  County  for  a  long  time,  and 
that  he  and  Price  belonged  to  the  same  league  ;  that  he  was  very  familiar  with  his 
voice ;  bad  known  him  for  a  number  of  years ;  that  he  had  for  a  disguise  some  thin 
black  covering  over  his  face,  but  he  could  see  through  it  when  he  came  into  the  room 
where  he  was,  and  he  saw  the  white  wrist-s  of  the  man.  He  said  the  others  were  black 
men,  to  the  best  of  his  belief.  When  Price  was  arrested,  he  was  taken  before  a  magis- 
trate and  bound  over  in  a  bond  of  $200  to  make  his  appearance  before  the  same  ma> 
fistrate  at  some  future  day  for  a  preliminary  examination,  which  was  perhaps  the  Fri- 
ay  following ;  I  think  it  was  Friday  that  was  set  for  the  first  trial.  That  was  the  day 
that  Kennard  came  over  from  Sumter  County,  Alabama,  with  these  fifteen  or  twenty 
men,  perhaps,  and  one  or  two  colored  witnesses,  to  attend  this  trial  of  Mr.  Price.  These 
men  came  irom  Alabama  with  guns.  I  did  not  know  any  of  them  ;  they  were  all  stran- 
gers to  me.  When  I  rode  up  to  my  office,  I  saw  these  men  standing  there  in  front  of 
the  X)ost  office,  with  their  guns  on  the  sidewalk ;  I  ma<le  an  inquiry  who  they  were, 
and  what  they  were  doing  there,  and  some  one  told  me  they  had  come  over  there  with 
Kennard  and  the  two  colored  witnesses,  to  protect  them ;  that  they  were  afraid  the 
colored  people  of  Meridian  would  mob  them  because  they  were  there  as  witnesses  for 
the  State  against  Mr.  Price. 

By  Mr.  Blair: 

Question.  Wliat  is  Price's  politics  f 

Anstcer.  He  was  a  republican,  I  understand.  Well,  I  advised  that  those  men  should 
put  their  arms  down  and  have  nothing  to  do  with  the  matter ;  that  I  thought  these 
colored  men  could  remain  there  at  my  office,  and  we  could  hold  the  court  ux)  there, 
and  no  disturbance  would  be  had ;  that  we  could  do  that. 
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By  Mr.  Coburk: 

Question.  Were  they  white  men  or  black  men  who  had  come  over  from  Alabama  f 

jinawer.  Those  with  arms t 

Question.  Yes. 

Answer,  They  were  white  men.  Well,  those  men  were  prevailed  upon,  perhaps  an 
lioar  after  I  got  there,  to  put  their  arms  away ;  they  put  them  away,  and  no  disturb- 
ance occurred.  Still  wo  apprehended  that  there  might  be  trouble,  kuowiuf^  the  char- 
acter of  Pi'ice  and  this  man  Tyler,  who  was  a  colored  man,  and  who  went  with  him  all 
the  time,  and  seemed  to  be  his  next  friend.  We  were  apprehensive  that  some  trouble 
might  grow  out  of  the  fact  that  those  men  had  come  there  armed  ;  and  the  negroes 
seemed  to  be  excited  and  mad  about  Price  being  arrested.  Upon  consultation,  there- 
fore, with  the  counsel  for  the  defense,  we  concluded  that  it  would  perhaps  be  best  for 
the  case  to  be  continued  until  some  future  day,  and  try  to  get  these  men  from  there, 
and  have  our  trial  without  their  presence.  Conseqnently,  upon  that  statement,  the 
cause  was  continued  for  one  week,  I  think;  and  the  original  bond  alreaily  taken  by 
the  magistrate  for  the  appearance  of  this  man  Price  was  increased  from  |:^00  to  $800, 
and  he  gave  the  bond.  At  the  next  trial,  or  on  the  day  set  for  the  trial  the  next  time, 
one  of  the  witnesses  for  the  State  was  sick,  and  did  not  come.  I  therefore  moved  for 
another  continuance  until  the  following  week,  and  the  continuance  was  had.  Before 
the  day  for  the  next  trial  came  on,  Mr.  Smith— Joshua  Smith — who  testified  here  day 
before  yesterday,  came  to  me  and  told  me  that  he  was  very  apprehensive  that  if  that 
trial  came  on,  there  would  be  serious  trouble  between  the  whites  and  blacks. 

By  Mr.  Van  Tkump  : 

Question,  Smith  was  a  republican  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  he  is  a  republican.  I  asked  him  why.  He  told  me  that  Mr.  Price 
had  said  that  if  upon  that  trial  he  was  required  to  go  to  jail  in  default  of  giving  a 
bond,  he  would  then  and  there  commence  shooting,  and  that  he  had  some  thirty  col- 
ored men  who  would  be  there  armed  and  see  him  out.  His  counsel  then  told  me  pri- 
vately to  put  me  upon  my  guard,  because  I  was  employed  to  prosecute,  that  Mr.  Pnce 
had  told  him  this  same  thing,  and  had  even  gone  so  far  as  to  teil  this  gentleman,  who 
was  his  counsel,  that  when  that  was  required  of  him  he  must  stand  aside,  for  he  did 
not  want  to  hurt  him,  for  he  would  then  and  there  commence  shooting.  A  day  or  two 
after  Mr.  Smith  told  me  about  this,  and  after  this  gentleman  who  was  defending  Mr. 
Price  told  me  the  same  thing,  Mr.  Smith  showed  me  a  letter  he  had  written  to  Mr.  Price, 
advising  him  to  leave  the  place,  and  assigniug  as  his  reasons  in  that  letter  that  it  would 
l>e  for  the  peace  of  all  in  that  community  for  him  to  leave  and  remain  away ;  that  he 
had  rendered  himself  very  obnoxious  to  the  community,  had  gotten  up  a  bad  feeling 
between  the  whites  and  blacks  there,  and  that  it  would  l>e  decidedly  the  best  thing 
that  could  be  done  for  the  community  for  him  to  leave  and  forfeit  his  bond.  He  asked 
me  what  I  thought  about  it.  I  told  him  that  if  Price  had  said  these  things — and  I 
could  not  doubt  it,  for  he  had  told  mo  that  he  had  said  it— and  I  had  been  informed 
that  Price  was  a  very  desperate  man,  and  a  man  of  undoubted  courage,  and  he  would 
carry  his  threats  into  execution ;  and  from  the  opinion  I  had  of  Mr.  Price,  under  all 
the  circumstances  I  advised  that  be  take  that  course,  or  rather  I  approved  of  it :  I  was 
an  employed  counsel,  and  not  acting  in  any  official  capacity  for  the  State,  and  there- 
fore I  approved  of  that  course,  and  Mr.  Price  did  leave. 

Question,  Before  you  leave  the  Price  case  and  go  to  the  next  stage  of  the  proceedings, 
I  want  to  ask  one  question :  You  say  that  Kennard  said  that  while  he  recognized  Price, 
he  believe<l  the  persons  with  him  were  black  men? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  he  told  me  so. 

Question,  Please  state  the  habits  of  this  man  Price,  as  to  his  associations  there  with 
the  people,  white  or  black. 

Answer,  He  associated  exclusively  with  the  colored  people. 

Question,  Was  he  remarkable  for  thatf 

Ansteer.  He  was  remarkable  for  that.  I  never  saw  him  with  a  white  man  in  my  life 
until  after  he  was  arrested,  except  that  once  on  the  train  I  saw  him  sitting  in  a  car 
with  white  persons.  I  never  saw  him  at  Meridian  associating  with  white  persons 
at  all. 

By  the  Chairman,  (Mr.  Poland  :) 
Question,  What  was  Price's  business  T 
Answer,  He  was  teaching  school  at  Meridian. 

By  Mr.  Van  Trump  : 
Question.  White  or  colored  f 
Answer.  A  colored  school. 

By  the  CnAiRMAN,  (Mr.  Poland  :) 
Question,  Go  on  with  your  narration^ 
Ansrtr,  I  would  state  this  in  connection  with  this  Price  trial :  the  third  time  set  for 
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the  trial  I  went  into  the  conrt-room ;  the  magistrate  opened  his  oonrt,  though  we  were 

generally  satisfied  that  Price  had  left ;  I  was  not,  however,  informed  positively  that  he 
ad  left.  I  went  around  to  the  court-room  to  attend  the  conrt  in  the  event  he  should 
he  there.  When  I  reached  there  I  waited  awhile  and  he  did  not  come,  and  the  court 
was  adjourned.  As  I  went  down  the  steps  leading  up  to  the  main  entnuice  of  the  court- 
room I  met  this  man  Warren  Tyler  coming  up  the  court-house  steps.  I  met  him  about 
midway  of  the  steps.  I  was  going  down  and  he  was  going  up.  He  was  armed, 
jKud  besides  fire-arms  he  had  a  club-ax  in  his  hands.  What  his  ousiness  in  the  court- 
room was  I  do  not  know.  He  attended  the  trial ;  every  continuance  that  was  had  he 
was  there  every  time.  This  occurred,  I  think,  about  the  1st  of  February' — ^all  this  mat- 
ter in  regard  to  Price  that  I  have  been  relating.  There  was  no  more  trouble  then  in 
that  regard. 

Qu€9iiom,  This  prosecution  against  Price  was  nolle-proesed,  or  disposed  of  in  some  way  f 

Anawer,  It  was  not  noUe-prossed.  I  supposed  the  magistrate  returned  to  the  clerk  of 
the  circuit  court  the  bond  that  was  given  by  Mr.  Price,  and  a  forfeiture  was  t-aken 
against  Price  and  the  securities  at  the  ensuing  term  of  the  circuit  oourt ;  that  was  the 
Tegular  course. 

Qu€9tiaiL  The  bond  he  had  given,  as  I  understand  it,  was  merely  for  his  appearance 
before  the  magistrate  f 

Antwer.  Yes,  sir ;  that  is  true.  Well,  it  was  forfeited.  I  was  thinking  about  a  bond 
that  would  be  taken  by  the  court,  not  by  the  magistrate.  This  bond  was  taken  in  the 
vacation. 

Question,  We  have  had  the  testimony  of  several  witnesses  about  this  matter ;  and  I 
have  understood  from  all  the  witnesses  heretofore  that  it  was  an  agreement  that  the 
case  was  to  be  considered  as  at  an  end  when  Price  left. 

Answer,  I  do  not  know  whether  there  was  any  a^^reement  with  the  officers  of  the 
eourt ;  I  had  none ;  I  simply  talked  and  convened  with  Mr.  Smith. 

Question.  Well,  what  was  understood  between  you  and  the  counsel  on  the  other  aide 
as  to  what  should  be  done  with  the  case  f  ^ 

Answer.  That  so  fiir  as  we  were  concerned  Mr.  Price  oould  leave;  we  oould  not  do 
anything.  The  only  course  that  could  be  taken  was  for  the  court  to  take  a  forfeiture 
upon  his  bond,  against  htm  and  his  securities. 

Question.  Was  it  understood  that  if  Price  did  not  appear  his  bond  was  to  be  forfeited, 
or  only  that  the  case  was  to  be  stopped  f 

Answer.  I  think  the  general  understanding  between  the  counsel  and  Ut.  Smith  was 
that  there  would  be  no  further  trouble  about  it;  that  was  my  understanding.  What 
course  the  court  wonld  take  with  it  I  did  not  know. 

Question,  Yon  think  that,  in  point  of  fact,  a  forfeiture  was  taken  of  his  bond  f 

Answer.  That  would  be  the  regular  course. 

Question.  What  was  done  f 

Anstcer.  I  really  do  not  know. 

Question.  What  I  want,  to  ascertain  is,  what  was  done. 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  whether  the  court  took  a  forfeiture  or  not.  I  had  no  under- 
standing with  the  court  about  the  matter ;  none  in  the  world. 

Question.  That  ended  the  Price  case? 

Anjswer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Now,  go  on.  What  we  want  to  get  at  is  what  is  called  the  Meridian  riot, 
m  all  its  phases. 

Answer.  As  I  have  stated,  that  Price  matter  was  along  about  the  1st  of  February* 
There  seemed  to  be  existing  a  bad  feeling. 

Question.  There  has  been  stated  here  by  other  witnesses  a  &ct  which  it  may  be  per- 
haps as  well  to  ask  yon  about  now.  During  the  pendency  of  this  Price  case,  did  the 
Alabama  men,  when  they  came  over  to  Meridian,  take  anybody  back  with  them  to  Ala- 
hamaf 

Answer.  That  was  the  first  day  fixed  for  the  trial  of  the  Price  case. 

Question.  They  were  there  only  once  f 

Answer.  Only  once.  The  second  time  Kennard  came  over  onlv  two  or  three  men  came 
along  with  him — the  gentleman  to  whom  he  formerly  belonged  and  one  or  two  friends 
came  with  liini.    They  had  no  arms. 

Question.  I  am  speaking  of  the  armed  men. 

Answer.  I  understand  tliey  did.  I  do  not  know  those  men  ;  I  am  not  acquainted  with 
a  solitary  one  of  them ;  I  only  saw  them  as  I  went  to  my  office,  and  passed  through  a 
little  squad  of  them  on  the  sidewalk. 

Question.  What  I  want  to  get  at  is  this :  some  of  the  witnesses  have  stated  that  those 
anned  men  from  Alabama  seized  a  couple  of  colored  men,  or  perhaps  three  or  four,  and 
carried  them  back  to  Alabama.  "* 

Answer,  1  understood  they  carried  them  back  with  them. 

Question.  Three  colored  men  T 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  and  that  they  took  them  back  there,  and  it  seems  to  me  one  of  them 
was  put  in  jail,  and  the  others  were  working  on  the  fanns  of  the  parties  who  were  on 
their  bonds  for  their  appearance  at  court. 
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Qu€8tUm,  Did  yon  nnderstaDd  that  they  had  been  seized  and  carried  to  Alabama 
nnder  any  legal  proceesf 
Annper,  No,  sir ;  I  never  heard  of  any  process. 

By  Mr.  Blaik  : 

Qitestian^,  Were  the  colored  men  carried  back  to  Alabama  the  witnesses  that  had  been 
brought  over  there  to  appear  against  Price  f 

Angwer,  No,  sir ;  I  think  not.  It  seems  to  me  that  when  these  men  who  came  over 
with  Kennard  got  off  the  train  at  Meridian,  one  or  two  of  them  discovered  some  men 
who  had  been  violating  the  law  in  Alabama — what  particular  statute  of  Alabama  they 
had  violated  I  never  learned — and  they  took  possession  of  them,  arrested  them,  and 
took  them  into  custody,  and  I  was  informed  that  they  carried  them  back  to  Alabama; 
and  my  understanding  or  impression  is,  that  perhaps  they  pnt  one  of  them  in  jail  in 
de&ult  of  a  bond,  or  something  of  that  sort,  and  the  others  were  working  on  the  farms 
of  those  who  were  on  their  bonds.    That  was  the  information  I  received  from  an  ac- 

aaaintance  of  mine,  who  seemed  to  know  about  these  things.    I  do  not  know  whether 
iioee  are  facts  or  not. 

By  the  Chairman,  (Mr.  Polaxd  :) 

Question,  Did  you  understand  whether  these  colored  men,  whom  these  armed  Alaba- 
mians  took  away  with  them,  went  back  willingly,  or  were  they  arrested  and  taken 
backf 

Anatter.  My  understanding  is  that  they  were  arrested  and  taken  back. 

QueaHon.  Now,  go  on. 

Answer,  Well,  on  the  4th  of  March,  Saturday  evening,  there  was  a  mass  meeting  of 
the  colored  people  in  the  court-house  at  Meridian,  and  from  the  information  I  gathered 
from  the  testimony  that  was  afterward  taken,  and  from  other  information,  and  from 
the  fact  that  some  parties  were  arrested,  I  understood  there  were  some  incendiary  and 
inflAmmatory  speecnes  made  on  that  occasion  by  three  colored  persons. 

Question,  Give  their  names. 

Answer.  Warren  Tyler,  J.  Aaron  Moore,  a  member  of  the  house  of  representatives  of 
the  legislature  of  the  State  of  Mississippi,  and  William  Dennis,  alias  Clopton.  I  was 
informed  that  their  speeches,  as  I  said  before,  were  inflammatory  and  incendiary ;  and 
that  got  up  an  alarm  among  the  few  white  persons  who  were  about  the  court-room  and 
were  present,  that  there  would  be  trouble  arising  irom  the  speeches  that  were  then 
being  made  by  these  persons.  Mr.  Smith  inform^  the  sherifi  of  those  speeches,  and 
advised  him  to  put  a  stop  to  them. 

By  Mr.  Van  Trump: 

Question,  What  Mr.  Smith ;  a  witness  here  f 

Answer,  Mr.  Joshua  Smith,  who  testified  here  day  before  yesterday.  Whether  the 
sheriff  reached  the  court-room  or  not  before  the  meeting  adjourned  I  cannot  tell. 
The  meeting  af\journed,  however,  late  in  the  evening ;  and  upon  going  down  upon 
the  streets  tney  organized  themselves  into  what  might  be  called,  a  military  company — 
at  any  rate  in  military  order. 

By  the  Chairman,  (Mr.  Poland  :) 

QuesUou,  Who  did  that ;  the  colored  people  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  and  with  fife  and  drum  marched  around  the  streets  of  Meridian. 
I  think  some  of  them  had  swords  buckled  around  them,  and  piorhaps  some  had  pistols; 
I  do  not  remember  seeing  any  with  guns. 

By  Mr.  Van  Trump: 

Question,  There  had  been  no  military  parade  by  them  that  dny  as  a  simple  military 
parade? 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  not  that  I  know  of.  About — well,  I  scarcely  know  what  time  it 
was,  I  was  not  in  town  during  the  fire.  But  in  the  early  part  of  tlte  night,  a  fire  broke 
out  in  Meridian,  which,  it  seemed,  from  the  language  usea  by  the  speakers,  would  be 
done  at  some  future  time.  The  fire  burned  up  one  block  of  buildin.^ ;  it  originated  in 
Mr.  Storgis's  store ;  the  testimony  seems  to  show  that  it  originated  there.  When  the 
fire  broke  out,  and  the  white  people  were  going  to  the  fire,  and  a  great  many  colored 
pco]>le  also — ^because  before  that,  at  every  fire  that  ever  occurred  there  when  I  was 
present,  the  colored  people  were  very  kind  and  helped  a  great  deal  in  saving  the  prop- 
erty of  the  people  and  extluguishing  the  fires ;  and  some  aided  on  this  occasion,  so  I  am 
informed — ^but  while  the  white  people  and  some  of  the  colored  people  were  going  to 
aid  in  saving  the  property  in  the  building  and  to  extin^iish  the  fire,  if  possible,  some 
white  i>eraon8  were  shot  at ;  and  some  were  shot  at  in  going  from  the  fire ;  perliaps  one 
or  two  were  struck.  It  seems  that  as  soon  as  the  fire  broke  out,  and  the  fire-bell  alarm 
was  given,  this  man  Clopton,  a  colored  man,  took  steps  to  prevent  the  negroids  from 
aiding  in  extinguishing  the  fire,  or  to  save  any  property  except  that  of  Mr.  Stnrgis; 
oerhaps  they  were  advised  to  save  that ;  I  think  that  is  the  opinion.    Ho  had  a  great 
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deal  to  say  abont  the  whito  x>eople ;  he  said  that  it  waa  a  white  man's  fire  and  their 
property,  and  let  it  barn  ;  that  if  tliey  wanted  war,  let  them  have  it;  that  now  was  a^ 
good  a  time  as  any  ;  something  of  that  sort.  This  is  information  I  gathered  alter  ward, 
for  I  was  not  present  at  the  fire. 

Question.  You  live  out  of  town? 

Anstter.  I  live  a  mile  and  a  half  from  town.  I  would  state  that  this  testimony  was 
detailed  upon  the  judicial  investigation  of  the  riot.  I  was  one  of  the  counsel  for  the 
defendants  in  that  investigation.  1  was  counsel  for  one  Brantley,  who  was  arrested  for 
riotous  conduct.  Thi»  man  Clopton  was  abusing  the  white  people  so,  and  trying  to 
incite  the  colored  people  against  the  white  so  much,  that  I  think  the  sheriff  ordered 
him  to  be  arrested  ;  and  he  was  accordingly  arrested,  and  put  in  the  custody  of  some 
persons,  I  do  not  knew  who  or  how  many.  As  the  testimony*  in  the  investigation 
showed,  lar^e  squads  of  colored  people  were  seen  about  in  portions  of  the  town  in  an 
organized  form,  with  arms.  One  witness  before  the  investigation  testified  that  they 
were  asked  what  they  were  doing  there  in  an  organized  body  and  with  arms,  and  what 
they  were  going  to  do  with  their  arms,  and  that  they  would  not  answer  the  question 
when  first  put  to  them :  that  the  question  was  again  put,  and  they  said  they  were  going 
to  fight  the  white  people,  if  they  wanted  a  fight ;  and  they  then  turned  and  left  them. 
I  think,  as  far  as  I  conld  gather,  that  perhaps  after  the  fire  was  over  ever^'thiug  quieted 
down  rather.  There  was  a  great  deal  of  firing  during  the  night  in  different  portions  of 
the  tcwn,  especially  in  that  portion  inhabited  by  the  colored  people.  And  the  testi- 
mony showed  that  there  had  been  a  creat  deal  of  firing  in  that  portion  of  the  town  for 
several  months  before  the  fire.  On  Monday  the  white  people  called  a  meeting  to  con- 
sult with  each  other  as  to  the  proper  course  to  pursue  in  the  matter,  so  as  to  reconcile 
the  bad  feeling  that  was  then  being  gotten  up,  being  eugendered,  it  seems,  by  the 
teachings  of  this  man  Price.  They  passed  resolutions  condemning  the  course  that  Mr. 
Sturgis,  the  mayor  of  the  town,  had  pursued,  and  the  course  that  Mr.  Price  had  pur- 
sued, and  condemning  the  generally  riotous  conduct  of  the  people  on  that  night,  both 
white  and  black.  They  api>ointed  a  committee  of  safety,  of  which  committee  I  was  the 
chairman.  The  duty  of  that  committee  was  to  consult  with  the  sheriff  and  the  officials 
of  the  county  as  to  the  proper  means  to  be  adopted  to  secure  peace  between  the  whites 
and  blacks,  and  to  prevent  any  further  disturbance ;  and  if  the  sheriff  desired  any 
special  officers,  any  special  deputy  sheriffs,  or  anything  of  that  sort  to  act  under  his 
charge  and  direction,  it  was  the  duty  of  this  committee  to  tender  to  him  just  such  men 
as  he  wanted — men  who  were  reliable,  prudent,  and  discreet,  regardless  of  any  political 
opinions  they  might  entertain.  That  was  on  Monday  morning.  They  also  appointed  a 
committee  to  wait  on  Governor  Alcorn,  and  ask  the  removal  of  Mr.  Sturgis  and  some 
other  persons  there  then  holding  office  in  the  county.  They  waited  ou  Governor  Al- 
corn ;  and  Mr.  Joshna  Smith,  who  testified  hero  day  before  yesterday,  was  on  that  com- 
mittee. 

By  the  Chairman,  (Mr.  Poland  :) 

Question,  On  which  committee  t 

Answer.  On  the  committee  to  wait  on  Governor  Alcorn.  There  was  a  committee, 
however,  that  I  neglected  to  name,  appointed  by  this  meeting  to  investigate  the  origin 
of  the  fire ;  to  investigate  the  matter  as  fully  as  they  could.  They  investigated  it  as 
fiur  as  they  could ;  they  had  witnesses  before  them,  both  white  and  black ;  and  the^ 
made  a  report  that  from  the  testimony  they  had  obtained  they  could  arrive  at  no  posi- 
tive clew  of  the  origin  of  the  fire,  but  that  the  testimony  seemed  to  cast  suspicion  upon 
the  person  who  owned  the  premises ;  that  was  Mr.  Sturgis,  the  brother  of  the  mayor. 
I  do  not  know  that  the  testimony  led  them  to  believe  that  he  did  it  directly,  but  that 
it  was  perhaps  done  through  his  connivance,  or  something  of  that  kind ;  that  ho  gave 
it  countenance.  That  was  the  opinion  with  a  great  many  after  this  committee  made 
this  report. 

Question,  A  qnestion  right  there  :  if  the  fire  was  set,  or  caused  to  be  set,  by  Sturgis, 
what  was  his  supposed  motive  for  burning  up  his  own  property  f  To  get  the  insurance  f 

Answer.  Well,  sir,  I  have  heard  this  advanced  as  two  of  the  motives  he  might  have 
had ;  I  do  not  know,  I  cannot  say  what  his  motive  was. 

Question.  I  merely  asked  yon  what  was  the  theory  of  those  people  who  believed  that 
Sturgis  himself  caused  the  fire  to  be  set.    What  motive  did  they  ascribe  to  him  T 

Answer.  The  general  theory  waa  that  Mr.  William  Sturgis,  the  mayor,  had  been,  as 
the  mayor,  instilling  into  the  hearts  of  the  colored  people  for  a  long  time  bitter  feelings 
of  hatred  against  the  white  people,  and  that  he  had  gone  so  far  as  to  advise  the  colored 
people  to  this  course,  even  to  burn  up  his  own  property,  or  his  brother's  property,  and 
then  to  accuse  the  democrats  of  burning  it,  for  political  effect.  That  is  the  theory  of 
some ;  whether  it  is  a  correct  theory  or  not,  I  cannot  tell.  Another  theory  w^as  that,  in 
connection  with  the  political  effect  it  might  have  and  the  odium  it  might  cast  upon  the 
democratic  party  in  that  section  of  the  country,  Mr.  Sturgis  would  also  get  his  insur- 
ance money. 

Question.  Another  question  right  here  on  that  point.  Did  Sturgis  or  his  friends  claim 
or  charge  that  the  fire  was  set  by  democrats  f  r  -  i 
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Afincer.  No,  sir,  not  that  I  have  ever  heard  of;  the  colored  i>eople  thought  it  was  set 
on  tiro  by  the  democrats. 

Question.  But  you  are  not  aware  that  Sturgis  and  his  friends  ever  made  any  such 
charge  f 

AfUfwer.  No,  sir ;  I  am  not  aware  that  they  made  any  sucH  charge. 

By  Mr.  Van  Trump: 
Question.  Did  not  Sturgis  leave  immediately  after  that  f 
Answer,  He  left  on  Monday  night  after  the  fire  on  Saturday  night. 

By  Mr.  STE\rKNSOK : 
Question.  Is  it  understood  that  he  left  in  order  to  cast  odium  on  the  democracy  f 
Ansicer.  No,  sir ;  I  do  not  so  understand  it. 

By  Mr.  Cobukn  :  .  . 

Question.  Is  his  brother  still  there  f 
Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  merchandising  in  the  place  now. 
Question.  Was  he  in  partnership  with  the  mayor  f 

Ansicer.  No,  sir ;  he  said  and  his  brother  said  that  he  had  no  interest  in  it  only  as 
clerk. 

By  the  Chairman,  (Mr.  Poland:) 

Question.  The  title  to  the  store  was  in  his  name  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  in  the  name  of  Theodore  Sturgis,  the  brother  of  the  mayor. 

Question.  Gu  on  with  your  narration  of  events. 

Answe9\  On  Monday  night,  after  tliis  meeting  of  the  white  people .  However,  I  will 

take  up  the  trial,  as  that  comes  first  in  order.  These  parties,  Aaron  Moore,  Billy  Den- 
nis, alias  Clopton,  and  Waff  en  Tyler,  had  been  arrested ;  or  rather  Clopton,  alias  Dennis, 
was  arrested  on  Saturday  night,  and  had  been  retained  in  custody  up  to  that  time. 
And  during  Monday  Tyler  and  Moore  hud  been  arrested,  some  time  during  the  morning, 
and  they  were  arraigneil  before  the  magistrate,  Mr.  Bramlette. 

Question.  On  Monday  f 

Jnsicer.  On  Monday  evening,  after  this  meeting  of  the  white  people.  They  were 
charged  with  delivering  and  uttering  infiamuiatory  and  incendiary  speeches  at  the 
court-room  on  the  Saturday  eveniujE^  previous,  on  the  4th  of  March.  I  was  not  engaged 
either  for  the  prosecution  or  the  defense,  but  I  walked  around  there  after  the  trial  had 
commenced.  1  really  did  not  know  that  they  had  been  arrested  until  I  walked  around 
there  after  the  trial  had  commenced.  When  I  wont  I  saw  that  a  trial  was  progressing, 
and  I  took  my  seat  in  rear  of  W^arren  Tyler.  Mr.  William  Sturgis  was  sittmg  near 
Warren  Tyler,  and  seemed  to  be  advising  and  counseling  with  him  during  the  progress 
of  the  trial.  After  I  had  been  there  a  snort  time,  the  best  of  my  recollection  is,  that 
Messrs.  Moore  and  Tyler  and  William  Sturgis  left  the  court-room,  Mr.  Sturgis  going 
out  of  the  court-house.  I  remember  that  rather  distinctly,  because  1  was  silting  and 
leaning  np  against  the  wall  of  the  court-room,  and  had  my  foot  up  against  the  end  of 
the  bench  ;  and  as  it  was  in  his  course  going  down  the  aisle,  I  Inoved  my  foot  out  of 
the  way  as  he  went  by ;  I  remember  that.  Ho  went  in  that  direction,  and  Messrs 
Moore  and  Tyler  went  out  of  the  door  that  leads  into  the  hall  between  the  court- 
room and  the  offices,  and  also  into  the  sherifiPs  ofiice.  I  do  not  know  whether  they 
merely  went  into  that  hall  or  into  one  of  the  rooms ;  I  did  not  notice  that  particularly, 
though  I  noticed  that  the  trial  was  suspended  for  a  short  time.  They  came  back,  and 
Tyler  changed  his  seat  and  sat  down  by  the  magistrate.  I  have  here  a  diagram  of  the 
court-room,  and  the  position  of  the  parties  at  the  time  of  the  trial ;  and  if  the  com- 
mittee will  allow  me  to  use  it,  of  course  they  can  have  the  benetit  of  it.  I  am  not  a 
very  good  hand  at  drawing  din|ri-tims,  but  I  made  this  so  as  to  eidighten  the  committee 
as  far  as  possible  as  to  the  positions  of  the  parties. 

Question.  You  testify  that  you  made  this  diagram,  and  that  it  is  correct  f 

Answer.  Y'es,  sir. 

Question.  Then  let  it  be  incorporated  in  your  testimony.     [See  next  page.] 

Answer.  1  am  willing  to  do  so.  The  main  entrance  to  the  court-room  is  in  the  south 
end  of  the  building.  My  first  position  when  I  came  into  the  court-room  was  a  little 
south  of  the  door  leading  to  the  sherifi^s  room,  and  near  the  east  wall  of  the  court- 
room. Tyler  was  a  few  feet  from  me  in  front.  As  I  have  said,  a  short  time  after  I 
went  into  the  court-room,  Mr.  Sturgis  went  out  of  the  court-house,  going  up  the  aislo 
past  me,  and  Tyler  and  Moore  went  out  of  the  door  near  me,  either  into  the  liaU 
adjoining  the  court-room,  or  into  one  of  the  offices  opening  from  that  hall.  To  the  best 
of  my  recollection,  they  were  gone  four  or  five  minntes.  When  they  returned  Tyler 
took  his  position  to  the  left  of  the  magistrate,  with  his  face  turned  obliquely  toward 
me,  and  so  that  I  could  see  the  front  of  his  person.  The  magistrate  was  facing  to  the 
south,  facing  toward  the  main  entrance  of  the  court-room,  and  with  his  chair  up 
against  the  railing  of  the  bar.  I  afterward  changed  my  seat,  and  took  a  position  near 
where  Tyler  was  sitting  when  I  first  entered  the  court-room.    After  Tyler  returned|  a 
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xvitnees  was  introduced  on  the  ptart  of  the  State ;  think  his  name  was  James  A.  Brantley. 
His  testimony  was  in  substance  this:  That  daring  the  meeting  of  the  white  citizens, 

Plan  of  eourt-roam  floor  at  Meridian, 
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court  room. 
D— Seat  of  M.  H.  Wliitaker  after  Tyler's  return. 
E— Seat  of  Ma>pstrato  Bramletto. 
F— Seat  of  city  marsltal. 
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I — Seat  of  Dennis.  aUai  Clopton. 
K— -Position  of  Tyler  when  first  shot  was  fired. 
L — (Jolnrofl  people  standing. 
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ton  was  thrown. 


or  when  they  were  assembling,  I  do  not  remember  which,  he  was  walking  down  the 
street  and  passed  or  met  Tyler,  and  he  askeil  him  what  was  going  on  up-stairs,  or 
something  of  that  sort,  and  Tyler  remarked  that  the  democrats  were  getting  scared, 
and  were  going  to  hold  a  peace  meeting;  that  he,  Brantley,  replied  that  it  was  a 
damned  lie ;  that  they  were  not  scared,  or  Homethiug  uf  that  sort.  That  was  his  testi- 
mony as  I  i*emember  it.  I  cannot  remember  the  exact  language,  hut  that  was  the 
substance  of  it.  I  think  the  counsel  for  the  prosecution  asked  Tvler  and  the  other 
defendants  if  they  wanted  to  ask  Brantley  any  questions.    Perhaps  Brantley  had 
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turned  around  and  was  walking  back  toward  his  seat  to  sit  down,  or  was  in  the  act 
of  Hitting  down,  and  defendant,  Tyler,  told  him  to  take  the  witness-stand  again. 

The  Chairman,  (Mr.  Poland.)  It  seems  to  me  that  as  we  are  not  trying  any  of 
these  parties,  but  merely  endeaToring  to  ascertain  generally  the  cause  or  causes  of  the 
riot  that  took  place,  there  is  not  much  benefit  to  iS  derived  from  exact  measurements 
of  feet  and  inches. 

Mr.  Blair.  This  testimony  is  very  important,  as  showing  how  the  riot  commenced. 

The  Chairman,  (Mr.  Poland.)  Of  course  anything  showing  the  general  occasion  of 
the  riot  is  important. 

Mr.  Blair.  That  is  what  we  want  to  know. 

The  Chairman,  (Mr.  Poland.)  My  suggestion  was  that  w©  are  not  trying  any  of 
the  parties  for  the  riot. 

Mr.  Blair.  I  think  we  are  trying  all  of  them. 

Mr.  Van  Trump.  We  are  trying  the  whole  State  of  Mississippi. 

Mr.  Stevenson.  I  hope  she  is  not  responsible  for  it. 

By  the  Chairman,  (Mr.  Poland  :) 

Question,  Well,  go  on  with  your  narration. 

Anncer.  The  witness,  Brantley,  had  been  standing  rather  between  the  two  tables  in 
front  of  the  magistrate,  at  the  eud  of  them,  and  the  city  marshal  was  sitting  between 
the  two  tables.  When  Brantley  came  back  and  detailed  his  testimony,  Tyler  remarked 
to  him,  "  1  will  introduce  two  [or  three  J  witnesses  to  impeach  your  testimony,  sir.*' 

By  Mr.  Stevenson  : 

Qnestion,  Did  he  make  that  remark  to  Brantley  or  to  the  Justice  f 

Ansteer,  To  Brantley,  and  in  my  opinion  it  was  done  in  rather  a  defiant  and  insulting 
manner.  Brantley  asked  him  what  he  said.  Tyler  was  sitting  in  his  chair  when 
he  first  made  this  remark,  and  he  rose  from  his  seat  and  repeat^  what  he  had  said ; 
at  the  same  time  moving  toward  the  door  that  leads  into  the  sherifi'^s  ofiice,  which 
was  on  the  left  of  the  magistrate.  While  he  was  moving  in  that  direction,  I  saw  him 
caiTy  his  hand  to  his  pistol. 

Question.  To  his  pistol  or  to  his  pocket  f 

Anstrer.  To  his  pistol.  I  saw  a  belt  around  his  person  when  he  returned  to  the  court- 
room and  changea  his  seat. 

Question.  Did  you  see  any  pistol  on  him  f 

Anmcer.  I  think  I  did ;  I  saw  none  before  he  went  out,  because  his  back  was  toward 
me,  and  I  could  not  have  seen  it  if  he  hail  hud  one  then. 

Question.  You  mean  that  he  carried  his  hand  to  where  you  supposed  his  pistol  was  f 

Answer.  I  saw  his  pistol  before  he  got  up  from  his  seat;  I  was  looking  at  it,  and 
thought  it  strange  that  a  man  on  trial  should  be  there  with  a  pistol. 

Question.  What  sort  of  a  pistol  was  it  f 

Answer.  It  looked  like  a  uavv  pistol ;  I  did  not  see  the  muzzle  of  it,  for  it  was  in  its 
sheath,  but  I  8aw  the  breech  of  it.  I  will  state  here,  just  in  that  connection,  that  aa 
Tyler  repeated  bis  statement  when  he  rose  from  his  seat,  Brantley  gathered  up  a  walk- 
ing cane,  a  hickory  stick,  I  think,  that  was  lying  on  the  table  immediately  in  front  of 
the  magistrate,  and  made  two  or  three  steps,  perhaps  three  or  four  steps— I  do  not 
know  exactly  how  far 

By  the  Chaikman,  (Mr.  Poland  :) 

Question.  Advancing  toward  Tyler  f 

Answer.  Not  ex;ictly  in  the  direction  of  Tyler,  but  in  the  direction  he  would  have  to 
go  in  order  to  pass  by  tne  tables.  It  was  evidently  his  object  to  reach  Tyler.  He 
made  three  steps  rather  quickly  toward  Tyler  with  his  stick.  The  city  marshal,  Wil- 
liam S.  Pattou,  who  wsM  sitting  near  the  other  end  of  the  table,  caught  bold  of  Mr. 
Brantley  after  he  hml  taken  about  three  steps.  A  very  short  moment,  a  very  short  time 
after  the  citv  marshal  arrested  the  course  oi  Brantley,  a  pUtol  was  fired ;  who  fired  it 
I  cannot  tell. 

By  Mr.  Stevenson: 

Question.  Was  it  instantly  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  almost  instantly.    When  Patton,  the  marshal,  caught  hold  of  Brant- 
ley and  told  him  to  stop,  I  threw  my  eye  around  toward  the  marshal  and  Brantley, 
taking  iiiy  eye  oft*  Tyler  for  a  moment ;  and  while  I  was  looking  at  them,  a  pistol  was 
fired  Irom  the  direction  of  the  door. 
By  Mr.  Van  Trump  : 

Question.  Did  you  look  around  and  see  the  smoke  f 

Answer.  I  looked  around  instantly  and  saw  the  smoke  of  the  pistol ;  I  did  not  see 
the  pistol  fired,  but  I  saw  the  smoke  right  by  the  door. 

By  Mr.  Stevenson  : 
Question.  Do  you  mean  that  Tyler  had  reached  the  door  when  the  first  shot  was  fired  t 
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Answer.  He  was  Btanding  right  in  the  doorway  when  I  looked  around  and  saw  the 
smoke  of  the  pistol,  and  was  in  the  act  of  taming  toward  the  sheriff's  office. 

By  Mr.  Van  Trump  : 
Question,  The  smoke  was  hetween  you  and  Tyler  f 
Anstta;  Yes,  sir. 
Question,  Nearer  to  Tyler? 
Ansicer,  Right  ut  him,  as  I  thought. 

By  Mr.  Stevenson  : 
Question.  Were  there  any  persons  hetween  you  and  him  f 
Answer.  None  at  all. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question,  Did  he  have  his  pistol  in  his  hand  when  you  saw  him  at  the  doort 

Answer,  I  do  not  remember  whether  he  liad  a  pistol  in  his  hand  or  not ;  he  was  in 
the  act  of  turuiug,  with  his  face  in  the  direction  of  the  sheriff's  office. 

Question,  His  position  was  such  that  he  might  have  had  a  pistol  in  his  hand  without 
your  seeing  it  t 

Atiswer,  Yes,  sir. 

By  the  Chairman,  (Mr.  Poland  :) 

Question,  Go  right  on  with  your  account  of  what  took  place 

Answer.  After  the  first  pistol  was  tired,  almost  instantly  there  was  an  indiscriminate 
and  promiHCuous  firing  in  the  court-room.  I  sup^wse  that  the  number  of  persons  there 
would  range  from  one  hundred  and  fifty  to  two  hundred,  perhaps  about  an  equal  num- 
ber of  whites  and  of  blacks.  There  were  a  great  many  blacks  who  were  standing  in 
the  south  end  of  the  court-room,  next  to  the  wall,  back  of  the  west  row  of  seats,  and  a 
great  uinny  were  sitting  on  the  seats  on  the  west  side  of  the  couit-room.  The  other  side, 
the  seats  on  the  east  side  of  the  court-room,  was  occupied  by  the  whites,  and  a  few 
benchcH  on  the  west  side,  in  front,  were  also  occupied  by  whites. 

By  Mr.  Van  Trump: 

Question.  At  what  particular  moment  did  you  observe  that  Judge  Bramlette  was 
killed  f 

Answer.  As  fioou  as  this  first  shot  was  fired  and  the  promiscuous  firing  commenced,  it 
alarmed  me  very  much,  and  I  moved  from  the  place  where  I  was  when  Brantley  gath- 
ered up  the  stick,  and  went  back  to  the  eastern  aisle  of  the  court-room,  and  walked,  I 
suppose,  some  eight  or  ten  steps  toward  the  main  entrance  of  the  court-room. 

By  Mr.  Stevenson  : 

Question.  Over  on  the  white  side,  as  you  call  it  t 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  I  was  nearer  to  that  aisle  than  to  any  other,  and  I  walked  back 
there  becanise  that  aisle  leads  directly  to  the  main  entrance  of  the  court-room.  When 
I  bad  gone  that  fur  I  heard  William  ^.  Patton,  the  marshal,  halloo  out  that  a  good  man 
had  been  killed,  and  begging  them  to  quit  firing.  I  immediately  turned  around  and 
walked  back  to  the  table  to  see  who  had  been  kille<l.  When  I  reached  there  I  saw 
Judge  Bramlette  lying  dead.    It  seems  he  had  been  killed  instantly. 

By  Mr.  Van  Trump: 

Question.  Where  was  he  hit  ? 

ArtswfT.  In  the  left  side  of  his  head. 

Question.  While  sitting  there  as  presiding  magistrate  in  what  direction  was  the  left 
side  of  his  head  ? 

Answer.  To  the  east. 

Questiott.  Toward  the  door  where  this  Tyler  was  T 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  Having  become  still  more  alarmed  than  I  was  before,  I  turned 
around  and  walked  back  m  the  direction  I  first  started,  making  toward  the  main 
entrance  of  the  court-room  ;  and  as  I  passed  the  door  at  which  I  la«t  saw  defendant, 
Tyler — the  door  that  leads  to  the  sheriffs  office — I  turned  my  head  and  looked  through 
Ihere  and  saw  a  colored  man,  who  I  afterward  learned  was  named  Ford,  lying  upon 
the  floor ;  he  seemed  to  have  been  shot. 

By  Mr.  Stevenson  : 

Question.  On  the  floor  in  the  sheriff's  office  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  just  inside  the  door.  By  the  time  I  did  all  this  the  firing  had  about 
ceased.  I  suppose  there  were  about  twenty  or  thirty  shots  fired  in  the  court-room: 
that  is,  as  well  as  I  can  approximate  to  anything  of  that  sort  in  the  excitement  and 
fright  of  such  an  occasion. 

Question.  You  were  more  concerned  to  get  out  of  there  than  to  count  the  shots  ? 

Answer.  I  wanted  very  much,  indeed,  to  get  out,  but  I  could  not  do  so,  because  the 
way  was  blocked.    About  the  time  I  did  all  this  and  had  walked  a  few  paces  the  firing 
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ceased.    I  looked  toward  the  main  entrance  and  saw  the  colored  people  ranning  dowi 
the  stairs. 

By  the  Chairman,  (Mr.  Poland:) 
Question,  The  court-room  is  in  the  second  story  of  the  building  f 
Anncer,  Yes,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Stevenson  : 

Question,  The  whites  were  nearest  the  door  when  the  firing  began  T 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  except  those  standing  up  against  the  wtul. 

Question.  Where  did  the  firing  seem  to  come  m)m,  what  you  saw  and  heard  of  it  f 

Ansicer.  It  seemed  to  be  promiscuous :  all  over  the  whole  court-room,  it  seemed  to  me. 

Question,  In  what  direction  did  the  snots  seem  to  be  aimed  ? 

The  Chairman.  (Mr.  Poland.)    I  seems  to  me  it  would  be  better  to  let  the  witness) 
get  through  with  his  account. 

Mr.  Stevenson.    Very  well. 

The  Witness.  While  these  colored  people  were  going  down  the  stairs — I  do  not 
think  they  had  all  got  down ;  at  least  I  had  not  been  able  to  get  out  because  of  the 
crowd — quite  a  crowd  came  running  by  me  and  said  that  defendant  Tyler  had  made 
hin  escape; that  he  had  Jumped  off  the  veranda  onto  the  sidewalk;  and  the  crowd 
mu  on  ahead  of  me;  I  was  about  the  lust  man,  or  among  the  last,  that  got  down  out  ot 
the  court-house ;  because  after  they  passed  me  I  stoppe<l  a  moment ;  I  think  I  perhaps 
bad  a  little  conversation,  a  wonl  or  two,  with  the  city  marshal,  in  reference  to  Judge 
Bramlette,  who  had  been  killed.  I  then  went  ou  down  t  he  stairs  aud  out  on  the  sidewalk 
There  were  a  great  many  persons  running  in  a  direction  rather  northwest  from  th€ 
court-house,  asking  where  Tyler  was,  stating  that  ho  had  killed  Judge  Bramlette.  Thej 
went  over  to  the  block  immediately  across  the  street  from  the  court-house,  I-  think 
to  the  farthest  side  of  the  block  next  to  the  street.  lu  a  very  short  time  I  heard  firiug, 
and  I  went  over  close  to  the  spot  with  the  deputy  sheriif.  You  will  discover,  from  the 
testimony  in  that  iuvestigatiou,  that  I  was  there  with  him  endeavoring  to  keep  down 
the  excitement  as  much  as  possible.  I  then  went  back  toward  the  court-house,  and 
there  I  learned  that  Tyler  had  been  killetl,  which  I  supposed  was  the  fact  when  I  heard 
the  guns  firing,  though  I  did  not  know  where  Tyler  had  gone.  Yet  this  crowd  was  ou 
ahead  of  me,  aud  I  supposed  they  knew  where  he  had  gone  and  were  following  him.  I. 
did  not  go  very  near  th^  house;  I  did  not  see  Tyler  tlieu,  nor  did  I  see  him  afterward. 
Then,  as  chairman  of  this  committee  of  safety,  I  advised  with  the  deputy  sheriff  as  tt/ 
what  was  best  to  be  done  to  keep  down  the  excitement  among  the  people.  Several  had 
been  shot ;  I  did  not  know  how  many ;  1  did  not  know  to  what  extent  persons  had  been 
killed,  except  that  Judge  Bramlette  hud  been  killed,  and  I  had  seen  this  colored  mau 
lying  in  the  8herifl''s  office  ;  I  did  not  know  who  he  was  at  the  time.  The  deputy  sherifl 
said  he  wanted  additional  force,  that  is,  special  police ;  and  he  wanted  me,  iis  chair- 
man of  the  committee  of  safety,  to  give  him  such  men  as  he  wanted; I  told  him  that 
whoever  he  wanted  they  were  there,  and  I  felt  authorized  to  speak  for  the  citizens  and 
say  that  if  he  called  upon  any  mau  to  serve  as  a  special  policeman,  or  as  a  deputy 
sheriff,  to  keepdown  the  excitement  and  restore  quiet,  he  would  very  cheerfully  serve 
him  in  that  capacity.  We  then  went  on  up  the  street  in  the  direction  of,  but  to  the 
east  of,  where  Tyler  had  been  killed,  aud  there  wo  saw  a  large  crowd.  The  deputy 
sheriff  and  myself  got  some  men  into  a  solid  body  ;  they  were  scattered  about  before, 
and  we  took  them  down  toward  the  court-house.  The  report  to  me  was,  and  it  was 
the  general  information,  that  when  this  commenced  and  the  colored  people  ran  down, 
they  were  going  immediately  to  the  church  where  they  held  their  Loyal  League  meet- 
ings, and  where  I  was  informed  they  ke^t  their  arms.  That  is  only  information ;  I  did 
not  know  as  to  the  facts ;  but  the  opinion  was  that  they  were  going  there  to  arm 
themselves  and  come  back.  Hence  it  was  that  the  deputy  sheriff  aud  myself  had  this 
consultaition,  to  restore  peace  as  far  as  possible,  and  to  i)rotect  the  town  against  the 
assaults  of  those  armed  bodies  if  they  should  return.  When  we  got  down  th«re  he  took 
this  little  squad  or  body  of  men  that  we  had  got  into  an  organized  shape,  and  marched 
them  down  to  the  court-housC;  and  then  divided  them  off  into  little  squads  to  patrol 
the  town,  with  orders  to  take  arms' from  both  whites  and  blacks  wherever  they  found 
them,  except  those  who  were  authorized  by  the  slieriff  to  uct  as  special  deputies  for 
him.  Whether  that  was  done  or  not  I  do  not  know ;  I  left  very  shortly  afteirthat  and 
went  out  home.  However,  1  am  getting  ou  a  little  too  fast.  When  we  went  back  to  the 
court-house  with  this  squad  of  men  to  be  divided  off'  into  little  squads,  I  threw  my  eye 
up  to  the  veranda  of  the  court-house,  that  is,  the  veranda  that  overhung  the  sidewalk 
from  the  sheritrs  office;  and  when  I  did  so  1  saw  a  man  just  in  the  act  of  falling,  leav- 
ing the  edge  of  the  veranda,  aud  I  heard  him  fall  on  the  sidewalk. 

By  the  Chairman,  (Mr.  Poland  :) 
Question,  The  veranda  is  in  the  seccJud  story  T 
Anmcer,  Yes,  sir ;  and  overhung  the  sidewalk  of  Johnson  avenue,  as  it  is  called.    I 
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: afterward  ascertained  that  it  was  Billy  Dennis,  alias  Clopton ;  he  goes  Bometimee  by 
one  name  and  Bometimes  by  the  other. 

By  Mr.  Blaib  : 

Question,  Was  he  deadf 

Answer,  I  did  not  f^  right  np  to  him  to  see;  I  conid  not  do  it;  in  fact  I  did  not  see 
him  afterward,  certainly  not  to  identify  him;  I  saw  the  physician  who  was  called  to 
examine  him  and  take  charge  of  him  as  a  physician,  and  I  asked  him  who  it  was  and 
if  he  was  serionsly  hurt,  or  wonid  die  from  his^wounds  if  he  had  received  any ;  and  I 
remarked  at  the  time  that  I  thonght  that  fall  was  enough  to  kill  any  man  without  any- 
thing else.  He  told  me  that  he  thought  perhaps  the  wounds  were  very  dangerous,  the 
gun-shot  or  pistol*shot  wounds ;  that  is  my  recollection  of  the  information  I  got  from 
the  physician  who  examined  his  wounds. 

By  Mr.  Pood: 
Question,  -Did  you  see  any  persons  throwing  him  from  the  veranda f 
Answer .  I  saw  persons  standing  upon  the  veranda,  but  upon  my  word  and  honor  I 

cannot  tell  who  they  were;  I  saw  the  man  just  about  the  time  he  was  leaving  the  edge 

of  the  veranda,  and  I  was  so  shocked  and  horrified  at  the  idea  of  throwing  a  man 

over  in  that  way  that  it  just  unhinged  me. 

Question,  Without  regard  to  who  the  parties  were ;  were  they  throwing  him  over  f 
.^ft9tr€r.  I  think  they  threw  him  over,  or  he  was  rolled  over.    Perhaps  if  they  had 

thrown  him  they  might  have  thrown  him  over  the  banisters. 

By  the  CHAraMAX,  (Mr.  Poland:) 

Question.  Was  there  a  railing  to  this  veranda  f 

Attstcer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Did  he  go  over  the  railing  f 

Anstver,  He  went  under  it,  I  think,  from  the  fact  that  he  was  Just  leaving  the  door 
as  I  threw  my  eye  up  that  way. 
'  Question.  Could  a  man  be  thrust  through  under  the  railing  ? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir,  I  think  so ;  I  do  not  think  there  was  any  upright  post  in  the  center 
of  the  railing,  only  at  the  comers;  he  might  have  been  thrown  over,  but  the  impren- 
Kion  imade  upon  me  at  the  time  was  that  he  was  rolled  umler,  and  not  thmst  over ;  it 
would  amount  to  the  same  thing.  • 

Question,  You  thought  from  the  position  you  saw  him  in,  that  he  rolled  off,  not  of 
his  own  will,  but  because  of  what  was  done  by  somebody  else  ? 

Answer.  Yes;  sir;  that  was  exactly  my  opinion,  and  it  is  yet,  that  he  was  rolled  over, 
not  by  any  exertion  of  his  own,  but  by  force  of  some  others. 

Question,  Go  on  with  your  narration  of  what  else  occurred  that  day. 

Answer.  Tliere  is  a  kind  of  inteiTegnum  ;  I  will  have  to  stat>e  now  only  what  I  was 
informed.  A  very  short  time  after  the  falling  of  Clopton,  alias  Dennis,  from  tbt? 
veranda  to  the  sidewalk,  I  left  the  town  and  went  out  home:  it  was  about  sundown, 
I  suppose.  My  home  is  about  a  mile  and  a  half  from  town.  The  next  morning,  when 
I  came  into  town,  I  learned  that  Mr.  Aaron  Moore's  residence  had  1>een  burned  during 
the  night  of  that  Monday,  and  also  the  colored  Baptist  church  of  that  place.  Then% 
was  a  meeting  of  the  citizens  called,  and  resolutions  were  adopted  by  that  meeting 
condemning,  in  the  severest  terms,  the  burning  of  those  buildings.  And  a  committer* 
was  apiK>inted,  as  I  remember,  to  investigate  the  origin  of  the  tires,  and  if  any  testi- 
mony could  be  obtained  by  which  they  could  arrive  at  a  clew  to  the  parties  who  were 
engaged  in  bnming  those  buildings,  such  steps  were  to  be  taken  as  were  necessary  to 
bring  them  to  trial.  I  think  the  conimittt^o  reported,  ]ierhaps  a  day  or  two  after  that, 
that  they  could  not  ascertain  how  the  tires  originated  ;  bat  I  think  they  re[>orted  that 
the  tiring  of  the  church  was  evidently  the  work  of  an  incendiary. 

Questi&n.  Let  me  ask  you  right  tliero  a  question :  How  near  was  Moore's  house  to  the 
church  that  was  burned  ? 

Answer.  I  really  cannot  tell  you ;  I  do  not  know  where  that  church  was ;  it  was  tip 
on  the  hill,  and  I  hsive  never  been  there  or  near  there. 

Question.  Wliat  I  want  to  ascertain  is  this:  W^hether  the  fire  from  one  bnilding  eonld 
communicate  to  the  other. 

Answer.  No,  sir;  it  could  not  have  done  that. 

Question.  They  were  not  near  enough  to  each  other  for  that  f 

Anstver.  No,  sir. 

QuestiotL  There  must  have  been,  then,  two  separate  tires  f 

Anower  Yes,  sir.  I  will  give  the  committee  a  theory  in  regard  to  this  matter: 
whether  the  theory  is  correct  or  not  is  another  thing.  The  theor)'  there  in  regard  to 
the  bnming  of  the  church,  and  also  the  burning  of  Moore's  honse,  is  that  some  parties 
went  up  there  and  burned  the  church,  believing^  when  they  did  so,  that  it  was  Aarou 
Moore's  church,  where  the  Loyal  League  met,  and  where  they  were  said  to  keep  their 
fire-arms.  It  is  my  opinion  that  no  citizens  of  Meridian  burned  those  buildings,  be- 
eaasei  if  they  had  intended  to  bum  the  church  at  all^  they  would  have  bomed  Mr 
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Moore's  church ;  and  all  the  people  who  live  there  know  the  Baptist  charch  from  the 
Methodist.    That  is  the  theory  upon  which  I  go  that  it  was  done  by  some  stranger. 

Question.  By  somebody  who  does  not  live  in  your  town  f 

An9wer.  Yes,  eir;  that  is  my  judgment. 

QM€ttUm.  Right  in  that  connection,  have  yon  such  information  as  induces  you  to 
believe  that  there  were  persons  brought  there  that  night  in  any  numbers  from  auroad  f 

Answer,  I  would  state  this :  I  was  out  home,  a  mile  and  a  half  from  town,  that 
night ;  but  I  have  been  informed  that  persons  came  there  during  the  first  part  of  the 
night,  that  there  were  stran^rs  seen  in  town,  and  those  strangers  were  not  seen  there 
the  next  day.  The  supposition  is  that  they  came  in  durine  the  night  and  left  during 
the  night ;  the  consequence  was  that  I  did  not  see  any  of  those  strangers. 

By  Mr.  Pool: 

Question,  From  where  were  they  said  to  have  come  f 

Answer,  I  think  it  was  the  general  supposition  that  they  came  from  Alabama.  A 
train  comes  in  from  Alabama  during  the  night,  and  one  leaves  for  Alabama  early  in 
the  morning. 

By  the  Chaiiim an,  (Mr.  Poland  :) 

Question,  Was  it  supposed  that  they  were  the  same  persons  or  a  portion  of  the  same 
persons  who  were  over  there  at  the  time  of  the  trial  of  Price,  a  month  before  f 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  I  have  never  heard  that.  I  have  heard  this :  that  there  mij^ht  have 
been  a  man,  (I  really  do  not  know  his  civen  name,  but  I  think  tbey  called  him  Rey- 
nolds;) this  man  Reynolds  was  arrested  there  in  Meridian,  by  the  wliite  persons,  after 
all  these  disturbances  and  these  fires  had  occurred. 

Question,  Arrested  for  what? 

Answer,  I  think  it  was  supposed  that  he  set  fire  to  these  buildings. 

Question,  He  was  arrested  for  that  t 

Answer,  For  that ;  but  they  could  not  substantiate  the  charge,  the  testimony  was 
not  sufficient ;  the  only  testimony  that  was  against  him  was  that  he  went  into  a  drug- 
store duringthe  night,  and  wanted  to  buy  some  oil. 

Question,  During  that  same  night  f 

Answer,  Tes,  sir. 

Question,  Did  Reynolds  live  in  the  town,  or  was  he  an  Alabama  man  f 

Answer,  No,  sir.  He  'seems  to  have  been  a  bird  of  passaee ;  sometimes  he  claims 
Livingston  as  his  home,  and,  at  other  times,  he  claims  some  other  place  as  his  home.  I 
heard  a  gentleman  from  Livingston  talking  about  him  the  other  day,  and  I  was  talking 
to  him 

By  Mr.  Pool: 
Question,  Where  is  Livingston  f 
Answer.  In  Sumter  County,  Alabama. 

By  the  Chairman,  (Mr.  Polan!^:) 
Question,  Was  Reynolds  one  of  the  persons  over  there  at  the  time  of  the  Price  trial  f 

Anstcer,  If  he  was,  I  do  not  remember  meeting  him ;  I  do  not  know  him .    I  was  . 

soing  to  say  I  did  not  know  him  when  I  saw  him,  but  I  believe  I  do.  I  have  seen 
Dim  perhaps  twice,  and  I  would  perhaps  recos^nize  him  now  if  I  were  to  see  him. 
There  were  other  parties,  and  I  am  reminded  of  it,  perhaps,  by  the  connection. 
Some  time  during  the  night  there  were  three  colored  men  taken  from  some  office  in  the 
conrt-house,  I  think,  perhaps,  the  office  of  the  circuit  clerk,  where  they  were  in  the 
castody  of  some  men.  I  think  the  testimony  shows  that  there  were  four  men  at  one 
time,  and  two  at  another  time,  who  had  charge  of  them  ;  I  do  not  remember  exactly 
what  the  testimony  was  in  that  regard.  At  any  rate,  it  seems  that  tbey  were  taken 
from  the  custody  of  the  persons  who  were  guarding  them,  and  were  murdered.  In  the 
investigation,  made  before  the  circuit  judge,  the  marshal  testified  that  on  Tuesday 
morning,  some  time  before  day,  some  person,  then  unknown  to  him— but  it  seems 
he  had  his  suspicions  as  t«  who  he  was;  I  do  not  know  upon  what  they  were  founded 
or  based—some  one  came  to  him,  and  asked  him,  ''Are  you  Geueral  Patton,  the 
city  marshal  f  Patton  replied,  ''  I  am.''  This  unknown  man,  with  his  hat,  as  the 
marshal  said,  puUed  rather  over  his  eyes,  said  to  the  marshal :  *'I  know  you,  but  you 
don't  know  me ;  I  know  you  as  the  city  marshal ;  I  am  a  Geor^an,  but  I  now  live  in 
Alabama;  I  am  going  to  leave  in  a  very  short  time,  but  if  you  will  go  to"— de- 
signating a  certain  spot  on  the  Mobile  and  Ohio  Railroad— "  you  will  there  find 
three  dead  colored  men."    The  marshal  accordingly  went  there,  and  found  them. 

By  Mr.  Stevenson: 
Question.  Was  that  on  Tuesday  morning  f 
Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

By  the  Chairman,  (Mr.  Poland:) 
QuesHon,  Those  were  the  three  colored  men  in  charge  of  the  keepers  in  the  ooort- 
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Ansfcer.  Yes,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Coburn: 
QuesiUm,  How  many  guards  were  aronnd  these  colored  men  ? 

Ansiper,  1  do  not  remember  whether  there  were  two  or  four,  as  I  remarked  a  moment 
ago. 

By  the  Chairman,  (Mr.  Poland:) 
Quegtion.  Does  that  complete  yonr  account  of  the  disturbance  f 
Annoer,  I  think  so ;  so  far  as  the  important  facts  are  concerned  touching  the  riot. 

By  Mr.  Blaib  : 

Question,  Yon  say  that  when  the  first  pistol  was  fired  in  the  court-room  you  tnmed 
and  looked  in  the  direction  from  which  the  fire  came,  as  indicated  by  the  sound,  and 
saw  Tyler  standing  in  the  door-way  t 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  And  that  you  saw  the  smoke  coming  from  that  door  ? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  The  door  leading  in  the  direction  of  the  sheriff's  office? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Was  there  any  one  else  in  that  direction  that  yon  saw  f 

Answer,  None  to  obstruct  my  view ;  there  were  some  white  men  sitting  betwc<*n 
where  defendant,  Tyler,  was  and  the  main  entrance,  about  the  time  the  first  shot  w:id 
fired.' 

Question,  Could  that  shot  have  come  from  them  f 
•  Answer,  Well,  it  is  possible  that  it  could  have  come  from  them,  but  not  at  all  prob- 
able,  because  when  I  looked  around,  and  I  looked  almost  simultaneously  with  the  firing 
of  the  pistol,  not  simultaneously  of  course,  but  as  soon  after  as  I  could,  I  saw  the  smoke 
right  in  the  door-way. 

Question.  Thei-e  was  no  smoke  where  those  white  persons  were  f 

Answer,  There  were  no  persons  near  enough  to  have  left  a  smoke  in  the  door-way, 
from  the  firing  of  a  pistol,  that  I  could  see. 

Question,  What  was  your  conviction  in  regard  to  the  person  who  fired  that  first  shot, 
from  what  you  saw  at  the  time  f 

Answer.  Well,  sir,  the  irresistible  conviction  on  my  mind  was  th^t  the  first  shot  was 
fired  by  defendant,  Tyler,  that  is,  from  the  circumstances  I  have  just  related,  and  the 
smoke  of  the  pistol  immediately  after  I  heard  the  first  shot. 

By  the  Chairman,  (Mr.  Poland  :) 

Question,  Now,  to  go  a  little  back,  I  want  to  ask  you  a  few  general  questions.  The 
colored  people  held  a  meeting  on  the  Saturday  night  before  the  riot.  What  was  the 
difficulty  ':vith  the  colored  people;  what  was  it  that  they  were  complaining  off 

Answer,  It  was  Saturday  afternoon  they  held  their  meeting,  not  Saturday  ni^ht. 

Question.  Well,  I  am  referring  to  the  meeting  before  the  fire  in  Sturgis's  building. 

Answtr.  Well,  sir,  the  testimony  went  to  show  that  while  their  speeches  were  incen- 
diary and  inflammatory 

Question.  I  am  not  asking  about  the  speeches,  but  what  were  they  complaining  off 

Answer.  lu  those  speeches  they  said  that  Ku-Klux  had  been  coming  over  from  Ala- 
bama, and  the  officers  of  the  law  would  not  protect  them ;  so  they  would  protect  them- 
selves— take  the  laws  into  their  own  hands ;  that  is  the  testimony  of  some  of  the 
witnesses  before  the  investigating  committee. 

Question.  What  did  you  understand  was  referred  to  by  *'  Ku-Klux  coming  over  from 
Alabama  f  what  particular  transaction  f 

Answer.  That  had  reference  to  these  parties  who  came  over  with  Adam  Kennard, 
the  party  prosecuting  Mr.  Price,  and  the  two  colored  witnesses. 

Question.  Did  it  refer  to  the  Alabama  men  taking  ofi"  some  colored  people  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  And  they  claimed  in  that  meeting  that  if  the  authorities  and  officers  of  the 
law  would  not  protect  them  against  such  things  they  must  protect  themselves  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir;  that  was  it;  that  was  in  connection  with  these  inflammatory 
speeches,  using  incendiary  language,  which  was  detailed  by  the  witnesses  on  that 
occasion. 

Question.  Did  you  understand  that  they  complained  of  anything  else,  except  a  lack 
of  protection  by  the  authorities  against  these  Ku-Klux  f 

Answef.  Yes,  sir;  my  understanding  was  that  they  complained  against  all  the  white 
people.  ^ 

Question.  What  was  the  complaint  f 

Answer.  1  really  do  not  know  what  the  particular  charges  or  complaints  were;  uuly 
that  there  seemed  to  be  a  bad  feeling;  they  seemed  to  have  a  hatred  toward  the  white 
people. 
S^  Question,-  For  what  f 
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Aitstcer,  I  do  not  know,  unless  they  had  been  taught  bv  Mr.  Price  to  haie  them. 
Question,  What  did  they  complain  that  the  white  people  had  done  or  omitted  to  do  f 
Jnswa\  They  did  not,  as  I  know  of,  say  that  the  white  people  generally  had  omitted 
to  do  anything,  but  pernaps  they  said  that  these  men  who  came  over  there  and  took 
these  colored  people  away  from  Meridian  ought  to  have  been  arrested. 

Question,  I  want  to  ascertain,  so  far  as  you  know  from  any  information  which  you 
have,  what  it  was  that  the  colored  people  were  dissatisfied  about. 

Answer,  I  think  the  dissatisfaction  was  from  the  fact  that  these  men  came  over  there 
from  Alabama  and  took  the  colored  men  away  from  Mississippi. 
Question.  You  think  that  was  the  substance  of  it  t 

Anatcer.  Tes,  sir :  and  they  seemed  to  think  that  the  officers,  perhaps,  did  not  dis- 
charge their  duty  by  arresting  those  parties.  I  woul^  say  here  that  the  white  people 
condemned  them. 
Question,  Wore  any  measures  taken  to  redress  in  any  way  that  wrong  f 
Answer,  No,  sir ;  they  could  not  well  take  these  matters  into  their  own  hands  when 
the  officers  were  there  and  did  not  take  any  steps  to  do  it.  Mayor  Sturgis  was  there, 
the  sheriff  wajs  there,  and  all  the  county  officers  were  there. 

Question,  You  have  spoken  about  this  Mayor  Sturgis  and  Mr.  Price  having  exercised 
a  bad  influence  ux>on  the  colored  people,  and  incited  them  to  do  things  that  were  wrong. 
Now.  so  far  as  you  know,  or  so  far  as  you  have  any  credible  information,  what  wrong 
thing,  or  wrong  course,  did  either  of  those  men  advise  the  colored  people  to  do  or  to 
take  f 

Anftwer,  I  do  not  know  as  to  any  particnlar  advice  that  they  gave  them.  But  when 
Mr.  Sturgis  first  went  there,  and  for  some  time  after  he  went  there,  and  even  for  a 
while  aft«r  he  was  mayor,  the  colored  people  and  the  white  people  got  along  together 
very  smoothly  and  quietly,  without  any  serious  troubles,  only  so  far  as  they  might 
arise  at  any  time  between  individuals  of  any  color.  But  after  he  had  been  mayor  for 
some  time — I  do  not  exactly  know  how  long — we  could  see  a  marked  difference  grad- 
ually growing  up  among  the  colored  people  in  their  demeanor  toward  and  treatment 
of  the  white  people. 
Question,  What  did  they  do  ? 

Answer,  They  would  treat  them  very  insolently  upon  the  street ;  would  not  meet 
them  with  that  cordiality  that  they  had  shown  before. 
Qu^tion,  Did  they  commit  any  outrages  upon  the  white  people  f 
Ansicer,  O,  no,  sir ;  not  that  I  know  of;  none  openly. 
Question,  They  were  not  so  civil  as  they  had  been  before  f 
Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question,  Do  you  mean  to  say  that  you  believe,  or  have  any  information,  that  Stur- 
gis or  Price  advised  the  colored  people  to  commit  any  unlawful  act  upou  the  person 
or  property  of  the  white  people  f 

Anstcer.  Well,  sir,  I  cannot  say  that ;  but  I  believe  this 

Qui.4tio»,  You  can  say  that,  if  you  believe  it. 

Anstrer,  I  am  not  going  to  say  that  I  believe  what  you  stat«;  I  am  going  to  say 
something  else.  I  believe  this,  that  Mr.  Price  and  Mr.  Sturgis,  in  order  to  carry  out 
thoir  own  purposes,  for  their  own  self-promotion,  or  somiethiug  of  that  sort,  endeavored 
to  teach  the  colored  men  that  the  soutliern  white  men  were  not  their  friends,  but  their 
enemies,  and  taught  them  to  hate  us ;  that  is  my  impression. 

Question,  Do  you  think  they  carried  that  so  far  as  to  advise  them  in  any  way, 
directly  or.  indirectly,  to  commit  any  unlawful  act  upon  any  white  man  or  ui)on  his 
property  f 
.•f fi«iF^.  Well,  I  do  not  know  of  any  particular  instance  of  that  sort ;  but  I  am  in- 

cliDcd  to  believe  that  they 

Question,  Have  you  any  credible  informatics  of  any  instance  of  that  sort  f 
Answer,  I  can  state  this  in  connection  with  that  Price  and  Kennard  matter:  There 
were  two  young  men,  or  boys  rather— white  boys — who  were  going  from  town  over 
home  the  night  that  this  man  Kennard  was  whipped ;  they  hml  been  to  a  debating 

society  in  town.    They  were  riding  along  the  road,  and  a  crowd. came  up  to  them 

Question.  What  are  the  names  of  those  young  men  f 

Attstcer,  One  was  named  Simms,  and  the  other  was  named  Kilpatrick :    I  do  not 
remember  their  given  names ;  1  do  not  know  them.    They  said  they  were  ordered  to 
halt ;  theydesignatcd  the  place  where  they  were  ordered  to  halt  as  the  place  that  Keu- 
nard  desi^ated  as  the  one  where  he  was  whipped.    They  commenced  cui'sing  them 
aud  abosmg  them,  and  they  ran  their  horses  up  the  road,  and  the  crowd  fired  at  them 
a'^  they  ran.    The  snpposition,  from  the  circumstance  that  that  was  the  same  place  , 
wuere  Kennard  says  he  was  whipped  and  outraged,  the  place  where  these  Iwys  were 
shot  at,  or  near  the  place,  between  that  aud  the  town — the  supposition  is  that  it  was 
the  same  crowd  that  did  it. 
Question,  It  was  the  same  night,  was  itf 
Answer,  Yes,  sir. 
(^ttestion.  What  is  the  idea  about  their  being  ordered  to  halt  f 
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Answer.  I  do  not  know. 

(Question.  Was  it  supposed  that  they  fired  upon  them  with  intent  to  injure  them  t 

Anstcer,  The  boys  said  that  the  balls  whistled  very  near  them,  bnt  they  could  not  toll 
whether  they  were  intended  to  hit  them  or  not;  they  did  not  hit  them. 

Question.  They  heard  the  balls  t 

Answer,  That  is  what  they  said. 

Qttcstion.  Was  any  proceeding  iustituted  against  anybody  for  that  t 

Ansicer,  They  did  not  know  who  they  were.  The  day  alter  that  this  man  Price  was 
arrested  upon  the  affidavit  of  Kennard. 

QuesHan.  But  nobody  was  ever  arrested  for  firing  upon  the  young  men  f 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  they  did  not  know  whom  to  arrest ;  there  was  no  way  to  get  at  it, 
except  the  circumstance  I  have  just  related  to  you. 

Question,  You  have  no  evidence  whether  that,  or  any  act  of  the  kind,  was  advised  by 
the  mayor  ? 

Answer,  I  have  no  personal  knowledge  of  it. 

Question.  Have  yon  any  belief  that  he  advised  any  such  act  ? 

Answer,  My  opinion  is  that  the  advice  and  teachings  of  Mr.  Price  and  Mr.  Stnrgi^ 
to  the  colored  men  were  of  such  a  character  as  would  be  calculated  to  incite  the  col- 
ored men  against  the  whites. 

Question,  What  I  want  to  get  at  is,  not  whether  they  advised  colored  men  that  they 
were  as  good  as  white  men,  &c.,  but  whether  you  believe  that  Mayor  Sturgis  ever  coun- 
seled the  colored  people  to  commit  violence  upon  the  persons  or  property  of  white 
men? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  do  not  know  that  he  ever  advised  any  such  thing. 

By  Mr.  Van  Trump  : 
Question,  But  yon  do  believe  that  their  advice  tended  to  incite  the  negroes  against 
the  whites  ? 
Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  and  to  stir  up  a  bad  feeling  between  the  two  races. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

QuesUoH,  What  was  alleged  to  have  been  the  cause  for  the  whipping  of  Reniiard  by 
Price  and  others  t 

Answer,  W^cU,  nothing.  I  asked  Kennard  if  Price  had  anything  i^inst  him ;  he 
came  up  in  my  office  and  told  me  about  it ;  he  was  hunting  for  the  district  at>tomey, 
the  prosecuting  attorney,  in  the  first  place. 

By  the  Chairman,  (Mr.  Poland:) 

Question,  I  think  we  shall  ^t  along  a  little  faster  if  we  wait  until  one  member  of 
the  committee  gets  through  with  the  witness,  and  take  our  turns.  What  was  Kennard 
over  there  for  ? 

Answer,  My  information  was  this:  That  he  came  over  there  to  try  and  get  some  col- 
ored men  to  go  back  to  Sumter  County  and  work.  They  had  left  their  farms  there, 
and  had  come  into  Meridian  in  quite  large  numbers ;  they  had  left  the  farms  where 
they  had  been  working,  and  it  was  almost  impossible  for  uirmers  to  get  hands ;  that 
is  the  information  I  got :  he  came  over  to  see  if  he  could  exercise  his  influence  with 
them,  and  get  them  to  go  back. 

Question,  To  persuade  them  to  go  backf 

Answer,  To  persuade  them  to  go  back  on  those  farms,  saying  that  Price  had  induced 
them  to  come  from  Alabama  in  quite  large  numbers — I  do  not  know  how  many — Shaving 
in  view,  perhaps,  the  mayoralty  of  the  city — to  make  them  voters  before  the  election 
K>lled  round ;  that  was  the  ostensible  reason  assigned. 

Question,  Bid  you  understand  that  tl^is  man  who  came  over  from  Alabama  was  a 
deputy  sheriff  in  Alabama  ? 

Answer,  I  so  understood ;  ho  told  me  himself  he  was  a  deputy  sheriff? 

Question,  Did  you  understand  he  came  over  to  Meridian  lor  the  purpose  of  arresting 
anybody  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir,  I  did  not ;  I  have  not  understood  so. 

Question.  As  you  understood  it,  he  came  there  for  the  purpose  of  persuading  some 
men  to  go  back  to  their  employers  f 

Answer,  I  think  that  is  what  Kennard  himself  told  me  in  my  office.  I  did  hear  this 
about  it :  That  while  he  was  there,  perhaps,  there  was  some  man  who  had  committeil 
an  assault  and  battery  with  intent  to  kill,  or  something  of  that  sort,  upon  a  colored 
man,  whom  Kennard  saw,  and  the  police  of  the  town  of  Meridian  cot  after  him  to  arrest 
him,  and  shot  at  him.    I  do  not  know  what  became  of  the  case  aiterward. 

Question.  Did  you  understand  that  this  man  Kennard  arrested,  or  undertook  to  arrest, 
anybody  when  he  was  there  in  Meridian  f 

Answer.  The  inference  that  I  drew,  from  the  conversation  that  I  liad  with  Kennanl, 
veas,  that  he  pointed  out  this  man,  identified  him,  and  pointed  him  out  to  the  police. 

Qtmstion,  Sume  of  your  Meridian  ix)lice  ? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  I  think  it  was  some  of  the  colored  police  who  were  after  him. 
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Question.  You  did  not  nndentand  that  he  undertook  to  make  any  arrest  himself  t 

Answer.  I  did  not  so  understand  it ;  that  might  have  been  the  true  state  of  faetSt 
however,  bat  I  do  not  know  it  to  be  so ;  he  did  not  so  state  it  to  me. 

QmesHon.  Did  you  understand  that  this  matter  about  legal  proceedings  against  Price 
luid  anything  to  do  with  the  Meridian  riot ;  that  any  part  of  the  proceedings  had  any- 
thing to  do  with  that,  except  the  taking  off  of  these  men  into  Alabama  by  the  men 
who  came  from  Alabama  f  Did  the  legu  proceedings  against  Price  have  anything  to 
do  with  the  subsequent  disturbance  or  riot  at  Meridian  f 

Answer.  I  understood  that  the  colored  people  there  were  very  angry  against  Price 
f»»r  leaving. 

i^nesHon.  Angry  with  whom  f 

Answer.  Well,  I  do  not  know ;  I  suppose  they  were  angry  with  those  who  had  advised 
his  leaving. 

Question.  You  say  that  his  leaving  was  suggested  by  his  own  political  friends  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Did  you  understand  that  this  meeting  that  was  got  up  by  the  colored  peo- 
ple had  any  reference  to  their  dissatisfaction  with  Price's  going  off? 

Answer.  No^  sir.  I  did  not  so  understand  it ;  I  understood  that  they  were  dissatisfied 
with  his  leaving  T 

Question.  The  snbstance  of  their  complaint  and  dissatisfaction  was,  that  the  officers 
of  the  law  did  not  afford  colored  men  protection  against  unlawfol  acts ;  that  they  did 
not  arrest  these  white  men  or  Ku-Klux  f 

Answer.  That  seemed  to  be  the  drift  of  their  speeches — that  is,  a  portion  of  them. 

Question.  Now,  a  word  or  two  about  this  transaction  in  the  court-house.  You  think 
that  Judge  Bramlette  was  killed  by  this  shot  which  you  sup]K>sed  was  fired  by  Tyler  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  that  is  my  opinion,  although  I  do  not  know  it;  I  did  not  see  the 
pistol  fired,  and  I  did  not  see  the  judge  fall. 

Question.  Of  course  you  have  stated  a]l  your  reasons  for  believing  that.  Is  it  your 
belief  that  Tyler  intended  to  kill  Judge  Bramlette  ? 

Ansicer.  I  am  inclined  to  believe  that  he  intended  it,  and  I  will  give  you  my  reasons 
for  so  believing.  When  Brantley  moved  between  those  two  tables,  in  the  direction  of 
Tyler,  I  su])po8e  Brantley  must  have  been  four  feet  from  Mr.  Bramlette,  the  magis 
trate,  out  of  the  range  of  any  person  firing  at  the  magistrate  from  the  door  where  I 
last  saw  defendant,  Tyler:  it  lie  had  wanted  to  shoot  at  Brantley  it  would  have  been, 
perha|)s,  four  feet  out  of  the  range  of  Judge  Bramlette.  The  magistrate  also  stated, 
before  the  trial,  that  he  had  attempted  to  advise  Tyler  to  go  on  peacefully  and  quietly, 
and  to  try  to  get  along  well  with  everybody,  and  not  stir  up  any  strife  between  the 
races ;  that  Tyler  got  mad  with  him  for  it,  and  said  that  the  next  white  man  who 
advised  him  to  do  any  such  thing,  he  would  slap  in  the  mouth.  Judge  Bramlette 
remarked,  before  he  went  up  there  to  hold  the  court,  that  he  did  not  like  to  do  it, 
because  Tyler  was  to  be  there,  and  he  was  mad  with  him. 

Question.  What  was  the  politics  of  Judge  Bramlette  f 

Answer.  He  was  a  republican. 

Question.  Was  he  a  man  of  good  reputation, 

Ansicer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Had  he  the  ill-will  of  any  individual  t 

Answer.  No,  sir;  on  the  contrary,  both  parties  liked  him. 

Question.  If  Tyler  intended  to  shoot  him,  you  think  it  was  on  account  of  his  owu 
personal  ill-will  toward  him  f 

Ansicer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  do  not  think  it  was  anything  else. 

Question.  You  believe  that  Tyler  shot  him  f 

Anstcer.  That  is  my  belief. 

Ques^on.  Is  that  the  general  accepted  opinion  in  your  townt 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  think  onite  a  number  of  witnesses  that  saw  him  fire 

Question.  Is  that  the  beliei  of  the  colored  people? 

Answer.  I  do  not  think  they  believe  it ;  the  majority  of  them  do  not ;  some  few  may 
believe  it. 

Question.  That  is  not  their  version  of  it? 

Answer.  I  think  not,  although  I  never  heard  one  speak  of  it  in  my  life. 

Question.  What  do  yon  understand  to  be  the  general  opinion  among  the  colored  peo- 
ple iis  to  who  shc»t  Judge  Bramlette  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know,  only  that  they  do  not  believe  that  Tyler  shot  him  j  that  is 
what  I  have  heard,  though  I  have  never  heard  one  of  them  speak  about  it  at  all ;  I 
have  been  informed  that  they  did  not  believe  that  he  was  shot  by  Tyler. 

QutstioH.  The  complaint  made  against  Tyler  and  these  other  men,  who  wore  then  on 
trial,  was  that  th(;y  made  incendiary  speeches  ? 

Answer.  I  think  so. 

Question.  Was  that  prosecution  under  some  statute  of  your  State  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  1  thiuk  so— for  inciting  a  riot,  something  of  that  sort;  for  using  in 
ceudiary  language ;  I  think  there  is  a  statute  of  that  sort. 
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Question,  For  what  were  the  three  colored  men  arrested,  who  were  killed  dariiig  the 
night  ? 

Anw^er.  Well,  I  do  not  know  what  they  were  arrested  for ;  I  did  not  know  they  were 
arrested  until  they  bad  been  arrested  and  killed.  I  will  say  this,  that  this  man  Isaac 
Lee  was  there  in  the  coart-honse ;  I  do  not  know  whether  the  others  were  there  or  not ; 
and  when  Lee  went  down-stairs  several  white  persons  went  to  him,  and  I  think  they 
were  about  to  arrest  him,  when  a  white  man,  Doctor  Bass,  for  whom  Isaac  Lee  was 
working,  came  up  and  told  these  white  men  not  to  trouble  him,  to  let  him  eo ;  that  so 
far  as  he  knew,  ho  was  a  peaceable  and  good,  quiet  negro.  They  did  let  him  go,  but 
it  seems  that  Just  as  he  started  off  they  discovered  fire-arms  on  his  person ;  they  exam- 
ined his  coat  and  found  one  of  these  large  brass- butted  pistols  in  each  side  of  hia  coat ; 
he  had  just  come  down  from  the  court-room.  That  is  the  last  I  heard  of  him ;  bnt  I 
understood  they  took  him  into  custody  and  delivered  him  over  to  the  sheriff. 

Question,  What  about  the  other  two  ? 

Answer,  1  do  not  know  when  they  were  arrested,  or  under  what  circumstances  they 
were  arrested. 

Question.  Nor  what  for  ? 

Answer,  No,  sir. 

Question.  Did  you  under8t<ind  that  any  warrant  was  issued  against  any  of  them  f 

Anstcer.  None  at  all,  that  I  know  of. 

Question:  Did  you  understand  that  the  sheriff,  or  anybody  else,  had  any  process  under 
which  they  were  arrested  f 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  none  that  I  know  of. 

Question.  But  for  some  reason  or  other  some  one  did  take  them  into  custody  f 

Anstcer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  And  they  were  taken  out  by  some  one  during  the  night  and  murdered  f 

Answer.  That  is  my  information. 

By  Mr.  CoBURX: 
Question.  At  what  time  of  the  night  t 

Answer.  I  cannot  say ;  if  I  have  ever  heard  I  do  not  remember ;  I  judge  it  was  per- 
haps in  the  latter  part  of  the  night,  but  I  do  not  know. 

By  the  Chairman,  (Mr.  Poland  :) 

Question.  At  the  subsequent  examination  before  Judge  Leachman,  was  there  any 
endeavor  made  to  ascertain  who  did  thisf  I  understand  yon  were  counsel  in  that 
investigation. 

Anffwer.  Yes,  sir ;  after  this  riot,  this  man  Brantley,  who  made  at  Tyler  with  the  stick, 
was  arrested  upon  the  same  charge  that  the  others  had  been  arrested  upon,  for  giving 
rise  to  the  riot  that  had  occurred  in  the  court^room,  for  that  was  the  beginning  of  it. 
Upon  his  trial  all  the  facts  were  brought  out  in  regard  to  that  riot. 

Question,  That  was  the  hearing  or  examination  before  Judge  Leachman  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Was  there  anybody  else  under  arrest  before  Judge  Leachman  except  Brant- 
ley? 

Answer.  There  were  several  parties  arrested  during  the  progress  of  the  trial. 

Question.  For  participation  in  the  disturbance  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Qtiestion.  In  the  course  of  the  examination  before  Judge  Leachman,  did  they  attempt 
to  ascertain  the  facts  in  relation  to  the  killing  of  these  three  colored  men  ;  was  that 
sfiecially  made  a  subject  of  examination  f 

Answer.  I  think  the  officers  attempted  to  do  so,  or  tried  to  do  so ;  and  the  citizens 
gave  them  whatever  assistance  they  could,  but  not  in  a  Judicial  way  until  this  investi- 
gation took  place. 

Question.  Was  it  a  part  of  the  object  of  that  inquiry  before  Judge  Leachman  to  ascer- 
tain who  killed  those  three  colored  men  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  the  object  of  the  investigation,  as  I  understood  it,  was  this:  To  take 
testimony  regardless  of  the  rules  of  testimony ;  to  take  all  the  testimony  that  conld  bo 
drawn  out  ogainst  Brantley  in  commencing  this  liot;  to  take  all  the  testimony  that 
conld  be  reached  from  any  source,  white  or  ulack,  in  regard  to  any  particular  transac- 
tion or  occurrence  that  took  place  during  the  riot,  the  nres,  everything  about  the  kill- 
ing of  these  three  men,  and  the  shooting  of  Dennis,  alias  Clopton,  and  Tyler. 

Question.  Were  they  able  to  discover  who  killed  these  three  menf 

Answer.  No,  sir;  I  was  there  all  the  time 

Question.  Were  they  able  to  ascertain  who  killed  Tyler  and  Clopton  t 

Answer.  No,  sir;  they  were  not  able  to  do  it. 

Question.  Thejr  could  not  find  out  anything  about  it  f 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Quegtion,  And  have  not  to  this  day  ? 

Ansxcer.  No,  sir.  The  State  was  represented  by  the  district  attorney  of  that  district, 
and  an  attorney  employed,  as  I  understand,  by  Qovemor  Alcorn. 
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Question.  Tea  appeared  for  the  persons  arrested  f 

Anfwer.  Yes,  sir,  simply  at  the  request  of  the  citizeDS,  that  there  might  he  a  full 
investigation  of  the  Trhole  matter.  The  citizens  were  anxious  that  the  origin  of  the 
fire  should  be  investigated. 

QwuHoH,  They  were  not  able  to  discover  on  that  examination  who  set  the  fire? 

Anstcer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  They  examined  into  the  cause  of  the  fires  at  Sturgis's  store,  the  Baptist 
church,  and  Moore's  house  f 

Answa\  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  And  they  could  not  find  out  who  set  any  of  them  on  fire? 

Ansfcer.  No,  sir;  as  near  as  I  can  remember,  the  testimony  of  one  of  the  colored  wit- 
nesses in  regard  to  the  origin  of  the  fire,  or  rather  the  first  that  he  saw  of  it,  was  that 
he  was  standing  near  the  railroad  depot,  where  he  was  employed. 

QHestion.  Are  yon  speaking^  of  the  fire  at  Sturgis's  building  or  the  church  f 

Answer.  The  fire  at  Sturgis's  building.  He  said  that  when  he  saw  it  he  ran  down 
there,  and  was  among  the  first  who  did  see  it :  that  when  he  reached  the  storehouse  of 
Sturgis  he  started  to  run  into,  and  did  run  inside,  the  door ;  that  he  saw  two  men  there, 
one  near  the  door  and  another  sitting  on  or  standing  near  the  counter^  I  do  not  know 
which ;  he  said  that  the  fire  was  burning  in  the  second  story,  and  he  told  them  that 
the  house  was  on  fire ;  they  told  him  to  get  out  of  there,  or  something  to  that  efiect. 

By  Mr.  Blaib  : 
Question.  Did  he  know  either  of  those  men  f 

Answei\  He  did  not  know  either  one  of  them.  He  said  one  of  them  had  heavy  black 
whiskers ;  and  William  Sturgis  had  very  heavy  black  whiskers. 

By  the  Chairman,  (Mr.  Poland  :) 

Question.  So  far  as  the  description  went,  it  answered  to  Sturgis  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  that  was  all. 

Question.  Now,  in  regard  to  the  other  fire,  the  fire  at  Moore's  house  and  at  the  church ; 
were  those  two  buildings  fuming  at  the  same  time  f 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  which  was  first  burned ;  that  testimony  was  drawn  out,  but  I 
do  not  remember  what  it  was. 

Question.  They  Were  burned  the  same  night  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  But  whether  at  the  same  time,  yon  do  not  know  f 

Answer.  No,  sir,  I  do  not. 

Question.  You  say  the  good,  sober  i>eople  of  your  place,  of  all  parties,  disapprove  of 
all  these  acts  of  violence,  the  killings  and  burnings. 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  they  disapproved  of  it ;  they  disapprove  of  any  violations  of  the 
law. 

Question.  And  they  are  anxious  to  bring  the  perpetrators  of  those  acts  to  justice  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

QuesHon.  Has  it  occurred  to  yon  as  a  little  singular  that  with  all  this  anxiety  on  the 

Eart  of  the  good  people  there,  and  with  all  the  endeavor  that  has  been  made,  nothing 
as  been  found  out  yet  f 

Answer.  It  does  look  a  little  remarkable,  yet  it  is  so ;  I  speak  from  experience.  I  was 
in  the  court-room  when  the  firing  commenced,  and  as  many  pistols  as  were  fired  in  the 
court-room,  I  could  not  tell  you  to  save  my  life  who  fired  a  single  shot. 

Question.  Except  Tyler? 

Answer.  I  did  not  see  him  fire. 

Question.  You  say  you  saw  enough  to  satisfy  you  that  he  did  fiire? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know ;  after  the  firing  commenced  everybody  became  alarmed. 

(iuestion.  So  far  as  you  have  any  knowledge  or  belief,  nothing  has  yet  been  discov- 
ered that  furnishes  any  likelihood  that  the  perpetrators  of  any  of  these  acts  of  violence 
will  be  brought  to  Justice  ? 

.inswer.  I  have  never  been  able  to  learn  of  any  clew  being  had  to  the  origin  of  the 
fire  or  the  killing  of  these  men. 

Question.  In  the  outset  of  your  testimony  you  told  about  the  killing  of  a  colored  man 
in  another  place,  a  man  who  was  a  justice  of  the  peace,  I  believe  ? 

Answer.  He  was  a  supervisor. 

Question.  He  was  also  a  justice  of  the  peace  ? 

Answer.  I  think  that  in  some  respects  they  have  the  authority  of  a  Justice  of  the 
peace. 

Question.  You  do  not  understand  that  he  held  the  office  of  Justice  of  the  peace  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  But  the  office  which  he  did  hold  authorized  him  to  exercise  some  of  the 
powers  of  a  justice  of  the  i)eace  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Q}iestion.  Nothing  has  been  discovered  in  relation  to  who  x>orpetrated  that  act  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir;  1  have  been  informed  that  the  white  people  of  that  neighborhood 
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have  made  dilli^nt  inquiry,  and  tried  to  find  oat  abont  thiB  tbing,  bat  they  hare  not 
been  able  to  do  it. 

Question,  How  far  is  that  from  yonr  place  t 

Arutwer.  About  fifteen  miles. 

Question.  In  the  aame  county  in  which  yon  livet 

Ansufer.  Yes,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 
Question,  What  was  the  name  of  that  man  ? 
Answer,  Joseph  Williams. 

By  the  Chairmah,  (Mr.  Poland  :) 

Question,  Some  witness  has  spoken  here  aboot  a  transaction  of  a  similar  character 
in  Laaderdale. 

Answer,  Mr.  Smith  was  talking;  to  me  about  that  yesterday,  but  I  cannot  remember 
the  circumstances. 

Question.  Do  you  remember  generally  about  the  case  f 

Answer.  1  remember  that  there  was  one  person  shot  and  lost  his  arm,  and  perhaps 
one  of  them  was  killed ;  ther*^  seems  to  have  been  a  general  muss  among  them ;  but  I 
do  not  remember  about  it. 

Question.  Is  it  your  recollection  that  that  was  done  by  a  band  of  men  in  disguise  f 

Anstper.  No,  sir ;  I  do  not  recollect  whether  they  were  in  disguise  or  not. 

Question.  It  has  never  been  discovered  who  did  it  f 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Have  you  heard  of  any  other  acts  of  men  in  disguise  in  your  county,  bodies 
of  men,  I  mean  I 

Ansicer.  No,  sir,  I  believe  not ;  I  do  not  now  remember  any  other. 

Question,  You  think  that,  upon  the  whole,  acts  of  violence  in  yonr  county  against  the 
crimuial  law  are  as  certainly  and  promptly  punished  as  they  are  in  other  peaceable 
communities? 

Ansiver.  They  are,  if  those  who  commit  them  are  found  out ;  that  is  the  difficulty.  I 
stated  this,  that  as  a  general  thing  the  criminal  law  is  as  well  executed  now  as  prior 
to  this  time  and  prior  to  the  war ;  because  tbere  are  many  instances,  not  a  great  many 
either,  in  our  own  immediate  section,  where  outrages  have  been  committed,  and  it  is 
imiK>8sible  to  got  any  clew  to  the  persons  who  have  committed  them. 

Question.  Do  you  think  that  the  difficulty  of  ascertaining  who  committed  any  of  these 
acts  of  violence  that  you  talk  about  has  been  in  any  degree  aggravated  by  the  fact  thai 
there  was  something  of  a  political  nature  about  them,  which  caused  them,  perhaps  f 

Answer.  I  have  heard  tnat  tbere  was  such  an  organization,  but  if  there  is  I  do  not 
know  it. 

Question.  That  is  not  my  inquiry.  It  was  in  regard  to  the  difficulty  of  ascertaining  who 
has  committed  these  various  acts  of  killing  and  burning,  &c.  Do  you  think  that  it  is 
more  difficult  to  ascertain  who  committed  those  acts  in  consequence  of  there  being  a 
political  element  in  them  ? 

Answer,  Well,  sir,  I  believe  this :  I  believe  that  if  there  is  an  organization  of  that 
sort  down  there,  its  tendency  would  be  in  that  direction. 

Question,  Do  you  think  there  is  f 

Answer.  I  do  not ;  well,  I  only  base  my  opinion  upon  this,  that  I  have  never  heard  of 
one ;  at  least,  I  have  heard  of  one,  but  I  have  no  evidence  of  there  being  an  organiza- 
tion of  that  sort. 

Question.  I  am  not  speaking  of  there  being  an  or^nization.  Has  there  not  been  in 
all  these  disturbances,  in  these  killings  and  burnings,  this  riot,  &c.,  something  of  a 
political  character  ? 

Answer.  Well,  sir,  only  this  far,  that  the  ^at  majority  of  the  white  people  belong 
to  the  democratic  party,  and  the  great  minority  of  the  colored  xicople  belong  to  the 
republican  party  ;  and  when  this  riot  commenced  it  seemed  to  have  been,  as  it  were,  a 
conflict  between  the  whites  and  the  blacks ;  so  far,  it  was  political.  But  I  saw  a  great 
many  colored  men  on  the  streets  on  that  day,  during  the  not,  and  they  were  not  inter- 
fered with  at  all. 

Question.  And  they  did  not  interfere  t 

Answer.  No,  sir,  not  at  all ;  they  did  not  take  any  hand  at  all. 

By  Mr.  Coburn  : 

Question.  Right  at  that  point :  What  class  of  colored  people  were  interfered  with  f 

Answer,  Do  you  mean  iu  the  court-house  f 

Question,  No,  sir. 

Answer,  Do  you  mean  outside  f 

By  the  Chairman,  (Mr.  Poland  :) 
Question,  Allow  me  a  moment.    You  have  stated  how  fax  this  difficulty  partook  of  a 
political  character.    Now,  do  you  not  think  that  the  fact  that  it  did,  to  that  extent. 
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Tvartake  of  a  political  character,  is  one  reasou  why  it  is  impossible  to  find  out  who 
nave  committed  these  acts  of  violence  f 

Answer.  No,  sir,  I  do  not.  I  think  the  di£Bculty  is  in  this,  that  the  people  were  so 
excited  and  alarmed  that  their  minds  were  confused  in  rej^ard  to  any  particular  person 
or  any  particular  act  that  was  done ;  I  know  that  seemed  to  be  the  situation  of  every 
witness,  both  white  and  black,  that  was  introduced  on  the  investigation. 
Quettion,  Ton  think  it  was  the  confusion  incident  upon  these  transactions  7 
Answer.  Yes,  sir,  I  think  so.  I  never  thought  myself  I  could  be  so  excited  or  con- 
fused in  a  place  of  that  sort  that  I  could  not  remember  something ;  but  it  is  an  abso- 
lute fact  I  cannot  do  it. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question.  I  want  to  ask  you  the  question  now  that  I  propounded  a  little  while  back. 
What  was  the  reason,  if  any  was  assigned,  for  Ku-Kluxmg  Kennard  by  Price? 

Answer.  Shall  I  state  the  information  I  received  from  Kennard  f 

Question.  Yes. 

Ansufer.  The  information  that  he  gave  me  in  that  regard  was  this,  that  he  and  Price 
belonged  to  the  same  League,  in  Sumter  County,  Alabama. 

By  Mr.  Van  Trump  : 

Question.  Do  you  mean  the  Loyal  League  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  and  that  he  (Kennard)  was  the  head  of  the  order  at  that  place,  I 
think,  and  that  Price  tried  to  get  him  to  use  his  influence  with  the  colored  people  to 
go  out  and  plunder  the  white  people.:  that  he  declined  to  do  it,  would  not  do  it,  and 
quit  the  League,  and  afterward  voted  the  democratic  ticket.  That  is  what  Kennard 
told  me.  One  of  the  colored  witnesses  who  went  to  Meridian  with  Kennard  at  the 
time  of  the  prosecution  of  Price,  told  me  that  ho  heard  Price  make  some  threats  in  re- 
aad  io  Kennard,  and  said  that  he  had  better  get  out  from  there  before  night,  or  some- 
TOiDg  of  that  sort 

Question.  I  understood  you  to  say  substantially  in  your  testimony  that  the  escape  of 
Price  from  the  prosecution  that  was  instituted  against  him  was  connived  at  f 

Anmver.  By  'wmora  ? 

Question.  In  the  first  place,  it  was  proposed  by  his  own  counsel  t 

Anstrer.  No,  sir ;  you  nave  misunaerstood  me.  I  said  this,  that  in  consequence  of 
some  threats  and  declarations  made  by  Price  after  he  was  arrested,  he  having  said 
that  if  he  was  required  to  give  a  bond  or  to  go  to  Jail  unless  he  gave  one,  as  soon  as 
that  was  done  then  and  there  he  would  commence  shooting,  and  that  he  advised  his 
counsel  to  stand  aside,  for  he  did  not  want  to  shoot  him ;  he  said  that  ho  would  have 
perhaps  thirty  or  forty  well  anned  colored  men  there  to  stand  at  his  back ;  he  having 
told  this  to  Mr.  Smith,  a  witness  who  was  here  day  l)efore  yesterday,  Mr.  Smith  came 
to  me  with  a  letter  he  had  written  addressed  to  Mr.  Price,  and  read  it  to  me,  and  asked 
me  what  I  thought  of  it.  In  that  letter  ho  stated  to  Price  that  he,  Price,  had  brought 
about  a  state  or  very  bitter  feeling  between  the  whites  and  blacks  at  that  place,  and 
that  if  he  remained  there  trouble  between  the  whites  and  blacks  would  be  inevitable ; 
that  his  presence,  more  than  anything  else,  would  lead  to  it;  and  he  advised  him  for 
the  peace  of  the  community  and  the  good  of  that  section  of  the  country  to  leave  the 
place.  He  asked  me  if  I  would  approve  of  that.  I  told  him  that  I  was  simply  em- 
ployed as  counsel,  but  that,  under  the  circumstances,  if  Price  had  made  those  declara- 
tions, I  not  only  thought  it  would  perhaps  be  for  the  good  of  the  community,  but  of 
all  classes,  that  he  should  leave ;  that  knowing  Mr.  Price  to  be  a  desperate  man,  as  I 
had  heard  him  to  be,  I  would  not  like  to  appear  in  the  prosecution  at  all ;  and  I  there- 
fore approved  of  it.  But  there  was  no  connivance,  that  I  know  of,  on  the  part  of  any 
official,  none  in  the  world.  Whatever  became  of  the  bond  I  do  not  know.  I  had  no 
conference  with  the  ofiicers  of  the  court  about  it.  My  conferooce  was  entirely  with 
Mr.  Joshua  Smith. 

Question.  Then  there  is  no  doubt  about  the  fact  that  you  and  Mr.  Smith  both  agi*oed 
that  it  was  best  not  to  try  him  on  account  of  his  desperate  character,  and  the  despe- 
rate threats  which  he  had  made  ? 

Answer.    Yes,  sir ;  we  agreed  fully  upon  that. 

Question.  So,  in  fact,  jnstico  in  that  instance  was  overawed  by  his  violence  t 

Answer.  I  think  so. 

Question.  It  was  impossible  to  bring  this  man  Price  to  justice  in  that  community, 
for  Kii-Kluxing  the  negro  Kennard,  by  reason  of  the  intimidation  which  he  brought 
to  bearf 

Answer.  I  will  not  say  that ;  I  cannot  say  it.  I  would  say  this :  I  will  not  say  there 
was  any  particular  intimidation.  While  I  had  myself  some  apprehensions,  as  the  pros- 
ecuting attorney,  I  do  not  know  that  the  community  was  intimidated.  But  it  was  the 
opinion  of  those  of  us  who  consulted  together  that  it  would  be  best  for  the  colored 
X>eopIe,  and  best  for  the  white  people,  for  this  man  to  leave ;  because  he  had  made 
such  declarations ;  and  wo  believed  from  his  character  as  a  man,  that  if  the  trial  did 
come  off,  and  he  was  required  to  give  a  bond  or  to  go  to  jail  in  default  of  a  bond,  he 
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^would  bring  aboat  a  distarbance  of  a  very  aerioas  obaracter.  He  had  already  an* 
noanced  that  he  would  have  thirty  or  forty  armed  colored  men  there  to  back  blm. 

Question.  You  say  that  Mr.  Smith  wrote  a  letter,  telling  him  that  he  chonght  it  best 
for  both  colored  and  white  people  that  he  shoald  go  f 

Antwer.  Yes,  sir. 

QuesUon.  Do  yon  snppoee  any  snch  motive  as  that  operated  upon  Price ;  that  is^  the 
good  of  the  community  that  he  had  already  disturbed  T 

Answer,  I  cannot  say  as  to  ^hat  eftect  this  letter  had  upon  him.  I  must  say  this, 
that  he  did  not  want  to  go  at  the  first  start ;  he  hesitated  about  going. 

QuegtUm,  Did  he  not  go  to  escape  punishment  for  his  crimes  f 

Answer,  I  cannot  say  that ;  I  do  not  know  whether  he  did  or  not ;  he  left  by  the  ad- 
vice of  his  friends,  while  he  was  under  the  chan^. 

Question,  Left  his  bondsmen  to  pay  his  bond  T 

Answer.  Left  his  bondsmen  upon  his  bond ;  but  whether  he  left  for  the  good  of  the 
community  or  to  evade  the  penalties  nf  the  law,  or  anything  of  that  sort,  I  cannot  say. 

By  Mr.  Stevenson  : 

QuesiUm,  Did  you  hear  anything  about  Alabamians  threatening  to  come  there  to 
Price's  trial  f 

Answer,  No,  sir;  that  had  been  stopped.  They  only  came,  over  once,  and  it  was 
distinctly  understood  that  they  were  to  come  no  more. 

Questimu  You  did  not  hear  tnat  they  threatened  to  come  there  and  see  Price  tried  f 

Answer,  No,  sir,  I  did  not,  except  the  first  time  they  came  over,  when  I  saw  them 
armed ;  I  never  heard  that  they  were  to  come  back  the  second  time.  I  supposed  my- 
self, and  I  understood,  that  they  would  remaiu  away. 

By  Mr.  Blair: 
Question,  You  had  postponed  the  trial  in  order  to  get  rid  of  their  presence  f 
Answer,  Yes,  sir.    The  first  time  I  made  a  motion  in  court  for  a  continuance  of  the 
trial,  and  I  gave  the  court  distinctly  to  understand  that  that  was  my  object. 

By  Mr.  Stevenson  : 

Question,  May  not  Price  have  apprehended  that  if  he  stood  his  trial  they  would  come 
there;  and  that  if  he  was  acquitted,  they  would  commit  violence  f 

Answer,  It  is  possible  that  may  have  been  his  apprehension ;  but  I  never  heard  of 
any  intention  on  their  part  to  come  there  after  the  first  time. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question,  You  have  stated  the  cause  of  the  quarrel  between  Price  and  Kennard  to 
have  been  that  Price  attempted  to  draw  Kennturd  into  his  thieving  operations  f 

Answer,  That  is  what  Kennard  told  me. 

Question,  And  that  he  inflicted  this  punishment  upon  Kennard  for  that  reason  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  That  was  the  charge  f 

Anstver.  I  would  state  that  that  was  not  the  only  reason  that  I  heard  of;  I  heard 
several  reasons  assigned— perhaps  three  of  them.  The  first  was  that  Keunanl  declined 
to  go  into  an  arrangement  of  that  sort  with  Price ;  the  second  was  that  Kennard  votec 
the  democratic  ticket  at  the  last  election^  before  this  riot  occurred ;  and  the  third  was 
that  he  had  gone  to  Meridian,  where  he  was  trying  to  get  these  colored  men,  whom 
Price  had  induced  to  come  from  Sunyter,  to  go  back  there  and  work  on  the  farms. 

Question,  Those  were  the  grounds  for  the  assault  of  Price  on  Kennard  f 

Answer,  Those  were  supposed  to  be  the  causes  of  his  whipping  him,  as  stated  to  me 
by  Kennard  himself. 

Question,  Do  you  suppose  that.  Price  dreaded  an  exposure  of  his  character  by  this 
trial ;  that  he  dreaded  that  his  thieving  plans  which  he  had  proposed  to  Kenuard 
would  be  exposed,  as  well  as  the  fact  that  he  had  punished  Kennard  by  Ku-Kluxing 
himf 

Answer,  I  would  say  this,  in  answer  to  that :  That  if  the  things  stated  to  me  by  Ken- 
nard were  true,  it  is  very  probable  that  he  disliked  or  feared  an  investigation  of  the 
case. 

Question,  WeU,  Kennard  was  a  competent  witness  to  prove  the  fact  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir,  he  was  a  competent  witness  to  prove  the  fact. 

By  Mr.  Beck: 

Question,  1  want  to  ask  a  question :  Up  to  the  time  that  this  difficulty  broke  out  be- 
tween Price  and  Kennard,  had  there  been  any  unusually  bad  feeling  or  trouble  exist- 
ing between  the  white  and  colored  races  in  or  about  Meridian  f 

Answer,  I  would  say  this :  that,  so  far  as  I  had  been  informed — ^I  did  not  stay  in  town 
at  night 

Question,  1  mean  all  about  there  in  that  county. 

Answer,  I  was  informed  that  for  several  months  before  this  riot  occurred  there  was  a 
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continual  firing  among  the  colored  people  in  town  during  the  night-time  in  those  parts 
Df  the  town  mostly  populated  hy  colored  people. 

Qfiesiton,  That  was  while  Sturgis  was  mayor  T 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Que8ti4m,  Was  there  an  ordinance  of  the  town  against  indiscriminate  firing  at  night  f 

Anstcer,  Yes,  sir. 

Queatiotu  Was  the  management  of  the  city  and  its  police  under  the  control  of  the 
mayor  t 

^ii«irer.  Yes,  sir. 

Quetium.  And  yet  he  permitted  the  negroes  to  do  all  these  things  f 

Answer.  1  do  not  know  whether  it  was  permissively  done  or  not. 

Question,  Were  they  punished  for  it? 

Anstcer,  At  any  rate,  it  waa  not  stopped.  I  think  one  of  the  policeman  testified,  in 
the  course  of  the  investigation,  that  not  a  single  person  had  ever  been  arrested,  either 
white  or  black,  for  that  offense.  He  said  it  was  impossible  to  catch  them ;  that  they 
would  fire  a  pistol  and  run  and  set  out  of  the  way  in  the  dark. 

Question,  Was  it  generally  understood  by  the  people  there,  after  Price  made  his  dec- 
hiration,  that  if  he  was  sent  to  jail  in  default  of  bail  he  would  commence  shooting  im- 
mediately, and  that  he  had  forty  colored  men,  armed,  to  stand  by  him— was  that  gen- 
erally believed  to  be  true  ? 

Ansicer,  It  was  not  generally  known  at  that  time. 

Question.  Was  it  believed  by  those  who  knew  it  T 

Answer.  Those  who  heard  of  it  believed  it;  but  the  community  at  large  had  not  heard 
of  these  things.;  they  were  things  that  had  not  been  spoken  of  a  great  dcaJ.  Mr. 
Smith  and  some  others  knew  of  them,  and  we  consulted  with  each  other  privately  about 
these  things,  for  we  did  not  want  the  community  to  know  what  we  advised ;  we  did 
not  believe  it  would  be  of  any  service  or  good. 

Question.  From  the  information  you  ha^  did  you  believe  that  Price  had  that  number 
of  ue^oes  ready  to  aid  him  in  violating  the  law,  and  to  commence  this  indiscriminate 
bhooting  if  he  was  convicted  f 

Answer.  If  he  said  he  would  have  them  there  I  believe  he  would. 

Question.  He  did  say  it  f 

Answer.  I  believe  he  said  it. 

Qu^ii<yn.  Do  you  believe  he  had  that  number  of  negroes  there  that  he  could  control  ? 

Answer.  I  do ;  I  think  that  he  had  a  sufficient  number  that  he  could  get  there  in  the 
court-room. 

QutsHon.  Not  only  to  defy  the  law,  but  to  shoot  those  he  wanted  shot  T 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Do  you  suppose  that  state  of  feeling,  that  lawlessness,  that  willingness  to 
follow  their  leaders  on  the  part  of  the  negroes,  had  been  brought  about  by  the  teach- 
ings of  Sturgis  and  Price  f 

Answer.  I  think  so ;  more  especially  by  Price.  I  judge  so  from  the  feeling  that  seemed 
to  grow  upon  them,  especially  after  Price  went  there. 

Question.  Were  your  negroes  ignorant  f  i 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  uneducated.  This  man  Tyler'had  a  limited  education ;  he  was  the 
assistant  teacher  of  a  colored  school  there  with  Mr.  Price. 

Question.  Were  the  most  of  the  negroes  of  that  character  who  would  be  apt  to  follow 
any  leader  who  had  obtained  their  confidence  f 

Ansicer.  I  think  so. 

Qu^tion.  And  you  think  that  Price  had  thatf 

Answer.  I  think  that  Price  had  the  confidence  of  the  colored  people. 

Question.  Have  ^ou  stated  what  was  his  character  in  that  community  T 

Answer.  Well,  sir,  I  do  not  know  particularly ;  from  all  I  could  learn  his  character 
was  bad,   so  far  as  a  bad  influence  over  the  colored  people  was  concerned. 

Question.  Was  that  also  the  general  character  of  Sturgis  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  recently,  not  when  he  first  went  tnere ;  for  when  he  first  went 
there  he  was  a  friend  of  the  colored  man,  and  never  advised  him  to  do  any  thing  wrong 
that  I  know  of. 

Question.  Did  you  state  whether  at  the  time  this  first  shot  was  fired  Tyler  was  in  any 
danger  of  being  struck  by  Brantley,  or  was  the  distance  between  them  so  great  that  he 
could  not  have  been  hit  ? 

Anmcer.  He  could  not  have  been  struck  then,  he  was  too  far  off;  and  besides  the  city 
marshal  had  hold  of  Brantley. 

Question.  Had  Brantley  then  ceased  making  any  effort  to  puisne  him  T 

Ansioer.  The  marshal  testified  that  Brantley  made  no  strenuous  effort  to  get  away 
after  he  got  hold  of  him.  I  looked  that  way  but*  I  could  not  testify  clearly  whether  he 
made  efforts  to  get  away  or  not. 

Question.  Did  you  speak  of  the  fact  of  Kennard  voting  the  democratic  ticket  having 
been  one  of  the  causes  of  the  attack  on  him  by  Price  f 

Answer  That  is  what  ho  told  mo. 
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QuestioiL  What  is  the  rale  there  when  negroes  nndertake  to  vote  the  democratic 
ticket,  as  to  their  treatment  by  their  colored  orethren  f 

Answer,  As  a  general  thing  they  would  treat  them  very  badly. 

Question.  In  what  way  T 

Jnatcer.  They  would  threaten  to  whip  them  or  kill  them,  or  something  of  that  sort. 

Question.  Was  that  common  in  all  cases  where  negroes  voted  the  democratic  ticket  f 

Answer.  1  have  known  one  or  two  colored  men  to  go  up  and  quietly  vote  the  demo- 
cratic ticket,  or  not  so  quietly,  for,  of  course,  there  was  some  excitement ;  but  there 
was  no  violence  attempted  against  them.  They  would  threaten  them  before  they  did 
it  that  they  would  do  so  and  so  to  them,  if  they  did  not  vote  with  their  race. 

Question.  Was  there  any  general  intimidation  exercised  toward  the  colored  men  who 
desired  to  vote  the  democratic  ticket  f 

Answer.  I  thought  ao ;  I  have  had  them  tell  me  that  they  desired  to  vote  that  way, 
but  they  had  been  threatened  that  if  they  did  it  they  would  be  used  badly. 

Question.  So  far  as  your  information  extends,  is  there  any  such  general  organization 
as  the  Ku-Klux  in  that  part  of  Mississippi  f 

Answer.  Not  that  I  know  of;  there  may  be,  but  I  do  not  know  it. 

Question.  From  all  the  information  that  you  have,  do  you  believe  there  is  anything 
more  in  your  part  of  Mississippi  than  men  disguising  themselves  for  the  purpose  of 
committing  particular  acts — an  organization  by  the  men  who  commit  an  act  for  that 
particular  occasion  f 

Answer.  My  idea  about  that  is,  and  has  been  ever  since  they  commenced  it,  that 
these  disguised  bodies  of  men  in  that  section  of  country  are  no  more  nor  less  than 
desperadoes,  reckless  men,  wild  men,  regardless  of  their  own  lives  and  the  lives  of  any 
other  person,  white  or  black :  that  is  the  way  I  have  viewed  it ;  that  they  occupied  no 
position  in  society,  or  anytning  of  that  sort ;  that  they  are  outlaws.  Of  course,  I 
believe  any  man  would  be  an  outlaw  who  would  go  into  such  a  thing.  I  do  not 
believe  that  any  good  citizens  of  that  country  belong  to  any  such  organization,  or 
would  go  into  an  organization  of  that  character. 

Question.  No  more  than  yon  believe  that  the  Ku-Klnx  who  went  with  Price  to  Kn- 
Klux  Kennard  had  any  organization  outside  of  the  men  who  were  engaged  in  that 
transaction  f 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  They  assume  a  disguise  only  for  protection  f 

Answer.  That  has  been  my  idea  about  it. 

Question.  Is  that  your  idea  now  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  that  these  things  are  gotten  up  for  the  particular  instances. 

Question.  What  was  the  character  of  Tyler  and  Clopton  and  the  three  negroes  who 
were  killed ;  what  was  their  general  character  f 

Answer.  They  were  looked  upon  as  very  bad  men— men  who  would  give  bad  ailvice, 
who  would  use  all  their  efforts  to  get  up  a  bad  feeling  between  the  two  races ;  that  is 
what  I  understood  their  character  to  be. 

Question.  You  stated  that  Mayor  Sturgis  and  this  colored  man,  Tyler  and  anothet 
colored  man,  Moore,  I  think,  went  out  of  the  court-room  just  before  the  shooting  began 
there  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  And  they  subsequently  returned ;  did  they  return  together? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  Sir.  Sturgis  did  not  return. 

Question.  Prior  to  Tyler  going  out  with  Stnx^is,  did  you  observe  any  pistol  upon 
himf 

Answer.  No,  sir;  but  I  would  state  that  perhaps  I  could  not  have  observed  it  if  it 
had  been  upon  him ;  before  he  went  out  his  back  was  toward  me. 

(Question.  Was  it  not  a  large  pistol  that  you  observed  on  him  when  he  returned  T 

Ansicer.  I  could  not  tell  what  the  size  was  very  well. 

Question.  Would  it  not  have  shown  itself  through  his  coat  f 

Answer.  It  might  have  done  so,  and  it  might  not ;  a  man  having  on  a  pistol  buckled 
behind  him  in  that  way  can  adjust  his  coat  so  as  not  to  show  it  when  he  sits  up  straight. 

Question.  Did  not  the  sheriff  disarm  Tyler  just  before  the  trial  f 

Answer.  1  think  the  sheriff  testified  that  he  disarmed  him  perhaps  a  short  time  before 
he  went  in  there ;  I  do  not  remember  that  exactly,  but  I  think  that  is  his  testimony. 

By  Mr.  Blair: 

Question.  Was  it  believed  that  Tyler  got  that  pistol  when  he  went  out  with  Stnrgis ; 
that  Sturgis  procured  a  pistol  from  him  f 

Answer.  That  was  the  impression,  that  he  armed  him  when  he  went  out.  Somo  of 
the  witnesses  testified  that  they  saw  no  belt,  or  anything  of  that  sort,  upon  him  before 
he  went  out,  but  saw  it  after  he  returned,  as  I  have  stated. 

By  the  ChairIican  : 
Question.  One  question  about  the  character  of  these  men  who  commit  offenses ;  von 
say  they  are  outlaws,  men  without  position  or  responsibility  in  society.    How  is  that 
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reconciled  in  yonr  cominaQity  with  the  fact  that  the  ivrongs  they  commit  arc  generally 
excused  or  accounted  for  on  the  ground  that  they  are  committed  against  men  who  have 
offended  against  the  law  f  For  instance,  take  Williams,  who  you  say  had  committed 
misdemeanors  in  office. 

Anmcer.  I  understand  that  only  in  this  way :  From  what  I  know  of  the  white  people 
down  there,  I  am  satisfied  that  no  good  citizens — and  I  think  the  most  of  them  are  ^ood 
citizens,  and  want  peace  and  quiet— I  am  satisfied  that  no  good  citizens  would  go  into 
anything  of  the  kind ;  I  do  not  think  anybody  would  do  it  except  outlaws. 

Qnestion,  Is  it  the  practice  in  your  country  for  outlaws  to  take  upon  themselves,  at 
the  risk  of  their  own  lives,  to  punish  other  men  who  have  violated  the  law  T 

Anawer.  It  is  not  very  generally  that  these  things  occur  in  our  immediate  section  of 
country.  But  I  take  it  for  granted  that  when  they  do  occur  the  violators  of  the 
law,  the  peroetrators  of  the  deeds  are  no  more  nor  less  than  outlaws.  I  look  upon 
them  as  such,  and  the  majority  of  the  peonle  look  upon  them  as  such. 

Question,  Well,  if  so,  and  they  visit  people  -who  themselves  are  offenders  against  the 
law,  where  does  the  instigation  of  the  act  come  from  f 

Anmoer.  I  do  not  know,  I  cannot  explain  that. 

By  Mr.  Stevenson  : 

QuesUon,  Pursuing  that  thought,  what  have  these  outlaws,  as  you  suppose  them  to 
be,  to  gain  by  killing  people  and  whipping  people  f 

Answer.  1  do  not  know,  unless  it  be  that  it  is  just  a  reckless  and  lawless  disposition 
among  some  people  down  there.  My  opinion  is  that  these  outrages  are  sometimes 
committed  by  colored  people  as  well  as  by  white  people.  I  cannot  name  any  instance 
where  white  people  have  done  it,  or  where  black  people  have  done  it,  except  in  this 
case  of  Price.  I  believe  it  is  a  little  mixture  of  both  ]  I  think  it  is  bad  men  of  both 
partiea  who  are  engaced  in  these  outrages. 

Qitestion.  What  proht  do  the  outlaws  make  by  these  things  generally  7 

Answer,  I  do  not  know ;  I  cannot  answer  for  the  motives  of  men  who  would  commit 
deeds  of  that  sort. 

Quesiicn,  How  do  they  make  their  living  f 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  who  they  are ;  if  we  knew  who  they  were,  then  they  would 
be  prosecuted  as  outlaws.  I  cannot  tell  you  what  they  do,  for  I  do  not  know  who  they 
are. 

Question.  Where  do  they  get  their  horses  f 

Answer.  1  do  not  know. 

Question.  How  does  it  happen  that  the  people  there  do  not  pursue,  arrest,  and  prose- 
cute such  offenders,  who  are  supposed  to  be  reckless  outlaws  T 

Answer.  Well,  sir,  the  people  down  there,  the  good  citizens,  have  never  been  able,  so 
far  as  I  have  been  able  to  learn,  to  get  any  cltiw  by  which  they  could  be  guided  in  bring- 
ing these  men  topunishment.  For  instance,  this  man  who  I  heard  of  being  killed  at 
Toomsuba,  Joe  Williams,  by  men  in  disguise — or  whether  in  disguise  or  not  I  do  not 
know — that  case  was  not  known  until  the  next  morning.  That  w^as  a  little  scattered 
village  there,  and  after  this  man  was  killed  at  night  it  seems  that  scarcely  anybody 
knew  it  until  these  men  had  time  to  get  away. 

Question.  Was  there  any  pursuit  m£ule  f 

Answer.  Not  that  I  know  of. 

Question.  Was  there  any  attempt  made  to  follow  their  tracks  f 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  that  there  was. 

Question.  Have  you  heard  of  any  pursuit  being  made  in  any  of  these  cases  f 

Answer.  I  never  have. 

Question.  Except  this  transaction  of  Price  f 

Answer.  There  was  no  pursuit  made  in  that  case ;  he  was  there  in  the  place,  he  did 
not  flee. 

Question.  In  regard  to  this  riot,  how  many  shots  do  you  suppose  were  fired  f 

Answer.  1  thiuK  there  must  have  been — though  I  was  excited,  as  I  have  stated 
already — after  the  firing  commenced,  I  have  supposed  that  there  were  about  twenty 
or  thirty  aihots  altogether. 

Question.  Was  the  firing  all  at  once,  in  a  volley  f 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  How  long  did  the  firing  lastf 

Answer.  A  very  short  time ;  I  do  not  know  how  long. 

Question.  Was  it  over  directly? 

Ansicer.  In  a  very  short  time. 

Question.  How  many  jiersons  do  you  suppose  fired  f 

Answer.  I  do  not  know. 

Question.  Judging  from  the  rapidity  of  the  fire  and  the  number  of  the  shots,  how 
many  persons  do  you  suppose  fired  ? 

Answer.  It  would  be  impossible  for  me  to  make  even  a  supposition  about  that,  becauan 
the  firing  was  going  on  all  around  over  the  court-house. 

Question.  It  was  all  over  the  court-house  f 
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Answer.  Yes,  sir,  and  popping  about  in  that  way,  I  conid  not  tell. 

Question,  The  shots  were  scattered  about  all  over  the  court-room  T 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Has  anybody  confessed  that  ho  fired  a  pistol  there  f 

Answer.  1  have  never  heard  a  man  confess  it. 

Qt^tion.  Nobody  has  admitted  any  such  thing  f 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  You  never  have  heard  of  anybody  having  admitted  it  T 

Answer.  I  have  not  heard  of  it. 

Question,  Has  anybody  said  that  anybody  else  fired  a  pistol  there  f 

Answer.  I  heard  one  man  say  that  he  was  shot  at,  but  he  did  not  know  who  it  was ; 
he  could  not  identify  the  man. 

Question,  And.  so  ficyr  as  you  know,  nobody  has  said  that  anybody  else  fired  a  pistol 
there  except  Tyler. 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question,  How  do  you  account  for  the  fact  that  in  a  crowded  room  like  that  so  many 
shots  could  be  fired  in  all  parts  of  the  room,  and  nobody  would  be  willing  to  t«ll  that 
he  himself  had  fired  a  shot,  or  that  anybody  else  had  fired  oneY 

Answer.  I  cannot  account  for  it  only  in  this  way,  that  when  that  promiscuous  firing 
commenced— for  when  the  first  pistol  was  fired  it  was  followed  almost  instantly  by  a 
promiscuous  firing  by  twenty  or  thirty  people— if  all  the  balance  were  like  me,  except 
those  who  participated  in  it,  they  were  frightened  and  excited.  That  is  my  reason  for 
saying  that  I  am  not  able  to  say  that  any  particular  person  fired  a  pistol ;  I  did  not  see 
anybSiy  fire  a  pistol. 

Question.  You  were  not  in  the  crowd  who  were  firing  f 

Anstcer.  1  was  in  the  court-room. 

Question.  Were  you  not  back  on  the  benches  from  which  the  main  part  of  the 
shots  came  T 

Answer.  No,  sir.  . 

Question.  Do  you  suppose  it  possible  that  that  firing  could  have  been  done  bv  people 
all  through  the  crowd,  and  the  people  in  the  crowd  not  know  anybody  who  did  it? 

Answer.  Well,  sir,  as  I  said  before  to  the  Chairman,  it  was  something  rather  remark- 
able ;  I  must  say  it,  although  it  is  so  with  me  too. 

Question.  Can  you  account  for  it  in  any  other  way  except  by  supposing  that  those 
who  were  in  the  body  of  the  crowd  and  did  sec  the  firing,  suppressed  the  fact  f 

Answer.  In  the  crowd  T 

Question.  Yes. 

Answer.  It  may  be  the  disposition  of  some  to  suppress  it,  but  it  was  not  my  disposi- 
tion. 

Question.  Of  course  not. 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  that  any  disposition  of  that  sort  prevailed  in  the  crowd ;  if 
there  was,  I  do  not  know  it. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question.  Would  not  the  fact  that  you  were  not  in  the  crowd  have  enabled  you  better 
to  see  who  fir^d  the  shots  than  those  who  were  in  the  crowd  from  which  those  shots 
were  fired  T 

Angicer.  I  do  not  know  whether  it  would  or  not ;  if  I  could  stand  off  and  be  perfectly 
cool  and  calm,  I  might  tell  who  fired  the  pistols ;  but  I  was  in  the  midst  of  pistol-firing 
all  around  me. 

By  Mr.  Stevenson  : 

Question.  You  were  looking  out  for  the  balls  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  not  taking  any  part  in  it  except  that  of  a  looker-on,  and  not  much 
of  that.    I  cannot  say  who  did  it. 

Question.  What  is  the  state  of  feeling  there  generally  among  the  people ;  what  is 
their  sympathy  when  a  colored  man  is  injured  by  a  white  man  T 

Answer.  When  anything  of  that  sort  is  done  the  majority  condemn  it  in  the  severest 
terms. 

Question.  What  do  they  do  T 

Answer.  They  do  not  do  anything ;  individuals  cannot  db  anything ;  I  do  not  know 
anything  that  has  been  done  particularly,  except  in  the  matters  connected  with  the 
riot. 

Question.  And  in  that  case  they  shot  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  And  when  one  colored  man  was  killed,  they  killed  some  more.  What  did 
you  do  when  this  man  Clopton  was  tumbled  over  the  veranda  there  Y  You  saw  the 
men  up-staixsT 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 
-  Question.  Yon  had  been  appointed  the  chairman  of  the  committee  of  safety  f 
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Jnsiter,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Did  yon  go  up  to  see  who  those  men  were  f 

Anmver,  No,  sir,  I  did  not. 

Question,  Why  did  you  not  T 

Answer,  I  do  not  know  that  it  was  part  of  my  duty  to  go  up  there. 

Question.  You  did  not  conceive  it  to  be  your  duty  to  go  up  there  T 

Answer.  The  sheriff  was  there,  the  deputy  sheriff  was  there. 

Question.  Where  were  they  f 

Answer.  Out  on  the  streets. 

Question,  Did  they  see  the  same  thing  f 

Anstver.  I  do  not  know  whether  they  saw  it  or  not.  • 

Question.  Were  they  in  front  there  t 

Ansteer.  They  were  there,  and  a  large  crowd  was  there. 

Question.  Did  anybody  go  up-stairs  7 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  that  anybody  did. 

Question,  Did  you  endeavor  to  get  anybody  to  go  up-stairs  f 

Answer.  I  did  not*. 

Question.  Were  you  afraid  to  go  up  alone  f 

Answer.  It  did  not  occur  to  me. 

Question,  It  did  not  occur  to  you  to  go  up  there  and  see  who  threw  that  man  off  the 
veranda  f 

Answer.  Not  being  an  officer  of  the  county,  and  the  officers  being  there,  I  did  not 
conceive  it  to  be  my  duty  to  go  up  there.  The  first  thing  that  occurred  to  me  when  it 
was  done,  was  to  find  out  who  it  was  who  fell  from  the  veranda.  I  thought  it  a  very 
great  outrage,  shocking,  horrible  to  see;  I  so  conceived  and  viewed  it.     • 

Question.  Did  you  st^  sot 

Answer,  I  did,  ^ 

Question.  To  whom  f 

Ansiter,  To  a  number  of  persons. 

Question.  At  the  moment  f 

Answer.  At  the  moment. 

Question,  Did  anybody  go  up  there  f 

Answer.  I  do  not  know. 

Question,  Did  you  endeSivor  to  get  anybody  to  go  up  t 

Answ'cr.  I  did  not.  A  physiciau  went  there  and  examined  him,  and  when  he  came 
out  I  was  standing  there  waiting  to  see  him  about  it. 

Question.  What  was  done  with  that  man  afterward  f 

Answer,  1  understood  he  was  carried  back  into  the  sheriff's  office,  and  that  his  throat 
was  cut.  ^ 

Question.  Did  you  understand  who  did  thatT 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  did  not.  I  was  not  in  town  that  night,  and  have  never  been  able 
to  learn. 

Question.  How  long  have  you  lived  in  Meridian  ? 

Ansicer.  A  little  over  three  years. 

Question,  Were  yon  not  there  during  the  war  f 

Anstrer.  I  was  at  Marion,  about  seven  miles  above  there. 

^«e»/ian.  In  the  same  county? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Were  you  in  the  wart 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  In  what  capacity  t 

Antfwer.  As  lieutenant  colonel  part  of  the  time. 

Question.  In  which  army  t 

Antneer.  The  army  of  North  Virginia. 

Q%iestion.  On  which  sidet 

Answer,  The  confederate  side,  the  southern  side,  or  the  rebel  side. 

Question.  Has  there  been  any  change  since  the  war  closed  in  the  sentiment  of  the 
people  there  toward  the  Government  f 

Anstcer.  I  think  so. 

Question.  What  is  the  general  tone  of  sentiment  there  t 

Answer.  W^ell,  sir,  so  far  as  I  know  and  believe,  it  is  that  the  great  minority  of  the 
white  people  are  willing  to  render  perfect  obedience  to  the  Constitution  and  the  laws 
as  enacted  by  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  and  by  the  State  government. 
Question.  The  Constitntiou  as  it  is  t 

Answer.  The  Constitution  as  it  is. 

Question,  Including  all  the  amendments  t 

Ansxcer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  You  take  a  new  departure  t 

Answer.  We  take  it  as  an  accomplished  fact. 

Question,  Were  you  in  the  first  legislature  after  the  war  f 
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Answer,  No,  sir ;  I  have  never  been  a  member  of  the  legislature. 

Question,  Who  is  regarded,  down  there  in  Mississippi,  as  the  democratic  leader?    I 
believe  that  is  Jeff  Davis's  State. 

Ansicer,  Yes,  sir;  but  he  is  not  regarded  as  leader. 

Question.  Do  the  democracy  still  adhere  to  him  Y 

Answer.  They  do  not ;  they  do  not  approve  of  his  conduct  in  all  things. 

Question.  He  was  popular  before  the  war  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  and  during  the  war. 

Question.  And  immediately  after  the  war  T 

Answei\  Of  course  their  sympathies  were  with  him,  but  they  do  not  look  to  him  aa  a 
leader  f  • 

Question,  They  do  not  T 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  think  not. 

Question.  Was  he  not  the  most  popular  citizen  you  had  there  at  the  close  of  the  warT 

Answer.  Perhaps  he  was. 

Question.  Do  yon  remember  an  address  to  the  President  of  the  United  States  which 
the  legislature  of  Mississippi  issued  at  that  time  T 

Answer.  I  remember  something  about  it,  but  I  do  not  remember  the  language  of  the 
address. 

Question.  The  legislature  did  issue  an  address  Y 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  it  is  my  recollection  that  they  did. 

Mr.  Stevenson.  I  wish  to  introduce  now  this  paper,  a  copy  of  the  address  of  the 
legislature  of  Mississippi  to  President  Johnson. 

Mr.  Blair.  I  object  to  it ;  it  has  about  as  much  to  do  with  this  investigation  as  the 
•case  which  I  made  the  other  day  against  Mr.  Wallace  selling  negroes  int<>  slavery. 

Mr.  Stevenson.  I  want  to  introduce  the  address  of  the  legisrature  of  Mississippi  to 
the  then  President  of  the  United  States,  approved  November  8, 1865,  and  entitled  a 
memorial  to  the  President  of  the  United  States  in  behalf  of  Jefferson  Davis.  I  also 
wish  to  introduce  an  act  of  the  legislature,  passed  at  a  subsequent  time,  to  appropriate 
$20,000  for  the  defense  of  Mr.  Jefferson  Davis.  I  offer  these  documents  in  order  to  show 
the  sentiment  of  the  white  people  of  the  State  of  Mississippi  at  that  time  toward  the 
•chief  rebel^  and  as  bearing  on  the  testimony  of  this  witness,  who  says  that  that  aenti- 
ment  has  since  been  modified.  • 

Mr.  Beck.  I  endeavored  the  other  day  to  introduce  some  documents  in  regard  to 
John  B.  Callis,  of  Alabama.  If  this  is  offered,  I  will  call  the  yeas  and  nays  on  it,  in 
Older  to  see  how  much  of  that  sort  of  thing  is  going  to  be  done. 

The  Chairman,  (Mr.  Poland.)  Is  it  proposed  to  prove  by  this  witness  the  iact  that 
such  an  address  was  issued  by  the  legislature  and  such  a  law  was  enacted  f 

Mr.  Stevenson.  The  witness  fias  said  already  that  he  knew  of  such  an  addreaa  being 
issued.  I  want  to  introduce  an  authentic  copy  of  that  address,' as  reflecting  upon  the 
testimony  of  this  witness,  showing  what  the  state  of  feeling  then  was,  which  ne  says 
has  now  been  changed. 

Mr.  Pool.  I  would  raise  the  question  whether  that  is  germane  to  the  iuvestif^tion 
with  which  we  are  charged f 

The  Chairman,  (Mr.  Poland.)  It  does  not  seem  to  me  that  it  is  within  the  scope  of 
.our  inquiry.  And  more  th^n  that,  if  these  documents  are  found  to  be  in  any  way  ma- 
terial for  the  committee  to  use  in  making  up  their  reports,  the  oflBcial  documents  pub- 
lished by  authority  are  the  proof  of  that  fact.  I  do  not  think  we  have  any  occasion  at 
.all  to  have  them  put  in  here  at  this  point 

Mr.  Stevenson.  I  will  not  press  my  motion  against  the  judgment  of  the  chairman; 

The  Chairman,  (Mr.  Poland.)  These  documents  are  in  proof  in  such  a  way  that  the 
•committee  are  cognizant  of  them,  if  they  see  fit  to  use  them. 

Mr.  Stevenson.  In  order  that  my  motion  may  be  understood,  I  wiU  say  that  the 
address  to  which  I  refer  will  be  found  on  page  280  of  the  acts  of  the  legislature  of  Mis- 
sissippi of  18G5 ;  and  the  act  of  appropriation  will  be  found  on  page  422  of  the  acts  of 
1866  and  1867. 

Mr.  Pool.  If  this  witness  had  been  a  member  of  the  legislature  that  passed  these 
acts,  it  might,  in  some  view,  have  been  proper  to  introduce  them. 

By  Mr.  Stevenson: 

Question.  Did  you  approve  of  these  acts  when  they  were  adopted  f 

Answer.  1  womd  inquire  what  is  the  substance  of  them  f 

Questi<m.  The  memorial  prays  for  the  release  of  Jefferson  Davis  from  imprisonment. 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  approved  of  that. 

Question.  Had  it  the  universal  approval  of  the  white  people  of  Mississippi  at  that 
time  f 

Answer.  I  think  so. 

Question.  The  act  appropriates  $20,000  for  the  defense  of  Mr.  Jefferson  Davis.  Did 
you  approve  of  that  Y 

Answer.  Yes.  sin     approved  of  that. 
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Mr.  Stevenson.  I  again  offer  these  docnments  as  bearing  upon  the  opinions  of  this 
witness. 

The  Chairman,  (Mr.  Poland.)  I  do  not  think  there  is  any  occasion  to  put  them 
in  as  a  part  of  the  evidence  before  the  committee. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Queaiian.  Do  you  not  know,  as  a  part  of  the  history  of  the  country,  that  Mr.  Greeley, 
and  many  other  persons  supposed  to  be  good  republicans,  were  very^  anxious  for  the 
release  of  Mr.  Davis  T 

Ansurer.  I  was  so  informed  at  the  time. 

Mr.  Stevenson.  I  ask  a  vote  on  my  motion  to  introduce  these  document. 

The  Chairman,  (Mr.  Poland.)  As  to  the  admissibility  of  that  statute  and  that 
address  as  evidence  f 

Mr.  Stevenson.  The  witness  having  said  that  he  approved  those  acts,  I  offer  them 
as  affecting  the  opinions  of  this  witness. 

Mr.  Pool.  Does  the  witness  know  that  the  legislature  of  Mississippi  did  pass 
Bueh  actsf 

Mr.  Stevenson.  He  has  said  so. 

The  Chairman,  (Mr.  Poland.)  It  does  not  seem  to  me  that  this  species  of  inquiry 
has  any  bearing,  really,  upon  the  investigation  which  this  committee  is  set  to  make. 
We  are  directed  to  ascertam  what  is  the  present  condition  of  the  country  there  ;  whether 
the  laws  are  executed,  and,  if  they  are  not  executed,  it  is  prosier  for  us  to  inquire  into 
the  reasons  why.  But  to  go  back  five  or  six  years,  and  inquire  into  what  the  legislature 
did  upon  the  subjects  referred  to  in  this  act  and  this  address,  I  think  is  not  at  all  [>er- 
tinent  to  our  inquiry.  But  the  question  is.  Shall  the  Judgment  of  the  Chair  stand  as 
the  judgment  of  the  committee  t 

Mr.  Stevenson.  K  the  question  is  to  be  put  in  that  way,  I  will  not  demand  a  vote. 

By  Mr.  Coburn  : 

Question,  In  relation  to  the  teachings  of ^turgis  and  Price,  of  which  you  have  spoken, 
I  want  to  know  something  about  the  condition  of  society  there  before  that  time — be- 
fore they  taught  the  people,  as  you  say,  to  hate  the  white  folks. 

An9wei\  I  think  that,  as  a  general  thing,  the  white  people  and  the  colored  peoi>le 
were  getting  along  very  finely,  and  seemed  to  be  npou  verj-  amicable  teruis ;  there 
were  quiet  and  peace  in  that  immediate  section.  It  is  true  there  might  have  been 
some  little  personal  altercations  and  difficulties  between  white  men  and  colored  men. 

Question.  Was  there  a  feeling  of  love  on  the  part  of  the  white  man  toward  the 
negro  f 

An^tcer.  A  feeling  of  love  T 

Qaeatian,  Did  they  love  them  f 

Ansicer,  I  think  they  felt  an  attachment  to  them ;  I  do  not  know  that  they  had  love 
for  any  particular  colored  man. 

Question.  Is  it  not  rather  a  feeling  of  fear  that  has  possessed  the  colored  people  from 
the  time  of  slavery  downf 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question,  Was  it  not  the  idea  that  these  negroes  were  assuming  a  condition  of  inde- 
pendeuce  that  alarmed  the  white  people  there,  as  you  say  Y 

Answer.  1  think  not.  Having  been  with  them  a  great  deal,  I  know  the  colored  peo- 
ple generally  felt  attached  to  tneir  old  owners,  in  whose  families  they  were  raised. 

Question.  That  is  not  the  point.  I  am  asking  about  the  condition  of  society  gener- 
ally, and  not  in  that  particular  community.  I  want  to  know  if  the  feeling  of  the  black 
man  toward  the  white^nan  heretofore  has  not  been  somewhat  that  of  fear  and  dread, 
and  the  feeling  of  the  white  man  toward  the  negro  a  feeling  of  superiority,  of  com- 
niand,  of  authority,  and  if  the  feeling  does  not  continne  yet,  to  some  extent,  with  both 
the  whites  and  the  blacks  f 

Ansicer.  1  believe  this :  that  the  colored  man  feels  his  inferiority,  and  that  the  white 
man  feels  his  superiority ;  and  tlie  one  feeling  his  superiority  and  the  other  his  inferi- 
ority, it  would  have  more  or  less  infiuence  upon  them,  that  is,  so  far  as  fear  and  awe 
are  concerned.  But  I  wonld  state,  in  the  same  connection,  that,  as  a  general  thine, 
the  colored  people  down  there  feel  an  attachment  for  the  southern  white  men  witli 
whom  they  nave  been  raised ;  and,  had  it  not  been  for  the  teaching  of  these  persons 
we  have  spoken  of,  and  their  efforts  to  alienate  them  from  the  white  jwople,  they 
would  still  be  attached  to  them ;  and  there  are  some  still  attached  to  them  in  that  way. 

Question.  Yon  think  the  feeling  of  the  negroes  toward  the  whites,  in  that  community, 
was  different  before  this  riot  than  in  most  of  the  communities  through  the  South? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  my  experience  is  that  there  was  a  feeling  of  attachment  on  the  part 
of  the  colored  man  to  the  white  man,  all  over  the  Southern  States,  until  he  was  taught 
differently. 

Question.  You  said  the  colored  people  did  not  help  as  much  in  putting  out  the  Stur- 
gis  fire  as  they  had  formerly  done  T 
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Ansicer,  No,  sir.  • 

Question.  How  much  help  did  they  use  to  give ;  did  they  do  the  chief  part  of  the 
work  T 

Anncer,  A  ^eat  deal;  they  helped  tear  down  the  huildings  and  put  out  the  fire. 

QnesiUm,  Did  they  do  most  of  the  work  Y 

Jnstcer.  No,  sir ;  they  worked  together  with  the  white  men. 

Question.  Did  they  uot  work  with  the  white  men  in  the  case  of  the  Sturgis  firef 

Answer.  No,  sir;  they  kept  away,  in  some  instances. 

Question.  Was  tjiere  not  a  large  number  of  negroes  working  at  that  firef 

Answer.  I  was  informe<l  that  there  was  not,  compared  with  the  number  who  had 
helped  at  previous  fires ;  I  was  uot  there  myself. 

Question.  Was  that  a  cause  of  irritation  f 

Answer.  With  the  whites  Y 

Question.  Yes, 

Answer.  No,  I  do  not  think  it  was ;  they  thought  it  strange  and  wrong.  And  then 
those  guns  were  fired. 

Question.  Was  any  white  man  hit  during  the  firef 

Ansiver.  I  think  there  were  two  men  struck  iu  going  home. 

Qnestion.  Who  were  they  f 

Answer.  One  was  named  Ray  and  the  other  was  named  Mclnnis. 

Qnestion.  Do  you  know  who  shot  them  f 

Answer.  I  do  not. 

Question.  Where  were  they  shot  1 

Answer.  One  was  shot  across  on  the  neck,  and  the  other  on  the  arm,  perhaps. 

Question.  W^ere  they  wounded  seriously  f 

Answer.  No,  sir,  not  much ;  it  seemed  to  be  a  shot-gun  that  was  fired,  and  the  shot 
scattered  and  struck  around  them. 

Question.  You  say  that  during  the  fire  Clopton  took  oiF  some  of  Sturgis's  goods,  bat 
the  goods  of  no  one  else  f 

Ansxcer.  Yes,  sir;  so  it  was  said. 

Question.  He  was  arrested  ;  what  was  he  afrested  for  Y 

Anstcer.  For  his  talk  abo^t  there,  for  saying  that  it  was  a  white  man's  fire,  aad  if 
they  wanted  war,  let  them  have  it. 

Question.  You  say  you  were  chairman  of  the  committee  of  safety,  and  consulted  with 
the  sherifi'  for  the  purpose  of  getting  quiet  and  orderly  men  to  act  as  deputies  and  keep 
the  peace  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Who  were  on  that  committee  Y 

Answer.  John  McKinzin,  Samuel  J.  Randall,  R.  F.  Hueston,  and  myself. 

Question.  What  were  the  politics  of  those  men  ? 

Answer.  They  were  democrats. 

Quetition.  Were  there  any  colored  men  qn  that  committee  f 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Where  did  this  committee  act  T 

Answer.  Well,  sir,  we  had  no  time  to  act  before  this  riot  took  place;  we  were  ap- 
4|)()inted  in  the  forenoon,  late  in  the  forenoon. 

Question.  At  what  time  T 

Answer.  I  do  uot  know ;  perhaps  between  10  and  11  o'clock,  and  this  occurrence  took 
place  in-  the  afternoon.  , 

Question.  Had  you  any  meeting  of  the  committee  f 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Qnestion.  You  had  no  time  for  that  1  ^ 

Anstcer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Did  you  have  a  meeting  after  the  occurrence  of  the  riot  f 

Ansiver.  No,  sir,  we  did  not. 

Question.  Why  did  you  not  have  one  on  that  day  f 

Answer.  This  riot  occurred  in  the  afternoon ;  it  was  all  confusion  over  the  town  dur- 
ing the  balance  of  the  evening,  until  I  left  and  went  home.  Perhaps  it  was  the  next 
day  we  had  this  meeting ;  I  am  not  certain  as  to  the  particular  time.  We  had  no  par- 
ticnlar  meeting  with  ourselves ;  we  met  with  the  sheriff  when  we  met  at  all,  and  asked 
him  if  ho  wanted  any  assistance. 

Question.  Did  you  not  think  it  was  a  good  occasion  on  that  evening  for  the  committee 
to  meet  ? 

Answer.  It  was  all  excitement,  and  everything  goine  so  fast  we  did  not  have  time  to 
meet.  I  could  not  have  cot  my  mind  to  have  thought  of  calling  a  meeting  together 
in  all  that  excitement  and  confusion. 

(Question.  You  have  spoken  about  the  sheriff  and  you  consulting  together  to  pit  tect 
the  town  and  getting  out  patrols. 
A  nswer.  Yes,  sir ;  to  restore  quiet  and  peaCe. 
Question.  When  was  that? 
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Angtcer.  Tliat  was  on  Monday  eveuing  after  the  riot  had  occnrred,  and  after  I  heard 
the  firing  of  thoeo  ffiins,  np  abont  thin  place  where  Tyler  was  supposed  to  have  gone^ 
in  that  direction ;  I  had  not  seen  him  after  he  left  the  court-room ;  never  had  got  any 
siglit  of  him  again.  But  after  that  firing  I  went  to  the  depnty  sheriff  and  said,  "  Now, 
if  you  want  anv  man  to  assist  you  in  restoring  order  and  quiet,  and  to  protect  the 
town  against  tuese  colored  people,  if  they  come  down  in  a  body,  armed,  from  their 
church,  just  name  to  me  the  men  you  want,  or  rather  go  and  select  such  as  you  want, 
and  they  will  serve  you  cheerfiilly,  for  I  suppose  they  will  do  whatever  you  ask  them 
to  do  in  restoring  quiet  and  peace." 

Quation,  This>  protecting  the  town  that  you  0peak  of  was  protecting  the  white 
people  I 

An»vrer.  It  was  protecting  the  town ;  there  were  colored  people  on  the  streets  at  that 
time  who  were  not  interfered  with. 

Question.  Did  you  do  anything  to  protect  the  negroes  t 

Angkccr,  Those  men  w^ho  had  participated  in  the  riot  had  gone  up  the  hill  in  the 
direction  of  the  church. 

Quntitm.  My  jioint  is  this :  was  not  this  matter  of  protection  a  protection  to  the 
white  people  alone  T 

Ansvper,  I  did  not  so  regard  it.  * 

Question,  Were  not  the  negroes  disarmed  a  day  or  two  before  that  f 

Anmrer.  I  do  not  know. 

QueBtion.  Did  you  not  hear  such  a  report  in  circulation  f 

AnBioer,  I  heard  so ;  but  I  understood  that  the  sheriff  emphatically  denied  it ;  that 
when  he  gave  an  order  to  disarm  persons  it  was  to  disarm  white  and  black. 

Question.  Did  not  they  disarm  a  great  many  of  the  negroes  before  that  ? 

Answer.  I  understood,  that  there  were  some  arms  taken  away  from  them  during  the 
uight. 

Question.  You  say  that  Lee  was  disarmed  T 

Answer,  I  suppose  so ;  he  was  taken  in  custody. 

Question.  Had  the  committee  of  safety  any  apprehension  in  regard  to  the  safety  of 
those  men  who  were  arrested  that  night  ? 

Ansicer.  I  was  not  aware  those  men  were  arrested  nnty  the  next  day ;  I  was  not  in 
town  that  night. 

Question.  As  you  were  the  chairman  of  the  committee  of  safety,  did  you  not  feel  it 
your  duty  to  remain  in  town  T 

Answer.  I  had  a  family  a  mile  and  a  half  from  there,  and  I  thought  too  much  of  tlie 
safety  of  my  family  to  remain  away  from  them. 

Question.  Did  you  think  they  were  in  danger  ? 

Answer.  I  was  not  willing  under  any  circumstances  whatever  to  be  absent  ttom.  them 
during  the  night,  not  under  any  circumstances. 

Question.  Has  that  state  of  alarm  continued  with  you  t 

Answer,  No,  sir. 

Question  It  was  just  at  that  time  T 

Answer.  Everything  is  perfectly  quiet  at  Meridian  now,  so  far  as  I  know,  and  in  that 
vhole  section  of  country,  so  far  as  I  know. 

Question.  Did  any  of  the  other  members  of  the  committee  of  safety  do  anything  that% 
night  T 

Answer.  If  they  did  they  never  informed  me  of  it. 

Question.  Was  any  effort  made  to  prevent  the  burning  of  the  colored  church  or  of 
Moore^s  house  t 

Answer.  They  were  bnmed  the  night  following  the  riot.  I  went  out  home  about 
snndown,  and  got  thereabout  dark — a  little  before,  perhaps — and  did  not  return  to  town 
until  the  next  morning  Whether  that  committee  acted  or  not  before  the  next  day  1 
am  not  able  to  say. 

Question.  You  never  heard  of  their  doing  anything  f 

Answer.  No,  sir;  it  is  very  probable  that  they  did  not  know  anything  about  the 
arrest  of  these  men. 

Question.  You  spcike  of  fnmishing  the  sheriff  with  any  number  of  armed  men  that 
were  necessary  that  Monday  evening  f 

Anewer.  Not  armed  men — that  was  not  the  proposition. 

Question.  What  was  the  proposition  f 

Answer.  It  was  this :  That  if  he  needed  any  depnty  sheriffs  or  special  police  to  restore 
qniet  and  order,  and  to  protect  the  town  from  any  incursion  that  might  be  made  by 
those  men  who  had  gone  in  the  direction  of  the  church,  where  their  arms  were  said  to 
l>e  stored,  any  of  the  good  citizens  there  would  aid  him  in  doing  it,  and  I  told  hint  he 
hail  better  deputize  them. 

Question.  Did  it  not  occur  to  you  that,  in  order  to  keep  the  peace  there,  it  would  be 
proper  to  have  some  colored  men  on  the  committee  to  act  with  you,  in  order  to  keep 
the  colored  people  quiet  as  well  as  the  white  people^  7 

Answer.  I  do  not  know ;  perhaps  it  might  have  been  better,  but  there  were  very  few 
about  the  streets ;  almost  the  whole  population  you  could  see  on  the  streets  were  white. 
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Question,  Had  aome  good  colored  men  been  appointed  on  that  committee  at  the  time 
the  committee  was  appointed,  would  it  not  have  been  a  wise  and  politic  thing  f 

Answer.  Perhaps  it  wonld ;  but  there  were  none  in  attendance  at  our  meeting. 

Question,  No  colored  men  attended  the  meeting  f 

Ansicer,  Very  few ;  not  more  than  three  or  four. 

Question.  You  say  a  committee  wds  appomted  to  investigate  the  origin  of  the  fires. 
Who  were  on  that  committee  Y 

Ansiter.  I  think  S.  A.  D.  Steele  was  one  of  them ;  the  others  I  do  not  remember. 

Question.  Were  the  names  of  that  committee  published  in  the  newspaper  t 

Answer.  I  think  they  were,  as  weU  as  the  resolutions. 

Question.  Do  you  know  whether  there  were  any  negroes  on  the  committee  to  investi- 
gate into  the  origin  of  the  fires  T        ' 

Ansictr.  I  think  not ;  I  do  not  think  there  were  any  negroes  on  any  committee  at  alL 

Question.  Was  that  committee  also  composed  of  democrats! 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  whether  thev  were  all  democrats  or  not ;  I  do  not  remember 
who  were  on  that  committee,  except  the  man  Steele.  He  is  the  only  one  I  do  remem- 
ber, but  I  remember  him  from  the  fact  that  his  office  adjoins  mine,  and  I  remember 
that  a  meetiug  of  the  committee  was  called  at  his  office. 

Question.  You  were  not  on  that  committee  f 

Answer.  No,  sir.  There  was  a  committee,  which  Mr.  Smith  was  on,  appointed  to  wait 
upon  Governor  Alcorn. 

Question.  Did  you  learn  from  any  reliable  authority  how  many  men  seized  those  three 
colored  men  and  murdered  them  f 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  What  did  the  guards  say  about  it  f 

Answer.  They  could  not  find  out  who  were  the  guards — however,  I  am  mistaken  about 
that ;  there  was  one  of  the  guards  introduced,  but  he  is  a  man  I  never  saw  beiore  tb^re 
in  my  life. 

Question.  Was  he  appointed  by  the  sheriff  T 

Answer.  It  seems  so. 

Question.  Where  did  he  belong  T 

Anstcer.  He  said  he  had  been  there  several  weeks. 

Question.  Do  you  know  wllat  his  name  is  f 

Answer.  It  is  given  in  the  testimony  taken  before  Judge  Leachman. 

Question.  Is  he  there  now  f 

Anstcer. .  I  think  I  saw  him  there  a  short  time  since.  He  said  that  the  men  who  came 
in — ^he  did  not  state  the  number  that  I  recollect  of— were  strangers  to  him ;  and,  la 
fact,  he  seemed  to  be  a  stranger  in  town  himself. 

Question.  Did  not  the  sheriff  know  who  were  the  men  he  had  set  as  guards  over  these 
colored  men  after  they  were  arrested  t 

Answer.  He  says  not  in  his  testimony,  I  think ;  he  says  that  he  left  them  in  posses- 
sion of  his  deputy. 

Question.  Did  his  deputy  know  who  they  were  f 

Answer.  It  seems  not ;  some  of  them  had  gone  to  supper,  all  but  one,  and  left  them 
in  charge  of  men  who  were  not  officers,  and  they  were  taken  out  at  that  time. 

^  By  Mr.  Blair: 

Question.  Was  the  sheriff  a  republican  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Was  the  deputy  sheriff  a  republican  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  so  considered  and  regarded  there.  ^  * 

By  Mr.  Coburn  ; 

Question.  Are  they  now  republicans  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  At  what  time  of  night  were  these  men  murdered  T 

Ansicer.  As  I  stated  before,  I  do  not  know. 

Question.  What  was  your  infommtiou  Y 

Anmcer.  It  mnst  have  been  after  midnight  perhaps,  from  what  I  learned;  I  do  not 
remember  hearing  of  any  particular  time.  I  think  the  testimony  of  the  deputy  sheritf, 
or  the  sheriff  himself,  shows  that  he  left  and  went  to  supper  about  eleven  o'clock,  and 
it  must  have  been  after  that.  It  may  be  that  I  got  the  impression  from  his  testimony 
that  it  must  have  been  after  midnight. 

Question.  Is  it  understood  that  a  large  number  of  men,  or  a  small  number  of  men, 
came  there  and  seized  them  T 

Answer.  It  is  nndei  stood  that  a  number  of  men  seized  them ;  1  do  not  know  whether 
it  is  understood  that  it  was  a  laxi^e  number  or  a  small  number,  because  there  is  not 
enough  known  about  it  by  the  citizens  of  that  place  to  enable  them  to  judge. 

Question.  You  say  it  is  not  known  whether  the  guard  ^was  overpowered,  or  whether 
they  merely  betrayed  the  prisoners,  or  what  was  done  f 
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Ajunter.  No,  sir,  I  do  uot ;  bat  jud^ng  from  the  testimony  of  tlie  sheriff,  or  the  dep- 
'  nty  slieritf,  they  mast  have  been  overpowered,  because  I  think  he  states  there  that  the 
doors  were  battered  dow^n.    I  know  that  one  of  the  doors  was  battered  down ;  I  think 
tiie  prisoners  were  perhaps  in  that  office,  but  I  am  not  positive  about  that. 

By  Mr.  Pool: 

Queation,  You  say  that,  at  the  time  Williams  was  murdered,  they  impressed  a  black 
man  to  go  and  show  them  where  he  lived  f 

Anstcer,  So  I  heard;  I  suppose  they  impressed  him  into  the  service. 

Question,  Would  that  indicate  that  the  parties  who  committed  that  crime  were 
strangers  in  that  locality  f 

Jnnnr.  Yes,  sir ;  that  was  the  first  idea  that  struck  me. 

Question.  Tliis  man  Williams  was  a  magistrate  f 

Anstcer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  And  his  locality  was  well  known  to  the  community  there  f 

AnsKer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  And  that  would  indicate  that  his  murder  was  committed  by  strangers  f 

Ansurei',  Yes. 

Question,  If  his  being  obnoxious  to  that  community  was  the  cause  of  his  being  mur- 
dered, how  do  you  account  for  strangers  coming  there  to  kill  him  f 

Anstrer,  I  cannot  account  for  it  at  all ;  I  cannot  account  for  the  killing  at  all. 

Question,  It  has  been  given  in  evidence  before  us  that  the  supposition  or  understand- 
iug  is  tliat  this  Ku-Klux  organization  has  camps  in  different  localities,  and  that  when 
a  camp  in  a  certain  locality  makes  a  decree  against  some  one  living  in  that  locality, 
the  decree  is  to  be  executed  by  their  confederates  belonging  to  some  camp  in  a  differ- 
ent locality.  Would  not  the  circumstances  indicate  that  such  was  the  proceeding  in 
this  case  of  Williams  f 

Ansirer,  I  do  not  know ;  if  there  is  any  such  organization,  I  do  not  know  its  work- 
ings ;  I  do  not  know  how  they  manage  these  things.  It  has  been  a  matter  of  astonish- 
ment to  me  that  such  outrages  have  oeen  committed. 

Question,  What  I  mean  to  ask  is  this :  would  it  uot  indicate  that  the  murder  of  Wil- 
liams was  conducted  somewhat  in  that  way  f 

Ansicer,  Yes,  sir;  if  that  is  their  plan  of  operations,  itos  probable  it  was. 

Question.  Is  Moore  a  member  of  the  legislature  7 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  from  our  county. 

Question.  It  was  his  house  that  was  burned  f 

Answer »  Yes,  sir ;  I  would  like  to  make  a  statement  in  regard  to  his  house.  The 
testimony,  as  taken  in  the  investigation,  taken  before  Jndge  Leachman,  shows  that  some 
white  men  who  were  on  special  jiolice  duty  on  the  night  that  the  church  and  the  house 
were  bnmed,  so  soon  as  they  discovered  the  fire,  ran  up  there.  There  were  a  number 
of  colored  men  standing  around,  and  one  of  the  witnesses  had  some  property  near  the 
boase  that  was  burning,  a  colored  man,  and  these  other  colored  men  would  not  go  and 
help  him ;  and  the  white  people  came  there,  and  persuaded  them  to  go  and  help  save  the 
property.  This  man  who  testifies  says  that  he  looked  into  this  house  of  Mr.  Moore, 
into  his  front  room,  where,  as  other  colored  witnesses  have  testified,  there  w^as  gen- 
erally some  furniture,  and  there  was  no  furniture  in  the  room ;  it  was  bare  of  furniture. 
The  fire  had  not  jet  reached  that  part  of  the  house ;  it  was  burning  in  another  rooiHk 
Some  of  these  witnesses  saved  their  property  in  that  way.  And  it  is  said  that  Mr. 
Moore  had  insured  his  residence  iierhaps  a  month  previous  to  that,  and  had  never 
ealle4\  at  the  insurance  agent's  ofiice  to  get  his  policy  until  the  Mondav  morning  before 
the  burning  of  his  house  at  night.  When  be  went  there,  he  remarked  to  the  agent, 
that  he  had  better  take*  his  policy,  because  he  did  not  know  what  might  happen.  That 
is  the  testimony  of  the  insurance  agent. 

(luestion.  That  was  after  the  burning  of  the  Sturgis  building  f 

Ansftcer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  You  said  the  negroes  accused  the  white  people  of  setting  the  Sturgis  build- 
on  fire  T 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Questian.  Was  the  brother  of  Sturgis,  the  mayor,  also  a  republican  f 

Answer.  William  Sturgis,  the  mayor,  is  a  republican  ;  I  do  not  know  what  his  brother 
is— a  sort  of  a  negative  man.  Theodore  Sturgis,  the  man  to  whom  this  property  belonged, 
I  do  not  know  what  he  is. 

Question.  Can  you  account  for  the  fact  that  there  were  so  many  armed  men  in  the 
court-house  on  the  day  of  that  trial  f  Did  they  not  seem  to  have  gone  there  generally 
armc<lf 

Answe7\  No,  sir ;  there  were  no  arms  that  I  saw,  except  pistols,  and  I  did  not  see  any  pis- 
tols at  the  time  the  trial  was  going  on,  except  the  one  I  saw  on  defendant  Tyler.  But  a 
creat  many  men  around  there  go  armed  all  the  time,  both  colored  and  white,  with 
little  derringers  in  their  pockets.  It  is  a  state  of  society,  I  regret  to  say,  that  exists 
among  us,  but  it  is  so.    Men  go  armed,  a  great  many  of  them ;  but  a  great  msgority  of 
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the  xieople  do  not.    Whether  there  were  more  armed  on  that  occasion  than  nsaal,  I  can- 
not Bay ;  I  do  not  think  m>. 

By  Mr.  Coburn  : 

Question.  Have  the  people  in  the  country  generally  got  gnnsf 

Amiwer.  Yes,  sir,  most  persons  have  guns. 

QHe$Hon.  Black  and  white,  hoth  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Do  they  have  supplies  of  ammunition  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  What  are  the  guns  for  f 

Answer.  For  hunting;  common  shot-guns,  bird  guns,  that  is  all  I  have  seen,  except 
now  and  then  I  have  seen  an  old  musket  carried  by  a  colored  man. 

Question.  Do  you  know  facts  enough  to  justify  you  ia  stating  why  they  all  have 
these  arms  f 

Answer.  You  have  asked  me  that  question,  and  of  course  I  must  answer  it.  The 
white  people  always  liad  arms,  always  kept  one  or  two  guns  aliout  their  premises,  for 
squirrel-hunting  and  bird-hunting.  The  colored  people  all  have  guns,  I  suppose,  for 
the  same  purpose;  and  I  might  say  they  make  very  goiKl  use  of  them  in  killing  stock. 
I  know  they  killed  some  of  mine,  that  is,  I  suppose  so ;  and  a  great  many  have  been 
tried  for  killing  stock,  tried  by  colored  juries,  and  have  been  convicted.  A  great  mauy 
cases  of  that  sort  have  occurred. 

By  Mr.  Pool: 

Question.  I  would  like  to  know  why  Mayor  Sturgisleft  Meridian  and  has  not  returned  f 

Answer.  Well,  sir,  after  I  left,  in  the  evening  of  Mon<lay,  and  when  I  came  back  the 
next  morning,  I  was  informed  that  he  had  been  visited  by  some  of  the  citizens  there. 

Question.  What  chiss  of  citizens  f 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  ;  I  understood  that  they  were  good  citizens,  and  they  advised 
him  to  leave ;  told  him  that  he  had  rendered  himself  obnoxious  there ;  that  he,  in  con- 
nection with  others,  ha<l  gotten  up  this  trouble ;  thsit  they  were  perhaps  the  prime 
cause  of  it,  and  it  would  be  best  for  him  and  the  community  that  he  should  leave.  He 
acknowledged  to  those  men  who  visited  him  that  he  had  done  wrong ;  said  that  he  had 
used  an  iuiproi>er  influence  over  the  colored  people,  and  that  he  was  willing  to  leave. 
And  I  iindei-stood  he  asked  some  of  them  to  escort  him  to  the  depot ;  he  seemed  to  be 
afraid  that  he  would  be  killed ;  how  his  fears  originated  I  do  not  know ;  whether  there 
were  any  menaces  or  threats  in  regard  to  him  that  evening  I  do  not  know ;  if  there 
were  it  was  after  I  left.  They  escorted  him  to  the  depot,  a  squad  of  men,  I  do  not  know 
how  many  ;  and  when  the  train  arrived  he  went  on  board  the  train,  and  ihey  sent  two 
men  with  him  to  take  care  of  him,  so  that  no  accident  or  mishap  might  befall  him. 
They  went,  I  suppose,  twenty  miles  on  the  railroad  with  him,  nearly  to  the  edge  of  that 
county. 

Question.  Do  you  know  whether  he  was  warned  to  leave  by  a  certain  day,  or  his  Ufe 
would  be  tiiken  f 

Answer.  If  he  was  so  threatened  I  was  not  aware  of  it. 

Question.  Mr.  Williams,  of  your  county,  was  killed  in  the  manner  which  you  have 
detailed,  and  somebody  else  was  killed  at  Lauderdale  Springs  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  There  had  been  on  two  occasions  colored  men  taken  from  Meridian  and  car- 
ried back  to  Alabama  f 

Ansirer.  On  two  occasions  1 

Question.  Well,  yonr  testimony  is  that  on  one  occasion  colored  men  were  really  kid- 
napped without  authority  of  law,  and  carried  back  into  Alabama  by  Alabama  meu. 
And  you  say  that  two  young  men  had  been  attacked  on  the  streets  of  Meridian  at  night., 
and  tired  at  f 

Ansicer.  I  did  not  say  they  were  attacked. 

Question.  Well,  halted  outside  of  the  town  f 

Answer.  When  they  were  going  home  from  the  debating  society ;  yes,  sir. 

Question.  Yon  say  that  at  the  riot  all  three  of  the  defendants  were  killed  t 

Answer.  No,  sir;  Moore  was  not  killed. 

Question.  The  man  you  saw  lying  on  the  floor  of  the  sheriff's  room  was  not  Moore  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  it  turned  out  to  be  a  man  named  Ford. 

Question.  Two  of  the  defendants  were  killed  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  and  oue  man  was  shot  in  the  hand,'  and  one  man  was  shot  through 
the  pantaloons. 

Question.  And  afterward  three  men  were  killed  during  the  night,  having  been  ^ken 
from  those  in  whose  charge  they  were  left  b}'  the  officers  f 

Ansicer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  And  the  house  of  the  member  of  the  legislature  from  your  county,  and  a 
colored  church,  were  burned  f 

Answer.  Yes^  sir. 
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• 

Question.  Now,  has  anybody  heeu  punished  for  any  of  these  acts  ? 

Afunccr,  No,  si ; ;  and  if  any  indictments  have  been  found  by  the  grand  jury  I  am  not 
aware  of  it. 

Question,  Yd  yon  say  that  the  criminal  law  is  as  well  executed  in  Meridian  as  in  any 
other  ])art  of  your  State  f 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  only  say  it  is  executed  noit  as  well  as  it  ever  has  been  there.  I 
would  say  this,  that  the  law  is  executed  whenever  the  parties  committing  the  acts  are 
prosecuted  ;  but  when  it  is  not  jioasible  to  ascertain  who  they  are,  it  is  not  possible  to 
carry  out  the  law. 

Question,  With  the  exception  of  the  two  young  men  returning  from  the  debating  «o- 
eiety,  all  these  outrages  that  you  have  spoken  of  have  been  committed  upon  colored 
men  f 

Austrer,  Yes,  sir,  but  not  on  republicans;  this  colored  man  Kennard  is  not  a  i«pab- 
Ijcau. 

Question,  I  had  not  mentioned  the  Kennard  case ;  I  was  going  to  si>eak  of  that  sep- 
arately. The  colored  men  complained  that  all  those  things  showed  an  indisposition  on 
the  part  of  the  oflicers  of  the  law  to  protect  them  f 

Anstrer.  Yes,  sir ;  the  fact  of  those  men  going  over  with  Kennard,  some  fifteen  of  them, 
nion'  or  leHs*  and  they  armed  with  double-barrelled  shot-guns,  I  tliink  gave  rise  to  a 
feeling  of  that  sort. 

By  Mr.  Blair: 
Question,  All  the  other  occurrences  took  place  subsequently  to  that  f 
Ansirer,  Yes,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Pool  : 

Question.  Supi>ose  a  company  of  armed  negroes  had  come  from  Alabama  and  taken 
three  v.'hitc  mvu  in  your  town  u])on  any  alleged  chaise  against  them,  and  canied  them 
bark  over  the  State  line,  without  any  authority  of  law,  kidnapped  them,  would  there 
nut  have  been  a  general  uprising  of  the  white  men  there  t 

Anstrer,  I  will  answer  that  question  in  this  way :  it  is  my  opinion  that  if  colored  men 
had  conu;  ovi*r  there  and  arrested  men  who  were  known  to  be  bad  men,  bad  charactersy 
violators  of  the  laws  of  Alabama 

Question.  And  white  men  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  and  whit«  men.  I  have  no  idea  that  the  gpod  citizens  would 
have  interfered ;  none  in  the  world.  Upon  the  other  hand,  if  the  titizens  had  believed 
tboi^e  men  were  innocent,  then  they  would  have  interfered. 

Question,  You  do  not  know  how  the  colored  men  considered  these  three  wlio  were 
liidnHp]>ed  ? 

Answer,  I  do  not. 

Question,  Do  yon  not  think  it  would  have  been  better  for  that  community,  es^ecally 
for  the  white  iM-ojile  nnd  property -holders  there,  to  be  jealous  and  vigilant  in  mamtain- 
ai^  the  ri<rhtM  of  the  colored  people  under  the  law,  and  to  mani&t  a  disposition  to 
protect  them  against  these  outrages? 

Anstrer,  Yes,  sir,  I  do ;  and  I  think  the  most  of  the  people  there  are  willing,  and 
always  have  been,  to  do  so. 

Question,  Being  willing  is  one  thing ;  manifesting  their  willingness  by  acts  is  another. 
Wonld  it  not  produce  a  very  go<Kl  effect  upon  the  state  of  society  there  if  they  were  to 
manifest  that  willingness  by  acts? 

Anstrer.  Yon  will  bear  in  mind  the  attitude  in  which  they  are  placed. 

Question.  That  is  what  I  want  to  get  at. 

Answer.  The  most  of  them  are  democrats,  and  any  movement  they  make  in  that  di- 
rection seems  to  be  niisconstmed  as  a  political  movement.  All  the  offices  being  filled 
by  republicans,  if  they  decline  to  discharge  their  duties,  the  citizens  are  at  their  road's 
eud.  Bnt  I  assure  you  it  is  my  honest  conviction  that  the  good  people  there,  and 
moHt  of  the  people  are  goo<l  citizens,  are  ready  at  all  times,  are  willing,  whenever 
called  upon,  by  tneir  countenance  to  sustain  and  aid  the  laws  and  see  that  they  are 
executed. 

Question.  I  asked  your  opinion  as  to  the  matter  of  policy. 

Answer.  I  think  it  is  a  matter  of  policy,  as  well  as  of  duty. 

Question,  They  ought  to  manifest  it  by  acta. 

Answer,  Well,  sir,  I  think 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question.  Are  not  the  officers  there  radicals  ? 

Anmrtr.  All,  except  some  of  the  members  of  the  board  of  supervisors,  who  were  ap- 
poirttrd  by  Governor  Alcorn,  upon  the  removal  of  Sturgis  and  the  members  of  the  board 
of  supervisors  at  the  instance  of  the  committee  who  waited  upon  him,  and  Mil  Smith 
was  a  member  of  that  committee. 

Question .  If  the  officers  were  to  call  upon  the  white  people  to  protect  the  colored  peo- 
ple from  such  arrests,  would  they  not  do  it  at  once  ? 
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Answer.  Tes,  sir ;  tbey  would  readily  render  any  assistance  the  officers  wanted. 
Bj^  Mr.  Pool: 

Question.  As  voa  seem  to  understand  very  well  the  relations  of  the  races  one  to 
the  other,  I  Mill  ask  yon  if  the  white  people  are  not  much  more  swift  to  I'eseut  an  in- 
sult or  indignity  from  a  colored  man  than  they  would  be  from  a  white  man  f 

Anmeer.  I  rather  think  they  are ;  and  from  the  ibrce  of  education. 

Question.  And  are  not  the  colored  men  less  swift  to  resent  an  indi^ity  from  a  white 
manf 

Answer.  I  think  so. 

Question.  When  you  said  there  was  a  change  in  their  demeanor,  was  it  a  change  in 
that  respect  f 

Answer.  A  change  in  their  disposition  to  resent  t 

Question.  To  resent  an  indignity  or  affrant  from  white  men  T 

Ansicer.  Yes,  sir ;  however,  there  was  nothing  I  could  see  in  my  every-day  walks 
upon  the  street  for  them  to  resent.  But  I  noticed  that  on  the  streets  they  would  uot 
treat  the  white  people  with  whom  they  came  in  contact  as  they  had  formerly  treated 
them. 

Question.  Is  it  not  a  natural  state  of  feeling  on  the  part  of  the  white  men  to  resent 
an  injury  or  insult  from  a  colored  man  f 

Answer.  Yes.  sir. 

Question.  Do  you  know  any  way  to  break  down  that  disposition  Y 

Answer.  Time  may  wear  it  out  ^  and  when  the  colored  man  comes  to  be  educated,  and 
his  children  after  him,  it  may  bring  about  a  different  state  of  things. 

Question.  Doen  not  that  necessarily  produce,  in  these  Southern  communities,  a  sort  of 
tone  in  the  public  sentiment  that  is  dangerous  f 

Answer.  I  do  not  think  so.  There  are  some  few  white  men  there  who  would  strike  a 
colored  man  for  any  sort  of  provocation,  while  others  would  not,  but  would  talk  to 
him  just  as  they  would  to  a  white  man,  and  endeavor  to  avoid  these  things  as  much 
as  possible.    I  thiuk  the  majority  of  them  would  act  in  that  way. 

Question.  %VonId  not  the  danger  of  collision  arising  from  that  feeling  be  greatly  en- 
hanced by  outrages  of  this  sort  on  colored  peofile— these  bands  of  disguised  men  taking 
them  out  and  whipping  them,  and  things  of  that  kindf 

AnsHxr.  Yes,  sir ;  I  am  of  the  opinion  that  whenever  trouble  arises  between  colored 
men  ana  white  men,  (here  will  be  bad  men  on  both  sides  who  will  go  in  and  endeavor 
to  take  matters  in  their  own  hands,  and  carry  them  to  excess,  while  all  gocKl  people, 
both  white  and  black,  cannot  restrain  them,  for  they  do  not  know  who  they  are. 

Questk>tt.  I  want  your  opinion  whether  or  not  the  men  who  go  in  disguise  and  com- 
mit these  outrages  upon  colored  men  are  not  dangerous  enemies  to  the  peace  and  security 
of  society  f 

Answer.  I  think  they  are.  I  do  not  think  that  men  of  that  character,  either  white 
or  black,  are  of  any  advantage  or  benefit  to  any  community  or  society,  but  rather  a 
disadvantage. 

Question.  Do  they  not  keep  those  communities  in  constant  danger  and  dread  of  a 
collision  between  the  races,  bordering,  perhaps,  on  a  war  of  races  f 

Answer.  Heretofore  at  Meridian,  before  these  troubles,  we  never  apprehended  any 
danger  in  our  immediate  section.  While  there  had  been  two  or  three  instances,  of 
which  I  have  already  spoken,  which  met  the  prompt  disapproval  of  all  the  good  peo- 
ple, the  good  citizens  of  both  classes,  just  before  and  during  the  riot,  there  was  an  ap- 
prehension upon  the  part  of  everybody  that  there  would  be  a  greater  outbreak,  a  gen- 
eral disturbance,  a  conflict  of  races.  But  since  that  time  everything  has  been  i>erfectly 
quiet  and  peaceable. 

Question.  Did  not  that  state  of  excitement  at  that  time,  which  bordered  upon  a  col- 
lision between  the  races,  result  trom  the  killing  of  Wiiliama,  the  kidnapping  of  those 
negroes,  and  other  such  acts  against  the  negroes  f 

Answer.  I  do  not  think  that  was  the  only  cause,  by  any  means. 

Question.  I  did  not  say  it  was  the  only  cause. 

Answer.  I  think  this  Price  matter  had  a  great  deal  to  do  with  it.  The  mere  fact  of 
Price  being  arrested  seemed  to  aggravate  and  excite  the  colored  people.  I  think  that 
had  something  to  do  with  it. 

Question.  1  call  your  attention  to  these  things  as  showing  that  there  was  an  explosive 
state  of  society  there,  as  showing  that  it  required  the  attention  of  good  citizeihs  to 
keep  it  down. 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Now  about  the  Keunard  matter.  Waa  not  Eennard  accused  of  coming 
over  from  Alabama  and  taking  a  colored  man  and  carrying  him  backf  ^ 

Answer.  No,  sir.  As  I  said  before,  my  information  was  this :  that  Eennard  came 
there  to  try  to  get  some  negroes  who  had  left  Alabama,  under  the  iufluence  of  Price, 
as  I  was  informed,  to  go  back  and  work  on  the  farms.  The  white  people  had  got  him 
to  come  over  there,  as  I  understand,  because  he  had  stood  high  with  the  negroes,  and 
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Lad  a  great  deal  of  inflneDce  witli  them.  While  there,  and  trying  to  get  some  of  these 
colored  iieople  to  go  hack,  he  happened  to  see  on  the  streets  of  Meridian  a  colored  man 
Tvbo  had  violated  some  statute  law  of  Alabama,  I  suppose ;  I  did  not  ask  him  what  it 
was.  He  x>ointed  out  this  man  to  one  of  the  colored  policemen  of  Meridian,  and  when 
he  went  to  arrest  him,  the  colore<l  man  ran,  and  the  policeman  fired  on  him  and  per- 
haps wounded  him,  I  do  not  know  how  seriously.  The  taking  away  of  the  colored 
men  was  done  by  white  men,  not  by  Adam  Kennard ;  it  was  done  when  Adam  Kenuard 
came  over  to  attend  court  on  the  first  day  appointed  for  the  trial  of  Price.  He  came 
over  with  two  colored  witnesses,  and  these  white  men  came  over  to  protect  them,  be> 
cause  they  had  expressed  a  fear  that  the  negroes  at  Meridian  were  so  umch  excited 
and  angiy  that  they  would  do  them  harm. 

QufHtioH.  Did  not  the  colored  people  l>elieve  that  Kennard  had  sworn  against  Price 
because  of  personal  animosity  against  him  t 

Jnswer.  I  have  never  heard  one  express  any  opinion  of  that  sort,  only  that  they  were 
very  angry  because  Price  was  arrested. 

QuenUon,  Was  the  reason  assigned  for  their  anger,  as  you  call  it,  that  he  was  the 
only  man  arrested  in  the  county  charged  with  committing  an  outrage  in  disguise  f 

Annrer.  I  do  not  remember  hearing  anything  of  that  sort. 

QuefUon.  Did  they  not  connect  the  fact  of  his  arrest  with  the  fact  that  other  out- 
rages ba<l  been  committed  by  disguised  bands  of  white  men  several  times  before,  and 
no  white  man  had  been  arrested  for  it,  and  that  the  arrest  of  Price  was  the  first  arrest 
that  was  made  f 

Answer.  They  may  have  done  so ;  it  is  very  probable  they  did,  because  that  was  the 
first  arreM-  of  that  sort  that  hxul  ever  been  made. 

Question,  Was  that  not  oue  of  the  reasons  why  it  was  thought  best.that  Price  should 
leave,  without  pushing  the  matter  further  f 

Anmcer.  No,  sir;  the  motive  for  his  leaving,  for  his  being  advised  to  leave,  as  I  under- 
stood it,  and  as  Mr.  Smith  told  me,  was  that,  from  what  Price  had  said,  and  the  threats 
he  had  made,  whenever  that  trial  took  place  it  was  almost  inevitable  that  there  would 
be  a  very  serious  disturbance  between  the  whites  and  the  blacks ;  becai\se  Price  hnd 
said  that  he  would  not  submit  to  being  bound  over  under  a  bond  to  appear  in  the  cir- 
cuit court,  neither  would  ho  go  to  Jail  for  not  giving  bond. 

Question.  Did  he  make  those  threats  because  he  said  he  was  innocent,  or  because 
be  was  the  first  person  arrested,  or  because  he  thought  he  could  not  get  Justioef 

Answer,  I  think  that  his  idea  was  that  ho  was  innocent. 

Qnestion.  That  it  was  a  malicious  persecution  f 

Ansicer,  I  have  never  heard  that  he  said  he  could  not  get  Justice,  because  the  man 
l>efore  whom  he  was  to  be  tried  was  considered  by  all  classes  as  a  very  Just  afid  honor- 
able man. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 
.    Question,  And  he  was  a  republican  besides  f 
Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  believe  myself  he  is  an  honest  man. 

By  Mr.  Pool: 

Question,  Price  alleged  that  he  was  innocent  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  I  think  so. 

Question,  Did  he  allege  that  Kennard  was  swearing  against  him  because  they  were 
enemies  f 

Ansirer.  I  never  heard  that.  I  heard  that  he  said  he  was  innocent ;  that  it  was  a  false 
charge,  or  something  of  that  kind ;  I  do  not  know  exactly  what  he  said. 

Question.  Were  there  any  other  witnesses  against  Price  except  Kennard  f 

Ansircr.  There  were  two  colored  witnesses  against  him ;  one  of  them  a  witness  to 
prove  the  fact  that  he  had  heard  Price  make  some  threat  ajgainst  Kenuard,  and  say 
that  it  would  not  be  well  for  Kennard  to  remain  there  that  night,  or  something  of  that 
sort. 

Question.  Have  ycm  heard  of  men  in  numbers  and  in  disguise  showing  themselves 
u]H>u  JLie  ]mblic  highways  in  that  county  within  the  last  twelve  or  eighteen  months, 
on  more  occasions  than  one  f 

Answer.  No,  sir;  I  have  not. 

•     By  Mr.  Beck  : 

Qnestton,  In  some  of  the  interrogatories  put  to  you  by  Senator  Pool,  it  was  assumed 
that  this  riot,  and  the  shooting  m  the  court-house,  were  outrages  upon  the  part  of 
white  men  against  coloi-ed  men,  and  you  seemed  to  assent  to  that  as  a  fact.  Do  yoa 
r^ni  that  so  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not. 

Qui'stion.  Have  yon  ever  had  a  civil  election  in  the  State  of  Mississippi  for  general 
officers? 

Answer.  We  had  an  election  for  members  of  the  legislature ;  all  our  county  officers  are 
appointed ;  we  have  not  had  an  election  there  for  county  officers  for  a  number  of  years. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


204         CONDITION   OF   AFFAIRS  IN   THE   SOUTHERN   STATES. 

Quaiion,  Yonr  menibers  of  ConCTess  and  other  officers  that  yoa  have  elected,  were 
elected  nuder  an  eie<'.tion  held  hy  Crenenil  Ames  f 

Anaictrr  Yes,  sir ;  there  is  an  election  ordered  for  next  fall. 

Question,  And  j^our  county  officers  are  appointed  by  the  'governor  f 

Anstrer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Who  is  himself  a  republican  f 

Anstcer,  Yes,  sir;  I  think  so. 

Question.  So  that  the  great  bulk  of  the  men  who  constitute  yonr  county  officers  are 
the  appointees  of  a  republican  governor  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Pool: 

Question,  Do  you  consider  the  killing  of  Ford  an  outrage  upon  a  colored  man  T 

Answer.  Well,  sir,  there  are  different  suppositions  about  that.  I  have  heard,  and  I 
think  some  of  the  witnesses  so  testified,  that  Tvler  shot  more  than  once ;  that  he  shot 
as  he  ran  through  the  sheriff's  office ;  that  he  hrst  went  up  into  a  corner  of  the  sheriff's 
room;  the  deputy  sheriff  testifies  that  he  was  in  there  when  Tyler  went  in,  and  the 
deputy  sherift  caught  him  by  the  collar,  but  Tyler  gave  a  surge  and  broke  away  from 
him  and  ran  out  on  the  veranda ;  and  I  think  the  testimony  shows  that  he  shot  several 
times,  first  in  the  door  of  the  court-room,  and  once  or  twice,  or  more,  in  going  from  there 
to  the  veranda.  And  it  is  the  supposition  of  some,  perhaps  some  of  the  witnesses  state, 
that  Ford  was  passing  into  the  door  of  the  sheriff's  room,  and  might  have  been  shot  by 
Tyler  when  he  tired  back  at  the  white  people;  not  that  Tvler  did  it  intentionally,  but 
that  in  shooting  in  that  direction  Ford  suddenly  came  within  his  range  of  ffre. 

Quation.  That  js,  that  Tyler  killed  Judge  Bramlette  and  Ford  also  f 

Answer,  lliat  is  the  supposition  of  some,  but  not  of  all,  by  any  means.  I  really  did 
not  know  who  Ford  was. 

Question.  Where  did  Clopton  come  from  f 

Answer.  He  lived  there,  in  town. 

Question.  Had  he  been  raised  there  f 

Answer,  I  tliink  he  was  raised  in  Alabama ;  I  am  not  certain. 

Question.  You  spoke  of  Dennis,  alias  Clopton  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Questim^.  How  was  that  f 

Answer.  Clopton  was  the  name  of  hifif  former  owner ;  but  when  he  came  to  register 
he  adopted  the  name  of  Dennis.    He  was  as  often  called  Clopton  as  Dennis. 

Question.  The  alias  was  not  taken  as  a  cloak  for  any  former  crime  f 

Answei^.  Not  at  all. 

Question,  Do  you  consider  the  killing  of  Clopton  and  the  throwing  him  over  from  the 
balcony  an  outrage  upon  a  colored  man  f 

Answer,  I  do ;  upon  a  colored  man  or  anybody  else. 

Question,  Do  you  consider  the  killing  of  those  three  men  who  were  taken  from  the 
custody  of  the  officers  who  had  them  in  charge  an  outrage  upon  colored  men  7 

Answer,  I  do,  most  emphatically. 

Question,  Do  you  consider  the  burning  of  the  colored  church  there  an  outrage  upon 
colored  men  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  more  especially  upon  colored  men,  but  also  an  outrage  upon  the 
community. 

Question.  Then  it  would  be  safe  to  assume  that  there  were  outrages  against  colored 
men? 

Ansicer.  Yes,  sir,  and  at  the  same  time  the  outrages  were  committed  against  the 
good  citizens  of  the  community. 

Question,  Do  you  know  whether  it  was  supposed  in  Meridian  that  telegrams  were  sent 
to  men  iu  Sumter  County,  Alabama,  to  come  there  Monday  night  f 

Attstoer,  it  was  supposed  so,  and  efi'orts  were  made  to  ascertain  how  that  was;  but 
it  seems  that  the  operators  would  not  tell. 

Question,  They  refused  to  answer? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know.  I  was  talking  with  some  citizen,  and  he  said  that  some 
effort  had  been  made  to  find  out,  for  nobody  wanted  them. 

Question.  None  of  the  good  citizens? 

Answer,  Certainly.  It  was  said  afterward  that  there  was  a  man  passed  through 
there  who  caused  this  telegram  to  be  sent.  I  am  satisfied  that  no  good  citizen  of  that 
town  sent  it. 

Question,  It  would  not  have  been  the  act  of  a  good  citizen  f 

Answer,  No,  sir :  because  we  are  fully  able  to  take  care  of  ourselves. 

Question,  If  such  a  telegram  was  sent,  it  was  responded  to  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  because  somebody  came ;  or  it  may  not  have  been  iu  response  to 
that. 

QuestUm.  Would  that  indicate  to  you  that  there  was  some  organization  by  means  of 
which  |)ersons  from  a  distance  are  called  in  to  aid  in  case  of  an  emergency  T 
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Answer,  Ko,  sir ;  I  do  not  think  it  is  even  mima  facie  evidence,  because  if  one  neigh- 
borhood of  whites  should  telegraph  to  anotlier  neighborhood  that  they  had  got  into  a 
difficulty  with  colored  people  and  wanted  their  assistance,  they  would  not  lAsitate  to 
give  it. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 
Question,  Suppose  it  was  announced  in  some  county  that  a  negro  had  shot  a  Judge  of 
the  circuit  court  of  another  county  ? 
Answer.  I  tbiuk  very  likely  they  would  have  come  over  without  being  asked. 

By  Mr.  Pool  : 

Question.  I  heard  that  a  telegram  was  sent ;  that  was  the  reason  I  asked  you  the 
question. 

Answer.  It  may  have  been  that  it  was  sent ;  and  it  may  have  been,  as  General  Blair 
suggests,  that  the  people  over  the  line  heard  of  it,  and  came  withoat  being  sent  for. 

Question.  The  good  people  of  your  town  did  not  want  them  f 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  we  did  not  want  them. 


Washington,  D.  C,  July  3, 1871. 
J.  F.  SESSIONS  sworn  and  examined: 

The  Chairman,  (Mr.  Poland.)  As  this  witness  has  been  called  at  vour  instance,  Mr. 
Blair,  you  will  please  commence  his  examination.  '  * 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question.  Where  do  you  live  f 

Anstccr.  I  live  in  Franklin  County,  Mississippi. 

Question.  How  long  have  you  resided  in  Mississippi  f 

Anstrer.  I  was  born  in  that  county'. 

Question.  Were  you  a  member  of  the  last  legislature? 

Answer.  I  am  a  member  of  the  present  legiSature. 

Question.  It  has  been  stated  here  by  a  witness,  Mr.  French,  that  yon  were  #meniber 
of  the  committee  of  investigation  of  the  riot  that  took  place  at  Meridian,  in  your  State  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  was  a  member  of  that  committee. 

Question.  Was  the  whole  of  the  testimony  which  was  taken  before  that  oommittee 
printed  f 

Ansicer.  The  testimony  taken  before  the  committee  was  printed ;  and  in  addition  to 
the  testimony  taken  by  ourselves,  we  adopted  the  testimony  taken  before  Judge  Leach- 
man,  a  week  or  two  previous  to  the  time  when  we  investigated  the  riot  at  Meridian. 

Question.  Was  that  incorporated  into  the  testimony  taken  before  your  committee  and 
made  part  of  your  report  T 

Answp'.  It  was;  and  the  understanding  of  the  committee  was  that  we  w^ould  not 
euter  into  an  examination  of  the  matters  testified  to  before  Judge  Leacbman  to  any 
great  extent ;  we  would  confine  our  investigation  to  matters  outside  of  them,  and  to 
questions  outside  of  that  investigation. 

Question.  That  is  to  say,  that  you  would  not  attempt  to  go  over  the  ground  covered 
by  the  evidence  taken  before  Judge  Leachman  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Y^'ou  examined  as  to  other  matters  t 

Anstcer.  Yes,  sir ;  other  matters  as  far  as  possible.  We  did,  to  some  extent,  go  over 
the  same  matters. 

Question,  W^as  there  any  written  report  accompanying  the  evidence  taken  by  the 
committee  ? 

Ansicer.  Yes,  sir ;  there  was  a  report  a^eed  upon  by  all  .the  members  of  the  commit- 
tee ;  it  was  in  substance  that  the  committee  appointed  by  the  legislature  had  investi- 
gated the  riot  and  submitted  the  testimony  in  writing,  without  expressing  any  opinion 
thereon. 

Question.  From  your  familiarity  with  the  testimony  in  the  case,  in  your  opinion  what 
wasrtbe  origin  of  the  riot  f 

Answer.  Well,  sir,  it  is  somewhat  difficult  to  say  what  was  the  origin  of  the  riot,  or 
rather  what  were  the  causes  that  produced  the  riot.  I  can  state,  according  to  the 
testimony,  how  the  riot  began.  I  think  one  of  the  chief  causes  producing  the  riot 
was  the  Ku-Klnxing,  as  it  was  commonly  called,  of  a  colored  man  named  Adan  Ken- 
nard,  by  a  man  named  Price,  together  with  others  associated  with  him. 

Question.  You  think,  then,  that  the  ill  feeling  which  culminated  in  the  riot  at  Meridian 
originated  in  that  transaction  ? 

Answer.  I  do  to  a  great  extent. 

Question.  What  was  the  immediate  origin  of  tho  riot  f 
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Afi9wer.  AccoTdinj^  to  onr  investisatioD,  my  view  of  it,  the  immediate  cause  of  the 
riot  was  this:  Certain  persons  were  being  tried  before  a  committing  magistrate  there, 
Justice  Bramlette,  and  dnring  the  investi^tion,  after  one  of  the  witnesses  had  given 
in  his  evidence,  one  of  the  accnsed  parties  named  Tyler  said  to  the  witness  that  he 
wished  him  to  remain  on  the  stand  nntil  he  conid  introduce  two  witnesses  to  impeach 
his  testimony.  Thereupon  the  witness  seized  a  stick  lying  upon  the  table  in  front  of 
the  Justice  of  the  peace  and  started  in  the  direction  of  this  man  Warren  Tyler,  but  was 
seized  by  the  marshal.    After  he  was  seized  by  the  marshal 

The  Chairman,  (Mr.  Poland:)  I  would  suggest  that  we  have  incorporated  in  our 
t«stimony  all  the  testimony  that  was  taken  bv  this  committee  of  the  Mississippi  le^s- 
lature  in  regard  to  that  riot.  Is  it  worth  while  to  recite  that  testimony  over  again  f 
This  gentleman  of  course  Knows  nothing  about  it  more  than  is  stated  in  the  testimony. 

Mr.  Blair,  I  do  not  desire  to  encumber  the  record,  I  want  to  know  what  the  imprea- 
sions  of  the  witness  were  from  hearing  all  the  testimony. 

The  Chairman,  (Mr.  Poland:)  You  want  to  get  at  his  conclusions f 

Mr.  Blair  :  Yes,  sir. 

The  Chairman,  (Mr.  Poijind:)  I  think  that  might  be  done  without  narrating  all  that 
the  witnesses  said  upon  that  investigation. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question,  I. will  ask  yon  the  question  distinctly;  was  it  the  impression  of  the  com- 
mittee that  Tyler  fired  the  first  shot  f 

Answer,  That  was  my  impression ;  I  think  the  evidence  fairly  warranted  that  con> 
elusion. 

Question,  It  is  said  in  the  testimony  before  us  that  this  negro,  Adam  Kennard,  was 
said  to  be  a  deputy  sherifi'in  Sumter  County,  Alabama;  was  that  the  case? 

Austcer,  It  was  so  testified  to  before  us,  that  he  was  a  deputy  sherifif  of  Sumter  County, 
Alabama. 

Question,  It  is  also  said  that  there  were  statements  taken  down,  and  when  the  wit- 
nesses were  called  before  your  committee,  they  failed  utterly  to  testify  to  the  facts 
which  they  had  stated  in  private  before  members  of  your  committee ;  do  you  know 
anything  of  any  such  circumstance  as  that? 

Answer,  1  do  not ;  there  were  no  statements  taken,  no  evidence  taken  by  the  com- 
mittee except  such  evidence  as  was  taken  in  the  presence  of  the  whole  committee  from 
witnesses  under  oath,  that  I  know  anything  about.  If  any  other  evidence  was  taken 
it  waa  without  any  orders  or  authority  from  the  committee,  and  without  the  knowledge 
of  the  committee. 

fluestion.  Do  5rou  know  whether  there  is  such  an  organization  in  your  State  as  the 
Ku-Klux  organization  f 

Answer,  If  there  is  such  an  organization,  I  know  nothing  of  it. 

Question,  Mr.  French,  when  he  was  on  the  stand  here,  testified — I  will  read  what  he 
did  say : 

*^  Question,  In  your  conversations  with  democrats  of  good  standing,  respectable,  intel- 
ligent gentlemen,  what  view  did  they  take  of  these  outrages  f  Give  us  the  vic^s  which 
were  expressed  on  one  side  and  the  other,  of  these  outrages,  so  that  we  may  be  able  to 
get  at  the  public  sentiment  on  the  subject. 

**  Anstcer,  Parties  such  as  you  have  described,  democrats  of  good  standing,  were  always 
opxK)sed  to  them.  When  anything  of  that  kind  occurred,  members  of  the  legislature 
of  that  party  appeared  to  regret  it  as  much  as  anybody  could.  I  have  talked  very 
freely  with  them  in  regard  to  these  matters,  and  they  appeared  to  regret  these  ontrases 
as  much  as  any  person  could  regret  them.  They  said  tuey  were  done  by  parties  who 
were  irresponsible,  lawless  men.  I  have  talked  with  two  members  of  the  legislature 
about  these  matters  and  about  an  organization  of  this  kind,  and  as  to  what  their  opin- 
ion was  about  it.  They  said  their  opinion  was  that  there  was  such  an  organization, 
and  that  it  was  for  political  purposes  and  effect ;  but  that  they  were  not  in  favor  of  it; 
that  they  had  never  belonged  to  it,  and  had  no  knowledge  themselves  of  any  persons 
who  did  belong  to  it ;  but  they  were  perfectly  satisfied  that  thei*e  was  such  an  organ- 
ization ;  and  one  of  them  stated  further  that  he  believed  the  organization  was  estab- 
lished for  political  purposes." 

And  in  reply  to  interrogatories  in  regard  to  the  two  democrats  who  had  made  these 
statements,  ne  mentioned  you  as  one  who  had  said  to  him  that  you  believed  there  was 
such  an  organization,  and  that  it  was  understood  to  be  for  political  efiect.  Did  yon 
ever  make  any  such  statement  to  Mr.  French  f 

Answer,  I  did  not,  that  I  have  any  recollection  o£ 

Question,  Did  yen  have  the  opinion  that  there  was  such  an  organization,  and  that  it 
was  an  organization  for  political  purposes  T 

Answer,  i^ot  that  there  is  existing  m  Mississippi  now  such  an  organization.  There 
may  have  existed  heretofore  in  the  State  a  secret  political  organization  to  advance  the 
interest  of  the  party  opposed  to  the  republican  party.  But  that  there  is  such  an  organ- 
ization in  Mississippi  now  I  do  not  know ;  if  there  is,  I  am  not  aware  of  its  existence. 
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Question,  The  present  leipslatiire  of  yonr  State  lias  passed  a  law  donating  the  stock 
of  the  State  in  the  CentralMississippi  Railroad,  I  believe  it  is 

Awiwer.  The  New  Orleans,  Jackson ,  and  Great  Northern  Railroad. 

Queatian.  That  stock  was  given  by  act  of  the  legislature  to  a  Mr.  McComb,  was  it 
uotT 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  the  stock  owned  by  the  State  in  the  New  Orleans,  Jackson,  and 
Great  Northern  Railroad,  as  well  as  the  stock  owned  by  the  State  in  several  other  rail- 
roads, was  given  by  an  act  of  the  legislature  to  the  New  Orleans,  Jackson,  and  Great 
Kortheru  Railroad,  the  value  of  which  amounted,  I  am  credibly  informed,  to  something 
over  $250,000. 

Question.  The  cash  value. 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  at  the  time  it  was  given. 

Question.  Nominally  it  was  much  larger  f 

Anstver,  Nominally  it  was  several  hundred  thousand  dollars  more;  I  cannot  state  the 
exact  amount. 

Questiftn.  Was  there  any  consideration  at  all  for  the  surrender  of  that  stock  f 

Answer.  None  except  this :  The  New  Orleans  and  Jackson  road  was  required  to  be 
completed  from  Canton  to  Aberdeen,  I  think,  or  to  some  certain  point  on  the  line,  pro- 
vided the  counties  along  the  line  each  subscribed  pfflOO  per  mile,  I  believe,  for  the  road 
in  their  respective  counties. 

Question.  How  was  the  passage  of  this  act  making  the  donation  secured  f 

Anstcer.  Well,  sir,  it  is  impossible  for  me  to  state  how  it  was  procured ;  I  know  the 
bill  passed ;  and  it  was  thought  by  a  great  many  members  of  the  legislature,  myself 
included,  that  it  was  wrong  and  improper  to  pass  an  act  giving  such  a  large  amount  of 
property  owned  by  the  SUite  absolutely  to  any  railroad. 

Question.  By  what  vote  was  it  passed  f 

Answer,  I  do  not  recollect ;  it  was  by  a  very  considerable  majority. 

Question.  Was  it  a  party  vote  f 

Answer.  Not  strictly ;  a  few  democrats  who  lived  along  the  line  of  this  projected 
road  voted  for  the  donation,  stating  that  if  they  lived  elsewhere,  they  would  oppose 
it;  but  as  they  lived  along  the  projected  line  they  would  vote  for  it. 

Question.  How  was  that  legislature  composed  f 

Answer.  There  was  a  large  i*epublicaii  majority  in  it,  I  think  over  two- thirds  repub- 
lican. 

Question,  Did  many  of  the  members  hold  offices  and  positions  other  than  as  members 
of  the  legislature  f 

Answer.  Some  of  them  did ;  some  of  the  members  of  the  legislature  were  sheriffs  of 
the  counties  which  they  represented ;  others  were  treasurers  of  the  co\inties ;  others 
held  such  offices  as  members  of  the  board  of  supervisors,  dLC. 

Question.  The  boards  of  supervisors  are  the  supervisors  of  elections  f 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  they  have  the  county  police  in  charge ;  county  legislature  would 
probably  express  the  idea  better  than  any  other  term. 

Question.  Was  there  an  apportionment  bill  passed  by  the  legislature  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  there  was  an  apportionment  bill,  the  first  since  the  military  appor- 
tionment'under  which  the  present  legislature  was  elected.  It  was  passed  at  tne  close 
of  the  last  session  of  the  legislature. 

Question.  What  was  the  character  of  that  apportionment  f 

Anncer.  I  thought  that  in  some  cases  it  was  very  nqjust.  Heretofore  in  Mississippi 
each  county  has  been  entitled  to  one  representative  at  least  in  the  legislature.  By  this 
apportionment  bill  ten  counties  were  deprived  of  separate  representation,  and  were 
consolidated,  two  together  in  each  case,  and  given  but  five  members,  one  for  two  coun- 
ties. I  know  one  instance,  that  of  Wayne  County,  in  which  the  persons  entitled  to 
vote  were  over  900 ;  yet  it  was  deprived  of  separate  representation.  Warren  County ' 
was  given  ^ve  representatives,  the  fifth  being  for  a  residuum  of  some  700  voters ;  while 
Wayne  County  was  deprived  of  separate  representation,  although  in  that  county  there 
were  about  900  voters. 

Question,  What  was  the  politics  of  Wayne  County  T 

Answer.  My  recollection  is  that  the  registered  w^hite  voters  are  in  the  mt^jority. 

Questioti.  How  is  it  in  Warren  County  f 

Answer.  In  Warren  County  the  blacks  are  largely  in  the  majority.        * 

Questidm.  How  long  was  your  le^latnre  in  session  f 

Answer.  We  have  had  two  sessions  during  a  term  of  two  years;  in  1870  the  session 
was  begun  in  January,  and  lasted  for  several  weeks,  and  then  It  adjourned  until  after 
the  State  was  admitted.  It  reconvened  early  in  March,  and  remained  in  session  until 
the  2l8t  of  July,  I  think.  The  present  year  the  legislature  met  on  the  first  Monday  in 
January,  and  remained  in  session  until  the  13th  day  of  May. 

Question.  What  is  the  pay  of  the  members  of  the  legislature  T 

Answer.  The  pay  has  been  during  the  whole  of  the  present  term  |8  per  day  and  forty 
cents  a  mile  going  and  returning. 

Question.  How  does  that  compare  with  the  pay  of  members  prior  to  the  war  f 
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Anstoer,  It  is  greater  than  the  pay  of  members  previooB  to  the  war,  according  to  my 
information. 

Questian,  Are  the  sessions  longer  now  than  formerly  f 

Answer,  I  suppose  they  are  much  longer  than  ever  heretofore  in  the  StOiito. 

QuestUm.  Was  there  a  bill  passed  by  the  legislature  of  your  State  to  lease  the  peni- 
.tentiary  of  your  State? 

Answei'.  Tes,  sir. 

Question,  Was  that  attended  with  much  discussion  and  excitement f 
1  AnstDcr.  Yes,  sir ;  it  gave  rise  to  considerable  discussion,  and  was  the  cause  of  great 
I  excitement  in  the  legislature.  It  was  commonly  supposed  there,  and  generally  beheved, 
that  the  passage  of  the  bill  was  secured  by  bribery.  The  substance  of  it,  as  I  recollect, 
was,  that  the  penitentiary  should  be  leased  to  a  man  by  the  name  of  Richardson  for 
a  i)eriod  of  fifteen  years,  he  to  be  paid  by  the  State  the  sum  of  $18,000  per  annum,  and 
also  $120,000, 1  think  the  sum  was,  for  which  he  was  required  to  erect  a  cottou  factory 
and  certain  buildings,  and  at  the  expiration  of  the  fifteen  years  he  is  to  turn  over  to 
the  State  the  whole  thing  in  good  condition,  and  he  is  allowed  to  woak  outside  of 
the  walls  of  the  penitentiary  aU  the  convicts  that  are  not  sentenced  for  murder,  rape, 
or  arson. 

Quesiion,  Did  I  understand  yon  to«ay  that  he  was  to  be  paid  $18,000  a  year  T 

Anstver.  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  And  $120,000  to  bpild  a  factory  f 

Answer,  To  erect  certain  buildings. 

Questif^n,  And  he  is  simply  to  turn  them  over  to  the  State  at  the  end  of  his  term  in 
good  condition  f 

Answer,  Yes.  sm 

Question,  To  have  all  the  profits  that  he  could  make  out  of  the  labor  of  the  convicts, 
both  inside  and  outside  of  the  walls  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  all  he  could  make  in  the  mean  time  during  the  fifteen  years. 

Question,  Was  there  any  competition  for  this  contract? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir,  there  was  great  competition  for  it ;  other  parties  proposed  to  do 
the  same  work,  and  to  erect  the  same  buildings,  for  about  one-half  the  sum  proposed 
by  Richardson,  I  think ;  and  other  parties  proposed  to  pay  the  State  so  mucn  for  the 
labor  of  the  convicts. 

Question,  What  was  the  dobt  pf  the  State  of  Mississippi  before  the  war  T 

Answer,  I  cannot  state  thu  exact  amount  of  the  State  debt  before  the  war,  but  I  hsve 
a  memorandum  here  of  the  amount  of  the  debt  when  this  administration  came  into 
power  on  the  first  day  of  January,  1870. 

Question,  What  is  that  f 

Answer.  I  can  give  the  amounts  I  have  on  that  memorandum;  on  the  1st  day  of 
January,  1870,  the  amount  of  the  State  debt  was  $211,735  38. 

Question,  What  is  it  now  f 

Anstcer,  On  the  1st  day  of  January,  1871,  the  debt  was  $867,736  43,  and  on  the  Ut 
day  of  June,  1871,  it  was  $1,247,431  99. 

Question,  Was  the  increase  of  the  amount  between  the  1st  of  January,  1870,  and  the 
1st  of  June,  1871,  for  the  mere  ordinary  expenses  of  the  State? 

Answer,  Tbe  ordinary  expenses  of  the  State,  and,  in  addition,  certain  repairs  on  the 
capitol  buildings  and  on  the  executive  mansion ;  and  an  extension  ordered  of  the  park 
to  the  lunatic  asylum,  which  has  not  yet  been  constructed. 

By  Mr.  Pool: 
Question,  Did  you  embrace  that  appropriation  in  your  calculation  of  the  debtf 
Answer,  The  appropriations  for  the  capitol  and  for  the  executive  mansion,  I  think, 

are  embraced  in  the  debt  as  I  have  stated  it ;  I  do  not  think  that  for  the  lunatic  asylnm 

is  embraced  in  it,  because  that  work  is  not  yet  done. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question,  The  balance  of  this  sum  of  money,  after  deducting  the  appropriation  for 
the  repair  of  tbe  capitol  building  and  the  governor's  mansion,  all  goes  to  the  ordinary 
expenses  of  the  State  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir,  I  suppose  so ;  what  would  come  under  the  denomination  of  ordinary 
expenses. 

Question.  How  does  that  tax  compare  with  the  tax  imposed  and  the  amounts  appro- 
priated previous  to  the  war  f 

Ansicer.  I  think  it  is  much  larger,  though  I  am  not  familiar  with  the  atcount  appro- 
priate annually  previous  to  the  war ;  I  was  quite  young  then,  and  not  familiar  witii 
public  matters. 

Question.  Do  you  know  what  the  amount  of  tax  was  previous  to  the  war;  the  rate 
of  taxation  f 

Ansu'er,  No,  sir,  I  could  not  state  definitely  what  the  rate  was. 

Question,  W^hat  is  the  rate  of  taxation  now  f 

Answer,  Well,  in  some  localities  it  is  quite  large,  in  others  not  quite  so  much.    Tte 
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state  tax  is  one-balf  of  one  per  ceot.  on  the  dollar  for  all  property;  in  some  countios 
it  is  very  large,  and  in  others  ninch  less. 

Question.  In  what  counties  is  the  rate  so  very  lai'ge,  and  upon  what  does  it  depend  ? 

Anstcer,  The  county  tux  depends  altogether  upon  the  board  of  supervisors  who  have 
the  power  to  levy  the  county  tax,  and  the  special  tax,  as  it  is  known ;  that  is,  all  other 
taxes  for  special  puii^oscs,  and  the  school  tax.  1 1  hink  that  in  my  county  the  whole  coupty 
and  other  taxes  amount  to  not  more  than  250  per  cent,  of  the  State  tax,  the  State  tax 
being  one-half  of  one  per  cent.  lu  the  county  of  Issaquena  the  whole  county  tax  and 
othtr  taxes  amount  to  800  per  cent,  of  the  State  tax. 

Qncstion.  That  grows  out  of  the  construction  of  the  levees,  does  it  not? 

Anstcer.  No,  sir ;  there  is  a  tax  of  15  cents  an  acre  for  the  construction  of  the  levees. 
In  Issaquena  the  tax  is  800  per  cent,  fot  county  and  other  purposes,  and  15  cents  an 
acre  besides  for  the  construction  of  levees. 

Quoitioii.  How  is  the  school  tax  levied? 

Answer,  The  school  tax  is  levied  by  the  board  of  supervisors  in  conjunction  with 
the  board  of  school  directors. 

Question.  Who  ap}K)iut8  the  supervisors;  or  are  they  elected T 

Ansuer.  They  are  made  elective  by  the  constitution,  but  until  a  general  election  is 
ordered  tliey  are  rerjuired  to  bo  appointed  by  thp  governor ;  all  existing  boanls  of 
snp«'rvisors  have  been  appointed  by  the  governor,  Dy  and  with  the  advice  and  consent 
of  the  senate.. 

Question.  How  are  the  school  directors  appointed  t 

Anstcer.  The  school  directors  are  appointed  by  the  boards  of  supervisors. 

Question.  So  that  these  tAvo  boards,  the  boanl  of  supervisors  and  the  board  of  school 
dirt'ctors,  have  a  right  to  levy  taxes  for  school  purp<Kses  in  each  county? 

Anstcer.  Yes,  sir;  the  board  of  supervisor,  as  I  understaud  the  law,  levy  the  tax  at 
the  request  of  the  board  of  school  directors;  the  directors  submit  their  estimate  of 
the  amount  necessary  in  the  county,  and  the  board  of  supervisors  make  the  levy. 

Question.  Has  there  been  much  complaint  in  the  State  about  this  school  tax  f  ' 

Anstcer.  1  think  that  in  some  of  the  counties  there  has  been  considerable  complaint 
that  the  tax  is  too  large.  The  law  under  which  the  tax  is  levied  limits  the  boards  to 
a  certain  per  cent,  for  the  purpose  of  paying  school-teachers,  and  for  the  purpose  of 
building  or  buying  school-houses. 

Question.  What,  in  general  terms,  is  the  condition  of  the  State  as  regards  its  quiet 
and  peace,  and  how  are  the  laws  executed  within  the  State? 

Anstcer.  Well,  sir,  so  far  as  my  knowledge  extends,  the  State  is  quiet  and  peaceable  : 
the  laws  are  enforced,  and  property  and  life  are  secure  as  they  ever  have  been  in  that 
country,  or,  as  I  suppose,  they  are  anywhere  else,  according  to  my  observation. 

Question.  You  have  heard,  as  a  matter  of  course,  these  clamors  about  Ku-Klux  out- 
rages there  and  elsewhere.  How  do  the  p(50ple  of  your  State  regard  those  things ;  as 
realities,  or  as  the  clamor  of  designing  politicians? 

Anstcer.  W^ell,  sir,  they  usually  regard  it  as  the  clamor  of  designing  politicians,  as 
you  say.  There  are  no  Ku-Klux  outrages  in  my  section  of  the  State,  and  no  outrages 
throughout  the  State,  so  far  as  my  knowledge  extends,  to  warrant  any  excitement 
upon  the  subject,  or  auy  more  than  would  be  common,  perhaps,  in  any  other  country. 

Question.  Are  persons  convicted  and  punished  who  are  guilty  of  crime ;  are  they 
brought  to  trial  and  convicted  and  prtnished? 

Anstcer.  They  are  brought  to  trial  and  punished  so  far  as  my  observation  extends. 
In  my  own  county,  there  has  not  been  a  single  homicide  since  the  war  that  I  can  call 
to  mind,  except  in  one  instance,  and  that  was  the4caso  of  a  colored  man  who  killed  his 
wife  during  the  present  year;  there  ha«  not  beeu  a  siugle  man  sent  to  the  penitentiary 
from  my  county  since  the  surrender,  nor  a  single  man  hung. 

By  the  Chairman,  (Mr.  Poland:) 

Question.  You  are  a  native  of  the  State  of  Mississippi  ? 

Anstcer.  Yes,  sir,  I  am,  and  of  the  connty  which  I  represent  in  the  legislature. 

Qttestion.  What  is  your  profession  or  occupation  ? 

Anstcer.  I  am  a  lawyer. 

Question,  Do  you  belong  to  the  democratic  party  f 

Anstcer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Were  you  connected  in  any  way  with  the  war  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  I  was  in  the  confederate  army. 

Question.  A  word  or  two  in  regard  to  this  Meridian  affair ;  you  say  that  in  your 
judgment  the  difficulty  there  arose  primarily  from  the  Kn-Kluxing  of  the  colored 
deputy  sheriff  who  came  over  there  from  Alabama.  How  long  before  the  Meridian 
riot  did  that  happen  ? 

Anstcer.  I  think  it  was  about  three  weeks;  in  my  opinion,  that  was  one  of  the  chief 
causes  of  the  riot. 

Question.  At  the  particular  time  when  that  riot  took  place  they  had  this  man  Tyler 
and  some  other  men  on  examination  before  Judge  BranUette,  had  they  not  ? 

14  M 
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Anmoer,  They  hail. 

Queslion.  What  was  the  charge  against  them  ? 

Answer.  I  think  the  charge  was  riotous  conduct. 

Question,  Was  not  the  charge  against  them  that  they  had  made  incendiary  speeches 
at  a  meeting  the  Saturday  night  before  f 

Anmcer.  P«Thaps  that  was  connected  with  the  other  in  the  charge. 

Qnefttion.  Wjis  not  that  the  charge  upon  which  they  were  being  examined  ? 

Ansirer.  I  cannot  state  distinctly  whether  that  was  the  specific  charge  or  not. 

Qtication,  I  Ijelieve  all  the  witnesses  who  have  testified  upon  the  subject  have  agreed 
that  such  was  the  case. 

Aimcer.  It  may  be  so,  I  cannot  stat«. 

QueMion.  Do  you  remember,  from  the  evidence,  that  there  was  a  meeting  of  the  col- 
ored people  held  on  the  evening  of  the  Saturday  before  the  riot  f 

Answer.  There  was. 

Question.  What  did  you  understand  was  the  occasion  of  that  meeting ;  what  did  they 
get  together  for? 

Answer.  Well,  according  to  my  understanding,  they  were  excited  somewhat  about 
the  proi>osition  to  remove  some  of  the  officers  in  Meridian ;  that  was  one  of  the  causes 
of  the  assembJriug.    And  I  think  the  fact  of  this  Price  outrage  was  another  cause. 

Question.  Did  you  understand  that  the  colored  people  were  at  all  disturbed  in  conse- 
quence of  the  attack  that  had  been  made  upon  the  colored  deputy  sheriif  who  had 
come  over  from  Alabama ;  were  they  dissatisfied  about  that  f 

Answer.  Well.  I  think  that  was  one  thing  that  excited  them ;  I  think  this  man  Price 
did  excite  them  on  that  subject. 

Qnesiion.  It  was  claimed,  was  it  not,  that  this  man  Price  was  the  man  who  got  up 
that  attack  on  that  colored  man  f 

Anstcer.  It  was  claimed  that  Price  was  one  of  the  parties  who  committed  the  attack 
upon  this  man  Kennard,  together  with  some  colored  men  who  aided  him. 

Question,  Then  the  colored  people  were  not  disturbed  by  reason  of  anj'  attack  being 
made  uik)u  this  colored  man  who  came  over  from  Alabama;  they  were  on  Price's  side, 
were  they  not,  in  that  controversy? 

Answer.  I  suppose  so.  As  I  understood  from  the  testimony,  this  man  Kennard  was 
charged  with  taking  certain  colored  men  away  from  Meridian  and  carrying  them  back 
to  Sumter  County. 

Qneslion.  That  is  what  I  want  to  get  at.  A  band  of  men  came  over  from  Alabama  at 
one  of  these  trials,  a  band  of  armed  men  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  I  think  the  same  parties  came  over  at  the  time  this  man  Price  was 
to  be  tried,  to  protect  persons  who  were  to  be  at  the  trial  in  some  way ;  and  when  that 
party  went  back  they  carried  ce^i^tain  colored  men  back  with  them. 

Question.  Took  them  away  without  any  law,  without  any  x)rocess  ? 

Answei'.  Yes,  sir;  so  I  understand. 

Question.  Was  not  the  fact  that  some  men  had  come  there  and  taken  away  to  another 
State  some  colored  men  without  any  process  of  law,  and  nothing  had  been  done  about 
it — was  not  that  the  very  thing  that  disturbed  and  excited  the  colored  people;  was  not 
that  why  they  had  their  meeting  t 

Answer.  From  what  I  heard  there  during  the  investigation,  I  do  not  think  that 
would  have  caused  the  difficulty.  I  believe  the  difficulty  was  caused  by  certain  par- 
ties there  in  Meridian  operating  upon  the  feelings  of  the  blacks,  making  representa- 
tions to  them  which  perhaps  were  not  warranted  by  the  facts. 

Question.  Price  had  left  the  place  and  gone  away  before  this  riot  occurred  t 

Answer,  I  think  he  had  ;  but  there  were  other  men  there  who  I  think  did  all  they 
could  to  excite  ill-feeling  between  the  whites  and  blacks. 

Question.  Was  not  the  very  thing  which  the  colored  people  were  excited  about  the 
fact  that  these  men  from  Alabama  liad  taken  two  or  three  colored  men,  without  any 
law  or  any  ])rocess,  and  had  carried  them  to  Alabama  t 

Answer.  1  have  no  doubt  that  had  some  effect. 

Question.  Yon  say  that,  from  the  evidence,  you  are  satisfied  that  this  man  Tyler  was 
the  man  who  fired  the  first  shot  on  the  occasion  of  that  riot  t 

Ansfiver.  Yes,  sir,  I  was. 

Question.  Are  you  satisfied  that  it  was  the  shot  that  he  fired  which  killed  Judge 
Bramletto  ? 

Answer.  I  think  so. 

Question.  Did  you  suppose  that  he  intended  to  kill  Judge  Bramlettc  T 

Answer.  Weli,  there  was  nothing  clear  in  the  evidence  upon  that  point ;  there  was 
only  this,  that  Judge  Bramlette  and  a  party  named  Brantley,  with  whom  the  conversa- 
tion occurred  immediately  preceding  the  shooting 

Question.  BcaBtley  was  the  witness  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir.  The  witness  and  Judge  Bramlette  were  near  together ;  but  it  was 
stated  by  se-veral  witnesses  that  they  were  not  so  near  together  that  to  tire  at  one  man 
would  be  likely  to  kill  the  other.  From  that  I  came  to  the  conclusion  that  Tyler  fired 
at  the  justiee  of  the  j^eace;  however,  he  might  have  fired  at  the  witness,  Brantley. 
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Question,  Was  there  any  evidence  of  any  hostility  that  he  felt  toward  Judge  Brara^ 
ettef 

Atmrer,  I  do  not  know  that  there  was  any  testimony  to  that  effect  before  the  com- 
mittee, hut  I  know  it  was  so  stated  in  Meridian. 

Question,  There  was  an  ill-feeling  between  Tyler  and  the  justice  of  the  peace  f 

Sinsicci'.  Yes,  sir, 

QueHiion.  This  Justice  Braralette  was  a  republican,  was  he  not  T 

.Ansiccr,  He  was  called  a  republican,  but  I  think  he  was  what  is  known  as  a  conserva- 
tive republican. 

Question,  If  Tyler  fired  at  all,  if  he  intended  to  fire  and  shoot  any  one,  is  it  not  a  resison- 
able  su^'.])osition,  w*as  it  not  your  belief,  that  he  intended  to  fire  at  the  man  who  was 
trying  to  make  an  attack  on  him  f 

Ansicer,  Tliat  was  my  belief,  until  I  heard  that  there  was  some  ill-feeling  between 
him  and  the  justice  of  the  peace. 

Question.  You  say  there  \va8  no  evidence  of  that  ? 

AnsiFcr,  There  was  no  evidence  before  our  committee,  but  I  heard  that  in  Meridian  ; 
I  will  not  say  whether  it  was  in  committee  or  out  of  it  that  I  heard  of  it. 

Question,  We  have  had  the  testimony  of  various  witnesses  who  were  there,  who  know 
all  about  that  transaction,  and  I  do  not  think  it  worth  while  to  inquire  further  about 
it.  Now,  a  word  as  to  what  Mr.  French  testified  to  in  regard  to  a  statement  made  by 
yon  and  others.  He  said  that  these  outrages  which  had  been  committed  by  disguised  men 
Were  reprobated  and  disapproved  by  respect-able  men  of  the  democratic  party,  and  he 
named  yon  among  others.    Was  that  true  t 

Answer,  It  is  true  to  this  extent,  that  whenever  those  outrages  did  occur  I  did  not 
approve  them. 

Question.  Exactly. 

Anstcer.  I  have  no  recollection  of  ever  having  had  any  conversation  with  Mr.  French 
on  the  snbject.     But  I  will  state  that  such  is  my  opinion. 

Question,  So  far  as  that  kind  of  outrages  have  been  committed,  you  did  disapprove 
them  f 

Answer.  Y'es,  sir ;  w^herever  they  have  been  committed  I  disapproved  them. 

Question,  That  is  your  sentiment  now,  and  that  has  been  your  sentiment  f 

Ansicer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Do  you  feel  confident  that  you  never  expressed  that  judgment  in  the  hear- 
ing and  presence  of  Mr.  French  f 

Ansicer.  I  have  no  recollection  of  any  such  expression. 

Question,  Have  you  ever  concealed  your  sentiments  on  that  subject ;  have  you  not 
been  open  in  your  expression  of  disapproval  f 

Answer^  I  do  not  recollect  a  single  instance  where  I  have  expressed  my  disapproval; 
but  I  state  now  that  wherever  any  lawless  conduct  occurs,  if  it  does  occur,  I  disap- 
prove of  it. 

Question.  Have  you  never  hieard  of  any  such  lawless  conduct? 

Answer,  There  have  been  instances  of  lawlessness  apparently  well  authenticated. 
That  I  disapproved  of ;   I  say  now  I  disapprove  of  it. 

Question.  Have  you  not  always  expressed  your  sentiment  of  disapproval  f 

Answer.  I  may  have  expressed  it;  I  do  not  recollect  now. 

Question.  Y'ou  have  never  attemx>ted  to  conceal  your  sentiments  on  that  snbject  t 

Ansiver,  I  have  never  made  any  attempt  to  conceal  them. 

Question,  Y'ou  are  open  and  public  in  your  disapproval  of  it  t 

Answer.  Perhaps  that  may  convey  a  wrong  impression.  K  my  opinion  was  asked 
about  it,  I  would  disapprove  of  it. 

Question,  fias  it  not  been  a  matter  very  much  talked  of  in  your  State  T 

Answei\  Not  much  ;  it  is  looked  upon  there  as  rather  ridiculous,  as  gotten  up  for 
political  effect,  as  bogus. 

Question,  Have  you  not  heard  of  many  well-authenticated  cases  where  bands  of  dis- 
guised men  have  whipped  men,  and  in  some  cases  killed  them  f 

Anstcer.  1  have  not— not  of  many  of  them.  I  have  heard  of  some  instances  where  it 
was  stated  that  bands  of  disguised  men  had  committed  outrages ;  but  of  my  own 
knowledge  I  do  not  know  of  any  such  case. 

Question.  I  am  not  asking  you  of  your  knowledge ;  but  have  you  not  heard  of  in- 
siances  of  that  sort  which  you  believed  to  be  true  1 

Anstcer.  Well,  sir,  the  cases  that  I  have  heard  of  in  Mississippi  have  occurred  a  long 
w.ty  from  where  I  live.  It  would  be  hard  for  me  to  say  whether  I  believed  some  of 
them  to  be  true.  I  think  that  to  some  extent  the  statements  made  in  relation  to  cer- 
tain outrages  are  true. 

Quesiion,  And  to  the  extent  that  they  are  true,  you  disapproved  them  t 

Answer.  Certainly  I  do.  Where  parties  commit  these  outrages  I  do  disapprove 
them. 

Question.  You  say  now  you  think  that  is  all  over;  but  was  there  not  a  time  in  your 
State  when  there  were  a  great  many  of  such  occurrences  f 
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Ansicer.  I  do  not  know  of  a  time  when  they  were  any  more  nnmcrons  than 'they  are 
now. 

(Juesthn.  You  think  there  is  as  much  of  it  now  as  there  has  been  at  any  time  f 

Anntrer.  Yes,  sir;  in  my  section  of  the  State.  I  am  not  a  very  good  witness  on  that 
Bulijt'ct  on  one  side  or  the  other.  In  my  section  of  the  State  there  never  have  been 
tlicse  outrajres  to  any  extent,  and  there  are  not  now.  The  alleged  outrages  occurred 
in  a  dilFerent  part  of  the  State. 

()nfstiou.  Have  yon  never  lieard  of  any  bands  of  disguised  men  in  your  county? 

AiiHiver.  None  committing  depredations. 

Qu(8lion,  Have  you  ever  heard  of  bauds  of  disguised  men  being  out  at  night  for  any 
purpose  f 

AiiHinr.  No,  sir., 

(^ueHt'ion.  Not  at  all  f 

AnHwer.  No,  sir. 

Quextion,  You  have  never  heard  of  any  disguised  men  in  your  county  T 

Aimm,  No,  sir,  except  that  1  have  known  of  the  existence  of  political  organizations 
then*  ill  18B8 ;  they  were  in  disguise  in  their  meetings,  but  nowhere  else. 

Question.  They  held  meetings,  and  were  in  disguise  f 

Aufurer.  During  their  meetings,  yes,  sir. 

QufMion.  What  was  the  object  of  that  ori^anization  ? 

Annicer,  It  was  during  the  canvass  for  the  adoption  or  rejection  of  the  constitution 
in  lH(k^,  and  for  the  election  of  a  governor  in  my  State. 

Question.  Why  were  they  in  disguise  in  these  meeting^? 

Atmver,  Well,  it  was  a  kind  of  political  organization  in  which  they  were  required  to 
be  in  certain  unifonn,  and  they  appeared  n  that  uniform  during  tlie  meeting;  that  I 
know — nothing  more  than  that. 

Question.  Were  their  faces  concealed  f 

Anstcer.  Yes,  sir. 

Queation*  What  was  the  object  of  that  f 

Au«\cer.  There  was  no  object  stated ;  they  merely  appeared  in  disguise  in  their  meet- 
ings. 

Question,  Have  you  any  idea  what  wa»  the  object  of  that  T 

Answer.  Well,  I  do  not  know  that  there  was  any  particular  object  in  view  ;  perhajM 
it  was  to  give  it  some  air  of  importance,  sanctity,  or  something  of  that  sort. 

Question.  W\*re  they  armed  as  well  as  disguised  t 

Ansirer.  Not  that  I  know  of. 

Question.  Was  this  a  general  practice  f 

Answer.  Not  that  I  know  of,  sir.  What  I  speak  of  is  a  little  society  that  was  origi- 
nated by  somebody  there  in  the  village,  which  was  the  county  seat  of  my  county. 
They  took  a  certain  oath;  I  have  forgotten  what  it  was ;  the  organization  did  not  last 
more  than  two  or  three  weeks.  They  appeared  in  a  certajn  unilbrm  during  that  time, 
which  uniform  embraced  a  disguise  as  part  of  the  uniform.  Immediately  after  the 
election  the  whole  thing  disappeared,  and  was  never  revived  in  that  county. 

Question.  Can  you  give  us  any  idea  of  what  the  motive  for  that  disguise  was  T 

Answer.  The  motive  was,  I  suppose,  to  give  it  an  air  of  mystery,  jierhaps  to  give 
greater  importance-to  it  in  the  estimation  of  the  members. 

Question,  Did  you  hapi)en  to  belong  to  that  organization  f 

Answer.  I  did. 

Question.  Do  you  know  that  such  a  practice  obtained  in  other  places  f 

Ansirer.  I  do  not. 

Question,  Do  you  know  whether  it  did  OT  not? 

A  nswer.  I  do  not.  I  believe  I  attended  two  or  three  meetings  of  it,  but  I  saw  it 
amounted  to  nothing,  that  it  was  foolishness,  and  I  no  longer  met  with  it. 

Question.  Have  you  heard  of  anybody  in  your  State  being  killed  by  a  band  of  dis- 
guised men,  and  in  the  night-time  f 

Answer.  I  have  not. 

Question.  You  have  heard  of  no  instance  of  that  sort  f 

Answer.  None  that  I  can  call  to  mind  now. 
•     Question.  Have  you  ever  heard  of  anybody  in  your  State  being  taken  out  in  the  night 
time  by  a  body  of  disguised  men  and  whipped  or  beaten  f 

Answer,  I  heard  of  an  instance  that  occurred  in  an  acyoining  county  a  year  or  two 
ago. 

Question.  What  county  was  that? 

Answer.  The  county  of  Jefferson. 

Question,  What  was  that  transaction  t 

Answer.  It  was  some  party  there,  a  white  man,  who  was  objectionable  for  some  iva- 
sou  that  I  did  not  understand ;  he  claimed  to  have  been  maltreated  and  abused  by  a 
party  oi  disguised  men,  in  the  night. 

Question.  Do  you  believe  that  such  a  transaction  as  that  did  take  place  f 

Ansteer,  O,  I  suppose  he  was  abused,  yes,  sir;  but  thcrb  was  nothing  political  in  it 
that  I  know  of;  he  was  maltreated. 
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Question.  Have  you  heard  of  other  instaDces  of  men  being  whipped  or  beaten  by  dis- 
guised men,  any  other  instance  in  the  State  anywhere,  that  came  to  your  knowledge 
aathentieally,  by  information  which  is  credible  T 

.  Amncct\  1  know  of  no  other  instance  that  was  well  authenticated.    I  have  seen  it 
stated  in  the  newspapers  that  a  man  mimed  Huggins  had  been  whipped  in  Morrvo 
County  ;  of  that  I  know  nothing  except  the.  newspaper  account. 
i^ntfition.  He  was  a  United  States  ollicer,  collector,  or  assessor? 
Answer.  He  was  a  United  States  officer  of  some  kind,  and  a  supervisor  of  public 
schools  in  the  county. 

Quiiition.  Do  yon  believe  the  statement  is  true,  that  a  body  of  disguised  men  did  take 
him  out  in  the  night  and  abuse  him? 
Jnntcer.  1  have  seen  nothing  of  it  but  the  newspaper  account. 
Qutstion.  Do  you  believe  it  to  bo  truet 

Jtmcer.  I  think  it  probable  that  he  was  whippped  or  abused  in  some  way. 
(Question,  Do  you  know  what  was  the  alleged  reason  for  doing  it  f 
JuBicer.  No,  sir ;  I  heard  various  statements  about  it.    I  think,  though,  that  it  was 
caused  by  some  difficulty  in  relation  to  their  county  bchools;  perhaps  the  man  made 
improper  distinctions  between  the  whiter  und  the  blacks,  and  there  was  dissatisfaction 
about  that. 

Qucslion,  What  improper  distinctions  did  he  make  ? 
Ansicer.  I  do  not  know ;  I  cannot  state  the  particulai's. 

Qiteftiion.  Did  you  ever  hear  anything  more  than  that  he  gave  colored  children  the 
same  advantages  that  he  gave  white  children  ? 

Answer.  Well,  I  have  heard  that  he  expended  the  school  funds  very  recklessly, 
incurred  much  greater  expenses  than  were  necessary. 

QneHtiom.  He  waii  extravagant  in  his  expenditure  of  the  money! 
Answer.  Yes,  sir  ;  extravagant  in  his  exi)enditures. 

QttOftion.  Did  you  hear  it  claimed  that  he  misapiiropriated  or  embezzled  the  school 
fund,  or  anything  of  that  sort;  or  only  that  he  was  extravagant  in  his  expenditure 
ofit  ? 

Anffwer.  I  do  not  recollect  any  particular  instance  of  embezzlement.  In  fact,  I  paid 
but  little  attention  to  his  case  at  all;  it  was  in  the  northern  part  of  the  State,  and  I 
live  in  the  southern  part  of  the  State,  and  I  know  but  little  about  the  matter. 

Question.  A  word  now  in  relation  to  the  legislation  about  railroads  in  your  State. 
The  interest  which  the  State  had  in  the  road  was  given  to  the  owners  of  the  road? 

Answer.  No,  sir  ;  it  was  not  given  tip  to  the  owners  of  the  road  ;  it  wa«  given  up  to 
McComb,  of  the  New  Orleans  and  Jackson  Kailroad;  he  was  the  president  of  the  road. 
Qitcstion,  The  State  surrendered  its  interest  to  the  railroad  company  ? 
Atttncer.  The  State  surrendered  all  the  interest  it  owned  in  the  New  Orleans  and 
.Jackson   Railroad,  together  with  all  the  int**rest  that  the  State  owned  in  other  rail- 
roads, surrendered  it  all  to  the  New  Orleans  and  Jackson  Railroad. 
Question.  On  condition  that  the  company  should  complete  the  road? 
Answer.  Yes,  sir;  to  extend  it  to  certain  points  in  the  State. 
Question.  On  the  ground  that  it  would  lead  to  the  public  advantage  f 
Answer.  The  extension  of  the  road  would  no  doubt  be  for  the  advantage  of  the  State. 
Qutstion.  That  was  not  made  a  distinct  party  question  in  the  legislature,  was  it  ? 
Answer.  No,  sir ;  not  as  regards  those  who  lived  along  the  line  of  the  road. 
Question   Can  you  tell  us  how  many  democratic  members  voted  against  that  propo- 
•sition  ? 

Answer.  I  think  they  all  voted  against  it,  except  those  who  lived  upon  the  line  of 
the  projected  road. 
Question.  Did  all  the  republican  members  vote  for  it  7 
Avsrcer.  O,  no,  not  all  of  them. 
Question.  Some  of  the  republicans  voted  against  it  f 

Answer.  Some  of  the  republicans  voted  for  it,  and  some  of  the  republicans  voted 
against  a  great  many  dishonest  appropriations,  in  my  estimation. 

Question.  The  majority  voted  for  that  railroad  proposition  t  ^ 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  It  was  not  made  a  party  question  ? 

Answer.  Not  strictly  a  party  question.  As  I  have  said,  there  were  some  democratic 
members,  who  lived  along  the  line  of  the  road,  who  voted  for  it. 

Question.  Has  that  legislation  ever  been  made  a  pretext  for  any  lawlessness  or  vio- 
lence on  the  part  of  anybody  f 

Answer.  Not  at  all.    There  is  very  little  lawlessness  iu  my  State. 
Question.    If  there  has  been  any  lawless  act  of  violence  committed  on  anybody,  it 
has  not  been  in  consequence  of  anything  which  your  legislature  did  in  regard  to  that 
railroad? 

Answer.  1  think  not. 

Question.  Nobody  has  ever  pretended  that  ? 

Answer.  I  think  not. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


214        CONDITION   OF   AFFAIHS   IN   THE   SOUTHERN   STATES. 

Qtteslion.  You  told  us  about  a  cou tract  authorized  by  tbe  legislature  in  relation  to  the 
Btat«  x><^"^^<*"tiary  ? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

(Jtiestiou.  Was  that  made  a  party  question  ? 

Atitfinr.  It  was,  with  the  excei>tion  of  one  or  two  democratic  membcre  who  voted 
for  it. 

QutafhiK  Did  all  the  republicans  vote  for  itf 

Ansirer.  Not  all  of  them. 

(Jnestion.  So  that  they  did  not  divide  on  the  question  accordiup  to  party  lines  ? 

An8irer.  The  democrats  were  unanimous  against  it,  with  perhaps  one  or  two  excep- 
tions ;  I  will  not  state  positively. 

Question.  And  the  republicans  were  unanimously  in  favor  of  it,  except  that  some 
voted  against  it  ? 

Anstccr.  I  did  not  state  that  th(^*  republicans  were  unanimously  in  favor  of  it,  but 
that  the  democrats  were  unanimously  against  it,  with  one  or  two  exceptions.  As  to 
the  republicans,  some  were  opposed  to  it,  but  a  great  many  were  in  favor  of  it. 

(Jnesfion.  You  cannot  say  that  that  was  made  a  party  question  ? 

An»icer.  No,  sir;  not  strictly  speakiug. 

Question,  Those  who  voted  for  it  claim  that  this  contract  was  more  advantageous  to 
the  State  than  any  other  that  was  projwsedf 

Ansicer.  Some  of  them  with  whom  I  conversed  claimed  that. 

Question.  They  claimed  that,  whether  it  was  true  or  not  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Has  the  legislation  on  that  subject  ever  been  made  a  pretext  on  the  part  of 
anybo<ly  for  any  lawlessness  or  violence,  or  has  any  grown  out  of  it  f 

Ansivcr.  I  do  not  know  that  any  lawlessness  has  grown  out  of  it ;  I  do  not  think  any 
lawlessness  exists  in  the  State  more  than  here.  • 

Question.  I  am  not  speaking  about  that.  If  there  is  any  it  has  not  grown  out  of 
that  legislation  f 

Answer.  Not  that  I  know  of. 

Question.  You  never  heard  anyliody  claim  that  f 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  In  your  county  what  is  the  number  of  voters  ? 

Answer.  About  I,20(). 

Question.  In  all,  black  and  white  T 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  What  is  the  proportion  between  the  blacks  and  whites  f 

Answer.  They  are  very  nearly  equal ;  there  is  very  little  difference. 

Question.  Has  there  been  perfect  freedom  of  expression  of  political  opinions  in  yoar 
county  ? 

Ansiccr.  1  think  so. 

Question.  By  everybody,  of  all  parties  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Nobody  has  been  molested  or  disturbed  there  on  account  of  his  political 
opinion  ? 

Answer.  None  that  I  know  of. 

Question.  Everj'  man  has  been  left  perfectly  free,  so  far  as  you  know,  to  vote  just  as 
he  pleased  f 

Answer.  So  far  as  I  know. 

Question.  And  to  argue  political  questions  just  as  he  pleased  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Do  you  think  that  has  been  so  in  all  parts  of  the  State  f 

Answer.  So  far  as  my  observation  has  extended. 

Question.  Have  you  heard  of  anything  in  the  State 

Answer.  I  have  heard  a  great  variety  of  statements  by  the  party  opposed  to  that  to 
which  I  belong — by  the  rex^ublican  party. 

Question.  I  want  to  have  you  state  whether,  in  your  judgment,  that  same  freedom 
which  exists  m  your  county  exists  in  all  i>arts  of  the  State  f 

Anstrer.  I  would  not  like  to  express  an  opinion  about  counties  that  I  know  nothing 
of. 

Question,  I  ask  your  opinion,  based  upon  the  information  which  you  derived  from 
the  public  press. 

Answer.  I  have  no  information  of  any  case  where  they  were  not  allowed  to  express 
their  opinions  as  they  saw  tit,  and  not  allowed  to  vote  as  they  saw  fit,  I  have  seen 
statements  to  the  contrary. 

Question.  You  have  heard  it  charged  that  there  was  not  perfect  freedom  in  other 
parts  of  the  State  ? 

Answer.  1  have  heard  it  so  charged,  and  I  have  seen  statements  to  tbe  contrary  before 
the  congressional  committee  here  in  1808. 

Question,  You  have  heard  different  opinions  expressed  about  that  T 
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Ansicer.  Yes,  sir;  I  have  beard  different  statements  abont  it. 

Qitfsiion,  Are  you  able  to  swear  tbat  you  believe  it  bas  been  perfectly  free  and  open 
in  all  parts  of  tbe  State  for  everybody  to  vote  jubt  as  bo  pleased,  witbout  molestation  T 

Anstcer,  Tbat  eacb  man  is  allowed  to  vote  witbout  molestation? 

QueaUon.  Yes  ;  do  you  believe  tbat  bas  been  so  in  all  parts  of  tbe  State  f 

Ansicvr.  Tbat  tbat  bas  been  so  t 

QuesiioH.  Yes. 

Ansirirr.  Well,  I  tbink  that  eacb  man  bas  been  allowed  to  vote  as  be  pleased,  witb- 
out molestation,  generally  tbrougbout  the  State.  Tbere  may  have  been  cases;  I  can 
si)eak  of  none  of  my  own  knowledge  or  from  information ;  I  would  not  say  that  cases 
have  not  existed  where  intimidation  has  been  used.    I  know  of  no  such  casf5S. 

Question.  t)o  you  tbink  tbe  colored  people  tbrougbout  tbe  State  feel  perfectly  free 
and  easy  to  vote  for  tbe  republican  ticket  if  they  want  to,  everywhere  in  Missis- 
sippi f 

Answer,  I  tbink  so,  so  far  as  my  observation  tbere  extends ;  I  think,  though,  there  is 
some  difficulty  occasionally  in  their  voting  the  other  ticket. 

Quefttion.  The  great  majority  of  tbe  colored  people  are  on  the  republican  side  ? 

AnHxccr.  O,  yes,  they  are  generally  on  the  republican  side.  But  there  is  a  very  warm 
feeling  on  tbe  jiart  of  the  colored  people  against  those  colored  people  who  voted  any 
other  ticket  than  the  republican  ticKet. 

Qumiion.  The  great  mass  of  the  colored  voters  think  it  an  exceedingly  foolish  thing 
for  a  colored  man  to  do,  to  vote  tbe  democratic  ticket? 

Amirer.  The  great  mass  of  the  colored  people  think  it  is  their  duty  to  vote  the  re- 
publican ticket,  as  they  are  directed  to  do,  and  as  they  ordinarily  do. 

By  Iklr.  Pool  : 

Quention.  I  understood  you  to  say  tbat  you  thought  tbat  at  one  time  tbere  was  an 
organization  in  tbe  State  of  Mississippi,  of  what  is  popularly  known  as  tbe  Ku- 
Klux?  ^ 

Ansicer.  That  I  said  I  thought  there  was  such  an  organization  f 

Qutsiion,  At  one  time. 

Anhtcer.  I  do  not  think  I  said  any  such  thing. 

Question.  Then  I  misunderstood  you  if  you  did  not.  You  were  speaking  of  what  Mi'. 
French  bas  tostitied  to  here. 

Ansicer.  According  to  my  recollection  the  question  was,  if  I  did  not  condemn  acts  of 
lawlessn^^ss  wherever  they  occun*ed,  whether  by  parties  in  disguise  or  not ;  and  my 
answer  was  that  I  did. 

Question.  Do  you  believe  there  ever  was  in  the  State  an  organization  of  what  is  pub- 
licly known  as  the  Ku-Klux  t 

Ansicer.  I  have  known  no  such  organization. 

Question.  I  did  not  put  the  question  in  that  form.  I  asked  you  if  you  believe  tha; 
tbere  ever  existed,  in  the  State  of  Mississippi,  since  the  surrender,  such  an  organizatior 
as  is  popularly  termed  Ku-Klux  f 

Ansicer.  Tbat  is  a  very  general  term.  \Vbat  do  you  mean  by  "popularly  termed  Ku- 
Klux  ?  '^  What  kind  of  an  organization  is  that  f  If  you  will  be  more  specific,  I  wil. 
give  a  definite  answer  to  tbe  question. 

Question.  Do  you  not  understand  what  is  generally  meant  by  tbe  term  Ku-Klux 
organization  ? 

Ansicer.  If  it  means  an  organization  that  is  in  disguise,  I  will  state  in  answer  to  that 
question,  that  I  have  known  of  a  political  organization  in  1868,  in  which  they  wore 
disguises.  If  it  is  asked  wbether  I  know  anything  of  an  organization  in  tbe  State  that 
committed  outrages,  whether  in  disguise  or  not,  I  will  state  that  1  know  of  no  such 
organization. 

Question.  Wuat  was  tbe  disguise  tbat  was  used  by  the  society  to  wbich  you  re- 
ferred? 

Ansicer.  Of  wbich  I  spoke  a  while  ago  ? 

Question.  The  one  to  wbich  you  belonged. 

Ansicer,  It  was  a  white  gown  worn  by  the  members. 

Question.  What  else  f 

Ansicer.  A  white  bat. 

Question.  Do  jou  mean  by  a  hat,  a  disguise  over  the  face  ? 

Ansicer.  A  caiJ  over  the  bead. 

Question.  Were  tbere  any  boms  upon  it  ? 

Ansicer.  O,  no,  sirj  no  boms  upon  it  tbat  I  know  of.  I  will  state  all  I  know  about 
this  disguise  anr'  -*us  society.  Some  parties  stated  to  me  that  tbere  was  a  political 
society — I  have  forgotten  what  they  called  it — being  organized  to  secure  tbe  suc- 
cess of  the  opponents  of  the  republican  party,  and  I  was  asked  to  join  it,  and  1  did  so. 
Tbat  was  a  disguise  or  uniform  that  was  worn  in  their  meetings,  and,  so  far  as  my 
knowledge  extends,  only  worn  during  tbe  meeting;  tbe  only  object  of  it,  so  far  as  I 
could  see,  was  to  organize  and  electioneer  during  the  election  of  1868. 

Question.  How  extensive  was  that  organization  in  your  State  ? 
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Anstccr.  I  know  nothiug  of  it  beyond  my  own  village ;  and  I  know  nothing  of  that 
particnJar  organization  except  for  two  or  three  weeks;  it  lasted  no  longer  than  that. 

Question.  Do'you  know  there  is  such  a  city  as  London  f 

Anmrer,  1  bave  heard  so. 

Question.  I  asked  you  if  you  knew  it. 

Ansurer.  I  do  not. 

Question.  Do  yon  believe  there  is  f 

Armver.  I  believe  there  is. 

Question.  You  say  that  you  do  not  know  of  your  own  knowledge  that  there  is  snah 
an  organization,  extending  beyond  your  county,  of  the  same  character  as  the  one  in 
your  village? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Knowing  is  one  thing;  do  you  believe  that  the  organization  extended 
further  ? 

Anstcer.  I  do ;  I  believe  it  exttrnded  inrther,  but  how  far  I  do  not  know.  I  never  had 
any  coniniunication  with  any  organization  outside  of  the  county  or  outside  of  my  own 
village.  It  is  merely  a  supposition  of  mine,  that  it  did  extend  further ;  I  thuik  it  rea- 
sonable to  suppose  that  it  did. 

Question.  Have  you  ever  seen  men  who  told  you  that  they  were  members  of  the 
organizaticm  beyond  your  county! 

Answer.  1  tbiiik  the  parties  who  brought  the  organization  there,  stated  that  they 
were  members  of  the  same  kind  of  organization  somewhere  else  in  the  same  county. 

Question.  Did  you  find  any  member  of  the  legislature  who  was  a  member  of  a  simi- 
lar society  f 

Answer.  I  did  not;  I  had  forgotten  all  al>out  it  when  I  came  to  the  legislature; 
nothing  of  the  kind  existed,  so  far  as  I  knew,  when  I  became  a  member  of  the  legis- 
lature. • 

Question.  Did  yon  speak  to  any  members  of  the  legislature  on  the  subject  of  these 
Ku-Klux  outrages? 

Answer.  I  KUiJjJose  wo  have  frequently  spoken  about  it. 

Question.  Members  of  your  own  party  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  But  I  have  never  heard  of  any  organization  anywhere  else  than 
the  one  I  tell  you  of,  in  1868 ;  and  I  knew  of  that  no  longer  than  tbe  time  I  spoke  of. 

Question.  What  was  that  organization  called  of  wbich  you  speak? 

Anstver.  I  have  forgotten  the  name  ;  I  think  it  was  called  the  Knights  of  the  Black 
Cross,  though  I  am  not  positive  about  that. 

Question.  Did  you  ever  hear  them  called  Pale  Faces  ? 

^lw*«'er.  I  never  did,  that  I  recollect  of. 

Question.  Did  you  ever  hear  tbem  called  the  White  Brotherhood? 

Answer.  No,  sir.  Some  man  came  to  the  town  where  I  live,  a  short  time  after  they 
started  this  concern  to  which  I  belonged,  and  attempted  to  start  something  else,  which 
he  called  by  some  other  name.  But  some  of  the  young  men  became  disgusted  with  it, 
and  rode  him  out  of  town  on  a  rail,  and  that  was  the  end  of  it. 

Question.  Was  he  a  democrat  ? 

Answer.  He  claimed  to  be  one. 

Question.  Why  did  they  ride  him  out  of  town  on  a  rail  ? 

Answer.  They  thought  he  was  an  impostor,  and  they  took  that  mode  to  get  him 
away. 

Question.  Did  they  do  him  any  other  injury? 

Anmcer.  Not  that  I  know  of. 

Question.  Did  you  have  any  oath  in  that  organization  to  which  you  belonged  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  there  was  some  oath  to  be  taken ;  what  it  was  I  have  forgotten. 

Question.  What  was  the  purport  of  it  ? 

Answer.  According  to  my  recollection,  it  was  an  oath  of  fidelity  to  the  Constitution, 
to  prevent  innovations  upon  the  Constitution,  and  to  endeavor  to  secure  the  success  of 
the  conservative  party.    That  was  the  substance  of  it,  according  to  my  recollection. 

Question.  Oiipositiou  to  negro  suffrage  ? 

Answer.  Nothing  of  that  kind  that  I  recollect  of. 

Question,  What  do  you  mean  by  innovations  upon  the  Constitution ;  the  Constita- 
tion  of  the  United  States,  or  the  constitution  of  the  State  of  Mississippi? 

Answer.  The  Constitution  of  the  United  States. 

Question.  That  was  in  1868? 

Answei:  Y'es,  sir. 

Question.  Was  not  the  constitutional  amendment  granting  suffirage  to  colored  people 
pending  at  that  time  before  the  people  of  this  country  ? 

Answer.  It  was  not  pending  in  that  State  at  that  time. 

Question.  That  was  previous  to  its  adoption  T 

Answer.  It  was  previous  to  its  adoption  by  that  State,  yes,  sir. 

Question.  Did  your  oath  say  opposition  to  any  innovation  npon  the  national  Coosti- 
tution  ? 
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An9irei\  The  oath  waato  eupport  the  Constitution,  aod  to  adhere  to  it,  and  to  prevent 
its  violation.  There  was  no  oath  to  prohibit  any  amendment  to  the  Constitution,  or  to 
oppose  any  amendment  to  the  Constitution,  that  I  recoUect  of. 

Questwn.  Was  the  oath  to  support  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  as  it  then 
was,  or  as  it  was  before  the  war  f 

Answer.  As  it  then  existed. 

Qutfiiion.  Did  you  have  iiasawords  f 

Anmcer.  I  am  not  sure  whether  they  had  them  or  not ;  tbey  may  have  had  passwords* 
I  do  not  recollect  distinctiy. 

Question.  Do  you  not  recollect  any  password  that  they  had  f 

Answer.  I  do  not. 

Question.  Would  you  recollect  a  password  of  that  organization  if  it  was  repeated  *x} 
you  f 

Answer.  I  do  not  think  I  would ;  it  did  not  exist  there  in  my  town  more  than  two  or 
three  weeks. 

Question.  Did  they  have  signs  of  recognition  t 

Anstver,  I  believe  they  had  some. 

Question.  Do  you  recollect  any  of  those  signs  t 

Avsicer.  I  do  not. 

Question.  Would  you  recognize  them  if  they  were  to  be  shown  you  now  f 

Answer.  I  do  not  think  I  would.  About  all  I  would  recognize  would  be  their  rather 
peculiar  garb  that  they  wore  at  the  time. 

Question.  Was  there  an  organization  similar  to  yours  in  the  adjoining  county  T 

Answer.  None  that  I  know  of. 

Question.  Did  you  ever  mention  the  fact  that  you  belonged  to  an  organization  that 
vore  disguises  to  any  person  who  did  not  live  in  your  county  t 

Ansico'.  Not  that  I  know  of.  • 

Question.  Did  yon  ever  have  «iuy  conversation  upon  that  subject  with  any  one? 

Answer.  Not  that  I  recollect  of.  I  have  know^n  of  the  existence  of  no  such  organiza- 
tion since  186d,  and  then  I  did  not  know  of  its  existence  beyond  the  limits  of  my  own 
village. 

Question.  You  say  there  was  a  case  in  the  adjoining  county,  where  a  man  was  out- 
raged bj'  a  disguised  band? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  the  case  I  spoke  of  a  while  ago,  the  case  of  a  white  man  in  Jeifer- 
Hou  County,  the  county  adjoining  mine.  He  claims  to  have  been  taken  out  at  night 
and  whipped  by  some  disguised  white  men. 

Question.  Did  you  ever  hear  of  any  similar  case  in  the  county  f 

Answer.  In  Jefferson  County  f 

Question.  Yes. 

Ansicer.  I  have  not. 

Question.  Did  you  ever  hear  of  a  similar  case  in  the  county  of  Amite? 

Answci',  I  recollect  having  seen  a  paragrajih  in  some  newspaper  recently,  about  some 
disturbance  there,  but  what  it  was,  or  any  of  the  particulars  about  it,  I  cannot  state ; 
I  have  no  distinct  or  jjositive  recollection  about  it;  but  I  recollect  that  there  was 
Bouiething  stated  in  the  newspaper,  a  short  time  before  I  left  home,  about  some  disturb- 
ance there. 

Question.  Did  you  ever  hear  of  any  outrage  in  the  county  of  Jackson  ? 

Ansvrer.  I  have  not ;  that  is  some  distance  from  where  I  live. 

Question.  Did  you  ever  hear  of  any  in  Lawrence  County  ? 

Ansiver.  That  is  a  neighboring  county ;  I  have  heard  of  no  disturbance  there. 

Qufstion.  Have  you  seen  accounts  in  the  public  press  of  disguised,  men  in  the  county 
of  Lawrence  ? 

Anstcer.  I  have  not. 

Question.  Have  you  heard  of  any  in  the  county  of  Newton  ? 

Answer.  I  have  not. 

Question.  Have  you  heard  of  any  in  the  county  of  Jasper  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Have  you  heard  of  any  in  the  county  of  Noxubee? 

Ansicer.  1  have  not.  I  have  seen  statements  frequently  in  the  republican  newspaper, 
the  State  organ,  published  at  Jackson,  of  disturbances,  but  where  they  occurred,  or 
the  particulars  about  them,  I  cannot  state.  A  great  many  I  took  to  be  of  no  importance, 
and  not  true  at  the  time  I  saw  them. 

Question.  How  far  is  the  county  of  Oktibbeha  from  your  county  ? 

Anstver.  That  is  up  towards  the  northern  part  of  the  Stat« ;  I  live  in  the  sonth- 
w^tern  part  of  the  Jstate. 

Question.  Have  you  heard  of  any  such  occurences  up  there  ? 

Answer.  I  have  not. 

Question.  Did  you  mix  with  the  republicans  of  the  legislature  and  talk  with  them 
frequently  ? . 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 
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Question,  Members  representiog  different  portions  of  the  State,  counties  in  differeat 
eections  of  the  State  f 

Antncer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Did  you  never  hear  them  speak  of  outrages  committed  in  their  localities  T 

Anncer,  I  do  not  recollect  any  instance.  I  do  not  recollect  to  have  ever  heard  any 
complaint  on  the  part  of  membera  of  the  legislature  about  outrages  thronghout  the 
State.    The  fuss  made  about  it  Tvas  chiefly  on  the  part  of  the  newspapers  of  the  State. 

Question,  What  is  the  county  that  joins' Wayne,  and  which  with  Wayne  is  entitlcsd  to 
a  representative  ? 

Ansirer,  Greene  County,  I  think. 

Question,  How  man^'  voters  has  Greene  Country  f 

Anstcer.  I  cannot  state  distinctly.    I  think  it  has  some  five  or  six  hundred  voters. 

Question,  It  has  five  or  six  huudred  voters  f 

Answer.  I  think  so,  I  will  not  be  i)ositive;  I  only  speak  from  memory. 

Question,  Are  you  sure  that  it  has  over  450  voters  f 

Ansicer,  I  will  not  state  positively  that  it  has  over  that,  though  I  think  it  has. 

Question,  ^^^lat  is  the  voting  population  of  Wayne  County  T 

Ansu'tn",  I  am  couiident  the  voting  i)opulatiou  of  Wayne  Comity  is  between  700  or 
900. 

Question.  What  is  the  other  county  that  borders  on  Wayne  f 

Answer.  I  believe  that  Clark  County  is  the  next  county  to  Wayne  on  the  north* 

Question,  What  is  the  vote  of  that  county! 

Answer.  I  do  not  recollect ;  it  is  sufficient  to  entitle  it  to  one  representative. 

Question,  Do  you  not  know  that  it  is  over  1,300  T 

Answer.  I  think  it  is  over  1,300,  but  I  do  not  know  that  it  is ;  it  is  quite  a  popnlous 
county. 

Question.  Is  there  any  county  that  borders  on  Wayne  that  has  a  less  vote  than  1,100  T 

Answer.  I  caunot  state. 

Question.  The  vot(;  of  five  or  six  hundred,  supposing  the  vote  to  be  so  large  in  Geeene 
County,  would  not  entitle  that  county  to  a  representative  f 

Answer.  Not  according  to  the  ratio  adopted.  I  think  the  ratio  was  about  1,400.  Bat 
previous  to  that  time  every  county  had  been  entitled  to  one  representative,  regardless 
(^population. 

Question,  Greene  County  was  obliged  to  be  put  with  some  other  county,  was  it  not  ? 

Anstrei',  Not  obliged  to  be.  I  think  they  ought  to  have  given  Greene  County  a  sep- 
arate representative. 

Question.  For  500  voters? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  When  the  ratio  was  1,400? 

Answer.  I  think  that  each  county  ought  to  have  had  one  representative,  regardless 
of  the  number  of  voters. 

Question,  Suppose  they  had  fixed  upon  a  different  rule  to  be  applied  all  over  the 
State,  such  a  rule  as  was  adopted,  making  the  ratio  of  representation  some  1,300  or 
1,400,  would  it  not  have  been  necessary  under  that  rule  for  Greene  County  to  have  been 
put  with  some  other  county  ? 

Anstcer,  Yes,  sir ;  if  it  had  been  established  as  a  rule  of  apportionment  that  counties 
should  be  cimsolidated,  then  it  was  necessary  that  Greene  County  should  be  consolidated 
with  some  other  county. 

Question,  There  was  a  ratio  adopted  ? 

Answer,  I  know  there  was  a  ratio  adopted,  just  as  there  is  a  ratio  for  congressmen, 
I  suppose. 

Question.  That  ratio  necessitated  the  consolidation  of  some  of  the  counties  in  yonr 
State,  did  it  not  ? 

Answer,  I  do  not  think  it  necessitated  the  consolidation  of  counties  any  more  than 
the  ratio  of  representation  for  niemb<^rs  of  Congress  necessitated  the  consolidation  of 
States,  when  any  State  has  not  population  enough  for  one  representative,  according  to 
the  ratio  of  representation. 

Question.  If  counties  were  consolidated,  then  Greene  County  must  be  joined  with 
Bome  other  county  ? 

Anstcer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Was  not  Wayne,  the  county  acyoining  it,  which  had  the  least  number  of 
votes  f 

-4 n«rer.  I  think  not. 

Question,  Which  was  the  county  ? 

Anstcer.  I  think  the  county  west  of  Wayne  had  less  i>opnlation. 

Question.  I  mean  adjoining  Greene  County. 

Answer,  Yes,  sir;  I  think  that  Perry  had  a  less  number  of  votes  than  Wayne  County. 

Question,  W^hat  county  was  consolidated  with  Perry  ? 

Answer,  I  do  not  know ;  some  county  was ;  I  know  that  Perry  has  nq)t  a  separate 
representative.  Greene  and  Wayne  counties  were  consolidated.  I  would  ask  what 
is  the  county  west  of  Perry  ? 
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Qvesiion,  It  is  Marion  County. 

Ansiret\  I  think  that,  probahly  Marion  County  was  consolidated  with  Perry  County. 

Question.  According  to  the  ratio  of  representation,  Wayne  County  had  a  little  more 
than  one- half  of  the  number  fixed  upon  as  that  ratio  t 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Qucsimu  Why  was  it  so  very  bad  that  Wayne  and  Greene  Counties  should  be  consoli- 
dated ? 

Ansxcer.  It  is  so  very  bad  in  this  vieVr  of  the  case,  that  Wayne  with  about  900  voters — 
I  will  not  state  precisely  the  number 

Question.  You  say  it  has  between  700  and  900  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  Wayne,  with  that  number  of  voters,  was  denied  a  separate  repre- 
sentative, while  Warren,  aft-er  being  allowed  four  representatives,  with  a  residuum  of 
bomewhere  about  600  voters,  was  granted  a  fifth  representative  for  those  600  voters. 

Question.  How  far  is  Warren  County  from  Wayne  County  t 

Ansicer.  Wayne  County  is  on  the  eastern  border  of  the  State,  and  Warren  County  is 
on  the  western  border. 

Question,  They  had  no  connection,  one  with  the  other  f 

Ansirer.  No,  sir. 

Quesiion.  W^ayne  is  a  very  large  county,  is  it  not  f 

Answer.  Not  very  largo;  I  think  it  is  not  a  very  populous  county. 

Que,'ition.  How  many  representatives  did  it  havei 

Answer.  It  had  oueVepresentative  in  the  legislature. 

Question.  In  the  present  legislatui-e  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.    May  be  you  are  thinking  of  Warren  County. 

Question.  Yes,  that  is  the  one  I  mean. 

Answer.  W^arreu  hasfour  representatives  in  the  present  legislature.  It  is  the  county 
in  which  the  city  of  Vicksburg  is  situated.  By  the  new  apportionment  Warren  is 
entitled  to  two  senators  and  five  representatives;  they  give  Warren  County  two 
senators,  and  they  give  De  Soto  and  Tunica  together  two  senators.  Although  De 
Soto  has  a  larger  number  of  voters  than  Warren  County,  yet  they  give  Warren  County 
two  senators,  and  refuse  to  give  De  Soto  County  two  senators,  but  place  it  with  Tunica 
County  and  give  the  two  counties  two  senators. 

Question.  Warren  County  embraces  the  city  of  Vicksburg  t 

Anstcer.  It  does,  but  it  has  a  smaller  number  of  voters  than  De  Soto  County. 

Question.  Is  the  ratio  of  representation  fixed  by  your  constitution  f 

Answer.  It  is  not. 

Quesiion.  Is  there  anything  in  your  constitution  which  requires  that  one  county 
should  have  at  least  one  representative  T  ^ 

Ansteer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  And  no  ratio  of  representation  for  the  house  or  the  senate  was  fixed  by  the 
constitution  f 

Answer.  No  ratio  was  fixed ;  it  only  states  that  the  number  of  representatives  shall 
not  exceed  so  many  for  the  lower  house,  and  that  the  senate  shall  not  exceed  such  a 
proportion  of  the  members  of  the  lower  house. 

Question.  How  many  members  have  you  in  the  lower  house  f 

Answer.  I  think  one  hundred  and  twenty-five ;  I  will  not  be  positive. 

Question.  How  does  the  constitution  say  those  members  shall  bo  apportioned  f 

An»wer.  According  to  the  population,  but  the  ratio  is  not  fixed ;  that  is  the  question 
you  asked  me. 

Question.  Your  constitution  says  that  the  number  of  representatives  in  the  lower 
house  shall  be  one  hundred  and  twenty  f 

Answer.  Thereabouts. 

Question.  And  that  they  shall  be  apportioned  according  to  population  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  according  to  population. 

Question.  How,  then,  in  accordance  with  your  constitution,  coiild  yon  give  each 
county  a  representative,  should  it  have  less  than  its  ratio  of  population  f 

Answer.  Well,  I  do  not  think  it  was  intended  that  any  county  should  be  deprived  of 
separate  representation.  According  to  my  view  of  the  constitution,  it  was  merelj' 
intended  that  each  county  should  be  entitled  to  one  representative,  and  that  in  addi- 
tion to  oue  for  each  county,  the  representatives  should  be  according  to  population. 

Question.  Your  idea  is  that  members  should  be  first  apportioned  accprding  to  the 
number  of  counties,  each  county  given  one,  and  that  the  balance  should  be  apportioned 
among  the  counties  according  to  their  population  f 

Ansteer.  My  idea  was  that  it  was  not  the  intention  of  the  framers  of  the  constitution 
to  deprive  any  county  of  separate  representation. 

(^testion.  How  are  your  senators  apportioned  f 

Answer,  The  provision  of  the  constitution  requires  that  the  senators  shall  not  exceed 
a  certain  proportion  of  the  representatives,  I  believe  one-third. 

Quesiion,  Are  senators  apportioned  among  the  people  in  the  same  way  as  representa- 
tives f 

Ansv^er.  According  to  population,  yes,  sir. 
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Question.  You  said  that  the  county  of  Warren  had  fewer  voters  than  the  county  of 
De  Soto  f 

Anstcer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  The  county  of  Warren  emhraccs  the  city  of  Vickshurg? 

Anstcer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Has  the  county  of  De  Soto  a  greater  population  than  the  county  of  War- 
ren f 

Answer.  The  county  of  De  Soto  has  a  greater  n^imher  of  qualified  voters,  according 
to  the  returns  furnished  the  legislature  hy  the  secretary  of  state,  and,  I  think,  hai*  a 
greater  number  of  inhabitants. 

Question.  You  think  it  has  a  greater  population? 

Answer.  I  think  it  has  a  greater  population. 

Question,  Has  the  city  of  Vickshurg  increased  in  population  during  the  last  year  f 

Answer.  I  think  so. 

Question.  You  say  it  has  7 

Answer.  I  think  so;  that  is  my  opinion. 

Question.  Has  it  increased  rapidly  f 

Anstcer.  It  has  increased  more  rapidly  than  any  other  town  in  the  State,  perhaps. 

Question.  Is  it  generally  believed  that  it  is  now  growing,  and  likely  to  continue  to 
grow,  with  great  rapidity  f 

Answer.  That  is  the  common  opinion. 

Question.  Do  you  know  what  bearing  that  had  upon  their  idea  of  justice  when  they 
were  fixing  the  apportionment,  to  last  for  many  years,  and  gave  this  additional  repre- 
sent \tive  to  Warren  County! 

Answer.  I  do  not  think  it  had  any  bearing.  I  think  the  fact  that  Warren  County 
was  largely  republican  had  more  bearing  than  anything  else. 

Question.  You  said  it  was  generally  believed  that  the  x)enit«ntiary  bill  was  procured 
by  bribery.  When  you  said  "  generally,"  did  you  mean  by  republicans  as  well  as  dem- 
ocrats  t 

Answer.  I  think  so ;  I  think  it  is  believed  by  republicans  as  well  as  democrats. 

Question.  Bc/  you  mean  generally  by  republicans? 

Answer.  I  will  not  say  it  is  generally  believed  by  the  republicans. 

Question.  Doubtless  some  may  believe  it  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  have  heard  some  express  their  opinion  in  that  way.  I  do  not 
know  whether  a  majority  of  them  believe  so  or  not.  I  think,  though,  it  is  very  com- 
monly believed  in  that  section  of  country. 

Question.  You  said  that  the  man  who  took  that  penitentiary  contract  engaged  to  feed 
the  x^risoners,  to  take  all  the  expenses  off  the  State  for  $18,000  a  year  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  the  State  to  pay  him  $18,000  a  year  for  fifteen  years. 

Question.  And  ho  was  to  take  all  the  expenses  off  the  State  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  but  the  State  delivered  over  to  him  all  the  existing  work- shops 
and  grounds,  and  all  the  prisoners,  and  he  is  to  be  allowed  to  work,  outside  of  the 
walls,  all  the  prisoners  not  sentenced  for  murder,  rape,  or  arson. 

Question.  He  agreed  to  do  that  for  fifteen  years  ! 

Anstcer.  Yes,  sir,  for  $18,000  a  year.  And  then  he  was  required  to  erect  a  factory, 
and  turn  that  over  to  the  State  at  the  expiration  of  the  lease,  for  which  the  Stat-e  was 
to  pay  him  $120,000, 1  do  not  know  at  what  time ;  I  think  that  was  the  amount. 

Question.  Are  there  a  large  number  of  colored  men  sent  to  the  penitentiary  T 

Answer.  I  think  so.    This  party  who  has  leased  the  penitentiary  is  now  working  a 
large  number  of  them  on  his  plantation  in  the  Mississippi  swamps. 
'    Question.  Have  you  many  persons  in  Mississippi  able  to  work  in  a  cotton-factoiy, 
skilled  hands  ? 

Anstcer.  I  suppose  the  number  of  skilled  hands  is  very  small. 

Question.  Are  the  colored  people  in  your  State  in  any  numbers  skilled  in  that  branch 
of  business? 

Answer.  I  judge  not.  The  lessee  of  course  would  have  to  instruct  the  convicts  in 
any  skilled  labor  of  that  sort. 

Question.  Was  that  the  understanding,  that  he  was  to  build  a  factory  and  instruct  the 
convicts  ? 

Answer.  There  was  no  provision  requhing  him  to  instruct  the  convicts;  he  was  to 
construct  the  factory  building,  and  turn  it  over  to  the  State  at  a  particular  time ;  but 
he  was  to  nse  his  own  discretion  whether  he  was  to  instruct  the  convicts  and  avail 
himself  of  their  labor  or  not. 

Question.  Why  do  you  believe  that  the  accusation  against  Price  led  to  thetiot  at 
Meridian? 

Anstcer.  I  believe  it  had  a  great  deal  to  do  with  causing  the  riot  there.  This  man 
Price,  who  was  one  of  the  parties  alleged  to  have  Ku-Klnxed,  as  it  is  called,  this  ne^ro 
Adam  Kennard,  seems  to  have  had  considerable  influence  with  the  negroes  about  Merid- 
ian, and  I  think  he  did  all  he  could  to  create  a  bad  feeling  there.  And  I  think  other 
parties  did  what  they  could  to  create  bad  feeling  there. 
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Question,  Did  not  that  difficulty  with  Price  occur  lone  previous  to  the  riot  f 

Answer,  Ouly  a  few  weeks;  about  three  weeks,  I  think. 

Question.  Did  he  leave  before  the  riott 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  I  believe  it  was  a  tacit  understanding  between  the  prosecution  and 
the  defonHe  there  that  ho  should  leave  in  order  to  avoid  any  difliculty. 

QueHlion.  Were  there  any  white  men  killed  during  tlmt  riot  ? 

Answer.  Judge  Bramlette  was  killed. 

Question.  Was  any  one  killed  but  the  judge  f 

Answei\  I  think  no  other  white  man  was  killed,  but  one  or  two  were  wounded. 

Question.  How  many  colored  men  were  killed  t 

Answer.  I  think  live  or  six. 

Question.  Were  any  houses  burned  ? 

Ausieer.  Yes.  sir;  three  houses  were  burned,  including  the  burning  on  Saturday  night, 
and  perhaps  more  than  three. 

Question.  I  am  not  speaking  of  the  burning  on  Saturday  night. 

Ansicer.  Are  you  speaking  of  the  houses  burned  after  the  riot  f 

Question.  Or  (luring  the  riot;  it  continued  all  night. 

Attstrtr.  Well,  the  tt^stimony  before  us  was  that  Moore's  house  was  burned,  and  also 
the  colored  Baptist  church. 

Question.  Was  Moore  sup]>osed  to  be  a  friend  of  the  negroes  f 

Answ<r.  Oh,  yes ;  he  was  a  negro  himself. 

Question.  Was  it  a  negro  church  that  was  burned  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  but  not  Moore's  church. 

Question.  Did  the  negroes  take  any  part  in  the  riot,  burn  any  houses,  or  commit  any 
outrages  f  • 

Answer.  I  know  of  no  houses  burned  by  negroes ;  I  think  they  committed  an  outrage 
in  beginning  the  riot. 

Question.  You  mean  the  shot  fired  by  Tyler  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  • 

Question.  Was  anythiugfiirther  done  by  the  negroes  during  the  riot? 

Anstcer.  Nothing  further  that  I  know  of;  I  suppose  they  exchanged  shots,  during  the 
trouble  in  the  court-house,  with  the  whites.  Only  one  White  man  was  killed  tnere, 
and  perha]»8  one  or  two  were  wounded.  The  testimony  is  that  they  fired  on  white 
I»er8ons  on  the  Saturday  ilight  preceding. 

Question.  1  am  speaking  of  the  riot.  Do  you  know  that  any  colored  man  fired  a  shot 
in  the  court-house,  except  this  man  Tyler  f 

Anmver.  I  do  not  know  it ;  I  think  there  w^as  testimony  of  some  one  leaning  on  the 
mantel-piece ;  I  do  not  recollect  the  name ;  I  merely  recollect  the  circumsiance  that 
some  colored  man  fired  at  him,  and  the  shot  struck  the  mantel-piece.  But  what  the 
name  of  the  witness  was,  or  the  party  who  fired,  I  do  not  recollect. 

Question.  Did  he  know  the  name  of  the  party  f 

Ansictr.  I  do  not  think  he  did;  he  said  some  black  man  fired  at  him. 

Question.  Were  you  able  to  find  out  the  name  of  a  single  man  who  fired  on  that  occa- 
sion? 

Answer.  I  will  not  be  positive,  except  as  to  Warren  Tyler ;  I  do  not  recollect  the  name 
of  any  white  man  who  fired. 

Question.  Were  any  men  killed  outside  of  the  court-house  that  night  ? 

Ansicer.  Three  were  killed  that  night,  and  this  Warren  Tyler,  who  fired  the  first  shot, 
was  killed  immediately  after  the  riot. 

Question.  How  many  were  killed  in  the  court-room  ? 

Anstcer.  Judge  Bramlette  was  killed  in  the  court-room,  and  a  negro  man  named 
Ford ;  some  think  he  was  killed  by  some  of  the  shots  fired  by  Tyler  ;lie  was  a  police- 
man there. 

Question.  Ho  was  killed  in  the  sheriff's  room  ? 

Ansicer.  According  to  my  recollection,  he  was  killed  in  the  court-room. 

Question.  Bramlette  and  Ford  were  killed  in  the  court-house  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  and  Clopton  was  wounded,  and  his  throat  was  cut  afterward. 

Question.  He  was  thrown  from  the  veranda  ? 

Anstcer.  Yes,  sir,  imAiediately  after  the  riot.  Bramlette  and  this  negro  Ford  were 
killed  in  the  court-room ;  this  negro  Clopton  was  wounded,  and  shortly  afterward 
killed ;  Tyler  was  killed  in  a  barber's  shop,  or  tailor's  shop,  or  shoe  shop,  shortly  after- 
ward ;  and  three  others  were  killed  the  night  following. 

Question,  The  night  of  the  same  day  ?     • 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Did  the  colored  people  manifest  any  disposition  to  take  part  in  the  riot ; 
did  they  take  any  part  after  leaving  the  court-i*oom  ? 

Answer.  No ;  I  do  not  know  of  any  disturbance  by  them  after  leaving  the  court- 
room ;  1  do  not  think  now  of  any  part  taken  by  them. 

Question.  How  then  could  this  Price  matter  have  led  to  the  riot  in  which  the  colored 
people  seem  to  have  taken  so  little  x)art  ? 
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AnHtnr.  I  think  they  took  considerable  part  in  it  until  they  were  shown  by  the 
demonstrations  at  the  court-house  and  immediately  afterward,  and  by  the  action  of 
che  Hlj(*rilf,  tliat  they  could  not  accomplish  anythin'^.  The  sheriff  summoned  a  pos^e 
consisting  of  a  largo  number  of  the  citizens  of  Meridian,  which  went  to  the  shoe- 
uiaker^K  shop  where  this  negro,  Warren  Tyler,  was  killed;  he  was  killed  by  the  posse 
of  the  fiherilf. 

QiU'Htion,  Do  you  think  the  men  who  killed  those  thi*ee  negroes  during  the  night 
were  inilueneed  in  doing  so  by  the  Price  difficulty  f 

AnHutr.  Well.  sir.  I  cannot  Siiy  what  intlueneed  those  men  who  killed  the  negroes 
during  the  ni(;ht ;  I  think  it  was  an  act  of  h&wle^sness  entirely  unwarranted;  I  do  nut 
know  what  inilueneed  them  to  do  it. 

(Juestioji.  Do  you  think  the  men  who  burned  the  school-house  and  bunded  Moore^s 
house  were  inilueneed  by  the  Price  difficulty  f 

Jtmar.  No,  sir,  not  that  I  know  of;  and  I  do  not  know  whether  they  were  white 
men  or  black  men  who  did  that  burning. 

(Jufntion.  Did  you  ever  hear  it  charged  that  the  black  men  burned  that  church  ? 

Jnmcir.  1  do  not  think  I  ever  heard  it.  But  there  were  some  conjectures  there  that 
Moore,  having  recently  effected  an  insurance  on  his  house,  might  have  had  something 
to  do  with  the  burning  of  them  ;  but  I  do  not  know  of  anything  to  substantiate  that 
view  of  the  case. 

<^)u€Mtion.  Were  there  not  a  parcel  of  men  from  Alabama  who  came  over  armed  to 
attend  this  trial  where  the  riot  originated  f 

Ansicer.  To  attend  the  trial  duriug  which  the  riot  originated  ? 

Quetttion.  Yes. 

AttHirer.  1  do  not  know  that  there  were.  There  were  men  from  Alabama  wlio  I 
think  came  over  at  other  times ;  I  do  not  know  that  any  were  there  at  the  time  the  riot 
commenced.  I  think  men  came  over  at  the  time  I*rice  was  to  be  tried  for  assaulting 
Kennard.  I  have  no  recollection  of  any  person  who  came  over  on  the  6th  of  March, 
when  the  riot  occurred.  • 

Quention.  Did  I  understand  you  to  say  that  you  thought  the  Kn-Klux  organization, 
or  anything  in  that  form,  had  been  disbanded  in  Mississippi,  and  did  not  exist  at  this 
timef 

Aimrer,  No,  sir ;  I  did  not  make  any  such  statement.  I  simply  statetl  that  I  l^longed 
to  a  secret  political  organization  in  Franklin  County,  in  186^,  about  which  I  have  tes- 
tified. As  to  a  general  organization,  known  as  Kn-Klux,  or  any  other  secret  iioliti- 
cal  organization  general  in  its  character  throughout  the  State,  I  know  nothing. 

Question,  Do  you  know  of  any  society,  club,  or  combination  of  men  for  political  or 
party  puqwses  in  the  State  of  Mississippi  at  this  time  ? 

Anmcer,  S«cret  society f 

Qitetftion.  Yes ;  that  is*  kept  secret  among  its  own  members. 

AitHtvcr.  No,  sir;  I  know  of  no  secret  society  or  any  organization  there  for  political 
puiiioses,  except  the  Loyal  League.  I  have  heard  of  that ;  but  I  do  not  know  of  that 
personally. 

Qiu'Mtion.  Do  you  know  of  any  such  now  existing  f 

Ansivir.  I  do  not. 

Qucnlhn.  Did  you  get  colored  votes  when  you  ran  for  the  legislature  f 

Aimu'cr,  I  am  told  I  did ;  I  am  satisfied  I  did  get  some. 

Question,  How  many  f 

Anttwcr.  I  believe  I  received  about  seventy-five  in  my  county. 

Question.  What  was  your  majority  in  your  county  T 

Answer.  I  think  it  was  one  hundred  and  fifteen. 

Quistion.  Was  your  opponent  a  white  man  or  a  colored  man  f 

Answer.  He  was  a  colored  man. 

Question.  Were  there  any  disturbances  daring  the  election  t 

Answer.  None  at  all. 

Quoftion.  Kverj- thing  passed  off  quietly  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  How  do  you  acconnt  for  your  getting  seventy-five  colored  votes  when  your 
opponent  was  a  colored  man  f 

Answer.  I  suppose  seventy-five  voters  preferred  me  to  the  colored  man.  I  have  beard 
a  great  many  black  people  of  the  county  say  that  this  colored  man  who  ran  against 
me  was  totally  incompetent  to  represent  the  county ;  he  was  a  man  who  could  not 
read  or  write. 

Question,  Was  there  any  outrage  committed  upon  the  colored  men  who  voted  for 
youT 

Answer.  No,  sir,  none  at  all,  or  against  those  who  voted  for  him ;  there  was  no  oat- 
rage  in  my  county.  n 

By  Mr.  CoBURX : 

Question,  You  spoke  of  certain  persons  having  brought  this  secret  society  to  your 
county  f 
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Ansicer.  Yes,  sir. 

Queaiion.  Wlio  wore  they  t 

Anmrer,  I  do  not  recollect. 

Qntation.  What,  county  did  they  bring  it  from  f 

Anstier,  I  cannot  state  that  cither.  1  merely  recollect  that  some  time  during  the  can- 
vass of  IHO"^  I  was  solicited  to  join  a  political  organization  there,  and  I  did  so.  . 

QneitUon.  Who  of  your  citizens  belonged  to  that  organization? 

Anfucer.  There  were  a  considerable  number  of  them. 

Question.  Can  yon  give  some  of  their  names? 
I    Ai(Hire)'.  I  recollect  II.  Magee  and  H.  Cassedy,  who,  I  think,  belonged  to  it. 

QucHtimt.  Do  you  recollect  any  others  ? 

Anxtrn:  There  were  a  number  of  others  "who  belonged  to  it;  I  will  not  be  positive 
who  belonged  to  it  and  who  did  not. 

Qttcntion.  Give  ns  the  names  of  some  more. 

Answer.  1  think  that  8.  F.  Williams  was  a  member,  though  I  will  not  be  positive ; 
and  I  think  S.  L.  Scott  was  a  member. 

Question.  Do  you  remember  any  more  ? 

Answer.  1  do 'not  believe  I  can  state  the  names  of  any  others.  There  were  a  great 
many  who  were  members  of  the  club  there,  of  that  organization. 

Quesfion.  1  would  like  to  have  you  give  all  the  names  you  can  remember. 

Arnwer.  1  could  not  do  it  and  be  detinito  at  all;  it  would  bo  simply  guess-work  to 
give  any  other  name. 

Oiiestion.  What  were  the  names  of  the  officers  ? 

Ansiper.  1  do  not  recollect  what  were  the  names  they  were  designated  by.  I  know  I 
held  one  of  the  offices  myself;  I  think  I  held  the  principal  office  in  it,  but  what  waa 
tlu'  name  of  the  oftice  I  will  not  be  positive. 

Quef'ion.  V»- ere  you  the  president  of  it  ? 

Answer.  For  a  while  I  was. 

Question.  How  long  ? 

f'nswer.  Vov  one  or  two  weeks,  until  the  thing  died  out. 

Qnestioti.  Were  you  there  when  the  society  began,  when  it  was  organized  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir."  I  was  not  one  of  the  lirst  members  who  went  into  it;  but  I  think  I 
was  initiated  within  a  few  days  after  it  first  originated  there. 

Question.  When  you  were  acting  as  president  of  the  society  did  you  have  any  com- 
nmnication  with  any  other  society  ? 

Answer.  I  did  not. 

Question.  Did  yon  have  any  communication  with  a  president  of  the  society  in  the 
capital  of  the  State  ? 

Answa-.  I  did  not.  The  only  thing  we  did  while  I  w^as  a  member  of  it,  while  I  pre- 
sided over  it,  was  to  endeavor  as  far  as  possible  to  counteract  the  efforts  of  the  Loyal 
league  in  the  county,  and  to  secure  the  defeat  of  the  republican  candidates.  It  was 
brought  about  by  the  existence  of  the  Loyal  League  there  at  that  time. 

Question.  Did  yon  over  belong  to  any  other  secret  political  organization  ? 

Answer.  I  did  not. 

Question,  Either  before  the  war  or  afterward  ? 

Answer.  I  did  not. 


Washington,  D.  C,  July  15, 1871. 
JOHN  R.  TALIAFERRO  sworn  and  examined. 

By  the  Chairman,  (Mr.  Poland  :) 
Question,  Where  do  you  live  ? 
Answer.  In  Noxubee  County,  Mississippi. 

Question,  That  is  on  the  east  side  of  the  State— on  the  Alabama  line  ? 
Anstcer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  In  what  place  do  yon  reside? 

An9w^.  One  mile  and  a  quarter  from  Brooksville,  seven  miles  northwest  from  the 
connty  seat,  Macon. 

Question.  On  the  railroad  ? 

Anstcer,  Yes,  sir ;  on  the  line  of  the  Mobile  and  Ohio  road. 

Question.  How  long  have  you  resided  in  that  place  ? 

Answer.  Four  years  and  eight  months. 

Question.  Where  did  you  live  before  thatt 

Ansicer,  Before  the  war  I  lived  in  Baltimore  City,  Maryland. 

Question,  Are  you  a  native  of  Maryland  ? 

Answer.  I  am  a  native  of  Virginia. 

Question.  Were  you  in  the  army  during  the  war  ? 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


224         CONDITION   OF   AFFAIRS   IN    THE   SOUTHERN   STATES." 

Answer.  1  was  in  the  confederate  army 

Question.  Were  yon  au  oflicer  ? 

Anstcer.  I  was. 

QuestioH.  What  office  did  yon  hold  T 

Aytswer.  1  was  a  captain. 

Qitestion.  And  after  tlie  war  you  settled  in  Mississippi  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  What  is  your  bnsiness  there  ? 

Answer.  Plan  tin*?.' 

Question.  Have  you  held  any  office  there? 

Answer.  No,  sir,  I  have  not ;  I  have  not  sou^^ht  political  reputation  at  all. 

Question.  We  desire  to  ascertain  from  you  the  condition  of  affairs  in  that  State,  and 
especially  in  that  portion  of  it  where  you  reside,  as  to  peace,  order,  and  the  execnf  ion 
of  the  laws;  whether  olfenses  are  committed  there  which  are  not  punishe<l,  whether 
the  laws  against  crime  are  enforced  or  not,  and  especially  wheth'?r  any  crimeR  have 
been  committed  in  your  section  by  bodies  of  men  going  about  in  disguise.  St^ite  what 
you  know  in  reference  to  this  subject. 

Answer.  1  may  as  well  siiy  that  things,  are  in  rather  a  bad  sbite  in  my  immediate 
county,  Noxubee,  and  the  counties  adjoining,  Kemper,  Lowndes,  and  Winston.  I  sap- 
pose  tliere  have  been  from  fifteen  to  twenty  murders  committed  in  my  county  within 
the  last  nine  months. 

Quvittion.  How  huig  has  this  state  of  disorder  prevailed  there  ? 

Answer.  Ever  since  I  went  there.  I  found  that  state  of  things  existing  there  when  I 
went  there,  more  than  four  yeai-s  ago;  not  so  bad,  though,  as  it  has  been  the  last  eight 
to  twelve  months. 

Question.  Wo  want  more  particularly  to  inquire  in  reference  to  the  state  of  things  at 
the  present  time,  say  within  the  last  year. 

Answer.  Do  yon  nieau  in  regard  to  the  number  of  murders,  the  parties  who  were 
murdered,  and  everything  of  that  kindf  • 

Question.  Yes,  sir. 

Answer.  Well,  sir,  1  know  of  seven  negroes  who  were  killed  within  the  last  four 
mouths.  There  have  been  no  whites  killed  at  all — that  is,  not  by  any  organized  band, 
or  anything  ot  that  kind.  There  has  been  only  one  white  citizen  murdered  iu  our 
county  within  the  last  twelve  months  that  I  know  of.  He  was  iissassinated  at  Sugar 
Lock  depot,  on  the  railroad.    That  is  supposed  to  Jiavo  been  a  family  or  personal  affair. 

Question.  Yon  say  that,  within  the  last  four  months,  seven  colored  men  have  been 
killed  r 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  and  there  has  never  been  any  one  arrested  for  it  at  all. 

Question.  Were  they  all  killed  at  one  time  1 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  at  different  times — a  week,  or  perhaps  two  weeks  intervening.  I 
know  of  three  who  were  killed  inside  of  filleen  days. 

Question,  (iive  us  the  particulars  of  each  case. 

Answer.  The  last  negro  who  was  killed  was  Sam  Koger.  He  was  killed  by  a  body  of 
men  who  went  to  his  house  at  night. 

Question.  Where  did  he  live  ? 

Answer.  About  two  miles  from  Brooksville,  on  the  plantation  of  Mr.  Ben  Maneese. 

Question.  State  all  the  particulars  of  that  case,  as  you  have  understood  them. 

Answer.  The  negro  w^as  arrested  on  suspicion  of  having  stolen  some  meat  from  a 
widow  lady ;  he  was  examined  by  the  magistrate,  Justice  Carpenter,  and  discharged. 
He  was  then  inteiTogated  by  a  soothsayer  from  Lowndes  County,  and  told  that  one 
thing  and  another  ha<l  been  found  by  a  soothsayer  from  the  stars.  The  negro  of  course, 
did  not  confess  anything;  he  said  he  was  innocent.  The  following  Saturday  night 
these  parties — about  thirty  of  them — visited  his  house,  and  demanded  admission.  He 
refused  to  grant  it.  They  broke  oi^en  the  door.  The  negro  was  shot  in  seven  placea.  He 
did  not  die  until  the  following  Tuesday. 

Question.  Was  this  body  of  men  who  killed  him  disguised  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  saw  them  myself. 

Question.  He  had  been  discharged  by  the  magistrate  1 

Ansicer.  He  had  been  acquitted  by  the  magistrate. 

Question.  Were  you  acquainted  with  this  negro  who  was  killed? 

Answer.  I  knew  him. 

Question,  Do  you  know  what  his  reputation  was? 

Answer,  He  borre  a  very  good  reputation.    He  was  a  very  good  farm  hand.    He  was 
'an  ignorant  freedman. 

Question.  Do  you  know  of  any  other  charge  being  brought  against  him  except  this 
one  on  which  the  magistrate  discharged  him  f 

Answer.  No,  sir;  I  never  heard  of  any  other  charge  being  brought  against  him. 

Question.  Has  there  been,  to  your  knowledge,  any  attempt  to  ascertain  who  these 
men  were  who  killed  him  f 

Answer,  None  whatever.    Governor  Alcorn's  appointees,  aomehaw  or  other,  are  not 
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Yory  zealous  in  regard  to  sach  things  in  our  county.    In  fact,  they  say  they  are 
afraid. 

Question,  Give  as  the  particulars  of  another  case. 

Answer,  There  was  a  negro  killed  over  on  the  far  edge  of  the  county  toward  Winston  j 
that  is  west  of  me. 

Question,  When  was  that  f 

Answer.  About  three  mouths  and  a  half  ago. 

Question,  What  was  his  name  f 

Answer.  His  name  was  Hopkins. 

Question.  State  the  particulars  in  relation  to  that. 

Answer.  He  was  a  nogro  preacher.  They  wanted  to  prevent  him  from  preaching. 
They  went  to  his  house,  took  hiin  out  and  whipped  him.  Ho  hallooed  very  loudly  and 
alarmed  the  neighborhood ;  and  they  thought  the  better  way  would  be  to  kill  him, 
which  they  did. 

Question.  Was  that  done  by  a  body  of  disguised  menf 

Anstcer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  State  another  case. 

Answer.  About  four  months  or  four  months  and  a  half  ago  there  was  a  negro  killed  by 
the  name  of  Dick  Malone. 

Question,  Where  did  he  live  T 

Answer.  On  what  is  known  as  the  Malone  plantation.  It  was  rented  by  a  Methodist 
minister— Parson  Baldwin.    He  was  killed  at  night. 

^esfian.  About  how  long  ago? 

Answer.  About  four  months  and  a  half  a^o,  if  I  recollect  aright.  Those  things  are 
BO  very  common  that  it  did  not  impress  itself  fully  on  my  mind. 

Question.  State  the  particulars. 

Answer.  They  went  to  this  Malone  place  to,  as  they  said, "  straighten  out  the  niggers ;" 
that  is  to  chastise  them.  This  negro  was  a  blacksmith,  who  was  very  well  known  in 
the  neighborhood  and  looked  upon  as  a  first-rate  negro.  He  had  worked  for  a  number 
of  planters  around  there  in  the  immediate  neighborhood,  and  was  looked  upon  as  a 
negro  of  good  character. 

Question.  Did  you  yon  know  him  personally  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  knew  him  personally. 

Question.  Did  yon  hear  any  charge  against  his  character  f 

Anstcer.  Never. 

Question.  Do  you  understand  whether  any  offense  was  alleged  against  him  f 

Answer,  Kone  whatever.  After  they  hacl  whipped  out  a  good  many  negroes  on  the 
plantation,  they  started  off.  This  negro  wanted  to  find  out  who  they  were,  and  he 
walked  out  of  his  cabin  along  the  road. 

Question.  They  whipped  several  negroes  that  same  night? 

Anstcer.  Yes,  sir;  and  on  the  same  place.  But  this  negro,  Dick  Malone,  had  not  been 
whipped.  They  started  off,  and  he  went  a  little  ways  along  the  road,  probably  one 
hundred  and  tifty  yards  from  his  house,  and  stopped  on  the  side  of  the  road  to  see 
them  pass.    He  was  shot  while  standing  there. 

Question.  Was  there  any  allegation  of  any  sort  against  him? 

Anstcer.  None  whatever,  that  I  have  ever  heard  of.  There  was  no  attempt  made 
afterwards  to  inquire  into  the  matter  at  all.  That  same  night  one  or  two  plantations 
were  visited.    Mr.  Wilbanks'  plantation  was  visited,  and  the  negroes  whipped  there. 

Question.  By  this  same  band,  do  you  sux)pose  1 

Answer.  By  this  same  band. 
.  Question,  Do  you  know  how  large  a  body  of  men  this  wasf 

Answer.  There  are  said  to  have  been  about  eighteen  to  .twenty.  I  did  not  see  them 
that  night.    I  was  sitting  up  with  a  corpse  in  the  town  of  BrooksviUe. 

Qttestion.  How  far  was  this  occurrence  from  where  you  live  f 

Anstcer.  About  three  miles. 

Question.  This  was  done  by  a  band  of  men  in  disguise  f 

Anstcer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  How  many  negroes  were  taken  out  by  that  band  and  whipped  on  that 
night? 

Answer.  I  suppose  as  many  as  twenty-five  or  thirty,  at  the  two  plantations. 
Question.  Did  you  understand  why  it  was  done? 

Anstcer.  Merely  as  they  called  it  there,  to  "straighten"  the  neighborhood — to  make 
the  negroes  subservient,  and  make  them  fear  them. 
Question.  Was  there  any  charge  against  the  negroes  who  were  whipped  ? 

Answer.  None  whatever.    I  never  heard  of  any  charge  being  brought  against  them 
except  it  may  be  that  they  were  a  little  free  spoken,  or  something  of  that  kind.    I 
never  heard  that  they  had  committed  any  overt  act  of  any  kind. 
Question.  Had  there  been  any  rising  or  outbreak  among  them  ? 
Answer.  No,  sir.  These  men  whipped  them  indiscriminately,  men,  women,  and  children. 
Question,  State  any  other  case  of  killing  that  you  remember. 

15  m 
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Answer.  There  was  a  ne^ro  school  teacher  who  was  killed  and  thrown  into  a  well, 
over  in  the  eastern  part  ot  the  coanty.  That  was  said  to  have  heen  done  by  men  from 
Alabama. 

Question,  When  was  that  f 

Answer.  About  six  months  ago. 

Question,  What  was  his  name  f 

Answer.  I  have  really  forgotten  what  his  name  was;  I  think  it  was  Chestnut — 
George  Chestnut. 

Question.  Was  he  a  colored  man  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  It  happened  some  twenty  miles  off,  in  the  eastern  part  of  the 
county,  acyoinins  Alabama. 

Question.  Was  he  teaching  a  colored  school  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.   He  was  killed  and  thrown  into  a  welL 

Question.  Was  this  done  by  a  band  of  disguised  men  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  it  was  said  to  be. 

Question,  What  allegation  was  there  against  this  man  f 

Answer.  It  seems  that  he  had  taken  some  little  interest  in  politics  in  the  Alabama 
elections;  some  county  elections  that  were  held  in  Pickens  County,  Alabama ;  he  had 
gone  over  from  Noxubee  County,  Mississippi,  to  electioneer. 

Question.  Of  what  politics  was  he  ? 

Anstcer.  He  was  a  republican. 

Question.  Was  it  the  understanding  that  this  body  of  men  who  killed  him  and  threw 
him  into  the  well  came  over  from  Alabama  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  that  was  the  supposition.  It  was  never  really  known  what  State 
they  were  from. 

Question.  Did  this  colored  man  belong  there,  or  had  he  come  from  some  other  place  1 

Answer,  He  had  come  from  Alabama  originally ;  he  used  to  live  in  the  lower  part  of 
the  State,  I  believe. 

Question.  State  any  other  case  of  killing. 

Ansteer.  Well,  there  was  a  negro  killed  near  Sugar  Lock,  between  seven  and  eight 
months  ago. 

Question.  In  what  part  of  the  county  is  that  ? 

Ansiver.  Below  Macon,  in  the  southeastern  part  of  the  county,  on  the  line  of  the  Mo- 
bile and  Ohio  Railroad. 

Question.  What  were  the  circumstances  of  the  killing  ? 

Answer.  He  was  said  to  have  been  doing  some  considerable  talking  as  a  politician : 
it  was  thought  better  to  silence  him,  and  they  did  so. 

Question,  Was  there  any  charge  against  him  besides  talking  politics  f 

AnsiDer,  No,  sir ;  I  never  beam  of  any  other  charge  against  him. 

Question.  Did  you  know  him  personally  f 

Answer.  I  did  not ;  he  resided  some  distance  from  me. 

Question.  What  were  the  circumstances  in  relation  to  his  killing  f 

Answer.  They  simply  went  to  his  house  at  night  (these  thiujrs  are  always  done  at 
night)  and  called  him  out.  He  refused  to  come,  and  they  broke  open  the  door  and 
murdered  him.  Then  there  were  four  places  visited  right  in  my  immediate  neighbor- 
hoo<l— Mr.  Crosby's,  Mr.  Hinton's,  Mr.  Jackson's,  and  Mr.  Price's,  all  gentlemen  fsunaor 
ers  there. 

Question,  They  are  the  owners  of  four  farms  or  plantations  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  By  whom  were  those  plantations  visited  f 

Answer.  By  men  in  disguise. 

Question.  When! 

Answer.  It  has  been  about  three  months  and  a  half  or  four  months  ago.  There  was 
no  murder  committed  there.  These  men  were  all  bachelors  except  one,  who  was  a 
widower ;  and  each  one  of  them  had  a  cook  or  a  woman  living  about  the  place.  They 
took  out  the  negro  women  and  whipi>ed  them. 

Question.  Was  that  all  they  did! 

Ans7per.  They  whipped  them  very  severely ;  that  is  all. 

Question.  Did  they  whip  any  of  the  men  f 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  they  simply  whipped  these  women  because  they  said  they  were 
living  in  crim.  con.  (I  believe  that  is  the  expression)  with  these  white  men. 

Question.  Bnt  they  did  not  whip  the  white  men  ? 

Anstcer.  No,  sir.  If  they  had  wnipped  the  men,  it  would  have  been  very  well,  I  sup- 
pose. They  had  been  living  together  for  a  long  time — some  five  or  six*  years.  Ikfr. 
Hinton  had  been  living  with  one  of  the  women  eight  or  ten  years — previous  ta  the  war, 
and  during  the  war. 

Question.  Was  it  understood  that  he  cohabited  with  her  T 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  and  that  he  had  children  by  her ;  and  they  thought  it  would  benefit 
the  other  negroes  in  the  neighborhood  to  "  dress  them  up,"  as  they  call  it— to  whip 
them  out,  and  order  them  to  leave. 
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QttesiUm.  Was  it  supposed  in  each  of  those  four  cases  that  the  colored  women  were 
living  in  the  same  way  with  the  owners  of  the  place  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  that  each  of  the  negro  women  cohabited  with  the  owner  of  one  of 
the  places. 

Question.  Have  you  named  all  the  instances  of  the  killing  within  the  last  year  that 
are  within  your  memory  ? 

Ansicer,  1  do  not  exactly  call  to  mind  Just  now  others.  There  have  been,  though, 
from  fifteen  to  twenty  murders  in  the  county. 

Question,  Within  a  year  f 

AnMcer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Do  you  mean  to  say  that  they  have  all  been  committed  by  bands  of  dis- 
guised men  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir,  by  disguised  men,  with  the  exception  of  one.  I  may  make  one  ex- 
ception. A  negro  who  was  on  his  way  home  from  Macon  was  waylaid  and  murdered 
at  night — it  has  never  been  known  by  whom — whether  disgaised  men  or  not.  But  the 
migurity  of  the  murders  have  been  committed  by  disguised  men. 

Question,  Was  it  supposed  that  the  negro  whom  you  just  mentioned  was  killed  for 
the  sake  of  robbing  himf 

Answer,  It  was  supposed  so.  It  was  thought  that  he  had  sold  his  cotton,  and  had 
money,  which  I  dare  say  was  a  correct  supposition,  and  that  he  was  killed  by  persons 
for  his  money. 

Question.  You  think  it  probable  that  in  that  case  the  man  was  killed  for  the  sake  of 
pecuniary  gain  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir,  for  plunder. 

Question,  Was  that  the  fact  in  regard  to  the  killing  of  any  of  the  others  f 

Answer,  None  whatever,  that  I  have  ever  heard  of.  In  fact  the  majority  of  them 
were  very  poor;  and  there  was  no  chance  to  get  anything  from  them. 

Question,  How  many  negroes  do  you  suppose  have  been  whipped  by  bands  of  dis- 
guised men  within  the  last  year  in  your  county  f 

Answer,  Well,  that  is  a  very  hard  matter  to  say. 

Question,  Have  whippings  been  frequent  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Have  a  great  many  more  been  whipped  than  murdered  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir,  of  course ;  because  whenever  they  go  to  a  plantation  to  whip,  they 
whip  all— men,  women,  and  children. 

i^sUon,  From  what  you  have  learned,  have  these  disguised  men,  when  they  go 
about,  a  uniform  disguise — are  the  various  bands  disguised  alike  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir,  generally  speaking;  it  depends  upon  the  neighborhood.  Almost 
always  they  adopt  tne  same  disguise,  which  is  a  long  white  robe ;  if  it  is  not  white  it 
is  generally  black ;  it  depends  on  the  location.  For  instance,  a  Klan  may  start  from 
Macon  robed  in  white,  and  one  from  Brooksville  robed  in  black. 

Question,  Have  you  seen  any  of  these  bands? 

Answer,  I  have. 

Question,  When  was  that  T 

Answer,  Not  a  great  while  ago— two  months  and  a  half  ago. 

Question,  State  the  circumstances  of  your  seeing  them  and  their  appearance. 

Answer,  I  saw  them  when  they  went  out  on  the  occasion  of  the  murder  of  the  negro, 
Koger,  that  I  spoke  of  Just  now.  There  were  twenty-seven  of  them  then.  I  counted 
them. 

Question,  Where  were  you? 

Answer,  I  was  on  the  roadside. 

Question,  As  they  went  by  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir.    It  was  between  8  and  9  o'clock  at  night  that  they  passed. 

Question,  From  which  way  did  they  come  f 

Answer.  They  came  down  the  road.  They  came  out  of  the  swamp.  There  was  a 
swamp  between  where  I  lived  and  Maneese's  place.  I  was  coming  from  that  neigh- 
borhood ;  I  had  been  visiting  over  there,  and  was  coming  from  there  when  I  met 
them. 

Question,  Do  you  mean  that  when  they  came  out  of  the  swamp  they  were  away  from 
the  road? 

Answer,  O,  no,  sir ;  they  came  right  out  into  the  main  highway. 

Question,  Did  they  seem  to  have  been  in  the  swamp,  or  did  they  come  along  the  high- 
way that  led  to  the  swamp  f 

Answer.  They  came  out  of  the  swamp  into  the  main  road.  They  always  meet  in  such 
places.    I  have  seen  them  in  their  meetings. 

Question.  You  saw  them  when  they  came  into  the  highway  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  saw  them  when  they  came  into  the  road.  I  met  them,  I  suppose,^ 
about  one  hundred  yards  from  where  they  came  upon  the  road. 

Question.  Did  they  see  yon  f 

Anmeer.  Yes,  sir. 
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Queslum.  You  were  traveling  alons  on  the  highway  and  yoa  met  them  f 

Answer,  Yea,  sir.    The  moou  was  shiniDg  very  brightly. 

Question.  Did  they  say  anything  to  you  T 

Ansicer.  Yes,  sir ;  they  told  me  to  **  keep  dark."  Of  course  I  took  them  at  their  word, 
and  did  so. 

Question,  Did  they  require  any  promise  from  you  f 

Ansicer.  No,  sir ;  none  whatever.    I  was  known  by  all  of  them. 

Question,  Did  you  know  them  f 

Ansicer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  did.    I  knew  them  personally. 

Question,  Did  they  have  on  their  disguises? 

Anstcer.  They  did. 

Question,  How  did  you  know  them  f 

Anncer,  I  knew  them  by  their  voices. 

Question,  Where  were  they  from  f 

Anstcer.  From  my  county.  Some  of  them  were  near  neighbors  of  mine—men  that  I 
meet  always  every  day. 

Question.  Do  you  suppose  they  were  aware  that  you  knew  them  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  they  all  spoke  to  me  and  called  me  by  name — at  least  the  bulk  of 
them  did.    I  do  not  know  that  each  one  individually  did. 

Question.  Was  there  any  conversation  about  where  they  were  going  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir;  not  at  all.  I  did  not  ask  any  questions.  1  would  not  have  been 
answered  if  I  had. 

Question,  They  went  on  and  killed  this  negro  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  they  killed  him  that  night — that  is,  they  shot  him  that  night.  He 
did  not  die  till  the  following  Tuesday. 

Question.  Is  that  the  only  time  you  have  seen  them  T 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Tell  us  all  the  occasions  when  you  have  seen  them. 

Answer.  I  have  seen  them  at  least  a  dozen  different  times.  They  have  rode  through 
the  plantation  where  I  live— have  passed  right  by  my  house. 

Question.  Substantially  this  same  band  of  men  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  This  band  that  you  have  seen  so  many  times  is  composed  of  men  living 
right  around  in  your  county  ? 

Answer,  My  neighbors. 

Question.  Uow  long  is  it  since  these  bands  of  disguised  men  began  to  ride  about  in 
this  way  f 

Ansicer,  It  has  been  more  frequent  within  the  last  twelve  months.  Up  to  a  year  ago 
they  did  not  make  so  many  parades.  They  made  several  parades,  though,  right  through 
the  county  town  of  Macon  at  night. 

Question.  How  long  ago  did  they  begin  to  appear  f 

Answer.  About  three  years  ago:  but  it  is  mainly  within  the  last  year  that  they  have 
made  more  frequent  displays  and  parades. 

Question.  And  they  have  killed  fifteen  persons  within  the  last  year? 

Ansicer.  Yes,  sir. 

Quetilion.  One  of  those  you  think  was  killed  by  parties  for  the  purpose  of  gain  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  You  have  no  knowledge  whether  a  band  of  disguised  men  killed  him  or 
not? 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  it  was  not  supposed  that  it  was  a  band  of  disguised  men  that  killed 
him,  because  he  was  murdered  passing  along  on  the  road  alone.  Our  clerk  and  sheriff 
laiow  these  things  as  well  as  I  do,  or  better. 

Question.  You  believe  that  youknow  substantially  the  men  who  composed  this  band 
at  various  times  ? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  To  what  political  party  do  they  belong  f 

Ansicer.  They  belong  principally  to  the  democratic  party,  I  am  sorry  to  say ;  in  fact, 
all  of  them. 

Question,  Do  you  know  any  republican  who  belongs  to  the  bandf 

Answer.  I  do  not.  As  I  understand,  no  republican  is  ever  permitted  to  Joui  them,  and 
no  man  who  was  in  the  Federal  service. 

Question,  Did  any  republican  ever  want  to  join  them  f 

Answer,  1  never  heard  of  one  that  wanted  to  join. 

Question.  What  do  these  men  declare  to  be  their  purpose  in  carrying  on  these  opera- 
tions f 

Ansicer.  They  say  it  is  for  the  purpose  of  law  and  order,  for  mutual  protection.  They 
aay  they  have  no  confidence  in  Governor  Alcorn's  government,  and  I  am  sorry  to  say  it 
is  a  little  weak. 

Question.  Who  is  the  sheriff  of  your  county  f 

Ansicer.  Mr.  Moore  is  now  the  sheriff!  Mr.  McHenry  was  the  sheriff  while  tbeee 
depredations  was  being  committed. 
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Question,  Who  appoiDted  McHenryT 

Answer,  He  was  appointed  by  Governor  Alcorn. 

Question.  Was  be  a  republican  or  democrat  ? 

Answer,  He  was  originally  in  the  confederate  service.  He  is  said  to  be  a  republican. 
It  is  hard  to  tell  what  he  is. 

Question.  Was  Mr.  Moore,  your  present  sheriff,  appointed  by  Governor  Alcorn  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  he  is  a  brother-in-law  of  Alcorn's 

Question,  What  are  his  politics  f 

Answer.  It  is  hard  to  telL  He  used  to  be  a  democrat.  He  is  a  little  wishy-washy 
He  is  said  to  be  a  very  inefficient  officer. 

Question.  Does  he  call  himself  a  republican  T 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  he  does  now. 

Question,  You  spoke  of  a  clerk  of  the  court ;  who  is  hef 

Answer.  A  young  man  named  Roberts. 

Question.  Who  appointed  him  f 

Answer.  He  was  appointed  by  Alcorn  also.  Major  Smith  was  formerly  our  clerk.  He 
is  now  our  State  senator.    He  resigned  in  favor  of  Roberts. 

Question.  Is  Roberts  a  republican  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  He  was,  however,  in  the  confederate  service. 

Question.  Is  there  a  prosecuting  officer  for  your  county  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Who  is  hef 

Answer.  Mr.  Dismukee. 

Question.  By  whom  was  he  appointed? 

Answer.  By  Governor  Alcorn. 

Question.  Is  he  a  republican  f 

Answer.  Well,  it  is  nard  to  tell  what  he  is. 

Question.  Does  he  call  himself  a  republican  f 

Answer.  He  does  now,  I  think. 

QuesUon.  For  the  killing  of  these  fifteen  men  within  the  nast  year,  and  the  great 
number  of  whippings  and  scourgings  that  have  have  taken  place  in  your  county,  has 
anybody  been  prosecuted  or  punished  f 

Answer.  No  one  has  ever  been  arrested. 

Question.  Has  any  attempt  been  made  to  arrest  or  prosecute  f 

Answer.  There  has  been  no  investigation  whatever. 

Question.  Has  there  been  no  effort  T 

Ansujer.  None  whatever. 

Question.  Why  not  f 

Answer.  It  is  hard  to  say.    I  suppose  it  is  through  fear ;  it  is  said  to  be  through  fear. 

Question.  If  you  have  any  theory  or  judgment  about  the  reason  why  crime  has  been 
committed  to  so  great  an  extent  and  nobody  has  been  punished,  give  us  your  view  of 
the  matter. 

Answer.  I  say  it  is  through  fear.    The  officers  do  not  feel  disposed  to  interfere.    They 
act  through  fear  altogether. 
'      Question.  How  do  you  know  thatf 

Answer.  I  judge  so  from  the  fact  of  no  arrests  being  made.  v 

Question.  Have  you  heard  anything  said  about  it  f 

Answer.  I  heard  the  clerk,  Mr.  Roberts,  speak  of  it.  He  said  that  it  is  impossible  tc 
arrest  any  one  in  the  county  for  such  crimes  as  that. 

Question.  Did  you  ever  talk  with  your  prosecuting  attorney  in  regard  to  it  f 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Did  you  ever  talk  with  your  sheriff  about  it  f 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Yon  say  you  suppose  that  fear  is  the  reason  of  there  being  no  prosecutions  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  What  is  your  judgment  as  to  whether  your  local  officers  could  safely  under- 
take to  ferret  out  and  prosecute  these  offenses  T 

Answer.  I  am  free  to  confess  and  sorry  to  say  that  it  cannot  be  done  in  Noxubee 
County. 

Question.  Do  you  think  the  fear  of  which  you  speak  is  well  founded  t 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  do. 

Question.  You  say  that  these  men  themselves  say  that  they  do  these  things  iu  the 
interest  of  law  and  order— to  keep  things  peaceable  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  What  is  your  judgment  in  relation  to  the  real  purpose? 

Awnoer.  My  idea  is  simply  that  they  do  it  to  keep  the  negroes  down,  as  it  were — to 
keep  them  submissive,  and  make  them  acquiesce  in  any  move  that  they  .want  tu  make 

Quesfton.  What  do  yon  mean  by  thatf 

Answer.  In  regard  to  political  affairs,  or  anything  else — either  political  or  business 
affairs.  , 
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Queation,  Do  yon  think  it  is  Intended  to  operate  npon  the  fears  of  the  negroes,  and 
prevent  them  from  voting  the  repuhlican  ticket  T 

Answer.  I  do.  I  do  not  think  anything  about  it.  I  have  heard  negroes  say  (in  faet, 
I  have  heard  these  men  speak  of  it  themselves)  that  when  they  were  whipped  they 
were  told  always  to  do  as  they  said  at  the  peril  of  their  lives. 

Question.  What  have  the  negroes  said  to  yon  as  to  the  declarations  of  these  men  to 
them  1    Did  the  men  say  anytning  to  them  about  politics  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  of  course ;  they  were  always  told  to  vote  the  democratic  ticket. 

Question.  What  has  been  the  effect  of  this  sort  of  administration  of  <<  law  and  order " 
on  the  colored  people  f 

Answer.  Well,  sir,  we  have  had  no  election  to  decide  anything  of  that  sort.  We 
have  not  had  any  election  since  Alcorn  was  elected.  Wo  are  to  have  an  election  this 
fall. 

Question.  Alcorn's  election  was  when  f 

Answer.  In  1869. 

Question.  What  time  in  1869  f 

Answer.  The  winter  of  1869. 

Question.  Do  yon  mean  two  years  ago  last  winter? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Was  that  election  free  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Was  there  no  attempt  to  prevent  anybody  from  voting  as  he  pleased  T 

Answer.  None  whatever.    Everybody  voted  as  he  pleased  at  that  time. 

Question.  If  an  election  were  held  now  in  your  district,  how  do  yon  think  it  wonld  be  T 

Answer.  Well,  I  think  it  would  go  democratic  beyond  a  donbt. 

Question.  What  was  the  vote  in  your  county  two  years  ago  f 

Answer.  It  was  largely  republican ;  I  forget  the  exact  numbers ;  bat  the  negroes  are 
largely  in  excess  of  the  white  population. 

Question.  There  are  many  more  colored  voters  than  white  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  both  in  my  county  and  the  county  above  me.  It  is  not  so  mnch 
the  case  in  the  county  on  the  west — ^Winston. 

Question.  The  colored  men  very  nearly  all  voted  the  republican  ticket  T 

Answer.  A  large  majority  of  them.  We  have  two  colored  representatives  from  my 
county. 

Question.  When  yon  sx>eak  of  a  large  majority  of  the  negroes  voting  the  republican 
ticket,  do  you  mean  that  substantially  all  voted  that  ticket  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  How  many  colored  men  in  your  county  vote  the  democratic  ticket? 

Ansu^er.  1  do  not  suppose  that  over  fifteen  or  twenty  voted  it  at  the  last  election. 

(luestion.  Is  that  as  many  as  yon  think  would  vote  the  democratic  ticket,  if  every 
man  was  at  liberty  to  vote  just  as  he  pleased  ? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  How  many  white  republicans  are  there  in  the  county  ? 

Answer.  There  are  a  few — not  over  one  hundred,  if  that  many.  I  would  be  safe  in 
saying  there  are  not  more  than  seventy-five. 

Question.  And  yon  believe  that  if  there  were  an  election  now,  your  county  would  go 
democratic  7 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Why? 

Answer.  Because  I  think  the  negroes  wonld  vote  the  democratic  ticket  throngb  fear. 

Question.  You  have  spoken  about  your  own  county,  and  the  number  killed  there. 
How  has  it  l^een  in  counties  adjoining? 

Answer.  I  have  heard  of  two  or  three  murders  being  committed  in  Winston  County ; 
that  i8  the  adjoining  county  on  the  west. 

Question.  Within  what  time  f 

Answer.  Within  the  last  year. 

Question.  Were  they  killed  by  bodies  of  disguised  men? 

Answer.  They  were  said  to  be.  In  Lowndes  County— the  county  north  of  ours— thcoo 
have  been  some  eight  or  ten  murders  committed. 

Question,  By  these  bands  of  disguised  men  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  they  are  said  to  have  been. 

l^uestion.  How  as  to  tlie  county  south  of  you  ? 

Answer.  In  Kemper,  I  think  there  have  been  six  or  seven  that  I  have  heard  of. 

Question.  Within  the  last  year? 

Answer.  Ych,  sir. 

Question.  And  killed  by  bands  of  men  disguised  ? 

Answer.  They  are  said  to  have  been  killed  by  disguised  men. 

Question.  Ilow  is  it  about  whipping  in  these  other  counties  ? 

Answer,  Numbers  have  been  whipped.    That  is  a  very  common  occurrence. 
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Question,  Does  it  seem  tliat  the  same  orgaDization  of  men  going  about  in  disgaise 
and  committing  these  acts  exists  in  all  these  counties  f 

Answer.  It  does  in  these  counties  I  speak  of  right  on  the  Alabama  line.  I  do  not 
know  of  any  other  counties  so  well.  The  counties  I  speak  of  are  Tisheminjjo,  Alcorn, 
Oktibbeha,  Lowndes,  Winston,  Kemper,  Lauderdale,  and  my  own  county  of  Noxubee. 

Question,  Have  the  victims  of  those  killings  and  whippings  been  generally  colored 
people  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.    I  have  never  heard  of  but  one  white  man,  and  that  was  done,  I 
think,  rather  under  a  mistake.    They  took  him  out  to  try  to  make  him  confess  a  crime 
that  he  was  not  guilty  of. 
QuestUm.  Did  t£ey  kill  him  f 
Answer.  No,  sir. 
Question,  Did  they  whip  him  f 
Anmeer.  No,  sir ;  they  only  hung  him. 
Question.  Did  he  die  from  the  h^gingf 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  they  put  a  rope  around  his  neck  and  drew  him  up  two  or  three  times. 
Question.  Where  was  that  f 
Annwer,  About  three  miles  from  Macon. 
Question,  In  your  county  f 

Anawtr.  Yes,  sir.  That  was  done  by  a  party  of  disguised  men.  Thoy  thought  he 
had  committed  a  robbery,  but  he  was  afterwards  exonerated  by  the  entire  community 
as  not  guilty.  In  fact,  he  is  now  bringing  suit  against  the  parties  who  accused  him 
of  doing  the  stealing. 

Question.  Have  the  men  who  have  been  killed  or  whipped  by  these  bands  of  men 
been  all  members  of  one  political  party  f 
Anewer.  They  are  said  to  be. 
Question.  Universally  f 
Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Has  that,  so  far  as  you  know  and  believe,  been  always  the  casef 
Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  So  far  as  you  have  information  in  regard  to  the  character  of  those  men  who 
belong  to  this  organization,  of  what  party  are  they  f 
Answer.  I  am  sorry  to  say  they  belong  to  the  democratic  party. 
Question.  Without  exception,  so  far  as  you  know  f  ^ 

Answer,  Without  exception.  I  do  not  know  of  any  republican  who  belongs  to  any 
such  organization.     The  republicans  are  not  x>ermitted  to  join  it. 

Question.  Have  you  any  information  in  relation  to  the  character  of  this  order— its 
mcde  of  organization,  the  extent  of  it,  how  it  is  officered,  and  its  plan  of  operations  f 
Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Give  us  all  the  information  you  have  upon  that  subject. 
Anewer,  In  our  county  they  have  what  they  call  captains  of  bands,  and  first  and  sec- 
ond lieutenants,  just  as  they  have  in  a  regular  military  company ;  and  they  are  all 
understood  to  cooperate  with  each  other  in  the  adjoining  counties. 
Question.  How  did  you  learn  this  f 

Answer,  I  found  it  out  by  attending  one  of  the  meetings  once  myself. 
Question.  Where  was  that? 
Answer.  In  Noxubee  County. 
Question.  When? 

Answer.  About  nine  months  ago.    I  was  solicited  to  join  it.    I  attended  one  of  their 
meetings.    I  was  introduced  by  a  member,  it  being  thought  I  was  one. 
Question.  State  what  took  place  at  this  meeting. 

Answer.  I  only  heard  moves  made  b^  gentlemen  belonging  to  it  -that  such  and  such 
negroes  needed  attention — needed  waiting  on ;  and  they  were  waited  on  by  the  same 
party. 
Question.  How  many  men  were  present  at  that  meeting  f 
Anmeer.  I  suppose  about  forty. 
Question.  Where  was  it  held  f 
Answer.  In  a  swamp  on  the  banks  of  the  river. 
Question.  The  men  were  not  disguised  f 
Answer.  Not  at  all.    The  meetiug  was  held  in  the  day-time. 
Question.  Did  they  have  their  disguises  there  f 
Answer.  No,  sir ;  those  are  never  used,  except  at  night. 
Question.  Only  when  they  are  going  to  operate  T 
Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Did  you  know  all  of  the  men  who  were  present  at  that  meeting  f 
Answer,  1  knew  a  majority  of  them.    Most  of  them  I  knew  personally ;  some  I  did 
not  know  personally,  but  by  sight  or  by  name. 
Question,  Some  lived  some  distance  from  you  T 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  some  lived  in  the  extreme  upper  end  of  the  county. 
Question.  You  understand  that  the  organization  is  by  counties  f 
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AnBteer.  Yes,  sir  ;  by  connties. 

Queatian.  And  that  they  have  an  understanding  that  one  county  organization  may 
call  upon  an  organization  in  another  county  f 

Answer.  Certainly,  to  do  any  deed  they  wish  done  in  their  codnty,  which  is  generally 
accomplishe<l  in  that  way. 

Quettian.  Explain  fully  what  you  mean  in  that  regard. 

Answer.  For  instance,  the  band  in  Lowndes  County  would  call  upon  the  band  in 
Koxubee  County  lb  do  any  deed  or  pertbrmany  act  that  they  wished  done  in  Lowndes 
County.  Those  gentlemen  of  Lowndes  County  would  remain  at  home  on  the 
night  when  the  deed  was  committed,  so  as  to  prevent  any  suspicion  resting  upon  them. 
In  Noxubee  County,  wheu  they  wanted  anything  done— any  large  raid — ^they  would 
call  upon  Lowndes  County,  or  Kemper,  or  Winston,  or  upon  some  of  the  Alabama 
counties — Pickens,  for  instance. 

Qaesiion.  So  that  the  men  who  went  and  did  the  particular  act  would  be  strangers 
in  the  vicinity  f 

Answer.  Of  course ;  that  is  generally  the  case.  If  the  weather  is  very  bad  and  the 
roads  bad  the  men  do  not  hesitate  to  go  themselves,  without  calling  upon  their  neigh- 
bors ;  they  go  and  accomplish  the  thing  themselves. 

Question.  SSo  that  it  is  understood  that  whenever,  in  consequence  of  the  cluKracter  of 
the  deed,  the  organization  of  one  county  is  called  upon  to  go  into  another,  it  is  to  obey 
such  call  f 

Answer.  It  is  understood  so  always. 

Question.  Did  you  understand  whether  there  was  any  higher  organization  than  the 
county  organization  f 

Answer.  I  never  heard  of  any.  It  was  said  at  the  same  time  that  a  gentleman  you 
had  before  you  some  time  ago  was  a  chief  of  the  organization.  I  never  knew  anything 
about  that. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 
Question.  Who  was  that  T 
Answer.  That  was  Greneral  Forrest.    I  do  not  knpw  it  to  be  a  fact. 

By  the  Chairman,  (Mr.  Poland  :) 

Questi(fn.  You  have  heard  such  a  rumor  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  was  told  so. 

Question.  But  you  learned  nothing  of  that  by  attending  their  meetings  f 

Answer.  I  was  told  by  the  captain  of  the  band  that  Forrest  was  the  head  of  it.  I  do 
not  know  that  to  be  a  fact.    I  merely  know  that  he  told  me  so. 

Question.  This  was  told  you  by  the  captain  of.  a  band  in  Mississippi  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  General  Forrest,  you  know,  has  been  having  his  headquarters  in 
Mississippi,  at  Columbus. 

QuesHon.  He  is  engaged  in  building  a  railroad  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  he  is  building  a  railroad  at  present. 

Question.  Were  you  initiated  into  any  system  of  signs  or  passwords  f 

Answer.  Yis,  sir. 

Question.  Tell  us  all  about  that. 

Answer.  Their  sign  of  recognition  at  night,  when  two  parties  are  going  in  opposite 
directions,  is  for  one  party  to  exclaim,  **  Hail  !**  The  other  party  answers,  "  Hail 
who  P  The  tirst  party  savs,  "  Mount  f  the  other  party  replies,  "  Nebo  f  which  makes 
the  words  "  Mount  Nebo , '  which  is  the  countersign  at  night.  The  signal  for  distress, 
as,  for  instance,  when  in  any  little  town  or  village  a  member  gets  into  a  difficulty  with 
any  one  not  belonging  to  the  Klan,  is  **  Kosciusko."  There  is  a  symbol  of  recognition 
by  which  to  recognize  one  on  the  street.  For  instance,  I  take  my  right  hand  and  draw 
it  across  my  chin.  The  other  person,  if  he  is  a  member,  takes  hold  of  the  left  lapel 
of  his  coat  and  shakes  it.  in  the  town  above  me  they  use  the  word  ^'Avalanche/'  inst^id 
of  "  Kosciusko." 

Question.  Is  that  all  you  can  state  in  reference  to  that  matter  f 

Answer.  These  are  about  all  the  signals  that  they  make  use  of. 

By  Mr.  Pool  : 
Question.  What  is  the  grasp  T 

Answer.  Just  an  ordinary  shake  of  the  hands ;  there  is  nothing  peculiar  in  that  at 
all  in  my  county. 

By  the  Chairman,  (Mr.  Poland  :) 
Question.  They  just  shake  hands  in  the  ordinary  way  f 
Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Pool: 
Question.  What  is  the  sign  for  getting  into  camp  f 

Answer.  You  generally  go  without  any  sign.  They  meet  in  a  swamp  or  in  the 
woods,  and  parties  generally  go  together.    If  a  man  goes  by  himself^ho  is  known  by 
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the  cotintersigD.  Of  coarse,  this  sign,  "  Moant  Nebo/'  is  Just  the  same  in  camp  as  any- 
where else. 

Qttestion.  Is  there  any  sign  of  recognition  between  the  parties  when  they  casually 
meet  T  •  - 

Answer,  I  have  already  stated  that  when  members  meet  on  the  road  or  street  one 
pats  his  right  hand  to  his  chin  and  the  other  party  takes  hold  of  the  left  lapel  of  his 
coat. 

By  the  Chairmax,  (Mr.  Polakd  :) 

Qneaiion.  Yon  learned  all  this  from  members  of  the  order  themselves,  when  yon 
attended  this  meeting  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Were  yon  instructed  in  all  this  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Is  that  the  only  meeting  yon  ever  attended 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  I  have  been  to  two  or  three  other  meetings ;  but  that  is  just  about  the 
way  all  are  conducted.  They  meet  generally  once  every  two  weeks.  When  they  meet 
to-day,  for  instance,  in  Noxubee  swamp,  the  captain  appoints  a  meeting  two  weeks 
from  to-day  at  some  other  point  he  may  designate — ^such  a  man's  woods,  or  such 
another  place  in  the  swamp. 

Question,  You  understand  that  at  one  meeting  they  ordinarily  fix  upon  the  time 
for  the  next  meeting  t 

Answer,  They  always  do. 

Question,  Ana  at  those  meetings  any  move  to  be  made  is  brought  forward  f 

Answer,  Any  gentleman  just  cets  up,  as  he  would  in  any  other  body. 

Question,  Supjiose  they  have  occasion  to  meet  '*  in  vacation,"  as  lawyers  say,  that  is, 
between  the  times  of  their  regular  meetings  f 

Answer,  Then  they  are  called  together  by  their  captain,  who  sends  around  some 
member  and  notifies  them. 

Question,  He  sends  an  ordinary  messenger  f 

Answer,  A  man  jast  mounts  his  horse  and  rides  around. 

Question,  At  any  of  these  meetings  which  you  attended,  were  any  of  these  acts  com- 
mitted in  your  vicinity  agreed  on — ^any  of  these  whippings,  murders,  or  anything  of 
that  Bortf 

Answer.  Yes,  sir* 

Question,  State  what  occurred  in  reference  to  that. 

Answer,  At  this  meeting  which  I  attended^  the  negro  Malone's  case  was  acted  upon. 
It  was  not  resolved  at  the  meeting  to  kill  him,  because  it  was  not  known  that  it  would 
become  necessary.  It  was  proposed,  however,  to  go  to  Wilbanks'  plantation  and  to 
Maloue's  place  and  whip  them  out — ^*  straighten  them,"  as  they  call  it. 

Question.  What  was  said  in  that  meeting  about  the  need  of  doing  that;  what  had  the 
negroes  been  doing? 

Answer,  Well,  they  merely  thought  they  were  rather  too  free. 

Question,  Free  in  what  respect? 

Answer,  Well,  in  every-day  occupations ;  they  worked  when  they  pleased,  and  let  it 
alone  when  they  pleased. 

Question,  They  did  not  work  steadily  enough  f 

Answer,  They  did  not  work  steadily  enough ;  some  of  the  neighbors  objected  to  it ; 
Mr.  Wilbanks  is  a  man  of  rather  peculiar  habits  himself-— is  disposed  to  be  a  little 
insane ;  and  it  was  said  the  negroes  on  his  place  were  too  free ;  and  on  this  Malore 
place,  which  this  Methodist  minister  leased,  ne  subleased  the  land  to  negroes;  they 
were  farming  it  upon  shares. 

Question,  Each  man  was  at  work  for  himself  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  or  in  little  squads ;  they  would  form  partnerships  among  themselves. 

Question.  What  interest  did  the  men  of  this  band  feel  in  having  those  negroes  more 
diligent  1 

Answer,  They  thought  it  would  be  the  better  plan  not  to  have  the  negroes  rent  land 
at  all,  so  that  they  could  always  control  the  labor  themselves. 

Question.  The  system  on  which  they  were  working  was  not  satisfactory  f 

Answer,  It  was  rather  displeasing  to  them. 

Question.  Was  anything  said  in  any  of  these  meetings  about  the  political  effect  of 
what  they  were  doing  t 

Answer,  I  never  heard  any  move  of  that  kind ;  it  was  always  understood,  though, 
what  the  political  cast  was  to  be. 

Question,  You  did  not  hear  that  question  discussed  in  any  of  the  meetings  you  attended  f 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  never  heard!  t  discussed  at  all,  because  that  was  one  of  the  funda- 
mental principles  they  went  OU;  it  was  not  necessary  to  discuss  it,  because  it  was 
understood.  . 

,  Question.  Have  you  heard  any  members  of  the  order  talk  about  the  purpose  of  it  f   ^ 
^Answer,  Yes,  sir.  ' 

Question.  What  did  they  say  (  v^^^^i^ 
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Anmoer.  It  was  Bimply  to  make  the  negroes  vote  democratic ;  that  is  all  I  caa  tell 
yoa  about  it. 

Quegiion,  Was  that  the  common  talk  amonz  them  f 

Answm',  Yea,  sir ;  that  is  the  every-day  talK. 

QueBtUm,  You  think  the  effect  of  the  operations  of  the  order  would  be  to  prodace  jnst 
that  result  f 

Answer,  I  do,  in  that  immediate  section  ^  and  I  do  not  hesitate  to  say  so. 

Qwutian,  In  theA  other  counties  of  which  you  spoke,  has  there  been,  so  far  as  yoa 
know,  any  effort  to  prosecute  t 

Answer.  I  have  never  heard  of  any  of  the  parties  being  arrested  at  all. 

Question.  In  do  one  of  the  a4Joining  counties  f 

Answer,  In  none  of  the  a^joininff  counties  whatever. 

QmsHm.  Do  you  know  of  any  effort  to  do  it  f 

Answer,  No,  sir,  I  do  not ;  there  were  some  parties  arrested  in  Alcorn  Conn  ty,  acyoin- 
ing  the  State  of  Tennessee,  a  short  time  ago ;  I  saw  them  at  Oxford  at  court ;  there  were 
two  men  arrested  for  whipping  a  negro  very  severely. 

Question,  Did  those  two  men  act  as  part  of  an  armed,  organized,  disguised  band  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir.   They  are  now  in  jail  at  Oxford,  Mississippi. 

Question,  In  what  court  were  they  mdicted  f 

Answer.  In  the  United  States  court ;  I  was  there  attending  court ;  I  was  semi  here 
from  there. 

Question,  In  what  capacity  were  you  attending  court  ? 

Answer.  As  a  witness  before  the  grand-Jury;  the  letter  I  brought  you  from  the  fore- 
man states  that. 

Question.  As  to  what  transaction  were  you  a  witness  f 

Answer,  In  regard  to  Ku-Kluxism. 

Question.  You  were  called  as  a  witness  before  the  grand-jnry  to  prove  jnst  what  you 
have  stated  to  us  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  You  were  not  a  member  of  the  grand-Jury  yourseUf 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  was  not ;  I  was  simply  summoned  there  as  a  witness. 

Question.  And  the  grand-iury  found  biDs  against  two  men  in  the  county  of  Alcorn  for 
an  outrage  committed  in  that  county  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  and  they  found  true  bills  against  thirty  odd  men  in  my  county; 
and  I  see  by  the  papers  this  momiug  that  the  marshal  is  there  now  making  arTeBts. 

Question.  For  some  of  these  transactions  you  have  spoken  off 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  * 

Question.  Those  bills  have  been  found  in  the  United  States  court  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Pool: 

Question,  What  are  your  politics — ^republican  or  democrat? 

Answer,  I  am  a  democrat. 

Question.  You  vote  the  democratic  ticket  f 

Answer,  I  always  have  done  so,  except  when  I  voted  for  Alcorn ;  I  voted  for  Aloom 
in  preference  to  Dent. 

Question.  Have  you  held  any  public  jMsition  t 

Answer.  Never.  I  never  had  an^  aspirations  in  that  way.  I  went  to  Mississippi  to 
go  to  work,  which  I  have  been  doing  ever  since  I  have  been  there. 

Question.  Have  any  of  the  victims  of  the  Ku-Klux  outrages  been  democrats  f 

Ansioer,  1  never  heard  of  any  outrages  perpetrated  on  any  democrats. 

Question,  What  has  been  the  general  conduct  of  the  negroes  in  the  section  of  country 
of  which  you  have  been  speaking  f 

Answer,  The  negroes  have  behaved  themselves  yery  well ;  I  have  never  found  any 
fault  with  them  at  all. 

Question,  Have  there  been  any  bam-bumings  f 

Answer.  I  have  never  heard  of  but  one  crib  being  burned  in  the  county.  That  was 
supposed  to  have  been  burned  by  some  negroes  in  regard  to  the  division  of  some  com. 
They  thought  they  had  rather  been  defrauded. 

Question.  Has  there  been  any  parading  of  negroes  with  arms  in  their  hands  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  our  Loyal  Leagues.    They  have  not  done  it  for  twelve  months. 

Question,  These  outrages  have  occurred  since  the  League  stopped  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  a  msgority  of  them.  There  has  not  been  a  parade  of  the  Luval 
League  in  my  immediate  neighboohood  for  twelve  months.  The  last  was  at  Brooks* 
viUe,  where  we  had  a  sort  of  riot.    They  have  pretty  much  stopped  parading. 

Question.  Are  there  any  accusations  among  the  people  in  that  section  of  the  country 
against  the  administration  of  the  State  government  f 

Answer.  Well,  it  is  said  to  be  very  weak.  I  never  heard  any  other  expression  made 
nseoC  • 

Question.  Thej[  say  that  Governor  Alcorn  is  a  weak  governor  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir.  ^^  , 
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Answer,  That  he  has  rather  inefficient  officers,  in  my  county  particnhtrly. 

Qwestion,  Do  they  accnse  him  of  corroption  f 

Anmcer.  I  have  never  heard  any  such  open  accusation  brought  against  him. 

Quesiicn,  Have  yon  heard  any  accnsation  of  corrnption  against  his  officers  f 

Anmosr,  It  was  said  that  onr  sheri£f  was  a  very  corrupt  officer. 

Question,  Your  present  sheriff  f 

AnmctT.  No,  sir ;  McHenry.  « 

Qnestiom,  He  has  been  removed  f  % 

Amtwer,  Yes,  sir.  Our  presfot  sheriff  is  said  to  be  very  inefficient.  I  do  not  know 
anything  about  him.  He  has  not  been  there  long  enough  to  let  us  really  know  what 
he  will  be. 

Question,  How  is  it  in  counties  around  you  f 

Answer,  It  seems  to  be  pretty  much  of  the  same  character ;  it  is  said  that  the  sheriflb 
particularly  are  inefficient. 

Qwestum,  Do  you  mean  inefficient  in  regard  to  other  offenses  than  Ku-Klux  offenses  t 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  in  regard  to  making  arrests ;  they  seldom  or  never  make  any  arreato. 

QfusHwk.  Axe  n^groee  ulowed  to  alt  upon  Juries  in  your  courts  f 

Answer,  They  are. 

Questiim,  Do  they  sit  upon  juries  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  You  say  the  negroes  are  generally  orderly  and  quiet  f 

Anewer,  I  have  always  foimd  them  so.    I  never  go  to  court  unless  compelled  to  go. 

QunHon.  When  I  say  "  orderly  and  quiet,"  I  mean  elsewhere  than  at  court.  Are  they 
orderly  and  quiet  generally  in  the  county  f 

Answer,  Generally  speaking  they  are.  Some  of  them  of  course  become  a  little  intox- 
icated at  the  little  vilhiffee  around ;  but  as  a  general  thing  they  are  very  quiet. 

QuestUm,  The  cases  ot  intoxication  are  exceptional  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  I  have  never  known  them  to  commit  any  disorderly  acta  except  to 
get  a  little  intoxicated. 

QuestUm,  Do  they  treat  white  people  respectfhlly  f 

Answer,  I  have  always  found  it  so. 

Question,  Do  they  take  off  their  hats  when  they  meet  white  people  on  the  road  f 

Answer,  Generally  speaking  they  do*;  almost  all  the  old  plantation  negroes  do. 

Question,  What  necessity  is  there  then  for  taking  them  out  and  "  regulating''  them  f 

Answer  Well,  I  cannot  see  any. 

Question,  Can  there  be  any  purpose  other  than  influencing  their  votes  f 

Answer,  I  do  not  know,  unless  it  be  to  intimidate  them,  to  keep  them  from  renting 
land,  so  that  the  majority  of  the  white  citizens  may  control  labor  in  that  way. 

Question,  You  spoke  of  those  orders  issued  from  one  county  to  another.  Do  you 
mean  that  a  camp  in  one  county  makes  an  order  to  another? 

Answer,  Sends  a  request. 

Question*  Which  is  first  passed  ui>on  in  campt 

Answer,  Yes,  sir )  and  then  a  messenger  is  sent.  Nothing  is  ever  written  at  all ;  they 
never  write  anything. 

Qusstion,  These  requests  from  one  camp  to  another  are  in  regard  to  important  move- 
ments f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  In  regard  to  minor  moyements,  such  as  whipping  a  few  negroes,  does  the 
organization  in  one  county  send  to  the  organization  in  another  county  f 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  as  a  general  thing  they  do  it  themselves,  right  at  home. 

Quseiion,  But  if  any  heinous  offense,  such  as  a  murder,  is  to  be  committed,  they  send 
to  another  county  f 

Answer,  As  a  general  thing  they  do. 

Question,  Have  you  ever  known  any  orders  to  be  received  from  an  adjoining  county 
by  the  camp  in  your  county,  to  go  over  and  attend  to  matters  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

QuesUon,  Did  the  camp  in  your  county  respond  to  the  order,  and  go  over  and  do  the 
act  indicated  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  they  did. 

Question.  Do  you  know  whether  there  is  any  general  State  organization,  with  State 
office^? 

Answer,  I  really  cannot  say.    I  only  know  as  to  the  counties  around  me. 
Question.  Is  there  any  one  chief  officer  of  the  whole  county  f 

Answer,  There  is  always  a  chief  of  the  county.    There  are  generally  four  or  five 
bands  in  the  county.    The  largest  band  is  generally  supposed  to  predominate ;  and  the 
commanding  officer  of  that  ranks  any  other  officer  in  that  county. 
Question,  Is  there  any  general  State  officer  f 

Anewer,  I  do  not  know  of  any ;  but  as  I  remarked  a  while  ago,  I  was  told  of  a  gen- 
tleman who  was  the  chief  of  it. 
Question,  Where  did  you  understand  this  organization  originated  f 
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Answer.  In  Tennessee. 

Qwsstion.  What  was  the  purpose  of  the  organization 

Answer,  Political. 

Question,  For  the  purpose  of  controlling  the  vote  of  the  colored  people? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Queatian,  Did  you  hear  who  originated  itf 

Answer,  I  understood  that  General  Forrest  was  the  originator  of  it.  I  do  not  know 
how  true  it  is. 

Quesvi^m,  Did  you  hear  that  any  other  men  were  connected  with  the  origioation 
of  itt 

Answer,  Yes,  sir^  I  heard  of  other  prominent  men  in  Tennessee;  General  Brown  was 
one. 

QuesHon,  Did  you  hear  this  from  members  of  the  order? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Quesiion,  Members  of  intelligence  and  information  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir.    They  were  ordinary  working  men  like  myself;  ordinary  farmers. 

Question,  Is  this  thing  confined  to  the  rabble,  the  mean,  trifling  men  of  the  county ;  or 
are  members  of  this  order  men  of  substance  and  character  f 

Answer,  Well,  I  am  sorry  to  say  that  in  my  county  it  is  rather  the  better  class,  the 
best  men  in  the  county. 

QnetUon,  How  do  they  justify  among  themselves  the  commission  of  murder  in  this 
way? 

Answer,  Well,  sir,  I  really  cannot  tell  you.  Thejr  do  not,  of  course,  want  to  commit 
murder  when  they  go  to  do  these  whippings ;  but  if  a  negro  resists,  on  the  spar  of  the 
moment  be  is  killed. 

Question,  Do  they  not  know  that  to  take  men  out  of  their  houses  at  night  and  sooorge 
them  in  this  way  is  a  very  heinous  offense  f 

Answer,  I  suppose  they  do  it  from  the  fact  that  they  have  the  power  to  do  it  on  their 
side. 

Question,  State  in  detail  the  order  of  proceedings  in  one  of  those  meetings.  Is  a 
motioh  made  that  they  shall  go  to  a  certain  man's  house  and  pay  him  one  of  these 
visits? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Qwesium,  Is  he  mentioned  by  name  ? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir.    Somebody  makes  the  move,  and  the  captain  puts  the  question. 

Question,  Is  the  question  discussed  ? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  if  it  is  necessary  it  is  discussed. 

Question,  Is  there  sometimes  opposition  to  the  proposition  ? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  And  the  reasons  are  given  j>ro  and  con  ? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  And  then  the  question  is  put  to  vote  ? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  If  it  is  carried  by  a  bare  majority  is  that  sufficient? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  A  majority  decides  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir :  the  migority  decides. 

Qut»iion,  And  when  a  question  is  so  decided  must  all  the  others  obey  and  take  part  f 

Answer,  Of  course. 

Question,  Is  that  a  part  of  the  obligation  which  they  take  ? 

Answer,  Certainly. 

Question,  Can  you  give  the  substance  of  the  oath  which  the  parties  take  ?  They  take 
an  oath,  do  they  not  ? 

Answer,  They  take  an  oath,  but  I  cannot  give  it  to  you.    I  never  took  the  oath. 

QucBtion,  You  do  not  know  the  full  substance  of  that  oath  ? 

Answer,  No,  sir. 

Question,  Have  yoif  heard  discussed  or  mentioned  in  any  of  the  meetings,  the  Got- 
ernment  of  the  United  States,  and  their  feelings  toward  it  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  down  there  amongst  us  in  the  backwoods,  we  very  seldom  have 
anything  to  say  or  do  with  the  Government  of  the  United  States.  It  is  very  seldom 
spoken  of.    We  speak  of  Alcorn  altogether. 

Question,  Did  not  a  great  many  democrats  vote  for  Alcorn  at  the  last  election  f 

Answer.  They  may  have  done  so  in  various  other  counties ;  not  a  great  many  did  in 
mine.    I  voted  for  him  myself  in  preference  to  Dent. 

Question,  Dent  was  the  democratic  candidate  ? 

Answer,  The  conservative  candidate. 

Question,  Do  you  know  whether  the  Ku-Elux  organization,  as  it  is  called,  has  a  general 
State  password  ? 

Answer,  I  know  that  the  words  I  have  mentioned  are  used  in  four  or  five  counties 
around  there. 
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QueaHan,  What  are  those  words  f 

An9wer,  Mount  Nebo. 

Question,  That  passes  yon  in  that  locality  T 

Annoer,  Yes,  sir ;  it  passes  me  in  my  county,  and  in  any  of  the  counties  ac^oining : 
Winston,  Lauderdale,  Kemper,  Lowndes,  Oktibbeha,  and  also  Pickens  County,  Alabama. 

Qiie8tion,  Were  yon  over  yourself  on  one  of  those  raids  T 

Afuncer,  Yes,  sir ;  I  was  notified  to  go  and  did  so. 

QueatioH  State  how  you  proceeded.  Did  yon  start  from  the  place  of  meeting  of  the 
camp  f 

Answer.  No,  sir.    We  generally  have  some  rendezvous  that  we  start  from. 

Question,  Were  you  present  at  the  rendezvous  f 

Answer.  1  was.    I  was  told  to  meet  them  there,  and  I  did  so. 

Question.  Did  they  all  meet  in  dis^piise  f 

Answer.  We  did  not  meet  there  in  disguise ;  we  put  the  disguises  on  after  we  got 
together. 

Question.  Was  that  in  the  woods  f 

Answer.  In  a  swamp. 

Question.  A  secluded  place  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  How  many  men  met  there  f 

Answer.  I  suppose  between  twenty-five  and  thirty. 

Question.  There  they  disguised  themselves  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  What  was  the  purpose  of  the  raid  that  night  f    Where  were  they  going f 

Answer,  They  were  going  to  whip  some  negroes. 

Qu^iion.  Was  that  by  onier  of  the  camp  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  There  had  been  a  previous  order  T 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  it  had  been  agreed  on  in  a  meeting. 

Question.  By  a  regular  vote  t 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  I  was  told  so.    I  was  not  at  the  meeting. 

Question,  Tell  us  how  you  proceeded  after  starting  on  the  raid  T 

Answer,  We  marched  along  in  the  road  Just  as  a  company  of  cavalry  would.  Every 
man  was  disguised  and  armed  with  side-arms  and  pistols. 

Question.  Were  officers  in  command  f 

Answer.  Certainly. 

Question.  Who  was  in  chief  command  f 

Answer.  The  captain. 

Question,  What  other  officers  did  you  have  f 

Answer.  Two  lieutenants. 

Question.  Did  the  lieutenants  command  distinct  portions  of  the  men  f 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  the  captain  generally  commanaed  the  whole  of  a  small  body  like 
that. 

Question.  Were  the  commands  of  the  two  lieutenants  separate  from  each  other  f 

Answer.  No,  sir,  they  rode  along  the  road  with  the  whole  command.  When  they  got 
to  the  place  they  were  going  to,  one  of  the  lieutenants  would  take  a  squad  and  surround 
the  house. 

Question.  And  another  lieutenant  would  take  another  squad  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  and  surround  another  house. 

Question.  Were  there  any  other  ofilcers  T 

Answer.  I  never  knew  any  other  officers. 

Question.  You  knew  no  officers  lower  than  lieutenants  f 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question,  You  proceeded  to  the  house  of  this  negro  f 

Answer,  Yes.  sir. 

Question.  Wuat  time  of  night  was  it  f 

Answer,  About  1  or  2  o'clock  in  the  morning,  I  suppose.  ^ 

Question.  What  did  they  do  when  they  ^ot  to  the  house  t 

Answer.  They  took  the  negroes  and  whipped  them. 

Question.  Before  you  got  there,  did  you  meet  anybody  on  the  highway  f 

Answer,  No,  sir. 

Question,  How  did  you  get  the  negroes  out  of  the  house  t 

Answer,  They  made  them  come  out  by  force. 

Question.  Did  they  break  open  the  doors  f 

Answer,  In  some  cases  they  did. 

Question.  How  many  negroes  were  whipped  that  night  t 

Answer.  I  believe  there  were  nine. 

Question,  On  different  plantations? 

Answer.  All  on  one  plantation — at  different  cabins  on  the  plantation. 

Question.  What  were  they  whipped  for  T 
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Angwer.  They  were  whipped  because  they  were  renting  land.  That  is  all  I  erer 
knew. 

Question,  Was  that  the  reason  alleged  for  it  in  the  camp  when  the  order  was  passed  T 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  that  if  they  were  made  to  give  up  this  land  they  were  renting,  they 
then  conld  be  hired  by  white  planters. 

Question,  Was  anything  said  to  any  negro  that  night  about  voting  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir.  •  • 

Question,  Were  the  negroes  told  they  must  vote  the  democratic  ticket? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  they  were  told  they  must  vote  the  democratic  ticket. 

Question,  Suppose  a  negro  is  in  the  habit  of  voting  the  democratic  ticket,  is  he  free 
from  such  visitations  f 

Answer,  I  have  never  heard  of  one  such  being  visited  at  alL 

Question,  What  was  the  manner  of  whipping  the  negroes  f    Were  they  stripped  t 

Anstcer,  Yes,  sir,  almost  always. 

Question.  Stripped  to  the  skin  f 

Anstcer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  With  what  were  they  whipped  T 

Jifi^irer.  With  ropes  or  hickones  or  anything  of  that  kind. 

Question,  What  was  the  largest  whipping  given  to  a  negro  that  night  t 

Answer,  I  do  not  think  more  than  forty  or  fifty  lashes  were  given  in  any  case. 

Question,  Were  they  laid  on  hardf 

Answer,  Yos,  sir. 

Question,  Hard  enough  to  break  the  skin  f 

Anstcer,  I  think  one  or  two  negroes  had  the  blood  cut  from  them. 

Question.  Were  any  women  whipped  that  night? 

Anstcer.  Two  women ;  there  were  seven  men  and  two  women. 

Question,  What  were  the  women  whipped  for? 

Answer,  Merely  because  they  were  hallooing  and  making  a  noise. 

Question.  You  were  whipping  their  husbands  and  they  wanted  you  to  desist  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Were  they  whipped  on  the  bare  skin  f 

Anstcer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Were  any  children  whipped  that  night  f 

Answer.  I  did  not  see  any. 

Question.  Is  this  a  fair  sample  of  the  raids  that  occur? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  it  is  a  fair  sample  of  their  operations,  to  the  best  of  my  knowledge 
and  belief. 

Question.  Have  you  heard  other  raids  spoken  of  by  those  who  were  participuitB  in 
themf 

Anstcer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Is  that  the  way  yon  get  your  knowledge  of  this  being  a  fair  sample  T 

Answer.  The  one  I  have  just  spoken  of  I  was  on,  and  other  raids  I  have  heard 
spoken  of. 

Question.  Did  they  give  an  account  of  the  matter,  agreeing  substantially  with  what 
you  saw  on  this  raid  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  What  induced  you  to  disclose  these  things  f 

Answer.  Nothing  except  that  I  thought  it  would  be  for  the  good  of  my  oountiy. 

Question,  You  did  it  from  a  sense  of  duty  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  I  think  the  organization  ought  to  be  broken  up ;  I  know  it  is 
very  detrimental  to  my  county. 

Question,  Does  it  interfere  with  the  labor  of  your  county,  and  with  the  general  order 
and  prosperity  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  it  does  interfere  very  seriously  with  labor. 

Question.  Is  there  a  feeling  of  intimidation  and  fear  on  the  part  of  the  colored  people 
of  that  county  f 

Anstcer,  There  is.  • 

Question,  Does  it  affect  whole  families  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Women  and  children  f 

Answer,  Ye8,  sir. 

Question,  Do  you  know  whether  any  of  the  colored  people  sleep  out  of  their  hoases  at 
night  f 

Answer,  1  have  known  negroes  to  sleep  out  of  their  houses  for  nights  and  nights.  I 
have  known  every  negro  on  a  plantation  to  leave  through  fear  that  they  would  be  vis- 
ited. For  instance,  they  visit  one  plantation  to-night.  The  negroes  as  a  general  thing 
are  very  ignorant ;  and  frequently  the  negroes  on  the  a4Joining  plantation  leave  every 
one  uf  them  the  next  night,  and  go  to  the  woods.  I  have  known  the  negroee  at  home 
to  do  it. 

Question,  You  mean  those  upon  your  own  plantation  f 
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Armcer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Then  there  is  a  eeneral  feelinff  of  dread  and  terror  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  and  it  frequently  maSces  it  a  very  hard  matter  to  get  labor  in  onr 
section. 

QuesiUm^  Were  yon  summoned  before  the  grand  Jury  in  the  United  States  distrioi 
court  or  circuit  court  T 

Answer,  The  United  States  district  court  for  the  northern  district  of  Mississippi  t  I 
hve  in  that  district. 

Question.  Who  is  the  Judge  of  that  court  f 

Answer,  Judge  Hill.    The  district  attorney  is  Colonel  Wells. 

QnesiUm,  Have  any  complaints  been  made  to  the  governor  of  the  State  about  these 
things  f 

Answer,  1  have  been  told  that  such  things  have  been  brought  to  his  notice. 

QuesHan,  Has  he  made  any  effort  to  suppress  them  f 

Answer,  I  have  never  heard  of  any  being  made. 

Question,  Was  the  district  court  -which  you  attended  disturbed  during  its  sittings  f 

Answer,  By  outside  pressure  f 

Question,  By  members  of  this  band  f 

Answer,  No,  sir :  there  were  twenty-seven  men  there  on  trial  from  Monroe  County. 

Question,  Was  tuere  any  disturbance  of  any  kind  in  court  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  the  United  States  marshal,  Mr.  Pierce,  was  very  badly  handled  by 
Colonel  L.  Q.  C.  Lamar. 

Question,  Who  is  he  f 

Answer,  A  lawyer  of  some  note  in  Mississippi ;  an  old  Mississippian.  He  knocked 
the  United  States  marshal  down  in  court. 

Question,  Is  Colonel  Lamar  a  democrat  f 

Answer,  He  is  said  to  be.. 

Qwestion,  Was  he  defending  the  prisoners  T 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Quettion,  What  did  he  strike  the  United  States  marshal  for,  in  court  f 

Answer,  I  did  not  see  the  occurrence ;  it  occurred  two  days  before  I  got  there.  It 
was  said  the  marshal  was  attempting  to  enforce  order.  The  Judge  had  called  for  order. 
Colonel  Lamar  was  very  rude  in  his  remarks,  and  very  angry.  His  assistant  counsel, 
Jud^  Gholson  and  Colonel  Dowd,  both  censured  him  very  severely  for  it.  He  was 
stricken  from  the  rolls.  But  I  have  noticed  since  I  came  here  that  he  has  been  allowed 
to  practice  again. 

Question.  Was  he  imprisoned  for  contempt  of  court  f 

Answer,  No.  sir. 

Question.  Was  he  fined  f 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  he  was  merely  stricken  from  the  rolls. 

Question.  And  then  restored  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Was  there  any  armed  demonstration  in  court  following  this  occurrence  T 

Answer,  There  was  some  little  demonstration  on  the  part  of  the  prisoners :  but  I 
rather  think  it  was  against  Colonel  Lamar.  They  were  very  much  afraid,  and  Judge 
Gholson  and  Colonel  Dowd  were  also,  that  be  would  injure  their  cause,  as  he  did,  no 
doubt,  very  seriously.    There  were  troops  there,  of  course,  to  prevent  any  outbreak. 

Question,  There  were  United  States  troops  protecting  the  court  T 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  two  companies— one  of  infantry  and  one  of  cavalry. 

Question,  Were  they  there  for  the  protection  of  the  court  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  for  the  protection  of  the  court,  and  to  guard  the  prisoners.  They 
have  a  very  insecure  jail  there,    They  had  the  prisoners  in  a  corral  or  stockade. 

Question.  That  was  the  first  case  of  arrest  for  any  of  these  Ku-Klux  outrages  f 

Answer,  That  is  the  first  trial  that  has  been  brought  to  my  notice  at  all. 

Question.  Do  you  know  whether  Judge  Hill  has  l^n  threatened  T 

Answer.  1  never  heard  of  it. 

Question.  Do  you  know  whether  the  district  attorney  has  been  T 

Answer,  Colonel  Wells  told  me  that  he  had  heard  such  rumors. 

Qitestion,  What  did  they  ttireaten  him  with  f 

Answer,  They  threatened  him  with  death. 

Question.  What  is  the  penalty  on  members  of  the  order  for  violating  their  rules  or 
disclosing  the  secrets  of  the  order  f 

Anstrer,  Death. 

Question.  Have  you  ever  known  a  member  to  be  punished  for  that  f 

Answer.  I  have  never  heard  of  one ;  not  in  my  county.  I  heanl  there  was  a  man  who 
disappeared  very  suddenly  in  the  county  west  of  me — Winston.  I  never  knew  whether 
it  was  true  or  not. 

Question.  Who  was  the  man  who  disappeared  t 

Ansicer.  His  name  was  Giles,  I  think,  though  I  do  not  remember. 
Question,  Was  he  a  member  of  the  order  f 
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Answer,  He  was  said  to  have  been. 

Qmettion,  You  did  not  know  him  f 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  I  have  uot  many  acquaintances  in  that  county. 

Question,  Why  was  it  said  that  he  was  made  away  with  f 

Answer,  It  was  said  that  he  informed  on  them ;  I  think  he  became  angry  and  said 
something  of  the  kind  on  a  drunken  spree. 

Question,  These  men  who  were  arrested  and  brought  before  the  United  States  court, 
were  they  from  your  county  f  ' 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  in  our  county  they  are  now  arresting  them. 

Question.  Are  the  troofM  there  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  they  have  been  sent  there.  The  men  that  I  speak  of  as  being  tried 
at  Oxford  were  from  Monroe  County,  a  county  north  of  me. 

Question,  When  you  were  called  to  appear  before  the  grand  jury,  was  it  known  that 
you  were  going  to  make  disclosures  in  regard  to  the  order  f 

Answer.  I  suppose  so.  They  knew  that  I  would  be  ui>on  my  oath,  and  would  be  com- 
pelled to  tell  everj'thing  I  knew. 

Question,  Had  yon  told  in  your  county  what  you  were  going  to  do  f 

Answer,  I  did  not.  I  did  not  know  I  was  going  to  be  summoned  till  the  day  before  I 
was. 

Question,  Yon  did  not  procure  yourself  to  be  summoned  f 

Answer,  No,  sir,  I  did  not.  It  is  the  first  time  I  was  ever  summoned  before  a  grand 
jury. 

QuenHon.  Were  other  members  of  the  order  summoned  at  the  same  time  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Que9tion,  Did  they  gb  before  the  grand  jury  ? 

Answer^  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Did  they  make  disclosures  f 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  they  did  not. 

Question,  How  did  they  avoid  making  disclosures  f 

Answtr,  I  really  cannot  tell.    I  do  not  know  what  took  place  in  the  grand  jury  room. 

Question,  Was  there  any  obligation  placed  upon  members  of  the  order  that  they  were 
to  commit  peijury  in  court,  if  necessary,  and  swear  in  favor  of  each  other  f 

Answer,  They  were  always  to  swear  for  one  another. 

Question.  Without  regard  to  truth  T 

Answer,  Without  regard  to  truth  or  anything  else. 

Question,  That  was  part  of  the  obligation  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir.  These  men  who  were  summoned  before  the  grand  jury  went  there 
before  I  did.  I  understand  they  have  since  been  arrested  on  true  bills  found  against 
them. 

Question,  Do  you  think  it  would  be  safe  for  you  to  go  back  to  that  county  f 

A  nswer,  I  am  going  back.  I  suppose  I  shall  run  some  risk ;  but  my  interests  lie  there, 
and  I  am  going  back. 

Question.  You  say  there  are  troops  there  now  f 

Anstcer.  Yes,  sir ;  but  whether  they  wore  there  or  not,  I  should  go  back. 

Question.  Where  do  you  reside  f 

Answer.  In  Noxubee  County,  a  mile  and  a  quarter  from  Brooksville. 

Question.  Have  you  any  means  of  defense  at  your  house — arms  or  anything  of  that 
sort! 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  have  a  pretty  good  double-barreled  shot-gun,  and  a  pistol. 

Question,  How  many  ncCToes  have  yon  on  your  plantation  ? 

Answer.  Forty-two,'l  believe,  all  told. 

Question,  How  many  men  f 

Answer.  Twenty-three  men. 

Question.  Do  yon  rely  upon  them  to  help  you  in  case  of  need  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  if  it  were  necessary ;  but  I  do  not  know  that  I  shall  have  to  call 
upon  them.  I  have  a  partner  there,  a  gentleman  who  was  formerly  a  squire  in  that 
State. 

Question,  Have  you  learned  from  your  connection  with  this  order  that  they  are  afraid 
of  l)eing  fired  into  when  they  co  out  T 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  they  never  fear  anythin^^  of  that  kind.  They  make  rather  a  ghostly 
looking  sight,  and  they  donH  fear  much  being  fired  into. 

Question.  Do  you  think  they  would  make  an  attack  on  anybody  if  they  thought  they 
were  going  to  be  fired  into  f 

Ansicer.  Certainly ;  they  would  defend  themselves,  of  course.  But  when  twenty-five 
or  fifty  men  ride  along  the  road  at  night,  with  gowns  and  other  disgnises,  making 
the  men  look  some  two  or  three  times  as  tall  as  they  naturally  are,  it  is  not  reasonable 
to  suppose  that  many  people  are  going  to  fire  into  them. 

By  Mr.  Blair: 
Question.  Are  you  a  member  of  this  Ku-Elux  order  t 
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Anncer,  I  never  took  the  oath.    1  never  connected  myself  with  but  one  organization 
in  Mississippi,  and  that  was  to  put  down  horse-thieves;  that  was  just  a  neighborhood 
organization,  of  about  twelve  or  fourteen  of  us,  shortly  after  I  went  there. 
Question.  Did  any  member  of  tliis  Kn-Klux  order  take  an  oath  ? 
Ansicer,  I  have  been  told  so  by  men  themselves  that  took  it.    I  have  been  requested 
to  join,  and  take  the  oath,  but  have  never  done  so. 
Questum,  You  went  out  onee  on  a  raid  with  them  f 
Anstcer.  I  did. 

Qu€sti(m.  Did  the  other  inembers  know  that  yon  had  not  taken  the  oath  f 
Answer,  Some  of  them  did.  I  was  called  upon  two  months  ago  to  attend  a  meeting 
to  connect  myself  with  the  onler ;  in  fact,  they  said  I  must  do  it ;  that  if  I  did  not,  my 
case  must  be  attended  to.  I  told  them  I  did  not  propose  to  do  anything  of  the  kind ; 
that  I  was  a  free  man ;  that  I  had  gone  there  to  work  for  my  living,  had  been  trying  to 
do  so,  and  expected  to  continue  it.    I  refused  to  Join. 

Questum,  Were  you  on  any  other  raid  than  the  one  you  have  spoken  of  f 

Answer,  I  have  never  been  on  any  other.  I  have  seen  them,  though,  very  frequently, 
when  they  were  on  raids.  I  have  seen  them  pass  my  house.  The  road  runs  right  by 
my  house. 

Questkm.  Did  you  assist  in  murdering  any  of  those  men  whom  you  have  mentioned 
as  being  murdered  by  these  bands  f 

Answer,  No,  sir;  there  was  no  murdering  done  the  night  I  was  along;  only  whipping. 
I  did  not  do  any  of  that  either.    I  went  along  as  a  spectator. 

QnesUon,  Is  it  usual  for  them  to  take  spectators  along  f 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  not  as  a  general  thing ;  but  I  was  known  to  have  been  in  the  con- 
federate army,  to  have  been  under  General  Forrest  in  the  war.  I  was  look^  upon  by 
the  community,  I  believu,  as  a  good  citizen ;  I  always  enjoyed  that  reputation,  and  I 
was  ^solicited  to  join.  Tlie  reason  I  went  that  night  was  more  to  gratify  my  neighbor, 
an  intimate  friend,  than  auything  else.  He  belonged  to  the  order,  and  he  vouched 
for  me. 

Qiustion,  Did  you  go  for  the  purpose  of  disclosing  the  operations  of  the  organization  ? 

Answer,  I  did  not :  1  merely  went  through  curiosity  to  see  how  they  did  conduct 
things.  I  had  heard  and  read  a  great  deal  of  Ku-Kluxism,  and  I  wanted  to  see  how 
the  thing  was  done. 

Question.  You  frequently  attended  their  meetings  T 

Answer,  I  have  been  to  three  or  four  of  their  meetings. 

Question,  Is  it  usual  for  them  to  have  spectators  at  their  meetings  f 

Answer.  No,  sir;  some  of  the  old  citizens  of  the  county— old  men — are  invited  some- 
times to  attend.  I  always  went  upon  invitation.  One  of  the  meetings  was  held  on 
my  place.  I  did  not  know  it  was  to  be  held  there  until  some  men  came  to  my  house 
and  told  me. 

Question.  How  did  you  happen  to  be  summoned  to  Oxford  before  the  grand  jury  f 

Answer,  I  think  our  deputy  sheriff,  Colonel  Simeon  Orr,  or  Migor  Whitfield,  of  Co- 
lumbus, had  me  summoned. 

Question,  Did  they  know  anything  in  regard  to  your  knowledge  of  the  operations  of 
this  order  :  had  yon  communicated  your  information  to  them  f 

Answer,  I  had  spoken  to  Whitfield  about  it.  He  and  I  were  intimate.  He  was  sum- 
moned to  Oxford  at  the  same  time  I  was,  or  just  ahead  of  me. 

QuesUon.  You  s^w  the  band  that  killed  Kogerf 

Answer,  Yes,  sir;  I  met  them  in  the  road  at  night. 

Question,  Did  you  see  them  kill  him  f 

Answer,  I  did  not. 

Question.  How  did  you  know  that  they  killed  him  f 

Answer.  One  of  the  gentlefnen  who  went  along  told  me. 

Question,  Did  you  give  information  of  it  immediately  to  the  authorities  f 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  I  did  not. 

Question,  You  took  no  steps  to  have  them  brought  to  Justice  f 

Answer.  No,  sir;  there  never  have  been  any  such  steps  taken  at  all. 

Question.  You  took  none  T 

Answer,  No,  sir;  they  could  not  have  been  arrested  in  the  county  at  all. 

Question.  Was  any  attempt  ever  made  to  arrest  them  f 

Answer.  I  never  heard  of  any  attempt  being  made  in  my  county. 

QuesHon,  How  do  you  know  that  such  an  attempt  would  not  have  been  successful? 

Answer.  Well,  sir,  the  officers  say  that  it  is  through  fear;  that  they  have  not  got  a 
sufficient  number  of  men  to  do  it. 

Question.  A  very  large  migority  of  the  men  of  the  county  are  republicans  f 

Answer.  Freedmen. 

Question.  Are  they  not  republicans  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

QuesUon.  Give  us  the  names  of  the  men  that  you  knew  who  belonged  to  the  order  m 
your  county. 
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Anetcer,  Am  I  compelled  to  do  that  f 

[The  committee,  after  consultAtion,  decided,  no  member  ohjecting,  that  the  question 
should  be  answered.] 

Answer.  Tiie  cax)tain  of  the  organization  in  my  immediate  neighborhood  hi  Cliarles 
M»  Dose. 

Question.  Where  does  he  live  f 

Answer.  Eight  miles  from  Macon,  in  Noxul)ee  County. 

Qu^tion,  In  what  direction  from  Macon  f 

Answer.  Rather  southwest.    His  first  lieutenant  is  Benjamin  Walker. 

Question.  Where  does  he  live  f 

Answer.  Hardly  three-quarters  of  a  mile  from  Mr.  Doss — on  the  af^joiuiug  plantation. 
The  second  lieutenant  is  Glower  Triplet.    Do  you  wish  now  the  names  of  the  privates  f 

Question.  Yes,  sir. 

Ansv:er.  William  Doss ;  his  son,  John  Doss ;  his  brother,  James  Doss ;  Jasper  Feathers- 
ton,  Britton  Moore,  Joseph  Hunter,  Daniel  Holbrooks,  John  and  Joe  McMorris,  William 
P.  Stovall,  Cornelius  Foster,  Van  Hinton,  Sam  Magee,  George  Jones,  James  Bnrch, 
Scott  Williams,  Taylor  Williams,  Max  Williams,  Thomas  Cockerell,  Dent  Cockerell, 
George  Kirby,  John  Williams.    There  are  others.    Do  you  wish  me  to  proceed? 

Question.  Yes,  sir. 

Aimcer.  William  Morton,  Doctor  Featherston,  Neil  Featherston,  .John  Wootten,  Frank 
Glass,  DeWitt  Farmer,  Mr.  Lncian  Wilbanks.  There  are  two  gentlemen  who  formerly 
belonged  to  the  order,  but  have  withdrawn ;  they  are  Frank  Har{)er  and  William  A. 
May. 

Question.  Have  you  named  all  that  yon  know  who  belong  to  it  f 

Answer.  No,  sir;  there  are  plenty  more  of  them.  I  would  name  Madison  Brooks, 
Harding  Brooks,  William  Helm,  Jenu  Kirksey,  Cicero  Kirksey,  William  McMorris,  the 
father  of  the  two  boys  I  have  named ;  William  B.  Jones,  Richard  Edwards,  Thomas 
Cook,  Rufus  Farmer.  Those  are  adl  I  think  of  just  now  around  in  my  immediate 
neighborhood. 

Question.  Were  those  men  in  the  company  yon  spoke  of  that  went  to  kill  Eoger  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Qu€sti4m.  All  of  them  T 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  that  all  were  present  when  they  went  to  kill  Koger ;  some,  I 
think,  were  not  there. 

Question.  Was  the  captain  there  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  The  two  lieutenants  f 

Answer.  Only  one  of  the  two  lieutenants ;  the  regular  lieutenant.  Triplet,  was  not 
there ;  he  lived  in  the  far  part  of  the  county ;  Cockerell  was  acting  as  first  lieutenant 
that  night. 

Question.  Which  of  them  told  you  about  the  killing  of  Koger  T 

Answer.  Daniel  Holbrooks. 

Question.  Did  he  live  adjoining  yon  f 

Answer,  He  lives  about  a  mile  and  a  half  or  a  mile  and  three-quarters  from  me. 

Question.  Who  did  he  say  killed  Koger  f 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  ;  they  never  tried  to  know  who  did  anything  ufi  that  kind ; 
J  do  not  know  that  any  one  ever  kuew  which  one  of  them  killed  Koger ;  I  never  knew 
any  man  say  who  killed  any  one  on  a  raid,  except  once ;  and  that  was  the  killing  of 
the  negro  Dick  Malone.    He  was  only  shot  once. 

Question.  Who  killed  him  1 

Answer.  It  was  Haid  the  captain  did  it. 

Question.  Was  Hopkins  killed  by  this  band? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  By  the  same  band  T 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  a  i>ortiou  of  them.  I  do  not  know  that  all  of  them  were  there.  I 
was  not  there  myself. 

Question.  Did  they  tell  you  they  killed  Hopkins  f 

Anstoer.  John  Wootten  told  me.    He  said  he  was  along. 

Question.  You  said  there  were  some  fifteen  men  killed  in  your  county  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  You  j^ave  the  names  of  some  four  or  five  of  them  T 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Can  you  give  the  names  of  the  others? 

Answer.  1  really  do  not  know  who  they  were.  They  were  negroes ;  and  I  would  just 
hear  of  them  as  negroes  being  killed. 

Question.  You  do  not  know  that  they  were  killed  f 

Armcer.  Well,  it  was  known  throughout  the  county ;  I  was  told  that  thej'  were 
killed.  It  was  published  in  our  county  paper  that  a  negro  was  found  killed  on  such  a 
plar  iatiou. 
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Questum.  Killed  by  whom  f 

Angwer.  Killed  by  bodies  of  diegnised  men. 

Question.  It  was  so  stated  in  your  newspapers? 

Awnoer,  Yes,  sir ;  in  the  Macou  Beacon. 

QuesHon.  In  every  instance  that  you  have  mentioned  T 

Answer.  No,  sir,  not  always.  I  have  been  told  that  the  editor  of  the  Beacon,  Mr. 
William  Ferris,  belongs  to  a  Klan  of  that  kind  in  the  town  of  Macon.  I  do  not  know 
that  to  be  a  fact. 

Questian.  You  assert,  then,  that  you  never  took  the  oath,  and  never  actually  joined 
the  order  T 

Awnoer.  I  never  did.  I  cannot  tell  you  what  the  oath  is.  I  know  that  the  penalty 
attached  to  it  is  death.    That  is  what  I  have  been  told  by  members. 

Questum.  You  attended  their  meeting  three  or  four  times  f 

Aftmver.  Yes,  sir ;  I  have  been  in  then:  camp  three  or  four  times. 

Questian.  Did  they  speak  freely  before  you  f 

Answer.  They  did  so  without  hesitation.  There  were  merely  moves  being  made  as  in 
a  lodge — merely  an  intention  expressed  that  they  would  do  thus  and  so. 

Question.  Were  they  aware  of  the  fa<5t  that  you  were  not  a  member  T 

Answer.  Some  of  them  were,  as  I  have  stated  a  while  ago.  Some  of  them  objected  to 
my  knowing  as  much  as  I  did  without  tiiking  the  oath ;  and  about  two  months  and  a 
half  ago  they  called  a  meeting  on  my  case,  as  they  said,  to  have  me  brought  before 
them,  and  to  have  me  join,  which  I  did  not  do.  I  never  joined  them,  and  I  never  in- 
tend to.  If  a  gentleman  of  his  own  free  will  and  accord  tells  me  anything,  I  listen  to 
him,  of  course.  I  have  a  neighbor,  a  friend  of  mine,  whom  I  have  heard  making  use 
of  these  very  signs,  and  signals,  and  passwords  which  I  have  given  here.  I  have  known 
him  to  do  so  in  visiting  at  nights. 

Question.  Did  yon  use  the  signals  to  pass  the  party  on  the  night  that  negro  was 
killed  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir,  I  did  not.  I  was  hailed,  and  I  haUooed  my  name  immediately.  I 
was  known  to  all  those  gentlemen.  My  position  was  known  in  the  county  by  my 
neighbors.  They  passed  along  and  made  some  passing  jocular  remarks,  that  they  were 
oat  on  a  tramp,  and  all  that,  and  wanted  me  to  go  along. 

By  Mr.  Pool: 

Question.  W^ere  you  invited  to  go  into  that  camp  by  some  of  the  members  f 

Anstcer.  1  was. 

Question.  Was  the  fact  that  yon  were  known  to  be  an  earnest  democrat  of  that  county 
a  reason,  probably,  why  you  were  invited  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  and  that  I  was  known  to  have  been  in  the  confederate  army,  I  sup- 
pose. 

Question.  And  that  you  came  from  Virginia,  and  were  a  southern  man  I 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  All  these  things  taken  together  gave  yon  the  position  you  occupied  f 

Ansicer.  Precisely. 

Question.  And  when  you  accompanied  them  upon  that  raid,  when  whipping  was  done, 
that  gave  them  still  more  confidence  in  youf 

Anstcer.  Certainly. 

Question.  Some  of  them  knew  at  the  time  that  you  had  not  joined  T 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Do  you  think  it  was  the  impression  among  others  of  them  that  you  were  a 
member  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  some  of  them  thought  I  was.  The  captain  was  allowed  to  swear 
in  anybody  outside  of  a  lodge  meeting.  He  could  swear  in  a  member  in  the  presence 
of  three  members. 

Question.  Do  yon  suppose  it  was  the  general  impression  that  yon  had  been  sworn  in  T 

Answer.  I  snppose  so. 

Question.  \iid  when  they  found  out  that  you  had  not  been,  they  called  a  meeting  on 
your  case? 

Ansicer.  Yes,  sir.  There  is  never  any  writing  on  a  case  of  that  kind.  I  know  that 
this  man  Holbrooks  made  a  list  or  roll,  and  it  created  a  disturbance,  and  came  near 
breaking  t^>  the  organization. 

Q,uestion.  The  rule  was  not  to  put  anything  in  writing  ? 

Answer.  They  never  put  anything  in  WTiting.  If  they  wished  to  communicate,  for 
instance,  with  a  party  in  New  York  or  San  Francisco  they  would  send  a  special  mes- 
senger. Of  course,  they  would  not  have  any  business  in  those  localities ;  but  I  mean  to 
Bay  that  that  is  the  way  the  thing  is  done. 

By  Mr.  Beck  : 

Question.  How  were  the  officers  of  your  county  chosen  ?  By  whom  were  they  ap- 
pointed? 
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Anncer,  They  were  appointed  by  Governor  Alcorn,  the  la«»t  set  that  we  have.  I  think 
he  removed  every  one  that  Ames  appointed.  There  may  be  still  in  office  one  or  two 
justices  thai  Ames  appointed. 

Queaiion.  All  the  former  set  of  officers  were  appointed  by  Ames  T 

An9vcer.  Yes,  sir:  Ames  removed  all  that  Gillam  appointed;  and  I  think  that  Alcorn 
did  the  same  in  regard  to  those  appointed  by  Ames. 

Quetitimu  So  that  your  connty  officers  are  appointees  of  either  Ames  or  Alcorn  f 

Ansiter,  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  And  they  are  all  believed  to  be  republicans  T 

A%i8iver,  They  are  all  believed  to  be  republicans — they  are  looked  upon  as  such. 

Qviestion,  Y'our  judge,  your  district  attorney,  and  your  other  county  officials  are  all 
regarded  as  republicans  ? 

An9U}€r,  Y'es,  sir. 

QueMum,  Is  the  case  the  same  in  the  counties  adjoining  yours  f 

Anstcer.  Yes,  sir.  I  do  not  know  any  democrat  at  all  holding  a  position  in  any  of  the 
neighboring  counties. 

Question,  So  that  the  whole  judicial  power  of  that  portion  of  the  State  is  in  the  hands 
of  Governor  Alcorn  and  his  republican  friends  f 

Antwer,  Yes,  sir.  I  know  very  little  about  polities.  I  never  meddle  with  anything 
of  that  sort  at  all. 

Question.  And  whatever  inefficiency  there  is  in  the  execution  of  the  laws  of  the 
State  falls  upon  the  officials  so  appointed  T 

Answer.  I  should  think  so.  I  know  very  little  about  public  men  or  public  affairs. 
I  am  a  plain  faimer,  and  went  to  Mississippi  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  on  that 
business. 

By  Mr.  Coburn  : 

Question.  Speaking  of  the  inefficiency  in  the  execution  of  the  laws,  do  yon  mean  to 
say  that  the  judicial  officers  of  a  county  can  do  everything  in  relation  to  the  detection 
and  punishment  of  crime  ? 

Ansvcer.  I  stated  a  while  ago  that  they  could  not  arrest  any  one  in  my  county,  because 
these  men  whose  names  I  have  given  you  are  all  our  most  prominent  citizens. 

Question.  Then  this  inefficiency,  this  lack  of  punishment  of  crime,  is  not  entirely  due 
to  the  inefficiency  of  the  officers  t 

Answer.  It  is  not  entirely  due  to  that. 

Question.  Is  there  not  considerable  intimidation  experienced  by  witnesses  T 

Answer.  It  is  rather  on  account  of  fear,  as  I  stated  previously.  I  must  say,  though, 
that  some  of  the  officers  are  very  inefficient  men. 

Question.  What  is  the  position  in  society  of  these  men  who  are  said  to  belong  to  this 
Klan  or  secret  organization  f 

Anstcer.  They  are  looked  upon  as  the  best  citizens  of  the  county.  Tbey  are  all  piop- 
ert.y-holder8,  with  the  exception  of  one  or  two  of  the  younger  ones,  who  are  minors. 

Question.  What  is  their  general  age  ? 

Anstcer.  They  take  no  one  under  eighteen  years  old. 

Question.  About  what  are  the  ages  of  the  men  you  have  named  T 

Answer.  Almost  all  of  them  are  middle-a^ed  men. 

Question.  You  say  that  old  men  are  often  invited  to  attend  the  meetings  of  tiie  order. 
Is  it  or  is  it  not  the  fact  that  the  politics  of  these  men  as  democrats  has  something  to 
do  with  their  being  invited  f 

Answer.  Of  course  it  has. 

Question.  Do  you  know  whether  or  not  they,  as  democrats,  know  of  and  encourage 
this  organization  f 

Answer.  They  are  ssud  to  be  the  helpers— the  main-stay.  The  older  men  are  invited 
in  to  assist  in  getting  the  others  out  of  anv  trouble  they  might  fidl  into. 

Question.  The  question  was  asked  you  whether  or  not  the  republicans  and  freedmen 
are  considerably  in  the  migority  in  that  county  T 

Answer.  The  freedmen  are  in  a  msgority. 

Question.  Are  they  armed  f 

Answer.  Some  of  them  have  guns  and  fowling-pieces— in  fact,  a  great  many  of  them. 
I  think  that  almost  all  of  my  negroes  at  home— all  the  negroes  who  work  for  me,  pretty 
much- have  shot-guns  or  something  of  that  kind. 

Question.  Has  there  been  any  disarming  b^  the  Klan  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  they  have  taken  away  pistols  and  things  of  that  kind  from  them. 

Question,  Is  there  any  system  of  disarming  f 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  of  any  regular  system.  There  was  a  little  riot  at  Brooksville, 
last  February  a  year  ago,  which  came  verv  near  being  a  very  serious  thing.  At  that 
time  there  were  some  uiirty  or  forty  pistols  taken  away  from  them — single-barreled 
pistols. 

Question.  State  whether  the  members  of  this  secret  organisation  have  anna,  and 
what  sort  of  arms. 

Answer.  All  have  pistola. 
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Question.  Any  particular  kind  f 

-Jfwtrer.  Generally  five-shooters. 

Qtuation.  New  arms  ? 

Answer.  Certainly. 

Qaestian,  Where  do  they  get  their  supply  f 

Anaicer.  They  buy  them  at  tl:(^  stores. 

Question,  Do  they  buy  them  themselves  t 

Jimrir,  Yes  sir.  There  are  plenty  of  arms  to  be  had  there;  almost  every  store  keeps 
pistols  for  sjile. 

Question.  Are  they  armed  with  anything  besides  pistols  T 

A  nstver.  No,  sir.  Generally,  when  this  whipping  goes  on,  the  fellows,  they  say,  carry 
clubs.    I  saw  some  of  them  have  clubs  or  sticks. 

Question.  You  have,  of  course,  conversed  somewhat  with  these  men  about  the  num- 
bers ot  the  organization  in  Mississippi  and  elsewhere.  Can  you  say  from  your  recol- 
lection anything  on  that  point  f 

Ansicer.  No,  sir,  I  cannot.  The  organization  extends  throngh  the  northern  and 
northeastern  portion  of  our  State.  In  the  lower  counties,  along  on  the  river,  and  in 
the  Yazoo  country,  you  seldom  hear  of  them ;  the  negroes  are  so  largely  in  the  excess 
of  population  that  they  never  have  anything  of  that  kind  down  tiiere.  My  county 
and  Lowndes  County  are  the  oul^  two  counties  havine  an  excess  of  negro  population 
where  any  such  organization  exists.  In  the  county  below  me,  Lauderdale,  there  are 
not  so  many  negroes ;  and  the  caae  is  the  same  in  Kemper. 

Question.  Is  it,  or  is  it  not  the  fact  that  the  white  people  there  are  afraid  of  violence 
from  the  negroes  f    Are  the  white  people  under  terror  on  account  of  the  negroes  t 

Answer.  Some  of  them  arc.  As  a  mass  I  cannot  say  they  are.  They  pretend  not  to 
be,  and  a  great  many  of  them  say  they  are  not. 

Question.  Do  they  not  feel  a  superiority  to  the  negroes  f 

Ansicer.  Oh  yes,  sir. 

Question.  Do  you  think  there  is  really  any  terror  among  them,  or  is  it  a  matter  of 
pretense  ? 

Answer.  Among  the  whites  f 

Question.  Yes,  sir. 

Answer.  I  suppose  some  of  them  may  fear  the  negro ;  some  men  are  naturally  timid 
anyway. 

Question.  Have  the  negroes  ever  made  a  raid  upon  the  white  people,  or  ridden  around 
the  country  to  intimidate  themf 

Answer.  No,  sir;  I  never  heard  of  anything  of  that  kind.  I  never  saw  but  one  dem- 
onstration on  the  part  of  the  negroes,  and  that  was  about  March,  of  last  year,  at  Brooks- 
ville,  when  one  of  their  Leagues  was  interfered  with. 

Question.  What  was  the  nature  of  the  interference  t 

Answer.  I  was  not  in  town  myself  at  the  time ;  but  I  went  that  night  to  the  village, 
and  everything  w^as  in  an  uproar  and  excitement.  One  of  the  gentlemen  whose  names 
I  have  given  you,  Mr.  Fanner,  attempted  to  pass  through  the  lino  on  his  horse,  and  a 
negro  prevented  him  from  doing  so — stopped  him.  It  is  a  little  town— just  a  depot, 
and  one  street  or  road.  Farmer  wanted  to  pass  and  the  necro  caught  hold  of  his  horse 
by  the  bridle,  and  kept  him  back.  Farmer  then  went  and  got  off  his  horse,  and  at- 
tacked the  negro.  The  negro  rather  got  the  upper  hand  of  him,  being  stouter.  He 
threw  him  on  the  ground.  Then  the  negro  got  up  and  ran.  Farmer  pulled  out  a 
piHtol  and  commenced  shooting  at  him.  That  night  Farmer  was  arrested  and  carried 
to  Macon.  It  brought  together  quite  a  number  of  citizens  from  adjoining  counties. 
Our  lieutenant  governor  was  present ;  ho  came  up  from  Macon.  General  Forrest  also 
came  down  from  West  Point  and  mailo  a  speech  to  pacify  the  negroes,  and  to  pacify  the 
whites  also,  which  fortunately  had  that  effect-^  and  we  did  not  have  any  outbreak. 

Question.  That  was  the  only  appearance  of  anything  like  an  uprising  among  the 
negroes  f 

Answer.  That  is  the  only  thing  that  I  have  seen  in  the  way  of  a  riot  in  our  country. 
That  was  the  occasion  when  the  negroes  were  disarmed.  They  were  disarmed  by  ca]f- 
tain  Franks,  with  his  company  firom  West  Point.  They  came  down,  of  course,  as  citi- 
zen-soldiers. 

Question.  What  is  the  fact  as  to  negro  schools  in  that  county  f 

Answer.  Well,  wo  are  just  about  to  introduce  them  now — free  schools. 

Question.  You  have  had  no  tree  schools  for  negroes  f 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Have  you  had  any  free  schools  for  anybody  T 

Ansicer.  We  have  had  no  free  schools  at  all  until  the  last  legislature  passed  a  bill  to 
that  effect.  There  has  been  a  white  school  opened  at  Brooksville,  and  there  will  be  a 
negro  school  opened  in  my  neighborhood  in  a  very  short  time. 

Question.  Do  you  think  these  Ku-Klux  organizations  are  general  throughout  the 
State  f 

Answer.  There  are  plenty  of  them  through  the  northeastern  portion  of  the  State:— 
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Lowndes,  Winston,  Kemper,  and  Lauderdale.  I  do  not  know  as  to  other  counties  be- 
caase  I  have  not  been  there.  I  simply  know  that  these  things  do  exist.  I  have  met 
these  men  fiom  various  counties.  In  the  fiill  of  the  year,  after  laying  by  crops,  people 
visit  about  a  good  deal,  because  they  do  not  have  anything  else  to  do.  The  whiter  do 
not  work  much  ki  my  country.  It  is  a  very  rare  thing  to  see  a  white  man  at  work  on 
a  plantation. 

Question.  Is  it  a  common  thiuff,  when  members  of  these  organizations  meet  on  the 
road  or  at  any  other  place,  to  make  the  sign  of  recognition  f 

Answer .  If  they  want  to  converse  upon  this  subject,  I  am  told  they  recognize  each 
other  as  members.  But  they  do  not  generally  make  use  of  these  signs  very  often,  un- 
less it  is  for  the  purpose  of  conversing  in  rc^^anl  to  the  business  of  the  society,  from 
the  simple  fact  that  if  they  did  the  signs  would  become  very  common. 


Washington-,  D.  C,  JkZy  17, 1871. 

W.  W.  CHISOLM  sworn  and  examined. 
By  the  Chairman,  (Mr.  Poland  :) 

Question,  Where  do  you  reside  T 

Answer.  1  reside  at  De  Kalb,  in  Kemper  County,  Mississippi. 

Question,  Is  De  Kalb  the  county  towu  T 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  the  county  seat. 

Question,  And  that  is  on  the  east  side  of  the  State,  on  the  Alabama  linef 

Answer,  That  is  one  of  the  line  counties  of  the  State,  near  the  middle  of  the  State, 
north  and  south. 

Question,  And  on  the  Alabama  linef 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  How  long  have  you  lived  there  f 

Answer,  I  have  lived  in  the  county  about  twenty  years;  eighteen  or  twenty  years. 

Question,  Are  yon  a  native  of  that  State  f 

Answer,  1  am  not ;  I  am  a  native  of  Georgia. 

Question,  You  have  resided  in  Mississippi  for  twenty  years  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Did  you  hold  any  official  position  before  the  war  T 

Answer.  1  did ;  I  was  elected  to  the  office  of  magistrate  there  when  I  was  very  young, 
but  twcuty-one  or  twenty-two  years  old.  And  before  the  war  I  was  also  elected  to  the 
office  of  probate  judge. 

Question,  For  this  county  of  Kemper? 

Afiswer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Had  you  anything  to  do  in  the  late  war  f 

Answer,  I  was  not  in  the  war ;  I  was  in  the  militia  a  short  time.  I  went  out  with 
what  they  called  the  sixiy-day  troops  from  my  State,  in  18t)3  or  1864, 1  believe. 

Question.  Do  you  now  hold  any  office  in  that  county  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  I  am  sheriff  of  that  county. 

Question.  How  long  have  you  held  the  office  of  sheriff  f 

Answer.  I  have  not  been  sheriff  more  than  about  twelve  months.  I  was  disfranchised, 
because  I  had  held  the  office  of  probate  judge.  I  went  out  of  office,  of  course,  under 
the  reconstruction  acts,  and  my  disabilities  were  not  removed  until  the  last  Congress. 

Question,  Did  you  hold  the  office  of  probate  judge  during  the  war  f 

Answer,  I  did  until  1862.  I  was  again  elected  probate  judge  in  1863,  and  held  the 
office  at  the  close  of  the  war ;  I  was  reelected  after  the  war,  and  held  the  office  until 
I  went  out  under  the  reconstruction  acts. 

Question,  You  were  unable  to  hold  the  office  of  sheriff  in  consequence  of  having  had 
some  connection  with  the  rebellion  T 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  took  the  office  about  a  year  ago :  ray  brother  was  sheriff  for  two 
years,  and  I  ran  the  office,  but  only  as  deputy ;  he  could  take  the  oath  and  I  could  not. 

Question.  The  object  of  this  committee  is  to  ascertain  the  condition  of  communities 
in  the  late  insurrectionary  States ;  whether  person  and  property  are  safe  and  secure 
there ;  whether  the  laws,  especially  the  laws  against  crime,  are  enforced,  and,  if  not, 
why  they  are  not ;  and  esiiecially  whether  crimes  are  committed  by  bodies  of  disguise<l 
men  going  about  at  night.  Will  you  state  to  us  what  is  the  condition  of  your  county 
in  the  respects  I  have  indicated  t 

Afiswer.  Well,  sir,  in  my  county  there  have  been  a  neat  many  crimes  committed; 
several  persons  have  been* killed  there  since  the  surren&r,  and  there  has  been  a  great 
deal  of  lawlessness  in  the  county. 

Question.  It  is  perhaps  not  necessary  to  go  back  to  the  time  of  the  surrender  and 
make  any  minute  statements.    What  we  want  to  get  at  is  the  condition  of  the  county 
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now ;  and  of  couree  we  must  go  back  Kome  little  time  to  determine  that.  But  we  want 
to  inquire  more  particularly  about  the  condition  of  things  within  the  last  year  or  two. 

An$wer.  Well,  sir,  probably  within  the  last  year  or  two  it  hiw  been  more  quiet  in 
my  county  than  in  most  of  the  counties  bordering  on  my  county.  In  fact  there  is  a 
very  large  element  there  who  are  in  favor  of  having  the  law  executed.  There  were  a 
great  many  men  arrested  and  carried  off  from  that  county  Just  before  the  State  went 
back  into  the  Union. 

Question.  By  the  military  authorities? 

AnHiver.  Yen,  sir,  by  the  military  authorities.  That  gave  the  county  considerable 
quiet  for  a  long  time ;  those  who  were  opposing  the  law  became  considerably  alarmed 
and  very  much  demoralized. 

QuesUoR.  About  what  time  was  it  that  thoee  men  were  arrested  and  taken  away  by 
the  military  T 

Ansiver,  It  was  in  the  spring  of  1869. 

Question.  Two  years  ago  last  spring  f 

Anmcer.  Yes,  sir ;  some  of  them  were  kept  four  or  five  months,  and  one  of  them  I  have 
never  seen  or  heard  of  since. 

Question.  He  never  has  come  back  ? 

Answer.  He  never  has  come  back. 

Question.  Perhaps  we  may  as  well  confine  the  inquiry  to  since  the  time  when  your 
State  government  went  into  operation. 

Answer.  Well,  sir,  since  that  time  I  do  not  think  there  have  been  any  murders  com- 
mitted in  the  county ;  I  do  not  recollect  of  any  since  the  organization  of  the  State 
government.  There  is  a  very  large  element  of  white  men  in  the  county,  native  south- 
em  men,  who  have  belonged  to  the  law  and  order  class,  as  they  call  it,  and  who  are 
very  much  opposed  to  anything  like  lawlessness,  and  have  assisted  those  who  tried  to 
execute  the  law  in  that  county. 

Question.  What  time  was  it  that  the  State  government  went  into  operation  f 

Answer.  I  believe  it  was  twelve  months  ago  last  January — no,  it  was  February.  There 
has  Ijeeu  some  considerable  rowing  in  that  county  since. 

Question.  You  think  that  since  that  time  no  lives  have  been  taken  in  your  county? 

Answer.  No,  sir,  there  has  not  been  a  life  taken  that  I  know  of,  but  there  was  a  man 
shot  there  twice— yes,  there  was  a  man  killed  there  in  a  public  fight  ^  but  everybody 
knew  who  did  it,  and  the  man  who  killed  him  is  there  to  stand  his  trial. 

Question,  It  was  done  in  the  day-time  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  in  the  day-time;  it  was  just  a  general  fight.  There  has  been  a  man 
shot  there  since  then,  and  there  have  been  some  raids  in  the  county  since  that  time. 

Question.  Who  was  the  man  who  was  shot? 

Answer.  Captain  Rush. 

Question.  What  were  the  circumstances  of  that  case  f 

Answer.  He  was  a  captain  in  the  confederate  army,  and  went  through  the  war,  and 
was  a  gallant  soldier,  as  everybody  said.  Since  the  surrender  he  has  belonged  to  what 
we  know  there  as  the  radical  party.  He  was  shot,  I  believe  it  was  last  November  or 
December — no,  it  was  this  year;  it  was  in  March  last  that  he  was  shot;  while  going 
to  his  house  from  the  court-lionse  somebody  shot  him  firom  behind  the  church. 

Question.  In  the  night  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  in  the  night. 

By  Mr.  Beck  : 
Question.  Do  you  mean  this  last  March,  or  March  U  year  ago  f 

Answer.  This  last  March ;  I  think  that  was  the  month ;  it  has  been  since  January,  I 
know. 

By  the  Chairman,  (Mr.  Poland  :) 

Question.  W^us  he  shot  more  than  once  f 

Anstcer.  Yes,  sir.  he  was  shot  twice ;  shot  with  a  double-barreled  gun.  He  was  about 
ten  steps  from  his  gate  when  the  first  gun  was  fired  at  him.  Ho  then  made  a  bulge 
for  his  gate,  and  they  fired  at  him  agam,  just  as  he  got  to  his  gate.  It  was  the  first 
shot  that  hurt  hini  the  worst;  when  they  fired  at  him  the  second  time  some  of  the  shot 
went  into  the  house,  and  canio  very  near  killing  his  wife. 

Question.  Thtise  two  shots  were  both  fired  on  the  same  occasion  T 

Answer.  Yes.  sir. 

Question.  Does  anybody  know  whether  there  was  a  band  of  men  there  f 

AHSw<r.  No,  sir;  I  was  tht)  first  man  that  got  to  Rush's  after  he  was  shot;  I  was  at 
the  court-house  when  I  heanl  the  shot.  Wo  were  trying  to  secure  a  person  at  the  tinie 
Captain  R\\»\\  left  the  court-house.  I  had  seen  a  great  deal  of  maneuvering  going  on 
among  men  whom  I  regarded  as  very  bad  men  in  the  community.  Just  at  dark  I  told 
Captain  Rush  that  1 1 hough t  he  had  better  look  out,  that  I  thought  there  was  going 
to  be  another  raid  in  our  bounty,  that  I  saw  some  maneuvering  going  on  there  tliat  I 
did  not  like.  I  told  him  that  I  thought  we  had  better  go  to  the  jail  and  do  all  wo 
could,  and  get  back  home  before  dark. 
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Question.  Who  was  tbe  man  in  jail  f 

Anmoer,  Ho  was  a  man  by  tbe  name  of  Hunger,  a  colored  uian.  He  bad  been  put  in 
there  for  breaking  into  a  house. 

Question,  He  wjis  in  the  jail? 

Arniper.  Yes,  sir ;  he  had  got  nearly  out  two  or  three  times.  He  seemed  to  be  a  very 
powerful  man.  Captain  Rush  said  to  me  just  as  he  left,  ^^  Judge,  you  stay  here  until 
the  workman  has  done  all  be  can  do  to  the  jail,  and  I  will  go  home,  for  I  do  not  feel 
very  well."    His  house  was  perhaps  seventy-five  yards  from  the  jail. 

Question,  Was  he  an  office-holder  f 

Answer,  He  was  deputy  sheriff  under  me. 

Question,  He  had  the  care  of  the  Jail? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  he  looked  after  the  jail  more  than  I  did,  and  did  more  work  about 
the  court-house  than  I  did. 

Question.  Was  the  court  then  in  session  f 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  but  it  was  to  be  in  session  a  week  after  that. 

Question,  You  spoke  of  a  great  many  people  being  about  there  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  they  were  citizens  of  the  town,  who,  having  heard  of  this  negro's 
ability  to  get  out  of  jail,  and  how  many  locks  he  had  broken,  were  over  there,  looking 
at  it,  until  we  heard  the  first  gun  fired.  When  we  heard  the  gun  fired  in  the  direction 
of  Rush's  house,  I  jumped  up  and  said, ''  Rush  is  killed."  Then  another  gun  was  fired, 
and  I  ran  out  on  the  steps  in  the  direction  of  his  house.  His  wife  halloMid  abont  that 
time,  and  I  ran  on  down  to  his  house. 

Question,  You  said  you  had  discovered  some  suspicious  movements  there  that  day  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  and  I  had  informed  him  and  three  others  tbere  that  evening,  that 
there  was  something  wrong  going  on  there ;  that  the  men  who  had  concoctea  these 
schemes  there  before  were  concocting  them  again,  and  I  requested  three  different 
men  to  have  their  guns  prepared  for  a  night's  fi^t,  if  it  was  necessary  to  make  it. 

Question,  What  were  these  suspicious  movements  which  yon  saw  ? 

Answer,  They  were  mainly  in  seeing  a  number  of  men  collected  in  the  back  of  the 
store  of  Mr.  Gully,  a  gentleman  there,  whom  I  think  every  man  in  the  county,  irre- 
spective of  party,  regards  as  a  man  who  does  not  care  anything  about  having  the  law 
executed. 

Question,  Who  were  these  men  collected  there ;  men  belonging  in  the  place  or  from 
abroad  f 

Answer,  There  were  several  men  from  out  in  tbe  country ;  two  of  them  brothers  of 
this  man,  and  several  other  suspicious  characters ;  and  there  was  one  other  man  in 
town  that  day  I  did  not  know  at  all ;  I  tried  to  find  out  who  he  was,  but  never  did. 

Question.  Why  did  you  Busx>ect  them  of  hostility  to  Captain  Rush  f 

Anstcer,  I  suspected  them  of  hostility  to  any  man  who  they  thought  was  opposed  to 
lawlessness,  and  to  men  rioting  and  doing  things  illegal  ahd  wrong  in  the^ county; 
luore  especially  to  Rush,  because  of  course  he  and  they  were  not  friendly,  as  they  are 
not  fiiendly  to  any  man  who  does  not  agree  with  them. 

By  Mr.  Pool: 
Question,  Agree  with  them  in  what  f 
Answer,  In  politics. 

By  the  Chairman,  (Mr.  PoLAia>:) 

Question.  You  say  Captain  Rush  was  a  republican  ^ 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Those  other  men  are  not  republicans  f 

Answer,  No,  sir,  they  are  not  republicans. 

Quention.  How  badly  was  Rush  hurt  by  that  shot  T 

Answer.  Ho  was  very  badly  hurt ;  the  middle  finger  of  his  right  hand  was  shot  ofi*, 
and  ho  was  shot  through  the  groin  and  through  the  upper  part  of  the  abdomen,  but 
the  shot  did  not  co  to  the  hollow.  Four  shot  struck  him,  but  his  pocket-book  and 
knife  turned  the  snot,  and  I  think  saved  his  life.  His  right  hand  was  in  his  pocket 
when  he  was  shot. 

Question,  That  was  in  last  March  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Have  there  been,  during  the  last  year,  any  bodies  of  disguised  men  going 
about  your  county  ? 

Answer.  I  have  not  seen  any  ^  I  only  can  state  what  I  have  heard. 

Question.  State  any  information  that  you  have  which  you  consider  reliable  f 

Anstcer,  Several  men  have  told  me  that  they  have  seen  men  in  disguise  who  were 
riding  about  the  county. 

Question.  What  have  you  heard  of  their  doing  f 

Answer.  Well,  they  attempted  to  whip  a  man  on  Colonel  Powers's  place,  two  or  three 
months  ago. 

Question,  Where  was  that  T 

Anewer,  In  the  northwest  jKirtion  of  the  county.    The  band  was  fired  into  by  the 
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negroes  on  the  place,  and  they  left ;  one  of  their  men  was  supposed  to  be  killed ;  I  do 
not  know  anythlDg  about  that,  but  that  was  the  snppositiou. 

Question,  If  he  was  killed  or  wounded  he  was  carried  off? 

Answer.  He  was  carried  off  to  a  neighbor's  house.  I  will  tell  it  ^ust  as  I  got  it.  The 
old  man  whose  house  he  was  carried  to  told  me  that  he  was  carried  there  and  buried 
the  next  morning  very  early. 

Question,  The  man  told  you  so  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  old  man  Slaughter  told  me  so. 

By  Mr.  COBUiw : 
Question,  What  is  Slaughter's  given  name  T 
Asnwer.  I  cannot  tell  you. 

By  the  Chairman,  (Mr.  Poland  :) 
Question,  Did  he  know  who  the  man  was  that  was  carried  to  his  house? 
Ansicer.  Yes,  sir ;  he  told  me  his  name ;  I  think  it  was  Evans,  but  I  will  not  be  posi- 
tive ;  he  was  a  brother  to  one  man  I  had  arrested  before  that. 

By  Mr.  Pool  : 
Question.  Arrested  for  what  ? 
Answer.  For  killing  a  negro. 

By  the  Chairman,  (Mr.  Poland  :) 

Question.  Was  this  a  body  of  men  who  were  disguised  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  they  were  disguised,  so  iiarties  told  me  that  saw  them  ;  of  course, 
I  never  saw  them. 

Question.  How  much  of  a  party  was  there  of  them  t 

Answer,  I  think  only  about  ten  of  them.  • 

Question.  You  say  this  man  who  was  killed  was  a  brother  of  a  man  whom  yon  had 
arrested  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  I  had  arrested  him  for  killing  a  colored  man. 

Question,  When  was  thatf 

Answer.  That  was  before  the  State  went  back  into  the  Union, 

Question.  About  how  long  agof 

Jnsicer,  It  has  been  perhaps  two  years  ago;  General  Ames  was  in  command  of  the 
department  at  the  time. 

Question.  Was  that  colored  man  killed  by  a  body  of  disguised  men  T 

Ansiver,  Well,  yes,  sir ;  that  was  the  report  I  got,  but  1  never  saw  them,  of  course ; 
and  they  re<;ognized  among  these  men  a  brother  of  this  man  Evans. 

Question,  And  you  had  some  men  arrested  for  that  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  I  had  some  men  arrested  upon  that  charge ;  but  I  will  state,  how- 
ever, that  those  men  were  released ;  they  were  carried  down  to  military  headquarters, 
and  I  understood  they  were  released  and  went  back  home ;  I  do  not  know  anything 
about  that,  but  I  understood  so. 

Question,  Have  you  heard  of  other  operations  of  these  disguised  men  in  your  county  f 

Ansica\  No,  sir ;  I  have  not  heard  of  any  operations  of  disguised  men ;  there  has 
been  a  large  crowd  of  men  from  Alabama,  who  came  over  to  my  t-own,  but  they  were 
not  disguised. 

Question,  Tell  us  the  story  about  that. 

Answer.  Well,  the  third  night  of  November  last— I  believe  it  was  the  third  night — 
I  will  tell  my  prognostication  of  their  coming.  I  told  several  men  in  town  that  even- 
ing that  there  was  some  deep  scheme  being  laid  for  the  perpetration  of  some  diabolical 
outrage  iu  the  county  again.  Among  the  men  whom  I  told  this  was  this  man  Captain 
Rush ;  another  was  Thomas  Hampton,  who  was  an  old  citizen  of  the  county,  and  a 
(lerriocrat ;  another  was  -Mr.  Rosenbaum,  another  old  citizen  of  the  county,  and  a  dem- 
ocrat. 

Question.  What  had  you  seen  to  make  you  think  so  t 

Answer.  I  had  seen  a  meeting  of  this  crowd  of  men  in  secret  conclave ;  I  did  not  see 
as  much  us  others  reported  to  me  whom  I  had  confidence  in. 

Question.  These  were  men  in  your  county  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  It  was  reported  to  me  that  these  men  had  been  meeting  for  a  week 
and  a  half,  every  day,  in  secret,  in  town,  and  had  locked  themselves  up ;  they  never 
came  about  the  court-house.  One  of  them  was  never  known  to  come  to  town  unless 
he  went  to  the  court-house,  except  when  he  wanted  nobody  to  see  him.  He  was  al- 
ways very  friendly  to  me  when  ho  met  me.  This  man  had  not  been  about  the  court- 
house, and  I  told  JRush,  the  only  republican,  and  Hampton  and  Rosenbaum  and  some 
one  else,  the  evening  before  they  came  there,  that  there  was  some  terrible  outrage  to 
be  committed  in  the  county,  and  that  every  one  of  them  might  look  out ;  that  1  did 
not  know  who  it  was  to  be,  but  I  supposed  some  fellow's  head  was  to  be  taken  off. 
I  remarked  that  I  hoped  it  would  turn  out  to  be  nothing,  as  a  great  many  of  their 
other  plans  did.  I  was  very  busy  during  the  evening  of  that  day,  and  I  went  home 
late  that  evening. 
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Question.  Was  your  office  in  the  conrt-hoase  t 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  That  night  I  was  not  well  at  all ;  I  am  frequently  bothered  with 
asthma,  and  that  night  I  was  bothered  very  badly  with  it,  and  did  not  get  to  sleep 
until  about  3  o'clock,  I  suppose. 

Question,  How  far  do  you  live  from  the  court-house  f 

Answer.  About  three  quarters  of  a  mile.  About  three  I  was  relieved  and  went  to 
sleep,  and  slept  very  soundly.  About  half  an  hour  before  sun,  the  next  morning,  a 
colored  boy  came  in  and  waked  me  up.  He  bad  been  a  slave,  but  was  not  much  more 
of  a  coloreH  boy  in  appearance  than  I  am.  Ho  had  been  driving  for  me  ^iuce  the  sur- 
render. He  came  into  my  room  at  that  time  and  waked  me,  and  told  me  that  old 
Aunt  Charlotte,  who  lived  over  on  the  hill  about  fifty  yards  from  where  I  lived,  had 
told  him  that  there  was  a  body  of  armed  men  between  my  house  and  the  town,  in  the 
bushes  there,  and  that  thev  had  been  there  ever  since  two  hours  before  day. 
Question.  Between  your  house  and  the  court-house  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  When  the  boy  told  me  that,  I  said  to  him  that  I  supposed  they 
were  some  men  who  had  been  drinking,  and  were  down  there  making  a  noise,  and  had 
alarmed  old  Aunt  Charlotte.  Al'ter  getting  up  and  looking  to  see  what  time  of  day  it 
was,  I  turnexl  to  go  to  bed  again.  The  colored  boy  started  out,  and  when  he  got  to  the 
door  he  said,  "Judge,  the  old  woman  thinks  she  is  positive  about  those  men,  and  she 
is  very  much  alarmed ;  had  you  not  better  see  something  about  it  f"  Said  I,  **  Hezzy, 
you  go  and  see  who  they  are ;  if  they  are  men  who  are  there,  and  you  know  notbin*; 
about  them,  and  they  are  amie<l,  come  back  and  we  will  go  after  the  damned  rascals.'' 
I  think  that  is  just  about  the  language  I  used.  I  laid  down  and  went  to  sleep  again, 
until  about  an  hour  after  sun,  when  my  little  boy  came  in  and  woke  me  up  and  told  me 
that  my  breakfast  had  been  waiting  a  good  while  for  me.  I  got  up  and  ate  my  break- 
fast, and  then  started  for  town,  still  not  thinking  that  these  men  were  there.  As  I 
went  out  of  t]m  gate,  going  out  in  the  direction  of  DoKalb,  I  met  this  boy  and  another 
boy  from  Neshoba  county,  whom  I  had  arrested. 
Question.  You  had  arrested  the  boy  f 

Anstver.  Yes,  sir ;  I  had  arrested  him,  but  had  released  him  to  stay  at  my  bouse  until 
the  Neshoba  court  mot.  I  met  them  at  the  gate,  and  I  saw  that  this  boy  himself  was  very 
much  excited.  He  said,  "  Judge,  there  are  twenty-five  or  thirty  men  over  there  after 
you."  Said  I,  "  What  in  the  devil  are  they  after  mo  fort"  He  said,  "  I  do  not  know 
what  they  are  after  yon  for."  I  said,  "  Where  are  they  ?  "  Said  he,  "  They  are  gone 
on  in  the  direction  of  l>eKalb."  Said  I,  **  Hezzy,  yon  go  by  and  tell  Joe  and  Tom  and 
April  to  get  their  guns  and  come  up  to  town  just  quicK  as  they  can.^ 
Question.  Who  were  they  f 

Answer.  They  were  colored  men  living  on  my  place.  I  went  back  into  tJie  house  and 
got  my  gun,  and  then  I  went  to  the  court-house.  I  did  not  go  the  regular  way,  how- 
ever, but  I  went  another  way.  When  I  got  into  town  the  people  were  very  miich  ex- 
cited. In  fact,  before  I  got  there  I  heard  that  several  notes  had  been  sent  to'  my  house ; 
they  went  by  the  big  road,  and  of  course  I  did  not  get  them. 
Question.  Notes  sent  to  you  to  inform  you  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.    I  got  to  town  and  asked  the  people  what  it  meant ;  everybody  said 
they  knew  nothing  about  what  it  meant. 
Question.  What  had  they  seen  f 

Answer.  They  had  seen  these  men ;  they  had  been  in  town,  came  through  there  about 
an  hour  before  day,  some  of  them  said,  going  in  the  direction  of  my  house ;  they  had 
no  idea  where  they  were  going,  and  thought  it  was  a  body  of  soldiers. 
QufstUm.  Were  they  on  horseback  t 

Ansieer.  Yes,  sir,  all  on  horseback.  They  said  that  as  they  came  back  they  halted  at 
John  W.  Gully's  grocery  and  cot  a  gallon  of  whisky,  and  then  left  town.  The  firs^t 
Ijoy  they  seized — the  boy  I  had  there  from  Neshoba  County — said  that  they  arrested 
him  about  daylight.  He  was  going  back  to  my  house,  and  they  arrested  him  on  the 
far  end  of  the  line  of  the  town. 

Question.  As  he  was  going  to  your  house  f 

Anstecr.  Yes,  sir ;  they  iisked  him  what  his  name  was  and  where  he  was  going.  He 
told  them  he  was  going  to  the  house  of  a  man  by  the  name  of  Judge  Chisolm.  They 
asked  if  I  was  not  the  sheriff  of  the  county.  He  said  he  did  not  know  anything  about 
that,  that  he  had  never  been  in  De  Kalb  until  three  days  before  tliat;  that  a  man  had 
come  up  to  Colonel  Power's  i>lace,  brought  him  down  there  and  put  him  in  jail,  and 
that  a  man  called  Judge  Chisolm  came  there  and  talked  to  him,  and  then  took  him 
out  of  the  jail  and  told  him  to  stay  at  his  house  until  the  court  was  held  at  the  city  of 
Philadelphia;  that  he  would  tell  him  when  that  was  and  send  him  up  there.  They 
asked  him  if  I  did  not  come  that  way  in  coming  to  DeKalb ;  he  told  them  1  did.  He 
was  asked  if  I  could  get  to  De  Kalb  by  going  another  way,  and  he  said  not  that  he 
knew  of.  They  asked  hiui  what  time  Judge  Chisolm  usually  went  to  Dc  Kalb,  and  the 
boy  said  that  generally  about  sun-up,  sometimes  before.  One  of  the  crowd  then  struck 
him  with  a  stick  and  said,  "  God  damn  you,  you  are  playing  off  on  us ;  you  know  he 
goes  to  town  sometimes  by  this  trail- way."    He  appealed  to  them  and  said  he  had  not 
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been  there  bnt  three  days,  and  knew  nothing  about  going  to  De  Kalb  by  any  other  road. 
They  propo8e<l  to  hang  liim  to  make  him  t^^ll,  bnt  a  man  they  called  tbe  captain^  he. 
said,  interfered  and  told  them  this  man  might  be  telling  a  correct  tale,  that  ho  might 
have  just  come  there  aud  might  know  nothing  about  what  was  there  at  all.  When 
this  other  boy  went  out  from  my  house  to  see  who  they  were 

Qiieatian,  The  i»ue  you  sent  qpt  f 

Angwer.  Yes,  sir ;  they  were  in  the  bushes,  and  he  said  that  when  ho  got  within 
twenty  steps  of  them,  while  he  was  not  on  the  lookout  ibr  them,  and  before  he  saw  or 
knew  anything  about  them,  they  had  up  their  guns  aud  pointed  in  his  direction,  and 
told  him* to  come  to  them  ;  and,  of  course,  ho  went.  They  asked  him  his  name,  aud  he 
told  them.  The  first  question,  after  they  asked  his  name,  was  where  I  was,  and  ho 
said  I  was  sick.  They  asked  him  if  he  did  not  live  with  me,  and  he  said  ho  did.  They 
then  said,  '*  How  is  it  he  is  sick  this  morning,  when  he  waa  not  sick  last  evening?'' 
The  boy  said  he  knew  I  was  not  sick  the  evening  before,  but  he  had  just  left  me  in 
bed  sick.  They  wanted  to  know  if  I  was  not  going  to  De  Kalb ;  ho  said  he  did  not 
know  anything  about  that,  that  ho  only  knew  I  told  him  I  was  sick,  and  that  bo  did 
not  suppose  I  was  going  to  De  Kalb  that  day.  They  were  along  the  road  that  leads  to 
my  house,  about  filty  yards  alon^  on  the  side  of  the  fence.  The  men  took  him  down 
to' the  other  corner,  to  a  crowd  ot  men,  and  called  a  man  that  they  called  captain — no 
other  name— who  was  in  the  bushes,  and  said  to  him,  "  Here  is  a  boy  that  lives  with 
this  fellow,  the  sherilf ;  he  says  he  is  sick."  The  captain  and  this  lieutenant  (the  boy 
said  they  called  him  lieutenant,  he  did  not  know  his  name)  went  off  and  talked  a 
few  minutes  together.  He  heard  one  of  them  say,  **  What  will  we  do  now  ?"  The 
lieutenant  said  to  the  captain,  "  We  can  do  nothing  without  going  to  the  house ; "  and 
the  lieutenant  then  said,  "  Well,  1  am  not  going  to  the  house."  The  captain  said, 
**  Neither  am  I,  by  God."  They  then  called  their  men  up,  sat  these  boys  down  on  a  log, 
and  ordered  them  not  to  tell  one  word  that  had  been  said  to  them  or  they  would  kill 
them ;  one  of  them  took  out  a  watch  and  told  them  the  time  of  day,  and  told  them  to 
remain  there  one  hour  as  near  as  they  could  guess ;  said  that  they  were  going  down  to 
Saluda  Creek,  below  town,  and  were  going  to  stay  there  until  Saturday  night,  when 
they  would  come  back  to  town.    That  is  what  they  said  to  the  boys. 

Question.  How  far  is  Saluda  Creek  from  town  f 

Answer,  It  is  one  mile  from  town. 

By  Mr.  Pool: 

Question.  Wliat  day  of  the  week  was  this  f 

Answer.  That  was  on  the  4th  day  of  November,  I  think  on  Friday. 
Question.  They  were  to  remain  there  until  Saturday  night  f 

Answer.  They  told  the  boys  they  were  going  to  remain  there  all  the  next  day  until 
night ;  they  did  not  do  it,  though. 

By  the  Chairman,  (Mr.  Polaio)  :) 

Question.  And  then  they  were  coming  back  again  ? 

Ansicer.  They  said  they  were  coming  back  to  town  again.  I  got  up  a  crowd  of  fif- 
teen men,  white  and  colored,  and  followed  them  to  the  Alabama  line,  to  Paineville,  in 
Sumter  County. 

QueatUni.  Was  that  over  the  line  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  I  followed  them  over  the  line  and  waked  up  a  groceryman,  as  I 
supposed  they  would  stop  there  to  get  a  drink.  He  told  me  that  a  number  of  men  had 
been  through  there,  but  that  none  of  them  stopped  there  only  long  enough  to  get  whisky. 

Question.  When  did  you  get  to  Paineville t 

Answer.  About  an  hour  before  day,  bunday  morning. 

Question.  How  far  was  that  from  De  Kalb  7 

Answer.  About  thirty  miles. 

Question.  You  did  not  overtake  the  party  f 

Answer.  1  did  not  see  one  of  them.  I  stopped  where  they  got  dinner,  and  saw  where 
they  had  killed  a  great  many  chickens  and  dogs,  and  one  thing  and  another,  in  the 
road. 

Question.  That  party  of  men  you  supposed  were  from  Alabama  ? 

Answer.  I  am  satisfied  they  were  from  Alabama,  in  my  own  mind. 

Question.  They  were  not  disguised  t 

Anstcer.  Ko,  sir  ;  none  of  them  had  on  any  disguise  at  all.  They  were  all  armed ; 
the  people  generally  thought  the  most  of  them  had  double-barreled  guns,  but  there 
might  have  been  other  kind  of  guns.    They  had  guns  and  had  pistols  on  them. 

Question.  They  came  openly  there  f 

Answer.  They  came  through  in  the  night,  but  went  back  there  in  the  day-time. 

Question.  liodo  back  through  the  town  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  rode  back  through  the  town  in  the  day-tTme.  They  organized  at 
Gainesville,  in  my  county,  so  a  gentleman  there  told  me.  He  said  thnl:  a  crowd  of  men 
left  there  about  8  o'clock  in  the  evening,  and  that  they  had  been  in  tho  ^jwamp  all  the 
"day  before. 
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QuestiofL  Did  you  Icam  anything  abont  their  purpose  T 

Armcer,  Nothing,  save  what  I  have  told  you  as  to  their  purpose — not  a  thing.  I  will 
say  what  I  told  to  the  people  in  town  when  I  went  among  them  that  morning.  There 
was  a  good  big  crowd  around,  of  course.  I  told  them  these  men  had  come  there  to 
a-ssassiuate  me ;  that  they  had  never  seen  me,  knew  nothing  about  me,  but  that  they 
had  come  there  to  murder  me^  and  haid  been  brought  there  by  John  W.  GuJJy  and 
his  crowd  to  get  me  out  of  the  way.  I  then  said  to  the  crowd:  **  1  am  a  man  who 
wants  to  follow  the  law,  but  I  appeal  to  you  and  to  all  men  who  regard  me  as  a  gen- 
tleman to  do  this  one  thing,  when  I  am  murdered  to  kill  Gully  and  his  whole  crowd.'' 

Question.  Gully  lives  in  De  Kalb  ? 

Jii«rer.  Yes,  sir.  Said  I,  "  These  men  know  nothing  about  me ;  they  are  simply  hired 
to  come  here  and  assiiasiuat«  me.*' 

Question,  Did  you  learn  w^hether  this  crowd  of  men,  when  in  town,  had  any  commu- 
nication with  anybody  there  ? 

Ansver,  They  were  into  Gully's  grocery ;  I  do  not  know  of  any  communication  they 
had  with  anybody. 

Question.  They  stopped  at  Gully's  grocery  T 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  What  communication  they  had  with  him  yon  do  not  know  f 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  anything  about  it  at  all.  I  will  say,  however,  that Gnliy  does 
not  keep  his  grocery  himself,  and  I  do  not  know  that  he  was  in  his  grocery  at  the  time. 
He  had  been  out  in  the  direction  these  men  came  from  for  three  or  four  days.  To  tell 
you  the  truth,  a  man  who  belongs  to  some  of  their  klans  had  told  me  to  look  out  that 
evening ;  that  is  one  feature  of  the  business.  I  have  been  there  since  I  waa  sixteen 
years  old,  and  a  great  many  men  who  do  not  a^ee  with  me  tell  me  a  great  many  things. 

Question.  Who  do  not  agree  with  you  in  politics  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  I  have  nothing  to  do  with  politics,  only  I  exercise  the  right  of  a 
free  man  to  do  what  I  think  is  right.  I  have  not  voted  since  the  surrender,  but  I  exer- 
cise my  privilege  of  saying  what  I  think  is  best  for  us;  outside  of  that  I  have  nothing 
to  do  with  politics. 

Questiun.  Are  you  understood  there  to  be  a  republican  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  am  regarded  as  a  leader  of  the  radical  party ;  that  is  what  they 
call  me,  while  I  do  not  think  I  am  a  radical  at  all.  I  may  be,  for  men  have  different 
notions  as  to  what  constitutes  a  radical. 

Question.  And  from  some  of  your  personal  friends  of  the  opposite  party  you  had  some 
warning  f 

Answer.  I  have  a  great  many  personal  friends  in  the  county,  who  have  known  me 
always,  and  they  gave  me  this  notice. 

Question.  So  far  as  you  know,  these  men  who  came  from  Alabama  were  strangers  to 
youf 

Answer.  They  were.  I  have  no  idea  I  would  know  one  of  them  if  I  were  to  see  him 
now. 

QuesUon.  Had  you  anything  to  do  with  these  men  in  Alabama  ? 

Answer.  Not  a  thing  in  the  world.  I  am  not  at  all  afraid  of  the  same  crowd  coming 
back  after  me.  I  have  been  informed  since  then  from  the  same  source,  that  thcsse  men  !>iiy 
they  were  entirely  misled  as  to  the  way  things  were  in  my  county ;  that  they  thought 
the* white  men  were  all  opposed  to  me,  but  when  they  got  there  they  found  more  white 
men  indorsing  me  than  the  man  who  brought  them  there,  and  that  they  did  not  pro- 
pose to  interfere  with  me. 

QuesUon.  Do  you  know  anything  about  any  organization  in  your  county  of  what  is 
commonly  called  Ku-Klux  ? 

Answer.  I  only  know  from  others ;  I  cannot  speak  from  my  own  personal  knowledge 
at  all.  I  only  know  from  others,  and  I  have  even  learned  something  about  it  since  I 
have  come  here.  One  <»f  the  prominent  men  belonging  to  the  opposite  party  told  me 
the  evening  before  I  left  home  that  there  was  an  organization  there,  but  he  told  me 
not  to  use  his  name.  I  asked  the  question  directly.  Said  I  to  him,  calliu*;  him  by 
name,  "I  do  not  ask  you  politically  nor  in  any  other  evasive  manner,  but  I  ask  you 
to  tell  me  as  an  honest  American  citizen,  if  there  is  not  an  organization  here  in  this 
county  for  the  purpose  of  controlling  elections  and  intimidating  the  colored  vote  and 
the  white  vote,  too."  He  told  me  to  come  to  his  office  after  supper,  and  he  would  see 
me  then.  I  went  to  his  office  after  supper,  and  he  told  me  there  was  such  an  organi- 
zation, but  I  am  not  going  to  give  his  name  ;  I  do  not  tell  that  as  testimony;  I  ouly 
tell  it  as  ho  gave  it  to  me.  At  the  proper  time  he  may  be  before  the  committee,  if 
they  go  down  to  that  State.  He  is  a  leading  democrat  in  my  county,  and  from  the 
position  he  occupies  he  ought  to  be  a  leailer  of  the  democratic  party  iu  the  county. 

Question.  He  said  there  was  such  an  organization  f 

Answer.  Y'es,  sir.  I  asked  him  what  was  its  object.  Said  he,  **  It  is  to  defeat  the 
radical  party."    That  is  just  his  answer. 

Question.  \V*hich  is  the  largest,  the  white  population  or  the  colored  population,  in 
your  county  f 
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Answer.  It  is  about  the  same. 

Question,  How  is  it  about  the  voters ;  which  has  the  largest  number,  the  whites 
or  the  colored  f 

Answer,  The  voters  are  about  the  same;  the  registered  vote  stands  about  the  same 
with  regard  to  color. 

QuesHon.  How  did  the  vote  stand  in  the  election :  which  party  has  the  majority  ? 

Answer,  Well,  sir,  we  carried  the  coimty  by  two  hundred  and  seventy-five,  I  believe, 
on  the  last  vote. 

Ques^an,  A  republican  minority  of  two  hundred  and  seventy-five? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Qikestion.  The  bulk  of  the  white  men  vote  on  the  democratic  sidef 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

QuesHon,  And  all,  or  nearly  all,  of  the  colored  people  vote  the  republican  ticket  f 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  there  are  a  great  many  colored  men  who  vot«  the  democratic  ticket. 
I  know  several  of  them  who  canvassed  the  county  for  the  democratic  ticket.  Of  course, 
they  carried  no  colored  votes  with  them,  because  after  making  their  speeches  they 
would  take  the  crowd  out  and  tell  them  they  were  hired,  and  that  of  course  broke  their 
influence  with  the  colored  vote. 

Qu/esiion,  Colored  men  made  speeches  on  the  democratic  side  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  there  were  more  speeches  made  in  my  county  on  the  democratic 
side  than  there  was  on  the  republican  side,  so  far  as  the  colored  men  were  concerned. 

Question,  Thej  did  not  inspire  the  colored  people  with  any  great  confidence  in  them? 

Answer,  No,  sir;  they  would  tell  them,  after  they  got  them  out,  that  they  were  hired. 

By  Mr.  Pool: 
Qu^Uon,  You  mean  that  the  colored  speakers  would  tell  them  that  privately? 
Answer,  That  is  what  the  colored  people  told  me.    I  know  they  carried  very  few  of 
them. 

By  the  Chairman,  (Mr.  Poland  :) 

Question.  The  ^eat  bulk  of  the  colored  voters  vote  the  republican  ticket  ?  ' 

Answer,  Yes,  sir.  In  my  county  there  are  probablv  fifteen  hundred  colored  voters, 
and  I  do  not  suppose  that,  making  a  very  liberal  allowance,  there  were  fifty  colored 
men  in  the  county  who  did  not  vote  the  republican  ticket,. or  have  not  done  it  here- 
tofore, and  I  reckon  they  will  do  it  again.  I  want  them  to  vote  just  as  they  please,  let 
it  be  republican  or  democratic. 

Question,  You  have  taken  a  very  active  part  against  all  these  demonstrations  of  law- 
lessness? 

Answer,  Well,  yes,  sir,  I  have,  to  the  very  best  of  what  I  thought  was  right,  and  for 
the  good  of  the  people  generally. 

Question.  You  have  been  very  active  in  your  office  of  sheriff,  in  trying  to  put  down 
all  lawlessness  ? 

.  Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  and  I  was  just  as  active  before  I  was  appointed.  I  held  no  office 
I  for  a  long  time  on  account  of  my  disabilities,  and  perhaps  I  took  a  greater  part  in  poli- 
tics then  than  now ;  that  is,  in  trying  to  get  the  State  back,  and  to  get  us  all  reconciled 
as  we  once  were  under  the  old  Government. 

QMsHon.  In  reference  to  this  organization  in  your  C4>unty,  do  you  understand  that 
it  is  something  that  has  been  in  existence  for  some  time,  or  is  it  something  new  ? 

Answer,  My  understanding  is,  and  that  is  the  I'eason  why  I  asked  the  question  of  this 
eentleman,  that  it  was  rather  a  new  thing,  that  it  was  on  a  rather  different  scale  per- 
Eaps  from  the  organizations  of  men  who  had  been  committing  depredations  there. 

Question,  Is  there  any  state  of  alarm,  growing  out  of  these  acts,  among  the  colored 
people? 

Answer,  There  is,  and  not  only  among  the  colored  people ;  there  is  a  great  deal  of 
fear  with  the  white  people. 

By  Mr.  Pool: 
Qwestion.  White  republicans  or  white  democrats  ? 

Answer,  White  republicans.  There  has  not  been  any  democrats  troubled,  in  my 
county  or  in  the  State,  that  I  know  ofi 

By  the  Chairman,  (Mr.  Poland  :) 

Question,  Against  whom  are  these  acts  of  lawlessness  directed  ? 

Answer,  Well,  sir,  they  are  generally  directed  against  the  men  who  control  the  onpo- 
site  party  to  the  democrats,  particularly  when  they  have  been  in  my  county,  ana,  so 
far  as  my  observation  goes,  when  they  have  been  in  my  State ;  they  have  been  so  in 
Lauderdue  county,  and  in  other  counties  adjoining  mine. 

Qvestum.  What  do  you  know  about  the  state  of  things  in  the  counties  around  your 
eoTmty? 

Answer.  Well^  sir,  in  Winston  County  these  men  control  and  govern  the  vote,  Just 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


254        CONDITION   OF  AFFAIRS   IN   THE   SOUTHERN   STATES. 

exactly  as  those  men  who  rido  ahont  at  night  want  them  to ;  there  is  no  organization 
there  only  the  democratic  party,  and  they  are  generally  favorable  to  it. 

Question.  What  is  the  county  north  of  yon  T 

Anstcer,  Winston  County  and  Noxubee  County  are  both  north  of  mine ;  they  both 
join  my  county. 

Queaiion,  We  have  had  a  gentlemen  here,  Mr.  Taliaferro ;  does  he  live  in  Noxnbee 
County  t 

Amtcer,  He  did  live  there,  but  I  do  not  know  where  he  lives  now;  he  bad  a  cousin 
living  in  my  county. 

Question,  What  do  you  know  about  the  state  of  things  in  Noxubee  County  ? 

Antncer.  I  know  very  little ;  I  hear  of  a  great  many  men  being  killed  over  there,  but 
I  do  not  know  that  it  is  correct. 

QueHiUm.  By  whom  are  they  killed  ? 

Ansvcer,  By  men  in  disguise,  in  the  night. 

Question.  You  have  heard  of  these  transactions  in  Noxnbee,  and  of  many  men  bein^ 
killed  there  f 

Answer  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Have  you  heard  of  others  being  whipped  there  T 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Is  that  so  in  Winston  County'? 

Anstcer.  O,  yes,  sir;  the  thing  goes  just  as  they  want  it  in  Winston;  there  is  very 
little  opposition  to  them  in  Winston  County,  they  carry  everything  before  them. 

Question.  You  spoke  of  Lauderdale  County ;  which  way  is  that  trom  you  T 

Answer.  It  is  south  of  me,  and  adjoining  my  county. 

Question.  Is  the  same  thing  common  in  that  county  f 

Answer.  I  was  in  Meridian  about  three  weeks  ago,  and  staid  there  a  day.  I  talked 
with  some  of  the  most  prominent  men  in  Meridian ;  a  great  many  of  them  came  to  th« 
tavern  when  they  heard  I  was  there,  and  we  had  a  good  long  talk  that  night.  The 
general  impression  was  that  the  republican  party,  or  as  it  is  termed  down  there,  the 
radical  party,  would  have  no  ticket  m  that  county  at  all. 

Question.  For  what  reason  f 

Answer .  They  thought  i)erhaps  it  would  canse  another  riot,  or  something  of  that  sort, 
if  they  had  one.  I  saw  one  of  the  representatives  from  that  county,  Mr.  Moore,  while 
I  was  in  Jackson ;  he  told  me  he  never  expected  to  go  back  to  that  coaut^'  any  more ; 
that  he  had  been  advised  if  he  went  back  there  he  would  be  killed. 

Question.  That  connty  heretofore  has  given  a  republican  majority  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  it  went  about  live  hundred  republican  at  the  last  election. 

By  Mr.  Beck  : 
Question.  Moore  is  the  colored  man  who  was  in  trouble  there  about  that  riot  f 
Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Pool  : 
Question.  A  member  of  the  legislature  f 
Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  he  is  a  member  of  the  legislature. 

By  the  Chairman,  (Mr.  Poland  :) 
Question.  It  was  in  Jackson  that  yon  saw  him  t 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  he  has  never  been  back  to  Meridian  since  he  got  ont  of  there. 
Question.  Since  the  time  of  the  riot  f 
Answer.  Yes,  sir.    He  walked  from  Meridian  to  Jackson ;  he  told  me  that  he  was  not 

going  back  there.  I  asked  him  what  was  he  going  to  do  with  bis  property  there,  and 
e  said  he  reckoned  he  would  sell  it,  but  he  did  not  know ;  he  had  not  concluded  at 
that  time  what  he  would  do  with  it.  I  asked  him  about  that  because  a  gentlemen 
who  wanted  to  buy  some  property  down  there  told  me  to  ask  him.  I  asked  him  more 
on  that  account  than  anything  else.  He  said  he  had  not  determined  whether  be  would 
sell  it  or  not,  but  he  supposed  he  would,  for  he  could  never  go  back  there  to  live. 

Question.  Have  there  been  attempts  to  discover  who  it  was  that  fired  at  this  Captain 
Rnshf 

Answer.  There  has  been  no  attempt,  except  what  I  have  made  myself,  and  so  far  as  T 
am  concerned  I  have  wholly  failed. 

Question.  Yon  have  not  been  able  to  discover  who  did  it  f 

Answer.  I  tracked  two  men  from  the  chnrch  ont  in  the  direction  of  some  yonng  men's 
houses,  who  lived  ont  there ;  but  there  was  nothing  sufficient  for  me  to  have  them  ar- 
rested on,  because  the  tracks  got  into  the  plantation,  and  I  could  not  really  follow 
them. 

Question.  In  relation  to  bringing  persons  to  punishment  who  commit  this  kind  of  of- 
fenses, do  you  think  that  fear  oi  them  has  any  effect  in  preventing  their  being  dis- 
covered and  punii*hed  f    Are  the  people  afraid  to  testify  against  them  f 

Answer.  Wctll,  sir,  I  do  not  kouw  anything  about  that,  only  what  the  men  tell  me 
that  they  know  things  they  would  not  tell  ev«u  to  me. 
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Question,  Why  would  they  not  tell  youf 

Answer,  They  said  that  they  were  afraid ;  that  they  had  to  live  there,  they  were 
poor,  and  could  not  afford  to  have  this  class  of  men  opposed  to  them — that  is,  mad 
with  them. 

Qu€ation,  Do  you  believe  it  is  true  that  they  are  afraid  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  have  no  reason  to  believe  otherwise,  because  I  know  there  is 
enough  there  to  make  a  man  very  much  alarmed  about  his  safety,  if  he  does  not  coin- 
cide with  some  persons  there.  I  will  say,  however,  that  1  do  not  tliink  the  body  of 
men  in  my  county  are  disposed  to  be  lawless  at  all.  I  think  in  m,v  coimty  a  large 
majority  of  them  are  opposed  to  an^  lawlessness.  But  the  great  trouble  seems  to  be 
this  with  them :  they  cannot  recognize  the  fact  that  the  only  way  to  put  down  lawless- 
ness is  to  prosecute  those  who  commit  the  offenses.  They  seem  to  rather  choose  to 
take  the  chances  and  go  along  and  have  notlung  to  do  with  it  at  all,  w  hile,  in  fact,  I 
know  that  they  do  not  sympathize  with  it. 

Question,  Why  do  you  suppose  it  is  that  so  large  a  body,  whom  you  think  are  really 
opposed  to  it,  will  not  do  anything  about  it  f 

Answer,  Well,  sir,  they  are  men  who  have  nothing  to  do  with  politics,  save  to 
vote ;  they  are  generally  farmers,  or  merchants,  who  attend  to  their  daily  avocations. 
There  is  a  terrible  opposition  when  a  man  takes  hold  of  anything  that  is  opposed  to 
any  of  these  outrages  that  are  committed,  and  a  man's  property,  and  pernaps  his  life, 
may  be  in  danger. 

Question,  They  do  not  want  to  incur  the  disi>leasuro  of  these  lawless  men  ? 

Ansicer.  They  felt  very  diffident  about  taking  hold  of  these  things.  They  tell  roe 
sometimes,  "  You  are  in  it ;  they  will  kill  you  anyhow  before  they  quit  you,  and  you 
must  go  through  with  itj  but  we  do  not  want  to  get  ourselves  into  any  trouble: 
while  we  sympathize  with  you,  and  believe  really  what  you  believe  is  right,  and  feel 
as  yon  feel  about  these  violations  of  the  law,  we  do  not  want  to  commit  ourselves  in 
any  way." 

Question.  They  do  not  want  to  incur  the  displeasure  of  those  men  f 

Answer,  No,  sir;  they  say,  "You  know  what  you  have  suffered  and  endured,  you 
and  your  i3ri«Dd6;  and  we  would  have  to  undergo  the  same  thing,  perhaps,  and  not  be 
^s  successful  as  you  have  been."  I  will  say  for  the  people  of  my  county  that  they  all 
U>  a  man  treat  me  just  as  clever  as  I  want  anybody  in  tno  world  to  treat  me ;  I  am  not 
afraid  to  so  to  their  houses ;  I  am  treated  gentlemanly  and  kindly  by  them,  and  no 
man  would  be  permitted  to  come  into  their  houses,  if  they  could  prevent  it,  and  arrest 
me,  or  treat  me  wrongfully. 

Question,  They  are  personally  friendly  to  you  T 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  and  would  not  want  to  see  anything  done  to  mo  that  was  wrong. 

Question.  Still  they  do  not  want  to  give  yon  any  aid  f 

Ansicer,  They  say  that  they  feel  they  would  not  be  doing  their  families  justice  if 
they  did  so.  I  will  say  further,  however,  that  I  never  have  summoned  anybody  but 
democrats  to  help  me  arrest  anybody.  I  summoned  some  democrats  to  help  me  arrest 
a  man  out  there,  who  had  shot  a  deputy  sheriff  of  mine,  and  they  went  very  cheerfully 
with  me ;  but  there  was  a  clamor  raised  against  them,  by  this  very  same  crowd  of 
men,  and  the  next  day  we  came  very  near  having  a  general  riot  in  our  town  on  account 
of  it.  V 

QuesHon,  When  was  it  that  this  deputy  sheriff  was  shot  f 

Anstcer,  Last  December. 

Question,  What  was  he  trying  to  do  f 

Ansicer,  He  was  trying  to  arrest  a  man  in  my  county,  who  had  committed  a  violation 
of  the  law,  a  Mr.  Wilbams.  He  was  not  a  Ku-Klux  at  all ;  it  was  not  a  Eu-Klux 
outrage,  or  anything  of  that  sort. 

Question,  Was  there  opposition  made  to  his  arrest  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  he  refused  to  be  arrested. 

Question,  And  you  raised  a  posse  to  arrest  him  T 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  when  my  deputy  came  back  slightly  wounded,  I  raised  a  posse 
and  went  after  him.    I  never  got  him,  and  I  have  not  he^  of  him  since. 

Question.  You  say  that  came  near  producing  a  riot  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  when  wo  got  back  home  it  was  very  late  at  night.  The  men  who 
went  with  me,  except  one,  were  all  democrats,  young  men  of  the  first  standing  in  my 
town.  News  was  brought  to  them  even  before  they  got  to  town,  that  Mr.  Gully,  Dr. 
Fox,  and  other  men  in  town,  had  said  that  they  hoped  they  >would  get  their  danmed 
heads  shot  off  for  going  with  such  a  man  as  me,  a  damned  radical,  to  arrest  a 
gentleman. 

Question.  What  had  that  gentleman  done  ? 

Answer,  Ho  had  insulted  a  lady  of  our  town. 

Question.  You  say  this  came  near  producing  a  riot  there? 

Answer.  It  did.  The  next  day^  about  12  o'clock,  a  boy  came  running  to  my  house  and 
said  that  I  hod  better  go  down  m  town,  that  there  was  going  to  be  a  general  fight. 
When  I  got  there  I  found  four  or  five  young  men,  who  wont  with  me,  there  with  their 
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double-barreled  guns,  and  other  men  who  were  in  sympathy  with  them.  In  fact,  they 
were  of  the  fii-st  families  of  the  town,  these  yomic  men  were.  I  asked  them  what  was 
the  matter.  They  said  they  did  not  intend  to  let  any  man  say  they  were  a  G<hI 
damned  set  of  low-down  scoundrels  for  going  to  do  what  they  conceived  to  be  their 
duty,  to  execute  the  law. 

Question,  Who  was  it  that  was  making  this  fuss  with  them  f 

Ansicer,  Gully  and  Dr.  Fox  were  the  leaders  of  the  crowd.  I  told  them  that  we 
must  have  quiet  and  i^esce  there,  but  that  if  anybody  had  insulted  them  and  had  done 
anything  wrong  to  them,  said  I,  '*  I  will  fight  notwithstanding  I  am  sheriflf ;  I  am  nor 
sheriff  enough  to  have  you  run  over  at  all."  When  Dr.  Fox  saw  that  I  was  in  town, 
and  a  big  crowd  coming  around  me — a  man  brought  me  a  double-barreled  shot  gun — 
Fox  put  his  head  out  of  the  den  they  stayed  in  and  said,  *'  It  is  a  damned  infernal  ho. 
none  of  us  said  anything  about  you,  or  any  of  those  men  who  went  with  you  yesterday  : 
and  these  boys  are  getting  a  stir  up  in  this  town  for  nothing."  Said  I,  "  Fox,  while  I 
have  my  own  opinion  as  to  what  you  said,  come  out  here  and  declare  that  publicly 
and  all  will  be  right."  He  came  out  and  said,  "  The  man  who  said  I  said  anything;? 
aljout  you,  or  the  men  who  went  with  you  yesterday,  tells  a  damned  infernal  lie.** 
Said  I,  "That  is  satisfactory,  boys;  it  does  not  make  any  difference  as  to  what  anybody- 
may  tell  you  now,  they  ma^  go  to  him  now."  And  then  Gully  wrote  a  note  stating 
that  he  had  not  said  anything  about  it. 

By  Mr.  Beck  : 
Question,  Is  Gully  the  man  who  keeps  the  grocery  store  f 
Anstcer,  Yes,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Pool : 

Question,  Was  Mr.  Rush  shot  at  because  of  what  was  going  on  at  the  jail,  in  yoar 
judgment  ? 

Answer,  No,  sir. 

Question,  It  had  no  connection  with  it  f 

Answer,  No,  sir,  it  had  nothing  to  do  with  that;  at  least  I  do  not  think  it  had,  of 
course  I  only  speak  from  my  beDef  about  it. 

Question,  You  spoke  of  Dr.  Fox  putting  his  head  out  of  what  you  called  the  den  -* 
what  do  you  mean  by  "  den  V^ 

Answer.  It  is  the  place  where  these  men  generally  congregate,  the  back  room  of  this 
man  Gully's  store. 

Question.  You  say  you  have  heard  of  disguised  men  riding  about,  showing  themselves 
at  night  in  that  county  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  I  have  heard  of  them ;  I  have  never  seen  them. 

Question,  Have  you  heard  of  them  repeatedlv  t 

Answer.  I  have  not  heard  a  great  deal  of  talk  about  it,  as  I  stated  in  the  beginning 
of  my  examination,  since  the  State  was  received  back  into  the  Union. 

Question.  Have  any  colored  men  been  whipped  in  that  county  by  disguised  men  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  a  great  many  of  them  have  come  to  me  and  said  they  were  whip- 
ped by  disgniscKl  men. 

Question,  What  did  they  tell  you  about  it  f  / 

Answer,  They  said  the  men  came  to  their  houses,  took  them  out  and  whipped  them. 

Question.  At  night? 

Answer,  At  night. 

Question,  How  many  such  cases  do  you  suppose  have  occurred  in  the  county  within 
the  last  two  years  ? 

Answer.  Ouly  about  three  or  four  cases  of  whipping  in  my  county;  four,  I  think,  to 
my  recollection. 

Qwtstion.  What  sort  of  colored  men  did  they  whip ;  were  they  leaders  among  the 
colored  people  ? 

Answer.  All  except  one  of  them  were  regarded  as  very  good  colored  men ;  one  of  them 
was  said  to  be  a  rascaL 

Question.  Were  they  men  who  took  much  part  in  politics  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  one  of  them  was  a  very  active  man,  the  first  they  whipped ;  they 
whipped  him  very  severely ;  his  name  was  Henry  Greyer. 

Question.  Did  they  tell  him  what  they  whipped  him  fort 

Answer,  Because  he  went  around  with  the  God  damned  radicals ;  they  said  Uiat, 
God  damn  him,  they  would  let  him  know  they  controlled  that  country,  and  not  hib 
sort    That  is  what  he  told  me ;  now  of  course  I  did  not  hear  the  conversation. 

Question,  Was  anything  said  to  the  other  colored  men  who  were  whipped  f 

Answer,  Ouly  one  other  colored  man  told  me  that  they  said  anything  to  him  on  tho 
ground  of  politics.  While  they  were  whipping  him,  they  asked  him  what  the  radicals 
had  ever  done  for  him,  how  much  money  they  had  ever  given  him,  or  how  much  meat 
and  bread  they  had  ever  given  him,  and  why  it  was  that  he  was  damned  fool  enou^ 
to  be  controlled  by  the  raidical  party. 

Q^esUon.  Have  any  white  men  been  whipped  in  that  county  f 
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Angwer,  One,  but  not  withiu  two  years ;  that  was  more  than  two  yeaib  ago. 

Qttesiian,  Who  was  he  ? 

Answer.  Thomas  W.  Adams. 

Queation.  Was  ho  whipped  by  men  in  disguise  T 

Answer.  My  understanding  was  that  they  were  in  disguise. 

Question.  What  did  they  whip  him  for  f 

Answ-er.  I  am  not  able  to  answer  the  question  as  to  what  they  whipped  him  for. 

Question.  Did  you  learn  what  they  said  to  him  when  they  did  whip  him  f 

Answer.  I  think  his  t^ile  is  that  they  told  him  he  was  clerk  of  that  damned,  internal 
nigger  convention,  and  that  they  thought  they  would  give  him  a  little  whipping  to 
make  him  be  like  a  uigcer,  in  fact,  as  he  wanted  to  go  with  them,  that  they  would 
learn  him  how  to  take  a  lash  like  a  nigger. 

Question.  He  was  clerk  of  a  negro  convention  ? 

Answer.  He  was  deputy  clerk,  or  something  of  that  sort,  of  the  constitutional  con- 
vent  ion  that  we  bad  there.    I  suppose  that  was  what  they  alluded  to. 

Question.  You  mean  the  convention  that  framed  the  constitution  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  He  was  clerk  of  that  convention  f 

Answer.  I  believe  he  was  deputy  clerk ;  possibly  it  might  have  been  clerk. 

Question.  That  was  a  regular  convention  f 

Anstcer.  It  was  the  regular  convention  that  framed  the  constitution  under  whioh  the 
State  row  is. 

Question.  Was  it  soon  after  he  returned  home  from  the  convention  f 

Anmcer.  It  was  some  time  after  he  came  home ;  it  was  after  the  first  vote  was  taken 
on  the  constitution,  and  the  constitution  defeated. 

Question.  Where  is  he  now  ? 

AnBicei'.  Living  in  the  county,  at  the  same  place. 

(Question.  Did  ho  ever  find  out  who  whipped  him  f  ^ 

Ansicer.  1  do  not  know  that  he  ever  found  out  who  whipped  him.  He  had  an  idea 
of  who  they  were,  and  reported  some  youn^j  men  to  the  military,  and  they  have  left 
the  conntry,  and  have  not  been  back  there  since. 

Question.  What  standing  had  those  young  menf 

Answer.  They  were  men  of  ordinary  standing  in  the  community.  One  of  them  was  a 
doctor's  son,  and  another  was  the  sou  of  a  gentleman  once  in  very  good  circumstances 
there. 

Question.  Is  there  less  of  that  riding  around  in  disguise  and  whipping  people  in  youx 
county  than  in  other  counties  f 

Answer.  I  think  so. 

Question.  To  what  do  you  attribute  that  f 

Answer.  1  think  it  is  to  the  terrible  opposition  that  my  people  have  against  anything 
of  the  sort,  democrats  and  all.  Everybody  knows  that  so  far  as  my  town  is  concerned, 
save  these  four  men — this  man  Gully,  his  son,  his  grocery-keeper,  and  another  gentle- 
man there — all  the  people  in  my  town  are  opposed  to  anything  of  that  sort. 

Question.  Do  you  think  those  men  who  ride  in  disguise  and  do  these  whippings  come 
from  an  adjoining  county  f 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  think  the  most  of  the  whippings  that  was  done  was  done  by  men 
in  the  county.  I  think  that  the  gang  or  crowd  of  them  was  greatly  broken,  but  I 
think  they  are  reorganizing  now.    That  is  the  understanding  with  me. 

Question.  Broken  up  by  your  exertions  f 

Answer.  Broken  up  by  the  military  ;  I  reported  them. 

Question.  Did  the  military  go  down  there  and  interfere  with  them  in  your  county  f 

Answer.  They  captured  lots  of  them  ;  I  went  with  them  myself  and  pointed  them  out. 

Question.  You  thmk  that  stopped  them  f 

Answer.  I  think  so ;  they  have  not  done  a  great  deal  since. 

Question.  Previous  to  that  time  they  were  going  about  whipping  f 

Ansicer.  They  were  terrible. 

Question.  What  did  they  do  previous  to  that  time  f 

Answer.  They  killed  about  six  men,  and  regularly  every  week  they  whipped  one  or 
two  in  the  county  somewhere. 

Question.  White  men  f 

Answer.  No,  sir,  they  never  killed  a  white  man  in  that  county. 

Question.  They  killed  negroes  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  And  whipped  negroes  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  One  or  two  a  week  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Beck  : 
QuesHon.  When  was  that? 
Answer.  Over  two  years  ago,  when  the  military  had  control.  ^  j 
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By  Mr.  Pool: 

Question,  The  military  went  in  there  aDd  got  some  of  them  T 

Anstcer.  Yes,  sir ;  since  that  they  have  been  tolerably  quiet,  except  the  men  from 
Alabama,  and  at  Colonel  Powers^s  plantation. 

Question,  Have  you  an  idea  that  these  men  have  stopped  this  on  that  account  T 

Answer,  I  have  talked  to  them  since  they  were  released.  They  said  that  some  men 
had  told  them  a  great  many  things,  but  did  not  do  them  much  good  when  they  were  in 
the  clutches  of  the  military',  but  let  them  sofifer  there ;  and  they  were  now  in  favor  of 
letting  the  thing  go,  and  allowing  the  negroes  or  anybody  to  control  that  wanted  to ; 
that  toey  did  not  want  to  get  themselves  into  trouble  again. 

Question.  They  said  that  men  had  promised  to  defend  them,  and  had  not  done  it  ? 

Answer.  They  did  not  say  that.  They  said  that  men  had  told  them  a  great  maoy 
things  that  they  had  failed  to  comply  with  when  they  were  arrested ;  that  the  leaders 
and  the  men  who  hdd  got  them  into' it  were  at  home  all  the  time,  had  kept  their  own 
necks  out  of  the  halter,  while  they  suffered. 

Qu/estion,  Did  they  name  who  those  leaders  were  f 

Ansvcer,  Some  of  them  told  me  some  of  the  names. 

Question,  What  names  did  they  give? 

AnswiT.  Mr.  Gully  was  one. 

Question,  He  wa^i  oue  that  had  got  them  into  it  f 

Answer,  That  he  ailvised  them  to  break  up  this  negro  party. 

Question,  What  other  man  did  they  name? 

Answer.  They  said  that  1>*-.  Fox  spoke  i-ather  favorably  of  it. 

Question,  Did  they  mention  any  others  T 

Ansiter,  Yes ;  they  nanie<l  others. 

Question,  Were  those  they  named  all  democrats  f 

Answer,  They  were  all  democrats. 

Question,  Were  they  lea<iing  democrats  in  the  county  f 

Answer.  Well,  they  think  they  are ;  I  do  not  know  whether  they  are  or  not. 

Question,  Have  you  ever  known  a  democrat  in  the  county  to  be  attacked  by  these 
disguised  men  f 

Answer.  I  have  never  known  a  democrat  to  be  attacked  by  them  anywhere  in  the 
world,  or  interfered  with,  except  in  broad  open  day.  There  was  a  very  prominent 
democrat  in  my  town  who  was  killed,  but  he  was  killed  in  open  day. 

Qu/sstion,  Not  by  disguised  men  f 

Answer,  No,  sir. 

Question,  You  have  never  known  one  interfered  with  in  your  county  by  these  dis- 
guised men  f 

Answer,  No,  sir. 

QutsOon,  Or  in  any  other  county  f 

Answer.  I  have  never  heard  of  any. 

Question,  Do  those  men  fear  any  attack  from  disguised  men  t 

Answer,  I  do  not  think  they  do ;  I  suppose  they  think  they  are  like  on  a  bed  of  flowers. 
I  do  not  know  whether  these  men  now  know  whether  they  are  republicans  or  dem- 
ocrats, so  far  as  that  is  concerned.  I  have  been  very  much  impressed  with  the  idea 
that  the  regular  Ku-Klux  are  broken  np  in  my  county. 

Question,  Broken  up  by  the  military  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir;  that  was  my  id  da,  until  this  gentleman  said  what  he  did  to  me. 
Well,  since  I  came  here  this  man  ^  Jaferro  told  me  that  it  was  a  different  organiza- 
tion going  on  in  my  county  now  ;  that  it  was  an  organization  all  over  the  North,  aa 
well  as  the  South.    I  do  not  know  that  ho  knew  anything  about  it. 

QuesUon,  You  mean  they  were  reorganizing  f 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  he  said  this  organizati<m  now  was  not  upon  the  same  plan  that  the 
Kn-Klux  were ;  that  it  was  a  political  organization ;  that  is  whoit  he  told  me. 

Question.  Did  he  give  you  the  name  of  itf 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  he  said  that  it  was  called  ** Seventy-Six."  I  asked  him  who  was 
the  head-center  of  it,  and  he  said  that  he  thought  that  Frank  Blair  was ;  I  Imow  noth- 
ing about  it  myself;  I  am  only  telling  you  what  Taliaferro  told  me  since  I  have  come 
here.  And  I  felt  very  much  relieved  by  what  he  told  me.  I  thick  may  be  this  organ- 
ization going  on  there  is  such  an  organization  ;  I  care  nothing  about  on  organization  if 
it  is  not  lawless ;  let  them  organize  and  elect  their  men  if  they  can. 

Question.  Ho  said  the  ^'  Seventy-Six ''  organization  was  not  for  the  purpose  of  vio- 
lence at  all  f 

Anstcer,  That  is  what  he  told  me;  that  it  was  not  for  anything  except  to  have  the 
democratic  party  thoroughly  organized  to  carry  the  elections.  I  toid  htm  that  was  all 
right  enough. 

Question,  He  said  it  was  entirely  different  from  the  Ku-Kluxf 

Answer.  He  said  it  was,  and  I  am  disposed  to  think  that  may  be  thatia  what  ia  going 
on  there  now,  if  he  is  correct. 

Question.  That  may  be  what  that  man  referred  to  when  yon  went  into  his  office. 
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Anncer,  It  may  be. 

Question,  And  yon  feel  reliovod  that  it  is  such  an  organization  f 

Anstcer,  1  do,  becanso  I  would  rather  contend  against  anything  else  than  the  Ku< 
Khix,  as  they  come  at  your  house  when  yon  are  not  expecting  them.  I  am  perfectly 
willing  for  them  to  organize  for  political  purposes ;  if  they  wiB  say  they  are  not  going 
to  interfere  with  anybody  unlawfully  or  wrongfully,  I  care  nothing  about  the  organ- 
ization, while  I  may  have  my  opinions  as  to  political  organizations. 

Qutstian,  Have  any  of  the  negroes  in  your  county  who  vote  the  democratic  ticket 
been  disturbed  by  these  bands  of  disguised  men  f 

Answer.  Not  a  single  one  that  I  know  of. 

Question.  Is  there  a  general  feeling,  amounting  to  an  understandins,  on  the  part  oi 
all  classes  of  citizens,  that  if  a  republican  should  change  his  politics  be  will  be  safe  ? 

Answer.  Well,  sir,  it  has  been  told  me  that  I  would ;  I  do  not  know  what  is  the  gen- 
eral feeling  there ;  but  it  has  been  told  me  that  if  I  would  just  not  say  a  word,  that 
^as  the  proposition  made  to  me,  thit  if  I  would  just  sit  in  my  office  and  say  nothiisg, 
all  would  be  right,  that  I  could  hold  any  position  I  wanted. 

Question.  Who  is  the  most  active  republican  colored  man  in  your  county  f 

Ansu:€i'.  The  most  active  republican  in  my  county  is  Bill  Nave. 

Question.  Is  he  a  colored  man  T 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  he  lives  on  the  eastern  border  of  my  county,  and  is  a  man  oi  some 
education. 

Question.  Does  he  apprehend  any  danger  f 

Answer.  I  saw  him  on  the  4th  of  July,  and  he  told  me  that  he  had  slipped  off  and 
got  to  l>e  Kalb  then,  that  he  had  started  for  Do  Kalb  twice  and  had  beoz.  in  irrupted. 

Question.  Interrupted  by  whom  ? 

An^er.  By  men ;  he  said  they  were  covered  up,  aud  he  ran  back. 

Qu&tion.  Does  he  feel  under  any  apprehension  T 

Answer.  He  says  he  is  very  apprehensive,  and  does  not  propose  to  takb  aUy  part  in 
politics,  as  ho  says  in  a  little  paper  down  there. 

Question.  What  sort  of  a  paper  f 

Answer.  It  is  a  democratic  paper.  At  least,  he  resigned  the  office  of  magistrate,  and 
he  told  me  that  is  what  he  resigned  it  for. 

Question.  Did  he  mjike  a  publication  in  the  paper  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  and  the  ^iece  stated  that  he  wanted  some  whit6  man  appointed ^ 
he  told  me  that  is  what  he  did  it  for. 

Question.  He  said  that  he  is  done  meddling  with  politics  f 

Answer.  No,  he  did  not  say  in  the  article  in  the  paper  anything  about  that.  The 
article  says  this :  That  William  Nave  has  sent  in  his  resignation ;  it  is  supposed  that 
the  radical  judge  will  have  some  other  negro  appointed,  but  William  Nave  says  he 
wants  a  white  mau  appointed ;  that  politics  does  not  suit  him,  and  that  he  is  going  to 
have  nothing  more  to  do  with  politics. 

Question.  Did  William  Nave  say  he  authorized  that  6tat«ment  to  be  made  f 

Answei'.  He  says  he  never  authorized  it,  but  that  he  told  them  he  resigned  because 
he  was  apprehensive  he  might  get  into  trouble,  and  that  he  thought  it  was  best  for 
him  not  to  be  magistrate  in  the  present  state  of  feeling  there  with  those  white  people; 
that*if  there  was  a  case  came  up  before  him,  they  would  say,  '*  Damn  it,  we  will  niftve 
nothing  to  do  with  a  damned  nigger,''  and  that  they  would  d  it  be  tried  before  him. 
He  told  me  on  the  4th  of  July  that  he  thought  for  his  safety  ho  would  resign — that  it 
would  be  better  for  himself  and  his  family  tor  him  to  resign  tho  office. 

Question.  I  understood  you  to  say  that  he  t-old  you  he  was  douo  with  politics? 

Answer.  No;  I  did  not  say  that.  I  said  tho  paper  stated  that ;  but  he  did  not  tell  me 
that.  He  told  me  that  he  was  fearful  to  have  anything  to  do  with  politics  in  the 
coming  canvass,  unless  he  had  some  protection.  I  said  to  him,  '^  Why,  you  certainly 
can  protect  youi*selves;  there  are  about  three  colored  men  to  one  white  man."  He 
said  that  it  was  not  like  white  man  against  white  man.  I  told  him  that  I  knew  that 
was  the  fact.  He  said  if  he  could  stay  in  De  Kalb  it  would  be  all  right;  that 
they  would  not  trouble  him  there ;  that  they  were  afraid  of  the  democrats  there,  and 
would  not  come  there.  I  recommended  a  white  man  to  Governor  Alcorn,  a  very  clever 
man,  and  one  who  tells  me  a  heap  of  things  in  that  country. 

Question.  Suppose  this  colored  man.  Nave,  was  to  change  his  politics,  and  dedans 
himself  in  favor  of  the  democratic  party,  do  you  think  he  would  be  safe  1 

Answer.  1  think  he  would  be  perfectly  safe,  entirely  and  clearly  safe. 

Qu^tion.  If  he  would  do  that  r 

Answer.  He  would  be  entirely,  clearly,  and  positively  safe,  because  the  .colored  meu 
have  not  bothered  any  white  man.    While  they  are  a  little  high-strung  among  them 
selves,  when  a  colored  man  says  he  is  a  democrat,  yet  they  have  not  touched  any  mtu 
If  he  should  change  to  be  a  democrat,  no  white  republican  would  say  anything  to  him. 

Question.  Would  this  colored  man  be  safe  from  the  Ku-Klux  if  he  changed  T 

Answer.  He  certainly  would ;  there  is  no  doubt  about  that  in  my  mind.  ^ 

Quesiion.  Could  any  other  colored  man  in  your  county  purchase' his  safety  in  the, 
same  way  f  , 
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Answer.  1  think  every  s  nglc  man  in  the  county  conld  be  perfectly  safe  and  secure, 
'no  far  as  the  Ka-Klux  i»  coiicei-ned,  by  being  a  democrat. 

Queation.  You  say  the  colored  men  are  a  little  high-strung  on  men  of  their  own  color 
rho  vote  the  democratic  ticket  ? 

An^icer,  They  are.  but  they  have  uever  touched  one. 

Question.  You  have  heard  of  their  abusiug  colored  men  by  words  T 

Answer.  They  have. 

Question.  Did  you  ever  hear  of  any  colored  man  abusing  a  white  man  for  voting  the 
democratic  ticket  f 

Answer.  Never  in  my  life. 

Qutstion.  They  do  not  attempt  to  Ku-Klux  white  men  for  voting  the  democratic 
ticket  f 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  they  have  been  slaves  until  very  recently,  and  they  are  not  like 
men  who  have  been  free  always,  not  by  a  great  deal.  Unless  they  have  some  men  to 
tell  tbcm  how  to  go  on,  they  do  not  know  how  to  resist  white  men ;  that  is  the  troublo 
2}yjnt  the  matter. 

Question.  Is  that  the  reason  why  the  Ku-Klnx  can  do  what  tliey  do  with  impunity  T 

Answer.  I  do  not  think  they  do. 

Question.  If  yon  had  as  many  white  meh  republicans 

Answer.  If  I  had  as  many  white  republican  men  in  that  county  as  there  are  demo- 
cratic white  men  in  the  county,  they  would  not  touch  a  republican.  They  have  not 
done  it  any  way,  except  the  men  I  have  told  you  of,  and  they  shot  Rush. 

Question.  You  think  these  Ku-Klux  operate  altogether  upon  the  opposite  party  f 

Answer.  I  can  look  at  it  in  no  other  light,  from  tnc  fact  that  nobody  upon  the  demo- 
cratic side  has  been  interfered  with  by  them.  I  asked  the  question  in  Meridian  and 
Jackson.  I  asked  men  there  to  tell  me  of  the  first  single  democrat  in  the  State  inter- 
fered with  by  the  Ku-Klux.  I  have  not  heard  of  a  single  one.  Well,  then,  taking  it 
for  granted  that  there  must  surely  be  something  in  it,  I  suppose  they  do  it  for  the 
purpose  of  controlling  the  vote. 

Question.  How  do  people  regard  it  generally  down  there  f 

Answer.  I  do  not  think  there  is  a  man  in  my  town,  not  a  single  man,  but  what 
regards  it  just  in  that  light. 

Question.  Do  the  democrats  in  your  town  regard  it  so  t 

Answer.  They  tell  me  so.  I  only  know  what  they  tell  me,  and  the  democrats  there 
talk  very  freely  to  me. 

Question.  They  do  not  deny  that  it  is  political  f 

Answer.  They  do  not  indorse  it — never  did. 

Question.  But  they  do  not  deny  it  is  political  f 

Ansu)er.  They  say  that  is  what  it  is  for — to  put  the  democratic  party  in  power. 

Question.  That  is  well  understood  where  the  operations  are  going  on  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  I  think  so. 

Question.  Have  you  any  colored  preachers  in  your  county  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  there  is  a  colored  preacher  there,  at  least  he  lives  there ;  he  is  sent 
there  on  a  circuit,  I  believe  they  call  it ;  his  headquarters  is  in  my  town. 

Question,  Has  any  demonstration  been  made  against  him  f 

Answer.  None  at  aW.  I  do  not  know  what  his  politics  are.  I  do  not  know  whether 
he  is  a  republican  or  a  democrat.  He  comes  to  my  office  very  frequently ;  but  I  say 
nothing  to  him  a1>out  ]x>litics. 

Question.  Have  any  churches  been  burned  in  your  county  f 

Answer.  Two  churches ;  but  I  do  not  know  whether  politics  had  anything  to  do 
with  it. 

Question.  Were  they  churches  where  colored  people  worshiped  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  In  what  part  of  your  county  were  those  churches  f 

Answer.  In  the  northeastern  corner  of  the  county. 

Question.  You  have  not  had  any  schools  established  in  your  county  f 

Ansujer.  O,  yes,  sir;  we  have  schools  in  our  county. 

Question.  Colored  schools  f 

Ansufer.  Yes. 

Question.  Have  any  colored  school-houses  been  burned? 

Answer.  A  couple ;  that  is,  I  mean  since  the  State  has  come  back  into  the  Union ;  I 
do  not  mean  before  that.  I  will  state  this,  however :  I  had  a  circular  from  Governor 
Alcorn,  requesting  me  to  give  him  information  as  to  all  these  things.  I  sent  for  the 
'.teachers  of  these  colored  schools,  who  were  both  southern  white  men,  to  give  me  aU 
-the  information  they  could  as  to  the  burning  of  those  colored  school-houses.  They 
'both  told  ine  that  they  thought  one  individual,  from  Alabama,  had  come  across  the 
•line  and  burned  them  ;  that  they  did  not  think  the  citizens  in  the  immediate  neigh- 
.borhood  ir.dorned  it,  because  they  furnished  houses  for  them  to  commence  teaching 
again. 

t  Question.  Hat «)  yea  heard  of  any  church  occupied  by  white  people  in  your  county 
being  b:irnedf'  .  ,  . 
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Amwer,  Not  one. 

QuesHoH,  Havo  you  heard  ol  any  scbool-houso  being  burned  where  white  children 
were  tanght  f 

Answer.  Not  one,  that  I  know  of.  I  saw  a  letter  to  one  man  who  was  teaching  a 
colored  school,  purporting  to  be  from  the  Ka-Klax. 

QiteBiion,  What  did  that  letter  say  f 

Answer,  It  went  on  to  tell  him,  if  bo  did  not  quit  teaching,  what  they  were  going  to 
do  with  him ;  that  is,  if  he  did  not  quit  teacbing[  that  negro  school. 

Question.  What  did  they  say  they  would  do  with  him  T 

Answer,  Take  him  out  and  give  him  a  whipping. 

Qwestian,  Has  any  other  teacher  been  threatened  f 

Answer,  No  other  in  the  county,  that  I  know  of. 

Question,  How  have  the  colored  people  in  the  county  behaved  themselves  since  the 
wart 

Answer,  As  well  as  any  set  of  men  in  the  world  just  turned  loose  could  possibly 
behave.  I  think  they  have  behaved  better  in  my  county  than  in  most  of  the  counties. 
There  was  a  good  big  meeting  of  the  colored  people  on  the  4th  of  July,  and  there  were 
a  great  many  white  men  there  in  t<»wu.  I  asked  them  publicly  to  point  out  one  sin- 
gle violation  of  law  that  a  colored  man  had  committed  in  the  county  since  the  sur- 
render, unless  it  wa3  to  steal  something,  as  some  of  the  white  men  have  done  occa- 
sionally. 

Question.  You  mean  petty  thefts  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.    And  no  man  said  that  he  knew  of  anvthing. 

Question.  You  baj  the  colored  men  have  behaved  remarkably  well  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  in  my  judgment  better,  perhaps,  than  in  most  other  counties. 

Question.  Is  that  the  general  impression  among  people  in  your  county  f 

Anstoer.  I  think  so;  I  think  the  white  people  in  my  county  are  very  well  pleased 
with  their  behavior. 

Question.  Have  you  heard  expressions  from  the  democrats  there  to  that  effect  f 

Answer.  I  have  in  my  town.  I  heard  old  Tommy  Davis,  who  is  regarded  as  a  leading 
democrat  there,  say  so  a  few  days  before  I  came  from  home.  He  came  into  my  office 
and  asked  me  what  I  proposed  to  do  at  the  next  election,  and  I  did  not  give  him  any 
positive  answer.  Ho  remarked,  ^'  I  would  like  very  well  to  have  yon  do  something  to 
stay  in  the  county ;  I  havo  known  you  ever  since  you  were  a  boy ;  and  the  people  of 
this  coimty,  while  they  do  not  like  yonr  politics,  think  you  are  honest  in  what  you 
profess ;  the  colored  people  of  this  county  have  been  remarkably  good ;  they  commit 
no  violations  of  law,  and  they  want  to  l)e  religious,  and  some  of  them  are  trying  to  get 
an  education  ;  and  I  would  like  very  well  to  nave  you  do  something  to  stay  m  this 
county."'  That  is  what  ho  remarke(l  to  mo.  I  then  remarko<l  to  him  that  I  expected 
I  would  stay  there ;  that  I  had  a  great  deal  of  real  estate  in  the  town ;  I  told  him  that 
all  I  had  was  there  in  the  coanly,  that  my  friends  were  all  there,  and  that  I  had  noth- 
ing to  say  against  the  people  of  Kemper. 

Que8ti<m.  Did  he  express  any  apprehension  that  you  were  about  to  leave  the  county 
on  account  of  fear  of  these  men  f 

Answer.  No,  sir;  I  think  that,  hearing  I  had  been  summoned  to  come  here,  he 
thought  I  would  make  arrangements  while  I  was  here  to  leave  the  State.  Several  had 
asked  me  if  1  intended  to  m&e  arrangements  to  leave  the  State  while  I  was  gone. 

Question.  Did  they  intimate  that  they  thought  your  being  summoned  here  would 
make  it  dangerous  for  you  to  return  f 

Answer.  Well,  sir,  yes. 

Question.  That  because  you  were  summoned  here  it  might  be  necessary  for  you  to 
remain  away  from  there  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  A  man  in  office  there,  of  as  much  respectability  as  any  man  in  the 
State,  a  democrat  in  the  circuit  clerk's  office  there,  told  me  when  Ileft the*^ court-house 
— he  put  his  head  oat  of  the  window  and  spoke  as  if  he  did  not  want  others  to  hear 
him — he  told  me  to  be  very  cautious  while  I  was  gone,  and  to  be  very  particular  in 
coming  back  home.  This  was  his  remark  precisely :  '<  There  are  bad  men  in  this  county 
who  would  freely  give  $5,000  to  see  your  head  off  to-day."  He  probably  did  not  want 
what  he  said  to  be  heard. 

Question.  You  consider  him  friendly  to  you  ? 

Answer.  I  consider  him  as  an  intimate  friend  to  me  personally,  not  politically. 

Question.  You  did  not  understand  him  to  say  that  for  the  purj^se  of  keeping  you 
from  coming  here  ? 

Anstcer.  No,  sir,  not  at  all,  because  he  was  rather  anxiouH  to  come  with  me,  and  if  he 
had  hwl  money  eu(»ugh  he  would  have  come.  Ho  is  the  clerk  th«^re,  a  son  of  old  Dr. 
Chamberlain,  of  our  county.  Old  Dr.  Chamberlain  is  not  a  democrat,  but  his  sou  is, 
and  he  was  appointed  by  my  rucomuiondatiou  ;  and  ho  would  be  elected  if  my  vote 
would  elect  him,  notwithstanding  he  is  a  democrat,  for  he  ii)  a  good,  true  man. 

Question.  Did  you  ever  know  anything  of  these  disg^iised  men  in  your  county  before 
the  wart 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


262        CONDITION   OF   AFFAIRS   IN   THE   SOUTHERN   STATES. 

Anstcer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Yon  never  heard  of  any  crimes  committed  by  disguised  bands  in  the  night, 
of  that  kind,  before  the  war  ? 

Answer.  No,  oir;  I  never  h  rnid  cf  ftichthinjj  before  the  war. 

Question.  It  is  somethinj;  t bat  has  been  gotten  up  since  the  war  f 

Answer.  I  never  heard  of  anything  of  the  sort  in  my  section  of  the  country  belbfe 
the  war. 

Question.  Did  it  occnr  before  the  nej^roes  were  allowed  to  vote  t 

Answer.  These  whippings  f  No,  sir ;  a  n«gro  was  never  whipped  in  my  county  in 
this  way  before  they  wore  allowed  to  vote. 

Question.  It  has  been  gotten  up  hince  they  were  admitted  to  the  ballot-box  T 

Answer.  In  my  county  it  has ;  I  do  not  know  about  the  rest  of  the  South.  There  was 
not  a  negro  touched  in  the  county  before  they  went  to  the  ballot-box,  except  in  the 
ordinary  way — to  put  them  in  jail  as  yon  woiild  a  white  man  if  he  had  done  anything. 

Question.  You  never  heard  of  the  Kn-Klnx  until  the  negroes  were  admitted  to  the 
ballot-box  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir;  not  until  the  first  election  was  over. 

Question.  In  that  election  ihcy  voted  the  republican  ticket  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  the  most  of  them  did ;  a  few  did  not. 

Question.  The  Kn-Klnx  started  af^er  that  f 

Answer.  That  is  ray  understanding. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question.  Who  is  this  man  Gully  f 

Answer.  He  is  a  great,  big  southern  bully. 

Question.  Yon  have  had  some  quarrel  with  him,  have  yon  not  f 

Answer.  O,  yes,  sir;  certainly  I  have. 

Question.  I  thought  so,  from  the  way  yon  brought  him  in  on  all  occasiona.  What 
have  you  quarreled  about  T 

Answer.  Well,  he  is  regarded  as  the  leader  of  the  crowd  that  comes  to  my  town.  Mr. 
Taliaferro  told  me  that  he  was  the  president  of  the  shebang — ^the  high  priest  of  the 
concern  in  my  connty. 

Question.  Is  that  what  you  and  he  quarreled  about  particularly  f 

Austeer.  I  never  know  anything  else  for  ns  to  quarrel  about. 

Question.  Was  it  not  about  some  matters  of  a  note  or  a  forgery  matter  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  that  had  nothing  to  do  with  it ;  we  were  quarreling  before  that 
came  up ;  wo  had  had  one  or  two  rows  before  that  thing  ever  came  up. 

Question.  You  had  a  row  before  that  thing  came  up  f 

Answer   O,  yes,  sir. 

Question.  That  only  made  it  worse  f 

Answer.  1  suppose  so ;  but  I  do  not  know  that  it  did  ;  it  did  not  amount  to  anything 
that  I  know  of.  There  never  has  been  the  scratch  of  a  pen  against  roe  in  the  connt>\ 
if  that  is  what  you  want  to  get  at,  and  there  has  been  ever^-thing,  from  mpedowh, 
against  him. 

Question.  What  was  this  allegation  which  he  made  about  yon  T 

Answer.  He  made  a  charge  against  me  there,  aft4*r  we  had  split,  that  I  was  trying  to 
^  up  for  Moseley,  of  Lauderdale,  to  get  some  Government  cotton. 

Question.  That  you  were  trying  to  fix  up  to  get  some  Government  cotton  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  From  whom  ? 

Ansicer.  From  the  Government. 

Question.  How  did  he  say  you  were  trying  to  do  that  ? 

Answer.  He  said  that  the  man  who  was  on  the  affidavit  never  made  the  affidavit. 
He  never  said  that,  however,  unt'.l  after  the  man  died,  you  understand. 

Question.  Was  that  all  that  he  said  f 

Answer.  The  God  of  Israel  only  knows  what  he  said  ;  I  do  not  know  anything  aboat 
that;  that  is  what  I  heard  him  say.  I  know  the  courts  never  lM)thcred  'me  abont  it. 
If  there  is  a  scratch  of  a  pen  against  me  in  the  courts  I  have  never  been  able  to  see  it, 
and  I  have  iNHiu  there  since  I  was  sixteen  years  old. 

Question.  You  think  the  Go<l  above  might  know  what  he  saidt 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  He  might  know  a  great  many  things ;  nothing,  though,  upon  thikt 
subject,  so  far  as  I  am  concerned. 

Question.  What  was  the  allegation  f  That  you  had  committed  forgery  in  forging  a 
nameT 

Answer.  That  is  just  what  I  told  yon,  that  he  said  the  man  had  never  signed  the 
paper  whose  name  was  on  the  paper. 

Question.  Who  was  the  man  1 

Answer.  His  name  was  Moore.  I  have  been  in  Kemper  County  since  I  was  sixteen 
years  old,  never  have  left  it,  never  have  failed  to  attend  a  court,  and  am  thetv  to-day^ 
with  nothing  on  God's  green  earth  against  me  in  the  court,  or  anywhere  else,  that  I 
know  of,  except  what  Gully  says. 
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Que9tum,  I  thought  yon  and  he  were  somewhAt  acrimonious. 

Anstper.  Yes.  That  did  not  start  the  thing  at  all ;  we  were  ont  before  that,  and  he 
thought  he  would  take  that  start  on  me  to  break  me  down.  But  that  built  me  up,  or 
it  did  a  great  deal  tovrard  it,  because  they  saw  he  was  trying  to  take  advantage  of 
me.  Of  course  everybody  in  the  county  knew  that  Gully  had  got  three  or  four  hun- 
dred bales  of  Government  cotton,  and  that  I  had  nothing  to  do  with  it.  This  paper 
said  so — that  I  had  nothing  to  do  with  it — it  was  simply  made  before  me  as  an  omcer. 

Question.  You  say  everybody  knew  he  had  got  a  lot  of  cotton  t 

Anmcer,  O,  yes,  sir ;  so  far  as  that  is  concerned,  he  did  not  deny  it  himself  He  was 
sheriff  there  during  the  war,  had  a  great  deal  of  Government  cotton  that  he  had  sold 
to  the  confederate  government ;  and  under  the  regulations  of  the  surrender,  as  we  un- 
derstood it  down  there,  that  cotton  was  to  be  turned  over  to  the  United  States  Gov- 
ernment. But  he  run  the  cotton  off,  and  never  turned  it  over  to  tbe  United  States 
Government  at  all,  none  of  it.  He  told  me  himself  he  had  got  over  two  hundred  bales. 
Understand  me,  now,  this  cotton  he  had  sold  to  the  confederate  government ;  he  had 
never  sold  it  to  the  United  States  at  all.  But  after  the  surrender  he  did  not  turn  the 
cotton  over  to  the  United  States  Government,  as  it  was  understood  there  we  were 
bound  to  do,  but  run  it  off  and  squandered  it  and  used  it  himself.  No,  sir,  there  are 
no  charges  against  me  for  getting  any  cotton,  or  making  any  effort  to  got  any,  so  far  as  I 
am  concerned. 

Question.  That  cotton  was  his  own  which  ho  had  sold  to  the  confederate  government  t 

Ansicer.  It  was  cotton  he  had  bought  for  the  confederate  government,  with  money 
furnished  him,  as  an  officer  of  the  confederate  government,  to  buy  botton  with,  for  the 
confederate  government.  He  had  bought  it  from  various  persons  in  tha  country  for 
the  confederate  government,  and  turned  over  none  of  to  the  Federal  Government.  He 
was  holding  it  at  the  time  of  the  surrender ;  the  confederate  government  had  called 
for  none  ot  the  cotton  it  had  purchased  in  the  South,  I  believe.  And  at  the  time  of 
the  surrender,  as  we  understood  there,  we  were  to  turn  over  to  the  Federal  Government 
the  cotton  that  belonged  to  the  confederate  government. 

Question.  He  did  not  turn  it  overt 

Answer.  No,  sir.  I  did  not  have  any  fuss  with  him  about  that,  so  far  as  that  was  con- 
cerned. 

Question.  Generally  he  is  a  pretty  bad  man,  is  he  not  t 

Answer.  Well,  I  think  the  people  think  so,  both  democrats  and  republicans ;  that  is 
my  opinion  about  that ;  I  think  they  regard  him  as  a  very  bad  man.  He  has  some 
money  yet,  because  he  does  not  pay  nis  debts,  and  lives  in  a  palatial  house,  and  all  his 
I>roperty  is  in  the  name  of  his  son.  I  suppose  that  is  very  easy  to  do  in  tins  country ; 
but  I  only  refer  to  him,  (there  are  other  men  there  besides  him,)  as  the  head-center  of 
the  concern  ;  that  is  why  I  referred  to  him,  not  because  I  care  anything  more  about 
him  than  I  do  about  any  other  little  man  in  the  county,  because  he  is  a  very  small  man 
there.  I  only  referred  to  him  because  other  men  told  me  that  he  is  the  head-center  of  the 
concern  there.  There  is  Captain  Ward  there,  a  lawyer,  and  all  those  men  who  were 
democrats ;  if  I  wanted  to  refer  to  a  man  to  injure  him  I  might  go  for  them.  This 
other  man  I  do  not  regard  as  anything,  while  I  might  regard  them  as  a  i)ower.    -. 

Question.  Talifprro,  you  say,,  told  yon  about  this  new  departure,  this  new  organiza- 
tion f 

Answer.  Yes ;  he  told  me  there  was  a  new  organization.  I  asked  him  how  it  was 
they  were  organizing  in  my  county  again,  and  he  said  there  was  a  new  or^nization 
in  my  connty  now.  and  in  all  the  States ;  he  said  that  Captain  Early,  of  Meridian,  was 
the  head  of  it  in  tnat  section  of  country ;  that  Thomas  Graham,  at  Forrest,  was  one  of 
the  high  priests.  I  asked,  who  is  the  head-center  in  the  United  States  ;  it  must  have 
a  head-center  somewhere  besides  down  there  in  Mississippi ;  and  he  said  Frank  Blair 
was  the  head,  as  Forrest  was  the  bead  of  the  old  one.  I  do  not  know  anything  about 
General  Forrest's  transactions  in  the  Ku-Klux  business ;  I  do  not  know  anything  about 
that. 

Question.  Why  did  not  he  testify  before  the  committee  as  to  this  new  organization  ? 

Answer.  Whof 

Question.  Taliaferro. 

Answer.  Lord !  I  don't  know.  I  do  not  know  that  there  is  a  word  of  truth  in  all  he 
says ;  I  only  hope  it  is  so,  that  is,  that  it  is  upon  a  different  basis  from  the  Ku-Klux,  so 
that  they  do  not  propose  to  interfere  with  anybody,  except  to  try  to  control  elections, 
and  that  is  all  rignt.  I  know  nothing  about  it,  and  I  do  not  know  that  he  knows  any^* 
thing  about  it. 

By  Mr.  Beck: 
Question.  Did  I  understand  you  correctly  as  saying  that  there  has  not  been  a  man 
killed  by  disguised  men  in  your  county  since  the  State  was  organized  t 
Answer.  Since  it  went  back  into  the  Union,  no  one  that  I  know  of. 
QuestUm.  Since  the  adoption  of  your  new  constitution  f 
Answer.  Not  one,  that  I  know  of  in  my  county,  by  disguised  men. 
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Quettum,  How  many  cases  of  whipping  do  yoa  remember  since  that  time  by  disguiBed 
menf 

Answer.  There  have  been  about  four  reported  to  me. 

QMBticn.  And  it  was  not  known  whether  the  shooting  of  Captain  Rush  was  done  by 
discnished  men  or  not  t 

Afuwer.  It  was  done  *n  the  night ;  I  sappose  not  more  than  two  or  three  men  were 
there,  and  I  do  not  Bi.y^Jzte  they  were  disguised.  They  shot  him  behind  a  church  and 
ran  right  off  into  the  swamp. 

Question,  That  is  about  the  extent  of  their  operations  in  your  county,  so  far  as  yoa 
knowf 

Answer,  That  is  about  it. 

Question.  Two  of  the  negroes  who  were  whipped  you  say  were  good  negroes,  and  one 
was  a  bad  fellow  f 

Answer.  1  say  none  of  the  negroes  that  have  been  whipped,  since  the  State  was  or- 
ganized, had  any  allegation  against  them ;  I  said  that  ono  of  the  negroes  whipped  in 
my  county  had  an  allegation  against  him  that  he  had  been  stealing. 

By  the  Chairscan,  (Mr.  Poland:) 
Question.  That  was  further  back  T 
Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Beck  : 

Question.  Of  course  all  the  negroes  say  there  is  nothing  against  them  T 

Answer.  Yes  ;  but  I  do  not  mean  that;  I  mean  I  have  inquired  in  the  neighborhood. 

Question.  You  have  had  large  experience  with  the  ne^oes,  and  you  know  that  it  is 
true,  no  matter  what  has  been  done,  whenever  anything  is  done  to  them  they  deny 
that  they  have  done  anything  7 

Answer,  Of  course,  and  I  believe  that  is  the  case  with  white  men. 

Question.  I  see  by  the* papers  day  before  yesterday  that  Governor  Hoffman  went  to 
the  penitentiary  at  Sing  Sing,  and'out  of  seventy-five  applications  for  pardon  seventy- 
three  said  they  had  done  nothing.    That  is  human  nature,  is  it  not  T 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  And  to  make  out  as  bad  a  case  as  the  man  can  against  the  parties  who  in- 
jure him  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir.  They  reported  a  case  of  a  negro  woman  who  had  been  badly 
whipped,  near  Scooba,  but  I  could  not  get  any  of  the  particulars  of  that  at  all.  This 
man  Nave  told  me  he  had  no  doubt  it  was  so,  but  he  did  not  seem  to  understand  whether 
it  was  Ku-Klnx  or  how  it  was  done.  A  parcel  of  men,  in  the  night,  had  whipped  her 
very  severely,  and  carried  her  back  to  a  place  where  she  had  formerly  worked,  and 
Nave  told  me  he  thought  it  very  probable  that  she  would  die. 

Question.  There  was  no  politics  about  that  f 

Answer.  I  do  not  know ;  I  do  not  pretend  to  say  who  did  it. 

By  Mr.  Pool: 
Question.  That  is  not  included  in  the  four  you  named  previously  f 
Anstoer,  No  sir. 

By  Mr.  Beck  : 

Question,  As  to  the  education  of  your  negroes  there,  do  I  understand  you  to  say  that 
a  great  majority  of  the  white  people  there  want  them  to  be  educated  t 

Answer.  I  think  so. 

Question.  And  that  when  a  school-house  was  burned,  white  men  and  democrats  fur- 
nished another  house  7 

Answer.  That  is  what  the  teachers  told  me. 

Question.  Is  it  not  generallv  regarded  by  your  people  that  the  best  way  to  make  them 
useful  is  to  educate  tnem  and  help  them  along  7 

Answer.  I  think  so. 

Question.  All  parties  agree  to  that  7 

Answer,  1  think  so,  as  a  general  thing. 

Question.  Is  it  not  the  fact  that  many  of  the  buildings  they  use  have  been  built  by 
the  aid  of  the  white  people  7 

Answer.  I  do  not  think  so  j  I  think  they  have  generally  built  them  themselves,  except 
a  house  or  two  that  the  United  States  bought  for  them  while  the  Bureau  was  iu  opera- 
tion down  there  in  my  town.    There  is  a  northcni  lady  teaching  in  one  of  those  houses. 

Question.  What  is  the  number  of  colored  voters  in  your  county  7 

Answer.  I  think  about  fourteen  or  fifteen  hundred  colored  men  are  registered  there 
3nd  can  vote,  and  about  the  same  number  of  white  men. 

By  Mr.  Pool: 

Question.  Did  you  say  that  Mr.  Gully  said,  after  Mr.  Moore  had  died,  that  he  had  not 
signed  that  paper  7 
Answer.  Yes,  sir. 
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QueftUm.  Did  Moore  sign  that  paper  f 

Antwer,  He  did,  most  assuredly,  or  I  never  should  have  put  it  out. 

QtuBsHcn,  He  signed  it  in  your  presence  T 

Anstoer.  Yes,  sir. 

QueaiUm.  You  were  the  officer  before  whom  he  took  the  oath  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Has  Gully  ever  been  indicted  in  your  courts  f 

Answer,  1  soil;  of  think  he  has. 

QuesiioH,  How  many  times  T 

Answer,  I  do  not  know  how  many  times. 

QuesHan,  Has  be  been  frequently  indicted  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir,  and  was  arrested  by  the  military  several  times— once  on  a  charge 
of  rape  on  a  poor,  innocent  white  aitl  in  the  county,  and  he  said  it  cost  him  ten  thou- 
sand dollars  to  get  through  with  tuat. 

Qiicslton.  Has  the  United  States  Government  ever  commenced  any  proceedings  against 
him  about  the  cotton  f 

Answer,  Not  a  bit. 

Question,  Is  Mr.  Taliaferro  a  democrat  f 

Answer,  He  says  he  is ;  he  told  me  so,  but  I  do  not  know  what  his  politics  are.  I 
know  his  uncle  was,  and  refused  to  let  me  make  a  speech  there  at  Bcooba  in  a  house  he 
had  control  of  when  I  went  down  there. 


Washi^^oton,  D.  C,  July  19, 1871. 

A.  P.  HUGGINS  sworn  and  examined. 
By  the  Chairmak,  (Mr.  Poulnd  :) 

Question,  Where  do  you  livet 

Answer,  1  live  at  Aberdeen,  Mississippi. 

Questiof^.  In  what  county  f 

Answer.  Monroe  County. 

Question,  How  long  have  you  lived  there  f 

Answer.  I  first  went  to  the  county  of  Monroe  in  October,  1865. 

Question,  Have  you  resided  there  since  that  time  T 

Answer.  I  was  out  of  the  county  about  eighteen  months,  in  the  Freedmen's  Bureau. 

Question.  You  went  there  in  1665,  and  for  eighteen  months  you  were  an  officer  of  the 
Frcedmen's  Bureau  ? 

Ansufer,  Yes,  sir,  and  not  in  that  county  during  that  time ;  all  the  rest  of  the  time  I 
have  been  there. 

Question,  For  that  eighteen  months  you  were  not  in  that  county  f 

Answer,  No,  sir. 

Question,  In  what  county  were  you  during  that  time  f 

Answer,  Jackson  was  my  post  most  of  the  time,  but  I  was  under  military  orders  and 
went  to  different  places. 

Question,  Where  were  you  raised  f 

Answer.  1  was  bom  in  Ohio,  but  raised  mostly  in  Blichigan. 

Question,  Were  you  in  the  Army  during  the  war  f 

Answer,  Yes.  sir ;  very  nearly  four  years. 

Question.  Wnat  position  did  you  hold  in  the  Army  f 

Answer.  I  held  several  different  positions,  from  private  up  to  captain,  and  then  I  waa 
brevetted  lieutenant  colonel. 

Question.  After  this  eighteen  months'  service  as  an  officer  of  the  Freedmen's  Bureau 
did  you  then  return  to  Monroe  County  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  as  assistant  assessor  of  internal  revenue. 

Question,  Have  you  held  that  position  ever  since  T 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  and  I  hold  it  now. 

Question,  Who  is  the  assessor  of  that  congressional  district  f 

Answer.  Mr.  A.  P.  Shattuck. 

Question,  Is  there  more  than  one  assistant  assessor  in  that  county  f 

Answer,  No,  sir;  I  have  five  counties  in  my  division. 

Question,  Monroe  County  is  one  of  them  T 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  my  headquarters  is  at  Aberdeen.    I  am  also  school  superintendent 
for  that  county. 

Question,  At  what  time  were  you  appointed  assistant  assessor  t 

Answer,  In  the  month  of  May,  1869. 

Question.  And  when  were  you  appointed  superintendent  of  schools  t 

Answer.  In  the  month  of  August,  last  year^  1870. 
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Question.  Yon  were  appciuted  to  the  office  by  tins  State  board  of  edttcation  f 

Answer,  Yes.  «r.         '         « 

Qucation,  W  uat  are  your  duties  as  superintendent  of  schools  f 

Ansirer.  Well,  sir,  our  school  system  is  just  organizing,  or  it  was  at  that  time,  the 
first  we  have  ever  had  in  the  Stat43  of  free  schools.  My  duties  are  to  start  the  schools, 
help  organize  them  ;  I  was  one  of  seven  men  who  had  the^  perfecting  of  the  whole 
school  arrangements  of  the  connty ;  I  was  president  of  the  board  of  school  directors ; 
there  were  six  other  men  with  me. 

Question.  How  were  they  appointed  t 

Anmcer,  By  the  board  of  county  supervisors.  Each  man  of  that  school  board  really 
had  more  to  say  in  the  board  than  I  had ;  I  had  no  vote  unless  there  was  a  tie. 

Question.  You  were  merely  the  president  of  the  board  f 

Ansteer.  Yes,  sir. 

Quegtion.  Were  you  to  preside  in  the  meetings  for  the  selection  of  the  school-houses  ? 

Answer.  That  was  a  common  duty  imposed  upon  the  board;  the  board  would  direct 
me  to  look  after  that. 

Question,  lam  speaking  of  the  duties  of  the  board;  yon  were  to  provide  school- 
houses  and  teachers  T 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  and  make  every  arrangement  necessary  to  start  the  system  of  free 
schools  in  that  county. 

Question.  How  are  those  schools  supported? 

Answer.  By  taxation  mostly. 

Question.  By  taxation  upon  the  people  of  the  county  T 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  our  State  law  regulates  that.  We  were  allowed  to  levy  a  five-mill 
tax  for  a  teachers'  fund  and  a  ten-mill  tax  for  a  building  fund. 

Question.  That  was  the  extent  to  which  you  vere  authorized  to  impose  taxes  for 
school  purposes. 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Within  that  limit  this  board  determined  how  much  should  Ije  expended  T 

Answer.  About  three-fourths  of  the  amount  authorized  by  law  was  what  they  deter- 
mined to  raise ;  about  ten  and  a  half  mills. 

Qiiesiion.  A  trifle  over  one  per  cent,  t 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  That  was  the  extent  of  the  assessment  you  did  make  f  ' 

Answer.  We  made  the  estimate ;  we  had  no  right  to  levy  taxes ;  that  was  the  duty 
of  the  board  of  supervisors. 

Questi4m.  You  made  your  estimate,  and  they  assessed  the  tax  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir;  but  the  assessment  has  never  been  made  or  collected. 

Question.  It  has  never  been  collected  f 

Anstcer,  So,  sir ;  the  Ku-Klux  gave  the  board  orders  not  to  do  it. 

Question.  The  supervisors  neglected,  for  some  reason  or  other,  to  assess  the  tax  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  the  tax  has  never  been  assessed  or  collected. 

Question.  Will  you  now  proceed  to  state  how  things  went  on  in  the  connty  after  you 
went  there ;  what  was  the  state  of  affairs  there? 

Answer.  All  the  time  T 

Question.  Well,  from  the  time  you  went  there  as  assessor,  which  was  in  1869. 

Answer.  1  first  went  there  as  a  planter ;  I  planted  in  the  county  wheu  I  first  went  to 
the  State. 

Question.  Did  you  buy  a  plantation  T 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  rented  one  of  some  fifteen  hundred  acres,  and  planted  very  boipely 
there. 

Question.  'When  was  that  T 

Answer.  In  1865  and  1866. 

Question.  When  you  first  went  there  you  rented  a  plantation  T 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  rented  a  large  one,  and  planted  very  extensively. 

Question.  Well,  begin  back  to  that  time  in  the  history  of  your  operations  in  that 
State,  and  tell  us  how  you  got  on. 

Answer.  During  the  years  1865  and  1866  there  was  comparatively  little  trouble  in 
that  county ;  I  was  not  interfere<l  with  until  the  close  of  the  year  1866.  I  had  ex- 
pressed my  opinion  very  freely  in  the  towns  about  me ;  I  had  been  refused  admission 
into  the  chnrch ;  that  was  the  only  thing  really  that  occurred  during  the  year;  I  was 
not  recognized  as  a  Christian  at  all. 

Question.  What  church  had  you  proposed  to  join  1 

Answer.  The  Baptist  chnrch;  I  have  been  a  member  of  that  church  a  great  many 
years.  I  will  state  about  that,  as  it  is  brief.  I  {noposed  to  join  the  church  when  I  first 
went  there  in  1865 ;  I  saw  the  pastor  of  the  chnrch,  and  he  stated  for  his  church  that 
he  thought  there  would  be  no  difficulty  about  it  at  all ;  that  I  w^  a  Christian,  and  he 
thought  it  showed  a  very  good  desire  on  my  part  to  nnite  with  the  church  and  work 
with  the  people.  He  told  me  to  call  the  next  Sabbath  at  the  chnrch  and  I  would  be 
received ;  I  then  lived  ten  miles  from  the  town.    I  called  there^  and  the  pastor  told  me 
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that  tbey  had  reconsidered  the  matter;  ho  told  me  this  while  public  service  was  going 
on  ;  that  I  had  done  them  wrong ;  that  being  in  the  Federal  Army,  I  had  done  a  wrong 
to  the  South ;  that  I  must  repent  of  it,  and  must  show  I  had  repented  of  it.  I  left  the 
church  very  quickly  npon  such  a  statement  as  that ;  got  up  and  walked  out ;  I  shoived 
no  disrespect,  only  iu  leaving. 

By  Mr.  Beck: 
QitetHon.  What  is  the  name  of  that  preacher  f 

Antncer.  Rev.  Mr.  Chnmbliss ;  I  think  he  is  now  at  Maysville,  in  Kentucky. 
Queaiian,  Give  his  name  in  full. 

Answer,  I  do  not  kuow  his  name  in  full ;  I  only  know  him  as  the  Rev.  Mr.  Chambliss ; 
he  lefb  there  and  went  to  Kentucky. 

By  the  Chairman,  (Mr.  Poland  :) 

Question.  They  considered  that  a  blot  on  your  Christian  character  T 

Answer,  Yes,  sir;  they  said  I  would  not  be  allowed  to  ioin  unless  I  would  say  I  had 
committed  a  wrou^,  which  I  could  not  do.  I  called  on  the  pastor  after  that  to  with- 
draw my  letter  entirely  from  the  church. 

Quettion,  You  presented  a  letter  from  the  church  in  the  North  to  which  yon  had  for- 
merly belonged  f 

Answer.  1  took  a  letter  from  the  church  that  I  was  a  member  in  good  standing.  The 
minister  told  me  that  I  would  have  to  say  I  had  committed  a  wrong ;  that  the  people 
were  excited  at  that  time ;  that  they  had  not  come  to  the  point  of  receiving  northern 
members.  I  asked  him  what  they  would  do  with  northern  Christians ;  he  said  they 
would  have  to  establish  a  church  for  themselves.  While  I  am  on  this  church  matter 
I  will  say  that  on  my  retuni,  after  I  was  appointed  revenue  assessor,  they  appointed  a 
committee  of  three  men  to  wait  upon  me,  oue  of  whom  was  a  deacon  of  the  church, 
and  to  ask  me  lo  unite  with  the  church ;  they  said  they  had  watched  my  course,  that 
they  had  nothing  to  complain  of;  that  I  was  a  consistent  Christian  mau  from  all  they 
could  see;  and  they  asked  me  to  unite  with  them  and  to  attend  the  church,  and 
wanted  that  I  should  drop  the  whole  thin^.  I  did  not  do  it.  I  was  married  at  little 
over  a  vear  ago ;  my  wife  was  also  a  Baptist;  when  I  returned  with  my  wife  they  ap- 
pointed another  committee  to  wait  on  us  and  ask  myself  and  wife  to  unite  with  that 
church.  We  went  to  the  church,  hired  a  pew,  and  we  have  attended  there  regularly 
since,  but  we  have  not  united  with  the  church.  I  state  that  to  show  that  they  recon- 
sidered their  opposition  upon  the  matter  ;  that  it  was  nothing  I  had  done  in  the  com- 
munity to  make  them  complain  of  me. 

QuesHoH.  In  aU  this  they  made  no  objection  to  your  character  as  a  Christian  man  f 

Ansicer.  None  at  all ;  if  they  had,  they  would  not  have  asked  me  to  unite  with  them 
afterward. 

Queation.  This  last  invitation  was  within  the  last  year  T 

Answer.  It  was  in  April,  May,  or  June— probably  May  or  June— 1870,  that  they  came 
to  me. 

Question.  A  little  more  than  a  year  ago  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  I  hired  a  pew  in  the  church  and  have  gone  there  regularly  since 
then. 

Question,  Yon  have  been  a  regular  attendant  upon  the  church  t 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  a  regular  attendant ;  and  I  have  subscribed  to  the  church. 

Question.  Have  you  ceased  to  carry  on  your  plantation  f 

Answer.  I  gave  that  up  in  the  commencement  of  1867 ;  I  sold  out  entirely. 

Question,  You  only  carried  it  on  for  two  years  ? 

Answer.  Yes.  sir;  1865  and  1866  ended  my  planting  operations  in  that  county. 

Question.  After  that  did  you  live  iu  the  town  of  Abenleen  f 

Answer.  After  I  went  back  as  assistant  assessor  I  lived  iu  the  town  of  Aberdeen. 
After  I  went  to  Aberdeen  as  a  revenue  officer,  nothing  transpired  at  all  in  a  political 
way.  We  have  had  several  elections  there ;  I  was  a  republican  and  known  to  be,  and 
1  was  a  sheriff  during  the  election  under  General  Ames.  They  got  into  a  bad  muddle 
there,  and  asked  me  to  take  the  office  of  sheriif  and  get  them  out  of  it,  and  hold  the 
election.    The  democrats  were  as  pleased  with  it  as  the  republicans. 

Question.  How  long  did  you  hold  that  office  ? 

Answer.  About  six  weeks  only. 

Question,  Just  for  the  election  1 

Ansicer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Was  there  any  complaint  by  anybody  of  the  manner  in  which  you  admin* 
istered  the  office  of  sheriff  t 

Answer,  No,  sir :  not  at  cdl. 

Question.  Was  tno  election  quiet  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  aud  the  wealthiest  democrats  in  ihe  county  went  on  my  bond ; 
there  was  no  trouble  at  the  election. 

Question.  The  election  was  quiet  and  peaceable  T 

Answer,  Very  quiet ;  I  never  saw  a  more  quiet  election  in  the  North. 
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Queslum.  When  was  that  election  T 

Answer.  In  November,  11^9. 

Question.  Did  yon  so  about  in  any  of  these  five  counties  in  your  district  f 

j^tiswer.  Yes,  sir.  I  only  had  two  counties  at  first,  Monroe  and  Itawamba ;  there  were 
three  other  counties  added  to  them  about  December,  1870. 

Question.  Those  two  counties  composed  your  district  when  you  first  went  there  T 

Ansicei\  Yes,  sir.  I  went  through  them  as  much  and  as  thoroughly  as  any  assistant 
assessor  probably  could  do ;  I  visit«d  all  portions  of  them,  and  made  my  assessmenta. 

Question,  What  counties  were  added  to  your  district? 

Answer.  Prentiss,  Alcorn,  and  Tishemingo. 

Question.  When  were  they  added  ? 

Answer.  About  December,  1870,  or  January.  1871 ;  just  about  the  commencement  of 
the  year ;  I  think  in  December. 

Question.  You  went  about  in  those  two  counties  in  the  performance  of  your  duty  as 
assessor? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  went  thoroughly  among  the  people,  and  was  as  much  among 
them  as  any  one,  probably,  th&b  lived  in  the  counties;  my  duties  called  me  there. 

Question.  Did  you  have  any  difficulty  ? 

Answer.  I  had  some  difficulty  in  Aberdeen  in  regard  to  the  assessment  of  taxes,  but 
not  more  than  any  other  assistant  assessor  would  have  had,  perhaps ;  I  had  some  diffi- 
culty with  some  liquor-dealers,  or  something  of  that  sort. 

Question.  Nothing  unusual  ? 

Answer.  No,  air. 

Question.  Did  any  quarrel  grow  out  of  that  f 

Anstcer.  Well,  one  case  was  so  bitter  that  they  did  quarrel  with  me;  a  large  lawsuit 
grew  out  of  it  in  the  town,  and  threats  were  m%de  against  me. 

By  Mr.  Blaib  : 
Question.  What  was  the  lawsuit  ? 

Answer.  It  was  a  case  in  the  revenue  service ;  I  assessed  a  man  as  a  "wholesale  liquor- 
dealer  ;  he  refused  to  make  his  returns,  and  I  assessed  him. 

By  the  Chaikman,  (Mr.  Polanb  :) 

Question.  He  claimed  that  he  was  not  liable  to  the  tax  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  and  I  claimed  that  he  was. 

Question.  You  assessed  him  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  was  ordered  to  make  the  assessments,  and  I  had  to  bear  the  brunt 
of  it. 

Question.  There  was  a  suit  about  that  f 

Atiswer.  Yes,  sir;  it  is  in  the  United  States  court  now. 

Question.  It  is  now  pending  ? 

Answer.  Y'es,  sir. 

Question.  The  suit  was  whether  he  was  liable  or  not  ? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  whether  he  was  liable  or  not  was  the  real  question. 

Question.  That  was  in  the  town  of  Aberdeen  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  After  those  three  counties  were  added  to  your  district,  did  you  go  about  in 
those  counties  ? 

Answer,  I  never  did.  They  were  added  at  a  late  season  in  the  year,  and  most  of  the 
assessments  had  been  made.  I  should  not  have  gone  into  them  until  the  regular 
annual  return  came  on,  which  was  in  March. 

Question.  You  had  no  occasion  to  go  into  them  f 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  The  time  had  not  come  for  making  assessments  f 

Answer.  No,  sir.  I  have  since  been  in  them.  In  June  I  made  all  the  assessments  in 
those  counties. 

Question,  Did  you  have  any  difficulty  in  making  assessments  in  those  counties  f 

Answer.  I  had  United  States  troops  with  mo  aU  the  time ;  I  do  not  pretend  to  go 
without  them  when  I  go  about  much.  The  first  troubles  that  commenced  in  our  sec- 
tion, with  the  Ku-Klnx,  were  in  August,  1870.  A  band  of  fifty  masked  men  went  to 
the  jail,  which  is  seven  miles  from  Aberdeen,  and  took  from  there  three  colored  men — 
Saunders  Flint  and  his  two  sons,  who  were  grown.  Saunders  FUnt,  the  old  man,  got 
away  from  them. 

Question.  What  were  they  in  jail  for  ? 

Anstcer.  They  had  had  a  difficulty  in  the  county  with  three  white  men,  and  had  come 
to  blows;  they  were  taken  before  the  justice  of  the  peace,  and  these  colored  men  were 
placed  in  the  jail ;  their  bond  was  fixed  at  $500,  and  they  could  not  give  it,  and  were 
placed  in  jail. 

Question.  Bound  over  for  trial  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  On  a  charge  of  assault  and  battery  f 
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AMwer,  I  suppose  so;  I  do  not  know ;  it  was  merely  a  fight  between  the  men. 

Question.  Was  anybody  killed  ?  • 

Answer.  No  one  was  injured  at  all,  only  broken  heads ;  no  one  was  killed.  The  old 
man  escaped ;  as  they  were  riding  along  he  slipped  off  and  got  into  the  woods. 

Question.  As  they  were  taking  tiiem  from  the  Jail  T 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.    These  fifty  masked  men  went  to  the  jail  and  took  them  out,  and 
the  old  man  escaped.    The  others  wo  did  not  find  for  some  ten  days ;  it  was  very 
*varm  weather,  and  when  we  found  them  they  were  very  much  decomposed.    We 
found  them  some  twelve  miles  from  there.    They  had  been  shot  and  killed ;  we  exam 
ined  them  as  far  as  we  could. 

Question.  You  found  thorn  twelve  miles  from  the  jail  1 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  That  was  the  first  Ku-Klux  outrage,  and  it  scared  the  people  gen* 
erally.  The  trial  in  that  case  came  on  directly ;  the  old  man  recognized  five  of  the 
persons ;  he  got  away  and  came  to  Aberdeen.  Then  two  of  the  men,  who  were  in  jail 
at  the  time,  recognized  some  three  persons. 

Question.  Three  other  persons  T 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  three  of  the  same.  Those  three  were  arrested  and  tried.  Well,  I 
tbink  that  their  cases  were  dismissed  in  January  ;  that  is,  they  had  all  Ku-Klux  men 
in  sympathy  with  them  on  the  jury. 

Question.  Were  they  tried  in  court  T 

Answer.  They  were  tried  in  the  circuit  court  of  the  coimty. 

By  Mr.  Pool: 
Question.  Was  it  a  State  court  T 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  a  State  court.  I  tbink  thev  were  dismissed  in  January,  but  I  am 
not  positive  of  that ;  it  was  the  court  before  February. 

By  the  Chairman,  (Mr.  Poland  :) 

Question.  On  what  ground  were  they  acquitted  t 

Answer.  Well,  sir,  I  cannot  tell  you.  I  heard  the  evidence  myself;  it  was  as  positive 
as  men  could  swear ;  they  swore  tney  knew  them  and  recognizeid'them.  Old  man  Flint 
said  that  they  were  his  neighbors,  and  he  knew  them  ;  but  the  jury-men  were  all  men 
in  sympathy  with  them. 

Question.  Was  there  an  attempt  to  prove  an  alibi  f 

Answer.  O,  yes,  sir;  and  they  dismissed  them ;  they  did  not  find  them  guilty  of  any- 
thing at  all.  Then  the  republicans  and  all  the  rest  were  asked  to  give  something  to 
pay  the  lawyer's  fees  for  defending  them ;  I  was  asked  that  myself.  The  release  ot 
these  persons  in  January  emboldened  the  Ku-Klnx.  Everything  had  been  compara- 
tively quiet  until  that  time. 

Question.  This  first  transaction,  the  taking  of  the  men  out  of  jail  and  shooting  them, 
^as  in  August,  was  it  T 

Ansufer.  That  was  in  August,  1870 ;  but  the  trials  were  really  not  concluded  until 
about  January. 

Question.  The  trials  of  the  men  for  doing  that  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.    In  February  our  real  tribulations  with  the  Ku-Klux  commenced. 

Question.  Saunders  Flint  was  the  name  of  the  old  man  1 

Answer,  Yes,  sir.  Joe  Flint  was  the  name  of  one  of  the  two  who  were  killed :  I  do 
not  remember  the  name  of  the  other.  On  the  1st  of  February  a  party  of  armed  men 
went  about  i^ve  miles  north  of  Aberdeen  and  took  Alfred  Whitfield,  a  colored  man,  and 
whipped  him  until  be  would  say  that  he  would  vote  the  democratic  ticket ;  I  do  not 
know  how  many  lashes  they  gave  him ;  I  saw  the  man  himself  afterward,  and  he  told 
me  the  circumstance. 

Question.  Was  he  severely  beaten  T 

Answer.  He  was  very  badly  beaten ;  his  back  was  badly  pounded  up.  On  the  3d  of 
February  au  old  freedman,  whose  name  I  do  not  now  remember,  was  beaten  by  the 
same  parties,  and  in  about  the  same  way ;  he  was  not  made  to  promise  to  vote  the 
democratic  ticket. 

Question.  Where  does  he  live  1 

Answer.  He  lives  near  the  Lee  County  line,  in  the  northern  part  of  the  county. 

By  Mr.  Pool  : 
Question.  Were  they  disguised  men  that  did  this  ? 
Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  all  the  cases  I  will  now  give  you  were  by  men  in  uniform. 

By  the  Chairman,  (Mr.  Poland  :) 
Question.  They  were  all  regular  Kn-Klnx  performances,  as  you  understood  f 
Answer.  Yes,  sir.    On  the  lOth  of  February  they  went  on  the  other  side  of  the  river. 

By  Mr.  Beck  : 
Qitestion.  Tell  us  when  you  got  the  stories  from  the  negroes  themselves  and  when 
you  got  them  from  other  people. 
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Answer.  Tell  who  I  beard  them  from  f 
Qnesiion,  Tell  who  you  Iiearil  them  from. 
Annper.  Yes,  sir. 

By  the  Chairman,  (Mr.  Poland  :) 

Question,  In  all  the  cuF^/b  you  have  given  yon  ohtained  the  information  from  the  par- 
ties themselves  f 

Anincer.  Yes,  sir. 

Qu€»iion.  Did  yon  obtain  the  same  information  from  anybody  else  f 

Ansvcer,  In  the  case  of  Alfred  Whitlield  I  heard  it  fh)m  white  people  in  the  neighbor- 
hood, and  I  saw  the  back  of  Alfred  Whitfield  mj'self. 

Question.  He  had  something  to  show  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  On  the  10th  of  February  Jack  Dupree,  who  waa  the  president  of 
'  one  of  the  republican  clubs  in  the  county 

Question.  Where  did  he  live  T 

Answer.  Near  Ross's  mill. 

Question.  How  far  from  Aberdeen  T 

Answer,  Some  eight  or  ten  miles. 

Question.  Which  wa^  f 

Answer.  Southeast  trom  Aberdeen,  and  across  the  river  Tombigbee.  Some  sixty  dis- 
gnised  men  took  him  from  his  house,  and  from  his  wife,  who  had  been  confined  not  two 
weeks  before  with  twius,  aud  who  had  a  child  about  a  year  old  beside,  (there  were 
three  small  childreu ;)  they  took  him  from  his  bed,  took  him  out  into  the  yard,  stripped 
him  of  his  shirt  and  drawers,  all  the  clothing  he  had  on,  and  beat  him  there  in  the 
yard.  They  then  took  him  some  five  miles,  making  him  walk  part  of  the  way,  and  part 
of  the  way  allowing  him  to  ride  one  of  their  horses ;  took  him  into  the  woods  some  dis- 
tance and  beat  him  until  he  was  nearly  dead,  as  a  witness  stated  at  the  Oxford  coort : 
they  then  cut  him  oiieu  from  the  throat  to  the  straddle,  took  out  all  his  insides,  and 
then  threw  his  body  into  McKinley's  Creek,  that  runs  near  Ross's  mill.  His  body  never 
has  been  found.  I  was  iM;nt  there  myself  by  the  judge  of  the  court.  The  man  who 
went  with  me  did  not  know  there  was  a  stream  near  there,  but  he  took  me  to  a  place 
where  their  horses  were  held,  and  he  stated  that  they  came  back  and  told  him  that  he 
was  cut  open  entirely,  aud  his  heart  and  insides  all  taken  out. 

Question.  Who  told  you  thisT 

Answer.  The  witness  who  turned  States'  evidence  at  Oxford. 

Question.  Was  he  one  of  the  party  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  he  held  the  horses  and  heard  the  cries  of  the  man.  They  came 
back  and  told  him  that  they  had  cut  him  oocn  and  taken  his  insides  oat. 

By  Mr.  Beck  : 
Question.  Who  was  that  witness  T 
Answer.  Joseph  Davis. 

By  the  Chaikman,  (Mr.  Poland  :) 

Question.  Did  you  know  the  colored  man  f 

Answer.  Do  you  mean  the  man  who  was  killed? 

Question.  Yes. 

Answer.  I  knew  him  very  well. 

Question.  Was  he  a  respectable  man  T 

Answer.  Ho  was  a  leading  man  in  the  neighborhood,  and  was  a  respectable  man 
among  them.  Ho  was  a  man  who  drank  some  whisky,  and  I  had  heard  before  that  he 
was  rather  a  boisterous  man ;  but  he  was  a  man  who  was  trusted  as  president  of  a  club, 
and  was  a  leading  man  among  them. 

Questi4m.  Did  you  ever  hear  him  charged  with  having  committed  any  offense  or 
crime? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  not  at  all ;  nothing  of  the  sort. 

Question.  Is  it  claimed  that  ho  had  been  guilty  of  any  crime? 

Answer.  No,  sir;  not  of  any  crime  or  of  any  offense,  only  that  he  was  boisteroQ& 

Question.  He  was  rather  a  noisy  republican  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  a  noisy  republicau,  and  would  speak  his  mind.  On  the  9th  of  March  I 
weut  into  that  same  ueighlx>rhood  myself,  and  visited  the  place  where  Jack  Dupree 
was  killed.  Ou  tbe  8th  of  March  I  went  to  the  house  of  a  man  named  Lafayette  WiUits 
a  large  planter  in  the  neighborhood,  and  staid  at  his  house  over  night. 

Question.  You  weut  there  on  your  business  as  assessor? 

Atuncer.  Ou  busiuess  as  assessor,  and  also  as  school  superintendent.  I  visited  seTeral 
schools  that  day.  and  also  made  assessments  for  internal  revenue ;  I  did  both ;  where 
I  went  iuto  a  neighborhood  where  that  was  to  be  done,  I  did  it,  for  I  was  then  making 
up  my  aunual  li»t.  I  weut  there  on  the  8th  of  March,  and  on  the  9th  I  made  some 
assessuients. 

Question.  To  whose  house  did  you  go? 

Answer.  I  weut  to  the  house  of  iKi.  George  R.  Ross ;  I  met  him  at  a  school,  and  be 
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invited  me  to  go  home  and  stay  with  him  that  ni^ht ;  I  had  known  him  before.  On 
the  night  of  the  8th  I  staid  at  Mr.  Willis's,  three  miles  from  Ross's  mill. 

QuettUm,  And  on  the  night  of  the  9th  you  went  to  Ross's  and  staid  T 

Ansuser,  Yes,  sir.  There  was  a  great  deal  said ;  I  was  with  the  Ku-Klux  some  three- 
quarters  of  an  hour,  I  suppose.  I  would  like  Just  to  state  the  conversation  as  it  oc> 
cnrred,  or  you  can  question  me. 

Question,  State  the  transaction  fully ;  bc^n  and  give  us  the  whole  of  it. 

Answer,  I  was  warned  during  the  day  oi  the  9th  that  the  Ku-Elux  had  been  rid  in*; 
the  night  before  for  me.  It  was  very  stormy,  and  the  wind  was  very  high,  and  it  had 
rained  very  hard  on  the  night  of  the  8th.  A  colored  man,  knowing  that  I  was  there, 
came  to  me  the  next  day  and  told  me  that  some  Ku-Klux  bad  been  out,  and  that  some 
colored  men  had  seen  them ;  that  they  had  been  at  Mark  Troup's  place,  where  they  had 
understood  I  was  to  stay.  The  colored  men  asked  me  to  go  out  of  the  country,  for  they 
knew  that  the  Ku-Klux  would  get  me  if  they  could.  I  laughed  at  their  fears,  and  had 
no  idea  that  they  would  attack  a  United  States  officer.  During  the  day  I  attende<l  to 
my  duties :  and  at  9  o'clock  that  night  I  was  in  bed  at  Mr.  Rosses  house.  At  10  o'clock 
I  was  awakened  by  a  loud  call  out  of  doors  upon  Mr.  Ross  for  ''  the  man  who  was  in  the 
house."  I  stepped  to  my  window,  which  was  on  the  ground  fl(K)r,  and  saw  that  the 
premises  were  completely  covered  with  men  dressed  in  white ;  I  know  then  I  was  with 
the  Ku-Klux.  Mr.  Ross  had  by  this  time  come  out  onto  the  porch.  On  their  demanding 
me,  he  came  to  the  door  of  my  room,  which  opened  on  the  porch,  and  told  me  that  his 
premises  were  literally  covered  with  men  demanding  me;  that  they  were  Ku-Klux,  and 
that  they  wanted  me  to  come  out.  I  told  him  I  would  not  go  out.  I  then  stopped 
where  I  could  see  the  men ;  I  opened  the  door  myself,  and  8too<l  where  I  con  Id  see  them. 
I  asked  them  if  it  was  me  they  wanted,  and  what  they  wanted  of  roe.  They  answered 
that  their  business  was  with  me  altogether ;  that  they  were  Kn-KIux,  or  the  law-makers 
of  that  country,  and  that  they  wanted  to  talk  with  me.  They  told  me  that  at  a  regu- 
lar meeting  of  their  camp  my  case  had  been  under  consideration,  and  that  they  had 
certain  warnings  which  it  was  necessary  for  them  to  give  m^.  They  said  that  as  I  was 
in  their  power,  like  all  other  men,  I  must  obey  and  come  out.  I  told  them  that  I  did 
not  recognize  their  power  over  me,  and  that  under  no  circumstances  would  I  venture 
out ;  that  I  had  heard  of  the  Ku  Klax  before,  and  knew  of  their  deeds,  but  had  thought 
1  was  safe  from  them.  I  told  them,  then,  that  if  I  could  do  anything  to  hasten 
their  departure,  to  get  them  away  from  the  house,  I  would  do  so,  as  the  family  waa 
scared ;  that  if  they  had  any  warnings  to  give  me  I  would  liear  them,  and  then  do  just 
as  1  chose  about  obeying  them.  They  answered  that  they  could  not  do  that,  that  it 
was  against  the  rules  of  their  camp  to  give  their  warnings  in  the  presence  of  women 
and  children.  I  told  them  that  that  being  the  case,  it  was  useless  to  argue  any  further, 
that  1  would  not  go  out.  I  then  stepped  inside  and  shut  my  door.  They  then  became 
very  furious,  and  ordered  Mr.  Ross  to  bring  me  out :  told  him  that  ho  was  as  much 
under  their  orders  as  I  was ;  that  he  uiust  understand  that  they  made  the  laws  there, 
and  that  he  must  obey  them  as  well  as  myself.  They  then  told  him  that  if  he  would 
not  bring  me  out,  to  place  a  light  in  my  room ;  1  supposed,  of  course,  that  they 
wanted  to  see  through  the  window  and  shoot  me  probably.  They  found  that  all  their 
threats,  d^.,  were  useless  in  that  way,  and  then  they  went  off  in  one  comer  of  the  yard 
and  consulted.  After  a  time  they  came  back  with  a  terrible  whoop,  saying  they  would 
burn  the  house.  I  saw  them  light  a  fire,  as  I  supposed  for  the  purpose  of  kindling  a  fire 
at  the  house,  and  they  went  on  the  other  side  of  the  house  out  of  my  sight ;  I  cannot 
say  what  they  did  there. 

Question,  You  saw  the  light  f 

Answer,  I  saw  the  light  of  the  fire  they  kindled.  Mr.  Ross  came  to  me  then  and 
asked  me  to  leave  the  house ;  said  that  his  family  was  frightened ;  that  his  wife  was  in 
spasms;  that  his  children  were  terribly  frightened ;  and  he  asked  me  to  leave  the  house 
for  his  family's  sake.  I  told  him  to  quiet  his  family's  fears,  that  I  would  certainly  save 
his  house,  that  I  would  not  let  them  go  to  that  extent.  He  said,  ^*  These  men  are  des- 
perate men,  and  I  wish  you  would  try  to  make  terms  with  them,  because  I  don't  want 
anything  like  death  to  happen  here  if  it  can  be  helped."  Mr.  Ross  said  that  to  me.  I 
then  stepped  to  the  door  again,  and  opened  it,  and  asked  them  if  they  would  mako  mo 
any  promise.  They  said  they  merely  wautetl  to  talk  with  me.  1  asked  them  what 
promises  or  pledges  they  would  make;  they  said  they  would  pledge  me  that  I  should 
not  be  injured  in  any  way  at  all ;  that  they  would  not  only  pledge  me  that,  but  they 
would  pledge  Mr.  Ross ;  that  all  they  wanted  was  merely  to  give  me  the  warnings  they 
had  been  directed  to  give  me ;  that  that  was  all  they  had  to  do  with  me  at  that  time , 
.that  their  decree  did  not  go  any  further  than  that.  I  asked  them  to  give  their  pledges 
to  &Ir.  Ross  and  to  give  me  assurances  that  I  would  not  be  injured.  They  said,  '*  ^oc 
:a  hair  of  your  head  shall  be  ii^ured ;  we  are  now  as  anxious  as  you  are  to  get  through 
this  business,  and  let  the  fears  on  the  part  of  the  family  cease."  I  had  not  much  con- 
fidence in  their  promises  aud  assurances;  I  knew  what  kind  of  men  they  were.  But 
I  am  satisfied  now  that  my  parleying  with  them  and  their  pledges  did  really  save  my 
life ;  I  am  satisfied  of  that  from  what  I  have  heard  since  from  those  who  knew  the  Ku- 
Klux  and  their  mode  of  operation. 
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By  Mr.  Pool  : 

^uettian.  Was  Mr.  Ross  a  republican  f 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  one  of  his  sons  is  now  arrested  as  a  murderer  in  one  of  these  < 

QueatUm.  As  a  Ku-Klux  T 

An8wer,  Yes,  sir.  I  told  them  that  if  they  would  promise  me  all  that,  and  pledge 
Mr.  Boss,  then  if  they  wonld  go  out  of  the  yard,  I  would  go  down  to  the  fence  and  talk  with 
them  and  hear  their  warning,  if  they  could  gire  it  to  me  there.  They  agreed  to  it  very 
heartily,  and  all  hurrahed, ''  Let's  go  out  of  the  gate.''  As  they  passed  out  of  the  gate 
I  numbered  them  hastily ;  there  were  about  one  hundred  in  the  yard  at  the  time,  very 
nearly  a  hundred  went  out. 

By  the  Chairman,  (Mr.  Poland  :) 

•  QueatUm,  Were  all  in  the  yard,  or  were  more  outside  f 

Answer,  There  were  about  twenty  who  came  up  afterward  to  the  hoiBes ;  there  were 
one  hundred  and  twenty  in  the  crowd  altogether,  as  I  numbered  them.  The  gate  was 
closed,  and  I  went  down  to  the  fence.  The  night  was  as  bright  as  a  moonlight  night 
can  well  be.  I  looked  at  my  watch,  and  I  had  no  difficulty  in  telling  the  position  of 
the  hiuids  of  my  watch.  When  I  got  down  to  the  fence  I  asked  the  cnief  if  he  woald 
now  state  my  little  bit  of  warning,  that  I  wanted  to  hear  it  and  be  gone.  He  said  the 
decree  of  the  camp  was  that  I  should  leave  the  county  within  ten  days,  and  leave  the 
State ;  that  I  could  not  stay  there.  Ho  then  gave  me  the  decree,  pronounced  it  out  in 
a  very  pompous  manner,  and  said  it  was  given  at  a  certain  place,  and  registered  in 
some  comer  of  hell ;  I  never  did  get  the  name  exactly. 

QuestioH,  The  location  of  the  register's  office  there  you  do  not  remember? 

Answer.  No,  sir,  I  do  not  remember.  He  told  me  that  the  rule  of  the  camp  was,  first, 
to  g|ive  the  warning ;  second,  to  enforce  obedience  to  their  laws  by  whipping ;  third, 
to  £l11  by  the  Klan  altogether  ;  and,  fourth,  if  that  was  not  done,  and  if  the  one  who 
was  warned  still  refused  to  obey,  then  they  were  sworn  to  kill  him,  either  privately, 
by  assassination,  or  otherwise.  I  was  then  warned  again  that  I  would  have  to  go,  tha& 
I  could  not  stay  there,  that  there  was  no  such  thing  as  getting  around  one  of  their 
decrees ;  that  if  I  undertook  to  stay  there  I  certainly  should  die.  They  repeated  again 
that  I  could  not  live  there  under  any  circumstances ;  they  gave  me  ten  days  to  go  away. 
They  said  that  during  that  time  I  must  relieve  them  from  all  the  taxes  of  the  county. 

QuesiUm.  From  the  United  SUtes  tax  T 

Answer,  Well,  sir,  everything ;  they  included  everything ;  they  said  the  taxes  of  the 
county.  I  reminded  them  that  I  could  not  possibly  be  held  in  any  way  responsible  for 
any  tax  except  the  revenue  tax  and  the  school  tax;  that  the  State  and  county  taxes 
really  amounted  to  three  times  all  the  other  taxes.  They  said  I  could  take  them  off, 
and  they  knew  it ;  that  I  bad  got  to  do  it,  and  to  promise  them  that  I  would  do  it.  I 
asked  them  if  the  tax  was  my  ofiense,  or  what  my  offense  was.  They  said  that  I  was 
collecting  obnoxious  taxes  from  southern  gentlemen  to  keep  damned  old  radicals  in 
office ;  that  they  wanted  me  to  understand  that  no  laws  should  be  enforced  in  that 
country  that  they  did  not  make  themselves ;  that  they  did  not  like  my  general  radical 
ways  a  bit ;  that  was  the  c\h>  ge  they  gave  against  me.  In  fact,  they  treated  me  very 
courteously,  except  the  beating  they  gave  me ;  but  otherwise  I  was  not  insnlted  or 
treated  imkindly  at  all. 

Question,  They  were  civil  in  their  manner  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  they  were  civil.  One  of  them  commenced  to  curse ;  he  began,  "  God 
^amn,"  and  was  going  to  say  something,  when  the  captain  stopped  him,  and  said  that  be 
dhould  not  do  that ;  that  all  the)  wanted  of  me  was  to  get  me  out  of  the  country ;  they 
said  they  did  not  like  my  radical  ^vays  anyway.  I  asked  them  if  their  operations  were 
against  the  radical  party ;  they  asrA  they  were ;  that  they  had  suffered  and  endured 
the  radical  sway  as  long  as  they  could ;  that  the  radicals  had  oppressed  them  with  tax 
ation ;  that  they  were  oppressing  them  all  the  time,  and  that  I  was  the  instrument  of 
collecting  the  taxes ;  that  they  had  stood  it  just  as  long  as  they  could,  and  that  this 
was  their  way  of  getting  rid  of  it :  that  they  were  bound  to  rid  themselves  of  radicals, 
or  else  kill  them,  or  if  it  took  the  killing  of  them,  or  something  to  that  effect.  There 
was  a  colored  school  and  a  white  school  in  the  neighborhood,  f  knew  most  of  the  men 
there  were  from  that  neighborhood ;  I  asked  them  with  reference  to  Mr.  Davis's  school ; 
that  was  the  white  school,  where  I  supposed  the  most  of  their  children  were  attending ; 
I  asked  them  if  they  were  not  satistied  with  his  school;  they  said,  "No;"  that  they 
liked  Davis  well  enough  as  a  teacher,  but  that  they  were  opposed  to  the  free-school 
system  entirely ;  that  the  whites  could  do  as  they  had  always  done  before ;  that  they 
could  educate  their  own  children ;  that  so  far  as  the  negroes  were  concerned,  they  did 
not  need  educating,  only  to  work.  They  said  they  had  no  objection  to  Davis  at  aU, 
but  that  they  could  manage  their  own  afiairs  without  the  State  or  the  United  States 
sending  such  as  I  was  there  to  educate  their  children,  and  at  the  same  time  to  educate 
the  negroes  too.  After  the  conversation  on  the  school  subject  closed,  one  of  them  said, 
•*  Well,  sir,  what  do  yon  say  to  our  warning  T  Will  you  leave  f '  I  told  them  I  shonld 
leave  Monroe  County  at  my  nlca^nre,  and  not  until  I  got  ready.    The  captain  li-m  said 
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to  me,  "  Sir,  you  say  you  will  not  leave ;  you  will  not  obey  our  warning."  I  said  I 
wonhi  not  obey  ;  that  I  would  leave  when  I  got  ready,  and  not  before;  that  I  wonld 
not  be  driven  from  any  place.  The  gate  was  then  thrown  open,  and  the  fence  waa 
climbed  by  twenty  men  in  a  moment.  I  was  surrounded  and  disarmed;  the  pistol 
that  I  had  hail  until  that  time  was  taken  awaj'.  They  then  took  me  between  an  eighth 
and  a  quarter  of  a  mile  down  the  road,  and  came  to  a  hill,  where  they  stopped;  thej^ 
they  then  aske<l  me  if  I  was  stHl  of  the  same  opinion — that  I  would  not  leave  tho 
country;  I  tohl  them  I  was;  that  I  would  not  leave.  I  reasoned  with  them  a  little;  I 
told  them  1  was  like  every  other  man;  that  all  I  had  was  there;  that  this  was  a 
very  sudden  thing,  and  that  I  would  rather  die  than  say  that  ;^that  I  would  not  say  it 
under  any  circumstances.  They  said  they  should  hate  very  much  to  interfere  witii  me ; 
that  tlit'V  had  made  ]>romises  to  Mr.  Kohs  and  myself;  that  I  had  really  not  l)een  ob- 
noxious to  them  only  in  the  tax  hue,  and  that  they  would  not  like  to  interfere  with 
me,  for  they  counted  me  as  a  gentleman  ;  that  they  did  not  want  to  interfere  with  me 
at  all ;  that  all  they  wanteil  was  to  get  rid  of  me  from  the  county  and  from  the  State ; 
that  J  could  not  stay  tiiere.  They  then  said,  "You  cannot  stay  at  Jackson  ;  you  must 
lejive  the  State."  Mr.  Koss  saw  that  they  really  intended  to  treat  me  badly. 
Qutsfimt.  Was  Mr.  Ross  along  f 

J«winr.  He  was  along;  he  went  with  me.     He  said,  "Remember  your  promise;  yon 

mu.st  not  <Io  anything  to  harm  the  man  at  all;  your  promise  is  out."    After  tiiey  had 

said  that  th»\y  remembered  their  promise,  I  warned  them  to  beware  what  tlu\v  did, 

aiul  told  them  that  I  never  would  let  go  of  them  ;  that  if  they  left  me  alive  1  would 

certainly  do  what  1  could  ;  that  I  was  a  Unite<l  States  ofBcer,  and  would  not  take  any 

siU'h  treatment  without  doing  what  I  could  to  get  redress;  tliat  it  was  not  safe  for 

them  to  do  what  they  were  doing.    They  ordered  me  to  take  olF  my  coat,  which  I  refused 

to  do;  they  then  took  it  oti*  by  force.    After  that  they  asked  it  I  consented  to  leave, 

and  I  still  relus<'d.     They  said  that  if  I  would  ))romise  them,  I  should  go  back  to  my 

be<l  and  jsleep  (piietly,  and  they  wouhl  all  go  on  home ;  they  really  urged  in  every  way 

that  it  was  possible  for  men  to  do  to  get  me  to  promise  to  leave  the  county  and  tho 

Staie  without  anj'  violence.    They  then  showed  me  a  rope  with  a  noose,  and  said  that 

was  for  such  as  myself  who  were  stuoboru ;  that  if  I  did  not  consent  to  leave  I  should 

(i'u\  that  dead  men  told  no  tales.    At  this  time  I  saw  a  man  coming  from  toward  tho 

hoFMS,  lioni  where  I   then  supposed,  and  whore   I  afterward  knew  the  horses  were; 

he  hud  a  .stirrup-strap  sonu?  inch  and  a  quarter  in  width,  and  at  least  an  eighth  of  an 

inch  thick  ;  it  was  very  stout  leather;  the  stirrup  was  a  wooden  one.    As  he  came  up 

he  threw  <lowTi  the  wooden  stirrup  aiid  came  on  toward  lue,  and  I  saw  that  he  was 

intending  to  hit  me  with  the  strap,  that  that  was  the  weapon  they  intended   to  use 

tir^t.     He  caine  on,  and  without  further  ceremony  at  all — I  was  in  my  shirt  sleeves — 

he  struck  mo  two  blows,  calling  out,  '  One,  two,"  and  said,  *'Now,  boys,  count."    They 

counteil  every  lasli  they  gave  me.     The  tirst  man  gave  mo  ten  blows  himself,  standing 

on  my  left  bide,  striking  over  my  left  arm  and  on  my  back;  the  next  one  gave  nit^  live 

blows.     Tlu'u  a  fresh  hand  took  it  and  gave  me  ten  blows;  that  made  tweuty-tive. 

They  then  stojjped,  and  asked  me  again  if  1  would  leave  the  county.     I  still  refused, 

and  told  them  that  now  they  had  commenced  they  could  go  just  as  far  as  they  pleased  ; 

that  all  had  been  done  that  I  cared  for;  that  I  wouhl  as  s«Hm  die  then  as  to  take  what 

I  had  taken.     They  continued  to  strike  their  blows  on  my  back  in  the  same  way  until 

they  ha<l  reached  lifty.    None  of  them  struck  more  than  tnn  blows,  some  of  them  only 

three,  and  some  as  low  as  two.     They  said  they  all  wanted  to  get  a  chance  at  me ;  that 

I  was  stubborn,  and  just  such  a  man  as  they  liked  to  pound.     When  they  had  struck 

me  iifty  blows  they  stopped  again  and  asked  me  if  I  wouhl  leave;  I  told  them  I  would 

not.    Then  one  of  the  strongest  and  most  burly  in  the  crowd  took  tho  strap  himself 

and  gave  uio  twenty-live  blows  without  stopping;  that  made  seveuty-tive ;  1  heard 

them  s£iy,  ".Seventy-iive."    At  that  time  my  strength  gave  way  entirely;  I  grew  dizzy 

and  cold ;  I  asked  lor  my  coat ;  that  is  the  last  I  remember  for  several  minutes.    When 

I  recovered  myself  they  were  still  about  me;  I  was  standing;  I  do  not  think  I  had 

been  down  ;  they  must  have  held  me  up  all  the  time.     1  heard  them  say,  "  He  is  not 

dead  yet;  he  is  a  live  man  yet;  dead  men  tell  no  tales."     i3ut  still  they  all  seemed 

disposed,  as  I  thought,  to  let  me  go;  I  heard  no  threatening,  excejit  what  passed  a  few 

inomeuts  alterward.    They  all  passed  in  front  of  me,  or  a  great  number  of  them—I  will 

not  siiy  all — and  drew  their  jiistols  and  showed  them  to  mo;  they  t«»ld  me  that  if  1  was 

not  gone  within  ten  days  they  were  all  sworn  in  their  camp,  and  sworn  positively, 

that  they  wouhl  kill  me,  either  privately  or  publicly.    They  then  asked  me  where  my 

oflice  was  ;  1  told  them  my  office  was  at  the  court-house  in  Aberdeen.    They  saul  they 

would  kill  me  either  privately  or  publicly;  that  they  would  be  sure  to  do  it  if  1  did  not 

leave.    These  men  were  all  armed  with  the  same  style  of  pistol,  those  that  ))assed 

before  me ;  before  they  got  through  I  had  completely  recovered  my  senses,  and  1  noticed 

everything  particularly,  aud  saw  that  all  had  the  same  style  of  pistols,  what  appeared 

to  be  about  six-inch  revolvers.    Their  clothing  I  noticed  especially  ;  I  was  with  them 

a  long  time;  it  was  as  light  as  the  moon  could  make  it.    Their  clothing  was  all  of  the 

same  pattern  and  form ;  they  were  all  cut  and  made  garments.    Their  face-pieces  were 
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very  defective ;  if  I  had  known  the  men  personally,  I  could  have  recognized  nearly  all 
of  them.  I  did  recognize  several  of  them,  and  swore  against  some  at  the  Oxford 
court.  They  were  countrymen,  men  I  had  not  had  much  to  do  with.  If  I  had  known 
them.  1  could  have  recognized  twenty  persons,  at  least,  their  face-pieces  were  so  very 
defective. 

Question,  What  was  the  style  of  their  dress  f 

Anaicer,  The  gown  they  had  on  came  just  ahont  half  way  down  below  the  knee;  it 
was  cut  rather  like  a  tight  night-gown,  and  wjis  close  fitting  over  their  coats,  and 
slashed  up  on  each  side,  so  a«  to  allow  them  to  step  well.  There  was  a  band  around 
the  waist,  and  all  up  and  down,  in  front  of  their  gowns,  were  the  same  sort  of  buttons; 
that  struck  me  as  another  singular  thinp;  they  were  all  pearl  buttons.  Their  head- 
piece, the  front  part  of  it,  was  a  piece  of  cloth  rounded  to  a  point,  and  came  down  to 
about  the  pit  of  the  stomach,  long  enough  to  cover  the  beards  of  most  of  them ;  but  I 
saw  the  beards  of  several  of  them,  even  under  that,  those  who  had  long  beards.  lu 
these  face-pieces  were  largo  round  holes  for  the  eyes,  two  inches  across;  they  were 
very  large,  and,  in  fact,  in  one  instance,  the  face-piece  moved,  and  I  saw  and  recog- 
nized the  man  through  the  eye-holes ;  the  hole  for  the  mouth  in  the  face-piece  was  a 
very  large  hole.  Around  those  mouth-holes  and  eye-holes  were  rings  of  red,  to  make 
them  look  like  blood;  I  do  not  know  what  they  were  stained  with.  The  back  part  of 
the  head-piece,  when  placed  around  in  front,  came  down  just  over  the  eyebrows;  when 
riding,  or  not  at  their  work,  they  always  put  their  head-pieces  on  with  the  long  piece 
back,  and  the  back-piece  in  front,  in  order  to  give  them  unobstructed  view. 
QueHtion.  This  piece  which  hung  down  before  the  face  was  attached  to  the  cap  ? 

jR9tctr,  Yes,  sir;  it  was  all  in  one  piece.  They  could  turn  it  around,  and  let  the 
long  round  piece  hang  down  behind  when  they  were  riding;  many  times  they  have 
been  seen  in  that  way  in  the  county. 

Question.  What  was  the  color  f 

^n^irer.  The  color  was  pure  white ;  there  was  no  difference  in  the  color. 

Question.  Cap  and  gown  both  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  One  of  them  stepped  up  to  me  and  asked  me,  **  What  do  yon  think 
of  domestic;  don't  you  think  it  right  cheap T''  and  he  took  hold  of  his  garment,  and 
unbuckled  the  belt,  and  I  observed  as  cloeely  as  I  could  how  the  gown  was  made. 
He  said,  "  What  do  you  think  of  domestic ;  don't  you  think  it  right  cheap  f  I  suppose 
he  meant  to  refer  to  the  great  quantity  which  they  had  in  use.  The  Kn-Klux  then  left 
Die,  and  went  off  as  if  they  had  been  stealing  sheep;  they  were  very  down  aI>out  it ;  I 
do  not  think  they  felt  as  if  they  had  accomplished  wliat  they  intended.  When  th(*y 
went  away,  they  really  slunk  away ;  they  showed  no  further  dis]K>sition  to  insult  me, 
or  to  do  anything  to  ine ;  they  left  me  there  alone  on  the  hill  with  Mr.  Ross.  Mr.  Ri»ss 
was  present  all  the  time,  and  he  can  t«ll  as  straight  a  story,  I  presume,  as  I  can  iu 
regard  to  this  whole  matter ;  if  any  question  should  come  up,  he  would  be  a  gooil  wit- 
ness. He  waa  not  a  friend  of  mine  at  all — not  a  political  friend ;  I  staid  at  his  house, 
and  paid  him  for  staying  there ;  when  I  staid  anywhere  in  the  county,  I  usually  paid 
tor  it. 

Question.  Yon  say  yon  recognized  several  of  these  men  ? 

Answer.  I  recognized  two  of  them  in  the  crowd,  and  they  are  now  under  arrest. 

Question.  W^here  did  they  live  t 

Answer.  They  lived  in  that  immediate  neighborhood. 

Question.  Iu  the  neighborhood  where  you  then  weref 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Have  yon  any  objection  to  stating  their  names  ? 

Ansicer.  No,  sir ;  their  names  are  John  2S.  Roberts  and  John  Porter. 

Question.  What  sort  of  men  are  they  f 

An»wer.  Roberts  is  the  son  of  one  who  was  formerly  one  of  the  wealthiest  men  In  the 
neighborhood ;  I  suppose  young  Roberts  is  heir  to  a  plantation  of  eleven  hundred  or 
twelve  hundred  acres  of  improved  or  open  laud. 

Question.  Is  his  father  living  f 

Ansicer.  No,  sir ;  the  father  is  dead. 

Question.  How  old  is  young  Roberts  T 

Answer.  I  suppose  he  is  about  twenty-five  years  old.  I  knew  the  man  pretty  well, 
and  I  would  have  recognized  him  if  he  had  not  been  marked  iu  any  way ;  but  he  has 
a  large  red  scar  or  mark  on  his  neck,  which  runs  up  into  his  face,  a  red  place,  which  I 
suppose  he  has  had  from  birth. 

Question.  He  was  marked  so  that  you  recognized  him  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  I  knew  him  well.  Porter  is  a  man  of  poorer  family,  but  he  is  a 
respectable  man  in  the  neighborhood. 

Qtiestion.  Is  he  a  man  of  some  property  T 

Ansicer.  Yes,  sir;  a  small  property. 

Question.  How  old  a  man  is  he  f 

Answer.  I  think  he  is  about  the  same  age  as  the  other,  about  twenty-five  or  twenty- 
six  years  old. 
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Question,  Did  you  think  you  knew  others  of  them  ? 

Ansicer.  I  could  have  recognized  them  if  I  had  known  them  before ;  I  saw  their  faces 
well  enongh. 

Question.  They  were  strangers  to  yon  f 

AMnter.  Yes,  sir;  I  could  not  tell  who  they  were. 

Quattion.  Those  two  were  the  only  ones  that  you  recognized  so  as  to  feel  confideut  of 
thfm  and  to  be  able  to  swear  who  they  were  f 

AMstrer.  Yes,  sir. 

QHestioH.  Is  there  any  village  or  town  anywhere  near  there  f 

Anateer.  No,  sir ;  the'nearest  town  at  all  is  Aberdeen. 

By  Mr.  Pool  : 
QneatioH.  Did  Mr.  Ross  recognize  any  of  them  T 
Ahswer.  Well,  sir,  I  have  not  seen  Mr.  Ross  since  then. 
Question,  You  have  not  seen  him  since  f 

Atmcer,  He  was  very  badly  frightened  indeed,  and  would  say  nothing  at  all  to  me 
the  next  morning. 

By  the  Chairman,  (Mr.  Poland:) 

Question.  Is  it  an  ordinary  farming  country  about  there f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Then  such  a  number  of  men  as  were  in  that  party  must  have  been  gathered 
from  over  considerable  territory  T 

Answer.  They  live  very  densely  there,  except  a  few  who  live  in  the  fork  of  the  river, 
as  we  call  it.  You  go  out  some  five  miles  from  Ross's  mill  and  it  is  a  poor  country, 
where  the  people  live  very  thickly.  A  majority  of  the  men  were  within  probably  ten 
miles  of  the  place.  There  are  two  rivers  there  that  were  very  high  at  the  time;  I 
should  have  gone  on  to  Aberdeen  on  the  9th  if  it  hail  not  been  for  the  very  high 
water.  It  had  rained  on  the  8th,  and  the  rivers  were  very  high ;  I  probably  should 
have  gone  to  town  if  it  had  not  been  for  the  high  water.  The  Buttahatchie  is  a  very 
swift  stream,  and  the  Tombigbee  is  a  large  river  ac  that  point;  and  they  could  not 
conic  from  Alabama  or  from  other  parts  of  Mississippi  very  well  at  that  time. 

Question.  There  were  no  bridges  there  T 

Answer,  No,  sir;  only  ferries;  there  was  a  long  ferry  on  the  Buttahatchie,  three  or 
fonr  miles  across. 

Question.  You  think  these  men  must  have  all  lived  within  the  immediate  district 
about  there  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Have  you  stat«d  all  you  wish  to  state  about  that  occurrence  f 

Answer.  I  wish  to  state  one  thing  more  that  both  Mr.  Ross  and  myself  noticed. 
When  he  wanie<l  me  that  night,  he  said,  "These  men  are  not  drunk;  they  are  not  in 
whisky  at  all,  and  3'ou  had  better  sleep  in  the  gin-house ;  if  the}'  go  now  and  get 
drunk  and  come  back,  they  will  kill  you  sure  enough.'' 

Question.  That  is  after  they  had  assailed  yon  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  we  both  recognized  that  they  were  not  drnnken  men.  I  do  not 
drink  liquor  myself,  and  I  can  recognize  the  smell  of  it  as  ouickly  as  any  one. 

Question.  He  a<lvised  you  not  to  go  back  to  the  house  to  sleep  T 

Anstcer.  Yes,  sir;  as  they  were  not  drunk  at  the  time.  He  said,  "If  they  go  to 
William  Walton's  store  and  get  drank,  and  then  come  baMsk  here,  they  will  kill  you." 

Question.  How  far  was  that  store  from  there  f 

JniMPer.  About  two  and  a  half  miles;  they  went  in  that  direction  when  they  went 
off. 

Question.  Did  they  all  seem  to  be  supplied  with  horses  ? 

Answer.  They  were  all  with  horses;  that  is,  I  did  not  see  all  the  horses;  I  got  on  the 
hill  as  they  went,  and  saw  them  at  the  foot  of  the  hill ;  the  horses  were  clothed  in 
white  as  well  as  the  men — all  that  I  saw.  I  could  not  swear  positively  that  they  were 
all  mounted,  but  I  think  they  were  all  mounted,  every  one  of  them. 

By  Mr.  Pool  : 

Question.  Were  the  horses  all  disguised  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  all  had  white  cloths  over  them.  They  took  my  pistol  from  me 
that  night  and  gave  it  to  Mr.  Ross,  and  told  him  to  keep  it  for  me  and  give  it  to  me. 
Before  tney  left  they  went  to  Mr.  Ross  and  told  him  they  wanted  the  pistol ;  they  said, 
"  We  don't  want  to  steal  it  from  you ;  we  are  not  that  kind  of  men ;  but  we  do  not  want 
him  to  have  it  again  to-night.  We  will  leave  it  with  Mr.  Miller."  Mr.  Miller  is  the 
miller  at  the  mill.  They  left  the  pistol  there  for  me,  and  I  got  it,  and  have  it  now. 
That  shows  that  they  were  not  for  thieving — that  they  were  not  drunken,  or  anything 
of  that  sort,  but  were  merely  bent  on  getting  me  away.  They  were  a  much  different 
class  of  men  than  I  ever  suppose<l  I  would  meet  in  a  Ku-Klux  gang ;  many  of  them 
were  genteel  persons,  men  of  cultivation,  more  or  less.  Of  the  twenty-eight  that  are 
arrested  and  are  at  Oxford,  or  who  were  there,  the  most  of  them  were  gentlemanly 
feUowB  and  well-educated  men.  {  '  ^  ^  ^  I  ^ 
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By  the  Chairman,  (Mr.  Poland  :)    . 

Question.  IIuw  many  of  them  join«*(l  in  the  converHatioii  f 

Anstrer,  Tlie  couvei-satioD  wa8  iiioHtly  carried  on  by  the  captain  himself. 

Queation.  lie  wan  not  one  of  the  two 'men  yon  recognized  f 

Answer,  No,  sir;  I  did  not  know  the  captain.  They  have  the  captain  of  the  gang, 
and  be  is  under  arrest,  but  he  was  not  known  to  me. 

Quenlion.  You  suppose  he  was  the  man  who  was  lu  command  there  that  night  f 

Annwer,  Yes,  sir ;  it  wsis  the  same  gang. 

Qmsiion,  Who  does  the  captain  they  have  got  turn  out  to  l>e  ? 

Anttwer.  He  is  a  yonng  man  who  lives  in  the  neigh boi'ho(Ml.  a  Willis,  a  nephew  of  the 
gentleman  I  staid  with  on  the  night  of  8th  of  March  ;  his  name  is  Plummer  Wilhs. 
He  has  l>een  arrested,  on  the  testimony  of  other  witnesses,  in  a  murder  case. 

Quest  ion.  What  8ort  of  a  man  is  he  f 

Answer.  A  young  man  of  rather  fa^t  habits ;  but  he  was  not  drunk  that  night ;  he  is 
a  young  man,  about  twenty-three  or  twenty-four  years  of  age,  finely  educated,  and  be- 
longs to  one  of  the  first  families  of  the  country. 

QtteHtton.  In  all  of  their  proceedings  there  with  you  everything  was  perfectly  orderly 
and  regular  f 

A  uswer.  There  was  |)erfect  order  and  the  most  thorough  discipline.  The  little  diflBculty 
that  was  at  the  head  of  the  column,  in  pushing  me  and  carrying  me  along,  wan  the 
only  thing  that  disturbed  the  line  at  all.  It  was  under  as  fine  aud  as  thorough  disci- 
pline as  you  ever  saw  a  troop  managed  in  your  life.  It  shows  that  they  had  marched 
before,  and  knew  what  discipline  was. 

Qui'Htioii.  You  say  seveial  of  them  used  the  strap  in  whipping  you  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Was  there  some  mo<le  of  designating  the  next  man  to  do  it  T 

Answer.  Well,  it  was  usually  from  behind  me,  and  I  could  not  see  how  it  was  done ; 
no  naiiies  were  called  ;  they  junt  seemed  to  stand  there  and  be  ready  all  the  time,  and 
tht'V  set  nied  to  be  very  anxious  to  get  a  chance  at  me  ;  there  seemed  to  be  i^leuty  of 
hands  to  take  hold. 

Question.  You  heard  no  order  given  about  that  ? 

Answer.  I  heard  this,  "  Now  another,^'  or  something  like  that ;  hut  I  did  not  hear 
any  special  order  calling  upon  any  one. 

Question.  Nol>ody  who  was  called  upon  seemed  to  refuse  ? 

Answer.  O.  no,  sir. 

QueMiion.  Did  you  gc  back  to  Mr.  Ros.s's  that  night  f 

Anrt.nr.  1  staid  at  the  giii-house. 

Ques'ion.  You  t<M)k  his  udviro.  and  went  to  the  gin-house? 

AuHwer.  Yes,  sir;  I  did  not  can;  to  get  with  theni  again;  I  was  of  the  opinion  that 
he  was,  that  if  they  came  back  a^ain  and  were  drunk,  I  would  not  get  oil*  with  iiiv 
life. 

Question.  Toward  the  end  of  this  beating  you  say  that  you  became  wholly  or  i)ar- 
tially  inst^nsiblt;  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  a  sickness  or  dizziness  came  over  me. 

Question.  Were  the  blows  administered  with  force  ami  severity? 

Answer.  O,  with  the  utmost  vigor,  with  the  strong  strap  that  they  had.  My  back 
was  in  a  terrible  condition.  The  physicians  examined  me  afterward,  and  their  .•state- 
ment could  be  obtaiue<l,  I  snpimse. 

Question.  The  blows  were  all  on  your  back  or  shoulders? 

Answer.  Entirely  upon  my  back;  there  were  no  bruises  upon  any  other  part  of  mj* 
body. 

Question.  What  was  your  condition  for  some  time  after  that  ? 

Answer.  It  was  as  weak  as  you  ever  saw  a  man  who  had  a  back.  I  wished  to  go 
right  on  to  Jacksou  aud  to  come  on  here,  but  the  doctor  stated  to  me  aud  to  my  frieuiLs 
that  it  would  not  do. 

Question.  Did  you  return  to  Abenleen  T 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  I  returned  to  Abenleen  in  my  buggy  ;  I  had  one  at  the  time,  with 
two  horses;  aud  I  rmle  into  Aberdeen  on  Thursday.  6a  Sunday  evening  I  left  town 
and  went  to  Jackson,  and  staid  there  several  days,  and  then  about  a  week  after  came 
on  here.  My  condition  was  such  at  that  time  that  I  traveled  only  during  the  day,  and 
laid  over  every  night  on  my  way  hero;  1  could  not  travel  all  the  time. 

Question.  Have  .vou  thoroughly  recovered  now  ? 

Answer.  Entirely  so,  1  think  ;  the  spine  was  affect e<l,  being  the  seat  of  the  ner^'oug 
system,  aud  I  wiis  afi'ected  very  much  for  the  time  being;  I  feel  stitmg  now^  though; 
Dot  at  all  aifected  by  it. 

Question,  Has  this  organization,  or  this  body  of  disguised  men,  gone  through  with 
any  further  |>erforniances  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  can  give  you  a  few  of  them. 

Question.  Well,  i)r(X*ee<l. 

Aniiwer,  Ou  the  same  night  that  I  was  interrupted,  about  five  miles  from  me,  on  the 
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other  Bide  of  the  Bnttahatchie,  find  of  couree,  I  Bnppcse,  by  a  different  Klan^  or  a  part 
of  that  Klan  who  could  not  get  across  tlie  river,  Mr.  Farmer,  teaching  a  colored  school 
there,  was  whipped  very  severely,  and  they  broke  up  his  school  entirely. 

By  Mr.  Poor. : 
Qutstion.  Was  Mr.  Farmer  a  white  man  f 
AnittciT.  Yes,  sir. 

By  the  Chairman,  (Mr.  Poland  :) 

Qu4:8tion,  That  was  by  a  body  of  men  in  disguise? 

jHincer.  Yes,  sir. 

QutfiHon,  And  from  what  you  learned  about  them  did  they  have  the  same  aniform  as 
those  men  who  visited  you  f 

Jmirrr,  Yes,  sir;  thesame  uniform. 

Question,  You  think  that  the  river  was  in  snch  a  condition,  between  where  you  were 
and  where  Mr.  Farmer  was,  that  it  must  have  been  another  Innly  of  men  f 

AumctVu  Another  boily  of  men.  A  part  of  our  county  lies  on  that  side  of  the  river; 
the  river  is  not  tlie  dividing  line. 

QuenHon,  You  do  not  think  it  could  have  been  the  same  men  who  visited  youf 

Atttticer,  No,  sir;  they  could  not  have  crossed  the  nver. 

Quefiiion.  How  far  from  whei'e  you  were  did  you  say  that  wasf 

jMtnrer,  About  live  miles. 

Question.  What  time  of  night  was  it  f 

Jiitnccr,  It  was  about  midnight. 

Quesiion,  And  they  conld  not  have  gone  over  there  after  they  left  you  t 

AftHictT.  No,  sir,  even  if  they  had  had  the  iuclination ;  it  was  nearly  II  o'clock  before 
they  left  me. 

Question.  What  did  they  say  to  Mr.  Farmer  when  they  whipped  him  f 

Answer.  They  told  him  he  must  leave  his  school ;  that  he  could  not  teach  the  colored 
school  there. 

Question.  Was  there  any  objection  to  him  except  his  teaching  a  colored  school  f 

Answer.  No,  sir  ;  not  at  all.  Mr.  Farmer  was  a  very  intelligent  man  ;  be  wa«  an  ex- 
ception among  the  teachers  of  colored  schools  generally;  he  was  a  bright  and  intelli- 
gent man. 

Question.  Did  you  know  the  man  well! 

Answer,  Not  very  intimately  ;  I  had  met  him. 

Question.  Was  he  a  man  of  character  and  respeetability  f 

Ansicer.  Yes,  sir;  he  was  a  man  who  would  pass  in  almost  any  society  aa  a  cultivated 
man. 

Question.  Did  he  leave  there  f 

Ansicer.  He  left;  he  was  driven  away  from  his  school  entirely.  On  the  11th  of 
March,  that  was  Saturday  night,  Aleck  Stewart  was  whipped  in  the  same  neighbor- 
bo<Ml. 

Question.  In  the  neighborhowl  of  where  you  were  w^hipped  f 

Answer.  YVs,  sir.  His  evidence  was  this  :  he  had  sued  a  white  man  the  fall  before  ; 
I  have  seen  him,  and  heard  his  testimony  before  the  court.  He  states  they  told  him 
that  night  that  it  was  because  he  had  sued  Mr.  McNeice. 

Question.  He  sued  him  for  a  debt  f 

Answer.  He  sued  him  for  wages  due  him. 

Question.  He  claimed  that  the  man  owed  him  for  wages  f 

Amrtcer.  Yes,  sir;  they  told  him  that  darkeys  were  through  with  suing  white  men, 
getting  their  rights  in  that  way ;  at  least  so  he  states. 

Question.  Do  you  know  that  colored  man  f 

Answer.  Very  well. 

Question.  Is  he  a  respectable,  honest  man  f 

Answer,  He  is  a  hard-working,  quiet  man  ;  he  is  not  a  leading  man  at  all.  His  offense 
was  suing  Mr.  McNeice ;  they  did  not  want  him  to  do  it.  At  that  time  there  were  about 
fifty  or  sixty  Ku-Klux  present.  The  freedmeu  about  there  had  made  up  their  minds 
that  they  would  watch  for  the  Ku-Klux  and  tire  into  them  if  they  saw  any  more.  It 
was  a  distressing  state  of  affairs ;  the  killing  of  Dupree,  the  interruption  of  myself,  and 
the  breaking  up  of  their  schools,  had  had  a  very  demoralizing  effect  upon  the  freed- 
meu. There  were  some  seven  or  eight  of  them  who  took  their  guns,  and  knowing 
they  were  riding,  followed  them  up  and  placed  themselves  in  position.  As  they  were 
whipping  Stewart,  the  colored  men  tired  into  them,  and  one  of  them  was  probably 
killed  ;  he  died  very  mysteriously  afterward,  but  I  could  not  swear  that  he  was  killed. 
It  was  the  opinion  of  the  neighborhood  that  that  was  the  way  he  came  to  his  death. 

Question.  He  died  in  some  way  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Immediately  after  that  T 

Answer.  That  was  Saturday  night,  and  I  think  he  died  on  Sunday. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


278        CONDITION   OF   AFFAIRS   IN   THE   SOUTHERN   STATES. 

QueBtion,  The  next  day  ? 

Jnsicer.  Yes,  sir;  otbera  were  woundwl,  one  in  the  hand,  and  he  is  arrested  and  is 
now  at  Oxford ;  he  was  said  to  be  one  who  got  his  wound  at  that  time.  Another  was 
hit  in  the  heel.  Well,  the  tiring  was  pretty  sharp  by  the  freednieu  ;  the  Ku  K!ux 
returned  it  for  a  time,  and  then  gave  jhe  command  to  **  squander.*'  which  seems  to  Im 
their  word  for  dispersing.  The  moon  was  very  bright ;  the  fn*edmeu  had  placed  them- 
selves so  as  to  be  at  different  points  in  the  road,  in  order  to  see  as  many  as  iKwsible. 
They  had  lK*en  shrewd  in  that  respect ;  they  swore  against  twent^'-two  of  those  who 
were  there  that  night.  They  had  disrobed  themselves  of  their  white  garments  and  had 
taken  to  their  horses. 

Question,  Did  they  throw  away  their  uniforms  f 

Answer.  They  took  them  off  and  folded  them  up,  but  did  not  leave  them  behind. 
The  negroes  also  had  men  to  tire  in  amon^r  those  who  were  holding  the  horsosi.  and  ^hat 
demoralized  them  entirely.  Many  of  their  horses  were  also  recoguizt*d.  On  the  14th 
of  March,  in  anotlier  part  of  the  county,  about  ten  miles  north  of  Aberdeen 

Question,  In  an  opposite  direction  f 

Anstcer,  Yes,  sir.  There  was  another  klan  there,  I  suppose ;  they  had  been  seen,  and 
their  dress  is  diU'ereut  from  the  others,  in  having  holes  cut  in  the  dress, or  black  pieces 
sewe<l  on  ;  black  pieces  stitched  ou  in  the  form  of  a  letter  O.  Their  uniform  is  black 
on  the  white ;  that  seems  to  be  all  the  difference  in  the  nniform. 

Question,  The  general  color  of  the  nniform  is  white  f 

Ansurtr,  Yes,  sir.  A  freeduian  by  the  name  of  Alfred  Skinner  was  attackeil  there  by 
a  band  of  disguised  men.  He  defended  himself  from  his  house,  and  they  tilleil  his 
house  with  shot.  Persons  who  were  sent  there  to  investigate  the  matter  have  testilied 
to  the  fact  that  there  were  shot  thera  in  the  house,  pleuty  of  them.  They  did  not  get 
him  out. 

Question.  They  did  not  succeed  in  driving  him  out  of  the  house  f 

An*f\rer.  No,  sir;  he  tired  ou  them,  and  they  did  not  get  him.  In  the  same  neighbor- 
hood Joe  Atkins  was  taken  out  by  the  same  baud.  He  was  told  that  he  was  a  nulical, 
and  made  to  hug  a  sa)>ling— to  take  hold  around  the  sapling  and  hug  it  while  they 
whippe<l  him  severely ;  they  beat  him  very  badly.  I  have  seen  him  myself,  and  talked 
with  him.  He  leflt  the  neighborhood,  as  also  did  Alfred  Skinner,  and  came  to  Aber- 
deen. 

Question.  He  came  into  the  town  for  the  purpose  of  getting  away  from  these  men  f 

Anstcet'.  For  the  purpose  of  protection  ;  they  dare  not  stay  there;  they  are  frightened. 
On  the  same  uiglit  that  Aleck  Stewart  was  whipi>ed,  they  also  whipped  a  coloreil  man 
who  had  been  in  the  Federal  army  during  the  war.  He  had  left  the  place  he  was  living 
ou  without  the  consent  of  the  planter,  and  had  hired  himself  out  at  another  place.  He 
was  whipi>ed,  and  told  that  that  was  what  he  was  whipi>ed  for — for  leaving  his  place 
without  the  consent  of  his  employer.  On  the  i»Dth  of  March  a  band  of  some  seventy 
or  eighty— the  statements  in  regard  to  the  number  are  different — went  to  the  house  of 
Aleck  Page,  a  colored  man,  between  three  and  four  miles  from  Ross's  mill,  and  sur- 
rounded the  cabins  of  the  other  freedmen  on  the  place.  They  went  into  his  house,  took 
him  from  under  the  bed,  where  he  had  taken  shelter,  made  his  wife  get  up  and  cut  the 
bed-cord  from  the  bed,  bound  him,  and  took  him  some  four  miles  from  houi*^.  There 
they  whipped  him  and  beat  him  until  he  was  nearly  dead,  as  iu  the  case  of  Jack  Dupree. 
They  then  hung  him  nntil  he  was  quite  dead,  and  afterward  broke  in  his  head  with  an 
ax,  and  buried  him  with  the  rope  around  his  neck.  These  twenty-eight  men  who 
were  under  arrest  at  0:«.bnl  were  arrested  for  that  outrage,  ou  the  testimony  of  Fanny 
Page,  the  wife  of  the  murdered  man,  Joe  Davis,  who  turned  State's  evidence,  and  Henry 
Hatch. 

Question,  Were  DaWs  and  Hatch  both  members  of  the  Klan  f 

Ausicer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  And  both  present  on  the  occasion  of  the  killing  of  that  man  f 

Anstrer.  Yes,  sir.  Joe  Davis  swears  that  he  was  the  lirst  man  who  took  hold  of  him, 
and  pulled  him  out  from  under  the  bed,  and  that  ho  was  with  him  when  he  was  killed. 

Question,  What  was  that  done  for  7 

Answer,  It  is  impossible  to  tell.  I  knew  Page ;  he  was  one  of  those  inoffensive  men — 
rather  a  young  man. 

Question,  Was  there  any  allegation  against  him  f 

Jtn^trer.  He  was  a  republican,  that  was  all.  He  lived  in  the  ''Hills,''  rather  iu  the 
poor  section  of  the  country. 

Question.  Was  there  any  allegation  of  crime  or  improper  conduct  of  any  sort  against 
him  7 

Anmcer.  I  have  not  heard  a  word  lisped  against  him,  and  I  was  in  Oxford  during  the 
whole  of  the  trial. 

Question.  There  was  no  pretense  of  criminality  on  his  partf 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  he  was  a  perfectly  quiet  and  inoffensive  man,  so  far  as  I  have  heard. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 
QuesAon.  Do  I  understand  you  to  say  that  there  was  a  trial  in  Oxford  of  thiB  caaef 
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AHStrer,  Yes,  sir ;  twenty-eight  men  were  arrested,  and  true  bills  were  found  against 
tbem  for  the  murder  of  Aleck  Page. 

QvMiion,  That  was  simply  the  offense  for  which  they  were  indicted.  They  have  not 
been  tried  f 

Attsictr.  They  have  lieen  tried  on  a  writ  of  habeas  corpus ;  Judge  Hill  tried  them; 
this  was  the  testimony  given  in  the  case. 

By  the  Chaikmax,  (Mr.  Poland:) 

Question,  That  was  not  a  final  trial  of  the  case  f 

Arnncer,  No,  sir. 

Question,  It  was  an  examination  into  the  affair  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir.  The  Judge  heard  the  caMe ;  he  demanded  the  evidence  of  the  prose- 
cution, and  they  tried  to  prove  alibis.  The  whole  of  the  evidence  was  given  in  the 
case  before  Judge  Hill.  I  myself  made  the  arrest  of  twenty-eight  men  ;  they  were 
from  ray  county. 

Question,  Are  they  now  in  cnstody  t 

Ansicer,  No,  sir ;  the  most  of  them  have  been  bonded.  In  our  State,  in  certain  cases 
of  nmrder,  they  are  allowed  to  be  bonded.  These  men  have  been  bonded,  as  all  men 
usually  are  in  the  State. 

By  Mr.  Pool: 
Question,  Did  you  have  United  States  troops  to  assist  you  in  making  the  arrests? 
Anstcer,  I  think  there  were  five  or  six  United  States  troops ;  I  was  a  deputy  marshal. 

By  the  Chairman,  (Mr.  Poland:) 

Question,  They  stand  bound  over  for  trial  f 

Answer,  Yes.  sir;  twenty-eight  of  them  are  bound  over  for  trial  in  the  December 
court. 

Question.  What  did  Davis  and  Hatch,  the  two  men  who  were  in  the  band,  and  who 
have  te8titie<l,  say  that  it  was  done  for  f 

Anstcer,  Joe  Davis  and  Henry  Hatch  were  both  of  them  sworn  against,  by  the  wife 
of  this  man  Aleck  Page ;  they  were  arrested  and  then  turned  State's  evidence.  Joe 
Davis  is  a  colored  man. 

Question.  That  is,  she  testified  that  they  were  with  that4>arty  of  men  f 

Answer,  Tliat  they  were  with  the  crowd,  yes,  sir.  Joe  Davis  is  a  colored  man,  and 
almoHt  the  stoutest  man  I  ever  saw  amoug  the  colored  race.  Ho  is  of  an  immense 
frame,  very  strong  and  stout.  His  statement  wim  to  the  effect  that  they  uatne  to 
him  and  told  him  they  wanted  him  to  go  as  a  Ku-KIux.  He  told  them  he  did  not 
want  to  go.  They  put  a  knife  to  the  vein  in  his  throat,  and  told  him  to  decide  then 
either  to  go  and  take  the  oath  and  be  a  Ku-Klux,  or  to  die  that  instant.  He  says  that 
under  the  circumstances  he  went  with  them,  and  that  he  was  at  the  murder. 

Question.  They  compelled  him  to  join  the  band  and  go  with  them,  and  help  do  this 
deed  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  He  says  be  has  always  done  the  heavy  work ;  that  he  has  been 
with  them  since  that  on  other  occasions. 

Question.  He  was  made  a  kind  of  executioner  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  put  ahead  where  there  was  danger.  If  any  man  had  been  shot  that 
night  by  the  negro  who  was  killed,  it  would  have  been  the  man  who  pulled  him  out 
from  under  the  bed  ;  Joe  Davis  was  made  to  do  that. 

Question,  Did  either  Davis  or  Hatch  say  any  tiling  as  to  the  object  of  killing  this 
colured  man  ? 

Answer,  They  say  they  were  compelled  to  do  it. 

By  Mr.  Beck  : 
Question.  Is  Hatch  a  white  man  f 
Answer.  Hatch  is  a  colored  man. 

By  the  Chairman,  (Mr.  Poland:) 

Question,  They  were  compelled  to  go;  but  what  did  they  say  was  the  object  of  kill- 
ing the  man  f 

Answer.  I  have  never  heard  them  say.  I  had  charge  of  them  as  prisoners;  I  went 
back  there  with  Joe  Davis ;  he  said  he  knew  where  the  body  of  Jack  Dupree  was.  I 
was  with  him  a  great  deal ;  I  never  asked  him  the  question,  and  I  never  heard  him  say 
that  there  was  any  charge  against  Aleck  Page  at  all. 

Question.  Yon  do  not  know  what  those  men  had  against  him  f 

Answer.  No,  sir.  I  knew  the  man  Aleck  Page ;  I  knew  that  he  was  a  very  quiet  man ; 
he  was  a  yellow  man. 

Question.  He  was  a  harmless,  inoffensive  man  f 

Answer.  He  seemed  to  me  always  to  be  so. 
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By  Mr.  Blair: 

Qnmtion,  Did  they  find  the  body  of  Aleck  Duproef 

Aimcer.  No,  sir.  McKiiih-y's  Creek  wa-s  ne:ir  the  place,  and  it  was  very  hij^li  iu  Feb- 
niary,  aud  the  supposition  is  that  they  wouM  not  have  ;;oue  into  the  wimxIh  and  swarnxi 
to  bury  hiui,  but  tiiat  they  threw  the  body  into  the  creek,  which  was  hij^h. 

Quenihn.  What  does  Davis  8;iy  about  it  f  Did  he  say  tlie  body  was  thrown  into  the 
creek  f 

/tnmcer.  He  says  he  does  not  know ;  that  was  not  in  the  neighborhoo<l  when*  lie  lives. 
He  said  that  they  cut  the  body  op»^u.  Now,  if  they  cut  the  body  open,  and  took  the 
iusides  out,  and  took  hiui  rij^ht  to  the  creek,  which  was  swollen  at  the  time,  the  infer- 
ence is  that  they  took  the  in.sides  out  in  order  to  make  the  body  sink. 

By  the  Ciiaikmax,  (Mr.  Poland:) 

Question.  Are  there  any  other  instances  of  outra{;cs  that  you  can  state  from  reliable 
info  rinat  ion  f 

Antficcr.  1  have  not  pot  them  notwl  down  exactly  in  the  order  of  their  dates.  There 
was  one  Abraham  Wamble,  a  colored  pn'atdier,  who  was  taken  from  his  house,  in  the 
noithern  part  of  our  county,  in  the  neighbo.hood  where  those  other  outrages  were 
connnitted,  on  the  2(Kh  day  of  May. 

Question.  Do  you  mean  May  last  f 

Ansm-tr,  Yes,  sir;  on  the  '20th  day  of  May  last.  Ho  was  shot  seven  times.  His  liody 
was  fouud  an(l  a  coroner's  intpiest  held.  His  fainily  and  neighbors  saw  the  meu  who 
murdered  him;  they  testiHed  that  they  were  masked  men  who  did  the  murder. 

Qura  ion.  Did  they  state  how  large  a  body  w.is  present  f 

AfiHicvr.  From  lilty  to  sixty. 

QueMtion,  Did  they  wear  this  same  kind  of  uniform  ? 

JuMtctr.  The  siiiue  kind.  This  man  Joe  Davis  says  he  was  in  that  crowd ;  that  they 
went  from  the  southeastern  part  of  the  county  to  the  northern  part  of  the  county  and 
conmiitteVl  the  murder. 

Qtuintwn.  Why  did  they  kill  this  colored  preacher? 

Antitcer.  Well,  sir,  that  is  another  case  I  cannot  tell  the  reason  for. 

IjHCHiion,  Was  there  any  allegaticm  against  him  f 

Aitntar.  Not  a  thing  in'the  world.  He  was  a  preacher,  and  a  modest,  qaiet  mau.  I 
bad  met  him  several  times. 

Qiu'ntion.  Did  yon  ever  hear  any  charge  against  him  f 

Anxu'cr.  Only  that  he- voted  the  radical  ticket. 

(Jttetft'utH.  Did  he  preach  to  colored  jjeople  f 

Antiwer,  Altogether  to  colored  (teopie;  he  was  a  colored  man. 

By  Mr.  BiJiiR : 

Question.  Did  you  heair  that  he  was  killed  because  he  was  a  radical  f 

Anawcr.  Yes,  sir;  I  heard  that  on  several  different  occasions. 

Qucntion.  From  whom  did  you  hear  that  f 

Anttwer.  From  men  who  liveil  in  the  ueighliorhood  where  be  lived. 

QiicMtiott.  Did  they  state  that  those  men  killed  him  because  he  was  a  radical  f 

Answer.  No,  sir,  they  did  not  state  that ;  they  stated  that  the  only  offense  they  know 
of  ag.iinst  him  was  that  he  Wiis  a  radical. 

QucJition.  Tiiat  is  an  entirely  different  thing.  The  question  that  was  asked  you  was 
entirely  different  from  that. 

AiiMtrer.  1  stated  that  1  did  not  know  anything  against  him  only  that  he  was  a  radi- 
cal.   I  have  seen  twenty  men  from  that  neighborhood  since  then. 

Qncation.  Do  these  men  state  that  it  was  because  he  was  a  radical  f  Do  they  pretend 
to  know  that  he  wum  killed  because  he  was  a  radical  ? 

AfiHtrer.  They  said  this:  That  he  was  a  ]»reacher,  and  ha«l  taken  an  active  part  in 
politics  during  the  campaign  ;  they  did  not  state  that  they  knew  the  white  x^eople  had 
anything  against  him. 

(Jttetttion.  Were  they  negroes  that  yon  talked  with  about  it? 

AiiHiccr.  Not  altogether;  I  talked  with  white  men  from  his  neighborhood. 

Qnettion.  The  most  of  them  were  negroes  that  you  taV^ed  with  f 

Annwer.  Yes,  sir;  the  most  of  them.  There  were  but  very  few  white  men  in  that 
neighborhood. 

(Jne«tion.  1  want  yon  to  state  whether  any  of  them  said  they  knew  the  reason  of  his 
being  killed  f 

AtiHiPer.  I  stated  that  at  the  first,  that  I  did  not  know  that  any  of  them  knew 
positively  why  he  was  killed. 

Question.  Itwas  simply  a  surmise  upon  th»^ir  part  f 

AuHwcr.  Simply  because  he  had  taken  that  stand,  that  made  them  speak  as  they  did. 

By  the  Chairman,  (Mr.  Poland  :) 
Question.  Can  yon  state  any  other  coses  t 
Awtwer.  The  man  on  whose  place  he  lived,  Mr.  Marshall,  says  himself,  that  he  did 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


MISSISSIPPI.  281 

not  know  of  a  more  quiett  wcll-disponecl  man  in  tlio  uci<?hborbood  than  Abraham  was. 
He  tohl  that  to  the  cuinmandiuc  oflicer  of  the  troopn  there.' 

Question.  I8  Mr.  Marshall  a  white  man  f 

Anmctr,  Yes,  Hir. 

By  Mr.  Pool: 
Question,  Is  he  a  democrat  f 
An%tcer.  A  very  bitter  one. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 
Question.  Did  ho  assume  that  he  was  killed  because  he  was  a  radical f 
Ahstrtr,  No,  sir ;  I  do  not  say  that. 

By  Mr.  Beck: 

Question.  Give  the  name  of  some  white  man  that  did  say  so. 

AiiHirvr.  1  do  not  even  s:iy  that  Mr.  Marshall  told  me,  but  that  he  told  the  command- 
ing otlieer  of  the  troops.  There  was  a  gnut  deal  of  talk  about  it  as  I  came  into  the 
county.    I  bad  been  aibsent  for  two  months. 

Qutittion.  I  want  the  name  of  some  white  man  who  said  so. 

Annmr.  I  cannot  jjive  ynn  the  name  of  nny  white  man  who  told  me  about  it. 

Qtietftion.  Did  any  white  man  tell  you  that  he  was  killed  because  he  was  a  radical  T 

AuHicer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Did  any  negro  tell  you  so  f 

Atisirvr.  Yex,  sir. 

Question.  No  white  man  told  you  so  f 

AnHwer.  No  white  man  said  |KiRitively  that  he  was  killed  for  that. 

Question.  Did  any  white  man  tell  you  that  he  was  killed  because  he  was  a  radical  f 

Anstrer,  No,  sir;'!  cannot  say  that  any  white  man  did. 

By  the  Chairman,  (Mr.  Poland:) 

Question.  Can  yon  give  any  other  case  f 

Anxvccr.  Tom  Hornberj^er  was  taken  from  bis  house  at  night,  by  between  thirty  and 
forty  men,  it  was  supposed,  and  killed;  ho  was  fairly  tilled  with  shot.  That  was 
about  the  Int  of  April. 

Question.  Where  was  that! 

Answer.  In  the  same  neighborhood  where  Wamble  was  killed,  about  two  miles  from 
the  place. 

Question.  Did  you  know  that  colored  man  t 

Answer.  1  did  not  know  him  personally. 

Question.  Do  you  ever  hear  why  he  wiis  killed  T 

Answer.  No,  s'ir;  that  was  done  during  my  absence. 

Question.  Is  it  alleged  by  anybody  that  you  know  of  that  he  had  been  guilty  of  any- 
thing wrong  t 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  Tom  Hornberger  was  not  a  leading  man  at  all — a  simple  citizen  of 
the  country. 

Question.  State  any  other  case  that  you  can. 

Answer.  On  the  4th  of  April,  a  man  by  the  name  of  Pet«r — something— I  have  not 
his  last  name,  was  whipped,  with  his  neVk  under  a  rail,  until  he  would  say  that  he  was 
a  democrat ;  that  was  in  some  other  neij^hborhood.  The  freedmen  have  told  me  of 
that ;  it  is  all  freedmeu^s  testimony ;  the  freedman  himself,  the  man  who  was  whipi)ed, 
told  me. 

Question.  They  whipped  him  until  he  would  say  he  was  a  democrat  f 

Answer.  They  would  not  let  him  take  his  neck  out  from  under  the  rail  until  he  would 
say  that  he  was  a  democrat,  and  would  vote  the  democratic  ticket  the  nest  time. 

Question.  Did  he  get  converted  by  that  process  T 

Answer.  lie  did  say  he  would  vote  the  (femocTatic  ticket.  About  this  time  two  of  the 
mendiers  of  the  school  board,  who  had  voted  for  an  estimate  for  a  tax  for  school  pur- 
poses, were  notitied  by  the  Ku-Klux  leaders  to  leave  the  board,  and  they  did  so  j  they 
were  given  so  long  a  time  to  go  off,  and  told  that  they  would  be  dealt  with  if  they  did 
not  go. 

By  Mr.  Coburn  : 

Question,  They  resigned  f  ] 

Answer.  Dr.  Ebart  resigned;  Mr.  McCoy  did  not.  ' 

^uM/iott.  W^ ho  notitied  them? 

Answ/r.  They  received  Ku-Klux  notices;  one  of  them  lived  in  town. 

Question.  What  was  the  nature  of  those  notices  f 

Answer.  I  stiw  one  of  the  notices.  It  commenced  with  large  flourishes,  a  triangle, 
&c.,  at  the  top.  It  went  on  to  tell  him  that  he  had  been  guilty  of  standing  up  for  free- 
schools  ;  he  was  a  teacher  of  a  Union  school  in  Aberdeen,  a  white  school :  that  it  was 
necessary  for  him  to  leave ;  that  he  would  be  required  to  go  off  the  school  board ;  that 
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it  did  not  look  well  for  him  to  be  a  teacher^  and  also  a  member  of  the  boanl ;  that  if 
he  WflM  not  off  at  a  certiiin  time  he  would  be  dealt  with,  and  then  it  was  sigiiud 
"  K.  K.  K." 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 
Qui'Htion.  He  was  a  tc^achcr  and  at  the  same  ttme  one  of  the  tmstecsf 
Autncer.  Us  was  a  member  «»f  the  school  board. 
QutHtion.  So  that  he  could  pay  his  own  salary  f 
Anmccr,  He  was  one  of  the  seven  men  who  composed  the  board. 

By  the  Chairman,  (Mr.  Poijind  :) 

QueMiion.  If  I  understand  it,  there  were  six  men  who  were  really  memliers  of  the 
l>ourd.  and  you  were  ex-othcio  the  president  of  the  board,  with  no  vote  except  in  case 
of  a  tief 

Anttirer,  Yes,  sir;  that  is  so.  Al)ont  that  time  a.'l  the  teachers  on  the  east  side  of  the 
Tombigliee  River  were  called  nywu  and  notitied  to  closse  their  schools,  and  all  the  schools 
were  closed ;  there  was  not  a  school  taught  out  on  the  east  side  of  the  river. 

By  Mr.  Pool: 
Question.  After  what  date  T 

Anmcer,  About  the  1st  of  April.  They  went  around  on  different  nights,  and  I  could 
not  give  the  dates  of  all. 

By  the  Chairman,  (Mr.  Poland:) 
QneHtion.  Who  gave  those  notices? 

AuHwer,  The  Ku*Klux  went  in  a  body  and  called  upon  the  teachers.  For  instance. 
Miss  S.  A.  Allen,  a  lady  at  Cotton  Gin,  told  me  of  the  performances  there. 

By  Mr.  Pool: 

QucHiion,  Who  was  she  t 

AiiMwer.  She  was  a  northern  lady  from  Geneseo,  Illinois,  sent  down  there  by  the 
Missionary  S(x:iety,  and  employed  in  a  li-ee  school. 

QufHtion.  How  many  called  upon  her  f 

Ansu'ir.  Alxiut  eighty  came,  as  she  states.  Some  of  them  went  into  her  room  with- 
out any  notice ;  1  do  not  know  how  many  went  in ;  that  was  on  Monday. 

QutHtufn,  What  time  of  night  f 

AuHicer,  Alwut  12  o'clock,  about  midnight. 

QutMion.  After  she  had  retiretl  f 

JlH«ifer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  They  aske<l  her  if  she  would  close  the  school  on  Wednesday ;  she  was  f  «i:;jht- 
ened,  and  told  them  that  she  would;  they  told  her  that  she  must  close  it ;  that  r/they 
came  again,  they  would  not  hit  her  off  so  easily.  Miss  Allen  made  this  statement  to  me 
herself;  she  is  highly  educated  and  an  accomplished  laily. 

By  Mr.  Coburn  : 

Question.  How  many  of  those  teachers  were  there  on  that  side  of  the  river  who  were 
thus  visited  f 

AuMivtr.  There  were  some  twenty,  I  think,  on  the  east  side  of  the  river.  Most  of  the 
schools  on  the  west  side  of  the  river,  the  side  that  Alx^rdeen  is  on,  were  notitiiMl  to 
close,  and  many  of  them  did  close.    There  were  twenty-six  in  all  that  were  intemipti'd. 

By  Mr.  Pool: 

Quemion.  State  if  there  was  anything  further  in  re^rd  to  that  interview  witli  Mi» 
Allen. 

Answer.  That  was  all  1  think  of.  She  said  she  told  them  that  she  would  be  obligefl 
to  leave ;  that  she  was  not  protected, and  would  go.  They  said  it  was  all  right ;  that  if 
she  went  they  would  not  interfere  with  her  any  further,  but  if  she  did  not  go,  or  if 
she  came  oack,  they  would  not  treat  her  as  quietly  as  they  did  then.  They  went  into 
the  room  and  lighted  a  light. 

By  the  Chairman,  (Mr.  Poland  :) 

Qitestion.  Tbey  broke  up  all  the  schools  in  the  connty  f 

Answer.  They  broke  all  up  on  the  east  side  of  the  river ;  none  there  finished  their 
terms.  They  visited  Mr.  Ebart,  at  Aberd<?en ;  he  was  a  southern  man,  and  th<'re  was 
no  objection  in  the  world  to  him  that  I  know  of.  Ihey  went  to  him  and  told  him  that 
he  must  get  out  of  there;  that  they  would  allow  hitu  to  teach  a  school  there  if  he 
would  make  it  a  pay  school,  and  not  expect  anything  from  the  school  board. 

Question.  Make  it  a  private  school  instead  of  a  public  school? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  They  told  him  he  could  teach  on  at  that  rate,  and  if  the  people 
refused  to  send  their  children  or  to  pay  him,  he  could  just  speak  &bout  it  in  the  neigh- 
borhood!, and  they  would  tind  it  out  and  make  them  i)ay  him. 

Question.  They  would  collect  the  money  for  him  ? 
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Anncer,  Yes,  sir ;  tbey  wonld  collect  the  school  money  for  him.  That  was  Mr.  Easton 
Ebart  to  whom  tiiey  toM  that.  They  notified  Mr.  Posey  and  Mr.  Jones  in  the  same 
way.  I  could  tell  yon  all  the  names  if  necessary ;  several  of  them  were  notified  that 
they  must  close  their  schools. 

Qitention,  I  do  not  know  that  it  is  necessary  to  give  all  their  names. 

J/fsirer.  There  were  twenty-six  schools  interrupted  and  three  school-houses  were 
burned. 

Question,  Burned  openly  by  this  bandf 

Aufurer,  Miss  Ward  taught  near  the  city  of  Okalona,  on  the  west  side  of  the  river ; 
she  went  on  Friday  morning  to  her  school,  and  found  that  the  books  were  all  piled  up 
under  the  trees,  and  with  them  a  bottle  of  kerosene  oil.  And  there  were  tracks  enough 
there  to  assure  her  that  there  had  been  a  good  gang  of  men  there  the  night  before. 
No  one  saw  it  done. 

Question.  The  house  was  burned  f 

Ansicer,  Yes,  sir.  No  charge  was  ever  made  against  Miss  Ward  or  her  school ;  it  was 
a  white  school. 

Question.  No  one  saw  the  house  burned  f 

Jtttnrer.  Not  that  I  know  of. 

Question,  The  appearances  indicated  that  there  had  been  a  great  many  persons  en- 
gaged in  it  T 

Jnsinr.  Yes,  sir.  In  the  same  neighborhood  Mrs.  Anna  Dance,  a  white  lady,  was  teach- 
ing a  white  school,  and  her  school-house  was  burned.  Mr.  Hanstine  was  teaching  a  col- 
ored school ;  he  was  notified  by  the  Ku-Klux  that  be  must  leave ;  he  was  living  in  a  very 
densely  settled  neighborhood  of  colored  men.  He  gave  out  that  he  would  be  prepared 
himself,  and  that  he  should  not  close  his  Kchool,  but  would  go  on  with  it.  They  came 
the  next  night  or  so,  and  bnnied  his  school-house,  and  left  a  notice  on  a  tree  that  if  he 
nudertfxik  to  teach  any  longer  they  would  burn  the  house  he  was  boarding  in.  But 
Mr.  Hanstine  taught  his  school  under  these  circumstances ;  he  built  another  school- 
house  in  the  yanl  of  the  house  where  ho  lived. 

By  Mr.  Pool: 

Question,  Who  is  Mr.  Hanstine  f 

Anstcer,  He  is  a  man  from  Polo,  Ogle  County,  Illinois.  I  can  give  you  the  names  of 
all  the  teachers  driven  out.    The  number  of  schools  interrupted  was  twenty-six. 

By  the  Chairman,  (Mr.  Poland  :) 

Question,  1  hardly  think  it  is  necessary  to  do  that. 

Answer,  The  Rev.  Mr.  Galloway,  who  preaches  in  the  southern  part  of  our  county, 
was  called  upon,  and  notified  that  he  must  not  preach  any  more. 

^ueslion.  Is  he  a  white  man  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  a  white  man  and  a  college  graduate. 

Question,  To  what  denomination  does  he  belong  f 

Aithwer.  He  is  a  Congregational ist. 

Question.  Is  he  a  northern  man  1 

Answer,  No,  sir:  he  was  born  in  the  county  ar\joining  the  one  I  live  in.  They  told 
him  he  must  stop  his  i^reaehing ;  that  they  wanted  him  to  get  out. 

Question,  Did  a  body  of  men  cull  on  him  in  the  night  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir;  he  staid  at  my  honse  on  the  25th  of  June,  and  told  me  about  it  at 
the  house.  They  have  called  on  him  twice,  once  in  April  and  once  in  June.  He  still 
preaches  there.  They  have  left  him  notice  after  notice,  and  have  called  on  him  twice, 
but  they  do  not  kill  him. 

Question,  What  objection  have  they  to  his  preaching  f 

Answer,  Hc^  preaches  to  the  freedmen  ;  that  is  all  he  knows. 

Question.  Have  they  ever  objected  to  his  religioi-s  doctrines,  or  his  style  of  preaching, 
or  to  anything,  except  that  he  preaches  to  the  colored  people  f 

Answer.  Not  that  I  know  of.  I  do  not  know  that  they  know  what  is  the  difference 
between  Congregationalism  and  Methodism. 

Question.  They  do  not  object  to  him  as  a  man  in  any  way  f 

Answer.  Not  that  I  have  ever  heard.  He  told  me  that  it  was  because  he  was  a  repub- 
lican, and  preached  to  the  freedmen.  I  have  also  been  to  his  house.  I  think  I  was 
there  on  the  2l8t  of  June. 

Question.  He  has  not  suspended  preaching  f 

Answer.  No,  sir.    He  was  also  a  teacher  of  a  colored  school  in  his  neighborhood. 

Question,  Yon  have  no  taxes  for  the  support,  of  preachers  f 

Answer.  No,  sir.  On  the  fith  of  April,  at  St;nksville,  in  Oktibbeha  County,  another 
Methodist  minister  was  driven  out ;  his  name  was  D.  McLachlan. 

Queirfion.  What  was  he  f 

Ansieer.  He  was  a  Methodist  preacher,  and  had  Iwen  there  for  about  a  year,  preaching 
under  the  Northern  Methodist  Chiurch.  They  called  upon  him,  a  crowd  of  them,  on 
two  different  occasions ;  the  first  time  he  refused  to  go,  but  finally  was  driven  away, 
and  is  now  at  the  Methodist  headquarters,  at  Holly  Springs;  I  have  seen  him. 
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Question.  No  violeDce  was  clone  to  him  f 

Awncer.  No,  sir.  They  came  to  him  and  told  him  to  leave  there ;  they  said  that  he 
conld  not  stay. 

Question,  Was  the  notice  to  leave  with  a  threat  of  compnlsion  or  violence  if  he  did 
not  leave  f 

Antncer,  Yes,  sir.  I  saw  Mr.  McLachlan  himself;  I  knew  him  a  year  ago.  He  told 
me  that  the}'  threatened  him  with  aj^sassination  if  he  staid  there. 

By  Mr.  Coburn  : 
Question,  Did  he  say  that  the  object  of  those  threats  was  indicated? 
Antncer,  No,  sir.    I  did  not  ask  him. 
Quetftion.  There  was  no  reason  given  T 
Ansicer,  No,  sir;  not  that  I  know  of. 

By  the  Chairman,  (Mr.  Poland  :) 

Qw^tion,  The  object  was  to  make  him  go  away  f 

Antnter,  The  object  was  to  drive  him  from  the  community. 

Question.  Was  there  auy  objection  to  him  in  any  way  that  yon  understood  f 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  I  do  not  know  of  any.  1  talked  with  him  very  freely;  he  is  a  very 
quiet  man.  lie  was  educated  at  Oberlin.  At  one  time  he  taught  a  school  at  Aberdeen. 
On  March  30.  a  man,  who  is  in  this  city — I  saw  him  this  morning— was  called  upon  by  a 
band  of  Ku-Klux  in  Chickasaw  County,  the  county  adjoining  mine,  and  taken  out  and 
given  one  hundred  and  seventy-live  lashes,  and  made  to  leave. 

By  the  Chairman,  (Mr.  Poland  :) 
Question.  Who  was  he  t 
Answer.  His  name  is  McBride. 
Question.  Was  he  a  teacher  f 
Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Wus  he  teaching  a  colored  school  f 
Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Pool: 
Question.  Is  he  a  white  man  f 
Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  a  very  well-educated  man. 

By  the  Chairman,  (Mr.  Poland  :) 

Question,  W^hat  hail  he  been  doing  f 

Answer.  I  do  not  know.  I  met  him  at  Oxford,  and  I  met  him  here  this  momiufi:.  .He 
was  ceiiaiuly  taken  out  by  this  band,  and  given  a  good  sound  thrashing,  and  driven 
awuy  from  then*,  and  he  has  never  been  back.  I  understand  that  occurred  at  Sparta, 
Chickasaw  County.  With  reference  to  the  school-tax  of  MonnNS  County,  that  never 
has  been  collecte<l,  because  the  excitement  ran  so  high  there  after  I  left ;  the  boanl  of 
su]»erviHor8  were  notitied  they  should  not  make  the  assessment. 

Question.  If  I  understand  it,  the  school-bfiard,  of  which  you  were  president,  made  an 
estimate  of  the  amount  necessary  to  be  raised  for  school  purposes  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  and  handed  that  estimate  to  the  board  of  sn{)ervisor8. 

Question.  Yon  say  that  estimate  was  one  cent  and  half  a  mill  over  on  the  dolhir  f 

Answer.  It  was  about  that  amount  f 

Question.  That  was  for  the  whole  expense  of  schools  in  the  county  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  It  was  a  long  way  within  our  limit ;  we  could  have  gone  to  fifteen 
mills  on  the  dollar. 

Question.  It  was  only  abont  two-thirds  of  what  the  law  would  have  allowed  you  to 
raise,  if  it  had  been  necessary  f 

Answer.  That  is  all. 

Question.  That  tax  was  never  raised  f 

Answfr.  No,  sir;  it  was  never  collected ;  our  teachers  are  without  their  pay. 

Question.  It  never  went  into  the  hands  of  the  collector  at  all  f 

Antncer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Is  that  the  only  tax  with  which  you  had  anything  to  do  in  any  way,  except 
to  assess  United  States  taxes. 

Anstcer.  I  merely  assessed  United  States  taxes;  I  had  nothing  to  do  with  making  the 
*  taxes. 

Question.  And  3'ou  had  nothing  to  do  with  collecting  it  f 

Anstcer.  No,  sir ;   I  merely  made  the  assessments. 

Question.  And  that  you  did  according  to  the  laws  of  the  United  States 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  I  tried  to  do  so  all  the  time. 

Question,  You  assesHed  no  taxes,  except  such  as  the  statutes  of  the  United  States 
requin»d  f 

Answer.  Nothing  at  all;  no  charge  has  ever  been  made  or  hinted  that  I  ever  did 
otherwise. 
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Qu^tian.  That  was  all  yon  had  to  do  with  the  taxation  in  any  way  f 

Annrrr.  Yi*8,  sir. 

Question.  Have  yon  Htated  all  the  operations  of  the^e  klans  in  yonr  county  f 

An9tr*r,  I  think  I  have  with  rt-ference  to  my  own  county  f 

Question,  When  did  tliis  Klan  make  its  latest  appearance  in  your  county  ? 

Ansvccr.  I  think  the  latest  appearance  in  my  county  was  on  the  22d  of  May,  two  days 
before  I  rotnined  to  the  county.  There  never  has  been  any  whipping  or  anythintc  else 
done  by  them  since  1  pot  back  there  this  Jast  time.  But  in  Lowndes  County,  an 
adjoiuiiif^  county,  within  a  half  mile  of  the  line,  a  man  was  whipped  ou  the  17th  of 
Juno. 

Qut^tion,  By  one  of  these  bands? 

An8wei\  Yes,  sir.    Aud  the  Kev.  Mr.  Galloway  was  visited  in  June  last. 

Qnesiion.  It  was  a  body  of  disj^uised  men  who  waited  ou  him  ? 

Aumver.  Yes,  sir ;  that  was  right  along  on  th«V county  line. 

Question.  Without  going  ho  uiinutely  into  the  detnils  as  you  have  in  regard  to  your 
own  county,  will  you  state  how  it  has  heen  in  the  counties  ahout  you  f 

Answer.  The  county  of  Lowndes  lies  near;  it  is  an  adjoining  county.  The  Butta- 
hatehie  Kiver  in  some  of  its  courei^  divides  the  county  of  Lowndes  from  Mcniroe.  In 
the  county  of  LowMides  they  have  not  had  so  nnich  trouble  with  tlieir  schools ;  they 
have  not  had  so  many  broken  ni>,  but  they  have  had  some  trouble  there. 

Question.  Have  people  In^en  killed  there  f 

Answer.  People  have  been  killed  and  whipped  there,  but  I  do  not  know  the  circum- 
Btance!4. 

Question.  You  have  authentic  information  that  satisfied  you  that  these  bauds  have 
killed  people,  and  whipped  people  in  Lowndes  County  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  And  have  made  similar  attempts  there  to  break  up  the  schools? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  -They  did  this  in  Lowndes  County  ;  the  estimate  for  school-taxes 
waH  hnndi'd  to  the  board  of  Kiipen-isors,  and  thi-y  made  an  assessment  for  tuxes.  After- 
ward the  excitement  got  so  high,  the  Ku-Klux  were  riding  and  threatening  so  much, 
that  the  tax  was  entinOy  rescinded,  even  alter  a  part  of  it.  had  been  collectt-d. 

Question.  That  stop]>e(l  the  collection  of  it? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  and  they  handed  back  what  had  been  collected.  They  have  no 
troo]is  there  ;  it  is  worse  in  Lowndes  County  to-day  than  with  us. 

Qnefttion.  Let  me  ask  you  ahout  the  estimate  you  nuule  in  your  county  which  you 
put  in  the  hands  of  the  supervisors  to  lie  assessed.  Wj4s  that  au  opinion  or  an  estimate 
merely  of  the  exjx'uws  for  school-houses  and  teachers  in  your  county  f 

Ansicer.  It  is  just  what  it  would  have  taken,  every  cent,  without  allowing  any 
margin  at  all.  The  excitement  was  so  high  that  the  whole  hoard  sai<l,if  we  could  just 
pa>  the  teachers  ami  have  the  Kchool-houses,  that  would  he  all  we  would  do. 

QneMtioH.  In  the  ex])enditure  of  money  for  school-houses  and  teachers,  was  there  any 
unnecessaiy  wastefulness  or  extravagance? 

Auiiuer.  The  only  building  we  bought  of  importance  was  one  in  Aberdeen,  for  which 
we  ])ai(l  .?li,UO(). 

Question.  How  large  a  town  is  Aberdeen? 

Anttwet\  Aircordiug  to  the  last  census,  it  had  four  thousand  inhabitants.  That  was 
the  most  extravagant  expenditure  we  made.  W^e  afterwanl  built  some  houses  iu  the 
district.     One  of  them,  1  think,  cost  .^5,000. 

Question.  In  my  village,  of  the  same  size,  we  have  spent  $50,000  on  a  school-building. 

AuHwir.  The  purchase  of  that  school-house  at  Aberdeen  caused  a  great  deal  of 
trouble ;  it  made  some  feeling  at  the  time. 

By  Mr.  Pool: 
Question.  What  do  your  country  school-houses  cost  ou  an  avei^age  that  you  have 
built  ? 
Answer.  About  |300  each. 

By  the  Chairman,  (Mr.  Poland  :) 

Question  You  say  that  generally  the  expenditures  for  school-houses  and  teachers 
were  nothing  unnecessary  or  extravagant  ? 

Answer,  it  was  just  what  we  must  have  to  pay  expenses. 

Question.  In  your  judgment,  would  the  exiiemliture  of  the  money  that  yon  would 
have  had,  if  the  assessment  had  been  made  aud  the  tax  collected,  been  a  judicious  and 
prudent  expenditure? 

Anstcer.  J  certainly  think  so.  I  have  been  raised  where  we  had  good  schools,  and  I 
think  I  understand  the  system  well. 

Question.  You  have  spoken  of  one  county  near  .you,  Lowndes  County,  where  this 
organization  has  been.  Have  they  had  these  organizations  iu  other  counties  around 
you? 

Answer.  In  Noxubee  County,  south  of  Lowndes  County,  the  lientenant-governor  of 
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the  State  lives.  They  have  a  very  large  organization  of  Kn-Klnx  there,  and  they 
calle<l  upon  him  on  one  occasion. 

Question,  We  have  had  a  witness  from  that  connty,  and  it  is  not  necessary  to  have  a 
stntetiient  alxiut  that  from  yon.  Yon  nndei-stand,  generally,  that  this  organization  has 
existed  and  has  committed  outrages  in  that  county  T 

Anstrer,  Yes,  sir.  In  that  couuty,  in  Lowndes  County,  and  also  in  Chickasaw  Connty, 
west  of  Monroe  County. 

Qaextion,  Have  these'  organizations  committed  any  ontrages  in  any  other  counties  in 
that  portion  of  the  State  f 

Amicer.  The  connties  1  have  mentioned  during  my  examination  are  all  the  counties 
in  which  this  organization  has  heen  that  I  think  ot  That  is  ahont  where  the  tn>uble 
is  in  our  State.  It  is  up  and  down  the  line  of  the  Mobile  and  Ohio  Railroad,  right 
along  on  the  Alabama  boi-der.  I  was  at  Oxford  during  all  the  investigation,  and  was 
freely  with  the  officers  of  the  court  and  with  the  grand  jury.  I  do  not  think  there 
were  many  complaints  from  other  portions  of  the  State. 

Question,  You  say  that  in  your  county  there  were  some  men  arrested  for  the  murder 
of  these  two  Hints,  and  that  they  were  tried  aud  acquitted  f 

An»trer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Have  there  been  any  prosecutions  in  the  courts  of  your  connty  for  any 
other  offensi'8  committed  by  this  band  f 

Answer.  That  is  all.  The  acquittal  of  those  parties  discouraged  the  people,  and  they 
have  not  even  guno  into  the  courts  at  all  about  this  matter. 

Question,  Was  this  strengthening  of  the  influence  of  the  organization  in  yonr  county 
such  that  the  local  courts  and  authorities  there,  right  in  the  midst  of  that  influence, 
were  unable  to  enforce  the  law  t 

Ansicer.  They  could  not  have  done  it  under  any  circumstances,  until  the  troops 
ari'ived  there. 

Question,  Do  you  think  that  fear  of  these  bands  deterred  people  from  either  prose- 
cuting or  testifying  in  such  cases? 

Answer,  It  did  both. 

Question,  What  is  tlie  state  of  mind  among  the  colored  people,  among  the  republi- 
cans, both  white  and  black,  but  especially  among  the  colored  people,  which  is  produced 
by  thesfi  0]>erations  f 

Answer,  The  excitement  was  the  roost  intense  I  have  ever  seen  nnder  any  circum- 
stances. The  demoralization  among  the  colored  people  was  perfect.  We  have  very 
few  white  republicans  there  ;  most  of  the  republicans  are  colored  people.  The  excite- 
ment reached  the  distressing  point.  I  never  in  my  life  saw  so  high  an  excitement  in 
any  other  place  as  there  was  on  the  8th  and  9th  of  March,  when  I  was  in  the  neigh- 
borhood where  these  murders  had  been  committed. 

Question.  Was  the  excitement  which  was  among  the  colored  people  mainly  the  excite- 
ment of  fear  f 

Answer,  The  most  abject  fear;  they  dared  not  even  go  to  town. 

Question.  You  spoke  of  several  instances  where  they  had  left,  their  homes  and  gone 
into  the  town,  to  get  away  from  the  operations  of  these  bands.  Has  there  been  much 
of  that  f 

Answer,  Considerable  of  it.  The  men  would  find  their  way  into  the  city,  and  apply 
to  the  commander  of  the  troops,  aud  he  would  send  out  soldiers  and  bring  in  their 
families.    That  has  been  done  several  times. 

Question,  Of  all  those  persons  whom  yon  have  named  as  having  been  killed,  whipped, 
or  otherwise  abused,  which  was  the  largest  numl>er,  the  democrats  or  republicans  T 

Answer.  Not  a  democrat  has  been  attacked  in  the  connty ;  not  one. 

Question.  They  have  been  entirely  republicans  f 

Answer.  Entirely. 

Question.  So  Car  as  you  know  the  persons  who  belong  to  any  of  these  bands,  what  are 
their  politics  f 

Answer,  They  arc  all,  without  exception,  democrats,  those  that  have  been  arrested ; 
others  have  been  charged  with  it  who  have  not  been  arrested. 

Question,  So  far  as  you  have  any  personal  knowledge  of  those  who  belong  to  these 
bands,  what  are  their  politics  f 

Answer,  They  are  democrats. 

Question,  W^hat  has  l>een  the  tone  of  opinion  about  these  things  among  the  people 
there ;  what  sort  of  an  opinion  have  the  republicans  had  and  expressed  about  these 
organizations  and  their  operations  f 

Answer.  They  have  denounced  them,  nnder  the  circumstances,  of  course,  for  they 
have  been  against  republicans. 

Question.  Does  the  other  side  denonnce  them  too  f 

Answer,  Men  who  vote<l  with  the  democratic  party  at  our  last  election  have  taken 
gronnd  against  the  Ku-Klux  ontrages ;  but  the  great  minority  of  the  people  are  in  full 
sympathy  with  the  Ku-Klux. 
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By  Mr.  Pool  : 

Question,  What  sort  of  people  f 

Answer,  White  people.  I  saw  it  as  plainly  as  I  cared  to  see  it  when  I  made  the  ar- 
rests. Tliese  men  were  arrested  for  murder,  an<l  a  true  hill  was  found  against  them  in 
the  United  States  court.  But  the  people  could  not  have  done  more  for  them  if  they 
had  just  returned  from  a  campai^;^)  in  tlie  war.  When  they  were  released  on  hond  and 
went  home,  they  were  received  with  shoutings,  the  tiring  of  cannon,  and  every  demon- 
stration that  could  possibly  be  made  by  the  people.  They  tried  to  get  bands  of 
music  to  welcome  them,  but  they  wouM  not  come.  The  sentiment  of  the  intelligent 
white  people  of  that  county  is  in  their  favor. 

Question,  There  does  not  seem  to  be  an  abhorrence  of  such  actsf 

Antucer.  No,  sir.  The  most  of  the  j)eople  must  have  known  the  circumstances  under 
which  the  acts  were  committed.  Everybody  knew  that  the  indictments  against  them 
were  for  murder  in  the  fii-st  degree.  Still  the  demonstrations  were  made  to  get  up 
sympathy  for  those  men. 

By  the  Chairman,  (Mr.  Poland:) 

Question,  If  you  were  now  to  have  an  election  there,  do  yon  think  this  state  of  things 
would  have  any  eflFect  upon  the  voting  f 

Answer,  It  is  intended  to  have  an  effect  by  the  Ku-Klux ;  but  the  Kn-Klux  are,  in  a 
measure,  so  demoralized  now  in  our  county 

Question,  What  has  demoralized  them  f 

Anstcer.  The  great  thing  is  tiie  sup)M>rt  the  Government  gave  to  me  when  I  was  here 
last  March,  in  sending  troops  there.  They  see  that  the  Government  is  still  in  existence, 
and  is  going  to  protect  the  people.  Then  t4ie  arrest  of  t^iese  men  lias  been  detrimental 
to  them  more  or  less.  It  is  more  or  less  expensive  to  carry  on  suits,  and  the  people  do 
not  care  to  go  on  with  these  things  so  much. 

Question.  They  do  not  think  it  so  entirely  a  one-sided  affair  as  it  was  f 

Ansirer.  No,  sir.  If  an  election  was  to  come  oft"  to-morrow  in  Monroe  County,  I  think, 
with  the  exception  of  a  few  neighborhoods,  the  people  would  vote  their  minds  ;  but  it 
w»u»  not  so  three  months  ago. 

Question.  Suppose  an  election  had  taken  place  before  these  efforts  of  the  Government, 
these  prosecutions,  and  these  arrests,  how  then  f 

Answer.  You  could  not  have  got  tive  hundred  republican  votes  in  our  county  ;  you 
could  not  have  got  a  freedman  to  vote  in  that  county.  The  republican  vote  in  our 
county  is  almost  altogether  the  colored  vote.  In  one  precinct  there  are  twenty-one 
white  voters  and  seven  hundred  and  odd  colored  votei-s ;  and  even  in  that  precinct 
they  would  have  been  so  demoralized  that  it  would  have  been  almost  impossible  to  have 
got  them  to  vote. 

Question.  Do  you  mean  twenty-one  white  voters  in  all  in  the  precinct,  or  twenty-one 
white  republican  voters? 

A  nswer.  Twent  y-one  white  voters  in  all.  That  portion  of  our  county  is  very  wealthy ; 
the  land  is  prairie  land,  and  the  population  there  is  almost  altogether  fitsedmen. 

Question.  What  is  the  number  of  voters  in  your  county  I 

Answer.  1  think  it  is  not  far  from  live  thousand. 

Question.  Do  you  mean  the  registered  voters  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  And  about  what  is  the  population  of  white  voters  and  colored  voters  f 

Answer,  1  think  there  are  some  twelve  hundred  more  colored  voters  in  the  county 
than  wh  te  v<,ti3i8. 

Question.  About  how  many  white  republicans  are  there  in  the  county  f 

Anstcer.  1  think  you  can  count  less  than  twenty. 

Question,  In  the  whole  county  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir;  we  have  very  few  indeed;  not  enoagh  to  hold  the  oflSces  of  the 
county. 

Question.  Have  you  had  more,  or  is  that  as  many  as  you  have  had  there  at  any  time  f 

Anstcer,  That  is  as  many  as  we  have  had. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question.  Yon  had  to  hold  two  or  three  offices  yourself? 

Anstcer.  I  answer  you  frankly,  I  did  hold  two  offices  at  one  time,  and  hold  them  now. 
At  one  time  I  was  asked  to  act  as  sheriff  of  the  county,  when  I  was  then  holding  two 
offices,  and  I  did  it  for  the  time  being. 

By  the  Chairman,  (Mr.  Poland  :) 

Question.  You  have  about  held  your  own  of  white  republicans  t 

Answer.  Yea,  sir.    I  want  to  state  another  thing :  I  would  not  slander  anybody,  nor 

do  I  wish  to ;  but  the  idea  that  is  entertained  that  there  are  no  confederate  soldiers  in 

the  Ku-Klux  Klan  is  a  very  mistaken  one ;  many  of  them  were  arrested,  and  many  of 

them  are  known  to  belong  to  the  IClon  about  as  well  as  if  they  had  been  arrest-ed ; 
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InilictmeDts  have  \>een  fonnd  ngainst  them  as  Rn-KIax;  many  of  tbcm  are  coufedcrate 
Bohlicr.s.  and  they  served  in  the  confederate  army. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

QueHtion.  How  is  the  school-tax  awessed  ? 

Annirvr.  It  is  aHse8H4»d  by  the  Ijoard  of  sniwrvisors. 

QueHtion.  You  are  superintendent  of  schools  there  f 

Avtiirtr.  Yes,  sir. 

(jiuHtiou.  You  make  an  estimate  of  what  is  wanted,  do  you  not  f 

Anftirer.  Tin?  schoiil  board,  the  board  of  sch'nd  directors,  make  the  estimate.  Tlie 
superintendent  has  no  control  of  ali'airs  separate  from  the  si'hool  boan! ;  what  is  <iono 
has  to  be  done  by  the  schcH)!  board  entire,  or  by  a  majority  of  them. 

QutHtUm,  The  supeiintendent  in  a  memb<»r  of  the  school  bosrd  f 

Aufftcer.  \'es,  sir;  but  in  makin*;  an  estimate  of  ex]H'ndituri8  in  the  county,  lie  :s 
only  OIK*  of  8<'vcn,  and  n»ally  has  no  vote  at  all,  unless  there  is  a  tie  in  the  board. 

QucMiion.  By  law,  this  making  the  estimate  devolves  uikiu  the  school  board  f 

Annirrr.  Yes,  sir. 

Qumtlon.  How  is  that  board  appointed  t 

AuHiver.  By  the  Innird  of  <*oun*y  su|)ervisor8. 

Qutntiou.  By  wh<im  are  th«*  county  surn-rvisors  appoiute^l  T 

Anntrcr.  By  the  {governor  of  the  State, 

l^huHiiov,  You  say  there  is  a  limit  to  the  amount  of  tax  that  may  be  levied  for  si-hool 
purpchses  f 

AtiMirvr,  Yi'S,  sir. 

QucMtiou.  What  is  that  limit  T 

Aumrer.  live  mills  on  the  dollar  for  the  purpose  of  paying  teachers,  for  the  teachers' 
fund,  and  tin  mills  on  the  <lollar  fur  bniblin;^  purposes. 

(iuexiion.    I  hat  makes  tifteen  mills  in  all? 

AnHircr.   Yes,  sir. 

Qtit^Hon.  'I  hat  is  levied  U]>on  the  property? 

Ahnu't>'.  That  is  to  be  levied  upon  the  property  of  the  county. 

(jHf'Htion.  It  is  not  a  poll  tax  in  any  shape f 

Anauer,  Tin'  pull  tax  trcs's  to  the  sehool  fund:  but  the  tax  we  have  been  talkinjj 
nlKMit  i.i  a  <lin-et  tax,  levit.'d  by  the  boanl  of  snpervi.sors  under  the  laws  of  the  felate; 
the  ]mj1I  tax  is  a  d'reet  tax  levied  by  the  State. 

(Jtfs.'ion.  The  amount  raised  by  the  ])oll  tax  is  distributed  to  the  counties  T 

AnKim:  Yts.  sir:  it  goes  to  tin;  board  of  school  direetors. 

i^Htsfion.  'I  iiis  M-hooi  tax  is  levied  <lirectly  by  the  board  of  supervisors  upon  the 
property  of  t  htr  county  ? 

Amtinr.  \vs.  sir. 

(jtN.<t,on.  Those  supervisors  derive  their  appointment  fnmi  thegovernor  of  the  State? 

Avxtt'fi'.  Ye»<.  sir. 

OfteHtujn.  Ihe  tax  leviefl  in  your  county  is  the  full  amount  allowed  by  law  ? 

AnHinr.  Ni».  sir;  our  tax.-ible  property  in  tli»^  county  was  about  sl.tXMJ.OJX);  we  ask«Hl 
for  a  nttle  less,  I  thiidv.  th;in  s.;(i,OOJ),  less  thati  three-quarters  of  one  jier  cent.;  the 
limit  fixed  by  the  law  is  one  and  a  half  jht  cent. 

l^'  (Hiiou.  Who  lixe.s  the  valuation  of  pioperty  for  taxable  purposi'S  ? 

Aiimver.  That  is  <lone  by  the  assessor  of  the  county:  the  assessor  goes  around  and 
niake<t  his  assessments  the  same  as  iu  any  other  State,  1  supp<»s<.'.  The  schiK)!  lM>anl 
have  nothing  to  do  outsichrot  making  the  est4niate  of  the  amount  needed  for  se  I:  (k>1 
purpo.M's,  and  handing  it  to  the  board  of  sujiervisors.  When  we  have  ilone  that,  our 
duty  is  performed, 

QtuHtion.  And  it  is  obligatory  upon  the  board  of  su^iervisors  to  raise  that  amount  ? 

Aneuer.  Y'es,  sir;  if  w«'  are  within  the  limits  of  the  law. 

Qut'Hfion.  If  ycm  were  in  excess  of  what  the  law  allowed,  they  would  not  do  it  ? 

AuHirtr.  No,  sir;  they  would  not  do  it. 

Qiu'Htiou.  You  say  the  comx>laiut  by  the  persons  there  was  that  they  were  comiH*lkd 
to  .sup|)ort  th«se  schools  ? 

AuKuer.  Y<k,  sir ;  there  was  u-.ore  excitement  got  up  on  the  school  tax  than  on  any 
other  question,  with  the  exce]>tion  of  the  railroad  tax,  and  I  do  not  know  that  I  will 
even  except  that.     W<;  also  li.id  a  railroad  tax  iu  the  county. 

Qurstion.  How  was  that  levietl  ? 

Anffinr.  That  was  voted  ujkiu  the  county  by  a  direct  vote  of  the  people;  there  was  a 
fifteen  thousand  dollar  railroad  tax  to  l>e  collected. 

Qucfftion,  That  was  vote<l  by  the  peoph*  ? 

AnHirtr.  Yes,  sir ;  in  November  of  last  year. 

Quefftion.  By  the  people  who  had  no  property  to  be  taxed  as  well  aa  by  those  who 
had? 

Anmrer,  Y'es,  sir ;  it  was  voted  by  the  people  of  the  county.  It  was  Greneral  Forrest's 
road,  and  it  received  the  most  hearty  sanction  of  all  the  democrats  in  the  county. 

Question.  In  what  sense  is  it  his  roadf 
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Answer.  It  is  the  Memphis  and  Selma  road,  the  one  of  which  he  is  president.  There 
was  a  great  deal  of  feeling  got  up  on  the  railroad  tax,  and  also  a  great  deal  on  the 
school  tax,  or  upon  the  school  system. 

Question.  The  school  tax  was  not  voted  by  the  people  f 

Answer.  They  had  a  very  good  chance  to  vote  in  the  elections  when  they  voted  for 
members  of  the  legislature  ;  the  scliool  law  was  made  by  the  legislature  of  the  State. 

Question.  Which  one  ;  the  last  one? 

Answer.  All  the  school  law  we  have  was  the  legislation  of  the  State  legislature. 

Question.  The  Inst  legislature  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  How  much  chance  had  the  people  to  elect  that  legislature  f 

Anstcer.  The  people  to  elect  that  legislature  t 

Question.  How  much  chance  had  the  people  in  the  election  of  members  of  that  legis- 
lature ;  what  had  they  to  do  with  that  T 

Answer.  I  can  only  speak  with  regard  to  my  own  county;  I  know  there  never  was 
a  more  nntrammeled  vote  cast  in  the  State  since  I  have  been  there  than  the  vote  in 
1869. 

Question.  Were  there  not  a  largo  number  of  people  entirely  excluded  from  the  right 
of  suffrage  ? 

Ansirer.  Under  the  fourteenth  amendment  f 

Queiftion.  Under  the  reconstruction  laws. 

Anmcer.  Those  were  the  only  ones. 

Question.  That  excluded  very  nearly  the  entire  white  population  T 

Ansteer.  Not  in  my  county ;  it  excluded  very  few  in  my  county ;  most  of  the  people 
voted  at  the  election  in  1869,  certainly. 

By  Mr.  Beck  : 

Question.  That  was  the  election  held  under  General  Ames  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Blair.  It  excluded  every  person  who  had  ever  taken  an  oath  to  support  the 
Constitution  of  the  United  States  and  held  any  office ;  that  was  construed  by  the  mili- 
tary authorities  who  executed  that  law,  to  exclude  the  sexton  of  a  church. 

Mr.  Pool.  In  what  State  f 

Mr.  Blair.  In  Louisiana,  for  one ;  and  every  man  who  had  ever  been  a  Justice  of  the 
peace  or  a  constable  was  excluded. 

Mr.  Beck.  And  a  supervisor  of  a  highway. 

Mr.  Blair.  It  is  absurd  to  say  it  did  not  exclude  almost  every  man  of  intelligence  or 
education  in  the  community. 

By  Mr.  Beck  : 

Question.  What  is  the  white  population  of  your  county? 

Answer.  I  cannot  tell  exactly ;  I  do  not  know. 

Questi4m.  Can  you  guess  somewhere  about  what  it  is  f 

Answer.  The  whole  population,  children  and  all,  I  should  suppose  was  not  far  from 
ten  thousand. 

Question.  Of  whites? 

Answer.  No;  I  am  mistaken  in  that;  there  are  but  about  five  or  six  thousand  whites. 

Qtiestion.  How  many  blacks  ? 

Answer.  Probably  nine  or  ten  thousand ;  I  presume  it  is  very  likely  there  are  sixteen 
thousand  inhabitants  in  the  county. 

Question.  You  have,  therefore,  very  nearly  twice  as  many  blacks  as  whites  ? 

Answer.  Perhaps  not  twice  as  many,  but  not  far  from  that. 

Question.  All  the  property  is  pretty  much  owned  by  the  white  people  in  the  county  ? 

Answer.  Almost  altogether ;  there  are  but  few  colored  men  who  own  property  there. 

Question.  You  say  you  had  twenty-six  schools  in  that  county  ? 

Answer.  We  had  many  more  than  that ;  there  were  twenty-six  interrupted. 

Question.  How  many  schools  did  you  attempt  to  establish  in  your  county  ? 

Answer.  About  sixty  in  all. 

Question.  Your  proposition  was  to  tax  the  property  holders  of  the  county  to  build 
those  school-houses  and  supply  teachers  ? 

Ansteer.  Yes,  sir ;  that  was  the  school  law  of  the  State— what  everybody  proposed  to  do. 

By  Mr.  Coburn  : 
Question.  Did  that  include  schools  of  both  colors? 
Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

By  Bfr.  Beck: 
Question.  All  the  tax  had  to  come  out  of  the  white  people,  of  course  ? 
Answer.  Not  all.    If  a  man  owns  a  cow  in  our  State  he  has  to  pay  a  school  tax ;  all 
property  is  taxable ;  there  is  very  little  exempt.    Colored  men  own  some  stock,  but  not 
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much  land.    The  great  minority  of  the  tax  of  Monroe  Coaoty  came  out  of  the  white 
people. 

Question,  Was  it  supposed  that  the  building  of  sixty  school-houses,  and  the  employ- 
ment of  that  number  of  teachers,  the  keeping  up  of  that  machinery,  with  the  people 
impoverished,  as  your  people  had  been,  was  a  reasonable  thing  to  do  in  one  yearf 

Answer.  We  thought  it  was  very  moderate  indeed.  There  were  not  sixty  school- 
houses  to  be  built ;  we  only  asked  for  about  $9,000  for  school-house  purposes ;  the  rt-^t 
was  for  the  payment  of  teachers.  But  there  were  more  white  schools  in  our  county 
than  colored  schools. 

Question,  How  did  you  come  to  be  a  United  States  officer  and  a  State  officer  at  thi 
same  time  1    Was  there  no  incompatibility  in  the  positions  f 

Awncer.  The  appointment  was  made ;  I  suppose  the  fact  was  well  understood  by  the 
Department ;  I  cannot  answer  for  that.  1  know  that  almost  every  United  States  officer 
has  at  different  times  held  minor  State  offices. 

Quesiion.  At  the  same  time  with  the  other  offices  f 

Answer,  At  the  same  time,  a  great  many  of  them :  I  will  not  say  all. 

Question,  Is  that  the  rule  in  any  northern  State  T  Did  yon  ever  know  it  to  occnr  in 
any  except  the  reconstructed  States  f 

Answer.  I  am  not  sure  that  I  have  seen  it  so  much  in  the  northern  States. 

Question.  Did  you  ever  see  it  there  at  all  f 

Ansicer.  I  do  not  know  that  I  have ;  I  do  not  remember. 

Question.  Is  there  nothing  that  you  know  of  in  the  laws  either  of  the  United  States 
or  of  the  State  of  Mississippi  to  prevent  a  man  from  holding  a  Federal  office  and  a  State 
office  at  the  same  time  f 

Answer.  Nothing  that  I  know  of. 

Question.  Since  you  went  to  that  county  you  have  held  the  office  of  Bureau  agent  f 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  beg  your  pardon. 

Question.  Since  yon  went  to  Mississippi,  then  f 

Answer.  I  served  in  Mississippi  as  a  Bureau  officer. 

Question.  For  what  length  of  time  f 

Anstcer.  Some  eighteen  mouths,  I  think. 

Question,  In  the  employ  of  General  Howard  f 

Answer.  1  was  in  his  Bureau ;  but  I  have  never  served  as  a  Bniean  officer  in  the  county 
of  Monroe. 

Question.  Since  you  have  been  in  the  county  of  Monroe  you  have  been  sheriff,  super- 
intendent of  schools,  and  United  States  assistant  assessor  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  I  was  sheriff  for  the  extreme  period  of  six  weeks. 

Question.  You  say  yon  have  not  over  twenty  white  republicans  in  the  county  f 

Ansicer.  I  do  not  think  wo  have. 

Question.  And  never  have  had  f 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question,  What  are  your  Judge,  sheriff,  and  clerk  of  the  coimty ;  are  they  republicans 
pr  democrats  f 

Answer.  We  are  classed  with  other  counties  so  far  as  Judges  are  concerned— both  the 
chancellor  and  the  circuit  judge. 

Question.  What  are  they  f 

Answer.  The  circuit  Judge,  I  think,  is  a  republican  ;  the  chancellor  was  always  ac- 
counted a  democrat. 

Question.  Who  appointed  him  f 

Answer.  Governor  Alcorn. 

Question.  All  your  officers  are  appointees  of  Governor  Alcorn  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Qtiestion.  Kvei^  officer  in  the  county  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Governor  Alcorn  was  elected  by  the  people  as  a  republican  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  I  said  every  officer  was  appointed  by  Mi.  Alcorn ;  I  will  qualify  that ; 
I  really  was  appointed  by  the  State  board  of  education. 

Question.  The  members  of  the  State  lioard  were  appointed  by  Governor  Alcorn  T 

Answer.  No,  sir,  they  are  elected.  Judge  Morris,  whom  you  had  here  yesterday,  was 
one  of  three  members  of  the  State  board  of  education. 

Question.  They  are  all  republicans  f 

Anstcer,  Yes,  sir,  elected  by  over  40,000  majority. 

Question.  So  that  all  the  official  machinery  of  your  county  is  republican,  in  one  form 
or  other  f 

Anstcer.  Yes,  sir,  it  is  a  republican  county. 

Questiwt.  Your  judges,  sheriffs,  clerks,  and  others,  of  course,  have  the  control  over  the* 
selection  of  the  juries,  have  they  not  7 

Answer.  Our  sheriff  never  was  accounted  a  republican  in  the  world  ;  I  do  not  know 
that  he  ever  voted  the  republican  ticket. 
^  Question.  I  did  not  ask  you  that  question. 
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Jnswer.  Tbe  officers,  of  conrse,  have  the  control  and  selection  of  juries. 

Question,  That  is  the  question  I  asked  yon.  You  have  told  me  what  your  officer^ 
were.  Therefore,  in  the  trial  of  causes  your  judge  and  the  officers  who*^ select  your 
jurors  were  either  the  appointees  of  Governor  Alcorn,  or  were  themselves  elected  as 
republicans  f 

Anmcer.  Yes,  sir,  that  is  correct. 

Question.  You  spoke  of  one  man  who  was  killed,  who  was  the  president  of  a  republican 
club.    What  do  you  mean  by  that,  what  sort  of  a  club  f 

Question,  Well,  sir,  it  is  a  republican  organization  ;  the  parties  merely  get  together 
and  sign  a  paper.  There  is  no  oath  at  all  in  the  Monroe  County  clubs,  none  given  or 
taken  ;  they  are  just  merely  local  organizations  among  themselves.  And  the  man  who 
was  killed  was  the  president  of  one  of  them. 

Question,  The  machinery  of  those  clubs  is  pretty  much  run  by  you  fifteen  or  twenty 
white  men  t 

Ansver.  Well,  the  republicans  run  the  republican  clubs. 

Question,  Well,  do  you  fifteen  or  twenty  white  men  control  the  clubs  or  not  i 

Answer,  I  cannot  say  that  they  control  them  ;  I  do  not  know  that  I  have  ever  seen 
that  club  in  my  life. 

Question,  What  per  cent,  of  your  negro  population  can  read  and  write  ? 

Answer,  A  very  small  per  cent. ;  I  do  not  thmk  we  have  more  than  a  hundred  colored 
voters  in  the  county  who  can  read  ;  it  is  a  very  small  proportion. 

Question,  Did  the  two  men  who  turned  State's  evidence  at  Oxford  make  any  confes- 
sion until  after  it  was  proved  they  were  the  guilty  parties. 

Att9wer.  Not  until  after  they  were  arrested  as  Ku-Klux ;  they  were  arrested  upon  the 
charge  of  murder. 

Question,  Did  they  make  any  confession  until  after  the  wife  of  the  man  who  was 
killed — he  was  killed,  was  he  not  f 

AnsfPer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Did  they  make  any  confession  until  after  the  wife  of  the  man  who  was 
killed  swore  to  their  identity  f 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question,  It  was  proven  against  them  first  before  they  made  any  confession  ? 

Answer.  The  indictment  was  found  against  them. 

Question.  She  had  been  before  the  grand  jury  and  identified  them,  before  they  made 
any  confession  f 

Anstcer.  That  is  the  fact,  as  I  understand  it ;  I  was  not  before  the  grand  jury,  and  I 
cannot  tell  exactly  whether  the  indictment  was  found  on  her  testimony  altogether  or 
not.  But  it  was  her  testimony  that  caused  the  indictment  of  the  men,  I  think ;  there 
is  no  question  about  that. 

Question.  And  it  was  after  they  were  indicted|  after  she  had  sworn  against  them,  that 
they  turned  Staters  evidence  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Thejr  were  both  colored  men  t 

Answer,  Y^es,  sir. 

Question,  Did  she  identify  anybody  but  those  two  men  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  several. 

Question,  How  many  white  men  did  she  identify  f 

Answer.  I  think  she  identified  eight  or  ten  men. 

Question.  You  are  speaking  of  her  testimony  beforo  tbe  grand  jury  f 

Answer,  I  cannot  say  much  in  reference  to  the  testimony  before  the  grand  jury,  for  I 
did  not  see  that  testimony ;  but  I  heard  the  testimony  given  in  the  court. 

Question,  You  heard  her  testify  iu  the  court  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  It  was  after  these  men  turned  State's  evidence  that  you  heard  her  testify  f 

Anstcer,  Yes.  sir. 

Question,  What  she  testified  to  before  they  turned  State's  evidence  you  don't  know  T 

Answer,  No,  sir. 

Question,  You  never  heard  how  many  she  identified  before  the  grand  jury  ? 

Answer,  No,  sir. 

Question.  What  excuse,  if  any,  did  those  men  give  for  not  having  confessed  before 
they  were  identified  f 

Answer,  They  told  me  that  they  were  afraid  ;  that  is  all. 

Question,  Were  they  any  more  afraid  before  Identification  by  her  than  afterward  ? 

Answer,  They  were  assured  protection  by  the  officers  of  the  court. 

Question,  After  it  was  proved  on  them  T 

Answer.  The^  were  told  that  if  they  confessed  they  would  be  protected  against  any 
outrage ;  nothing  further  than  that.  They  were  protected  then,  while  before  they 
were  not ;  that  is  all  I  know.  They  lived  in  the  community,  and  if  they  had  told 
before  it  might  have  cost  them  their  lives,  or  a  great  deal  of  trouble. 

Question.  You  say  the  men  who  were  tried  for  that  first  case  of  killing  were  acquitted  f 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


292        CONDITION  OF  AFFAIRS  IN   THE   SOUTHERN  STATES. 

Answer,  Yes,  sir;  those  who  were  tried  for  killiDe  the  two  Flint  boys. 
'     Question,  The  Judge  who  tried  them  was  a  repubucan  t 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  And  the  officers  of  the  court  were  republicans  f 

Answer,  They  were  appointed  by  Governor  Alcorn. 

Question,  And  yet,  tried  in  a  court  of  that  sort,  with  that  class  of  offloeis,  they  were 
acquitted—found  not  guilty  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  They  were  tried  by  a  jury  selected  by  republican  officers,  were  they  not  f 

Answer,  They  were  tried  by  a  jury  selected  by  the  authorities  of  our  coonty. 

Question,  You  think  tliat  acquittal  was  in  the  &ce  of  the  evidenoe,  and  in  violation 
of  itr 

Answer,  I  do ;  I  heard  the  testimony  myself. 

Question,  Has  that  testimony  ever  been  printed  f 

Answer,  No,  sir,  not  that  I  know  of. 

Question,  What  was  the  name  of  your  Judge  f 

Answer.  Judge  Boone. 

Question,  What  is  his  first  name  f 

Answer.  I  do  not  remember  his  first  name. 

Question.  Is  he  Judge  of  your  circuit  now  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Was  any  fault  found  by  him  with  the  verdict  in  any  way  f 

Ansiper,  1  never  talked  with  him  on  the  subject  at  all :  I  could  not  tell  yon. 

Question,  Yoii  just  have  your  own  opinion  that  {the  jury  peijured  themselves,  and 
found  a  false  verdict  Y 

Answer,  That  is  my  opinion. 

Question.  Did  the  judge  deliver  the  law  properly  to  them  T 

Anstcer,  I  do  not  know,  I  was  not  there  at  the  time. 

Question,  Yon  heard  the  trial  f 

Answer,  I  heard  the  three  men  testify  before  the  court. 

Question,  Did  you  hear  all  the  testimony  f 

Answer.  I  did  not  hear  all  the  testimony  about  the  aliMs  ;  I  heard  some  of  it 

Question,  How  do  you  know,  without  hearing  all  the  testimony,  whether  the  verdict 
was  a  true  one  or  not  f 

Answer.  That  is  my  opinion. 

Question,  You  did  not  hear  all  the  testimony  f 

Answer,  It  is  my  opinion  that  it  was  an  incorrect  verdict. 

Question,  You  do  not  know  what  was  proven  for  the  defense  f 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  I  could  not  know  what  was  proven,  unless  I  heard  it  all. 

Question,  If  a  negro  was  to  swear  that  at  a  quarter  past  3  o'clock  to-day  [pointing 
to  the  clock]  I  had  killed  a  man  in  Georgetown,  and  Judge  Poland  and  the  other  mem- 
bers of  this  committee  were  to  swear  that  at  that  time  I  was  stting  in  my  seat  bere, 
and  I  was  acquitted  on  that  testimony,  would  you  say  I  was  wrongfully  acquitted? 

Answer,  No,  sir. 

Question,  How  do  you  know  but  what  Just  as  strong  evidence  as  that  was  given 
there? 

Answer,  I  do  not  know ;  but  I  understand  that  all  the  men  In  the  Kn-EIns  organ- 
ization are  sworn  to  protect  each  other. 

Question,  Do  you  understand  that  all  the  white  men  in  your  country  are  liarB,  and 
all  the  negroes  tell  the  truth  f 

Answer,  No,  sir— certainly  not. 

Question,  Do  yon  believe  all  the  negroes  there  tell  the  truth  T 

Ansioer.  No,  sir ;  of  course  I  do  not. 

Question.  Then,  if  a  respectable  white  man  should  go  up  and  swear  to  a  state  of 
faets  inconsistent  with  the  statement  of  a  negro,  which  would  you  believe,  the  wbit« 
man  or  the  negro  f 

Ans\cer.  I  should  want  to  hear  both  sides  of  the  testimony,  and  then  make  np  mv 
opinion  about  it. 

Question,  You  do  not  do  that  in  this  case;  you  did  not  hear  both  sides;  so  yon  bare 
Just  told  me. 

Answer.  I  told  you  that  I  did  not  hear  all  the  testimony  for  the  alibis. 

Question.  Yet  you  come  here  and  swear  before  this  committee  that  in  your  Jadgment 
that  jury  perjured  themselves. 

Answer,  I  state  that,  in  my  opinion,  that  was  an  incorrect  verdict;  I  cannot  6tate 
it  any  more  plainly.  I  heard  the  evidence,  and  I  have  understood  how  the  oijganizfr 
tion  IS  governed  in  that  respect.  I  have  Stated  that  is  my  opinion  of  the  verdict,  and 
I  swear  that  is  ray  opinion. 

Questiim,  Yon  do  not  know  whether  those  men  who  were  on  trial  had  anything  to  do 
with  that  murder  or  not  ? 

QuesHon.  I  was  not  with  them ;  I  merely  heard  the  evidenoe  for  the  pTOseeution. 
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Question,  And  all  the  evidence  yon  have  given  here,  except  in  yonr  own  case,  was 
fit>m  hearsay,  the  tales  of  other  people. 

Anmctr,  Certainly;  I  was  not  ac  any  other  Ku-Klnx  raid  but  my  own. 

Question.  Yon  say  that  you  had  been  in  the  exercise  of  your  duty  at  all  times,  strictly 
within  the  line  of  it,  and  had  never  given  any  just  cause  of  ofifense  to  anybody,  in  the 
management  of  your  affairs  T 

Ansu-er,  I  do  say  so  most  positively ;  there  never  has  been  any  charge  made  against 
me  in  all  the  troubles  that  we  have  had  in  my  county. 

Question,  When  did  you  make  up  this  little  book  from  which  you  were  reading  the 
cases  you  stated  here  f 

Anticer,  The  items  in  my  own  case  I  put  down  directly  after  the  thing  occurred ;  I 
think  it  waa  either  on  the  Saturday  or  the  Sunday  after. 

Question,  And  the  other  items  which  you  read. — when  did  you  put  them  down  f 

Answer,  I  put  them  down  at  different  times  as  I  got  them.    I  transferred  them  to 
this  book  all  at  one  time. 
.    Question.  How  long  were  you  acting  as  deputy  United  States  marshal? 

Answer,  About  two  weeks. 

Question.  Still  holding  all  the  other  offices  at  the  same  time  T 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  So  that  you  then  were  holding  three  offices  at  once  T 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  I  was  a  special  deputy  to  make  these  arrests 

Question,  What  Property  do  you  own  in  the  county  T 

Answer.  Most  of^my  property  is  personal  property. 

Question.  Do  you  own  any  real  estate  in  that  county  T 

Answer.  No,  sir;  I  do  not ;  I  might  have  owned  some  if  I  thought  things  were  g^ing 
to  be  more  settled. 

Question,  The  &ct  is  that  you  do  not  own  any  T 

Answer.  I  do  not  own  any  in  the  county. 

Question,  Do  ^ou  own  any  in  Misssissippi  T 

Answer.  No,  sir.  I  will  state  that  I  planted  very  largely  there  in  1866.  I  have 
taken  a  great  deal  of  money  into  that  county  and  used  it  there. 

Question.  What  was  the  amount  of  tax  that  you  expected  to  collect  from  the  people 
of  that  county  for  school  purposes? 

Answer,  It  was  between  twenty-nine  thousand  and  thirty  thousand  dollars,  I  think; 
that  was  the  estimate  handed  to  the  board  of  supervisors,  and  it  has  never  been 
changed. 

Question.  The  bulk  of  the  property  of  the  people  consists  in  real  estate,  does  it  notf 

Answer,  I  expect  it  would  be  safe  to  say  the  bulk,  the  majority  of  it ;  but  I  think  the 
personal  property  and  the  real  estate  are  very  nearly  equal;  that  is  what  I  remember 
from  looking  at  the  personal  lists  of  tlie  county. 

Question,  Are  the  people  of  your  county  all  wealthy  now  T 

Answer.  Many  of  them  are;  they  pay  large  incomes;  that  is  the  way  I  Judge;  I 
know  what  their  taxes  are  to  the  Government. 

Question.  Are  those  Oxford  trials  still  progressing  T 

Answer.  No,  sir;  the  habeas  corpus  case  was  closed,  and  the  men  were  released  on 
bonds. 

Qu^tion,  How  many  of  them  were  held  T 

Answer.  I  think  they  were  all  released. 

Question.  How  many  were  held  to  bail  f 

Answer.  I  think  twenty-eight  of  them  were. 

Question.  Are  they  all  white  people,  except  those  two  who  turned  State's  evidence  f 

Anstcer.  No.  sir ;  there  are  four  colored  men  out  of  the  twenty-eight. 

Question.  Tnere  were  two  colored  men  in  the  same  raid,  besides  the  two  who  turned' 
State's  evidence? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  How  came  they  to  be  mixed  up  with  the  whites  in  raids  of  that  sort  t 

Answer.  1  cannot  tell  you ;  I  know  that  one  of  them  was  always  said  to  vote  the 
democratic  ticket,  the  ouly  one  I  know  out  of  all  the  crowd. 

Question.  Has  anybody  ever  come  to  you  with  any  complaint  and  admitted  that  he 
had  done  wrong,  or  that  there  was  any  reasonable  cause  for  interrupting  him  Y 

Answer.  1  do  not  know  that  ever  any  one  did.    Under  what  circumstances  ? 

Question.  Under  any  sort  of  circumstances. 

Anstcer.  About  these  Ku-Klux  matters  T 

Question,  Yes;  did  any  of  these  people  who  came  to  yon  ever  admit  they  had  done 
wrong? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  do  not  know  that  any  ever  did. 

(Question.  They  all  know  you  are  a  leading  republican  ? 

Answer.  A  great  many  of  our  colored  people  know  me  as  a  republican  in  that 
connty. 

Question,  All  who  come  to  you  know  you  are  a  republican  T 
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Anstrer.  Certainly. 

Question.  And  they  come  to  yon,  when  they  come  at  all,  to  get  your  aid  and  assist- 
ance f 

Anmrer.  They  frequently  come  to  me  with  their  stones  and  troubles. 

Question.  And  they  make  their  own  republicanism  very  clearly  known  to  yon  when 
they  come  ? 

Answer.  If  they  are,  as  the  most  of  them  who  are  attacked  are,  if  they  are  generally 
leaders.  I  know  whether  they  are  republicans  or  not;  if  they  are  leading  men  in  their 
neighborhoods,  I  know  it. 

By  3Ir.  Pool  : 

Question,  I  will  refer  for  a  moment  to  the  trial  in  the  Flint  case ;  I  will  ajsk  you  if 
there  were  any  colored  men  on  that  Jury  f 

Ansurer.  Not  one. 

Question.  They  were  all  white  men? 

Atuncer.  All  white  men. 

Question.  Do  colored  men  usually  sit  upon  Juries  there  f 

^H«irer.  Yes,  sir ;  they  have  in  every  other  case  in  that  county  since  the  order  of 
General  Ames  was  issued,  allowing  them  to  sit  on  Juries ;  that  case  is  the  only  excep- 
tion. 

Question.  Does  anybody  have  the  selection  of  the  Jury,  or  are  their  names  drawn 
from  a  box  f 

Anmcer.  This  was  a  special  venire;  1  suppose  the  officers  of  the  county  drew  the 
names. 

Question.  Were  you  present  when  they  were  drawn  f 

A  usurer .  No,  sir. 

Question.  Mr.  Beck  spoke  of  there  bein^  a  republican  Judge  and  republican  officers. 
Do  the  rei)ublican  officers  have  the  selection  of  the  Juries? 

Answer .  They  have  the  drawing  of  the  venire;  that  is  alL 

Question.  A  list  of  names  is  put  in  the  box,  and  it  is  all  chance  who  are  drawn  out ! 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Those  men  were  on  trial  for  murder  T 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Do  you  know  how  many  peremptory  challenges  the  defense  had  T 

Answer.  I  do  not ;  they  exhausted  their  cuallenges. 

Question.  Did  they  challenge  any  colored  man  as  a  Juror  T 

Answer.  1  do  not  know ;  I  cannot  state  that  positively. 

Question.  But  it  was  so  arranged  in  some  way  that  they  were  all  white  men  on  the 
Jury? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Have  you  any  reason  to  believe  that  any  one  on  that  Jury  was  a  member  of 
the  Ku-Klux  organization  ? 

Att9icer.  1  did  not  know  many  of  the  men. 

Question.  You  say  they  attempted  to  prove  an  alibi  T 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Is  that  a  common  resort  of  the  Ku-Klux  when  they  are  brought  up  for 
trial  f 

Answer.  That  is  the  only  cose  we  have  had  in  our  county ;  I  cannot  speak  with  refer- 
ence to  other  cases,  except  the  Oxford  case ;  they  tried  it  there. 

Question.  They  tried  to  prove  an  alibi  in  that  case  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  You  say  it  is  your  understanding  that  there  is  an  oath  taken  by  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Ku-Klux  Klan  that  they  will  swear  for  each  other  T 

Awtwer.  That  is  my  understanding. 

Question.  Could  they  well  swear  for  each  other  in  any  other  way  than  to  prove  an 
alibi  t 

Answer.  In  the  trials? 

Question.  Yes,  sir. 

Anmcer.  Not  that  I  know  of, 

Question.  They  could  not  swear  otherwise  without  confessing  that  they  were  present 
when  the  outrage  was  committed  f 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Is  that  the  reason  why  yon  put  little  confidence  in  their  proof  of  an  alibi  f 

Answer.  That  is  one  ground  for  my  opinion  ;  then  I  have  no  confidence  in  their  trial 
by  our  State  courts ;  I  believe  they  will  do  everything  to  get  their  own  members  on 
the  Jury;  that  was  really  the  foundation  of  my  opinion. 

Question.  And  will  perjure  themselves  by  swearing  to  an  alibi  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  I  heard  the  testimony  there,  and  it  was  very  plain  and  positive; 
there  was  no  equivocating  at  all;  three  men  swore  positively  that  those  were  the  men, 
and  they  saw  them. 
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Question,  Yon  say  their  success  in  getting  clear  in  that  case,  where  the  evidence  was 
BO  poeitive  against  them,  seemed  to  embolden  the  Ku-Klux  organization  T 

Answer,  It  seemed  to  let  them  entirely  loose  upon  the  people. 

Quesiian,  Did  yon  see  that  manifested  in  the  demeanor  of  men  in  that  connty  f 

Answer,  Not  so  much  in  that  way. 

Question,  But  shortly  afterwards  these  outrages  again  commenced  T 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Was  any  further  effort  made  to  bring  anybody  to  trial  for  these  offenses? 

Answer,  There  never  has  been  in  that  county ;  that  seemed  to  (lut  a  quietus  on  all 
efforts  of  our  courts  to  do  anything. 

Question,  In  the  trial  in  the  United  States  court  at  Oxford,  you  say  the  wife  of  the 
party  who  was  killed  identified  these  colored  men,  and  some  white  men  besides  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Had  you  known  Joe  Davis  or  Hatch  before  f 

Answer,  I  had  seen  Joe  Davis  ;  I  never  saw  Hatch  before. 

Question,  How  did  Joe  Davis  vote  at  the  election  T 

Answer,  Ho  was  a  republican. 

Question.  He  stated  tnat  he  was  made  to  g;o  with  them. 

Answer,  Yes,  sir,  that  he  was  forced  to  go  in  with  them. 

Question,  And  in  the  raids  he  was  put  ahead  and  made  to  take  the  first  of  the  danger  T 

Anexcer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  He  was  made  to  take  the  man  fh)m  under  the  bed  that  night,  so  that  if  any 
shot  was  fired  by  him  he  would  get  it  T 

Anmcer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Is  it  alleged  in  that  county  that  those  were  colored  men  who  disguised 
themselves  and  their  horses,  and  went  around  and  committed  these  crimes  ? 

Answer.  I  saw  an  article  in  one  issue  of  the  Aberdeen  Examiner  which  said  that  the 
whole  Klan  seemed  to  be  colored  men. 

Question.  That  is  a  democratic  paper  published  there  f 

Anstcer.  Yes,  sir.  It  was  stated  while  I  was  in  Washington  here  that  Mr.  Ross 
thought  he  recognized  a  negro's  foot  in  the  crowd ;  and  another  incident  was  brought 
out  to  make  them  think  that  a  colored  man  waa  in  it.  And  the  paper  said  that  it  seemed 
that  the  whole  Klan  were  colored  men. 

Question,  That  was  said  in  a  democratic  paper  at  the  time  T 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Was  any  apology  offered  in  the  paper  for  it,  any  palliation  for  such  offenses  f 

Answer.  It  said  many  things  in  their  favor,  yes,  sir;  it  used  all  its  efibrts  toward  up- 
holding the  Ku-Klux. 

Question,  Did  that  paper  claim  that  the  Ku-Klux  organization  was  composed  of  col- 
ored men,  or  siniplv  that  this  company  that  went  about  were  colored  men  f 

Answer.  It  said  that  the  Ku-Klux  Klan  seemed  to  be  composed  of  colored  men. 

Question,  And  still  it  was  in  the  habit  of  apologizing  to  some  extent  for  their  out- 
rages? 

Answer  Yes,  sir.    Many  of  the  press  in  my  State  uphold  the  Ku-Klux. 

Question.  Do  any  of  the  republican  press  uphold  them  f 

Answer,  Not  that  I  know  of. 

Question,  Did  you  see  many  of  the  men  who  were  after  yon  that  night ;  did  you  see 
enough  of  them  to  be  able  to  state  whether  they  were  colored  men  or  white  men  f 

Anttwer.  There  was  no  colored  man  there.  It  was  stated  by  this  Joe  Davis  that  there 
were  no  colored  men  in  the  crowd  that  night. 

Question,  He  was  not  there  f 

Answer,  No,  sir. 

Question.  Were  their  hands  disguised  T 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  You  could  tell  whether  they  were  white  or  colored  in  the  moonlight  that 
night  T 

Answer,  I  could  haV^e  told,  certainly. 

Question,  They  were  all  white  T 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  I  could  see  their  boots  and  pants,  and  I  could  judge  from  theii 
hands  and  feet  whether  they  were  genteelly  dressed  persons ;  most  of  them  were  gen- 
teel people  besides  being  white  people. 

Question.  Could  vou  not  tell  from  their  language  whether  they  were  white  or  colored  T 

Answer.  Certainly  I  could. 

Question,  Can  you  not  tell  a  colored  man  in  the  dark  by  his  language  T 

Answer,  Generally :  yes,  sir. 

Question,  W^as  the  language  of  those  men  that  of  white  men  T 

Answer,  Yes,  sir,  and  cultivated  men. 

Question,  Mr.  Boss  was  the  man  with  whom  yon  stopped  that  night  T 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Did  he  suppose  they  were  colored  men  T 
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Antwer,  He  said  he  thoaght  he  recofi^ized  one  as  a  colored  man  by  his  feet ;  he  said 
he  could  tell  a  negro's  foot  wherever  he  saw  it,  even  if  it  was  in  a  Ka-Klox  costmneL 

Quetiian,  Did  he  say  whether  there  were  more  than  one  there  T 

Answer,  No,  sir. 

Question.  Was  the  chief  of  the  Klan  who  attacked  yon  dressed  differently  firam  the 
others  T 

An$uxr.  No,  sir. 

Quegtian,  Were  any  orders  given  in  their  marching  T 

Arutwer,  Yes,  sir;  to  close  np,  to  keep  time,  and  to  be  qniet;  those  three  orders  I 
heard. 

QuegfUm.  You  say  there  is  a  general  state  of  terror  among  the  negroes  there  f 

Anstcer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Before  the  United  States  authorities  went  there  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Was  any  terror  manifested  among  the  white  democrats? 

Answer.  Not  at  alL 

Question.  They  did  not  seem  to  be  at  all  afraid  of  them  f 

Answer.  Not  at  alL 

Question.  Snpfiose  the  Kn-Klux  had  been  colored  men,  would  not  the  white  people 
have  l>een  afraid  T 

Answer.  Certainly  they  would. 

Question.  Have  you  any  idea  at  all  that  this  trumped-up  matter  about  their  being 
colored  men  is  anything  more  than  a  mere  sham  T 

Answer.  I  am  ftatisfieu  of  that,  from  the  men  that  I  saw ;  they  were  all  white  men. 

Question.  Do  the  white  people  in  that  community  even  allege  that  they  were  colored 
menf 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  They  do  not  allege  it  in  the  community  T 

Anstrer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  That  allegation  in  the  democratic  paper  was  an  exception  T 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Quetiiicn.  What  is  the  population  of  your  county  f 

Answer.  I  am  not  prepare<l  to  state  exactly ;  I  think,  though,  as  I  told  Mr.  Beck, 
that  it  is  some  sixteen  thousand  ;  not  far  from  that.  There  are  five  or  six  thousand 
whites,  and  I  think  some  eight  or  ten  thousand  colored  people. 

Question.  Is  that  a  rich,  prosperous  community  T 

Answer.  We  are  divided  by  the  Tombigbee  River ;  a  portion  of  the  county  is  very  rich 
land.  On  the  east  side  of  the  river  there  are  mostly  ixwr  men,  the  hill  people,  as  we 
call  them ;  but  in  the  fork  of  the  river,  where  I  was,  the  lands  are  better  ana  the  peo- 
ple are  more  wealthy.  Monroe  County  is  a  county  of  cultivated  and  educated  people, 
and  well  to  do. 

Question,  Wealthy  people  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  intelligent,  wealthy  people. 

Question.  Was  the  school  tax  of  $29,000  an  onerous  tax  on  that  people  f 

Answer.  I  thought  it  was  very  light.  We  did  not  go  to  near  the  limit  that  was  aUowed 
us  b}*'  the  law,  and  it  was  as  little  as  we  could  get  along  with. 

Question.  If  you  had  gone  to  the  extent  of  the  law  the  amount  would  have  been  much 
larger  T 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  about  $50,000. 

Question.  Nearly  double  the  amount  for  which  yon  asked  f 

Answer.  Just  al>out  double. 

Question.  Yon  <lid  not  go  to  more  than  one-half  the  extent  the  law  allowed  f 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  that  could  be  very  easily  told  ;  the  property  was  valued  at  $4,000,000, 
and  we  asked  for  only  $29,000 ;  that  was  not  more  than  half  what  the  law  allowed  us 
to  take. 

Question.  Have  there  been  any  Ku-Klux  outrages  in  counties  adjoining  yours  T  I 
think  you  said  there  had  been. 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  some  of  the  instances  I  gave  were  in  adjoining  counties. 

Question.  Did  those  persons  who  confessed  in  the  Oxford  case  that  they  were  mem- 
bers of  the  Klan,  give  the  signs  and  passwords  of  the  order  T 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  never  asked  them,  and  I  never  understood  anything  of  that  from 
them. 

Question.  Did  they  say  anything  about  its  being  an  organization  that  extendeil  beyond 
that  locality  f 

Answer.  They  did  not  seem  to  know  anything  about  that.  They  stated  that  they 
went  in  the  Klan  across  the  river  where  this  man  Abraham  Wamble  was  murdered ; 
that  was  the  only  time  they  said  they  were  across  the  river. 

Question.  Have  you  ever  talked  with  white  people  there  who  were  democmts  about 
this  outrage  upon  yourself? 

Answer.  Not  much,  very  little. 
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Question  Did  yon  ever  converse  witli  them  about  the  operations  of  the  Ka-Klux  T 

An»tPer.  A  great  deal  before  them. 

Quefition.  What  seemed  to  be  the  general  tone  of  sentiment  among  them  in  regard 
toitf 

Answer,  They  treated  it  as  a  sort  of  a  loke,  they  treated  it  very  lightly ;  when  they 
first  commenced  their  operations  there  tney  would  laugli  at  them  ;  the  people  stated 
that  it  was  only  boys'  fun ;  the  whole  disposition  of  the  community  seemed  to  be  to 
laugh  at  it.  And  ou  the  8th  of  March,  before  the  9tb,  when  I  was  attacked,  Mrs.  Willis 
was  talking  about  them,  and  called  them  the  regulators,  and  asked  me  jokingly,  if  I 
was  not  afmid  of  them.  The  whole  tenor  soeaed  to  be  to  laugh  and  Joke  at  the  Kn- 
Klnx. 

Question.  Was  that  Willis  family  a  democratic  family  T 

Ji}«irti*.  Yes,  sir,  a  very  respectable  family ;  I  dp  not  think  they  would  have  anything 
to  do  with  the  Ku-Klux. 

Question.  Did  the  negroes  treat  it  as  a  Joke  T 

Answer.  That  was  the  time  when  I  stated  I  had  never  seen  such  excitement  in  my 
life! 

Question.  The  negroes  wore  frightened  T 

Ansioer.  Tlioy  were  perfectly  panic  stricken.  This  familjr  was  a  very  wealthy 
family,  and  hud  a  great  deal  of  laud  to  work.  Mrs.  Willis  said  that  their  operations 
had  demoralized  their  freedmen,  so  that  they  could  not  get  them  to  work,  and  their 
crop  was  going  to  be  injured,  if  not  ruined,  for  want  of  work ;  that  there  was  such  a 
state  of  excitement  there  that  the  fteedmen  would  not  work. 

Question.  Do  the  colored  people  seem  to  be  encouraged  to  work  better^  and  to  feel 
more  secure,  siuco  the  United  States  Government  has  put  its  hand  upon  this  matter  t 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  the  crops  are  going  ahead  now. 

Question.  What  was  the  effect  which  these  arrests  produced  upon  the  white  people 
when  you  went  down  there  f 

Answer.  It  was  very  calming;  they  seemed  to  be  very  much  afraid  of  the  United 
States  authorities ;  very  fearful. 

Question,  Was  there  any  demonstration  made  in  favor  of  the  prisoners  after  you  took 
them? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir :  when  I  came  into  town  they  were  treated  with  great  respNect,  and 
some  enthusiasm,  out  still  they  were  more  or  less  careful  how  they  expressed  it.  One 
family  took  the  whole  band  of  Ku-Klux  home  with  them  to  dinner. 

Question.  You  mean  the  prisoners  you  had  arrested  T 

A  nswei\  Yes,  si  r ;  t  hey  asked  if  the^  could  have  the  privilege  of  taking  them  home  to  dine 
with  them,  one  of  the  iirst  families  in  town,  the  most  wealthy ;  I  gave  them  the  oppor- 
tunity to  give  them  a  good  dinner.  The  feeling  was  that  of  sympathy  with  the  Kn- 
Klux)  but  it  was  not  really  much  disrespect  to  the  Government  authorities.  Hut  on 
their  return  from  the  investigation  the  demonstrations  went  even  further  than  before: 
they  tired  a  number  of  cannon,  had  speecheS|  and  a  general  jubilee,  when  they  returned 
on  their  liouds. 

By  Mr.  Coburn  : 

QutMion.  What  is  the  name  of  the  county  in  which  you  said  the  school  tax  had  to  be 
refunded  T 

Answer.  Lowndes  County. 

Question.  How  much  of  it  had  been  collected  T 

Answer.  I  think  about  one-third  of  the  tax,  whatever  it  was;  I  think  their  tax  was 
not  far  from  what  ours  was. 

Question.  How  was  it  that  the  commissioners  and  officers  refunded  it  T 

J  iifirer.  The  board  of  super  visoTsT 

Question.  Yes. 

Answer.  Well,  sir,  I  cannot  tell  you  only  as  it  was  told  me  by  the  superintendent  of 
the  county.  He  told  me  they  were  frightened  into  it ;  that  the  people  made  such  a 
fuss ;  that  the  Klau  mmle  so  much  trotible  and  so  many  threats,  wrote  them  so  many 
notices,  and  worked  upon  them  as  they  usually  do,  that  it  demoralized  the  board  of 
supervisors,  so  that  they  rescinded  the  tax  and  paid  back  the  amount  which  had 
already  been  collected. 

Question.  Do  you  know  any  other  instance  in  which  officers  of  the  law  have  been 
demoralized  by  these  operations  ? 

Answer.  Wherever  there  is  an  officer  in  our  part  of  the  country  that  officer  is  demor- 
alized. 

Question.  With  what  respect  do  the  i>eople  treat  the  oonrts  T  Have  you  ever  seen 
any  instance  in  which  the  court  was  treated  with  contempt  T 

Answer,  I  think  the  United  States  court  at  Oxford  received  a  good  share  of  contempt 
on  the  2l8t  of  June. 

Question.  How  was  that  T 

Answer.  Colonel  Lamar,  one  of  the  counsel  for  the  defense,  was  speaking,  I  think,  and 
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a  United  States  witness  came  in.  Lamar  demanded  that  that  witness  be  arrested,  nud 
said  tliat  he  had  given  him  some  insult  on  tlie  street  in  the  morning.  The  court  seemed 
very  mnch  at  a  loss  to  know  what  it  might  mean. 

By  Mr.  Pool: 

Quefftiotu  Was  it  a  colored  witness  f 

Angicer.  No,  sir ;  it  was  a  white  man  from  Noxubee  County.  The  court  did  not  order 
his  arrest  at  once,  and  Mr.  Lamar  became  Tcry  much  excited  and  commenced  abuMog 
the  judge  and  defied  the  court ;  he  made  the  remark  twice  that  he  defied  tbe  court, 
and  the  district  attorney  arose  to  excuse  the  witness.  Lamar  told  him  to  shut  up,  to 
hush  up,  and  sit  down,  and  drew  a  chair  on  the  witness  and  struck  him.  The  marshal 
stepped  up  to  defend  the  witness,  or  to  quiet  the  disturbance,  and  Lamar  gave  him  a 
blow  with  the  iist  on  the  side  of  the  head  that  knocked  him  down.  Ho  then  went  on 
with  the  most  abusive  tirade  against  the  United  States  authorities,  against  the  Fed- 
eral minions,  as  he  styled  them,  brought  down  there  to  trample  them  under  loot; 
abused  the  court  and  all  the  officers  of  the  court.  The  prisoners  jumped  over  the  bar 
aud  rolled  up  their  sleeves ;  and  the  students  of  the  university  there  cheered,  as  did 
the  citizens,  at  the  speech  of  Lamar. 

By  Mr.  Coburn  : 

Qneation.  How  many  prisoners  were  there  f 

Answer.  Twenty-eight. 

Question.  And  they  jumped  over  the  bar  and  rolled  up  their  sleeves  T 

Answer.  As  if  going  in  to  have  a  good  time. 

Question.  Did  they  try  to  escape  t 

Answer.  No,  sir;  they  were  going  to  help  Lamar  and  to  clean  out  the  court  The 
troops  who  were  in  charge  of  the  prisoners  came  in  and  quelled  the  excitement.  I 
have  not  been  in  the  courts,  with  the  exception  of  the  Ku-Klux  trials  in  Monroe,  for 
six  or  eight  months ;  and  no  insults  were  offered  to  the  court  at  that  time. 

Question.  Have  the  colored  people  in  the  county  done  anything,  as  a  class,  or  gener- 
ally, against  the  whites,  against  the  democrats,  to  arouse  their  animosity,  and  cause 
anything  like  this  Ku-Klux  organization  ? 

Answer.  At  the  time  our  troubles  commenced  last  August  there  was  no  election  to 
be  held ;  it  was  in  a  time  of  most  profound  peace  in  that  county.  The  school  law 
had  not  begun  to  be  agitated  at  all,  and  there  was  no  question  at  all  about  politics. 
I  have  always  account^  for  it  as  the  effect  of  the  Alabama  elections,  as  the  results  of 
the  troubles  gotten  up  there. 

Question.  W  hat  is  the  general  demeanor  of  the  colored  people  of  that  country  toward 
the  whites  ? 

Anstcer.  They  have  always  been  very  quiet,  and  are  now  as  quiet  and  as  peaceably 
disposed  as  any  people  I  ever  saw,  and  I  have  been  in  many  counties ;  they  are  obedi- 
ent and  civil. 


Washington,  D.  C,  July  18, 1871. 
JOSHUA  S.  MORRIS  sworn  and  examined : 
By  the  Chairman,  (Mr.  Poland  :) 

Question.  Where  do  you  reside  ? 

Answer.  At  Jackson,  Mississippi. 

Question.  That  is  the  capital  of  your  State  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  How  long  have  you  resided  there  f 

Answer,  I  have  lived  in  the  State  about  twentv  years.    I  was  bom  in  Tenneflsee. 

Question.  You  have  always  lived  in  the  South  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Your  profession  is  that  of  a  lawyer  T 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Did  you  hold  any  public  position  before  the  war  T 

Answer.  I  was  a  justice  of  the  peace  and  a  postmaster  at  one  time. 

Question.  At  Jackson  f 

Answer.  I^o,  sir ;  at  Port  Gibson. 

Question.  Have  you  had  somewhat  extensive  practice  as  a  lawyer  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Have  you  practiced  in  different  counties  T 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Through  how  many  counties  has  your  practice  as  a  lawyer  extended  f 

Answer.  Three  or  four. 

Question.  About  in  your  own  vicinity  t 
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Anmter,  In  the  vicinity  of  Port  Qibson^  Tvliere  I  resided. 

Question,  How  far  is  Port  Gibson  from  Jackson  f 

Answer,  I  thiuk  about  sixty  miles. 

Question.  In  which  direction  T 

Ansxter.  South.    It  is  about  halfway  between  Vicksbnrg  and  Natchez. 

QmHt'wn.  Do  you  now  hold  some  official  position  in  your  State  T 

Amiv&r,  Yes,  sir ;  I  am  attorney  general  of  the  State  and  reporter  of  the  decisions  of 
the  snpreme  court. 

Question.  How  long  have  you  held  each  of  those  positions  f 

Answer,  I  have  been  attorney  general  from  the  time  when  the  present  government 
of  Mississippi  went  into  operation;  I  was  appointed  reporter  of  the  decisions  of  the 
supreme  court  soon  after  the  court  organized ;  I  do  not  recollect  the  exact  date.  I  be- 
lieve I  was  installed  into  office  as  attorney  general  on  the  10th  of  March,  1870. 

Question.  This  committee  is  dii'ected  to  inquire  into  the  condition  of  the  late  insur- 
rectionarj-  States,  especially  in  reference  to  the  execution  of  the  laws  for  the  protection 
of  peraou  and  property — how  far  those  laws  are  efficiently  executed  ;  whether  person 
and  pro])erty  are  secure ;  whether  any  crimes  which  are  committed  against  eitlier  are 
properly  puninhed,  and  whether  offences  of  any  sort  have  been  committed  by  dis- 
guised bnnds  of  men  ;  whether  such  offenses  have  been  prosecuted  and  punished,  and, 
if  not,  why.  We  would  be  glad  to  have  you  state  your  views  with  reference  to 
the  present  condition  of  your  State,  including  any  facts  which  may  be  within  your 
knowledge ;  and  in  ascertaining  what  is  the  pi'esent  condition  of  the  State,  it  may  be 
necessary,  of  course,  to  run  back  some  time. 

Ansiver.  There  has  been  since  the  war,  as  there  was  during  the  war,  a  ^ood  deal  of 
disturbance  in  our  country.  I  believe  that  during  the  first  three  years  alter  the  sur- 
render there  was  a  good  deal  more  lawlessness  than  there  has  been  since  (though  there 
has  been  considerable  since)  resulting  from  the  disorganized  state  of  society  consequent 
upon  such  a  war.  Murders  have  been  committed  rather  more  frequently  than  before 
the  war ;  and,  although  I  never  saw,  so  far  as  I  know,  what  are  known  as  Ku-Klux — 
though  I  have  never  seen  any  disguised  men  at  large  anywhere  and  have  seen  very  few 
outrages  perp<'trated  myself,  yet  from  information  gathered  from  newspapers  and  cur- 
rent report,  I  have  been  led  to  believe,  and  do  believe,  that  there  was  a  great  deaJ  of 
violence  up  to  about  the  close  of  the  election  held  in  the  State  in  1H68.  Since  that 
time  I  believe  it  has  been  a  little  on  the  decrease,  except  perhaps  in  certain  localities. 
I  have  been  confined  at  Jackson  by  my  official  duties  almost  entirely  and  continuously 
for  the  last  eight  or  ten  months ;  I  have  not  been  abroad  in  the  State  at  all,  and  have 
no  personal  knowledge  of  outrages  having  been  committed. 

Question.  We  do  not  re(|nire  a  witness  to  confiue  himself  to  matters  within  his  per- 
sonal knowledge.  You  will  please  statt^  any  inlonuation  in  reference  to  all  these  sub- 
jects which  you  may  have  derived  in  any  mode  that  you  consider  authentic. 

Amtver.  Outrages  have  frequently  been  brought  to  my  attention  by  information  ;  and 
I  have  seen  facts  stated  by  newspapers  of  both  parties,  and  commented  upon  so  as  to 
convince  me  very  thoroughly  that  there  have  been  outrages  perpetrated  in  the  State. 
For  the  last  few  months — perhaps  four  or  five  months — I  have  not  had  any  particular 
and  reliable  information  of  outrages  having  been  perpetrated  in  other  regions  than 
those  along  the  Alabama  line,  in  the  first  tier  or  two  of  counties  bordering  on  that 
State. 

Question.  State  any  instances  or  particulars  of  which  you  have  information  showing 
the  state  of  affairs  in  those  counties  f 

Answer.  The  information  which  I  have  received  has  been  somewhat  contradictory; 
but  I  think  it  is  admitted  by  all  that  there  have  been  murders  committed  in  those 
vicinities.  Men  have  been  taken  out  of  their  houses  and  whipped  by  bands  of  armed, 
disguised  men,  numbering  sometimes  one  hundred  or  more.  Do  you  desire  me  to  men- 
tion particular  cases  f 

Question.  Yes,  sir ;  name  any  instances  that  are  within  your  recollection,  or  of  which 
you  have  information. 

Answer.  One  of  the  most  noted  instances  of  which  I  have  heard  is  the  case  of  Mr. 

Huggins,  in  the  county  of  Monroe,  who,  it  is  said,  (and  I  have  never  heard  it  denied,) 

was  at  a  late  hour  of  the  night  taken  from  the  house  of  a  citizen  wi  th  whom  he  was 

stopping,  carried  a  short,  distance  from  the  house,  and  there  flogged  by  a  band  of  men. 

Question.  Who  is  Mr.  Huggins  T 

Answer.  He  is  a  gentleman  of  northern  birth  whom  I  have  slightly  known  for 
probably  over  two  years.    He  was  filling  the  two  positions  of  county  superintendent 
of  education  under  the  State  goveniment,  and  revenue  officer,  or  dei)uty  revenue 
officer,  of  the  United  States. 
Question.  He  was  an  assessor  or  collector  7 

Answer.  He  was  one  or  the  other,  I  do  not  know  which.    I  do  not  know  the  extent 
of  the  damage  that  they  did  to  him  further  than  that  I  understood  he  was  stripped 
partially  or  totally,  flogged,  and  ordered  to  leave. 
Question,  Did  you  understand  the  pretext  for  this  ? 
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An9Wfr,  I  do  not  recollect ;  bat  it  was  on  account  of  his  being  a  ^'carpet-bag  office- 
holder,^ I  think,  or  something  to  that  effect. 

Quetftion.  You  have  known  Mr.  Hnggins  for  two  years  T 

Jusirer   Yes,  sir. 

Quefition,  Do  yon  know  anything  against  his  character  in  any  way  T 

AnBtcer.  Nothing. 

Question.  Have  yon  heard  anything  bat  that  he  is  a  man  of  good  character— respect- 
able in  every  way  f 

Answer.  I  never  heard  anything  derogatory  to  him. 

Question.  Yon  never  heard  any  intimation  that  he  had  not  on  all  occasions  demeaned 
himself  as  a  gentleman  f 

An9wer.  I  have  been  favorably  impressed  with  his  demeanor  as  a  gentleman  from  the 
Mmited  knowledge  that  I  have  had  of  him ;  and  I  have  never  heard  anything  derogatory 
to  his  character. 

Qw9Gan.  This  office  of  coonty  superintendent  of  education  which  he  held — is  that  an 
elective  office  T 

Anttoer.  No,  sir;  he  was  appointed  by  the  State  board  of  education,  of  ^hich  board  I 
am  a  member. 

QwnUon.  Were  you  a  member  at  the  time  he  received  his  appointment  T 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  As  attorney  eeneral  I  am  er  officio  a  member  of  the  board  of  ednear 
tion  of  the  State.  It  is  made  bylaw  the  duty  of  this  board  to  appoint  superintendents 
df  schools  forikll  the  oonnties. 

QuaUon.  And  by  that  board  Mr.  Hnggins  was  appointed  t 

Anmeer.  Yes,  sir. 

Quesfion,  You  say  the  objection  to  him  was  that  he  was  a  ''carpet-bag  office-holder r* 

Answer.  It  has  been  understood  that  objection  was  made  to  the  manner  in  which  he 
inflnenced  or  indaced  extravagant  appropriations  for  school-houses.  I  am  a  little 
donbtfnl  about  that ;  I  have  heard  two  stories  in  reference  to  it.  One  was  to  the  effect 
that  it  had  been  said  that  they  had  nothing  against  him,  bat  that  he  should  not  collect 
the  internal  revenue.  Another  story  that  I  have  heard  was  that  they  objected  to  the 
manner  in  which  he  influenced  or  induced  extravagant  appropriations  of  money  from 
the  school  fhnd  of  the  county  for  the  building  of  school-houses.  I  do  not  know  which 
of  these  statements  is  correct  or  whether  either  is. 

Qnesiion.  Or  both? 

Answer.  Or  both ;  it  may  be  that  both  are. 

^luestum.  We  have  had  various  theories  and  statements  in  relation  to  the  treatment 
of  northern  men  who  have  gone  South.  Some  people  say  they  are  welcomed  and  well 
treated  by  everybody ;  others  represent  differently.  State  what  you  know  upon  this 
point. 

Answer.  As  a  rule,  I  do  not  think  they  are  welcomed  or  treated  very  cordially. 
Question.  ,How  do  the  southern  people  feel  in  reference  to  northern  men  going  down 
there  and  having  anything  to  do  with  politics  f 

Answer.  They  are  very  much  prejudiced  against  northern  men  who  come  there  and 
interfere  with  politics,  unless  the^  interfere  in  accordance  with  their  views.  If  they 
interfere  in  accordance  with  their  views,  the  general  prejudice  which  exists  against 
northern  men  since  the  war  yields  somewhat,  and  they  are  vastly  more  welcome  and 
better  treated  than  when  they  take  an  opposite  view  in  politics  and  interfere  in  behalf 
of  the  opposite  party. 

Question.  Can  a  northern  man  be  as  fierce  and  active  a  democrat  as  he  chooses  to  be, 
without  any  objection  T 
Answer.  O,  yes,  sir. 

Question.  But  suppose  he  adopts  the  opposite  view,  and  is  active  in  politics  as  a 
republican  f 

Answer.  In  the  first  place  there  is  a  prejudice  (which  is  veiy  natural  after  snch  a 
war)  against  all  northern  men  prima  fade  If  the  people  there  do  not  know  something 
particularly  commendatory  of  nim,  they  are  prejuoiced  against  any  northern  man,  and 
that  prejudice  is  intensified — ^grows  into  hostility  and  persecution  sometimes — if  he 
interferes  with  politics  adversely  to  their  views. 

By  Mr.  Pool: 

Question.  Yon  mean  if  he  goes  with  the  republican  party  f 

Answer.  If  he  goes  with  the  republican  party — ^if  he  opposes  the  democrats.  If,  how- 
ever, he  is  a  democrat,  or  if  he  does  not  meddle  with  politics  at  all,  and  they  are  satis- 
fied of  that  fact,  they  treat  him  well,  passably  well  at  least.  The  more  he  does  in  favor 
of  their  political  views,  the  better  they  treat  him,  and  the  more  welcome  he  is  in  the 
community. 

By  the  Chatwhax.  (Mr.  PoLAim :) 
Question.  There  is  no  objection  to  his  being  a  politician,  and  an  active  one,  if  he  Is 
on  their  side. 
Answer,  None  in  the  world.   Leading  democratic  politicians  have  sometimes  brought 
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men,  white  and  colored,  from  abroad  to  en^ge  actively  in  politics  on  their  side.  The 
case  of  Mr.  Dent  was  a  case  in  point.  I  think  ho  was  induced  by  democratic  citizens 
of  the  State  to  come  there  and  run  for  governor.  Not  being  a  citizen  of  the  State,  as  I 
have  every  reason  to  believe,  and  never  having  paid  a  cent  of  taxes  in  the  State  in  his 
life,  he  was  induced,  as  I  believe  fn)m  information,  to  come  to  that  State  to  become  a 
candidate  for  governor  on  the  ticket  which  was  largely  supported  by  the  democratic 
party  there.  They  also  supported  on  that  same  ticket  other  northern  men — one  for 
treasurer,  one  for  auditor,  and  one  for  lieutenant  governor.  They  alKO  supported 
on  the  same  ticket  an  ignorant  colored  man  for  the  office  of  secretary  of  state. 

QueBtion,  That  was  at  your  last  election  f 

AHswer.  Yes,  sir,  the  election  held  in  1869. 

Question.  But  suppose  that  a  northern  man  going  down  there  is  active  as  a  politician 
on  the  republican  side  j  how  is  he  treated  f 

Answer.  He  is  proscribed,  as  a  general  rule  f 

Question,  Is  he  wi^lcomed  in  society  f    Is  ho  socially  treated  well  T 

Ansteer,  Not  at  all ;  neither  he  nor  his  family. 

Question,  How  do  you  account  for  this  difference  f 

Anstcer.  Well,  sir,  it  is  the  pleasure  of  the  people  on  account  of  their  views.  Tliey 
reganl  the  United  States  Government,  and  especially  the  party  in  power,  as  being 
intensely  malignant  against  them,  and  disposed  to  persecute  them  ;  and  they  are  dis- 
posed to  resent  it  in  that  way,  having  no  other.  In  this,  too,  they  are  very  much 
eiiconraged.  misled,  or  deceived  by  leading  politicians  who  were  active  in  bringing 
abont  the  late  war,  who,  since  the  surrender  have  lu'cn  leading  democrats,  and  who, 
as  a  general  rule,  were  not  in  the  army,  but  skulked  from  service  in  the  field.  I  do  not 
believe  there  is  a  very  deep  or  wide-spread  feeling  of  bitterness  against  northern  men, 
or  even  northern  republicans,  among  the  great  masses  of  the  people,  if  they  were  let 
alone. 

Question,  Yon  think  that  the  feeling  is  encouraged  and  helped  on  by  that  class  ot 
leaders  f 

Anmcer,  Yes,  sir,  by  roanv  of  that  class  of  leaders,  and  by  newspapers — I  do  not  say 
all  the  newspapers,  nor  all  the  newspapers  of  any  particular  party,  but  a  large  num- 
ber of  newspapers  published  in  the  State. 

Question.  Do  you  mean  the  newspapers  of  one  politi^l  party  1 

Anstcer,  Yes,  sir:  I  mean  the  democratic  newspapers,  or,  as  they  are  sometimes  called, 
''conservative,''  which  means  exactly  the  same  thing. 

Question,  This  term  ''carpet-bagger''  is,  I  suppose,  considered  a  term  of  reproach  and 
disgrace  f 

Ansicer.  Yes,  sir;  I  think  so. 

Question,  Is  that  term  applied  to  anybody  else  than  northern  men  down  there  who 
take  the  republican  side  T 

Answer,  1  think  republicans  sometimes  apply  it  to  northern  men  who  take  the  demo- 
cratic side.  9 

Question.  The^republicans  try  to  retaliate  a  little  f 

Anstter.  Yes,  sir;  it  is  said  in  Jest  or  in  retaliation.  I  think  democrats  apply  it  almost 
universally,  and  in  the  most  otFensive  way  possible,  to  northern  men  who  come  there 
to  take  the  republican  side,  and  to  no  others. 

Question,  If  these  northern  men  who  take  the  republican  side  undertake  to  make  po- 
litical speeches  or  addresses,  what  success  do  they  meet  with  ;  how  are  they  tn^atedf 

Answer.  They  are  either  treated  with  silent  contempt,  or  they  are  worse  treated. 

Qtustion,  Which  is  the  more  common  mode  f 

Answer.  They  are  treated  either  contemptuously  or  violently ;  and  I  reckon  the  most 
common  mode  is  to  treat  them  contemptnonHly,  though  they  are  occasionally  treated 
with  violence,  insult,  slander,  and  persecution. 

Question.  Do  you  know  of  any  instances  whore  men  attempting  to  make  republican 
speeches  have  been  treated  with  violence,  or  prevented  from  speaking  f 

Answer.  Sintte  the  passage  of  the  reconstructi(m  laws,  I  have  been  present  on  only  a 
verj'  few  occasions  when  they  were  treated  with  personal  violence.  I  was  present  on 
one  occasion  when  a  gentleman  named  Barry,  now  a  member  of  Congress  from  Missis- 
sippi, was,  when  speaking,  interrupted  and  insulted  so  violently,  frequently,  and  con- 
tinnously  that  he  had  to  desist  and  go  away.  I  was  present  at  another  time  (I  did  not 
witness  Vhe  affair  except  at  a  considerable  distance)  when  a  northern  man  who  was  on 
the  stand  (he  had  been  speaking,  I  believe,  and  had  got  through,  though  I  am  not  cer- 
tain abont  that)  received  a  blow  from  a  brickbat,  thrown  probably  at  some  other  one 
of  the  republican  speakers ;  and  by  this  blow  his  leg  was  broken.  That  was  in  1868. 
The  other  instance  which  I  have  mentioned  was  in  1869.  I  have  been  present  upon 
other  occasions  when  persons  in  the  audience  used  noisy,  violent,  and  insulting  lan- 
guage, so  as  to  make  it  almost  impossible  to  speak ;  but  on  the  other  hand  I  have  been 
present  when  the  speakers  made  their  addresses  with  perfect  freedom,  more  frequently 
perha|>s  than  when  they  were  thus  interrupted. 

Question,  Were  the  class  of  people  who  entertained  opposite  notions  or  views  present 
on  such  occasions,  or  did  they  keep  away  T  {  ^  i 
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Annter.  They  mostly  kept  away,  except  in  small  nambers.  I  have  been  present  and 
participated  in  discassion  sometimes  when  there  was  a  fair,  full  discussion  Imtween 
speakers  of  op|M>site  sides,  with  some,  Imt  very  little,  interruption.  All  the  iutermp- 
tion  was  directed  a«;aiust  the  republican  speakers ;  none  of  any  serious  consequence, 
BO  far  as  I  have  known,  was  directed  against  the  democratic  speakers. 

Question.  Has  it  been  generally  tnie  in  your  State  that  the  republicans,  both  black 
and  white,  have  allowed  democratic  speeches  to  be  made  without  any  molestation 
whatever  f 

Jnncer.  I  never  knew  of  an  instance  (though  there  may  have  been  instances)  in 
which  republicans  interrupted  in  any  manner  an  opitosing  K[ieaker.  1  was  once  pres- 
ent (I  believe  it  is  the  only  occasion  of  that  kind  in  my  lil'e)  when  some  of  the  repub- 
licans in  the  audience  were  complained  of  by  the  speaker,  and  I,  being  engaged  iu  the 
debate,  arose  and  appealed  to  those  of  them  who  belongetl  to  my  siue  to  be  orderly, 
and  they  immediately  subsided  into  perfect  order,  and  interrupted  no  more. 

Question,  Have  republicans,  either  white  or  black,  as  a  general  rule,  made  any  objec- 
tion to  the  freest  discussion  of  political  affairs  f 

Anstcer,  None  within  my  knowletlge. 

Question.  You  have  stated  the  case  of  Mr.  Hnggins.  Please  statue  any  other  instances 
which  have  come  within  your  knowledge  (going  back  to  the  time  of  the  foruiatioa  of 
your  State  government)  where  violence  has  been  done  by  these  bands  of  disguised  men. 

Anstcer.  In  the  town  of  Meridian,  in  Lauderdale  County,  a  county  fnmting  on  the 
Alabama  line,  there  was.  some  time  during  last  spring,  a  riot,  iu  which  from  eight  to 
thirty  persons  are  said  to  have  been  killed,  including  one  white  man,  the  balance  being 
colored.  All  who  were  killed  were  republicans,  as  I  am  informed.  No  one  who  was 
not  a  republican  was  injured,  so  far  as  I  know  or  ever  heard. 

Question.  We  have  had  several  witnesses  here,  on  both  political  sides,  who  reside  in 
that  town,  and  we  have  also  the  evidence  taken  before  Judge  Leachman  and  a  com- 
mittee of  the  legislature ;  and  hence  it  is  not  necessary  for  you  to  give  a  minute  history 
of  the  Meridian  affair. 

Anstrer,  I  know  nothing  abont  it.  I  was  not  present  at  the  time,  and  have  not  been 
there  since.    My  knowledge  in  reference  to  it  is  limited  entirely  lo  hearsay. 

Question.  Can  yon  state  any  other  instances  that  have  come  to  your  knowledge  T 

Answer.  There  were  the  cases  of  two  schoolmasters  from  the  eastern  part  of  the 
State — one  from  Oktibbeha  County,  and  I  forgot  what  county  the  other  was,  but  it 
was  one  of  those  eastern  counties.  Those  two  men  came  t4)  Jackson  to  complain  to  the 
governor  and  myself  of  outrages  that  had  been  perpetrated  upon  them  by  armed  and 
disguised  men,  who  had  beaten  and  maltreated  them  to  such  an  extent  that  they  could 
not  continue  their  schools  without  ]>ersonal  danger  as  they  thought.  They  were  ad- 
vised to  go  to  a  United  States  commissioner  in  the  district  in  which  the  outrages  were 
perpetrated,  and  to  institute  prosecutions,  which  they  did.  I  believe  the  cases  are 
now,  both  of  them,  undergoing  investigation  in  the  United  States  court. 

Question.  When  were  these  acts  committed  tfion  these  two  teachers  f 

Anstcer.  I  cannot  state  the  date ;  but  my  impression  is  that  it  was  in  the  month  of 
May  or  June  of  this  year.  Another  instance  that  I  might  mentioh  is  a  case  that 
occurred  in  the  town  of  Pontotoc,  in  Pontotoc  County,  where  an  armed  band  was  fired 
into  one  night  and  one  of  their  num1>er  killed  and  several  wounded.  They  had  come, 
according  to  my  information,  to  attack  Colonel  Flonmoy,  a  noted  republican  of  that 
town. 

Question.  The  editor  of  a  republican  paper  there  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  He  is  the  editor  of  what  is  considered  the  most  violent  republican 
paper  in  the  State. 

Question.  He  is  an  active  and  positive  man  T 

Answer.  Very. 

Question.  Do  yon  recollect  any  other  cases  T 

Answer.  I  do  not  at  present  recollect  any  very  recent  cases.  To  what  time  do  yon 
wish  me  to  go  back  f 

Question.  Perhaps  there  is  no  occasion  to  go  back  further  than  the  organization  of 
your  State  under  the  present  State  government.  Our  purpose  is  to  ascertain  the 
present  condition  of  affairs. 

Answer.  These  that  I  have  mentioned  are  the  most  recent  cases,  and  the  only  ones  I 
remember  which  are  comparatively  recent.  I  believe  there  have  been  frequently 
others  which  have  been  brought  to  my  notice,  which  have  occurred  since  the  election. 
The  mayor  of  the  town  of  Brookhaven  was  murdered  by  persons  unknown. 

Question.  Did  yon  understand  that  it  was  done  by  a  body  of  men  in  disguise  T 

Answer,  There  is  no  information  as  to  whether  they  were  disguised  or  not.  Nobody 
saw  them  commit  the  act.  I  think  they  crept  up  to  a  window  and  threw  a  brick  in. 
The  mayor  of  the  town,  who  was  sitting  inside,  received  from  this  brick  a  blow  on  the 
head  from  which  he  languished  in  an  insensible  condition  for,  I  believe,  several  weeks, 
and  finally  died.  I  believe  one  or  more  of  the  offenders  have  been  arrested  and  are  now 
in  jaiL    I  speak  now  only  of  such  cases  as  are  attributed,  and  properly  attributable,  to 
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political  causes.  There  have  been  frequently  other  outrages  arising  from  other  causes ; 
occurring  sometimes  between  men  of  the  same  party,  and  of  the  same  race,  white  or 
colored. 

Queatian,  We  wish  to  inquire  more  particularly  in  relation  to  the  operations  of  these 
bands  of  men  who  go  about  in  the  night-time  in  disguise. 

Anstcer,  1  have  mentioned  all  that  I  recollect  at  this  moment  on  the  subject.  But  I 
have  heanl  generally  that  where  they  do  not  perpetrate  actual  outrages  upon  individ- 
uals they  go  about  the  country  and  terrify  the  people  by  their  dittguises  and  their 
threats. 

Question.  From  your  information  and  the  knowledge  you  have  derived  in  all  ways, 
are  you  satisfied  that  those  organized  bauds  exist  in  that  portion  of  the  ^tate  ? 

Answer.  I  think  they  exist  in  certain  localities.  I  think  there  is  a  vast  majority  of 
the  counties  of  the  State  in  which  no  organization  exists  at  the  present  time. 

Question,  The  organizations  do  not  prevail  so  much  as  formerly  f 

Answer,  Not  so  much  as  formerly. 

Question,  From  all  the  information  you  get  as  to  these  bands,  the  nature  of  their  acts, 
and  the  persons  against  whom  they  seem  to  direct  their  efibrts,  what  is  your  judgment 
as  to  their  purpose :  what  do  they  design  to  accomplish? 

Anstcer,  I  think  tneir  purpose  is  mainly  political ;  to  ^et  clear  of  officers  who  are  ob- 
noxious to  them,  and  to  control  in  their  favor  the  political  action  of  the  people. 

Question,  Have  their  operations  in  your  judgment  any  special  reference  tu  intiuenciug 
the  vote  of  the  colored  people  f 

Answer.  I  think  that  probable.  There  has  been  no  election  since  November,  1669,  in 
which  they  could  desire  to  iufluence  votes. 

Question,  But  you  bad  the  experience  of  the  election  in  1869  T 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  And  the  previous  election  in  1668  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Were  not  operations  of  the  same  kind  then  going  on  more  extensively  than 
since  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  very  much  more  extensively  in  1869  than  now,  and  much  more  ex- 
tensively, I  think,  in  It^  than  in  1869. 

Question.  Is  this  griulual  suspension  of  operations  due,  in  your  Judgment,  to  the  fact 
that  no  election  has  been  pending  since  then  f 

Answer.  It  is  very  probable. 

Question,  What  has  been  the  effect  actually  produced  by  the  operations  of  these  bauds 
upon  the  colored  people ;  how  do  they  feel  in  regard  to  them  7 

Answer.  Where  these  influences  reach  them  they  are  very  much  paralyzed  in  their 
opinions  and  their  actions  and  very  much  afraid  to  vote  or  speak. 

Question.  Do  they  feel  that  they  are  in  any  danger  from  these  bands  of  men  if  they 
act  or  speak  with  the  republican  side  T 

Anstcer,  They  seem  so  to  feel  from  what  they  say  and  from  the  way  they  act. 

Question.  Yon  say  you  believe  the  pur^)ose  of  these  organizations  is  political ;  do  their 
operations  all  seem  to  be  directed  agamst  meu  of  one  political  side  or  one  i>olitical 
party? 

Answer.  I  have  never  heard  of  anybody  being  molested  or  threatened  except  men  of 
one  i)olitical  party.  I  will  say,  however,  that  they  doubtless  do  consider  other  matters. 
I  think  it  probable  that  they  sometimes  punish  alleged  offenders  against  the  laws. 
When  they  go  out  on  a  raid  of  that  sort  tbey  take  into  the  scope  of  their  operations 
everybody  that  is  objectionable ;  but  it  has  tio  happened,  according;  to  the  best  of  my" 
observation,  that  republicans,  white  or  colored,  are  generally  the  victims. 

Question.  Kepublican  offenders  are  much  more  apt  to  suffer  at  their  hands  than  those 
of  their  side  ? 

Anstcer.  I  have  never  heard  of  anybody  else  suffering  at  their  hands. 

Question.  What  has  been  the  tone  of  your  presses  of  the  two  political  sides  upon  this 
sulnect  ? 

Answer.  On  the  republican  side  the  tone  of  the  presses  has  universally  been  denunci- 
ation of  these  outrages ;  and  on  the  other  side  some  of  the  papers,  admitting  their  ex- 
istence and  publishing  their  exploits,  have  denounced  them  in  tne  most  unmeasured 
terms.  Some  few  of  the  democratic  papers  have  done  that.  But  a  great  many  of  them, 
if  they  say  anything  about  them,  rebuke  them  very  faintlv  indeed.  lu  one  instance  I 
saw  in  a  leading  paper  "  Advice  to  our  friends,'*  as  they  called  them,  not  to  send  these 
cari>et-baggers  out  of  the  State  in  the  future  to  tell  their  tales  of  persecution  and  to 
misrepresent  southern  i>eople ;  but  it  said,  it  is  better  to  let  them  stay ;  from  which 
I  infer,  if  1  may  be  allowed  to  state  it,  that  the  meaning  was,  it  kad  better  be  put  out 
of  their  power  to  leave  the  State  and  tell  of  these  outrages. 

Question.  Was  that  the  clear  signification  of  the  article  ? 

AnsuDtr.  I  think  so;  I  so  understood  it. 

Question.  Has  the  tone  of  the  politicians  of  the  two  sides  corresponded  with  that  of 
the  papers? 
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Afmcer.  Yes,  Air;  it  has  been  QniyeTsally  the  same,  so  far  as  I  know. 

Que$iion,  Have  republican  presses,  republican  men,  and  republican  speakers,  uni- 
formly denounced  any  such  organization  T 

Anmter,  Yes,  sir;  so  far  as  I  know ;  and  so  have  the  democratic  speakers  sometimes. 
Decent,  considerate,  reflecting  men  on  their  side  I  have  heard  sometimes  touch  the 
matter  and  rebuke  it,  rather  faintly  though. 

QumUon,  Are  they  the  rule  on  that  side  or  the  exception  ? 

Answer.  They  are  the  exception. 

Question,  In  all  this  class  of  outrages  that  have  l>een  committed  by  these  bands  of 
disguised  men,  to  what  extent  have  they  been  punished  or  brought  to  trial  and  con- 
Tictiou  ? 

Ansvrer.  There  has  always  been  a  disposition,  so  far  as  I  know,  among  the  citizens 
whose  duty  it  was,  to  bring  these  men  to  punishment;  and  that  extends  Ihroughout 
the  State ;  I  mean  since  the  organization  of  the  x'f^Bent  government,  and  from  the 
governor  down  to  the  humblest  officer.  So  far  as  my  knowledge  goes  they  have  done 
their  best,  and  manifested  the  best  disp«isition  possible  Xjo  bring  these  men  to  condign 
punishment ;  but  their  success  has  been  very  imperfect.  There  has  been  great  diffi- 
culty in  obtaining  proof,  sometimes  because  it  is  very  difficult  to  find  anybody  who 
can  testify  specifically  to  the  identity  of  the  persons ;  at  other  times  through  the  opera- 
tion of  fear. 

Questicn,  The  very  manner  in  which  the  outrages  have  been  committed  has,  I  sup- 
pose, made  it  to  a  considerable  extent  difficult  to  ascertain  who  are  the  ofi'enders  f 

Anmrer.  Yes,  sir.  As  in  house-bumiu<is  or  midnight  assassinations,  the  first  great 
difficulty  in  the  way  is  to  discover  the  author. 

Question.  The  very  object^  I  suppose,  of  the  disguise,  is  to  conceal  the  identity  of  the 
perpetrators  ? 

Ansiccr.  Yes,  sir;  and  of  going  under  cover  of  night. 

Question.  Do  you  think  the  inability  of  the  officers  to  bring  these  men  to  punishment 
has  been  increased  by  the  fear  that  has  been  created  among  the  people  T  Are  the  i)eo- 
ple  afraid,  in  many  instances,  to  disclose  what  they  know  T 

Amncer.  Yes,  sir ;  the  officers  have  been  afraid  in  some  instances  to  attempt  to  bring 
the  ofi'enders  to  justice ;  and  if  they  pretended  to  attempt  it,  it  was  only  in  a  very  per- 
functory manner.  Just  to  get  clear  of  the  odium  which  would  attach  to  them  if  they 
made  no  efibrt.  Then,  in  some  instances,  witnesses  have  been  afraid ;  they  have  so  told 
me.  1  might  have  mentioned  another  case,  in  which  some  armed  and  disguised  men 
appeared  at  the  plantation  of  Lieutenant  Governor  Powers,  in  Kemper  County,  I  think. 
They  were  fired  into,  and  one  of  them  killed.  They  perhaps  had  whipped  one  or  two 
negroes  there,  or  in  the  neighborhood.  1  have  no  knowledge  myself  of  the  occurrence, 
but  I  had  a  letter  in  regard  to  the  matter  from  Lieutenant  Governor  Powers  a  short 
time  before  I  left  home. 

Question.  That  was  a  recent  case  T 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  it  was  in  the  month  of  June,  I  think. 

Question.  Has  the  difficulty  of  ferreting  out  these  ofifeuses  been  in  any  degree  magni- 
fied or  increased  by  a  feeling  of  approbation  of  these  things  among  a  considerable  por- 
tion of  your  community  who  are  not  in  fact  engaged  in  them  f 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  that  there  haa  been  any  particular  approbation.  The  demo- 
cratic newspapers  of  the  State,  and  the  politicians  of  that  school,  seldom  admit  the  ex- 
istence of  any  such  order  anywhere.  I  have  heard  very  intelligent  men  express  the 
belief  that  there  was  no  such  organization  in  existence  now,  and  that  none  ever  existed 
there  or  anywhere  else  in  the  country. 

Question.  Do  you  think  that  such  expressions  result,  in  a  measure,  from  a  willful  shut- 
ting of  their  eyes  to  the  £Eictaf 

Answer.  I  think  so  in  manv  cases.  Perhaps  it  is  not  so  with  the  mass  of  the  people. 
The  mass  of  the  white  people  of  Mississippi  are  anxious  to  have  peace ;  and  although 
they  are  misled  and  deceived,  and  perhaps  sometimes  induced  to  do  wrong,  1  think 
the  blame  for  that  belongs  to  the  loading  {Militicians  of  the  State,  or  at  least  to  a  great 
many  of  them.  Some  of  the  very  class  of  the  people  I  s^ieak  of-— many  perhaps — iHuong, 
1  have  no  dcAibt,  to  these  secret  organizations ;  but  they  have  been  misled  into  it ;  they 
have  been  deceived  by  persistent  and  systematic  misrepresentations  of  the  object  to 
be  accomplished,  and  of  the  necessity  for  such  an  organization ;  and  this  has  always 
been  done,  as  I  believe,  by  le^iders  of  the  democratic  party. 

Question.  You  have  said  that  you  believe  this  organization,  to  some  considerable 
extent,  was  intended  to  operate  on  the  colored  voters,  to  create  fear  and  intimidation 
among  them  f 

Anawer.  Yes,  sir ;  and  to  produce  subordination. 

Question.  What  is  the  general  feeling  among  your  people,  and  especially  among  the 
class  of  leaders  that  yon  si^eak  of,  in  regard  to  negro  sufirage  f 

Answer.  I  believe  that  the  general  feeling  among  leading  politicians  is  that  negro 
sufirage  results  from  a  usurpation  of  power  by  the  F^eral  Government.  Many  of  them 
think,  and  some  openly  claim,  that  it  will  endure  only  so  long  as  the  present  party  shall 
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remain  in  power ;  that  when  the  democracy  get  into  power  this  thing  will  be  reversed, 
and  the  negro  will  cease  to  be  a  voter ;  that  the  ainendnjcnts  to  the  Constitution — those 
at  least  relating  to  the  subject  of  negro  suffrage  and  disqualification  of  white  people 
for  office — will  be  abrogated. 

QueftUon.  That  is  one  of  the  things  to  be  cured  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  And  while  the  evil  continues  they  want  to  make  it  as  light  as  possible  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir.  Then  there  is  another  class  who  do  not  say  that,  but  who,  while 
they  declare  it  a  usurpation,  say  tht^y  are  willing  to  let  it  stand,  and  consider  it  as  a 
final  settlement  of  the  question.  The  more  ingenious  men,  I  thiuk,  hold  out  such  pro- 
fessions as  that.  I  do  not  know  how  honest  or  dishonest  their  professions  of  that  sort 
are,  but  that  is  what  they  say. 

Qtustion.  How  has  negro  snffrage  operated  in  your  State  f 

Answer.  Well,  sir,  on  account  of  the  want  of  education,  information,  and  experience, 
the  negroes,  as  a  race,  are  scarcely  fit  for  snffrage  as  an  abstract  proposition.  They 
have  learned,  within  the  last  few  years,  a  great  deal,  and  are  now  vastly  more  fit  for 
it  than  they  were  at  the  beginning.  But  before  they  had  the  right  to  vote  in  Missis- 
sippi, the  prospect  was  that  they  would  be  exterminated. 

Question.  Why  f 

Answer.  The  most  extremely  unfriendly  legislation  in  regard  to  the  negro  was 
enactecl  by  the  legislature  that  went  into  power  in  the  fall  of  1865. 

Question.  State  something  of  the  condition  in  which  the  colored  people  were  pnt  by 
that  legislation. 

Answer.  As  a  slave,  the  negro  was  protected  on  account  of  his  value ;  humanity  went 
hand  in  hand  with  the  interest  of  the  owner  to  secure  bis  protection,  to  prevent  his 
being  overworked,  underfed,  insufficiently  clothed,  or  abused,  or  neglected  when  sick. 
But  as  a  free  man,  he  was  deprived  of  all  the  protection  which  had  been  given  to  him 
by  his  value  as  property ;  he  was  reduced  to  something  like  the  condition  of  a  stray 
dog.  In  that  coudition  the  laws  which  were  made  for  his  government  applied  in  some 
cases  to  him  alone,  and  not  to  the  white  ])eople.  In  some  cases  acts  whffh,  when  com- 
mitted by  a  negro,  were  penal,  were  no  offenses  at  all  when  connuitted  by  a  white  per- 
son. The  negro  was  forbidden  to  rent  land  ;  yet  he  was  re^iuired  to  be  at  work  and 
have  a  permanent  home  within  six  weeks,  or  some  such  time,  after  the  passage  of  thie 
act  of  November  25, 1865.  There  was  also  pas8e<l  a  law  authorizing  the  apprenticeship 
of  minor  negroes  wherever  the  parents  were  unable  or  unwilling  to  support  them ;  ana 
in  such  cases,  the  old  owner  was  to  have  the  preference.  If  a  negro  cimtracted  to 
work,  and  did  not  work,  or  went  away  without  fulfilling  his  contract  or  serving  out 
his  term  of  employment,  he  was  liable  to  arrest  by  anybody ;  and  there  was  a  reward 
to  be  paid  by  his  employer,  which  was  charged  to  the  negro  and  taken  out  of  his 
wages.  He  was  liable  to  be  committed  to  jail  for  not  working ;  but  there  was  no  law 
to  enable  him  to  collect  his  wages.  The  laws  which  had  been  passed  in  Mississippi 
during  the  war,  and  those  enacted  by  this  same  legislature,  hedged  up  the  way  of 
creditors  desiring  to  make  collections.  Those  laws  were  doubtless  intended  to  apply  to 
commission  merchants  and  others  who  had  largeclaimsagaiust  the  southern  people,  the 
latter  being  impoverished  by  war  and  unable  to  pay.  But  those  laws,  in  fact,  applied 
in  many  respects  to  the  collection  of  the  negro's  wages.  There  was  a  summary  remedy 
to  compel  the  negro  to  work,  and  an  impracticable  remedy,  amounting  really  to  nothing, 
for  the  collection  of  his  wag^s.  Thus  tlie  matter  stood.  These  laws,  very  bad  on.  their 
face,  were  executed  with  great  barbarity  in  many  instances.  And  there  were  severe  laws 
passed  directed  against  the  negro  for  not  paying  his  taxes.  If  he  did  not  pay  his  poll-tax 
he  was  a  vagrant ;  and  there  was  a  very  severe  and  stringent  law  on  the  subject  9f 
vagrants.    Negroes  were  not  allowed  to  own  arms  or  ammunition. 

By  Mr  Pool: 

Question,  Those  laws  were  all  passed  by  the  legislature  that  met  after  the  close  of  the 
wart 

Anstcer.  Yes,  sir.  And  there  was  another  provision  which  revived  and  declared 
in  force  all  the  laws  which  had  been  in  operaticm  at  the  time  slavery  was  abol- 
ished in  respect  to  slaves,  free  negroes,  and  mulattoes.  Among  those  old  laws,  thus 
revived  by  the  legislature  of  1865,  was  a  law  which  declared  any  assemblage  of,  I  think, 
five  persons  an  unlawful  assemblage,  and  which  authorized  an  officer  to  arrest  and 
punish  colored  people  when  so  assembled.  I  state  the  law  only  from  memory ;  I  have 
not  looked  at  it  for  a  longtime. 

Mr.  Blaik.  I  do  not  think  it  worth  while  for  the  witness  to  go  into  a  statement  pf 
the  laws.    We  have  the  law-books  to  n?fcr  to  if  we  need  to  consult  therii. 

The  CiiAmMAN,  (Mr.  Poland.)  I  think,  as  this  gentleman  is  a  professional  man,  a 
lawyer  of  the  State  of  Mississippi,  he  should  be  allowed  to  state,  substantially,  what 
the  law  waa. 

Mr.  Blaib.  There  is  a  much  better  mode  of  getting  at  the  law  than  by  parol  testi- 
mony. 

20  m 


Digitized  by 


Google 


306         CONDITION   OP  AFFAIRS   IN   THE   SOUTHERN   STATES. 

Witness.  I  think  so  too.  I  state  the  law  only  froni  memory,  and  my  recollection 
may  not  be  perfect. 

By  the  Chaibman,  (Mr.  Poland  : ) 

Question,  It  is  not  expected  that  yon  will  give  anything  more  than  a  general  state- 
ment of  the  law. 

Answer.  I  will  state,  generally,  that  the  laws  were  very  unfriendly  to  the  negroes. 
Under  the  provision  to  which  I  have  just  referred,  the  negro  coold  be  punished  for  Keep- 
ing a  school,  or  for  attending  a  school,  or  any  religions  or  any  other  kind  of  meeting. 
I  never  knew  any  to  be  punished  under  this  law ;  but  it  could  have  been  done.  The 
laws  for  binding  out  apprentires  and  regulating  labor  were  very  harshly  enforced, 
and  so  were  the  laws  in  respect  to  the  possession  of  fire-arms.  Most  of  these  laws 
were  rei>ealed  or  modified  by  the  same  legislature  which  passed  them  ;  but  not  until 
after  the  passage  of  the  civil-rights  bill  by  Congress,  and  not  until  the  military  com- 
manders of  that  region  had  forbidden  the  enforcement  of  those  laws,  and  not  until 
cases  had  been  transferred  from  the  courts  of  the  State  to  the  courts  of  the  United 
SUtes. 

Question.  Under  the  civil -rights  bill  T 

Anstcer,  Yes,  sir.  The  county  courts  and  inferior  tribunals  declared  the  civil-rights 
bill  to  be  unconstitutional,  and  refused  to  enforce  it  or  be  governed  by  it ;  but  the 
cases  were  in  some  instances  taken  out  of  the  hands  of  those  courts  and  carried  to  the 
Federal  courts.    I  took  one  or  two  cases  of  that  sort  into  the  Federal  courts. 

Question.  What  was  the  result  of  that  legislation  and  the  action  which  was  had  under 
it,  as  to  the  actual  condition  of  the  colored  people  f 

Answer.  The  legislation  of  the  State  of  which  I  have  just  been  speaking  was  deplora- 
ble in  its  efiects  upon  the  colored  people.  The  right  to  vote,  the  various  measures 
which  have  been  passed  by  Congress  for  the  protection  of  the  colored  people,  and  the 
constitutional  amendments,  have  raised  the  condition  of  those  people  vastly  in  every 
way.  They  behave  better,  work  better;  and  I  believe  they  are  almost  universally  well 
disi>osed  toward  the  white  i»eople,  particularly  their  old  masters  and  families,  to  whom 
they  have  no  dislike  except  as  to  their  jiolitics. 

Question.  You  say  they  are  rapidly  improving  and  becoming  more  fit  for  the  exer- 
cise of  suffrage  f 

Ansicer.  Yes,  sir;  they  are  more  moral,  more  industrious,  better  citizens  in  every  way 
than  they  were  before. 

Qutstion.  Are  they,  as  a  general  thing,  ambitions  to  learn  and  become  intelligent  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  The  children  go  to  school,  as  do  also  many  of  the  adults,  and  they 
learn  rapidly.  I  have  seen  colored  children  leani  as  rapidly  as  I  ever  saw  white  chil- 
dren learn.  Going  along  the  street  I  have  seen  little  fellows  of  an  age  at  which  yon 
would  hardly  ex^^ct  white  children  to  read,  spelling  the  signs  on  the  doors ;  and  I 
have  seen  them  reading  books  and  newspaiiere.  I  have  occasionally  visited  their 
schools  and  heard  them  recite,  and  they  show  a  great  degree  of  improveraeut.  1  be- 
lieve that  the  people  of  Mississippi  generally  are  improving  now.  I  think  that,  not- 
withstanding they  have  had  a  great  deal  of  misfortune,  loss,  and  ruin  throughout  the 
State,  resulting  from  the  war,  they  are  now  substantially  in  a  better  condition  than 
they  were  liefore  the  war.  They  have  not  so  much  money,  but  they  are  more  disposed 
to  work  and  get  along;  and  I  think  there  is  a  better  state  of  feeling  toward  the  Ireed- 
men.    The  old  politicians,  though,  will  never  get  over  it — never  in  the  world. 

.Question.  They  will  nev'er  believe  in  the  new  order  of  things  f 

Anstcer.  Never.  They  have  been  turned  out  of  office ;  many  of  them  have  no  pros- 
pect of  getting  into  ofiice  again  unless  something  almost  equivalent  to  a  revolution 
should  occur,  and  they  are  very  bitter.  I  do  not  mean  all  of  them ;  I  mean  a  great 
many  of  them.  Some  of  them  are  very  kind  and  reasonable  about  the  matter,  and  do 
not  manifest  much  concern  about  obtaining  office  or  about  politics — never  say  any- 
thing al)ont  it ;  but  I  think  a  majority  of  that  class  are  most  intensely  bitter  in  their 
feelings  against  the  Government. 

Question.  And  are  they  very  clamorous  f 

Answer.  Not  particularly  so.  They  are  when  they  speak  at  all  on  the  subject.  Some 
of  them,  when  they  do  speak,  tT>'  to  revive  by  the  most  unscrupulous  means  all  the 
animosities  of  the  past;  and  it  is  the  counsel  and  conduct  of  such  men  as  they  that 
brings  into  existence,  I  think,  the  lawlessness  of  the  State,  and  these  lawless  bands  of 
men.  I  think  that  if  the  people  as  a  mass  were  let  alone ;  if  they  were  told  the  tnith, 
and  not  deceived  and  misled,  these  secret  organizations  would  verj*  soon  cease  to  exist 
altogether  in  the  State. 

Question,  lias  there  been  any  complaint,  and  if  so,  to  what  extent,  in  relation  to  the 
adiuinistratiou  of  afiairs  l)y  your  State  government  and  the  officers  under  it  f 

Answer.  O,  yes,  sir ;  there  have  been  great  complaints,  some  of  them  I  presume  well 
founded,  but  always  in  an  exaggerated  fonu,  and  most  of  them  having  no  foundation 
at  all. 

Question,  Your  officers  were  not  all  good  men  T 
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An^trer.  No,  sir.  Under  the  coDHtitution  of  our  State,  it  is  made  tbo  duty  of  the 
governor  to  appoint  nearly  all  the  officers  till  an  election  can  be  held.  The  j»overnoT 
ai)iK)inted  all  tlie  offieera  except  the  superintendents  of  edncation  for  the  counties,  who 
were  appointed  by  the  State  lioard  of  edncation.  It  is  utterly  intpossible  tor  a  gov- 
ernor, or  a  State  board  of  education,  locat<^d  at  the  capital  of  the  State,  and  relyiug  alto- 
gether upon  indirect  information  as  to  the  qualifications  of  appoint-ees,  to  get  the  right 
liieu.  I  have  sometimes  thought  it  was  an  accident  when  we  did  get  the  right  sort  of 
men. 

Question,  Has  the  condition  of  things,  in  that  respect,  been  constantly  improving  f 

Answer.  I  think  so. 

Quesiion.  How^  has  it  been  in  relation  to  the  financial  administration  of  your  State 
government  f 

Avstcer,  There  have  been  occasionally  in  the  State  government  and  in  the  county 
governments  individual  cases  of  extravagance,  recklessness,  and  dishonesty.    These,  , 
fts  I  think,  were  only  exceptions  to  the  general  rule. 

Question,  Has  there  been  in  fact  any  very  considerable  complaint  in  relation  to  the 
expenditure  of  mooey,  or  the  expenses  of  your  State  government  f 

Ansivei'.  O,  yes,  sir.  The  expenditures  of  the  government  have  been  complained 
about  a  great  deal  by  the  opposition  press  and  politicians,  and,  in  some  instances,  I  have 
no  doubt,  with  justice;  but  there  has  been  great  exaggeration  on  this  subject;  and  I 
think  that,  ctmsidering  the  condition  in  which  the  State  government  was  at  the  time 
the  present  administration  went  into  power,  and  thenecessity  there  was  fort  lie  expend- 
iture of  money  for  the  building  and  improvement  of  public  editices,  the  refntnish- 
iugof  the  capitol  and  the  governor's  mansion,  and  for  the  asylums,  &:c.,  the  present 
has  been  as  economical  an  administration  as  was  common  before  the  war.  The  expendi- 
tures have  been,  I  believe,  more  than  those  of  any  previous  administration  ;  bnt,  then, 
the  necessity  for  expending  money  has  been  greater  than  ever  before,  because  of  the 
increased  population,  and  the  increased  necessities  of  the  government,  consequent  upon 
the  long  night  of  ruin  and  inaction  that  had  lain  up<m  the  State  during  the  war;  and 
owing  also  to  the  ravages  of  war  throughout  the  State. 

Question.  Your  present  State  administration  took  the  State  and  State  affairs  in  a 
pretty  dilapidated  condition? 

Ansirer.  Completely  dilapidated.  The  capitol  building  itself  was  regarded  as  being 
unfit  for  occupancy  an<l  unsafe,  and  many  persons  believed  it  impossiule  to  make  it 
safe,  but  it  has  been  improved  at  an  expenditure  of  seventy  to  eighty  thousand  dollars, 
until  it  is  really  a  better  building  than  it  ever  was. 

Question.  Has  a  large  share  of  this  complaint  about  extravagant  expenditures,  &c., 
come  from  those  men  who  had  been  the  leaders  and  rulers  of  your  State  f 

Ansirer.  Yes,  sir.  The  complaints  have  generally  emanated  from  men  who  were  re- 
solved to  complain  and  tind  fault,  in  any  event,  and  in  many  cases  before  they  knew 
what  was  going  to  be  done. 

Question.  How  will  the  recent  administration  of  financial  affairs  in  your  State  com- 
pare with  the  financial  administration  under  those  men  who  make'this  charge,  or 
their  political  associates  ? 

Answer.  It  compares  well  and  favorably.  The  Government  of  the  United  States  com- 
mitted to  the  hands  of  these  same  men  and  their  associates  large  donations  of  money 
and  lands  for  educational  purposes,  for  internal  improvement-s,  &c.,  nearly  all  of  which 
they  84]nandcred  and  stole — a  very  small  percentage  of  which  was  ever  appropriated 
to  the  objects  designed  by  the  Government  in  the  donation. 

Question,  State,  in  a  general  way,  some  of  the  financial  exploits  of  those  gentlemen. 

Answer.  They  borrowed,  I  think,  five  or  six  or  seven  million  dollara  some  yeare  before 
the  war,  squandered  it,  and  then  repudiated  the  debt.  Settlement  is  now  demanded; 
and  payment  will  be  insisted  upon,  1  think,  from  now  until  it  shall  have  been  paid,  or 
Fome  definite  action  taken  in  the  matter.  The  amount,  1  think,  is  somewhere  in  the 
neighborhood  of  $18,000,000 ;  and  I  think  that  millions  of  those  other  funds  donated 
to  the  State  were  squandered.  All  this  was  in  addition  to  the  taxes  which  they  col- 
lected and  disposed  of.  I  do  not  think  the  taxes  are  now  any  more  onerous  than  they 
were  then,  except  in  individual  instances  where  boards  of  county  supervisors  have 
l>eeu  exorbitant  in  the  levying  of  taxes.  The  basis  of  our  taxation  is  infinitely  more 
just  and  less  oppressive  to  the  whole  body  of  tiix-payers  than  it  ever  was  before. 

Question.  The  supervisors  levy  the  taxes  for  school  purposes  f 

Ansirer.  For  school  purposes,  and  for  other  purposes  of  the  count ie»— for  bridges, 
court-houses,  &c. 

Question.  You  have  stated  that  there  seemed  to  be  efforts  to  operate  upon. the  vote 
of  the  colored  people  by  terrorism.  Are  there  in  vogue  other  modes  by  which  the 
colored  vote  is  attempted  to  be  influenced  in  other  ways  than  by  legitimate  argument? 

Answer.  There  is  misrepresentation  ;  and  there  are  threats  of  withdrawal  ot  patron- 
age, employment,  and  the  like. 

Question.  How  extensive  is  that  ? 

Answer.  In  the  year  1868  it  was  almost  universal.    I  havemyseli*  been  present  when 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


308         CONDITION   OF   AFFAIRS   IN   THE   SOUTHERN   STATES. 

it  waa  done,  and  my  means  of  information  have  been  ample.  I  think  it  \rag  almost 
universal  thronghout  the  whole  State  for  negroes  to  have  the  attempt  made  apoatheui 
to  control  them  by  afipealH  to  their  pecuniary  interest — by  threats  of  discharge  iVinii 
employment,  and  threats  of  expelline  them  from  lauds  which  they  were  cultivatin*;. 
or  driving  them  off  plantations  on  which  they  had  growing  crops  or  interests  in  grow- 
ing crops. 

Quesiion.  Are  the  great  mass  of  the  lauds  in  your  State  owned  by  men  of  one  polit- 
ical side  T 

Ansiper.  Yes,  sir,  mostly. 

Questiov.  Give  any  X)articulars  you  may  know  in  reference  to  the  manner  in  which 
the  thing  is  done. 

Answer.  All  this  that  I  speak  of  was  in  1868  and  1869 — before  the  elections  of  those 
years.  In  1H69  these  threats  were  somewhat  relaxe<l.  General  Ames  was  then;  in 
.  command.  He  had  caused  it  to  be  underatood  that  he  would  see  to  it  that  the  iiieu 
who  violated  the  law  and  attempted  to  control  votes  by  illegal  means  should  be  pun- 
ished. Those  restraining  inllnences  did  not  operate  to  the  same  extent  in  1868.  Con- 
sequently, in  that  year  those  threats  were  general  and  wide-spread;  in  1869  they  were 
not  nearly  so  much  so. 

Question.  What  was  the  mode  of  operations  in  1868  f 

Anawer.  They  would  just  say  to  a  negro,  "Vote  with  these  radicals,  and  yon  shall 
not  live  on  my  land ;  1  will  never  let  a  radical  nigger  stay  on  my  place."  At  that 
time  the  taj^e-i  were  being  collected,  and  their  collection  was  ma(le  a  means  for  the 
control  of  the  negro  vote.  The  poll-tax  was  enormous — ^from  six  to  eight  dollars  a  head— 
and  there  was  a  large  tax  on  guns  and  dogs.  Negroes  generally  had  those  three  taxes 
to  pay.  Almost  every  negro  had  a  gun  and  a  dog ;  and  all  of  them  between  twenty- 
one  and  fifty-five  yeai-s  of  age  hacfto  pay  a  poll-tax,  which  was  two  dollars  to  the 
State,  and  four  or  live  dollars  to  the  county,  varying  with  the  county  in  which  the 
tax  was  levied.  The  collection  of  these  taxes  was  used  as  a  means  of  compeUing  the 
negro  to  vote  the  way  he  might  be  required  to  vote  by  his  employer. 

Question.  What  was  the  process  ? 

Ansicei*.  One  way  (I  do  not  know  whether  it  was  universal ;  it  was  very  common  in 
the  part  of  the  State  where  I  lived,  which  was  densely  populated  by  negroes)  was  for 
the  sheriff  who  collected  the  taxes  to  act  in  conjunction  with  the  employer ;  and  jiLst 
as  the  sheriff  was  about  to  take  the  last  horse  which  the  negro  had,  or  his  last  skillt't, 
or  other  article  of  household  property,  the  owner  would  come  to  the  relief  of  the  ne- 
gro, and  agree  with  him  that  if  he  would  vote  the  democratic  ticket,  he  (the  employer; 
would  be  responsible  for  the  taxes.  I  have  known  that  to  be  done.  I  do  not  kao^ 
whether  it  was  general  or  not ;  bnt  I  think  it  was  general  thronghout  the  State. 

Question,  Do  you  think  those  influences  were  productive  of  results  to  a  considerahle 
extents 

Answer.  Very  often  they  were ;  but  in  many  instances  they  were  counteracted  byin- 
fomiatian  and  advice  given  to  the  negro,  which  he  believed  and  on  which  he  acted. 
But  the  negroes  often  promised — where  that  sort  of  strategy  was  adopted  they  were 
compelled  to  promise — that  they  would  vote  the  democratic  ticket;  but  they  did  not 
do  it. 

Question.  They  did  not  always  keep  those  promises  T 

Answei'.  They' very  seldom  kept  them  in  that  part  of  the  country.  As  the  enthnsiasm 
increased  with  the  approach  of  election  day,  they  became  determined  that  they  woold 
vote  the  repnblican  ticket  at  all  possible  hazards ;  they  did  do  it,  and  multitudes  of  them 
were  afterward  discharged  and  driven  from  their  places  of  employment. 

Question.  As  a  rule  ? 

Answer,  Very  frequently. 

Question.  Which  ticket  do  the  colored  men  want  to  vote  f 

Anmcer.  I  do  not  believe  thei'e  is  a  colored  man  in  the  State  of  Mississippi  who  wants 
to  vote  the  democratic  ticket,  or  ever  did  want  to  vote  it,  though  some  of  them  did 
vote  it. 

Question.  If  a  colored  man  does  vote  on  that  side,  it  is  under  some  pressure  f 

Answer.  It  is  done  under  some  improper  influence — either  a  bribe,  a  threat,  or  some- 
thing of  the  sort.  The  negroes  have  been  deceived  many  times ;  they  have  been  de- 
ceived by  having  the  wrong  ticket  given  to  them  when  they  could  not  read. 

Question.  They  all  feel,  even  the  ignorant  class  among  them,  that  they  owe  their 
freedom  and  their  nght  to  the  ballot  to  the  republican  party  f 

Aiiiver.  Yes,  sir.  The  negroes,  so  far  as  I  can  judge  from  their  actions  and  their  ex- 
pressions, love  the  Government  of  the  United  States,  and  they  love  it  because  it  gave 
them  their  freedom.  They  consider  republicanism  the  same  thing  aa  the  Union,  and 
believe  that  when  they  are  voting  the  republican  ticket  they  are  voting  for  the  Union 
and  for  liberty  to  themselves  and  everybody  else,  and  that  when  they  vote  any  othfi 
ticket  they  are  voting  against  liberty  and  against  the  Government.  That  »  my  cod- 
ception  of  what  the  ni^pfro  thinks  about  voting. 

Question.  That  is  his  i>bilosophy  of  the  matter? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 
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Question,  This  class  of  leaders  that  yon  have  spoken  of— what  in  your  opinion  is  their 
real  utatus  with  reference  to  the  Government  f 

AnBtter,  1  do  not  think  there  is  nuich  love  of  the  Union  among  that  class  of  men,  or 
much  love  of  the  Government.  I  do  not  think  there  is  much  desire  on  their  part  for 
the  perpetuity  or  the  honor  of  the  Government.  Different  men  among  them  uiffer  in 
that  respect.  Some  of  them  would  like  the  Government  of  the  United  States,  if  they 
could  have  what  they  regard  as  their  fair  share  in  its  administration,  in  its  offices  and 
its  honors.    But,  as  it  is,  they  arc  not  friendly  to  the  Government  of  the  United  States. 

Question.  You  speak  of  the  particular  class  that  are  laboring  under  disability  with 
reference  to  holding  office  f 

Answer,  No,  sir;  I  speak  of  those  who  were  politicians  and  who  have  controlled  pubi 
lie  sentiment  in  Mississippi  for  years  past. 

Question.  And  who  are  now  actually  out  of  power  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  A  large  portion  of  those  who  are  disfranchised  are  among  the  best 
and  most  loyal  men  in  the  State  or  country.  The  disfranchising  provision  applies  to 
many  men  who  were  loyal  to  the  Government,  and  whose  disqualification  arises  from 
the  circumstance  that  they  held,  perhaps  some  years  before  the  war,  some  petty  office, 
(for  instance,  justice  of  the  peace  or  judge  of  the  county  court,)  and  then  did  some 
little  in  aid  of  the  confederate  cause.  Some  of  them  went  into  the  field  and  fought. 
Some  of  them  who  did  not  do  that  did  some  other  act  which  incapacitated  them  for 
taking  the  oath  which  they  were  required  to  take  in  order  to  register  as  voters,  except 
by  committing  perjury ;  and  thejr  woidd  not  do  that.  Many  men  who  are  not  dis- 
franchised, and  never  were,  are  just  as  great  enemies  to  the  Government— gi*eater,  in 
fact,  than  many  who  are  disfranchised. 

Qvestian.  Then  you  think  the  line  as  t^  loyalty  of  sentiment  does  not  follow  the  line 
that  separates  those  under  disabilities  from  those  who  are  not  so  disqualified. 

Answer.  No,  sir,  not  at  all.  I  think  the  disability  clause  in  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States  did  not  strike  the  men  it  was  iutended  to  strike,  and  that  it  struck  a 
ffn»at  many  men  whom  it  was  not  intended  to  strike.  I  know  men  who  before  the  war 
held  the  office  of  justice  of  the  peace,  or  some  other  little  office,  (held  it  by  a  mere  ac- 
cident, or  casualty,  if  you  may  so  exi)ress  it,) — men  who  were  oppose<I  to  secession  and 
anxious  to  the  last  hour  to  remain  in  the  Union,  but  who,  when  their  State  went  out,re'» 
garded  it  as  their  duty  to  go  with  the  State,  whether  the  Stat-e  was  right  or  wron^.  Some 
of  them  went  into  the  field  and  fought  through  the  whole  war,  believing  all  ihe  time  that 
they  were  required  to  do  so  by  a  feeling  of  loyalty  and  allegiance  to  tlieir  State ;  that  it 
was  their  duty  to  do  it,  notwithstanding  they  did  not  believe  in  the  jiolicy  which  had 
brought  on  the  war;  and  when  the  surrender  came  they  were  willing  to  surrender, 
and  their  surrender  was  absolute  and  without  any  mental  reservation.  This,  I  believe, 
was  the  case  with  a  majority  of  the  confederate  soldiers,  and  indeed  neai'ly  all  the 
lower  ranks  who  were  not  under  the  control  of  unscrupulous  politiciaus  or  omce-hun- 
ters.  Then  came  the  disfranchisement,  and  disqualification  for  votin(|:.  A  great  maliy 
who  were  disfranchised  are  among  the  leading  republicans  of  Mississippi.  Others  are 
not  republicans  at  all,  but  moderate,  decent  conservative  men,  most  anxious  for  tho 
restoration  of  the  relations  of  the  State  to  the  Government  and  for  peace—  who  regret 
very  much  that  they  ever  had  anything  to  do  with  the  war  or  that  there  ever  was  a 
war.  Then  there  are  some  democrats — uien  who  consistently  vote  the  democratic  ticket^ 
but  who  have  none  of  the  bitterness  of  which  I  spoke — men  belonging  politically  to 
what  may  be  called  the  middle  class,  taking  little  part  actively  in  politics,  but  still 
decided  in  their  opinions.  I  think  the  republican  party  lost  more  by  disfranchising 
any  portion  of  the  southern  leaders  than  they  ever  gained,  because  they  made  a  hero 
of  every  man  they  thus  disqualified.  Many  a  man  who  would  have  had  no  influence 
at  all  i>erhaps  with  the  people,  but  who  would  have  been  simply  a  pla^'ed-out  politi- 
cian, was,  on  acconnt  of  his  disfranchisement,  able  to  enlist  sympath)'  for  himself  in 
the  minds  of  the  people. 

Questian.  If  these  gentlemen  were  relieved  from  this  martyrdom  you  think  the  effect 
would  be  beneficial  f 

Answer.  I  think  so.  I  think  that  if  the  disabilities  of  every  man  in  the  South  were  re- 
moved it  would  have  a  good  effect. 

By  Mr.  Pool: 

Question.  Do  you  know  what  the  war  debt  of  the  State  was  f 

Anstcer.  No,  sir,  but  it  was  vast. 

Question.  How  large  do  you  suppose  it  was  f 

Anstper.  I  should  dislike  to  undertake  to  make  an  estimate.  I  have  no  knowledge 
about  it,  except  that  the  amount  was  very  large. 

Question.  Fifty  million  dollars  f 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  ;  I  reckon  not  that  much. 

Question.  What  is  the  present  debt  of  Mississij>pi  f 

Anstcer.  I  do  not  think  the  present  debt,  leaving  out  that  which  existed  prior  to  the 
incoming  of  the  present  administration,  is  more  than  |1,0U0,000,  or  $1,200,000. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


310        CONDITION   OF   AFFAIRS   IN   THE   SOUTHERN   STATES. 

Question.  Yon  do  oot  think  the  debt  has  been  increased  more  than  that  amount  by 
the  present  admin i8tratton  ? 

Anmrer,  No,  sir ;  I  do  not  think  it  has  Ijoen  increased  that  mnch.  I  have  no  data  at 
all  on  that  subject ;  bnt  my  general  idea  is,  that  that  amount  would  cover  it. 

Question,  Are  the  colored  men  of  Mississippi  in  favor  of  general  amnesty  f 

Answer.  I  believe  they  are ;  especially  the  southern  colored  people. 

QucifHon.  You  mean  the  freedmen  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  There  are  some  northern  "  carpet-bag  "  negroes  in  the  State,  who 
are  very  unlike  the  native  negroes — those  who  were  formerly  slaves. 

Question.  Do  you  think  the  white  peoi)le  of  Mississippi  are  in  idvor  of  allowiug 
negroes  to  continue  to  vote  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  think  the  old  politicians  are. 

Question.  Do  you  think  a  majority  of  the  white  x^^<^P^^  ^^  Mississippi  would,  if  they 
had  their  way,  allow  the  negroes  to  vote  f 

Answer.  I  think  they  would,  if  they  had  an  understanding;  of  the  matter.  You  »ee 
there  are  multitudes  of  the  middle  and  lower  classes  of  white  pcjople  of  Mississippi 
who  never  hear  but  one  side  of  political  questions.  If  a  political  speech  is  to  be  made 
on  the  other  side,  all  means,  fair  and  nnfair^  are  resorted  to  to  keep  the  white  peop!*' 
from  going  to  hear  it.  They  do  not  hear  discussions ;  and  they  are  induced  to  (relieve 
that  republicanism  means  social  equality ;  that,  if  a  man  is  a  republican,  he  must  neces- 
sarily be  in  favor  of  white  people  and  negroes  maiTying  and  associating  on  terms  of 
perfect  equality  in  the  social  circle.  That  idea  is  persistently  enforced  by  leadin:; 
demr>enitic  ]>oliticianK  upon  the  middle  classes  of  the  white  people ;  and  while  many 
of  them  do  not  believe  it,  many  of  them  do. 

Quention.  Are  the  leading  politicians  who  are  under  disabilities  in  favor  of  allowing 
th«  negi<»eh  to  vote  f    Are  they  in  favor  of  negro  snfiragef 

Answer.  I  think  the  people  of  Mississippi — I  speak  of  the  masses  of  them — are  dis- 
posed to  acquiesce  in  that  measure  and  not  disturb  it,  especially  if  they  are  let  aloae 
and  allowecl  to  unilerstand  the  facts  about  it. 

Question.  Are  these  men  who  are  clamoring  about  the  disabilities  imposed  upon  them 
in  favor  of  allowing  the  negroes  to  vote  ?  Would  they  allow  them  to  vot«  if  they  had 
the  power  to  prevent  it  ? 

Answer.  Many  of  them  would  not,  and  many  of  them  would.  As  I  remarked  a  whil<* 
ago,  the  disfranchisement  includes  very  widely  different  classes  of  men  in  respect  t.> 
politics. 

Question.  I  speak  of  those  leaders  who  were  disfranchised  and  who  are  complaining 
so  nmch  of  th<*ir  disfranchisement. 

Answer.  I  think  that  all  who  are  disfranchised  are  disposed  to  complain  aboat  it 
more  or  less;  and  I  think  some  of  thorn  are  willing  to  acquiesce  in  negro  suffrage, 
while  othei-s  are  detennined  to  miss  no  opportunity  now  or  hereafter  to  endeavor  to 
break  it  up. 

Question.  You  have  not  a  doubt  that  it  would  be  a  good  stroke  of  policy  on  the  part 
of  the  Government  of  the  United  States  to  pass  a  general  amnesty  bill  f 

Answer.  I  think  that  it  would  be  a  matter  of  poUcy  for  the  Government.  So  for  as 
regards  keeping  men  out  of  olhce,  l(?t  that  be  done  at  the  ballot-box,  and  not  by  per- 
sonal proscription  of  individuals. 

Question.  Do  you  suppose  that  more  men  are  disfranchised  in  Mississippi  by  the  Con- 
stitution of  the  United  States  than  are  ]>ractically  disfranshised  by  the  acta  committed 
by  the  Ku-Klux  and  the  dread  following  their  operations  f 

^M*irer.  No,  sir;  I  do  not  thing  there  are  half  so  many. 

Question.  You  think  there  is  more  real  disfranchisement  by  the  Kn-Kluz  than  by  tlie 
constitutional  amendment  f 

Answer.  Let  me  consider  about  that ;  I  do  not  want  to  be  hasty.  I  think  the  namber 
of  men  disfranchised  in  Mississippi  dcxts  not  excee<l,  on  an  average,  twenty-five  to  a 
county  ;  I  do  not  believe  there  are  so  many.  As  to  the  number  who  are  disfranchiseil 
or  prevented  from  voting  by  Ku-Kluxism,  there  are  in  some  counties  none  at  all,  ami 
never  have  been.  But  in  some  counties,  if  an  election  were  now  held,  great  ntmibert 
of  republicans,  mostly  colored,  would  lie  prevented  from  voting.  And  there  are  a 
great  many  white  men  who  would  vote  the  republican  ticket  who  never  say  anything 
about  it  publicly,  who  are  afraid  of  the  odium,  the  denunciation,  the  persecution.  tLe 
deprivation  of  patronage,  the  loss  of  social  position,  which  would  follow  their  votiu:; 
in  that  way,  and  therefore  they  do  not  do  it,  though  they  would  be  glad  to  do  it,  TlifV 
do  not  say  anything  about  the  matter  except  privately,  to  individuals.  I  have  many 
times  had  ]>eop]e  talk  to  me  in  that  way. 

Question.  You  say  that  practically  in  the  aggregate  there  are  more  men  in  yoor  State 
prevented  from  voting  through  fear  of  the  operations  of  the  Ku-Klnx  than  there  aru 
men  under  disabilities  by  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  t 

Answer.  I  think  it  probable  that  the  number  is  largely  more. 

Question.  Would  you  not  think  it  good  policy  on  the  part  of  the  Government  of  the 
Trnite<l  States  to  take  whatever  measures  may  be  requisite  to  remove  the  disability  on 
both  sides  f 
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Anmcer.  Tes,  sir  ;  it  would  be  good  policy  to  remove  iAie  disabilities  imposed  by  the 
fourteentb  amcnduieDt,  and  to  try  to  relieve,  as  far  sls  possible,  the  other  disabilities 
to  which  yon  allude.  I  thiuk  that  time  will  wear  away  the  latter.  I  think  that  we 
are  improving  in  that  respect  in  our  State  already. 

Question.  Have  there  not  been  some  proceedings  in  the  United  States  courts  of  your 
State  against  the  Ku-Klux  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  and  I  think  they  have  had  a  salutary  effect. 

Question,  Have  the  State  courts  failed  to  check  the  operations  of  this  Ku-Klux  organ- 
ization r 

Ansiver.  I  think  they  have— not  because  of  any  want  of  disposition  to  do  it,  but 
because  of  the  impracticable  character  of  the  attempt. 

Question.  Do  you  know  anything  of  some  trials  wnich  have  been  recently  going  on 
at  Oxford? 

Ansvtr.  No,  sir,  nothing  except  what  I  have  seen  b^^  the  telegraphic  reports.  I  know 
that  some  of  the  men  are  those  that  I  alluded  to  a  while  ago  as  having  been  arrested. 
The  arrest  of  sonu^  occurred  about  the  time  I  left  home  some  days  since.  They  were 
charged  with  maltreating  the  schoolmast^^rs  whom  I  ha\e  already  mentioned. 

QutsUofi.  Is  it  not  common  in  many  counties  of  Mississippi,  especially  upon  the  lino 
of  the  railroads  that  run  down  from  'J'ennessee,  for  colored  men  to  bo  whipped  by  these 
disguised  organizations  of  men  ? 

Anmrer,  Not  that  I  know  of  along  the  line  of  the  road.  The  road  runs  across  a  cor- 
ner of  the  State,  from  Corinth,  on  the  north  side,  to  Meridian.  In  some  of  the  counties 
through  which  the  roads  pass  I  believe  these  outrages  have  been  reported. 

Qiifstion.  Where  these  Ku-Klnx  exist  do  you  hear  that  it  is  common  for  colored  men 
to  be  taken  out  and  whipped  or  otherwise  maltreated  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  I  notice  that  in  giving  instances  you  named  no  outrage  upon  any  colored 
man. 

Answer.  I  included  colored  men  in  those  who  were  killed  in  Meridian;  and  using  the 
word  *'  men,"  I  included  them  in  the  other  cases  I  mentioned. 

Question.  But  when  you  gave  names,  you  did  not  mention  the  names  of  any  colored 
men  ;  I  observetl  that  those  you  named  were  white  men. 

Anstrer.  I  do  not  know  tlie  names  of  the  colored  men. 

Question.  The  great  body  of  the  outrages  actually  committed  have  been  upon  colored 
men? 

Ansiver.  I  think  so. 

Question.  In  counties  where  the  Ku-Klux  operate,  is  it  common  for  them  to  operate 
principally  ujmn  colored  men  f 

Answer.' That  is  my  information — principally  upon  colored  men.  They  take  them 
out  and  flog  them,  sometimes  han^  them',  sometimes  put  them  to  death. 

Question.  Are  you  a  native  of  Mississippi  f 

Answer.  No,  siV,  of  Tennessee. 

Question.  How  long  have  you  resided  in  Mississippi  f 

Answer.  Twenty  years. 

Questum.  Did  you  he4ir,  before  the  war,  of  organizations  of  disguised  men  operating 
in  this  way  ? 

Answer.  Never. 

Question.  Did  you  hear  of  any  such  thing  until  the  negroes  were  allowed  to  vote  f 

Answer.  Never  in  that  State. 

Question.  Is  there  complaint  among  the  white  democrats  of  Mississippi  against 
the  reconstruction  policy  of  Congress  T 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  there  has  been  a  great  deal  of  complaint. 

Questuyn.  Is  the  main  point  abo  ut  which  they  complain  that  the  negroes  have  been 
allowed  to  vote,  and  have,  with  a  few  white  men,  taken  control  of  the  State  govern- 
ment? 

Ansu>er,  Yes,  sir ;  they  complain  that  the  negro  was  clothed  with  the  right  of  suffrage, 
and  that  the  right  was  taken  away  from  white  people. 

Question.  Nobody  was  deprived  of  the  right  of  suffrage  by  the  constitutional  amend- 
ment? 

Answer.  No,  sir;  but  by  the  reconstruction  laws;  and  the  fourteen tb  amendment 
contained  a  disqualification  for  holding  oflice. 

Question.  All  men  now  vote  in  Mississippi  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir  ;  except  the  classes  who  could  not  before  the  war. 

Question.  Suifrage  is  uniform  ? 

Answei'.  Suffrage  is  general  there  now. 

Question.  Is  there  complaint  that  in  the  reconstruction  of  the  State  the  great  body 
of  the  negroes,  with  a  few  white  men,  were  enabled,  by  voting  together,  to  get  control 
of  the  State  government  ? 

Jiwiccr.  That  i»  the  ^reat  cause  of  complaint ;  that  is  the  sore  point  with  the  lead- 
ing democratic  politicians  of  the  State ;  that  i^  the  main  cause  of  discontent  with 
them. 
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Question,  It  iB  of  that  they  mainly  complain  f 

Avncer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Is  there  any  way  to  correct  that  gronnd  of  complaint  except  by  inflaeocing 
the  colored  men  to  votxj  with  the  democrats  T 

Ansicer.  None  that  I  know  of. 

Question,  Do  you  think  these  Ku-Klux  organizations  were  gotten  up  for  the  purpose 
of  con-ecting  that  evil  f 

Answer,  I  do  not  know  what  the  organization  was  gotten  up  for,  bat  I  have  been  led 
to  believe  that  it  was  gotten  up  for  tuc  purpose  of  resisting  republican  rule  and  tak- 
ing satisfaction  out  of  nien  obnoxious  politically.    That  has  been  my  impression. 

Question,  Do  you  think  it  is  composed  entirely  of  democrats? 

Anstcer.  I  do  not  think  any  republican  belongs  to  it :  I  never  heard  of  one  who  did. 
I  do  not  think  any  colored  man  belongs  to  ir.  I  think  the  men  who  belong  to  it  are 
either  men  of  no  party,  who  do  these  acts  from  wanton  wickedness,  or  else  they  are 
actuated  by  ^K)litical  purposes.  I  think  that  whatever  encouragement  they  receive 
from  outside  is  for  j^oliticul  purposes. 

Question.  You  say  that  no  sucn  organization  existed  in  the  State  of  Mississippi  until 
the  negi'oes  were  allowed  to  vote  t 

Answer.  No,  sir,  no  such  organization  existed  till  then. 

Question.  And  the  great  evil  that  these  men  complain  of  is  that  the  negroes,  with  a 
few  white  meu,  have  been  enabled  to  take  charge  of  the  State  government  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  That  evil  having  arisen,  this  organization  for  the  first  time  sprang  into 
existence  f 

Antncer.  YeSy  sir ;  I  do  not  know  hoia  it  rame  otherwise. 

Question.  Is  there  any  ground  of  compiaiut  at  which  sensible  men  wonld  aim  snch 
an  organization,  except  colored  suffrage  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir  ;  there  are  iudividual  cases  of  villainy  and  rascality. 

Question.  Are  not  the  laws  adequately  enforced  in  those  cases  f 

Answer.  I  think  they  are. 

Question.  Then  they  do  not  call  for  such  an  organization  as  this  f 

Answer.  Well,  men  seek  that  means  of  redress — unnecessarily,  but  still  they  seek  it 

Question.    Do  they  seek  it  only  when  republicans  are  the  men  who  have  been  gnilty  f 

Anstcer.  Those  are  the  only  ones. 

Question.  Do  the}'  resort  to  such  means  upon  democrats  f 

Answer.  Never,  so  far  as  I  have  heard. 

Question.  Does  not  that  raise  in  your  mind  a  presumption  that  this  is  a  sort  of  pre- 
text, uuder  color  of  which  they  attempt  to  influence  voting  t 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  from  all  the  facts  I  can  learn  I  sniipose  the  inference  you  state 
would  be  what  any  one  would  draw,  the  premises  being  established. 

Question.  Taking  the  legislation  of  1866  and  1H67,  to  which  you  have  referred,  io 
refcreuce  to  the  negroes,  and  considering  the  harsh  manner  in  which  some  features  of 
that  legislation  were  executed,  what  would  have  been  the  condition  of  the  negro  it 
such  measures  had  been  allowed  to  go  on  unchecked  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  see  how  he  could  have  existed  in  the  State  for  any  considerable 
length  of  time. 

Question.  I  understood  yon  to  say  that  such  measures  would  have  amounted  to  bis 
extermination  f 

Answer.  Well,  I  think  it  would  have  been  exceedingly  difficult  for  him  to  have  lived 
in  the  State  ;  that  is  what  I  meant  by  saying  the  negro  would  have  been  exterminated. 

Question.  Would  such  legislation  have  placed  him  in  a  worse  condition  than  when  bd 
was  a  slave  Y 

Answer.  Infinitely  worse;  because  when  a  slave  he  was  protected  as  property,  and 
the  interest  of  the  master  was  powerful  to  secure  to  the  negro  humane  treatment;  aud 
the  owners  of  the  slaves  were  many  times  very  humane  men. 

Question.  So  that  yon  think  if  the  emancipated  slaves  had  been  allowed  to  be  sub- 
jected to  such  legislation,  so  enforced,  thej*  wonld  have  been  placed  in  a  worse  condition 
than  before  the  Government  liberated  them  f 

Answer.  Infinitely.  Their  treedom  would  have  been  a  cnrse  to  them,  becanse  it 
would  have  deprived  them  of  the  protection  which  had  been  given  to  them  by  their 
value  as  slaves. 

Question.  If,  then,  there  are  evils  growing  ont  of  the  correcting  legislation  of  Con- 
gress, which  has  given  to  the  negro  suffrage  and  equal  rights,  are  not  tlie  men  who 
undertook  to  reduce  him  to  such  a  condition  responsible  to  some  extent  for  such  legis- 
lation  f 

Anstcer,  I  think  so. 

Question,  You  think  their  course  made  the  action  of  Congress  necessary  t 

Anstcer.  That  is  my  view. 

Question.  Is  the  government  of  Mississippi  now  measurably  as  well  administered  in 
its  various  details  as  it  was  before  the  war  f 
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'  Anmrer.  1  think  it  is.  Its  administration  is  a  great  deal  more  difficnlt  now  than  it 
-was  before  the  war.  There  was  no  difficulty  before  the  war  in  administ'erin^  the  (gov- 
ernment as  it  was  then  administered.  Our  people  were  never  very  prompt  m  pnuish- 
inj( crime,  unless  it  was  theft,  house-bnming,  assassination,  or  some  other  villainous  act. 
Where  there  was  violence  growing  out  of  whisky  and  newspaper  articles  and  "  a  fair 
jight/'  they  were  disposed  to  let  it  bo  winked  at.  The  government  was  administere<l 
in  a  sliji-sliod  manner ;  I  say  it  with  great  respect  to  the  people  of  Mississippi,  because 
I- am  attached  to  their  interests  and  honor  as  much  as  any  man  in  the  State.  They 
were  lax  in  administering  the  law  where  Ihere  could  be  any  sort  of  a  pretense  that  the 
man  might  have  been  guilty  of  the  offense  charged  and  still  be  "honorable,'*  as  they 
-ander8tx>od  that  word ;  while  they  were  fierce  and  promi)t  in  administering  the  law  on 
a  thief,  a  house-burner^  a  murderer,  an  assassin.  But  since  the  war  it  has  been  vastly 
more  difficult  for  the  government  to  keep  on  its  legs — I  mean  since  the  present  govern- 
ment w«nt  into  operation.  There  have  been  emban-assments  on  every  band.  l"1iei*e 
has  been  more  opposition  and  contempt  instilled  into  the  minds  of  the  people  for  gov- 
ernment and  for  law  than  ever  before  the  war.  Before  the  war  people  were  taught  to 
respect  the  judges,  the  courts,  and  public  officers  gen»*rally.  Now  tbey  are  taught,  so 
far  as  tbe  influence  of  certain  pailies  can  go,  to  have  no  such  respect.  Anotber  thing 
which  I  desire  to  state  (for  I  am  anxious  to  tell  all  tbat  I  know  about  this  matter)  is 
that  since  the  present  government  of  the  State  went  into  operaticm  many  of  the  offi- 
cers throughout  the  State  have  not  been  elected  by  tbe  people.  Tlie  people  have 
elected  their  governor  and  a  few  of  the  principal  State  officers,  together  with  members 
of  the  legislature;  bnt  their  sheriffs,  constables,  magistrates,  county  treasurers,  asses- 
sors —in  general  all  local  officers— have  been  appointed.  Sometimes  men  who  have 
been  sent  into  a  county  with  their  commissions  in  their  pockets  were  never  in  tho 
county  before  ;  knew  nothing  about  the  people  and  possibly  were  not  known  to  any- 
body residing  there.  The  people  had  a  contempt  for  such  men  ;  it  was  natural ;  I  had 
a  great  contempt  for  them  myself.  I  thought  that  in  this  respect  a  mistake  was  made. 
I  thought  it  would  be  better  that  the  ^Ktsitions  shonld  be  given  to  men  even  of 
less  qualification  or  merit,  but  residents  of  the  county,  and  therefore  identified  to  that 
extent  at  least  with  the  people.  None  of  these  local  officers  were  elected  by  the  people* 
The  boards  of  supervisors,  who  levied  the  tiixes,  were  appointed  by  the  governor. 
The  supervisors  appointed  the  county  directors  of  schools.  The  people  had  nothing 
to  do  with  the  selection  of  these  officers.  The  superintendents  of  schools  were  appointed 
by  the  State  board  of  education,  sitting  at  Jackson.  The  magistrates,  constables, 
sheriffs,  &c.,  were  appointed  by  the  governor.  Those  officers  thus  appointed  were  often 
regarded,  even  by  good  men,  loyal  men,  republicans,  as  being  interlopers  who  had 
come  among  them  merely  to  sta}'  as  long  as  they  held  office,  an^  to  leave  as  soon 
as  they  ceased  to  hold  office.    This  has  been  a  fruitful  source  of  discontent. 

Question.  What  sort  of  a  supreme  court  have  you  f 

Ansxcer.  A  very  tine  supreme  court,  1  think.    One  of  the  judges  was  a  practicing  law- 
yer in  Mississippi  for  nearlj'  thirty-five  years.    He  was  elected  by  the  people  to  Con- 
gress in  1865,  but,  with- the  others  then  elected,  was  refused  a  seat.    Ho  has  always 
been  a  man  emiment  for  his  honesty  and  learning. 
By  Mr.  Beck  : 

Question,  What  is  the  name  of  that  judge. 

Answer,  Chief  Justice  Peyton.  Another  of  our  judges  is  Judge  Simrall — a  man 
almost  universally  esteemed,  and  deservedly  so,  by  afi  classes  of  people,  before,  during, 
and  since  the  war,  especially  by  tho  most  refined,  cultivat^^d  andiutelligent  of  the  peo- 
ple. He  was  once  a  professor  of  the  law  school  in  Louisville,  Kentucky.  The  third 
member  of  the  court  is  Judge  Tarbell.  He  was  a  general  in  the  United  States  Volun- 
teer army,  who  came  to  Mississippi  and  settled  soon  after  the  war.  He  is  a  man  of 
unblemished  reputatiou  and  fair  legal  attaiuments.  These  three  j  udges  constitute  our 
supreme  court. 

By  Mr.  Pool: 

Questiwi,  What  is  the  character  of  your  circuit  judges! 

Anmver.  Some  of  them  are  good  men,  some  tolerable,  and  a  few  of  them  very  poor — 
poor  excuses  for  judges. 

Quesiioti.  How  many  circuit  Judges  have  youf 

Ansvcir.  Fifteen. 

Question,  Are  they  in  the  main  good  men  t 

Answer.  I  think  so.  I  think  that,  as  a  class  they  are  as  good  men  as  wo  were  in  the 
llabit  of  having  before  the  war,  or  nearly  so. 

Question.  Have  those  judges  been  tbe  objects  of  abuse  and  denunciation  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  in  the  uewspai^ers ;  some  of  them  have— not  all  of  them.  • 

Question,  In  the  democratic  newspapers  f 

Answer.  Yes.  sir;  no  othera  that  1  know  of;  and  not  half  of  them. 

Question,  Have  the  supreme  judges  been  attacked  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  they  have  been  attacked ;  and  though  I  do  not  know  that  they  have 
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been  directly  accused  of  cormption,  they  have  sometimes  been  very  severely  and 
unscnipulouHly  criticised  for  their  decisious. 

Question.  Was  the  abuse  of  a  coarse  and  slanderous  character  f 

Answer,  Yes^  sir;  I  think  it  was ;  with  respect  to  some  of  the  judges  of  the  supreme 
court  the  abuse  has  be<*n  of  a  coai-se  and  tilthj'  kind. 

Question,  Calculated  to  weaken  the  inHuence  of  the  court? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  And  bring  the  administration  of  justice  into  contempt  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir.  There  is  one  of  the  circuit  judges  whose  circuit  court  in  one  or  two 
of  the  counties  is  habitually  called  a  "circus."  For  instance,  the  newspaper  will 
announce,  ''  Next  Monday  Aldersou  and  Joe  Bowie  will  open  their  circus  iu  this 
town" — ^Aldersou  being  the  circuit  judge  and  Mr.  Bowie  the  district  attorney. 

Question,  Are  they  men  of  good  standing  f 

Answer.  They  are  men  of  good  standing. 

Question,  Are  they  men  of  ability  f 

Answer.  I  cannot  say  that  they  are  men  of  a  very  high  order  of  ability ;  they  are 
passable. 

Question.  The  newspapers  of  that  county  speak  of  the  court  as  a  '^  circus"  t 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Is  that  calculated  to  detract  from  the  influence  of  the  court  and  render  it 
L'SH  able  to  enforce  the  law  f 

Answer,  O,  yes. 

Question.  Do  you  think  this  abuse  of  the  court  is  aimed  at  weakening  its  power  ? 

Answer,  It  is  aimed  at  bringing  it  into  contem])t.  It  is  known  that  such  is  the  uatn- 
ral  cilect ;  and  I  presume  that  men  intend  the  natural  consequences  of  what  they  do  or 
say. 

Question,  Do  you  suppose  that  any  part  of  the  purpose  is  to  prevent  the  proeecutioa 
of  these  organized  bands  of  men  who  have  committed  violenwi  f 

Answer,  Idu  not  think  it  is,  because  there  are  no  Ku-Klux  there  at  the  present  time, 
as  tar  as  I  know.  At  the  time  of  the  election  of  186H,  as  I  believe,  they  were  in  most 
of  the  counties  of  that  district ;  but  there  are  none  there  now,  I  think. 

Question.  From  the  general  information  which  you  get  in  your  intercourse  with  the 
people,  including  leading  men  from  all  parts  of  the  State,  you  being  located  at  the  cap- 
ital, what  is  your  idea  as  to  the  existence  of  this  organization  as  a  State  organization  f 

Answer.  I  do  not  think  it  is  a  State  organization  at  present;  but  I  think  it  is  very 
likely  to  become  such,  if  no  check  should  be  placed  nywu  its  operations ;  that  is  to  say, 
it  will  exist,  I  think,  in  many  more  counties  of  the  State  than  it  does  now,  between  this 
time  and  the  elec^on  whicli  comes  off  in  November. 

Question.  Do  you  think  the  State  courts  can  check  it  f 

Anstcer.  I  doubt  it,  sir.  The  State  courts  do  not  meet  frequently  enough  to  do  that ; 
and  there  are  plenty  of  men  who  would  commit  outrage  and  violence  with  a  firm 
expectation  that  they  would  be  acquitted  in  the  State  courts,  as  they  possibly  would 
be  on  account  of  the  difficulty  of  making  proof. 

Question,  Have  they  more  fear  of  the  United  States  courts? 

Answer.  I  think  they  have. 

Question,  You  thiuk  that  bringing  prosecutions  in  the  United  States  courts  has  a 
more  repressive  effect  ? 

Answer,  1  am  inclined  to  that  belief. 

Question,  You  spoke  of  the  democrats  bringing  men  from  outside  the  State — "carpet- 
baggers" as  they  are  sometimes  called — into  the  State  and  making  candidates  of  them 
when  they  were  on  their  side  ? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  And  I  think  you  named  four  such  who  were  put  on  the  general  State 
ticket  ? 

Answer,  They  were  all  "  carpet-baggers ;"  and  one  I  believe  was  imported  into  the 
State  expressly  for  the  purpose  of  being  run  upon  that  ticket. 

Question,  And  he  headed  the  ticket? 

Anstcer,  Yes,  sir ;  on  an  agreement  made  l>eforc  he  came  into  the  State,  that  if  he  would 
come  there  and  run  for  governor,  they  could  elect  him  and  would  do  it. 

Question,  How  do  the  democnits  reconcile  that  action  of  theirs  with  their  denunci- 
ation of  "  caq)et-bagger8  "  on  the  republican  side  ? 

Answer,  I  cannot  explain  that. 

Question.  Do  they  attempt  to  do  it  ? 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  a  great  many  of  them  now  deny  that  they  did  so ;  I  think  they 
are  ashamed  of  their  attempt  lo  deceive  and  mislead  the  people ;  I  thiuk  they  regret 
it  because  it  is  now  very  plain  to  the  people  that  such  was  the  attempt ;  and  the  people 
are  disposed  to  distrust  the^e  men ;  the  masses  of  the  people  had  as  much  contempt  for 
Dent  as  they  had  for  any  other  "  cari)et-bagger." 

Question,  And  the  undertaking  failed  too  i 

Answer,  The  undertaking  failed  to  the  extent  of  nearly  forty  thousand  votes. 
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QuesHoH,  Do  yon  think  that  &ilare  has  something  to  do  with  their  being  ashamed 
ofitf 

Jnsvcer,  O,  yes,  sir ;  that  has  all  to  do  with  it.  Then,  you  see,  they  having  deceived 
the  people  in  that  instance,  the  people  will  suspect  them  of  deception  in  any  other 
trick  or  strategy  that  they  may  get  up  for  the  purpose  of  electing  a  democrat  on  a  re- 
publican platform.  They  undertook  to  elect  these  candidates  on  a  republican  platform. 

Quesiion,  Did  you  not  say  that  the  democrats  had  a  colored  man  on  their  ticket  as 
the  candidate  for  secretary  of  state  f 

Answer.  Tes,  sir ;  they  nominated  the  first  colored  man  who  was  ever  nominated  in 
Mississippi  for  a  State  office. 

Question,  He  was  on  their  ticket  at  the  last  election  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir.  He  was  an  almost  totally  illiterate  ex-slave ;  it  is  said  he  could  not 
read ;  I  do  not  know  whether  he  could  or  not. 

Question,  And  they  ran  him  for  the  office  of  secretary  of  state  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Are  they  opposed  to  colored  men  holding  office  t 

Answer.  O,  yes ;  I  think  so,  unless  they  can  control  them  absolntely  after  getting 
them  into  office. 

^    Question.  Have  you  any  reason  to  believe  that  any  party  leaders  in  your  State  are 
connected  with  these  Ku-Klux  organizations  f 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  have  no  reason  to  believe  that  they  are  members,  or  that  they  are 
not,  except  that  some  of  them  are  very  decent  gentlemen ;  and  I  think  the  Ku-Klux 
organization  is  a  disgraceful  thing,  and  that  therefore  they  would  not  belong  to  it. 

Qitesiion.  You  have  never  resided  in  a  community  where  these  organizations  were 
perpetrating  their  outrages  f 

Answer.  Well,  I  cannot  say  that  I  ever  saw  any ;  but  I  think  it  is  likely  that  there 
have  been  outrages  perpetrated  two  or  three  years  ago  in  some  places  where  I  lived. 
I  always  i*estded  at  Port  Gibson  until  I  removed  to  YickMburg,  two  years  and  a 
half  ago ;  and  since  I  have  been  attorney  general  of  the  State  I  have  resided  in  Jack- 
son most  of  the  time.  I  think  it  very  likely  that  there  have  been  individual  cases  of 
outn)4»  committed  in  some  of  those  places;  but  I  do  not  know  anything  about  it 
raysell'. 

Question.  Do  the  people  of  Mississippi  feel  that  they  were  relieved  from  any  bnrden 
by  the  action  of  the  United  States  in  prohibiting  the  payment  of  the  confederate  war 
debt  of  the  State,  amounting  to  from  thirty  to  fifty  millions  f 

Answer.  I  supjiose  they  do. 

Question,  Suppose  they  had  not  been  relieved,  andthat  debt  were  now  resting  upon 
the  people,  and  they  were  taxed  to  meet  it,  would  they  have  been  in  a  condition  to  do 
sof 

Answer,  Tbey  could  not  have  done  it.  I  believe  they  would  have  repudiated  that 
debt.    They  could  not  have  paid  it. 

Question.  You  think  it  a  very  great  relief  to  the  people  of  Mississippi  that  the  pay- 
ment of  that  debt  was  prohibitod  f 

Answer.  I  so  consider  it.  I  think  that,  as  old  Governor  McNutt  says,  it  was  a  good 
way  to  leap  the  chasm.  We  got  rid  of  the  debt  by  somebody  else's  action ;  not  our 
own. 

Question.  You  talk  of  repudiation.  Your  people  had  some  experience  in  that  direction 
before  the  war  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  that  wan  the  immaculate  government,  the  members  and  supporters 
of  which  have  complained  so  much  of  the  present  government.  The  present  govern- 
ment has  had  notbing  to  do  with  that,  one  way  or  the  other. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question,  This  man  Huggins  was,  you  say,  a  superintendent  of  school^  in  Monroe 
county  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Does  your  law  give  to  a  superintendent  of  schools  the  authority  to  levy 
and  collect  taxes  f 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  not  at  all.  He  was  a  superintendent  of  schools,  and  was  also  an 
officer  of  the  United  States  internal  revenue ;  a  deputy  or  assistant  collector,  I  think. 

By  the  Chairman,  (Mr.  Poland:) 
Question.  Under  the  authority  of  the  United  States  f 
Answer.  Under  the  Ubited  States  Government. 

By  Mr.  Blaib  : 
Question.  How  is  the  school  tax  levied  and  collected  f 

Anstcer.  An  estimate,  which  is  required  by  law  to  be  made  bv  the  board  of  directors 
for  the  counij',  is  placed  before  the  board  of  supervisors,  and  taey  levy  the  tax. 
Question.  Do  you  mean  the  State  board  f 
Answer.  No,  sir ;  the  board  of  county  supervisors. 
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Quegtion,  Does  tbe  snperintendent  of  the  sehools  collect  the  tftx  f 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  be  has  uothing  to  do  with  the  levying  or  collection  of  the  tax.  He 
Bopervises  the  schools. 

Question,  Does  he  disbarse  tbe  taxes  t 

Anmcer,  No,  sir ;  he  does  not  disburse  them.  He  has  nothing  to  do  with  the  taxes  or 
tbe  revenues.  The  sberiif  is  far  oJSJido  tax  collector.  He  collects  the  school  tax  along 
with  the  other  taxes  for  the  State  and  county. 

Question.  This  man,  however,  was  a  collector  of  revenue  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  United  States  internal  revenue.  That  is  my  impression,  and  I 
believe  so  from  tbe  fact  that  I  understood  when  they  whipped  him  be  was  tolit  that 
he  should  not  collect  that  revenue.  I  infer  from  this  that  he  was  a  collector  of  rev- 
enue. 

Question.  That  was  tbe  declaration  made  to  him  by  the  persons  who  whipped  him  F 

Answer.  So  I  am  told. 

Question.  They  wbip[>ed  him  on  account  of  bis  being  there  to  collect  United  States 
taxes  f 

Answer.  That  is  one  account.  I  have  heard  another,  which  is  that  they  wanted  him 
to  leave  because  be  bad  used  bis  influence  to  induce  an  exorbitant  ex|jenditare  ci 
money,  requiring  an  exorbitant  taxation. 

Question.  Then  notliing  was  said  about  his  being  a  **  carpet-bagger  f^  The  simple 
objecti<in  to  bim  was  that  be  had  advised  tbe  levy  of  an  exorbitant  tax  f 

Answer.  1  do  not  know  whether  there  was  anything  said  about  his  l)eing  a  '' carpet- 
bagger'^  or  not.  He  was  a  **  carpet-bagger,^^  though;  that  is  to  sa^*,  be  was  a  north- 
ern man.    I  knew  bim  before  he  went  to  that  county. 

Question.  You  say  that  some  of  the  parties  appointed  by  the  governor  to  local  offices 
were  not  residents  of  the  counties  in  which  they  were  appointed — were  "carpet-bag- 
gers" in  that  sense,  and  therefore  objectionable  T 

Ansicer.  Yes,  sir ;  some  of  them  did  not  live  in  the  county  until  they  went  there  to 
hold  office.  Not  only  the  governor,  but  the  board  of  education,  by  whom  tbe  school 
superintendents  are  appointed,  have,  in  a  few  instances — a  very  few,  however — ap- 
pointed men  of  iLut  class. 

Question.  They  are  objectionable  on  that  account  7 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Even  republicans  object  to  such  men  being  appointed  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  many  republicans  do,  but  others  have  insisted  that  it  was  neces 
sary  to  do  it,  because  there  was  nobody  in  tbe  county  who  would  take  the  places.  I 
know  of  some  counties  in  which  there  have  never  been  any  applications  for  the  appoint- 
ment of  county  superintendent ;  men  have  been  recommended,  and  have  bad  the  ap- 
pointment tendered  to  them,  but  have  declined.  In  such  cases  as  that  it  is  probable 
that  unless  tbe  appointment  were  given  to  somebody  not  residing  in  tbe  county  they 
would  not  soon  get  a  superintendent,  unlesai  the  law  should  be  changed  so  as  to  re- 
quire county  superintendents  to  be  elected,  which,  I  think,  ought  to  be  done.  I  have 
advocated  that  all  tbe  time ;  and  I  have  been  all  tbe  time  in  favor  of  as  eaily  an  elec- 
tion as  practicable  for  all  county  officers,  including  these  superintendents  of  schools 
because  I  have  thought  all  the  time,  ana  believe  it  now  as  firmly  as  I  do  in  my  exist- 
ence, that  a  fair,  impartial,  orderly,  and  lawful  election  would  tend  to  produce  quiet- 
nde. 

Question.  And  satisfaction  with  tbe  officers  elected  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  You  do  not  think  it  unreasonable  that  the  people  of  a  county  or  State 
should  object  to  perfect  strangers  coming  in  among  them,  having  no  interest  in  the 
community  at  all,  and  exercising  tbe  bi<^best  functions  of  the  State  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  do  not  think  that  it  is  unreasonable ;  but  I  do  think  it  is  nnrea- 
tenable  that  they  sbouhl  make  their  objections  in  the  manner  in  which  they  have 
sometimes  made  them,  by  violence.      ^ 

Question.  Have  not  tbe  officers  been  violently  thrust  upon  them  f 

Answer.  Nobody  has  been  violently  tfamst  upon  them.  Tbe  proceeding  has  been  to 
quietly  give  an  appointment,  and  tell  tbe  officer  to  go  and  attend  to  his  dntiea.  I 
think  that  a  different  course,  that  is,  allowing  the  people  of  the  county  to  elect  the 
men  who  are  to  serve  them,  would  have  a  beneficial  effect.  I  think  that  the  appointr 
ment  of  strangers  to  hold  offices  has  been  one  of  tbe  causes  of  discontent,  and  has  been 
made  the  pretext  by  wicked  and  designing  men  for  violence,  when  perhaps  a  moderate 
and  lawful  course  might  have  been  far  more  successful  in  effecting  their  purpose. 

Question.  You  think  it  i^  a  good  thing  to  let  the  peopleof 'a  State  or  county  have 
their  way  about  their  own  officers  f 
Answer.  By  all  means. 

Question,  You  think  that  forcing  outsiders  upon  them  as  officers  is  objectionable  T 
Answer.  It  is  objectionable;   but  it  was  absolutely  necessary  in  the  coi«dition  of 
things  in  which  we  have  been  placed  there.    Otherwise  it  would  sometimes  be  impossi- 
ble to  have  officers,  because  no  resident  of  the  county  would  do  his  duty,  would  give 
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the  colored  man  a  fair  chance.  The  influential  and  po^rerfnl  people  in  the  county 
would  have  an  advantage;  the  treatment  of  the  negi'o  would  be  oppreBsivo,  as  would 
that  of  the  republicans  or  "radicals,"  who  have  been  all  the  time  extremely  obnoxious 
though  they  are  not  so  much  so  now  as  formerly. 

QueaHou.  You  think  it  was  necessary  then  to  ^o  outside  of  the  counties  to  get  some 
"  carpet-baggers"  to  do  justice  among  the  people  f 

AturwtT,  Soxuetimes  it  was — not  necessarily  "  carpet-baggers,''  but  suitable  men  of 
some  sort. 

Qu&iHon,  Do  you  mean  to  say  that  whole  counties  of  people  have  been  utterly  indis- 
posed to  do  what  was  righti 

Anawer.  Yes,  sir :  or  incompetent,  or  that  suitable  men  for  the  nositions  were  dis- 
franchised, or  would  not  accept  them ;  or  if  they  were  competent  and  willing  to  .accept 
the  positions,  the  appointing  power  sometimes  had  not  confidence  in  them — honestly 
had  not  confidence  in  them,  and  it  was  necessary  to  send  somebody  else.  I  have  some- 
times had  men  rejected  that  I  wanted  appointed — men  who  were  residents  of  the 
county.  They  were  rejected  by  the  military  commander,  or  by  the  governor.  Some- 
times I  have  been  consulted,  and  my  counsel  and  advice  have  prevailed.  But  it  is  a 
vast  job  to  undertake  to  officer  a  State. 

Quesiion.  Against  its  wishes  t 

Jfunrer.  Yes,  or  to  officer  a  Stat<e  at  all. 

Question,  Against  the  wishes  of  the  people  f 

Anmvcr.  Whether  against  the  wishes. of  the  people,  or  in  accordance  "^ith  their 
wishes.  There  is  no  way  of  attaining  knowledge  of  what  the  wishes  of  the  people  are 
except  by  an  election.  After  our  governor  was  elected  it  was  his  duty  under  the  con- 
stitution to  appoint  these  various  officers  for  the  counties  of  the  State.  He  had  to  sit 
at  Jackson,  and  was  dependent  for  information  upon  men  who  would  come  there  to 
talk  to  him. 

Question,  That  was  a  defeat  in  fact  of  local  Belf-(^ovemment  f 

Anstcer.  It  was  not  a  defeat ;  it  was  a  suspension  of  local  self-government.  That 
suspension  had  occurred  before,  because  the  very  men  who  complained  had  themselves 
broken  up  tlie  government,  and  there  was  at  that  time  no  government  at  all  in  the 
State.  As  Mr.  Johnson  said  in  his  proclamation  in  respect  to  Mississippi,  North  Carolina 
and  other  States,  the  war  had  destroyed  the  government. 

Question.  And  it  was  necessary  to  go  on  destroying  it  f 

Ansiter.  No,  sir ;  this  was  the  reconstruction  of  it.  It  is  always  more  difficult  to  re- 
build a  ruin  than  to  make  a  ruin.  These  men  had  made  the  ruin,  and  we  had  to  rebuild 
the  edifice  out  of  such  scattered  fragments  as  we  could  get.  I  know  that  many  of  the 
men  who  have  been  concerned  in  this  matter  in  Mississippi  have  been  actuated  by  the 
highest  possible  motives. 

Question,  Not  all  I  suppose  T 

Answer,  Not  all,  of  course.  Governor  Alcorn  I  believe  is  earnestly  devoted  to  the 
interests  and  the  honor  of  the  State,  and  of  all  its  people.  Of  course,  he  occasionally 
makes  mistakes  and  blundera. 

Question,  You  said  that  efforts  were  made  use  of  by  the  land-owners  of  your  State  to 
control  the  votes  of  the  people  who  lived  on  their  laud  ? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  not  by  all  of  them ;  I  do  not  mean  to  say  by  all  of  them. 

Qttestion,  I  did  not  understand  you  as  so  saying ;  but  you  said  that  such  efforts  were 
made. 

Answer,  Made  by  some. 

Question,  Have  you  ever  lived  in  the  North  f 

Answer.  Never. 

Question.  Have  you  ever  visited  the  North  f 

Answer,  I  was  twenty-six  years  of  age  and  had  a  wife  and  one  child  before  my  feet 
ever  stepped  on  free  soil ;  and  then  I  only  went  for  a  very  short  distance  into  the 
North;  I  went  to  Indiana  and  Ohio,  and  back  again. 

Question.  Do  yon  not  know  it  to  be  a  fact  that  very  many  persons  at  the  North 
attempt  to  control  those  who  reside  on  their  property  or  who  are  employed  by  them  t 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  it. 

Quettion,  Do  you  not  believe  it  t 

Answer,  1  think  it  very  probable. 

Question,  Do  you  not  know  that  a  man  has  a  right  to  employ  whom  he  pleases  on 
his  land  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  he  has  a  right  to  employ  whom  he  pleases,  but  he  has  no  right  to 
employ  a  man  on  the  condition  that  he  shall  vote  a  certain  way. 

Quesdon,  Has  not  a  man  a  riglit  to  employ  whom  he  pleases  f 

Answer.  Unquestionably ;  but  under  our  law,  if  a  man  employs  another  because  he 
has  voted  a  certain  way,  or  refuses  to  employ  him  because  he  did  not  vote  that  way, 
or  discharges  him  from  employment  because  he  has  voted  a  certain  way,  or  denies  him 
employment  because  of  his  voting  a  particular  way,  that  is  a  crime. 

Question,  Under  the  laws  of  Mississippi  f 
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Anstcer,  Under  the  old  lawB  of  Mississippi,  passed  long  before  the  war,  and  which 
have  been  in  force  continuonsly.  That  law  is  in  force  now,  and  was  in  force  when 
these  things  were  done. 

Question,  Wa«  it  enforced  f 

Anmcer.  1  mean  to  say  that  the  law  was  on  the  statute  book,  not  executed.  It  was 
in  existence  and  onglit  to  have  been  enforced. 

Question,  Do  yon  know,  of  yonr  own  knowledge,  of  any  person  having  been  dis- 
charged for  any  vote  which  he  gavef 

Jnsic€r.    Yes,  sir :  O,  yes. 

Question.  By  whom  f  • 

Answer.  By  many  persons. 

Qttestion.  Mention  an  instance. 

Anstcer,  The  Grand  Gulf  and  Port  Gibson  Railroad,  for  one. 

Question.  That  wan  a  corporation  f 

Anstcer.  Yes,  sir;  that  was  a  corporation;  bnt  not  exceeding  six  or  eight  persona 
constituted  the  corporation,  I  think.  I  could  probably  count  them  on  the  fingers  of 
one  hand.  I  know  the  gentlemen  composing  it.  Perhaps  my  knowledge  of  the 
circumstance  would  not  be  such  as  would  be  competent  evidence  in  a  court  of  justice. 

Question.  Yon  have  precisely  the  same  knowledge,  I  have  no  doubt,  in  reference  to 
almost  all  the  railroad  corporations  of  the  country  f 

Answer.  No.  I  will  tell  you  what  knowledge  1  have  in  this  case.  The  hands  came 
straight  from  the  def>ot  to  me,  and  asked  me  what  they  should  do  to  keep  from  being 
discharged ;  and  I  told  them  to  vote  the  republican  ticket,  not  to  vote.the  democratic 
ticket.  Some  of  them  did  vot«  the  democratic  ticket,  because,  as  they  told  me  after- 
ward, if  they  had  not  done  it  they  would  have  been  discharged ;  and  they  were 
rptaine<l.  Others  who  did  vote  the  republican  ticket  were  immediately  dischazy^ 
Then  I  will  tell  you  another  instance.  I  do  not  care  about  giving  names,  nnlem  you 
insist  upon  it.  I  know  a  very  resi)ectablo  gentleman  in  my  county,  a  man  of  large 
wealth,  fine  intelligence,  and  good  character,  in  every  way  a  good  man,  but  a  very 
violent  democrat,  who  came  to  me  with  an  old  negro  man,  who  he  said  lived  on  hi4 
Iilace,  and  he  said  he  wauted  me  to  tell  this  color^  man  that  what  he  had  told  him 
was  the  truth.  He  had  ti)ld  him  that  if  he  voted  the  democratic  ticket,  neither  the 
Union  League,  nor  the  republican  party,  nor  General  Grant,  could  interfere  with  him 
or  punish  him  for  so  doing.  He  said  the  negro  was  afraid  that  if  he  voted  the 
democratic  ticket  he  would  be  violating  some  law  of  the  Union,  or  disobeying  some 
power  which  had  Jnriwliction  over  him.  He  said,  '^  I  want  you  to  tell  this  man  that 
he  has  a  right  to  vote  the  democratic  ticket,  for  I  don't  intend  that  any  damne<l 
radical  nigger  shall  live  on  my  place.  This  old  man  lives  there,  and  I  am  willing  that 
he  shall  stay  there ;  but  Pll  be  damned  if  he  shall  stay  there  if  he  votes  the  radic^U 
ticket."  Said  I  to  the  negro,  "  Uncle,  you  have  a  perfect  right  to  vote  the  democratic 
ticket.  Vote  the  democratic  ticket  if  yon  want  to,  and  no  harm  will  come  to  yon, 
except  that  you  will  help  in  that  way  to  bring  about  bad  government  and  bad  laws, 
as  I  think.  I  may  be  mistaken  in  that,  but  it  is  my  candid  belief  that  yonr  action 
will  t«nd  to  produce  bad  government  if  you  vote  the  democratic  ticket.  But  on  the 
other  hand,  you  have  the  right  also  to  vote  the  republican  ticket ;  this  gentleman  has 
no  right  to  turn  you  oflf  his  place  for  voting  that  ticket.  Vot-e  whatever  ticket  you 
please;  and  if,  because  you  vote  some  other  way  than  he  wants  you  to  vote,  he  under- 
takes to  punish  you  by  discharging  you,  he  is  liable  to  be  sent  to  the  penitentiary ; 
and  I  will  take  particular  pains  to  see  that  he  is  sent  there,  if  it  be  in  my  power."  I 
took  out  two  tickets,  and  held  one  in  each  hand  and  said,  holding  up  one  hand, 
"  Here  is  the  democratic  ticket,  and  you  have  a  right  to  vote  that  if  you  want  to." 
Then,  holding  up  the  other  hand,  I  said,  **  Here  is  the  republican  ticket,  and  you  have 
a  right  to  vote  that.  Whichever  ticket  you  vote,  you  shall  not  be  hurt  or  molest4Ml.** 
Said  he,  "  I  want  to  vote  the  republican  ticket."  He  reached  forward  and  took  the 
republican  ticket,  and  went  right  before  his  master  and  put  that  ticket  in  the  box. 

By  Mr.  Pool: 
Question.  He  did  that  ri^ht  in  the  presence  of  this  gentleman  who  was  his  employer  f 
Anstcer.  Yes,  sir  ;  right  in  his  presence.    The  employer  was  a  good  man ;  he  did  not 
know  that  his  threats  were  in  violation  of  law. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question,  It  is  very  Ouvious  the  negro  had  lieen  told  by  republicans  that  he  would 
be  punished  if  he  did  not  vote  the  republican  ticket. 

Answer.  That  might  be ;  but  I  do  not  think  he  was,  because  in  my  county,  Claibome, 
I  told  such  people  nearly  all  that  they  knew  about  voting ;  and  I  never  told  them 
any  sntrh  thing  as  that.  I  never  told  them  anything  else  than  the  truth,  eo  far  aa  I 
knew  it.  • 

Question.  Other  persons  might,  have  told  them  f 

Answer.  No.  sir ;  there  was  hardly  any  other  person  who  would  tell  them. 
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Qttesfion.  How  did  this  negro  get  the  idea,  then,  that  he  was  compelled  to  vote  the 
xepnhlican  ticket  f 

Answer,  The  idea  might  have  arisen  from  ignorance,  and  fnim  a  serious  belief  that 
that  was  his  duty,  or  he  might  have  been  told  by  somebody.  I  know  that  republicans, 
strange  as  it  may  seem,  do  sometimes  miss  the  truth  a  little. 

By  the  Chairman,  (Mr.  Poland:) 

Questwn.  1  wish  to  a«k  a  question  or  two  in  regard  to  the  appointment  of  your  county 
officers.  The  constitution  of  your  State  provided  that  the  first  officers  of  the  counties 
should  be  appointed  by  the  governor  t 

Jirnrer.  YeSf  sir,  and  that  they  should  hold  their  offices  until  an  election  should  be 
provided  for  by  the  legislature. 

Question,  It  was  only  a  temporary  provision  f 

Anmcer,  Entirely  temporary. 

(/uestian.  And  that  was  assented  to  by  the  people  in  the  adoption  of  the  consti- 
tution ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  by  a  migority  of  nearly  40,000. 

Question,  And  such  a  provision  was  necessary,  in  order  to  set  your  State  machinery 
going  f 

Answer.  Certainly;  it  was  indispensable. 

Question,  And  the  constitution  authorized  the  legislature  to  pass  laws  making  pro- 
vision for  the  election  of  officers  by  the  people  f 

Anstcer,  Yes,iSir;  these  officers  who  were  thus  appointed  by  the  governor  were  only 
to  hold  their  offices  until  an  election  should  be  provided  for  by  the  legislature.  The 
legislature  has  now  provided  for  an  election  to  take  place  next  November. 

Question.  The  provision  of  the  constitution  was  upon  its  face  a  merely  temporary  pro- 
vision t 

Answer,  Tes,  sir,  merely  temporary;  it  has  been  decided  by  the  supreme  court  that 
it  was  a  provisional  or  temporary  enactment. 

Qtiestion,  And  it  was  necessary,  because  yoqL  had  no  mode  of  electing  these  officers 
until  the  legislature  should  make  some  provision  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Beck; 

Question,  What  offices  did  you  say  you  had  held  in  Mississippi  T 

Answer,  The  question  put  to  me  was,  what  offices  I  had  held  before  the  war,  I  held 
the  office  of  justice  of  the  peace  under  the  State  government,  and  postmaster  at  Port 
Gibson  under  the  Federal  Government. 

Question,  During  the  war  where  were  you  f 

Anstcer.  I  was  at  home.  I  tilled  at  that  time  the  office  of  Judge  of  the  probate  court, 
having  been  elect>ed  after  the  war  commenced. 

QuesUon,  Elected  on  the  confederate  side? 

Awstser.  Yes,  sir ;  I  was  a  confederate. 

Question,  Then  you  were  yourself  under  disabilities  f 

Answer.  O,  yes,  sir. 

Question.  When  did  you  become  a  republican  f 

Answer.  About  the  time  the  reconstruction  laws  were  passed,  in  1867. 

Question.  You  stuck  to  the  democrats  till  then  f 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  cannot  say  that  I  ever  stuck  to  the  democrats  at  all ;  I  was  of  the 
other  way  of  thinking.  I  was  a  whig  until  know-nothingism  arose ;  and  then,  being  a 
Catholic,  I  could  not  go  against  Catholicism. 

Question.  When  did  you  get  your  disabilities  removed  f 

Answer.  My  disabilities  were  removed  in  1868  or  18(^.  My  name  was  in  the  first  bill 
tiiat  was  passed. 

Question.  Did  you  take  any  part  in  trying  to  get  the  first  constitution  of  Mississippi 
passed  through  Congress  f 

Answer.  No,  sir,  none  at  all ;  I  was  opposed  to  that. 

Question.  You  believed  that  General  Gillem  made  a  truthful  report  of  the  facts  in 
relation  to  that  f 

Answer.  I  cannot  say  that  I  did  believe  his  report  was  entirely  accurate ;  but  whether 
it  was  or  not,  I  was  opposed  to  having  that  constitution  fastened  upon  the  State  by 
an  act  of  Congress. 

Question.  General  Gillem,  I  believe,  was  removed  because  he  reported  against  that 
constitution  f 

Answer.  I  do  not  know,  sir. 

Question.  And  General  Ames  was  put  in  his  place  f 

Answer.  General  Ames  was  put  in  his  place. 
*   Question.  General  Ames,  of  course,  was  a  genuine  republican ;  Gillem  was  considered 
a  Mttle  "fishy,"  was  he  not  f 

Anstcer.  I  never  heard  of  General  Gillem  saying  that  he  belonged  to  either  party. 
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QuesUon,  Was  be  not  dismissed  because  be  bebaved  like  a  gentleiiuin  f 

Autwer.  I  do  not  know  wbat  he  was  dismissed  for. 

Que9tion.  You  got  a  man  at  last  wbo  mled  yoa  according  to  strict  rppnblican  prin- 
ciples f 

Ansvcer.  Well,  we  got  General  Ames,  and  be  gave  ns  a  better  cbance,  I  tbink,  than 
General  GiUem  did. 

Question   He  gave  the  republicans  a  better  chance  f 

Anwcer.  I  think  so. 

QuaHon,  What  yon  call  a  ''  better  chance  "  was  that  be  enforced  all  tbeproTisions  for 
the  exclusion  of  white  men  more  rigorously  than  bad  been  done  7 

Anmter,  'So,  sir;  be  did  not  do  that. 

Question.  He  managed  to  elect  himself  to  the  Senate  f 

Atutcer.  No,  sir ;  the  legislature  elected  him. 

Question.  He  signed  bis  own  certificate,  and  he  put  himself  in  a  x>osition  to  be  elected  T 

Ansicer.  Candidates  generally  put  themselves  in  a  position  to  be  elect-ed. 

Question.  Do  you  say  that  it  is  a  crime  in  the  State  of  Mississippi  to  refuse  to  employ 
a  man  because  of  bis  politics  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  State  again  what  you  said  on  that  subject. 

Anstper.  I  said  that  the  law  provided  tbat  if  any  person  should  attempt  to  control  or 
influence  the  vote  of  another  by  bribery,  by  paying  bim  anything,  or  by  withdrawing 
custom  or  employment,  or  by  any  pecuniary  inducement,  (that  is  the  substance  of  the 
law ;  I  do  not  undertake  to  give  its  precise  lang^nace,  for  I  have  not  e:(amined  it  for  a 
year  or  two,)  such  person  subjected  biraself  to  disfranchisement,  and  also  fine  and 
imprisonment. 

Question.  You  say  that  the  law  of  Mississippi  punishes  the  witbdrawal  of  employ- 
ment in  such  a  case  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  something  to  that  effect.  I  would  prefer  to  refer  to  a  copy  of  the 
code. 

Question.  You  are  willing  that  the  section  of  the  code  bearing  on  this  subject  shall 
be  incorporated  in  yonr  testimony  to  show  wbat  is  the  law  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  My  idea  is  that  there  never  was  any  law  in  any  State  that  punished  a  man 
for  refusing  to  employ  another  who  voted  a  certain  way,  or  for  discharging  a  man  wbo 
voted  a  particular  way. 

Answer.  Because  of  his  vote. 

Question.  Do  you  not  think  that  President  Grant,  if  he  were  held  accountable  noder 
a  law  of  that  sort,  would  be  in  the  penitentiary  till  doomsday  f  / 

Anstcer.  I  do  not  know,  sir. 

Question.  Do  yon  think  there  is  a  radical  Senator  or  member  of  Congress  who  has 
not  aided  in  turning  men  out  of  office  because  they  were  democrats,  and  putting  men 
into  office  because  they  were  republicans  f  And  has  it  not  been  done  on  that  very 
ground  f 

Answer.  No  doubt  that  is  done.  A  similar  policy  has  been  pursned  by  all  parties. 
So  far  as  I  know,  it  has  always  been  customary  to  give  official  positions  in  Washington 
to  those  supporting  the  party  in  power. 

Question.  And  to  turn  out  those  who  opjKise  itf 

Anstrer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Do  you  not  know  that  tbe  dangbters  of  Chief  Justice  Taney,  altbon^ 
almost  starving,  were  turned  out  of  office  by  General  Grant  because  they  were  demo- 
cratic in  their  ]K)litical  views,  or  because  their  father  had  been  a  democrat  f 

Anstcer.  I  do  not  know  it. 

Question.  Have  you  not  seen  it  in  tbe  newspapers  t 

Answer.  I  believe  I  have  seen  something  of^the  kind. 

Tbe  Chaikman,  (Mr.  Poland.)  He  did  not  do  it  in  Mississippi. 

Mr.  Beck.  And  there  is  no  such  law  in  Mississippi. 

WITXES8.  I  never  said  that  it  was  made  an  offense  to  refuse  to  employ ;  I  said  that 
it  was  an  offense  to  dischai]|^e  a  person  from  employment,  or  to  give  him  employment 
or  patronage,  because  of  his  vote,  and  for  the  purpose  of  influencing  or  oontrolluig  his 
vote. 

By  Mr.  Beck  : 

Question.  When  you  come  to  look  at  your  code  you  will  find  that  yon  are  utterly 
mistaken  about  the  law. 

Answer.  I  refer  to  the  law  as  found  under  the  head  of  *^  bribery/'  in  the  revised  eode 
of  Mississippi,  of  1857.  There  are  two  sections  which  I  desire  to  be  incorporated  as  a 
part  of  my  answer. 

[The  provisions  referred  to  by  the  witness  are  as  follows :] 

"Article  38.  If  any  man  shall  offer  or  give  a  reward  to  another,  for  tbe  purpose  of 
inducing  him  to  persuade,  or  by  any  other  means  not  amounting  to  briber^-,  to  proeoxe 
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any  person  to  vote  at  any  election,  for  or  against  any  person,  tlio  person  so  giving  or 
ulteriug,  ami  he  who  shall  receive  such  reward  shall,  upon  conviction  thereof,  be  im- 
prisoned in  the  common  jail  for  not  more  than  one  year,  or  lined  not  more  than  tivo 
Iiundi-ed  dollars,  or  both,  at  the  discretion  of  the  court. 

'•Articlk  :ii).  Whoever  shall  procure  or  endeavor  to  procure  the  vote  of  any  elec- 
tor, or  the  influence  of  any  pei-swrn  over  other  electors,  at  any  election  for  himself  or 
any  other  caudi(hite,  by  means  of  violence,  threats  of  violence,  or  threat  of  withdraw- 
ing custom  or  dealing  in  business  or  trade,  or  of  enlorcing  the  payment  of  a  debt,  or  of 
bringing  a  suit  or  criminal  prosecution,  or  by  any  other  threat  or  injury  to  be  inflicted 
by  him  or  by  his  means,  shall,  upon  conviction,  be  forever  disqualitied  to  hold  any 
otUceor  place  of  trust,  honor,  or  protit,  uuder  the  laws  or  constitution  of  this  State,  ex- 
cluded from  sutfnige,  and  be  punished  by  imprisonment  in  the  penitentiary  for  a  term 
not  exceeding  two  yeni*s,  or  in  a  county  jail  not  more  than  one  year,  or  by  tine  not 
exceeding  one  thousand  dollars,  or  by  both  such  fine  and  imprisonment.*' 

Question,  Did  not  Governor  Alcorn  himself  remove  all  men  who  were  opposed  to  him 
politically,  and  till  their  places  with  men  who  were  his  political  friends  f 

Answer,  1  think  he  intended  to  do  so. 

Question,  Has  ho  not  done  it  to  the  best  of  his  ability  f 

Answer,  I  presume  he  has. 

Question,  Is  that  no  violation  of  law  7 

Answer,  No,  sir. 

Question,  Is  not  that  removing  a  man  from  office  because  of  his  vote,  and  giving 
another  employment  because  of  his  vote? 

Answer,  No,  sir.  It  is  not  employing  a  man  in  the  proper  sense  of  the  term  employ- 
ment. It  is  Qf^viug  him  an  appointment  with  reference  to  his  principles  of  government, 
which  are  l)eTieved  by  the  appointing  power  to  be  for  the  benetit  of  the  commonwealth. 
The  object  is  not  to  influence  his  vote  by  giving  him  patronage  or  money.  It  is  to  bring 
into  the  government  for  its  administration  men  of  such  views  as  are  supposed  by  the 
appointing  power  to  be  in  accordance  with  the  best  interests  of  the  government.  But 
even  in  such  a  case,  if  the  promise  were  made  in  advance,  it  would  be  corrupting  the 
voter. 

Question.  Arc  not  these  appointments,  in  many  instances,  to  do  merely  clerical  labor  f 

Answer,  1  do  not  know  about  that ;  I  presume  so. 

[The  Chairman  (Mr.  Pol.\nd)  read  article  39,  chapter  63,  of  the  code  of  Mississippi 
with  reference  to  bribery,  one  of  the  articles  already  incorporated  in  the  testimony.] 

Witness.  That  is  one  of  the  sections  to  which  I  have  relerred ;  and  there  is  another 
in  the  same  chapter. 

By  Mr.  Beck  : 

Question,  Is  there  anything  in  that  provision  which  prevents  a  man  from  discharg 
ing  another  from  his  employ  l)ecause  of  his  vote  f 

Answer,  No ;  not  unless  he  does  it  to  control  his  vote. 

Question.  But  after  a  man  has  voted  cannot  his  employer  discharge  him  whenever  he 
please*)  f 

Answer.  I  suppose  he  can. 

Question,  And  there  is  nothing  in  the  law  of  Mississippi  to  prevent  it  1 

Answer.  Not  that  I  know  of,  unless  it  is  in  the  other  section  to  which  I  have  referred. 

Question,  Can  I  not,  after  the  election  is  over,  discharge  from  my  employment  any 
man  that  I  see  tit  to  discharge,  and  employ  any  man  whom  I  see  fit  to  employ,  for  any 
reason  that  I  deem  proper  f 

Answer,  You  can,  unless  you  undertake  to  control  his  vote  by  pecuniary  considera- 
tions. 

Question,  In  advance? 

Answer.  In  advance. 

Question.  But  after  the  election  is  over  I  am  free  in  Mississippi  or  elsewhere  to  dis- 
charge a  man  for  any  cause  that  I  deem  sufficient? 

Answer,  Or  without  any  cause,  unless  it  is  in  violation  of  your  contract,  or  unless  it 
is  done  to  influence  and  control  the  voter  in  the  election. 

Question,  You  have  spoken  in  terms  of  a  ^ood  deal  of  disparagement  of  the  conduct 
of  the  press  in  their  comments  iipon  the  action  of  yonr  judges. 

Answ-er,  Not  of  the  press  at  large,  but  of  some  of  the  newspapers. 

Question,  Portions  of  the  press  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Have  they  not  the  right  to  speak  in  any  way  they  deem  proper,  of  anybody 
that  they  choose,  subject  to  their  liability  to  suits  for  libel  t 

Answer.  I  snppose  so. 

Quest'uM.  Why  4o  you  speak,  then,  of  what  the  newspapers  have  done  as  being  in 
violfektion  of  law  t 

Answer.  I  did  not  speak  of  it  as  being  in  violation  of  law ;  I  merely  stated  their 
course. 

'  2iM  r-        T 
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Question,  You  do  not  pretend  to  intimate  that  gentlemen  of  the  press  have  not  the 
rit;ht,bulvject  to  their  responsibilities,  to  comment  on  anybody,  whether  he  is  in  official 
pcsition  or  not  ? 

Aimar.  I  do  not  think  it  is  very  decent  or  protluctive  of  good  for  men  to  charge  that 
a  decision  which  does  not  meet  their  views  was  made  solely  for  corrupt. partisan  pnr- 
l)osc8.  and  that,  too,  in  the  utter  absence  of  all  proof. 

QueMion.  Do  you  believe  that  the  old  sedition  law  ought  to  be  revived  in  Mississippi  ? 

Juificer,  No,  sir. 

(JU€fftion.  You  would  opposti  tbat  ? 

Amtcer.  I  woukl  oppose  it. 

(Juenthn.  You  think  no  man  is  too  high  to  bo  above  comment  t 

Atmcer.  The  press  has  the  right  to  criticise  the  action  of  all  public  oflScers;  but 
when  an  ignorant  political  demagogue  hap])ens  to  have  control  of  a  \Hm  or  a  pres^  aud 
without  knowing  anything  about  law,  or  about  the  facts  of  the  case  in  question,  uutkr- 
take«  to  throw  contempt  upon  a  court  because  it  has  made  a  certain  decision,  aud  to 
iusinuate  that  the  decision  was  corrupt,  accompanying  the  charge  with  no  proof  what- 
ever, I  think  such  things  may  sometimes  be  pnuluctive  of  mischief  among  the  peopk-: 
the  tendency  might  be  bad.  That  is  done  sometimes.  I  do  not  mean  to  characteri?** 
any  particular  person  as  a  demagogue,  but  there  are  sometimes  political  demagogutri 

QuefftioH.  They  are  not  confined  to  any  one  party  either  ? 

Answer.  I  think  not. 

Question.  Is  it  not  the  fact  that  all  the  machinery  of  your  State  is  in  republican 
hands  f 

Amwer.  No,  sir ;  it  is  not  the  fact.  The  juries  are  some  of  them  repuMican,  some  of 
them  partly  republican,  and  some  of  them  democratic  ;  but  they  are  always  selected 
without  reference  to  politics. 

QueHtioii.  Your  judges  are  all  republicans? 

Antnvcr.  Xo,  sir. 

Qnefition,  They  arc  all  appointed  by  Governor  Alcorn  t 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Quealion.  Your  sheriffs  are  all  appointed  by  Governor  Alcorn  f 

Amivtr,  Ye.H, sir;  temporarily. 

Question.  Your  county  clerks  are  appointed  by  Governor  Alcorn  t 

Answer.  Yes,  sir  ;  all  the  officere  of  the  State  have  been  appointed  by  the  governor, 
exce[)t  superiutemlents  aud  directors  of  schools  in  the  counties. 

Question.  The  api>ointees  of  Governor  Alcorn  have  the  selection  of  the  juries  f 

Anmrer.  Ytis,  sir. 

Question.  Aud  can  select  black  or  white  juries  T 

Ansu'tr.  No,  sir ;  they  h^ve  to  select  them  under  the  law  by  drawing  the  names  from 
a  box  ctuitaiTiiug  the  names  of  all  liable  to  jur^"  duty. 

Qnestion.  They  put  no  names  in  the  box  except  those  they  consider  discreet,  sobtT 
men  ? 

Answer.  O,  yes ;  they  put  in  the  name  of  every  citizen  within  certain  ages,  and  not 
exempt ;  aud  from  the  names  put  in  the  box  the  jury  is  drawn. 

Qufstiott.  Does  the  law  require  that  the  name  of  everj*  man  in  the  county  shall  be 
put  in  the  box  ? 

Answer.  Every  man  who  is  a  voter,  without  regard  to  his  education  or  his  ownershi]) 
of  property. 

Question.  Is  that  according  to  the  new  constitntion  of  Mississippi  f 

Answer.  It  is  the  new  law. 

Question.  Pa»s<Hl  by  a  republican  legislature? 

Answer.  Yes,  hir;  by  a  republican  legislature. 

Question.  With  all  this  machinery  in  the  hands  of  Governor  Alcorn  and  his  friends 
why  cannot  otfeuders  be  punished  in  the  State  courts  ? 

Answer.  1  do  not  say  they  cannot ;  I  think  it  probable  they  can ;  but  I  think  tbat  th<» 
object  is  more  likely  to  Ije  accomplished  through  the  agency  of  the  Federal  court*;  I 
think  there  would  probably  be  h»s  trickery  in  the  United  States  courts  to  prevent  piwe- 
cutions,  and  that  such  influences  would  beiuore  likely  to  succeed  in  the  iState  courts,  e«- 
IM'cially  in  the  same  region  of  country  where  the  crime  was  committed,  than  in  the  Yed- 
eral  courts.  There  arc  only  two  district  courts  in  the  State,  and  each  of  them  has  aUxit 
half  the  State  within  its  jurisdiction.  In  the  Federal  courts,  juries,  grand  and  petit,  an* 
obtained  from  the  whole  district ;  and  these  courts,  repres<*utin^  the  Federal  Government, 
have  a  sort  (»f  authority  which  the  State  court,  representing  the  local  government,  has  not. 
The  Slate  eourtn  are  held  for  each  county ;  aud  the  juries  must  be  stdected  from  that 
county.  It  is  only  in  the  interior  counties,  where  the  worst  state  of  feeling  prevaiU 
that  these  Ku-Khix  exist,  or  that  their  outrages  are  perj^etrated  ;  and,  therefore,  it  i«> 
more  dilhcult  to  organize  effective  machinery  for  trying  and  convicting  the  offender  in 
a  State  court  thau  in  a  Fe<leral  court. 

Question.  The  witnesses,  of  course,  are  the  same  persons,  no  matter  what  the  conrt 
may  be  ? 
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Anstcer,  Yes,  sir ;  but  in  two  cases  where  men  told  mc  they  hrul  been  a,**ajilte(l  and 
abased  by  th^e  secret  marauders,  tho  Avitn esses  were  willing  to  co  to  Oxford  or  Jack- 
son to  testify  in  the  United  States  court,  but  were  afraid  to  testi^-  in  tlie  locality  where 
the  outrage  liiul  occurred. 

Question.  Yon  do  not  consider  it  any  hardship  for  men  to  be  taken  from  the  county  of 
their  residence  to  a  connty  perhaps  tuie  hundred  and  fifty  miles  distant,  on  the  mere 
siiy-so  of  anybody  who  declares  himself  to  have  been  injured  t 

Answer.  I'do  consider  it  a  hardship,  but  sometimes  that  hardship  is  brought  upon 
iiien  by  their  own  misconduct. 

Question.  And  sometimes  the  clamor  against  them  is  false? 

Answer.  Sometimes,  ot  course,  it  may  be. 

Question.  I  suppose  negroes  can  tell  lies  as  well  as  white  men  t 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  a  negro  will  lie  sometimes. 

Question.  Even  republican  negroes  will  lie  sometimes  f 

Atiswer,  Sometimes. 
«    Question,  But  you  are  in  the  habit  of  believing  all  they  tell,  anyhow  T 

Answer.  No,  sir,  I  am  not ;  I  always  give  to  their  statements  the  same  consideration 
that  I  do  to  anybody  else's  stat<^ment;  taking  it  for  what  it  seems  to  be  worth. 

Question.  Is  it  not  pretty  generally  the  habit  of  all  your  republican  friends  to  think 
that  if  any  Ku-Klux  are  about,  white  men  will  swear  to  lies  for  themf 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  You  do  not  generally  assume  that  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  I  am  glad  yon  do  not. 

Ansicer.  I  believe  that  the  Ku-Klux  themselves — the  men  who  put  on  these  hoods  and 
masks  and  go  in  armed  gangs — are  some  of  them  truthful  men  who  would  not  swear 
to  lies ;  but  there  are  some,  I  have  no  donbt,  who  would.  I  believe  that  very  frequently 
young  men — ^boys  and  youth — are  deluded  into  this  thing  by  its  novelty  and  mystery 
and  secrecy ;  there  is  a  sort  of  a  charm  in  this  respect  to  young  men,  and  they  go  into 
it  frequently  without  realizing  the  extent  of  their  wrong-doing.  I  believe  that  for 
their  doing  so,  not  republicans,  but  the  opponents  of  republicans,  are  generally  respons- 
ible iu  Mississippi. 

Question.  Do  you  not  find  it  to  be  the  fact  that  almost  always,  if  not  invariably,  when 
men  claim  that  they  have  been  maltreated,  they  deny  that  they  have  themselves  been 
guilty  of  any  wrong  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  that  is  human  nature.  If  a  Ku-Kluxed  man  or  anybo<ly  else  has  a 
complaint  to  make,  it  is  very  natural  for  him  to  extenuate  his  own  side  of  the  case. 

Question.  Do  they  not  generally  tell  the  tale  that  they  think  will  most  enlist  the 
.svmpatbies  of  the  man  to  whom  they  are  telling  it,  and  excite  his  action  in  their 
behalff 

Answer.  I  have  no  doubt  it  is  so.  I  have  not  had  enough  experience  in  listening  to 
the  narrations  of  this  class  of  men  to  have  made  up  my  mind  as  to  any  general  rules 
peculiarly  applicable  to  them. 

Question.  Do  you  not  think  it  very  natural  and  probable  that  if  they  thouglit  they 
were  talking  to  leading  republicans  and  wanted  vengeance  on  anybody,  they  would 
say  that  it  was  on  account  of  their  loyalty  or  their  politics  that  they  had  been  mal- 
treated ? 

Answer.  That  might  be. 

Question.  Would  they  not  be  very  apt  to  do  it  ? 

AuHwer.  I  do  not  suppose  they  would  be  more  apt  to  do  it  than  men  generally  are 
when  reporting  their  grievances  .  Men  generally  try  to  forget  that  they  have  done 
anything  v/^rong,  or  suppress  the  fact  when  they  undertake  to  make  complaints  about 
mistreatment. 

Question.  You  have  stated,  I  believe,  that  in  your  opinion  the  white  men  of  Missis- 
sippi? particularly  those  who  are  now  democrats,  have  had  no  good  reason  to  complain 
of  the  reconstruction  measures  f 

Answer.  No,  sir,  I  do  not  think  anything  of  the  kind. 

Question.  I  am  glad  of  it. 

Answer.  I  said  expressly  that  they  have  reason  to  complain.  They  have  reason  to 
complain  of  disfranchisement ;  they  have  reason  to  complain  of  various  incidents  per- 
taining to  the  plan  of  reconstruction.  It  was  necessarily  a  hardship,  because  it  had  to 
fall  on  the  whole  State,  the  evil  and  the  good  together.  Some  of  the  class  you  refer 
to — the  democrats — are,  however,  in  my  judgment,  responsible  for  the  thing  having  to 
be  done. 

Question.  Do  you  think  that  any  respectable  number  of  democrats  in  Mississippi  be- 
lieve that  the  reconstruction  measures  of  Congress  were  adopted  in  good  faith,  for  the 
purpose  merely  of  punishing  the  leaders  of  tho  rebellion  and  bringing  the  State  back  as 
a  loyal  State  under  loyal  government  ? 

Answer.  Well,  I  presume  there  are  a  great  many  of  them  who  believe  that,  and  a 
great  many  who  do  not. 
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Question.  Is  it  not  the  general  opinion  of  yonr  people  that  the  system  of  reeonstrnr- 
licwi  by  Congress  was  brought  about  regardless  of  the  welfare  of  thc^tates  of  the 
South  ;  that  your  white  uieu  were  <Usfranchised  and  you  negroes  enfranchised  for  the 
very  jnirpose  of  sending  down  there  a  class  of  men  who  might  afterward  come  back  to 
Congress  and  A'ote  as  their  masters  in  Congn*s8  might  dictate? 

Jnnctr.  No,  sir;  that  is  not  the  opinion  of  the  people  of  Mississippi,  ;i8  a  i)eople.  Ir 
is  the  opinion  expressed  and  entertained  by  some;  but  a  m^ority  of  the  jwuple  of  the 
State  think  otherwise. 

QutHlion.  A  majority  of  the  white  men  of  the  State? 

Anmrtr.  No,  sir;  not  a  majority  of  the  white  men. 

Question,  Do  you  think  the  negroes  know  anything  about  it  beyond  what  you  said, 
that  they  like  to  vote  the  republican  ticket? 

Aiuticer.  Some  of  them  do  not. 

Question,  I  am  speaking  of  the  intelligent  jiortion  of  the  people — the  white  people, 
who  read  and  write. 

Answer.  The  intelligent  ]iortion  of  the  people  of  Mississippi  are  di\ided  in  their, 
opinion  on  that  subject,  I  believe. 

Question,  Is  it  not  natural  for  those  who  believe  the  reconstruction  policy  was 
adopted  as  a  matter  of  mere  vengeance  to  think  quite  hardly  of  those  iK)litical  leaders 
who  took  vengeance  in  that  way  i 

Jnsicer.  It  is  very  natural  for  those  who  so  Ixdieve  ;  but  I  think,  if  the  truth  were 
known,  there  are  not  so  many  who  believe  that  Avay  as  you  sui)po8e.  The  people  of 
Mississippi  are  pretty  intelligent  and  well-informed.  Tliey  know  that  in  the  law  of 
the  United  States  passed,  I  believe,  in  1790,  and  approved  by  President  Washiugtuu, 
the  first  Congress  after  the  adoption  of  the  Constitution  enacted  that  any  ]R*rsou  who 
should  be  guilty  of  treason  should  suffer  death ;  and  I  think  that  the  iutelligeut  |m>t- 
tion  of  the  people  of  Mississippi  think  that  in  making  the  war  against  the  Govern- 
ment, whether  their  motivo  was  good  or  bad,  they  did  ni  fact  do  that  \thich  amounted 
to  treason  ;  that  is  to  say,  they  levied  war  against  the  United  States;  and  if  they  know 
the  facts,  as  I  think  they  do,  they  believe  that  in  consequence  of  their  treascm  the  Gov- 
ernment of  the  Uiiitrd  States  might  have  done  far  worse  by  them  and  with  them  than 
even  giving  the  negroes  sufirage,  or  taking  that  right  away  from  the  leaders  of  the  re- 
bellion. The  Government  might  have  put  them  on  their  trial,  convicted  them,  aud 
punished  them  with  death  for  treason. 

Question,  Did  not  the  Government  have  a  chance  to  do  that  with  Mr.  Davis  ? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir;  but  it  forbore.  Let  me  say  that  I  was  not  a  loyal  man  during  the 
war;  I  do  not  profess  to  have  been;  my  sympathies  were  all  with  my  people;  I 
doubted  the  wisdom  or  necessity  of  secession,  but  was  devoted  to  my  people;  and  in 
speaking  now  of  the  peo])le  of  Mississippi  I  speak  of  myself  as  well  as  others.  As  to  thr 
case  of  Mr.  Davis,  I  think  he  was  treated  with  comparative  kindness.  I  do  not  kuoir 
of  any  case  in  history,  especially  in  English  history,  where  alter  such  a  rebellion  no 
man  sutifrtd  death  as  a  jM^nalty  for  treason. 

Question.  Do  you  not  think  it  would  have  bi?en  an  act  of  greater  mercy  to  have  huug 
fifteen  or  twenty  of  the  leadeis  and  let  all  the  rest  go,  than  to  have  persecuted  and  pluu- 
dered  the  whole  southern  people  for  five  years  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir.  I  did  not  want  anybo<ly  hanged  or  persecuted  or  plundered.  1 
wanted  the  people  of  the  Sonth  to  have  as  easy  a  p.ijssage  back  to  the  condition  which 
they  had  voluntarily  abandoned  as  they  couhl ;  I  wanted  the  Government  of  tbe 
United  States  to  deal  as  gently  with  us  as  it  would ;  but  whatever  it  was  disposed  to 
do  I  was  disposed  to  accept,  whether  I  thought  it  right  or  wrong. 

Question,  Did  you  ever  have  any  consultation  with  Governor  Alcorn  about  the  course 
which  h«?  took  in  supporting  the  reconstruction  measures  of  Congre^ss  f 

Answer,  I  went  for  those  measures  a  long  time  before  he  did,  and  I  did  not  have  a 
word  of  amversation  with  him  u{>on  the  subject. 

Question.  He  tried  l>eing  a  democrat  a  while  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir;  he  never  was  a  democrat  in  his  life;  he  was  one  of  the  bitte^e^t 
eneuiies  that  the  democracy,  as  a  party,  ever  had. 

Question.  Was  he  against  reconstruction? 

Answer,  Wfll,  he  did  not  at  the  start  believe  in  the  wisdom  of  reconstruction.  He 
wanted  that  cup  to  pass  from  ns.  And  s<i  did  I  until  the  measure  was  adopted  by  Con- 
gress. Then  I  considered  that  my  duty  under  my  oath  of  allegiance,  as  a  law-abiding 
man,  and  my  duty  to  my  x>e(n)le,  was  to  bring  about  peace  as  early  as  possible  and  to 
take  the  thing  as  it  stood.  1  felt  like  Daniel  Defoe's  game-cock  in  the  fable.  When 
he  was  among  the  horses  in  the  stable  and  there  was  no  way  for  hiui  to  get  out,  be 
looked  up  and  said  to  the  horsi.s,  ''Gentlemen,  l<;t  us  not  step  on  each  other^  toes."  I 
felt  that  way  in  regard  to  the  Government  of  the  Uniteil  States.  I  waute<l  the  State 
of  Mississippi,  and  the  South  gewjrally,  to  accejit  whatever  terms  the  Goveninient 
might  propos<'.  If  liberal,  well  and  good ;  if  illiberal,  the  odium  woulU  not  be  our*.  I 
kuew  that  we  ha<l  to  accept  those  terms,  whether  we  liked  them  or  not ;  and  I  thonght 
we  had  better  do  it  as  cheeriuUy  as  possible.    I  thought  that  if  we  had  accepted  the 
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fourteenth  amendmeDt  in  the  first  place,  it  wouhl  have  been  better  for  us ;  and  if  the 
|.«t»i>le of  the^tAte  and  the  legislature  in  1^(55,  1866,  and  lb(57  had  been  generous  and 
\vi<e  in  their  treatment  of  the  uegi'o,  the  civil-rights  bill  and  various  other  measures 
which  were  exceedingly  objectionable  to  us  would  not  have  been  passed.  But  I  thought 
that  their  conduct  toward  the  negro  was  such  as  to  render  it  necessary  for  the  United 
States,  having  this  elephant  on  its  hands,  to  see  that  it  should  not  die  of  starvation  or 
l^erish  from  persecution.    That  was  my  theory. 


Washington,  D.  C,  July  21, 1871. 

CORNELIUS  McBRIDE  sworn  and  examined. 
By  the  Chairman,  (Mr.  Poland  :) 

Qu&fiion.  Where  do  you  live  ? 

AMKtr.  I  live  in  Chickasaw  County,  Mississippi. 

Qnestum.  How  long  have  you  lived* there  f 

Ansicer,  Nearly  one  year. 

Question.  From  where  did  you  go  when  you  went  there  t 

Jii^irer.  From  Oktibbeha  County,  au  adjoining  county. 

Question.  How  long  had  you  been  in  that  county  f 

Angicer.  Nearly  one  year. 

Que$tion.  Where  did  you  reside  before  that  f 

Anmer,  In  Cincinnati,  Ohio. 

Question,  Are  you  a  native  of  OhioT 

AH9wer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Where  were  you  bom  T 

Answer.  I  was  born  in  Belfast,  in  the  north  of  Ireland. 

Question.  For  what  purpose  did  you  go  to  Mississippi  f 

JjMirer.  To  teach  school. 

Qvfstion,  Did  you  teach  school  in  Oktibbeha  County  1 

Anstcer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  You  taught  there  for  about  a  year  1 

Anstrer.  Y'es,  sir. 

Question.  What  sort  of  a  school  1 

AMsver.  A  colored  school. 

Question.  By  whom  were  yon  employed  ? 

Answer.  It  was  a  private  school ;  I  was  employed  by  the  patrons  of  the  school.  I 
tanght  a  public  school  in  Chickasaw  County. 

Question.  In  this  last  county,  where  you  have  been  for  about  a  year,  you  taught  a 
pohHc  school  f 

Ansver.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Was  that  a  colored  school  f 

Auswer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  While  you  were  in  Oktibbeha  County  teaching  a  private  school,  did  you 
have  any  difficulty  there ;  were  you  disturbed  in  any  way  f 

Jii*irer.  No,  sir ;  I  never  had  any  diflSculty  there.  The  portion  of  the  county  I  lived 
in  was  remarkably  quiet. 

Question.  Since  you  have  been  living  in  Chickasaw  County,  have  you  had  any  diffi- 
culty there  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  had  a  difficulty  in  Chickasaw  County. 

Question.  Will  you  go  on  and  state  how  things  went  on  in  that  county  from  the  time 
yon  went  there,  and  how  you  were  first  disturbe<l  f 

Answer.  1  went  there  about  eleven  mouths  ago,  and,  with  the  consent  of  the  white 
people  in  the  neighborhood  where  my  school  was  located,  I  opened  a  colored  school.  I 
Kot  on  very  well  with  the  people  there  for  six  or  seven  mouths,  and  wjis  very  well  treated 
W  my  neighbors.  I  was  selected  by  the  white  i)eople  in  the  neighborhood  to  take 
charge  of  their  Sunday  school.  During  the  week  I  taught  a  colored  school,  and  on 
Sundays  I  had  charge  of  a  school  for  the  whitt^  people  in  Cherokee  church. 

Qiiestion.  What  was  the  name  of  the  place  where  you  lived  in  Chickasaw  County  ? 

Ausirer.  Sparta. 

Question.  Was  it  in  the  town  that  you  kept  the  school  f 

Ansictr.  In  the  country,  three  miles  south  of  the  little  town. 

Question.  This  church  where  you  took  charge  of  the  Sunday  school,  was  that  in  the 
town! 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  it  waa  down  where  I  lived. 

(fuestion.  Go  right  on  and  tell  your  story  now — any  difficulty  that  you  had ;  how  it 
began,  and  all  the  particulars  about  it. 

Answer.  The  last  week  in  March  there  was  a  raid  made  over  several  counties  there. 
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I  had  several  waniiDgs,  in  the  shape  of  Heveral  school-houses  being  barDC.fI  there ;  hot 
inasmuch  a<»  I  was  on  good  tenus  with  the  people  in  the  neighbiirhood  wliere  I  Wm?> 
tcachiug,  I  did  not  »pi)rehend  anj'  difficulty.  There  was  a  school-hou.«»c  barued  d<»vvu 
not  far  otF  from  where  I  lived ;  Mr.  Bnrt  Moore  was  teaching  the  school  iheiv,  and  tbey 
threatened  his  life  if  lie  did  not  stop  teaching.  At  Houston  several  teiichcrs  of  oolorfl 
schools  were  attacked  ;  one  of  them  told  me  that  they  ordered  him  to  leave  in  tlire*.* 
days  or  they  wonld  take  his  life.  His  wife  was  About  to  be  couiined,  but  he  had  tu 
leave.  But  I  did  not  fear  any  difficulty  for  myself,  inasmuch  as  1  had  ojjened  the 
school  there  with  the  consent  of  the  white  people  in  the  ueighborhoo<l.  During  tbr 
last  week  in  March  some  of  my  srholara  told  me  they  had  heard  that  the  Ka-Klux 
were  out  after  me,  but  I  did  not  pay  any  attention  to  it.  I  boarded  with  Mr.  Thoma-* 
Johu<«on,  an  old  gentleman ;  he  was  then  in  Alabama,  and  I  was  alone  in  the  bighoov-, 
and  I  had  no  arms  in  the  house.  There  were  some  colored  p»M>ple  living  in  cabins  iii 
the  yard,  but  there  was  no  one  with  me  in  Mr.  Johnson's  house.  Between  12  and  1  o'clw  k 
on  Thursday  night,  in  the  last  week  of  March,  a  body  of  men  came  to  the  hon>>e,  bar^r 
in  the  doors  and  windows,  and  preseiitexl  their  rifles  at  me.  1  aske<l  them,  "  What  an- 
you  all  coming  here  this  time  of  night  for,  making  this  row  V^  The  leader  of  the  pany 
said,  "  You  Ood  damned  Yankee,  come  out  hrre."  Well,  I  realized  my  jmsitiou  at  oikj-: 
I  knew  it  was  a  matter  of  life  and  death ;  I  did  not  believe  those  men  came  thi-tr 
merely  to  whip  me  and  then  leave  me,  as  they  did  colored  men  ;  I  thought  they  meant 
to  kill  me,  and  I  made  np  my  mind  to  make  an  effort  to  escai)e.  There  were  two  dh-d 
standing  at  the  window  with  their  rifles  presented  at  me ;  I  leaped  out  of  the  window, 
right  between  those  two  men. 

Question.  Were  you  in  be<l  when  they  came  there  f 

Jiwicer.  Y'es,  sir ;  I  was  in  bed  when  they  came  ;  I  jumped  out  of  the  window  and 
ran  to  the  house  of  a  colored  man  in  the  yard,  where  there  was  a  double-barreled  gun. 
I  was  determined  to  get  that  if  I  could  and  defend  myself.  I  had  no  time  to  wait  for 
the  colored  woman  to  open  the  door,  but  I  just  burst  right  in.  While  I  was  mnnin;,' 
down  the  yard  they  fired  at  me  a  number  of  times,  crying  out,  "  God  damn  you,  fetMi», 
or  we  will  blow  your  God  damned  brains  out." 

Question.  Did  any  but  the  two  men  fire  who  were  at  the  window  where  von  jmnpt-J 
out? 

Antncer.  I  do  not  know;  I  exix^ct  that  the  whole  party  fired,  from  the  reports;  I  du 
not  know. 

By  Mr.  Beck  : 

Question.  Were  yon  hit  ? 
Answer.  No,  sir. 

By  the  Chairman,  (Mr.  Poland  :) 

Question.  Go  on  with  your  storj'. 

Answer.  While  I  was  in  the  cabin  trying  to  find  the  gun,  those  men  came  in  before  I 
could  find  it.  The*re  were  two  rooms  in  the  house  of  the  colored  man,  and  I  went  into 
one  of  them  and  tried  to  hide.  They  came  in  and  searched  for  me  and  got  me.  Thi| 
colored  people  prayed  to  them,  "  O,  don't  hurt  Mr.  Mac ;  forGod*s  sake,  let  him  alone." 
They  said,  **  Don't  make  that  noise ;  keep  quiet ;  we  will  not  hurt  you ;  hold  your 
tongues."  They  took  me  out  of  the  house  and  iutoss  the  yard  ;  I  asked  them  in  wbit 
way  I  had  injured  them  to  Justify  that  attack  on  me.  They  cnrsed  me,  told  me  to 
stop  talking,  struck  me  in  the  si<le  with  their  Iwwie-knives  that  had  their  scabbards 
on,  and  with  the  but-ends  of  their  pistols.  Tliey  took  me  scarcely  a  quarter  of  a  raile 
from  the  house,  to  a  field  near  the  road,  and  told  me  to  take  oft'  my  shirt,  which  I  rt- 
fuse<l  to  do.  Then  one  fellow  stnick  me  on  the  head  with  a  pistol,  cut  my  head, 
and  knocked  me  down,  and  then  pulled  oft'  my  shirt. 

Question.  You  had  nothing  on  but  your  shirt  then  T 

Answer.  No,  sir.  Two  of  them  then  held  me  down,  and  one  of  them  took  a  bundle  <»f 
black-gum  switches.  I  did  not  know  what  they  were  then,  but  one  of  the  colore*! 
people  told  me  the  next  day  that  they  had  picked  up  some  thirty,  and  that  they  were 
black-gum. 

Question.  Black-gum  switches  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  a  peculiar  kind  of  stick,  which  stings  and  raises  the  flesh  when  it 
hits.  One  of  them  took  the  bundle  of  switches  and  commenced  to  whip  me.  TLcy 
said  they  were  going  to  give  me  a  hundred  each.  I  do  not  know  how  many  men  there 
were ;  I  counted  only  five  around  me,  but  I  believe  there  were  more  than  a  dozen 
there.  They  agreed  to  give  me  a  hundrexl  lashes  each.  One  man  gave  me  a  hundred, 
and  then  handed  the  bundle  of  switches  to  another,  who  gave  me  about  seventy-tiv«'. 
He  said  he  had  given  me  s<*venty-five  when  I  escajHjd  from  them.  I  asked  tlicm  wliil*' 
they  were  whii)ping  me  what  I  had  done  to  merit  that  treatment.  They  said  I  wanted 
to  make  thes*,'  niggers  equal  with  the  white  men  ;  that  this  was  a  white  mau'j*  conutr>'. 
They  siiid,  *'  God  damn  you  !  Don't  you  know  this  is  a  white  man's  country  f  "  I  k»^''- 
**  The  white  i>eople  in  the  neighl)orhood  are  satisfied  with  my  conduct  and  the  raanoer  I 
have  been  conducting  the  school  here.  They  have  shown  it  by  selecting  me  to  take  char^^e 
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of  their  Sunday  school."  They  said,  "  Yes,  God  damn  yon,  that  is  the  worst  feature  in 
it,  having  a  nigger  teacher  to  teach  the  white  school  on  Sunday ! ''  I  was  lighting 
them  all  the  time  as  well  as  I  could — kicking  at  them  and  doing  what  I  could — tor  the 
torture  was  horrible.  I  thought  they  would  kill  me  any  way  when  they  got  through 
whipping  me,  and  I  begged  tliem  to  shoot  me.  One  of  them  came  up  to  me  with  his 
pistol  and  asked  me  if  I  wanted  to  be  shot.  I  said,  **  Yes ;  I  can't  stand  this."  The 
K-ader  of  the  party  said,  "  Shooting  is  too  good  for  this  fellow.  We  will  hang  him 
when  we  ^et  through  whipping  him."  I  saw  a  rope  hanging  from  a  limb  of  a  tree  by 
the  side  ol  the  road.  There  was  only  one  man  standing  between  me  and  the  fence  of 
the  plantation.  I  observed  that,  and  I  tried  to  gain  his  attention,  for  I  was  deter- 
u^ined  to  make  an  effort  to  escape.  They  threatened  to  hang  me,  or  to  tie  me.  I 
hardly  know  what  they  said.  I  thought  they  were  going  to  hang  me.  I  got  the  at- 
tention of  this  man  for  a  moment.  Uo  was  standing  between  me  and  the  fence,  and 
had  two  pistols.  I  a«ked  him  whether  they  would  let  me  off  if  I  would  promise  to 
le^ive  in  the  morning.  All  this  time  they  were  whipping  me,  but  I  managed  to  partly 
raise  myself.  I  Avas  half  way  up,  on  my  hand  and  knee ;  I  made  a  spring  and  made 
for  this  man,  and  struck  at  him  as  hard  as  I  could.  I  do  not  know  what  part  of  his 
body  I  struck.  I  know  he  disappeared ;  I  do  not  know  where  he  went.  The  way 
was  then  clear  to  the  fence,  and  I  leaped  the  fence.  As  I  did  so  they  swore  ten-ibiy 
and  fired  at  me,  and  the  shots  went  just  over  my  head,  scattering  the  leaves  all  around 
me.  As  I  went  across  the  field  they  kept  firing  at  me  and  followed  me  a  short  dis- 
tance. By  that  time  the  neighborhood  'vas  alarmed,  hearing  my  screams  and  the 
shooting.  I  went  back  to  the  house  to  get  the  fijun  I  was  after  in  the  first  place ;  but 
the  colored  people  had  hidden  it,  thinking  that  it  I  got  it  and  shot  at  them  they  would 
kiU  me,  but  that  without  it  they  would  let  me  oft"  with  a  whipping.  I  w»».nt  to  the 
house  of  a  neighbor  there,  Mr.  Walser,  and  remained  there  during  the  rest  of  the 
night.  Mr.  Walser  of  course  sympathized  with  me ;  he  was  ray  near  neighbor  and  my 
friend.  He  said,  '*  My  God !  Has  it  come  to  this  now,  that  no  man  is  safe,  when  you 
are  attacked  f  It  was  a  very  cold  night,  that  night  was — piercing  cold.  Before  I 
went  to  Mr.  Walser's  house  I  had  stayed  in  the  woods  for  probably  a  half  an  hour. 
ITio  blood  was  running  down  my  back,  and  my  sufiering  was  fearful.  Mr.  Walser 
was  afraid  if  I  stayed  at  his  house  they  might  come  there  ;  but  I  remained  there  that 
night.  The  next  day  I  taught  my  school  as  usual.  They  had  threatened  me  while 
they  were  whipping  me  that  if  I  held  the  examination  I  had  advertis€»d— they  spoke 
something  about  the  examination,  and  said  they  were  preparing  me  for  examination 
in  another  way.  Some  colored  people  brought  me  word  that  if  I  held  that  examina- 
tion the  Ku-Klux  would  come  again  and  kill  me  that  time  sure ;  but  I  held  my  exam- 
ination the  following  Monday  notwithstanding  the  threats.  I  went  there  with  a  gun 
over  my  shoulder,  and  several  people  came  there  and  brought  their  guns,  and  I  held 
the  examination.  That  night  several  white  men  and  some  colored  men  and  myself 
laid  out  in  the  woods  expecting  that  the  Ku-Klux  would  come. 

Question.  Did  you  see  anything  more  of  those  men  after  you  got  away  from  them,  as 
you  have  stated  f 

Answer.  I  did  not  see  any  more  of  them  in  the  shape  of  Ku-Klux. 

Qfuestion.  I  mean  that  night. 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  About  how  many  men  do  you  think  there  were  in  the  party  that  came  to 
your  house? 

Answer.  I  do  not  think  there  were  a  dozen,  quite;  I  have  reason  to  believe  there 
wer&  more  with  the  horses.  The  next  day  I  instituted  search,  and  found  tracks  of 
horses  enough  to  indicate  that  there  were  more  than  that  number  of  horses.  But  I  did 
not  count  a  dozen  men  around  me. 

Question.  Did  you  see  their  horses  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  but  I  found  the  place  the  next  day  where  they  had  hitched  their 
horses. 

Question.  Where  was  that  T 

Answer.  Around  the  edge  of  a  little  piece  of  woods  by  the  side  of  the  plantation. 

QuestUm.  How  near  to  the  house  where  you  then  lived  is  the  nearest  house  of  a  white 
manf 

Amwer.  A  quarter  of  a  mile. 

Question.  You  Avere  entirely  alone  in  that  house  when  they  camef 

Ansfwer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  You  say  there  were  some  colored  people  living  in  cabins  near  the  house  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  in  the  yard. 

Question.  How  were  those  men  disguised  ? 

Answer.  Well,  sir,  the  fact  is,  I  was  so  excited  I  could  not  take  particular  notice  of 
their  disguise.  Their  faces  were  blacked,  and  some  of  them  had  cloth  hanging  around 
the  sides  of  their  faces ;  they  had  on  red  pants,  I  believe,  with  a  large  belt  around  the 
waist,  with  bowie-knives  and  pistols. 

Question.  Did  they  have  on  anything  like  a  gown,  or  a  robe,  or  did  they  have  on  only 
ordinary  clothing  f 
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Answer,  I  think  it  was  orditiary  clothiog.  I  know  the  dress  I  have  seen  described  aa 
the  Kn-Klus  robe — a  wide,  flowing  robe ;  I  know  they  did  not  havo  such  robes  on. 

Question.  Did  they  wear  an  ordinarj'  Jiat  T 

Answer,  They  had  some  kind  of  a  uniform  hat ;  their  belts  were  all  the  same;  their 
bowie  knives  and  pistols  and  their  pants  were  all  the  same. 

Qiieslion,  Was  this  a  dark  night  f 

Ansxcer,  No,  sir :  it  was  a  moonlight  night. 

Question,  Were  their  faces  so  blackened  or  covered  that  you  could  not  recognize  them  ? 

Anmver,  Yes,  sir;  I  could  not  recognize  them.  Really,  the  men  who  I  believe  at- 
tacked me  I  was  not  very  well  acquainted  with.  I  had  seen  them  once  or  twice,  and 
had  heard  them  cnrne  me  for  teaching  a  colored  school,  but  I  did  not  know  them  welL 

Question,  Do  you  suppose  they  were  men  living  in  your  neighborhood  f 

Ansxcer,  About  four  miles  from  the  place  where  I  lived.  There  were  not  any  of  my 
neighbors  within  three  miles  who  knew  me  personally  who  would  have  taken  part  m 
such  a  thing  as  that. 

Qxieation.  i  on  had  been  there  teaching  school  for  about  seven  months  ? 

Anmeer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Aud,  so  far  as  yon  know,  your  teaching  that  school  was  approbated  by  all 
the  white  people  living  in  the  vicinity  t 

Anstcer.  Our  superintendent,  Mr.  A.  J.  Jamison,  the  county  superintendent,  has  many 
times  referred  to  me  in  company,  saying,  *'  That  young  man  is  teaching  a  colored 
school,  and  everybody  respects  him  ;  he  stands  well." 

Question,  Had  you  had  any  difficulty  there  before  this  attack  was  made  on  you  T 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  You  were  pursuing  this  business  of  teaching  school  quietly  and  peaceably ! 

Answer.  Yes^sir. 

Question,  And  the  only  objection  these  men  made  to  you  was  that  yon  were  teaching 
a  colored  scliool  T 

Awncer.  Yes,  sir;  that  was  I  heir  only  objection.      ^ 

Question,  In  that  way  trying  to  make  the  negroes  tne  equals  of  the  whitest 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  What  is  your  age  t      • 

Amtwer.  I  am  about  twenty-four  years  of  age. 

Question.  Had  you  had  anything  to  do  with  pontics  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  I  am  a  republican,  and  have  announced  it  there ;  I  was  known  as 
such. 

Question.  Had  yon  taken  any  prominent  part  in  politics :  been  active  there  in  politics 
in  any  way  T 

A  nswer.  No,  sir ;  except  to  recommend  to  the  colored  people  to  vote  with  the  repub- 
lican party ;  I  have  done  that.  I  have  never  been  a  candidate  for  office,  or  Bought 
office,  or  anything  of  that  kind. 

Question.  Did  those  men  charge  yon  with  doing  anything  except  teaching  a  colored 
school! 

Aumeer.  No,  sir ;  nothing  else. 

Question.  They  did  not  charge  you  with  having  given  any  bad  advice  to  the  negroes, 
or  with  encouraging  them  to  do  anything  wrong  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Unless  it  was  wrong  to  educate  them  ? 

Answer,  No,  sir.  White  people  visited  my  school  again  and  again,  and  said  I  was 
doing  a  good  work  there.  There  was  no  charge  but  that  was  made  against  me  by 
them  that  night. 

Question.  One  of  those  men,  you  say,  gave  you  a  hundred  blows  t 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  And  another  gave  you  seventy-five  t  ^ 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  That  Avas  all  the  whipping  they  gave  you  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  That  whipping  was  on  your  bare  back  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  You  hud  nothing  on  but  your  shirt  when  they  took  you  f 

Anstcer.  That  was  all. 

Question.  And  when  they  pulled  off  your  shirt  you  were  entirely  naked  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  And  this  whipping  was  while  you  were  in  that  condition  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Yon  spoke  about  the  blood  running  down  your  back ;  you  were  whipped  so 
severely  as  to  draw  blood  ? 

Answer,  Yes, sir;  I  was  all  cut  np  from  my  neck  down  below  my  hips;  the  blood 
flowed  freely. 

Question.  After  yon  got  through  with  this  examination  that  you  have  spoken  of,  did 
you  then  go  away  from  there  f 
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Jnswer.  On  the  Monday  night  aftei'  the  examination,  Mr.  Charles  Warmuck,  a  white 
man,  invited  mc  to  go  to  his  houdo,  saying  I  would  be  more  secure  there  than  at  Mr. 
Thomas  Johnsou'n  house ;  that  he  and  his  servants  would  protect  me  as  far  as  it  was 
in  tiieir  power.  But  that  night  we  concluded  that  it  would  bo  better  to  take  to  the 
wood.s ;  and  Mr.  Warmuck  and  his  colored  servants  and  myself  staid  in  the  wooils, 
expe<!ting  that  they  would  come  again. 

Queniioii,  Where  had  you  staid  after  you  had  been  beaten  T 

Answer,  With  Mr.  Wanunck. 

Question,  Haul  this  man  returned  you  had  been  boarding  with  f 

Anttccr.  No,  sir ;  he  did  not  return  until  after  I  left  Chickasaw. 

Q^uestion,  You  have  spoken  «about  ill-treatment  that  other  persons  received  ? 

Ansiccr,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Did  they  whix^  others  besides  yourself? 

Afisicer.  No  other  teacher  in  our  county  was  wliipped  ;  several  were  shot  at,  and  one 
teacher,  three  miles  from  Housttm,  was  informed  that  he  must  leave. 

Question,  What  was  his  name  f 

Answer,  1  do  not  know  his  name ;  Mr.  Jamison,  our  superintendent,  can  fnmish  his 
name. 

Question.  He  was  teaching  a  colored  school  ? 

Answer,  Y'e«,  sir;  three  miles  northeast  of  Houston.  His  wife  was  pregnant  and  was 
soon  to  be  confined,  and  he  came  out  and  begged  them  in  the  name  of  God  to  leave  his 
house,  telling  them  of  the  condition  of  his  wile. 

Question.  A  baud  of  men  visited  him  f 

Answer.  Y'es,  sir. 

Question,  Were  they  disguised  ? 

Answer.  I  understooil  they  were  not. 

Question.  Did  you  understand  that  there  was  any  complaint  against  him,  except  that 
he  was  teacliing  a  coloied  school  f 

Answer.  They  made  no  other  complaint;  they  said  they  were  not  going  to  allow  such 
a  thing  as  that  in  the  couutry.      ^ 

Question.  Wliat  other  teacher  did  they  visit  T 

Answer,  Three  miles  from  where  I  live,  Mr.  Burt  Moore  lives.  He  is  a  sontheni  man ; 
he  was  a  great  secessionist  bt'fore  the  war  and  during  the  war ;  but  since  the  war  he 
lias  accepted  the  new  state  of  affairs.  He  is  an  old  man  and  a  poor  man,  and  he  opened 
a  colored  school  in  order  to  make  something  to  support  hiiuself  and  iamily.  He  has 
accepted  the  situation,  and  is  now  a  rcx)ublican,  and  has  become  unpopular  through 
voting  the  republican  ticket.  Tliey  put  a  notice  on  his  door  to  this  effect :  "  Mr.  Burt 
Moore  :  We  (lo  not  want  to  hurt  you,  but  you  must  stop  teaching  this  school."  He 
continued  to  teach  the  school,  though.  The  colored  people  had  come  out  of  their 
tields  and  erected  the  school-house  themselves ;  and  just  one  week  after  they  hiul 
completed  it,  it  was  burned  down.  Mr.  A.  J.  Jamison,  our  county  superintendent,  had 
the  names  of  fonr  men  who  said  they  could  swear  to  such  facts  as  would  convict  the 
men  who  had  burned  that  school-house.  Mr.  Jamison  had  the  subpccnas  issued 
for  those  witnesses,  so  he  told  me  himself.  One  of  the  witnesses  said,  **  1  dare  not 
come  and  ^ive  testimony  against  those  men,  for  my  life  would  be  taken  for  it."  Another 
said  his  wife  was  sick,  and  the  other  two  got  out  of  the  way  altogether,  so  that  there 
was  nothing  done  in  the  matter. 

Question,  when  was  that  house  burned  t 

Answer.  Some  time  in  February  la^t. 

Question.  Before  you  were  whipped  f 

Answer,  Y'es,  sir;  a  month  before. 

Question.  Was  that  Mr.  Moore's  school4iouse  that  was  burned  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  What  other  teachers  do  you  know  that  they  visited  T 

Answer.  I  met  one  teacher  in  Okakjna,  who  had  been  forced  to  leave  his  school;  I  do 
not  remember  his  name  just  now  ;  Thave  itiu  my  note-book  at  home. 

Question,  Was  that  in  your  county  f 

Answer.  No,  sir;  it  was  in  an  adjoining  county? 

Question,  W^as  he  teaching  a  colored  school  7 

Anstcer.  Y'es,  sir. 

Question.  Was  there  any  objection  made  to  him,  except  that  he  was  teaching  a  colored 
school? 

Answer.  No,  sir.  There  is  no  objection  to  any  of  these  men,  except  that  they  were 
teaching  schools. 

Question.  The  effort  was  to  break  up  colored  schools  ? 

Attsiver.  Yes,  sir ;  the  people  object  to  them  on  the  ground  that  they  own  the  prop- 
erty, and  they  have  to  jiay  to  keep  "  lazy  niggers  at  sghool " — I  use  their  own  expres- 
sion— and  they  siiy  they  are  determined  not  to  do  it ;  that  they  have  to  pay  for  edu- 
cating p<}ople  that  they  do  not  believe  in  educating. 
Question,  What  other  school-houses  did  they  burn,  except  Moore's? 
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Anstrer.  They  bamed  two  others  in  our  county. 

Question.  Were  they  colored  school-houses  T 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Did  those  bauds  of  di8<]ruised  men,  about  in  your  county,  do  anything  else 
except  to  break  up  colore<l  schools  f 

Answer.  The  colored  people  are  in  a  general  state  of  terror ;  they  are  afraid  to  leave 
one  place  and  go  to  auotlier ;  they  are  afraid  that  if  any  of  them  leaves  his  presi.*nl 
employer,  and  goes  to  work  for  another  man,  these  men  will  visit  him.  I  have  seen 
negro  men  who  say  they  have  seen  sixty  and  seventy  of  these  men  riding  aboat  at 
night,  thus  creating  a  general  terror  among  the  colored  i>eoplc,  so  that  the  colored 
people  would  be  alraid  to  change  their  place  of  abode,  or  to  make  any  new  arrange- 
ments. 

Question.  Have  you  heard  of  any  instances  where  they  have  whipped  colored  people  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  I  have  heard  of  a  number  of  instances  where  they  have  whipped 
them. 

Question.  Do  you  know  any  of  the  names  of  the  i>er8on8  who  have  been  whipped  t 

Answer.  I  do  iiot  know  them  personally.  In  my  immediate  neighborhood,  for  three 
miles  around  where  I  lived,  the  white  people  were  Union  people,  and  did  not  counte- 
nance anything  of  that  kind. 

Question.  Right  about  in  your  vicinity  that  was  not  done  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  And  the  teaching  of  the  colored  school  by  you  was  approved  of  by  the 
w^hite  people  in  the  vicinity  of  your  school  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir  j  it  was  approved  by  the  people.  In  fact  my  neighbors  came  to  me 
and  offered  money  and  all  that  to  pay  my  expenses  in  tiying  to  put  this  thing  down, 
the  five  or  six  families  just  around  ahout  where  I  lived ;  it  is  not  a  large  community. 

Question.  Your  school  was  entirely  satisfactory  to  them  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  They  made  no  complaint  against  you  or  vour  school  f 

Ansicer.  No  complaint  wliatcver.  ' 

Question.  They  were  in  favor  of  it  t 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  I  forgot  to  mention  one  other  case ;  three  miles  from  where  I  hved 
was  a  man  by  the  name  of  Echols.  Five  nights  before  they  attacked  me  he  was  taken 
out  and  whipped  very  badly. 

Question,  la  he  a  white  man  or  a  colored  manf 

Answer.  He  is  a  white  man. 

Question.  Was  that  done  by  a  baud  of  men  in  disguise  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  What  did  they  whip  him  for  t 

Answer.  It  seems  that  some  members  of  the  Klan  had  a  grudge  against  him.  They 
had  started  out  for  me  that  night,  but  some  of  them  said  it  might  be  dangerous  to  go 
for  me  first ;  that  they  had  better  try  a  man  who  did  not  stand  so  well  in  the  com- 
munity. Echols  did  not  stand  so  well  in  the  community  as  I  did,  and  they  went  for 
him  first. 

Question.  Is  he  a  bad  man  in  any  way  ? 

Answer.  Only  a  poor  man ;  I  never  heard  anything  against  him;  at  the  same  time 
he  drinks  a  little  whisky ;  that  is  about  all  the  charge  against  him.  They  took  him 
out,  and  struck  his  wife  several  blows  on  the  breast  with  pistols  to  make  her  go  back 
to  the  house,  as  she  was  following  them,  begging  for  mercy.  She  continued  t-o  follow 
them,  and  two  of  them  took  her  and  held  her  back,  while  the  remainder  beat  her  hus- 
band. 

Question.  Did  they  whip  him  severely  t 

Ansicer.  Yes,  sir;  terribly. 

Question.  Was  he  a  republican  or  a  democrat  T 

Answer.  He  has  no  politics  at  all,  that  I  know  of. 

Question.  Is  he  a  southern  man  or  a  northern  man  f 

Anstcer.  He  is  a  southern  man. 

Question.  Do  you  know  what  grudge  any  of  them  had  against  him  T 

Answer.  1  do  not  know  anything  about  it.  I  did  not  know  anything  about  men  who 
went  about  drinking  and  quarreling.  I  kept  closely  at  home.  I  was  a  student,  and 
did  not  know  much  of  what  was  going  on  outside  of  my  own  neighl>orhood. 

Question.  You  gave  your  entire  attention  to  your  school  and  your  business  of  teach- 
ing f 

Anstcer.  Yes,  sir.  I  taught  the  colored  school  every  day  in  the  week,  and  on  Sunday 
I  taught  two  Sunday  schools ;  and  I  had  some  night  classes  for  some  young  men  who 
could  not  come  to  my  day  school,  so  that  my  time  was  fully  occupied. 

Question.  What  denomination  was  the  church  where  you' took  charge  of  the  Sunday 
school  f 

Answer.  It  was  a  Baptist  church. 

Question.  It  was  a  church  attended  by  white  people  f 
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Afiswer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  And  your  Sunday  school  was  of  white  children  f 

Ansicer,  Yes,  sir;  entirely. 

Question,  Is  there  any  ohjection  down  there  to  persons  who  are  republicans  t 

Ansicer,  Yes,  sir ;  there  is.  If  a  man  wants  to  tell  yon  he  is  a  republican,  he  first 
takes  a  look  all  around  to  see  if  any  one  is  listening.  If  ho  wants  to  tell  you  he  was  a 
Union  man  all  the  time,  speaking  of  the  late  war,  ho  first  looks  all  around  to  see  who 
may  be  listening. 

Question,  What  is  the  difficulty  with  a  man  who  is  a  republican  f 

Answer.  The  people  there  say  the  republican  party  is  formed  of  two  classes  of  men : 
the  first  class  is  the  thieves  who  come  from  the  North  to  steal  the  people's  money  and 
to  slander  them ;  the  second  class  is  of  home  traitors,  whom  they  hate  worse  than  the 
northern  carpet-baggers.  They  8.ay  they  might  put  up  with  the  men  who  come  from 
the  North  being  republicans,  Jjut  those  at  homo  who  are  republicans  are  traitors  to  the 
South.  They  look  upon  a  republican  as  one  who  is  aiding  in  persecuting  the  people, 
as  a  traitor  to  the  South,  aud  as  such  they  treat  him. 

Question,  Have  there  been  any  x)rosecutions  against  persons  there  for  whipping  peo- 
l)le,  burning  school-houses,  or  for  doing  any  of  the  acts  you  have  mentioned  T 

Ansicer,  I  made  affidavit  against  fourteen  men,  on  the  evidence  of  a  great  many  wit- 
nesses, and  went  in  company  with  United  States  Marshal  Pierce  to  make  the  arrests. 
First  I  went  to  Houston,  our  county  town,  to  advise  with  the  authorities  there  as  to 
what  I  should  do. 

Question,  How  far  did  you  live  from  there  T 

Ansicer,  1  lived  fourteeu  miles  south.  I  went  there  and  advised  with  Mr.  Jamison 
aud  several  gentlemen  (those  who  knew  me)  as  to  what  I  should  do. 

Question.  Mr.  Jamison  is  superintendent  of  schools  for  your  county  T 

Ansicer,  Yes,  sir.  They  first  consented  to  sign  a  pajier  to  have  the  military  brought 
there,  with  which  paper  I  was  to  proceed  to  Jackson.  They  then  reconsidered  the 
matter,  as  they  thought  that  woul^  reflect  upon  the  home  authorities,  and  changed  the 
programme,  and  said  they  would  have  warrants  issued  fur  the  parties.  I  would  not 
consent  to  that,  for  I  knew  my  witnesses  would  be  killed  on  their  way  to  testify.  I 
went  to  Governor  Alcorn,  at  Jackson,  and  advised  With  him.  He  cave  me  a  letter  to 
Mr.  Wells,  our  United  States  district  attorney.  By  their  advice  f  swore  out  an  affi- 
davit against  fourteeu  men,  and  proceeded  with  the  United  Stat-es  Marshal  Pierce,  and 
a  posse  of  military,  to  make  the  arrests.  I  was  working  in  both  cases,  Echols's  case 
and  my  case.  Some  of  the  parties  were  engaged  in  both  cases.  I  was  not  acquainted 
with  Echols  previous  to  this  outrage.  When  we  went  there  I  fell  behind  the  military, 
when  they  were  going  through  the  country  to  make  the  arrests.  To  show  you  the 
state  of  feeling  there :  They  got  a  man  by  the  name  of  Nason,  one  of  the  board  of  super- 
visors, to  show  them  the  parties,  and  he  begged  the  military  to  say  that  the^^  forced 
him  to  go  and  show  them  the  men.  Nason  was  a  republican,  and  was  very  willing  to 
serve  them,  but  was  afraid  to  let  it  be  known  that  he  assisted  the  authorities  voUiu- 
tarily.  When  we  got  to  the  town  of  Sparta,  Dr.  Munson,  the  mayor,  was  asked  by  the 
military,  "  Was  not  that  Joe  Davis  f — one  of  the  men  I  came  to  arrest.  The  mayor 
sneered  at  them ;  said  they  ought  to  have  photographs  of  them  ;  that  he  supposed  they 
knew  all  about  the  men.  He  made  some  sarcastic  remarks,  aud  would  give  no  infor- 
mation.   In  faet,  he  was  the  adviser  of  that  whole  party. 

Question,  Is  he  a  republican  f 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  he  is  not  anything.  He  is  not  a  democrat,  nor  a  republican.  He  is 
dissatisfied  with  all  parties.  I  do  not  know  what  sort  of  a  man  he  is.  I  believe  he 
would  ^o  for  either  party  that  he  thought  he  could  make  the  most  out  of. 

Questum,  How  many  did  you  arrest  T 

Answer,  We  did  not  arrest  a  single  one ;  they  took  to  the  woods. 

Question,  You  did  not  succeed  in  arresting  any  of  them  f 

Answer.  Not  one. 

Question.  Has  there  been  any  attempt,  except  this  effort  made  by  you,  to  arrest  and 
punish  anybody  for  any  of  these  crimes  you  have  spoken  of? 

Ansxcer,  No,  sir ;  the  people  are  afraid  to  do  it ;  Iwas  the  only  one  that  attempted  it, 
aud  I  risked  my  life  in  doing  it.  I  knew  that  I  was  playing  a  game  of  life  and  death 
in  doing  it ;  that  those  men  would  kill  me  if  they  could.  Before  I  went  with  the  mili- 
tary I  went  with  Marshal  Pierce  one  time,  bnt  we  had  to  return  without  making  any 
arrests.  I  went  to  Houston  and  told  Mr.  Jamison  what  I  had  done ;  that  I  had  made 
arrangements  to  have  the  military  come  there  and  make  the  arrests ;  that  Marshal  Pierce 
had  gone  to  Oktibbeha,  to  make  some  other  arrests,  but  was  comiug  back.  While  I 
was  in  a  store  in  Houston  two  of  the  men  I  had  made  charges  against  came  into  the 
store,  one  in  a  door  at  one  end  of  the  store,  and  the  other  in  a  door  at  the  other  end. 
I  was  sitting  there  talking  with  Mr.  Jamison,  our  school  superintendent.  Those  men 
had  their  belts  and  pistols )  but  that  is  nothing  unusual,  because  almost  everybody  in 
that  country,  twelve  years  old,  has  a  pistol. 
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By  Mr.  Coburn  : 
Question,  Do  yon  mean  black  and  white  ? 
Answer.  So,  sir ;  I  only  speak  of  the  whites. 

By  the  Chairman,  (Mr.  Poland  :) 
Question,  What  did  those  men  say  to  yon  f 

Answer,  They  asked  me  if  I  had  sworn  certain  things;  if  I  had  identified  them.  I 
said,  "  No,  I  have  not,"  because  I  conld  not  identify  any  of  the  parties  who  were  pres- 
ent. They  said,  ''  We  hail  heard  that  you  had,  and  it  is  a  good  thing  you  have  not, 
because  we  would  have  had  a  difficulty  right  here,"  and  one  of  them  put  his  hand  on 
his  pistol  as  he  said  so.  I  have  no  doubt  that  if  I  had  said  then  that  I  had  Bwom 
against  those  two  fellows  I  should  have  been  assassinated  there  in  open  daylight. 
Question,  Are  there  any  colored  schools  now  being  taught  in  that  county'? 

Ansicer,  Very  few,  except  by  such  teachers  as  have  not  finished  their  first  term.  The 
teachers  who  have  taught  their  first  session  under  the  free-school  system  are  afraid 
to  oi>en  school  again,  even  where  they  have  not  been  ill-treated.  Echols  wife's  sister. 
Miss  Windham,  had  a  conversation  in  Sparta  with  Jihh  Davis,  one  of  the  men  wbo 
whipped  her  brother-in-law.  She  told  bini  she  would  swear  to  a  statement  before  the 
grand  jnr^-,  which  I  have  no  doubt  she  did.  Joe  Davis  said,  **  Do  you  identify  me  as 
one  of  the  party  that  whipped  Echols?"  She  told  him,  "  Yes,  I  do ;  I  recognized  yon, 
and  I  will  swear  to  you."  He  commenced  crying,  told  her  that  thej-  had  been  raised 
together  as  children,  had  played  together,  and  begged  her  to  have  mercy  on  him,  or 
something  of  that  kind.  Joe  said,  "We  did  not  intend  to  go  after  your  bruther-in-law 
at  all ;  we  were  going  for  that  man  McBride  ;  but  whisky  and  an  old  grudge  led  ns 
to  your  brother-in-law's  house."  Joe  told  her  that  they  did  not  intend  to  have  a  col- 
ored school  in  the  neighborhood.  She  told  me  about  a  friend  of  mine.  We  were  study- 
ing together  for  the  next  examination ;  I  used  to  go  to  his  house,  and  he  used  to  come 
to  mine.   They  mentioned  him,  and  said  they  meant  to  whip  him  next. 

Question.  Were  you  studying  for  the  examination  in  your  6choolT 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  for  an  examination  at  Houston ;  we  were  going  to  apply  for  a 
higher  grade  of  certificates  as  teachers. 

Question.  You  were  studying  to  be  examined  yourself? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir.    They  said  they  were  going  to  whip  Carradine  next 

Question,  Was  he  teaching  a  colored  school  1 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  he  was  teaching  a  white  school. 

Question.  Did  they  object  to  white  schools  f 

Attsiver,  Yes,  sir;  they  said  they  were  going  to  whip  every  teacher  of  a  free  school 
in  that  county.  The  reason  they  gave  for  whipping  Echols  first  was  that  they  did 
not  know  how  it  would  go  to  whip  white  men,  and  they  would  begin  with  him  first 

Answer,  They  thought  they  would  commence  with  a  cheap  one  ? 

Ansicer,  Yes,  sir,  that  is  the  idea.  He  does  not  work  in  the  community,  but  drinks, 
and  that  is  all  there  is  against  him.  His  wife's  family  is  respectable,  and  so  is  his 
family. 

Question.  All  there  is  against  him  is  that  he  is  rather  a  shiftless  drinking  man  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  Joe  Davis  said  they  commenced  on  him  first  to  see  how  it  would 
take.    And  really  they  did  not  make  much  fuss  about  his  being  whipped. 

Question.  And  that  encouraged  them  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir.  I  have  no  doubt  in  the  world  they  would  have  carried  out  their 
programme  and  whipped  Carradine,  only  I  managed  to  make  it  pretty  hot  for  them 
after  they  attacked  me.  • 

Question,  How  long  since  have  these  bands  of  disguised  men  begun  to  appear  in 
that  couuty  ? 

Answer.  1  suppose  this  thing  has  been  in  the  county  for  a  year  or  two  ;  but  they  are 
just  now  beginning  to  organize  in  every  place.  The  understanding  is  that  they  are 
getting  up  these  bands  to  work  for  the  next  election.  Joe  Davis  told  Miss  Windham 
that  they  had  not  been  riding  long ;  that  it  was  a  new  company. 

Question,  Is  it  understood  that  these  organizations  are  to  have  some  political  purpose 
and  effect  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  of  course,  that  is  understood.  It  isnnderstood  that  negro  men  who 
will  vote  the  republican  ticket  are  to  be  punished — shot,  hung,  or  whipiieOi 

Question.  It  is  intended  to  have  an  efiect  on  elections  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  it  is  intended  that  it  will  have  an  effect. 

Question.  How  do  the  colored  people  feel  about  this ;  what  is  the  state  of  mind  of 
the  colored  people  in  reference  to  it,  as  far  as  you  know  ? 

Answer.  The  colored  people  talk  this  way  ;  they  sa^^,  ''The  Government  has  set  ns 
free,  and  we  are  worse  slaves  to-day  than  in  old  slavery  times.''  , 

Question,  Are  they  in  great  fear  and  terror  from  this  organization  ? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir,  they  are. 

Question,  Do  you  suppose  they  would  be  afraid  to  vote,  would  be  detezned  from 
VAtin£  as  they  waited  to,  if  there  was  to  be  an  election  now? 
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Answer.  There  is  no  supposition  about  it,  I  know  it.  Many  of  them  have  told  me 
that  they  are  afraid  to  vote ;  that  they  would  not  vote  at  the  next  election. 

Question,  Is  that  county  a  democratic  county  or  a  republican  county  ? 

Ansicer.  It  is  republican,  when  they  can  vote. 

Question,  Do  you  know  whether  the  white  voters  or  the  colored  voters  have  a  mjigor- 
ity  there  T 

Ansicer,  The  colored  voters,  but  not  a  very  largo  majority. 

Question,  There  are  some  white  republicans  there  ? 

Anmcer.  Yes,  sir ;  we  have  a  number  of  white  republicans. 

Question,  Have  you  any  idea  of  the  number  of  white  republicans  in  that  county  T 

Answer.  Not  a  great  number,  that  I  know.  There  are  niany  republicans  that 
I  do  not  know,  who  vote  secretly,  but  are  afraid  to  acknowledge  it.  Perhaps  twenty 
white  men  in  my  county  have  told  me  that  they  voted  the  republican  ticket  secretly; 
they  told  me  that  as  a  secret ;  I  was  not  to  mention  it. 

Question,  They  were  afraid  to  have  it  publicly  known  T 

Answer,  Y*8,  sir. 

Question,  Did  you  hear  anything  of  these  disguised  men  while  you  were  in  Oktib- 
beha County  ? 

Anstcer.  O,  yes,  sir ;  I  heard  reports  of  them,  but  I  was  inclined  for  a  long  time  to 
believe  they  were  like  ghost  stories ;  I  did  not  believe  much  in  it. 

Question,  What  wore  their  operations  in  that  c(mnty — what  did  they  do  T 

Answer,  There  Averc  just  reports  of  the  organization  ;  except  their  attack  upon  the 
Rev.  Mr.  McLachlan,  I  did  not  hear  of  their  interfering  with  anybody  ;  I  do  not  think 
they  whipped  him,  but  run  him  out  of  the  place. 

Question.  Of  what  denomination  was  he  f 

Answer,  He  was  a  Methodist  minister. 

Question,  A  northern  man  f 

Answer,  He  is  a  Scotchman ;  he  was  sent  from  the  North  there  as  a  preacher. 

Question.  Do  you  know  anything  about  the  operations  of  this  organization  against 
coloretl  schools  in  other  counties  f 

Answer.  During  the  trial  of  the  Ku-Klux  at  Oxford  1  acted  as  deputy  marshal  part 
of  the  time,  aud  then  I  had  every  opportunity  of  hearing  of  cases  in  diflerent  counties. 
I  guarded  some  of  the  prisoners  and  had  charge  of  some  of  the  witnesses,  and  was 
l>resent  at  the  statements  that  were  made. 

Question,  Have  there  been  many  colored  school-houses  burned  ? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir;  in  Winston  County  the  state  of  aflfairs  is  terrible.  Parson  Murff, 
of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  South,  a  southern  man,  held  a  position  there  as 
school  director.  His  most  intimate  friends  came  to  him  and  told  him  that,  though  he 
was  a  x>opular  man,  they  had  heard  such  threats  against  him  that  he  must  resign,  or 
his  life  would  be  taken.  He  told  me  himself  that  he  had  to  resign  his  position,  for  he 
was  satisfied  that  if  he  did  not  resign  his  life  would  be  taken. 

Quetttion,  He  was  a  native  of  the  South? 

J««rer.  He  was  a  native  of  the  county,  and  a  presiding  elder  of  the  Methodist  Epis- 
copal Church  South. 

Question.  That  grew  out  of  their  opposition  to  the  system  of  free  schools  t 

^w*iFer.  O,  yes,  sir;  they  had  no  other  objection  to  Parson  Murff. 

Question.  Did  they  burn  any  school-houses  in  that  county  ?  ^ 

Ansicer.  Yes,  sir,  quite  a  number  of  them.  The  Rev.  Johii  Avery  stopped  at  the  same 
house  in  Oxford  that  I  did ;  his  house  was  burned. 

Question.  Where  does  he  live  f 

Answer.  In  W^inston  Couttty.  His  brothers  and  cousins  belong  to  this  Ku-Klux  or- 
ganization ;  so  ho  said  himself.  They  had  threatened  his  life  because  he  was  teaching 
a  free  white  school,  and  he  threatened  to  go  before  the  grand  jury  at  Oxford  and  give 
evidence  against  them.  They  then  sent  for  him  to  go  to  one  of  their  meetings.  I  give 
you  Mr.  Avery^s  statement.  He  was  going  to  swear  before  the  grand  jury  at  Oxford, 
and  his  brothers  sent  for  him  to  go  to  one  of  their  Ku-Klux  meetings.  He  went  there 
aud  they  proposed  to  compromise  the  matter,  which  he  agreed  to  do  if  they  would  let 
him  alone  and  not  annoy  him.  But  they  broke  their  agreement  by  burning;  down  his 
school-house  afterward,  and  he  came  to  Oxford  to  give  evidence  there.  His  brothers 
sent  him  word,  while  he  was  in  the  same  house  with  me,  that  they  would  kill  him,  so 
help  them  God,  for  turning  traitor  and  giving  evidence  against  them.  Ho  had  not 
turned  traitor  to  them,  for  he  had  never  belonged  to  their  organization. 

Question.  Was  he  a  southern  man  ? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  a  southern  man. 

Question,  And  a  Methodist  minister? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir,  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Chnrch  South ;  and  a  man  highly 
respected  and  of  good  standing  in  that  couiinunity,  I  understand.  The  order  there  was 
to  put  down  every  free  school,  and  I  do  not  believe  there  is  a  single  free  school  in  that 
connty  ;  the  information  is  that  they  are  all  closed. 

Question,  They  have  broken  up  all  the  schools  in  that  county  ? 
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Ansicer.  Yes,  sir  ;  or  nearly  all  of  them. 

Que8iion.  Do  you  expect  to  return  to  Chickasaw  County  T 

Anstcer.  I  want  to  return  there,  because  I  am  interested  in  ray  school  work  there; 
but  I  dare  not  now ;  at  present  I  cannot  return. 

Question,  You  do  not  suppose  it  would  be  safe  for  you  to  go  back  there  now? 

Anstctr.  No,  sir ;  my  life  would  be  taken.  They  have  sworn  there,  since  I  have  taken 
this  action  against  them,  that  they  will  kill  me,  day  or  night ;  that  they  would  track 
me  wherever  I  might  go.  My  friends  have  sent  me  word  from  there  that  these  men 
have  sworn  to  kill  me,  by  day  or  by  night,  wherever  I  may  go  in  that  country. 

By  Mr.  Beck  : 

Question,  I  want  to  get  a  little  further  information  about  this  free-school  system.  The 
objection  seems  to  be  genei'al  to  all  free  schools,  white  and  black  f 

Ansicer.  Not  the  same  objection  to  all ;  in  some  counties  the  objection  is  to  all  fre»! 
schools ;  in  other  counties,  as  in  Chickasaw  County,  the  objection  is  only  to  the  colored 
schools. 

Question,  In  some  counties  the  objection  reaches  all  schools,  white  and  black,  and  in 
others  it  is  confined  to  black  schools? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  And  the  objection  seems  to  be  very  wide-spread  against  the  whole  free- 
school  system  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  it  is  wide-spread. 

Question,  What  is  that  free-school  system  in  Mississippi ;  how  Is  it  kept  up  f  Tell  us 
the  working  of  it. 

AnstFer.  I  will  give  it  in  my  county;  I  am  not  familiar  with  it  in  any  other  comity 
There  is  a  tax  on  the  property  of  five  mills  on  the  dollar,  allowed  by  the  State  to  be 
collected  by  the  county  officers  for  school  purposes.  Now  our  superintendent  has  this 
arrangement :  In  any  neighborhood  where  there  are  twenty-five  children,  and  the 
parents  or  guardians  want  a  school,  they  get  up  a  petition  stating  the  number  of  scholars 
they  will  send,  and  recommending  a  certain  man  for  teacher,  if  the  superintendeut 
should  find  him  to  be  competent.  This  ^)etitiou  is  presented  to  the  board  of  school 
directors,  and  if  they  think  that  a  school  is  necessary  in  that  neighborhood  they  locate 
a  school  there,  and  appoint  the  party  recommended  as  teacher  if  he  has  been  fonnd  to 
be  competent.  No  school  is  located  in  our  county  unless  the  people  petition  for  it,  and 
no  teacher  is  appointed  unless  the  people  of  the  neighborhood  want  him. 

Question,  And  any  twenty-five  persons  can  have  a  school  established  and  a  teacher 
assigned  t 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  they  get  the  teacher  themselves  and  send  him  before  the  board. 

Question.  Then  if  twenty-five  colored  persons — or  enough  persons  to  send  twenty-five 
children,  is  that  it  T 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  enough  persons  to  send  twenty-five  scholars:  that  is,  if  there  is  no 
other  school  within  a  reasonable  distance. 

Question.  So  that  if  five  men  could  send  l^ve  children  each,  they  would  be  entitled  to 
a  school  ? 

Ansicer,  They  would  only  be  entitled  to  a  school  with  this  jiroviso,  that  there  is  no 
other  school  within  three  miles. 

Question,  They  would  be  entitled  to  a  school  then,  and  to  have  a  teacher  of  their  own 
selection,  if  he  was  qualified  ? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Although  none  of  those  five  men  should  own  a  dollar's  worth  of  property  in 
the  county  ? 

Ansicer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  And  the  county  would  have  to  be  taxed  to  support  their  school  for  them 
under  those  circumstances  ? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  How  many  schools  were  established  in  Chickasaw  County  f 
*  Answer,  Somcthing'like  two  hundred,  I  think. 

Question,  Two  hundred  schools  in  that  connty  t 

Answer.  I  think  so ;  I  do  not  remember  the  exact  number. 

Question,  What  are  the  teachers  paid  there  ? 

Answer.  Third-class  teachers  are  paid  forty  dollars  a  month :  second-class  teachers 
some  sixty  dollars  a  month,  and  first-clnss  teachers  a  hundred  dollars  a  month. 

Question.  To  what  class  did  you  belong  ? 

Answer,  To  the  secimd  class,*to  the  sixty  dollar  class. 

Question,  Is  the  second  class  a1>out  the  average  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  I  think  so. 

*^ujestion.  And  there  are  about  two  hundred  schools  and  teachers  in  the  county  t      ^ 

'^Ansteer,  I  think  so;  I  do  not  know  that  that  is  the  correct  number,  but  I  think  it  w 
about  that. 

Question,  Then  yon  have  a  board  of  school  commissioners  T 

Answer.  Of  school  directors. 
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Qucition,  How  many  of  them  are  there  in  the  county  T 

Amtvaer,  There  are  live  school  directors  in  the  county. 

Qutstum,  What  salary  do  they  get  f 
^  Jniticer.  They  get  three  dollara  a  day  while  in  session,  and  their  mileage  to  and  from 
their  homes. 

(fue^tion.  Then  you  have  a  superintendent  of  schools  for  the  county  T 

Anstcer.  Yes,  sir. 

Queation.  What  pa 5^  does  he  get  ? 

Answer.  Five  dollars  a  day  for  the  time  he  id  actually  engaged  ahout  schools. 

(Question.  And  his  mileage  ?  « 

Jii«ffr.  Yes,  sir. 

Queitiion.  That  is,  ten  cents  a  mile,  I  suppose  t 

Answer,  Yes,  sir  ;  five  cents  a  mile  each  way. 

(>Ne>i^ii.  Does  your  pay  as  teacher  run  the  whole  year  t 

Answer,  Ko,  sir;  but  four  months  this  year. 

Question,  When  you  arc  employed  by  the  year  it  runs  for  the  twelve  months  t 

Ansicer.  No,  sir;  for  not  more  than  ten  months;  the  law  allows  them  to  go  for  ten 
months,  and  not  less  than  four  months  in  a  year. 

Question,  All  this  expense  conies  out  of  the  property  of  the  county? 

Answer,  Not  all ;  a  great  deal  of  revenue  is  derived  from  fines ;  and  then  there  are 
Kiles  of  public  lands  belongius  to  the  Chickasaw  school  fund ;  and  then  liquor  licenses ; 
all  of  that  goes  into  the  school  fund. 

Question:  All  of  that  is  thrown  into  the  fund  ? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  I  think  in  our  county  the  tax  on  the  property  for  school  jiurposes 
is  but  three  mills  on  the  dollar. 

Question.  If  the  money  derived  from  these  other  sources  was  not  absorbed  by  the 
Echool  faud,  it  would  be  used  for  some  other  purpose  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  The  colored  people  of  Chickasaw  County  own  but  little  property,  I  suppose  f 

Answer,  Do  you  refer  to  landed  property  f 

Question,  Y'es. 

Answer,  They  own  a  great  deal  of  property,  and  a  great  deal  of  live  stock. 

Question.  Of  landed  i)roperty  ? 

JH»icer.  Yes,  sir ;  some  colored  men  there  have  ten  or  twelve  thousand  dollara'  worth 
of  property. 

Question.  Are  they  not  comparatively  few  T 

Antncer,  1  think  there  are  a  few  of  them. 

Question,  How  many  free  negroes  were  there  in  Mississippi  before  slavery  was  abol- 
Jbhtd  in  that  State  f 

Answer.  I  do  not  know. 

By  Mr.  CoBrRN: 

Question,  While  on  that  point  of  landed  property,  let  me  ask  if  the  colored  people  are 
free  to  buy  laud ;  will  the  white  people  sell  land  to  them  f 

J»*irer.  Not  as  a  general  rule. 

Question.  State  right  here  what  you  know  about  that. 

Answer.  There  is  this  state  of  allUirs  there:  As  a  general  rule  a  man  is  very  unpop- 
ular with  his  neighbors  who  will  sell  land  to  colored  people ;  and  then  a  colored  man 
N  ill  danger  if  he  buys  laud.  lu  Winston  County  a  dozen  meu  were  whipped,  and  the 
only  charge  a<^ainst  them  was  that  they  had  bought  land.  A  colored  man  of  the  name 
ofWilliam  Coleman,  in  Louisville,  Winston  County,  bought  eighty  acres  of  land,  and 
jnst  after  buying  the  land  a  body  of  dit^guised  men  came  there  and  took  him  out  of  his 
house  and  nearly  killed  him,  left  him  for  dead  in  the  road.  The  only  charge  they  made 
a;;aiiist  him  waj^  the  buying  of  this  laud,  and  they  threatened  at  the  same  time  to  kill 
tic  man  who  had  sold  it  to  him. 

By  Mr.  Beck  : 

Question.  Who  told  you  thist 

Answer.  Coleman  himself. 

Qne^tion.  Did  you  ever  hear  a  colored  man  who  had  been  treated  in  this  way  admit 
that  he  had  ever  done  anything  wrong  T 

Answer.  I  do  not  understand  your  question.  Do  you  mean  admit  that  he  has  ever 
sinned  ? 

Q,uestion.  That  ho  had  ever  done  anything  to  bo  whipped  for  T 

Answer.  I  have  heard  many  of  them  admit  that  they  were  sinners,  that  they  were 
not  converted  people,  if  that  is  what  you  mean. 

Question.  I  have  asked  you  a  question,  and  you  say  you  do  not  understand  itT 

Answer.  1  really  do  not  understand  what  you  raeau  by  admitting  that  they  had  done 
vrong.    Do  you  mean  had  violated  any  statute  ? 

Question.  That  they  had  committed  any  offense,  or  violated  any  law  of  the  State  f 

Answer,  No,  sir,  I  do  not  think  they  have  admitted  that. 
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Queaiion,  Yon  do  not  think  they  ever  have  admitted  that  they  had  done  anything 
wrong? 
Answer,  I  do  not  know  about  that ;  I  do  not  know  anything  about  thai;. 

By  Mr.  Cobukn  : 

Question,  Go  on  now  and  coinplet<j  your  statement  about  negroes  bnying  land. 

Answer,  In  Louisville,  Winston  County,  Coloraau  bought  «Mghty  acres  of  laud.  W 
has  a  good  character  from  the  white  people  there,  from  his  old  master,  iis  a  steady,  hj- 
ber,  and  industrious  boy ;  that  is  his  character.  They  whipi»ed  him  because  he  bad 
bought  that  land,  and  they  left  him  for  dead.  He  was  twenty-four  years  of  age,  ba-l 
been  fifteen  years  in  Winston  County,  and  haA  never  been  brought  before  the  conn  ft>: 
any  offense.  He  told  me  of  a  number  of  colored  men  in  that  county  who  had  Imt-: 
whippe<l  for  the  same  offense,  for  bnying  land.  One  man,  William  Miller,  was  whippt**! 
in  the  same  county ;  the  charge  against  him  was  that  he  did  not  raise  his  hat  to  a 
white  man. 

Questi<m,  I  do  not  want  to  ask  you  now  about  anything  but  the  land  matter. 

Answer,  That  is  all  I  know  about  that  matter. 

By  Mr.  Beck  : 

Question,  Do  the  colored  men  in  Chickasaw  own  much  land  f 

Anstvei\  Yes,  sir,  comparatively  speaking,  they  do. 

Question,  What  negro  was  ever  whipped  in  Chickasaw  for  buying  land  t 

Ansicer.  I  do  not  know  a  siuj^le  one  whipped  there  for  buying  land. 

Question.  Or  interfered  with  m  any  way  because  he  had  bought  landf 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  I  do  not  know  of  any  interfered  with  there  for  that  reason. 

Question,  You  do  not  know  how  many  free  colored  j>eople  there  weix)  in  the  State  of 
Mississippi  before  slavery  was  abolished  f 

Anstcer,  No,  sir,  I  do  not. 

Question.  Have  you  any  idea  about  how  many  there  were  ? 

Anstver.  No,  sir. 

Question.  I^ok  at  this  table  (handeng  witness  a  book)  from  the  census  returns  of 
18G0,  and  see  if  there  were  not  just  773  in  the  State  then  t 

Answer,  (Looking  at  the?  table.)    That  is  what  this  table  shows. 

Question,  How  many  free  colored  men  do  you  think  there  were  in  Chickasaw  County 
before  slavery  was  abolished  f 

Ansicer.  I  do  not  8Ui)pose  there  were  a  dozen  ;  I  have  never  met  one. 

Question.  I  suppose  there  could  have  been  but  a  few,  for  the  laws  of  Mississippi  did 
not  allow  it.  Whatever  property  is  owned  by  colored  men  there  now  is  projierty  which 
they  have  accumulated  since  the  close  of  the  war! 

Answer.  Not  altogether.  In  most  instances  the  colored  men  who  have  accumnlated 
property  were  foremen  over  the  other  slaves,  and  had  opportunities  to  make  money  in 
slavery  times.  For  instance,  Ambrose  Henderson,  our  colored  i-epresentative,  owns  tea 
or  twelve  thousand  doHars'  worth  of  property,  much  of  which  he  had  accumulated  be- 
fore the  war.  He  had  hired  his  time  from  his  master,  and  had  had  a  barber's  shop,  bad 
a  saloon  at  fairs,  and  things  of  that  kind. 

Question,  The  ^reat  bulk  of  the  property  there  is  held  by  the  white  peoplo  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Does  not  this  school  tax  bear  very  heavily  upon  the  people,  this  keeping 
up  of  two  hundred  schools,  the  machinery  of  school  boards,  and  all  that  f 

Answer,  I  never  heard  any  one  object  to  it  because  it  "was  a  burden  to  them,  but  he- 
cause  it  was  introduce<l  there  against  their  wishes.  Every  man  I  have  talked  to,  who 
is  opposed  to  the  present  system,  says  that  it  is  cheaper  for  them  than  the  private 
school  system. 

By  the  Chairman,  (Mr.  Poland  :) 
Question,  Do  you  know  what  is  the  present  school  tax  in  Chickasaw  County? 
Answer,  I  think  it  is  two  and  a  half  mills  on  the  dollar. 

By  Mr.  Beck: 

Question,  Is  that  for  the  pay  of  the  teachers  alone  ? 

Answer,  For  teachers  and  the  school-house  fund,  all  together. 

Question,  I  thought  you  said  not  long  ago  that  the  tax  was  five  millst 

Answer,  I  do  not  think  I  said  so.  I  said  the  law  allowed  a  tax  of  five  mills  on  cer- 
tain kinds  of  property. 

Question,  And  then  there  are  other  funds  besides  the  direct  school  taxT 

Answer,  Yes,  sir;  they  have  public  school  lands  that  have  always  been  used  for  that 
purpose  to  endow  charity  schools ;  to  assist  neighborhoods  where  they  were  not  able 
to  maintain  schools  themselves. 

Question,  W^hat  ground  of  objection  had  they  against  it  ?  You  say  they  objecte<l  to 
it  Iwicause  it  was  put  there  against  their  will ;  was  it  not  put  there  by  the  legislature 
of  the  State? 
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Answer.  The  ground  of  objection  is  this :  Under  this  free-school  system  the  colored 
l>eople  would  be  tanght.  If  it  was  a  private-school  syst^jm,  the  whites  would  not  teach 
colored  schools,  because  they  would  not,  perhaps,  eet  any  salaries  paid  them.  Th»> 
greatest  objection  on  the  part  of  tho  white  people  is  that  they  own  most  of  the  property 
and  they  object  to  paying  for  the  education  of  colored  people,  inasmuch  as  they  do 
not  believe  in  educating  them ;  that  is,  the  mcgority  do  not.  Of  course  there  is  a  large 
minority  of  the  people  who  are  in  favor  of  educating  the  colored  people. 

Question.  Had  you  ever  taught  school  anywhere  else  before  you  went  to  Mississippi. 

Anatcer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  taught  a  colored  school  in  Cincinnati,  Ohio. 

Question.  For  how  long!  • 

Answer.  For  some  mouths;  not  long. 

Question.  How  long  did  you  reside  m  Cincinnati  f 

Answer.  I  resided  tnere  two  years,  I  think. 

Question.  Were  you  educated  in  Cincinnati,  or  in  Ireland  f 

Ansu)€r.  I  was  educated  in  Ireland. 

Question.  How  long  have  you  been  in  this  country  ? 

Answer.  About  five  years. 

Question.  You  have  not  become  a  citizen  yet  f 

Answer.  A  citizen  of  this  country  ? 

Question.  A  citizen  of  the  Unitecl  States  f 

Answer.  I  was  here  before  I  was  twenty-one.  I  believe  I  am  a  citizen ;  I  do  not 
know. 

Question.  Have  you  ever  taken  out  naturalization  papers  f 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  do  not  think  tho  law  requires  me  to  do  it,  inasmuch  as  I  was  a 
minor  when  I  came  here. 

Question.  Did  your  father  come  with  you  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  You  were  over  eighteen  years  of  age  when  you  came  here  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  I  may  have  beeu  over  eighteen. 

Question.  You  were  under  twenty -one  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  You  did  not  come  to  this  country  with  your  parents  f 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  And  yon  have  not  taken  out  naturalization  papers  f 

Anstcer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Have  you  ever  voted  in  Mississippi  ? 

Anstrer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Not  for  any  purpose  ? 

Ans^cer.  No,  sir;  I  have  never  voted  at  all. 

Question.  You  have  acted  as  United  States  marshal,  you  say  T 

Answer.  I  was  appointed  deputy  several  times,  to  take  charge  of  prisoners. 

Question.  You  have  acted  as  deputy  marshal  during  trials  ? 

Ansicer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Were  yon  appointed  by  the  marshal  of  the  United  States  down  there  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Were  you  sent  as  depaty  marshal  to  make  arrests  ? 

Answer.  I  went  with  the  marshal  once  to  arrest  some  parties  I  had  sworn  to. 

Question.  Were  you  a  deputy  marshal  at  that  timef 

Anstcer.  I  do  not  know  whether  he  regarded  me  as  deput.y  then,  or  as  simply  goiug 
with  him  to  point  out  the  parties. 

Question.  You  were  not  sworn  in  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  never  was  sworn  in  at  all. 

Question.  Not  even  as  deputy  marshal  at  Oxford  T 

Anstcer.  IJo,  sir. 

Question.  You  were  guarding  prisoners  and  summoning  witnesses  without  being 
sworn? 

Answer.  I  never  summoned  witnesses ;  I  guarded  prisoners. 

Question.  You  were  merely  acting  under  the  orders  of  the  marshal ;  deputy  to  that 
extent! 

Anstcer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Up  to  the  night  of  the  attack  on  you  you  had  never  been  interfered  with  ? 

Ansicer.  No;  sir. 

Question.  Do  you  think  you  would  have  been  whipped  that  night  if  you  had  not 
made  such  an  enort  to  get  that  gun  ? 

Answer.  O,  I  do  not  know.  They  could  not  tell  what  I  wanted  to  get,  when  1  jumped 
ont  of  the  window  and  ran  to  the  cabin. 

Question.  They  followed  you  into  the  cabin,  while  you  were  searching  for  the  gun  f 

Answer.  No,  .sir;  I  never  got  the  gun;  they  could  not  tell  what  I  was  searching  for. 

Qui^stion.  Did  you  not  call  out  to  the  old  fellow  in  the  cabin  to  let  yon  have  tho  gun  1 

Answer.  Well,  when  1  was  in  tho  cabin  I  might  have  asked  where  the  gun  was. 
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QnesHon,  You  were  excited,  but  yon  must  have  kuown  what  your  busioeM  there 
wasf 

Ansioer.  My  object  was  to  get  that  gun,  of  course;  and  if  I  had  got  it  I  would  have 
defended  myself,  too. 

Qtiegtion,  After  that  they  took  yon  out  and  whipped  you,  as  you  have  described  ? 

Anstcer.  Yes,  sir;  they  shot  at  me  before  that,  while  I  was  running  down  the  yard  to 
the  cabin. 

Question.  How  near  were  they  to  you  when  they  fired  T 

Anfncer,  Perhaps  fifty  or  sixty  yards. 

Question,  Did  they  let  you  get  off  fifty  yards  from  them  before  they  commenceil 
firing  ? 

Amioer.  I  could  not  tell  what  distance  I  was  from  them  when  they  conmienced 
firing.  When  I  jumped  out  of  the  window  I  ran  very  quickly ;  and  while  I  was  run- 
ning through  the  yard  the  firing  commencea.  The  colored  people  were  screaming  all 
around  there. 

Qtie8tion,  You  were  not  hit  by  them  f 

Anmcer,  No,  sir ;  I  was  not  hit  by  any  of  the  balls. 

Qiitstion.  Who  is  the  circuit  judge  of  your  county  f 

Ansvcer.  Judge  Bradford. 

Quaiion,  Is  he  an  appointee  of  Governor  Alcorn's  T 

Aiuwer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Who  is  your  county  attorney  T 

Anstver,  Frank  Pat4?. 

Question.  Is  he  also  one  of  Governor  Alcorn's  appointees  T 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  How  often  is  court  held  in  Chickasaw  county  by  th<^  circuit  judge? 

Anstrer.  I  never  attended  the  circuit  court  there.  I  think  it  is  held  twice  a  year.  I 
never  Ipad  time  to  attend  courts,  or  anything  of  that  kind. 

Quesiion,  How  many  scholars  did  yon  have  in  your  school  f 

Answer,  1  had  about  eighty  scholars,  I  believe. 

Question,  How  are  your  forty,  sixty,  and  one  hundred  dollar  teachers  graded;  by  the 
number  of  scholars  they  have  T 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  by  their  qualifications  as  teachers. 

Question,  Would  a  man  with  but  twenty-five  scholars,  if  he  had  qualifications  of  a 
high  order,  get  a  hundred  dollars  a  month  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  While  you,  without  those  qualifications,  teaching  eighty  scholars,  got  bat 
sixty  dollars  a  month  T 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  And 'if  you  had  less  qualifications,  and  were  teaching  a  hundred  scholans. 
you  would  get  only  forty  dollars  a  month  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  While  a  man  who  taught  but  twenty-five  scholars—  and  they  might  be  of 
the  families  of  only  five  colored  men,  without  any  property  or  anything  els^would 
get  a  hundred  dollars  a  month  T 

Answer.  But  they  will  not  appoint  first-class  teachers  to  take  charge  of  colored 
schools.  I  intended  to  apply  for  a  first-class  certificate  at  the  end  of  my  examination, 
and  if  I  had  received  it  I  would  have  been  obliged  to  give  up  my  school.  They  will 
not  appoint  first-class  teachers  to  take  charge  of  thii^-class  schools.  As  a  general 
thing,  they  will  not  appoint  second-class  teachers  for  colored  schools ;  they  generally 
give  them' third-class  teachers,  unless  it  is  a  very  large  school. 

By  Mr.  Coburn  : 

Quesiion,  What  is  the  proportion  between  the  white  people  and  the  colored  people 
there? 

Answer,  There  are  more  colored  people  there  than  white  people. 

Question,  Are.there  many  disorders  or  disturbances  occasioned  there  by  colored  peo- 
ple, as  against  the  whites,  or  among  each  other  T 

Answer.  1  have  never  known  a  single  fight  among  the  colored  people  in  the  ooonty. 
nor  a  single  disturbance  of  any  kind. 

Question,  Do  the*  colored  people  show  hostility  to  the  whites,  animosity  against 
them ;  if  so,  in  what  manner  do  they  show  it  T 

Answer,  No,  sir.  That  is  one  of  the  most  remarkable  characteristics  of  the  colored 
people ;  in  speaking  of  their  old  masters  they  talk  in  this  way  :  "LiCt  by-gooes  be  by- 
gones ;  bury'the  past ; "  that  is  the  general  sentiment.  • 

Question.  Are  the  colored  people  armed  t 

Anstcer.  As  a  general  thine  colored  men  have  an  ambition  to  get  a  gun. 

Quesium.  Are  they  allowed  to  retain  their  arms  ? 

Answer.  Well,  in  our  county,  they  are. 

Qwxtion,  What  is  the  character  of  the  men  who  belong  to  this  Kn-Klux  organiza- 
tion, so  far  as  you  know  them  or  have  heu^d  of  them  f 
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Amwct,  As  a  general  thing  they  are  an  ignorant,  illiterate  set  of  men,  and  they  seem 
to  be  determinoa  to  keep  everyhody  else  the  same.  The  men  who  are  engaged  m  Kn- 
Klnxing,  if  they  were  not  sympathized  with  by  men  of  better  standing  than  them- 
selves, would  soon  go  under. 

Question.  Can  yon  give  an  idea  of  the  amount  of  sympathy,  or  the  character  of  aid 
and  assistance,  they  got  from  men  of  property  and  standing  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  it  is  easily  shown.  In  the  matter  of  bail,  or  anything  of  that  kind, 
the  best  men  in  the  community  will  give  their  signatures.  In  Oxford,  for  instance, 
when  those  men  .were  arrested  and  brought  there  they  were  put  in  pretty  good  quar- 
ters among  the  soldiers.  But  the  people  of  the  county  had  a  meeting  for  t>heir  bene- 
fit, and  took  them  beds  and  chairs,  and  playing  cards,  and  all  that.  That  showed  the 
sympathy  of  the  people  with  them.  And  when  the  United  States  marshal  was  struck 
there,  they  showed  their  sympathy  by  arming  themselves  and  going  into  the  court 
room. 

Question,  Can  you,  from  reliable  information,  give  any  idea  of  the  number  of  the  Ku- 
Klux  in  your  county,  and  in  other  counties  there  T 

Answer,  We  believe  that  about  one-half  of  the  white  people  in  our  county  belong 
to  the  organization. 

Question.  What  induces  yon  to  believe  that  f 

Answer.  From  the  fact  that  if  you  denounce  the  Ku-Klux,  or  take  any  action  against 
them,  you  make  one-half  of  the  people  there  your  enemies,  and  they  show  it  by  con- 
demning yon.  The  president  of  the  board  of  supervisors  in  my  county  asked  me  what 
kind  of  evidence  I  had  against  these  fellows ;  I  told  him  that  I  had  several  colored 
witnesses  and  some  white  witnesses.  He  said,  "  You  must  not  bring  colored  testimony 
against  white  men  in  this  county.'' 

Question.  Have  you  any  other  facts  going  to  show  the  number  of  men  who  belong  to 
this  organization  f 

Anstcer.  Those  men  who  whipped  me  told  me  there  were  five  millions  of  the^  in  the 
United  States ;  I  believe  that  was  the  number. 

By  Mr.  Beck: 
Question.  How  many  f 
Answer.  Five  millions  they  said. 

By  Mr.  Coburn  : 

Question.  Have  yon  any  statements  from  the  prisoners  or  the  witnesses  there  as  to 
the  nnmbers  in  their  neignborhood  f 

Anstrer.  I  did  not  hear  any  person  say  what  was  the  number  of  the  Ku-Klux  in  his 
neighborhood. 

Question.  Have  you  not  had  conversations  with  persons  of  intelligence  and  informa- 
tion in  relation  to  the  number  of  them  in  that  region  of  the  State  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  I  have  conversed  with  our  marshal  and  several  of  our  leading  men. 

Question.  What  is  your  best  information  on  that  subject  f 

Answer.  The  most  of  the  intelligent  men  in  the  country  believe  that  about  one-half  of 
the  white  people  belong  to  it.  There  are  communities  where  a  majority  of  the  people 
are  against  Ku-Kluxism. 

Question,  I  am  talking  about  your  immediat'O  vicinity,  your  county  and  the  adjoin- 
ing counties :  I  am  not  asking  in  relation  to  distant  portions  of  the  State,  for  I  do  not 
suppose  you  know  anything  about  it  there. 

Answer.  In  our  county  perhaps  one-half  of  the  white  people  either  belong  to  the  organ  i- 
zation,  or  sympathize  with  it. 

Question.  That  is  what  1  want  to  get  at.  Have  you  given  a  statement  of  all  the  acts 
of  outrage  perpetrated  by  these  men,  that  have  come  to  your  knowledge  ?  If  not,  give 
such  as  y\|u  have  omitted  to  state,  that  have  occurred  in  your  county  and  in  adjoining 
counties. 

Answer.  I  know  of  the  whipping  of  Colonel  Huggins.  I  know  from  reports  of  other 
men  being  whipped ;  in  some  cases  I  saw  the  men  themselves ;  in  soipe  cases  I  got  the 
information  from  other  persons.  I  saw  the  wife  of  Aleck  Pa^e ;  her  husband  was 
taken  out  and  killed  in  Monroe  County.  Dupree  was  murdered  m  that  county,  and  a 
number  of  others.  In  fact  the  cases  are  so  many  that  I  cannot  remember  them  all. 
I  have  a  number  of  cases  noted  here,  which  I  can  give ;  I  got  the*  statements  from  the 
parties  themselves. 

Question.  That  is  what  I  want  to  get  at.  If  you  have  any  reliable  information  in 
relation  to  such  matters,  state  what  it  is. 

Answer.  This  information  comes  from  the  parties  themselves,  or  from  Mr.  Wiley 
Wells,  the  United  States  district  attorney  at  Oxford. 

Question.  Do  yon  mean  by  "  themselves,"  the  victims  of  the  outrages  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.    Addy  Foster  was  whipped  in  Winston  county  for  buying  land. 

By  Mr.  Beck  : 
Question.  State  in  each  case  how  yon  got  the  information. 
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Answer.  I  got  this  from  William  Coleman,  his  neighbor ;  WUUam  Miller  told  me 
that  he  was  whipped  because  they  said  he  would  not  raise  his  hat  to  a  white  man ;  he 
was  there  before  the  grand  jury  at  Oxford. 

Question.  In  what  coanty  was  that  ? 

Answer.  That  was  also  in  Winston  County.  Aleck  Hughes,  in  Noxubee  County,  was 
whipped.  A  white  man  owed  him  $17,  and  he  threatened  to  sue  him  for  it,  and  they 
whipped  him  for  doing  so.    Aleck  Hughes  gave  me  the  statement  himself. 

By  Mr.  Coburn: 

Question.  Areyou  giving  instances  where  the  outrages  were  perpetrated  by  disguised 
white  men  T    That  is  what  I  am  inquiring  about. 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  all  those  cases  were  by  disguised  men.  They  bung  Aleck  Hugfa4>> 
up  by  the  neck  and  nearly  killed  him ;  he  was  insensible  when  they  let  him  dowQ 
Zack  Job  was  whipped  in  Noxubee  County,  and  Henry  Leadbetter  was  also  whipiW: 
both  by  disguised  men. 

By  Mr.  Beck: 

Question.  State  when  it  was  done. 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  when ;  it  was  done  some  time  in  March.  In  Corinth,  Missi^- 
sippiy  George  Shubble  was  also  whipped  by  disguised  men ;  and  near  the  same  place 
Fanny  Honeysuckle  was  whipped  by  disguised  men ;  and  Mr.  Campbell,  who  kepr  a 
grocery  store,  was  whipped  by  this  body  of  disguised  men,  because  he  would  not  give 
them  some  whisky. 

By  Mr.  Coburn:  • 

QuiCStion.  In  Corinth  f  • 

Answer.  In  Corinth,  or  near  Corinth.  A  number  of  other  men  at  Oxford  told  me  of 
outrages  committed  upon  them ;  but  I  omitted  to  note  the  counties. 

Qiiest§Dn.  No  matter  about  them.  You  have  testified  as  to  the  hostility  of  the  people 
to  free  schools.  What  is  the  cause  set  forth  by  those  men  for  their  hostility  to  fretr 
schools  f 

Answer.  Well,  educating  the  colored  people  is  the  great  cause  of  objection ;  that  15 
the  reason  why  they  are  against  free  schools :  and  then  it  is  a  republican  measure.  If 
the  democratic  party  had  passed  that  bill,  I  am  sure  there  would  not  have  been  any 
opposition  to  it  in  that  State,  except  on  the  part  of  a  few  white  people  who  might  have 
object-ed  to  being  taxed  to  support  colored  schools.  The  great  opposition  to  it  is  1^- 
cause  '^  it  is  a  damned  radical  uee-school  system  ;"  that  is  the  way  it  is  spoken  of. 

Quotum.  Is  it  from  an  apprehension  that  the  negro  will  become  equal  to  white  men: 
or  is  it  from  hostility  to  the  negro,  and  a  desire  to  keep  him  down ;  or  is  it  botht 

Answer.  It  is  both. 

Question.  Have  you  heard  any  expression  of  opinion  in  relation  to  that  T  if  so,  state 
it. 

Answer.  I  will  give  the  expression  of  a  lady  in  our  neighborhood.  She  said  that  a 
white  man  who  taught  a  colored  school  ought  to  be  hung ;  that  he  should  not  s>botr 
his  fajce  among  white  people. 

Question.  WhyT 

Answer.  Because  it  was  disgraceful  to  teaoh  a  colored  school ;  and  a  white  man  dari" 
not  visit  the  house  of  a  colored  man  there  on  any  account,  or  they  would  not  allow 
him  to  visit  a  white  fSunily  again. 

Question.  In  relation  to  the  number  of  colored  schools  in  your  county ;  do  you  pre- 
tend to  speak  with  any  degree  of  accuracy  in  regard  to  that  T 

Answer.  I  do  not. 

Question.  Have  yon  had  your  attention  called  particularly  to  the  number  of  schools 
in  your  county  f 

Answer.  No,  sir;  I  only  judge  from  the  extent  of  territory. 

Question.  Is  or  is  not  that  stated  in  the  report  of  the  superintendent  of  education  in 
your  State  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  It  can  all  be  found  out  by  reference  to  that  report  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  it  can  all  be  found  out  by  reference  to  the  rejwrt  of  our  county 
sui>erintendent. 

Question.  You  have  mentioned  a  number  of  crimes  and  outrages  that  have  been  com- 
mitted in  Winston  County,  and  other  counties.  Have  you  hes^  of  any  prosecnrion  iu 
the  State  courts  for  them  ? 

Answer.  They  are  prosecuting  them  now  in  the  courts.  • 

Question.  In  the  State  courts  T 

Answer.  No,  sir;  in  the  United  States  courts.  It  is  almost  absurd  to  talk  about  pros- 
ecuting these  fellows  iu  the  State  courts,  because  they  dare  not  do  it.  Yon  cannot  fii:(l 
a  man  willing  to  walk  five  miles  from  his  home  to  give  evidence  agiiinst  the^ie  felloes 
iu  a  State  court. 
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{Question,  Now,  in  relation  to  your  acting  as  a  deputy  marshal ;  were  you  not  merely 
an  atisiBtant  T 

Jn8icer.  Simply  assisting  the  marshal  there. 

Question,  You  were  not  technically  and  legally  a  deputy  marshal  T 

Mieictr.  No,  sir. 

Qifi'irtioA.  You  mean  to  say,  then,  you  were  an  assistant  T 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

i}u^tu>n.  Now,  in  relation  to  the  attack  upon  yon  personally.  After  you  jumped  from 
the  window,  where  did  you  see  the  men  standiug  T 

Anstccr.  They  were  standing  around  the  house.  I  did  not  see  any  hut  those  who 
Ti^'ere  standing  at  the  window  and  ahont  there. 

QuestUm,  Yon  saw  two  at  the  window  T 

Answer,  Yes,  sir :  and  there  were  others  at  the  doors. 

Question.  How  far  off? 

Answer,  They  wore  just  around  the  house. 

Question.  Did  you  pass  them,  or  near  them  ? 

Anstrer.  As  I  jumped  from  the  window,  I  jumped  between  the  two  at  the  window. 

Question,  Where  were  the  others  t 

Answer,  There  were  three  doors  to  the  house,  and  they  were  guarding  the  doors. 

Question,  Who  fired  at  you  f 

Ansicer,  The  men  at  the  window^  they  yelled  and  fired  at  me. 

Question.  Where  did  the  shots  strike  f 

Ansicer,  Some  struck  the  ground  just  between  my  legs;  some  went  over  my  head.  I 
do  Qot  know  where  they  went.  The  last  time  they  shot  at  me,  when  I  was  escapiug 
from  them,  as  I  leaped  toe  fence,  a  little  branch  or  twig  rested  on  my  head,  and  one  ot 
the  shots  cut  off  the  branch  right  over  my  head. 

Question,  Did  they  say  anything  to  you  when  you  jumpe<l  ? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  I  knocked  the  man  down,  and  they  cried  out,  "  O,  God  danm  you, 
stop,"  and  they  commenced  to  fire  at  me.  I  did  not  stop,  of  course ;  I  went  into  ff  little 
wood  that  hid  me  from  their  view.  I  had  been  crying  out  up  to  that  time ;  but  when 
I  got  into  the  wood,  I  ceased  to  cry  aloud,  and  they  did  not  follow  me ;  probably  by 
my  not  crying  they  thought  they  had  kiUed  me. 

By  Mr.  Beck  : 

Question.  Where  were  you  when  you  came  here  f 

Ansu?er.  I  was  at  Oxford. 

Question.  Wei^  you  summoned  to  come  here  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir;  I  came  voluntarily. 

Question,  Without  a  summons  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  for  the  purpose  of  giving  testimony  before  this  committee. 

Question,  You  were  not  sent  lor  at  all  to  come  here  f 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  do  not  think  so. 

Question,  You  were  summoned  after  yon  had  come  to  Washington  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Where  did  you  prepare  the  little  book  you  have  been  referring  to  wliile 
giving  your  testimony  here;  at  Oxford  f 

Answer,  When  a  man  would  tell  me  at  Oxford  of  an  outrage,  I  would  take  down  his 
name. 

Question.  Where  at  Oxford  f    In  the  marshaPs  office  ? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir,  and  some  at  my  boarding-house. 

Question,  You  took  down  those  names  to  refresh  your  memory  when  you  came  heref 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

By  the  Chairman,  (Mr.  Poland  :) 

Question,  You  spoke  about  being  appointed  a  deputy  marshal.  You  were  employed 
by  the  marshal  merely  as  an  assistant  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir,  as  an  assistant. 

Question,  You  had  no  commission  as  deputy  marshal  f 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  You  were  not  sworn  as  an  officer  f 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  In  relation  to  your  schools;  the  board  of  school  directors  have  charge  of  the 
Bchools ;  they  are  all  under  their  direction,  are  they  f 

Anstoer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  And  they  decide  how  many  schools  there  shall  bo  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir;  they  have  the  power  to  determine  the  number  of  schools. 

Question,  And  they  decide  what  class  of  teachers  shall  be  employed  T 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  And  the  class  of  teachers  to  be  employed  depends  upon  the  size  of  the 
schools  somewhat  ? 
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Answer,  Tea,  sir. 

Question.  And  for  the  colored  schools  they  usaally  have  teachers  of  the  lowest  clusf 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  generally. 

Question.  That  is  a  matter  to  be  determined  by  the  board  of  school  directors  t 

Ansiver,  Well,  sir,  if  a  first-class  teacher  desires  to  take  a  colored  school,  they  will 
not  give  him  first-lass  prices.  He  can  take  it  if  he  wishes,  bat  they  will  give  him 
only  a  second  or  third-class  salary. 

Questum.  They  suppose  that  teachers  of  the  lowest  class,  with  low  salaiies,  are  suffi- 
cient for  colored  schools  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 


Washikgtok.  D.  C,  July  2S,  1671. 

EDWARD  E.  HOLMAN  sworn  and  examined. 

By  the  Chaikmak,  (Mr.  Pool  :) 
Question.  Where  do  yon  reside  t 

Answer.  At  Holly  Springs,  Marshall  County,  Mississippt 
Question.  How  long  have  yon  lived  in  Mississippi  t 
Answer.  Going  on  nineteen  years. 

By  Mr.  Cobubn  : 
Question,  What  is  your  agef 
Answer.  Twenty-six. 

By  theVTHAiRMAX,  (Mr.  Pool  :) 

Question.  What  is  your  occupation  f 

Answer.  I  am  a  farmer. 

Question,  State  anything  yon  know  with  regard  to  the  administration  of  the  lam, 
the  safety  of  life  and  property,  and  the  maintenance  of  order  in  yonr  section  of  the 
State. 

Answer.  It  is  very  peaceable  np  in  our  county.  In  Monroe  County,  De  Soto,  Lafayette, 
and  generally  in  the  extreme  northern  portion  of  the  State,  the  msgority  of  the  peopk 
seem  to  be  law-abiding.  Some  few  rowdies  favor  this  Kn-Klux  business;  but  as  a 
general  thing,  all  seem  to  be  law-abiding  people.    In  the  lower  part  of  the  State— the 

Srairie  counties — Chickasaw,  Choctaw,  Lowndes,  Noxubee,  Oktibbeha — that  is  where 
le  outrages  are  committed ;  that  is  where  the  Ku-Klnx  organization  seems  to  thrive. 

Question.  Have  there  been  any  Ku-Klux  operations  in  your  county  f 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  not  that  I  know  of  lately.  We  did  have  a  case  in  1868 — the  whip- 
ping of  a  colored  man :  bnt  it  never  amounted  to  much ;  there  was  not  mnch  notice 
taken  of  it.    That  is  all  I  have  heard  of  in  our  county. 

Question.  Have  you,  either  from  your  own  knowledge,  or  from  sources  upon  which 
you  rely.  Information  of  outrages  committed,  or  of  any  disturbance  to  life  or  propertj 
in  your  State  f    If  so,  let  the  committee  have  it. 

Answer.  1  was  on  the  grand  jury  at  Oxford,  Mississippi,  for  five  weeks. 

Question.  When  was  that  t 

Answer.  We  commenced  the  first  Monday  of  last  June. 

QitesOon.  In  what  court  f 

Ansicer.  The  United  States  court. 

Question.  State  any  information  that  yon  obtained  in  that  way. 

Answer.  I  recollect  a  great  many  of  the  cases  that  came  up  before  us,  where  parties 
had  been  whipped,  and  would  exhibit  their  backs  to  us.  Of  course  I  remember  their 
cases  very  well.  There  were  several  cases  where  parties  had  been  threatened  and 
driven  off.  One  man's  name  was  Eckels.  A  party  of  disguised  men  came  to  his  hoa»e. 
I  think  about  the  middle  of  May ;  I  know  it  had  not  been  done  long,  because  his  back 
was  sore  then.  He  came  there  and  testified  that  the  Ku-Klux  had  come  to  his  hoa<e 
and  called  him  out ;  he  would  not  go  out ;  they  then  tried  to  break  the  door  down.  He 
jumped  up  in  his  night  clothes,  ran  to  the  door  and  opened  it.  As  he  o|>ened  it,  a  Ku- 
Klux,  in  disguise,  aSoi  at  him ;  the  ball  passed  his  ear,  taking  ofl'  the  hair  from  the  side 
of  his  head,  and  passed  over  his  wite  and  child,  who  were  asleep  in  bed,  and  bit  the 
wall.  Three  or  four  of  them  grabbed  him,  dragged  him  out,  and  took  him  three  or 
four  hundred  yards  from  the  house.  One  of  them  staid  at  the  bouse  to  keep  Iho 
women  from  coming  out.  I  believe  they  cursed  him,  and  told  him,  "  Damn  it,  we  have 
yon  now."  They  took  him  down  thero  in  his  drawers.  I  think  they  stripped  him,  and 
whipped  him  very  badly.  He  said  they  whipped  him  with  hickory  poles  about  ten 
feet  long.  Two  or  three  would  get  hold  of  one  of  these  poles  and  lay  it  on.  His  wife 
ran  out  and  clung  to  him,  and  tried  to  prevent  them  from  whipping  him.  They  told 
her  they  would  shoot  her  if  she  did  not  go  back  to  the  house.    They  beat  him  till  be 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


MISSISSIPPI.  343 

could  not  halloo  any  longer.  The  Ku-Klux  left  ;  and  his  folks  *broTight  him  into  the 
house. 

Question.  How  many  men  were  engaged  in  that  aftair  f 

Answer.  He  said  ho  thought  there  were  from  ten  to  twelve,  hut  could  not  state  for 
certain  how  many  ;  he  thought  there  were  some  in  the  bushes ;  but  he  said  there  were 
certainly  ten  or  twelve. 

Question,  Were  they  in  disguise  ? 

Ausicer.  O,  yes,  sir ;  they  were  all  disguised.  He  says,  though,  that  ho  recognized 
the  one  that  whipped  him  ;  I  do  not  recollect  his  name. 

Question.  How  w^ere  they  disguised  f 

Answer.  They  bad  cloth  garments  over  them,  something  like  a  long  sack — supposed 
to  he  a  sheet,  and  white  masks  over  their  faces.  Some  nad  on  hats  with  horns  and 
other  fixings.  But  most  of  them  would  have  a  cape  to  their  sheet,  and  would  brinv  it 
right  over  their  faces,  and  then  put  their  hats  on  their  heads. 

Queation.  Did  they  go  on  horseback  T 

Answer.  O,  yes ;  they  were  supposed  to  be  on  horseback.  He  said  they  hitched  their 
horses  out  by  hi^  gate,  he  thought. 

By  Mr.  Coburn  : 

Question.  Were  they  armed  1 

Answer.  O,  yes,  six ;  they  were  all  armed. 

Question.  What  with  1 

Anstcer.  Revolvers.    I  don't  think  he  saw  any  guns  at  a9.    AM  had  side  ai-ms— pistols. 

By  the  Chairman,  (Mr.  Pool:) 

Question.  How  badly  did  they  whip  him  t 

Anstcer.  They  whipped  him  until  he  could  not  halloo ;  they  whipped  the  breath  out 
of  him. 

Question.  Did  j-ou  see  his  back  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  I  saw  his  back.  We  requested  him  to  take  off  his  coat  and  vest 
and  pull  up  his  shirt.  His  baok  was  all  covered  with  scars  and  lumps  and  knots  where 
they  had  beaten  him. 

Question.  In  what  county  was  that  done  f 

Answer.  I  forget  what  county.  Mr.  Warmouth,  one  of  the  jurymen,  was  from  the 
same  place,  and  a  next  neighbor  to  him.  They  are  afraid  to  go  back  any  more.  I  think 
they  are  in  Oxford  yet. 

Question,  Did  he  state  whether  there  had  been  other  whippings  in  that  section  of  the 
State  r 

Answer.  O,  yes,  sir ;  he  said  that  there  had  been  a  general  whipping  all  around.  They 
called  themselves  "  regulators"  and  were  "cleaning  out  things."  They  would  go  to  a 
man's  house  and  ask  him  if  anything  needed  *'  regulating"  about  there,  that  if  it  did  thoy 
would  "  straighten  it  out." 

Question.  What  did  tl}ey  whip  this  man  for  f 

Answer.  I  believe  it  was  because  he  said  ho  was  not  in  favor  of  Kn-Klux.  They  had 
asked  him  several  times  if  he  was  in  favor  of  Ku-Klux ;  his  neighbors  passing  along 
would  ask  him  this,  and  he  would  tell  them  that  he  was  not.  I  suppose  they  wanted 
to  get  him  out  of  the  neighborhood,  and  took  that  way  of  running  him  off. 

Question.  You  say  he  spoke  of  other  whippings  in  that  county  t 

Anstcer.  Yes,  sir;  he  said  he  had  heard  of^  several  being  whipped  in  his  immediate 
neighborhood. 

Question.  Was  he  a  white  man  ? 

Anmcer.  Yes,  sir.  He  had  a  family ;  and  his  wife  and  daughter  both  came  up  and 
gave  their  testimony.  If  I  recollect  aright  I  think  his  wife  pulled  up  her  sleeve  and 
showed  where  one  of  the  Ku-Klux  had  wrenched  her  arm.  She  said  they  had  put  a 
pistol  to  her  head  and  threatened  to  shoot  her  if  she  hallooed. 

Question.  What  did  they  tell  him  was  the  reason  for  the  attack  t 

Answer.  1  believe  they  said  to  him,  "  You  are  one  that  ain't  in  favor  of  Ku-Klux  ;  we 
have  been  wanting  to  get  hold  of  you  for  a  long  time."  \ 

Question.  Is  he  a  republican  T 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  he  is  considered  a  good  Union  man. 

Question.  Is  he  a  republican  f  ' 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  about  that.  He  told  me  he  was  not  in  favor  of  Ku-Kluxisni. 
He  is  a  poor  man,  and  I  should  think  he  would  be  a  republican  if  he  is  not. 

Question.  Did  they  say  anything  to  him  about  politics  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  don't  think  tney  did.  I  think  the  most  they  got  after  him  for  wvlh 
that  he  was  a  man  that  was  not  in  favor  of  the  Ku-Klnx,  or  was  not  afraid  of  Ku-Khix, 
or  something  like  that ;  and  they  came  around  to  show  him  that  they  would  regulate 
-things  generally. 

Question.  Can  3'ou  state  any  other  cases  which  were  brought  before  you  from  that 
county  ?    • 
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Justcer.  There  was  Warmoiith's  case.  I  think  in  his  case  threats  were  the  principal 
thing:  I  don't  know  whether  they  did  him  any  personal  injury.  He  was  a  jarymau 
afterward ;  we  put  him  on  the  Jury  ;  he  was  afraid  to  go  heme.  He  has  a  steam-mi !i 
<lown  there ;  and  I  helieve  they  told  him  the  hest  thing  he  could  do  was  not  to  pat  up 
that  steam-mill,  for  if  he  did  he  could  not  run  it  long. 

Question.  Who  is  Warmouth  ? 

Answer,  He  was  a  Juryman  on  our  jury. 

Question,  A  white  man  ? 

Answer.  O,  yes,  sir. 

Question.  Has  he  been  living  in  Mississippi  a  long  time  T 

Answer.  O,  yes,  sir ;  he  is  an  old  citizen. 

Question.  What  did  they  do  to  him  T 

Answer.  I  think  threats  were  the  principal  thing.  They  drove  him  to  Oxford :  I 
believe  they  were  around  his  house  several  nights.  I  think  that  was  his  statement. 
They  got  him  worked  up  to  such  a  state  of  mind  that  he  concluded  that  they  would 
kill  him  anyhow  if  he  staid  there,  so  he  came  to  Oxford  and  reported. 

Question.  Is  he  a  republican  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  he  is  a  good  republican. 

Question.  What  was  the  complaint  against  him  t 

Answer.  Well,  I  don't  know,  unless  it  was  his  politics.  I  don*t  know  what  el^. 
They  asked  him,  I  believe,  if  he  was  in  favor  of  Kn-Elux,  &c.  He  told  them  no.  hv 
was  opposed  to  all  such  things.  They  seemed  to  take  a  notion  to  go  round  and  fan  ont 
these  fellows. 

By  Mr.  CoBURN : 
Question.  How  long  before  the  session  of  the  grand  jury  did  this  thing  happen  T 
Answer.  I  think  it  was  in  May ;  it  had  just  freshly  happened. 

By  the  Chairman,  (Air.  Pool  :) 

Question.  Did  it  occur  after  he  had  been  summoned  to  servo  on  the  ^and  jury  f 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  we  put  him  on  the  grand  jury  after  he  got  there,  I  think,  as  we  did 
two  others  whose  names  I  cannot  think  of. 

Question,  Did  he  mention  any  other  cases  as  having  occurred  in  his  county  T 

Answer.  No,  sir;  he  simply  corroborated  the  statement  of  this  other  man  about  gen- 
eral whipping  around  there.  He  had  heard  of  several  whippings  in  that  neighbor- 
hood— **  regulating  things,"  as  they  called  it. 

Question.  Whippings  of  colored  people  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  and  threatening  whites. 

Question.  State  any  other  case  that  came  before  you. 

Answer.  There  was  a  whipping  up  on  the  railroad  at  Corinth.  Some  railroad  hands 
(the  name  of  their  section  boss  was,  I  think,  Hanlin  or  Hanley)  were  going  home  from 
their  work  about  sundown  one  night.  One  of  the  colored  men  was  overtaken  by  a 
disguised  party  of  men,  Kn-KInx,  who  tied  his  hands  and  feet  to  the  rails ;  they  then 
got  a  ten-foot  pole,  and  each  one  hit  him  so  many  licks  apiece ;  they  beae  him  until  be 
could  not  halloo.  Some  of  them  testified  that  they  left  him  there  for  the  cars  to  run  over, 
but  for  some  reason  they  loosened  him  till  the  cars  passed.  They  then  went  to  the  section- 
house,  where  the  tools  were  stored.  A  lot  of  other  colored  men  were  there,  and  they 
took  them  all  out  and  whipped  them.  This  colored  man  that  they  tied  to  the  raiN. 
they  said  he  had  a  pistol  at  his  house,  and  these  men  went  down  to*  his  house,  a  short 
distance  from  the  road,  to  hunt  for  his  pistol.  It  was  also  stated  that  they  went  to 
Hanley's  house  and  got  a  rope  to  tie  him  with.  They  came  back  after  a  while.  I  beUev^ 
they  carried  them  all  up  the  tosuA  a  piece  and  turned  them  loose,  saying  to  them,  ^  B*' 
goo<l  boys  and  it  will  be  all  right." 

Question.  How  many  were  whipped  on  that  occasion  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know,  exactly — only  four  or  five. 

Question.  How  many  men  were  present  T 

Answer.  He  said  there  were  six  disguised  men,  and  he  thinks  there  were  some 
eight  or  ten  others  that  guarded  the  negroes,  while  they  went  to  hunt  for  the  pistol. 

Question.  How  many  were  engaged  in  whipping  these  men  f 

Awneer.  He  stated  that  they  all  hit  him  so  many  licks  apiece. 

Question.  How  many  disguised  men  were  present  altogether  f 

Answer.  We  just  had  to  guess  the  best  way  we  could.  He  knew  there  were  six  there, 
and  he  thought  there  were  ten  more  who  guarded  the  colored  men ;  that  would  makt? 
sixteen.    I  think  that  is  about  the  number  he  said  there  was. 

Question.  Can  you  state  anything  further  in  regard  to  that  affair  f 

Answer.  That  is  about  as  far  as  we  went.  I  believe  he  showed  us  his  back  where  be 
was  whipped. 

Question.  Were  there  any  other  whippings  in  that  neighborhoo<l  T 

Atmcer.  Not  that  we  heard  of.  That  was  the  principal  case.  They  had  threatened 
thi-HC"  colored  men  several  times  previous,  and  finally  they  went  there  and  gave  tbeni 
this  whipping. 
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Question,  What  did  they  whip  these  colored  men  for  ? 

Answer.  I  don't  know.  The  only  satisfaction  they  gave  them  was  to  tell  them  to 
**  go  home  and  bo  good  boys  after  this,  and  not  to  be  saucy/' 

Question.  Was  anything  said  about  their  politics  f 

Anstcer.  No,  sir ;  nothing  of  that  sort. 

Question,  State  any  other  case. 

Answer.  There  was  a  gentleman  l.j  the  name  of  Mr.  Lee,  a  grand  juryman,  who  got 
up  in  the  grand  jury  room  and  stated  what  he  knew.  He  said  that  some  time  in  Feb- 
ruary, I  think  it  was— either  in  February  or  March  of  this  year— some  of  his  neighbors 
wanted  to  kill  a  colored  man  on  his  place ;  I  do  not  know  for  what;  but  they  offered 
money  to  a  colored  man  who  goes  by  the  name  of  '*  Confederate  Sam/'  so  he  testifies, 
to  get  this  other  colored  man  out  from  his  cabin  over  to  his  housCi  so  that  they  could 
get  to  shoot  him.  '^  Confederate  Sam  "  finally  took  the  offer  and  got  the  colored  man 
over  there,  and  the  negro  was  eventually  shot  at  that  house.  I  wlieve  he  was  killed 
right  in  fitint  of  the  house.  They  then  had  a  coroner's  examination  the  next  morning. 
One  of  the  parties  who  killed  him  was  a  doctor,  whose  name  I  do  not  remember.  Mr. 
Lee  named  him  And  several  men  who,  ho  was  pretty  sure,  had  a  hand  in  the  killing. 
There  was  some  grudge  against  the  colored  man,  I  believe,  for  some  reason  ;  and  in 
the  next  place  they  were  mad  with  him  because  he  lel^.  this  doctor's  place  and  went  to 
work  on  the  place  of  Mr.  Lee,  who  was  a  good  Union  man.  Mr.  Lee  killed  some  three 
or  four  men  soon  after  the  surrender,  who  came  tlwre  to  drive  him  off  because  he  was 
a  Union  man.  He  got  his  gun  out  and  blazed  away  at  them,  and  brought  down  three. 
Mr.  Lee  and  Judge  Hill  were  talking  about  the  affair.  Ho  said  he  recoflected  Lee  very 
well.  Lee  was  a  good  Union  man,  and  th&se  men  were  mad  to  think  that  this  negro 
had  gone  to  work  on  his  place,  and  would  not  stay  with  them. 

Queision.  How  many  men  were  present  when  this  negro  was  shotf 

Answer.  I  don't  know.  I  think  *'  Confederate  Sam  "  said  ho  was  too  much  scared  to 
go  oyer  and  see  about  it.  Mr.  Lee,  with  a  coroner  and  some  four  or  five  others,  went 
over  next  morning  to  see  the  body.  I  believe  the  finding  was,  that  the  negro  came  to 
his  death  by  a  shot  from  a  gun. 

Question,  Were  the  men  in  disguise  ? 

Answer,  I  do  not  know ;  I  think  Mr.  Lee  testified  they  were.  • 

Question.  When  did  that  case  occur  t 

Ansuxr.  I  think  it  occurred  in  February  or  March ;  I  cannot  say  which. 

Question,  Can  yon  relate  any  other  occurrence  of  similar  character  in  that  neighbor- 
hood f 

Answer.  That  is  all  that  I  remember  about  Corinth.  There  was  another  case  there, 
where  a  store  was  broken  into.  A  young  man  turned  State's  evidence,  and  said  that 
he  had  been  on  several  raids,  whipping  and  one  thin^  or  another ;  that  they  asked  him 
to  go  into  it ;  that  when  he  got  in  he  tound  himself  m  a  bad  box;  so  he  turned  State's 
evidence  in  regard  to  buying  whisky  several  times  from  a  gentleman's  store  and  not 
paying  for  it. 

Question.  Who  bought  whisky  without  paying  for  it  ? 

Answer,  These  three  or  four  Ku-Klux.  The  young  man  turned  State's  evidence  on 
them.    I  think  ho  is  about  eighteen  years  old  ;  his  nome  is  in  Tennessee. 

Question,  What  did  he  state  about  the  matter  f 

Answer.  He  stated  that  they  had  bought  the  whisky  and  that  they  whipped  some 
men  there. 

Question.  Who  bought  the  whisky  f 

Answer  These-  Ku-Klux  men  (I  am  trying  to  think  of  their  names)  came  there  in 
disguise  and  bought  the  whisky. 

Question.  How  many  f 

Ansicer,  I  think  he  said  four  of  them.  They  said  they  were  Ku-Klux,  going  out  on  a 
little  ride ;  that  they  would  be  around  again  and  would  pay  him.  The  gentleman  had 
a  store,  I  think,  three  or  four  miles  north  of  Corinth ;  he  Kept  groceries  and  one  thing 
or  another.  They  played  off  that  trick  on  him  two  or  three  times,  getting  whisky 
without  paying  for  it ;  and  they  went  around  and  whipped  two  or  tmree  persons  on 
two  or  three  different  nights.  Finally,  I  believe,  they  came  to  this  man  who  kept  the 
store  and  threatened  to  shoot  him.  So  he  was  brought  to  Oxford  to  testify  against 
those  fellows.  He  had  them  arrested,  and  then  this  young  man  came  up  and  tmned 
State's  evidence. 

QuesUon.  What  did  they  do  to  the  man  who  kept  the  store  t 

Answer.  Tho  most  they  did  to  him  was  to  threaten  him  and  refuse  to  pav  for  what 
they  got ;  I  forget  whether  they  broke  into  his  store  or  not.  I  think  he  said  they  beat 
on  the  door,  so  that  he  was  afraid  they  would  beat  it  in,  and  he  had  to  let  them  in. 

Question,  Were  there  only  four  men  present  f 

Answer.  Four  men,  all  disguised.  The  evidence  of  the  gentleman  who  owns  tho 
store,  and  of  the  young  man  who  turned  State's  evidence,  agreed  all  through. 

Question.  Did  the  man  who  tuiiied  State's  evidence  belong  to  the  Ku-Klux  ? 

Ansuser.  Yes,  sir. 
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Qnestion,  Did  he  say  tbero  were  bnt  four  ? 

Anstctr.  He  said  that  those  four  were  all  who  were  there ;  but  he  said  there  were 
othera  who  belonged.  He  said  he  belonged  in  Tenuessce ;  that  he  had  Just  come  dowu 
on  a  visit ;  that  they  asked  him  to  go  along,  and  he  did  not  think  there  was  much  harm 
in  it. 

Qaeaiion.  Did  he  mention  the  number  who  belonged  to  the  order  in  Tennessee? 

Anstcer.  He  said  there  had  been  a  good  many  up  there,  but  he  did  not  think  there 
were  many  now.  He  had  belonged  to  the  Ku-Klux  up  in  Tennessee,  and  came  down  to 
,  Mississippi  on  a  visit,  and  those  friends  of  his  got  him  into  it. 

Question,  Did  ho  say  he  was  on  two  or  three  raids  in  Mississippi  f 

Anstcer.  Yes,  sir;  two  or  three,  around  Corinth,  there. 

Question.  What  did  they  do  those  two  or  three  nights  t 

Antcer,  The^  whipped  two  or  three  colored  people. 

QiMSiion.  Did  he  tell  how  they  whipped  them  f 

An$Hfer.  No,  sir ;  with  bushes,  I  think  he  said. 

Question,  Did  ho  give  the  names  of  those  whipped  ? 

Answer.  I  think  he  did ;  I  am  pretty  sure  he  did;  but  I  don't  remember  their  names. 

Qiiestion.  Did  he  state  what  the  Ku-Klux  organization  was  formed  for  T 

Anstcer,  To  "  regulate  things.'*    They  call  tl^mselves  "  regulators." 

Question.  To  ^^  regulate  things"  how  T 

^11910^.  Well,  to  suit  themselves. 

Question.  What  sort  of  things  were  they  to  regulate  t 

Answer.  Well,  if  a  colored  man  was  not  doing  to  suit  them— that  is,  if  they  thought 
he  had  no  business  working  on  a  certain  man's  place,  and  the^  took  a  notion  that  they 
wanted  him,  they  would  have  him,  or  they  would  run  him  off.  Their  object  is  just  to 
keep  the  state  of  ajQfairs  according  to  their  notion. 

Question.  Was  anything  said  about  politics  or  voting  f 

Answer.  No,  sir :  nothing  was  said  about  that.  One  object  seemed  to  be  robbei?. 
He  said  he  thought  they  just  pitched  in  to  make  money. 

Question.  Did  yon  have  before  you  any  other  cases  of  whipping  from  other  portions 
of  the  State  T 

Anstcer.  I  have  stated  about  all  I  recollect  now.  There  were  a  great  many  cases: 
we  heard  so  many  witnesses  that  we  would  be  in  the  court-room  at  7  o'clock  in  the 
morning  and  would  stay  there,  sometimes,  till  9  o'clock  at  night,  only  stopping  half  an 
hour  for  dinner. 

Question.  Tell  us  what  you  heard  during  that  session  of  the  grand  jury  f 

Answer.  There  was  so  much  came  before  us  that  I  cannot  recollect,  except  these  par- 
ticular cases,  where  the  parties  would  exhibit  their  backs.  Several  colored  men  came 
there  and  showed  us  their  backs  where  they  had  been  whipped. 

Qtiestum.  Did  witnesses  come  1>efore  you  from  different  parts  of  the  Stjite  T 

Answer.  Oh,  yes,  sir,  from  all  around;  and  they  were  afraid  to  go  back.  They  are 
just  staying  in  Oxford  now  at  the  expense  of  the  Government.  It  would  never  do  for 
them  to  go  back  after  testifying. 

By  Mr.  Buckley: 

Question.  Why  not  t 

Answer.  Well,  if  they  went  home,  I  do  not  believe  they  would  ever  be  able  to  come 
back  again.  They  would  make  way  with  them  ;  or,  if  they  did  not  make  way  with 
them,  they  would  devil  them  so  much  that  they  would  have  no  peace. 

By  the  Chairmait,  (Mr.  Pool  :) 

Question.  Did  the  witnesses  b^jre  you  report  any  other  cases  of  whipping  T 

Answer.  No,  sir,  not  that  I  can  think  of. 

QueMi&n.  Were  there  only  three  or  four  cases  of  whipping  in  the  whole  State  t 

Anstcer.  Oh,  no ;  it  was  whipping  all  over. 

Question.  How  many  cases  of  whipping  were  there  f 

Anstcer.  I  think  that  there  were  twenty  cases  that  they  reported— whipping  anfl 
shooting,  too.  Sometimes  they  would  whip  them,  and  sometimes  they  would  take 
them  out  and  shoot  them.  There  was  one  case  in  which  a  man  named  Solomon  Triplet 
was  murdered. 

Question.  State  all  yon  know  of  that  case. 

Anstcer.  He  was  a  colored  man,  who,  I  think,  lived  on  old  Jack  Triplet's  place. 

Question.  When  was  this  murder  committed? 

Anstcer.  It  was  done  this  year. 

Question,  Where? 

Answer.  At  Macon. 

Question.  State  what  you  know  about  that  case. 

Attswer.  A  body  of  disguised  men  came  there,  called  him  out,  and  took  him  off. 

Question.  Who  did  that? 

Anstc-er.  The  Ku-Klux— a  disguised  body  of  men. 

Question.  How  many  were  present  ? 
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AMwer.  There  is  no  telliu^  how  many.  One  of  the  witnesses  testified  that  there 
were  thirty,  and  another  said  there  were  fifty.  We  could  not  arrive  at  the  correct 
number. 

Question.  Did  they  go  to  his  house  at  night  ? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  they  went  to  his  house  at  night,  called  him  out,  and  carried  him 
away  off  into  the  woods :  I  believe  they  carried  him  quite  a  distance— out  of  hearing. 
They  wound  around  in  the  bushes  and  thickets  for  a  wliile,  until  finally  they  came  ^ 
a  stand.  The^  had  three  or  four  colored  men  go  along  with  them  to  get  him  out. 
They  put  white  clothes  on  these  colored  men,  armed  them  with  pistols,  and  put  then^ 
on  horseback. 

Question.  How  did  they  get  these  colored  men  to  go  with  them  f 

Answer.  They  took  them  by  force  and  told  them  they  must  go  along.  They  took 
this  colored  man,  bound  his  hands,  and  carried  him  off  into  the  woods.  1  believe  they 
tied  a  rope  round  his  neck.  One  of  the  witnesses  testified  that  they  hung  him  up  and 
let  him  down  again ;  another  said  that  ho  did  not  think  they  hung  him  up  at  all,  but 
just  led  him  along.  They  took  the  bed-cord  from  a  bed  in  the  house.  When  they  got 
t-o  the  place  where  they  stopped  they  stood  him  up  and  made  two  of  these  colored  men, 
who  turned  State's  evidence^  take  guns  and  help  shoot  him  down.  One  said  he  refused 
to  shoot,  and  they  pushed  him  out  of  the  way  and  let  the  others  stand  there.  He 
thinks  tuere  were  some  five  or  six  who  shot  all  at  one  time  and  killed  the  man. 

Question.  Were  there  fifty  persons  present  when  that  was  doneT 

Answer.  No,  sir.  A  large  number  stood  back  with  their  horses ;  and  the  three  or  four 
colored  men,  and  the  same  number,  1 8upx>ose,  of  white  men,  went  on  away  from  the  others, 
and  shot  the  man.  They  shot  him  down,  knocked  his  head  in — ^broke  it  with  a  hoe  or 
something  of  that  kind ;  and  I  think  one  of  them  states  that  they  cut  his  insides  out. 
Another  one  does  not  state  that ;  they  do  not  agree  very  well  on  that  point.  Bat  at 
any  rate  ho  was  shot,  his  head  was  knocked  in,  and  when  found  he  had  a  rope  tied 
round  his  neck.  A  colored  man,  the  nest  neighbor  on  the  plantation,  heard  the  shoot- 
ing and  followed  them  up.  He  was  one  of  the  witnesses  for  the  State.  He  followed 
them  up  so  far  as  he  dared,  to  see  where  they  were,  and  then  ran  home.  I  do  not  remem- 
ber his  last  name ;  his  first  name  is  Jehu.  It  rained  that  night.  The  next  morning 
he  jumped  up  and  followed  the  tracks,  until  he  came  to  the  place  where  he  had  seen 
the  main  body  of  men  staying  back,  while  eight  or  ten  went  ahead  into  the  thicket. 
He  found  a  place  where  he  noticed  some  fresh  dirt.  He  went  up  to  it,  and  on  the  top 
he  found  some  leaves.  He  raked  the  leaves  off.  He  made  one  pretty  light  grab,  but 
did  not  see  anything ;  he  went  a  little  deeper,  and  after  making  two  or  three  srabs,  he 
got  hold  of  a  man's  beard.  He  knew  rignt  off  that  this  was  the  man  who  had  been 
taken  off.  He  dropped  everything  and  ran,  and  never  stopped  till  he  got  home.  He 
reported  the  fact  to  the  man  on  whose  place  he  was  living.  A  body  of  men  went  with 
the  coroner  and  this  colored  man.  I  think  they  went  out  t'O  hold  an  inquest.  Wlieu 
they  got  to  the  place  they  found  the  body  of  a  man  in  a  little  grave.  He  had  been 
buried  about  a  foot  and  a  half  in  the  ground.  He  had  a  rope  around  his  neck,  and 
his  head  was  broken  in.    This  was  all  that  Jehu  could  testify. 

Question.  Who  were  engaged  in  that  murder  t 

Answer.  These  Ku-Klux.  He  gave  some  names;  I  cannot  remember  them;  but  thev 
were  the  same  men  that  were  in  this  scrape  and  several  others.  They  were  all 
indicted.  In  each  indictment  there  would  be  pretty  much  the  same  parties.  I  think 
Charlie  Doss  was  called  the  captain  of  that  squad. 

Question.  Where  was  that  T 

Answer.  Down  close  to  Macon. 

Question.  Did  you  hear  of  any  other  outrages  committed  by  disguised  men  in  that 
neighborhood  or  locality  T 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  but  I  cannot  state  them  with  accuracy. 

Question,  How  many  of  such  cases— many  t 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  lliere  were  four  other  murder  cases.  I  cannot  recollect  the  names 
of  the  parties,  or  exactly  how  they  were  killed.   I  know  that  most  of  them  were  shot. 

Question.  Were  thev  all  colored  men  who  were  killed  f 

Answer.  All  colored  men. 

Question.  Were  they  killed  by  men  In  disguise  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  This  same  "  Charlie  Doss  crowd,"  as  they  were  called,  were  every 
one  of  them  in  six  different  true  bills,  which  we  found  for  conspiracy. 

Question.  Were  these  killings  done  at  different  times,  or  all  on  one  night  f 

Answer.  They  were  all  done  within  a  month ;  there  would  be  two  or  three  days  be- 
tween one  and  another ;  they  raa  straight  along. 

Question.  What  did  those  men  have  against  Triplet  f 

Answer.  1  don't  know ;  I  cannot  say  what.  I  thmk  there  was  an  old  grudge,  though. 
That  is  what  one  of  the  witnesses  said ;  that  his  master,  old  Jack  Triplet,  iiad  an  old 
grudge  against  him  and  took  that  way  of  settling  it.  There  is  one  circumstance  about 
this  old  man,  Jack  Triplet ;  they  say  ne  had  children  by  this  colored  man's  wife ;  that 
Solomon  Triplet  lived  on  his  place;  and  it  is  probable  that  that  may  have  had  some- 
thing to  do  with  putting  him  out  of  the  way. 
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Question,  Was  there  any  -whippinia;  by  that  crowd  f 

Answer.  Yea,  sir ;  several  whippings.  We  would  ask  the  witnesses  whether  th«y 
knew  any  other  whipping ;  and  they  would  always  say  that  they  heard  of  plenty 
more,  but  that  they  could  simply  tell  the  localities ;  that  they  did  not  know  any  names ; 
that  they  had  heard  of  this  and  that. 

Qitesiian.  From  how  many  different  counties  do  you  suppose  you  had  witnesses  before 
you  in  that  investigation  ? 

Answer,  From  Chickasaw,  Choctaw,  Lowndes,  Oktibbeha.  Noxubee,  and  Pontotoc. 

Question,  Any  other  counties  f 

Answer,  I  do  not  recoUect  any  more.  Almost  all  the  devilment  was  in  Noxubets 
Lowndes,  and  Octibl>eha.  Right  down  there  seemed  to  be  the  nest  of  these  operatiooK. 
That  is  a  prairie  country,  most  of  it. 

Question.  How  many  persons  were  indicted  by  your  grand  jury  at  the  last  United 
States  court  t 

Answer,  I  think  we  found  thirty-nine  true  bills.  There  were  five,  ten,  fifteen,  an«l 
sometimes  as  many  as  twenty-five,  in  one  indictment.  There  were,  I  think,  five  bills 
in  cases  connected  with  the  revenue;  but  there  were  thirty-nice  against  Kn-Klax. 

QuesUon,  While  these  investigations  were  going  on,  were  you  present  at  the  session  of 
Judge  HilFs  court  f 

Answer,  No,  sir;  that  was  impossible,  because  the  grand  ju^  was  sitting  at  the  same 
time.  As  a  general  thing,  we  were  kept  busy  all  the  time.  Our  district  attorney  was 
nearly  workeid  to  death,  he  had  so  much  to  do. 

Question.  Did  the  witnesses  before  you  represent  the  eifect  these  operations  of  the 
Ku-Klux  had  in  the  community  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  They  said  almost  everybody  feared  them  who  was  not  in  league 
with  them  and  did  not  favor  the  Ku-Klux.  Of  course  people  were  afraid  of  them,  for 
they  did  not  know  whom  they  would  pitch  into  next,  or  what  they  would  do.  The 
most  reason  that  they  would  assign  for  this  whipping  and  so  forth,  where  there  were 
any  schools,  was  that  they  were  determined  to  breaK  up  this  school  business— that 
they  were  not  going  to  have  any  schools  goin^  on,  especially  among  the  negroes. 

Question.  Did  you  notice  whether  the  operations  of  this  organization  were  directed 
principally  against  colored  men  f 

Answer,  They  were  principally  against  colored  men.  Whenever  they  conld  catch  a 
white  republican  who  was  not  in  fovor  of  the  Ku-Klux  business,  they  would  generally 
find  a  way  to  get  rid  of  him,  or  oust  him  in  some  way. 

Question.  Was  there  any  disturbance  of  the  court  while  it  was  in  session  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  State  the  particulars  of  that  occurrence. 

Answer.  If  you  want  me  to  state  them  on  my  personal  knowledge,  I  cannot  do  it. 
'      Question.  State  what  yon  heard. 

Answer.  One  day  I  left  the  jury-room ;  we  had  a<]lJoumed  tiU  5  o'clock.  The  habeas 
corpus  case  was  going  on.  They  wanted  to  liberate  these  prisoners  on  bonds.  The 
hearing  of  that  case  was  going  on.  All  of  us,  of  course,  were  interested  to  see  whether 
our  work  was  going  to  amount  to  anything ;  we  did  not  want  it  all  thrown  away ;  if 
it  was,  we  proposed  to  stop  at  once  and  hear  no  more  cases.  While  that  case  waspro- 
ceediug  we  heard  that  Colonel  Lamar  addressed  the  judge  to  have  a  man  named  Wiss- 
ler  arrested.  He  said  he  believed  him  to  be  a  dangerous  man,  and  he  wanted  him 
arrested.  Wissler  had  been  sitting  on  the  steps  listening  to  the  judge.  He  got  up  and 
was  w.ilking  out  of  the  hall  on  tip-toe,  when  Lamar  said,  ^*  Arrest  that  man.^  Wissler 
turned  and  quietly  sat  down.  Lamar  told  him  very  impudently  to  sit  down,  and  he 
did  sit  down.  Lamar  went  on  to  make  a  tirade  against  him,  representing  him  as  one 
of  the  worst  men  in  the  country.  He  said  he  had  come  down  there  to  swear  these  men's 
lives  away.  After  he  had  finished  speaking,  Mr.  Wissler  got  up  to  address  the  judge. 
He  said,  "  If  your  honor  please,  if  I  have  insiilted  this  man,  I  apologize  for  it.^  Before 
he  had  got  out  more  than  a  few  words  Lamar  took  a  chair  and  told  him  to  sit  down  or 
he  would  make  him  do  it.  One  of  the  deputies  ran  up  and  told  Lamar  to  keep  the 
peace.  Lamar  told  him  to  go  away,  saying,  '*  How  dare  you  approach  me  f  ^  Then  tbe 
United  States  marshal,  Mr.  Pierce,  advanced  to  him,  ordering  him  to  keep  the  peace. 
As  soon  as  he  got  within  striking  distance  Lamar  struck  him  and  knocked  him  down. 
He  fell  into  a  chair,  or  he  would  have  faUeu  to  the  ground.  Then  there  was  all  hubbub 
in  the  court  for  some  time.  You  could  not  hear  your  ears  for  the  stamping  and  hal- 
looing and  cheering. 

Q,u4xtUm.  Who  did  that  t 

Answer,  The  prisoners.  Three  of  the  prisoners  jumped  up  and  began  to  hurrah.  The 
citizens  took  part  also.  You  could  not  tell  exactly  who  it  was,  there  was  such  a  hur- 
rah and  excitement.  I  believe  there  were  three  soldiers  guarding  the  passage-way,  to 
keep  the  prisoners  from  making  their  escape.  In  the  mean  time  Mr.  £mery,  the  fore- 
man of  the  grand  jury,  went  down  and  got  some  troops  and  quelled  the  disturbance. 
Then  Judge  Hill  had  Lamar's  name  stricken  from  the  roll  of  attorneys. 

Question.  Was  Lamar  defending  the  prisoners  T 
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Anstver,  Yes,  sir ;  he  was  counsel  for  the  Kn-KIux.  One  of  the  lawyers— I  am  trying 
to  think  of  his  name— who  was  defending  the  Ku-K1uk,  told  them  that  if  they  did  not 
go  back  and  take  their  seats  (some  of  them  had  rushed  over  the  har)  he  would  not 
attend  to  their  case  any  longer.  By  this  means  he  made  them  go  back  and  resume 
their  places. 

Question,  You  mean  the  prisoners  T 

Anstver,  Yes,  sir ;  he  made  the  prisoners  go  back  and  get  into  the  ranks.  This  law- 
yer^  along  with  Judge  Gholson,  was  defending  the  Ku-klnx.  Colonel  Lamar's  name 
was  stricKen  from  the  rolls,  but  finally,  before  the  grand  jury  broke  up,  it  was  proposed 
by  Mr.  Wells,  the  district  attorney,  that  it  should  be  restored.  That  action  on  the  part 
ot  Wells  was  taken  through  policy,  to  get  these  fellows  under  bonds  and  have  them 
branded  as  murderers  when  they  got  out,  in  which  he  succeeded.  Mr.  Wells  did  the 
best  he  could  under  the  circumstances. 

Queation.  What  sort  of  circumstances  do  you  mean  t 

Anstcer,  I  suppose  he  thought  it  pretty  dangerous.  The  people  all  seemed  to  be 
inclined  toward  the  Ku-Klux. 

Questiofi,  Do  you  mean  the  black  people  T  # 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  the  white  people.  There  is  no  trouble  with  the  black  people.  I 
suppose  most  of  us  found  that  it  was  pretty  hard  work  prosecuting  Ku-Klux.  Thev 
wonld  occasionally  throw  out  their  slurs  at  us,  saying,  "A  pretty-looking  grand  jury,^' 
and  such  things  as  that. 

Question,  Was  any  effort  made  to  intimidate  or  interfere  with  witnesses  who  were 
sent  before  you  t 

Anstcer.  Yes,  sir.  One  man  concerned  in  that  was  Lawyer  Sykes,  from  Aberdeen. 
This  man,  "  Confederate  Sam,"  had  been  before  the  grand  jury.  When  he  first  began 
to  testify  he  would  tell  a  little,  and  then  he  would  drop  olf  again  ;  we  knew  he  was 
lying ;  and  we  told  him,  "  There  is  no  use  in  talking  in  that  way  ;  yon  may  either  t«ll 
us  the  whole  truth,  or  go  back  to  jail,"  where  he  was  being  kept  as  a  witness.  He  then 
up  and  told  the  whole  story  about  being  bribed  with  money,  &c.  After  his  release, 
Sykes  met  him  the  next  morning  in  front  of  the  hotel  in  Oxford  and  was  questioning 
him  about  what  ho  had  said  ;  at  least  the  negro  said  he  did.  Two  of  our  jurymen  were 
standing  there — Blevins,  a  colored  man,  and  Suttle — both,  I  believe,  from  Aberdeen. 
Sykes  said  to  Blevins,  *' What  sort  of  scoundrels  are  you  to  take  negroes  and  compel 
them  to  testify  to  a  whole  pack  of  lies  1^  He  then  asked  whether  "  Confederate  Sam  " 
had  not  been  told  in  the  grand  jury  that  if  he  did  not  testify  so  and  so  they  would  put 
him  in  jail.  Blevins  saiu,  **  Wo  did  not  tell  him  any  such  thing.  We  told  him  if  ho 
did  not  choose  to  tell  the  whole  truth,  he  need  not  tell  anything,  but  could  go  back  to 
jail.  That  is  the  way  we  tell  all  witnesses.  If  they  choose  to  tell  anything,  we  want 
them  to  tell  the  whole  truth  ;  otherwise  they  need  not  tell  us  anything." 

Question,  Was  any  witness  tampered  with  T 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  that  witness  was  tampered  with  right  there  by  Sykes,  who  also 
charged  our  jury  as  being  a  packed  jury.  Judge  Hill  made  him  take  up  his  traps  and 
leave ;  he  would  not  allow  hmi  to  practice  in  that  court.  He  had  been  counsel  for  the 
Ku-Klux. 

Question,  Do  you  mean  to  say  that  the  judge  disbarred  him  t 

Answer^  Yes,  sir ;  for  tampering  with  a  witness. 

Question,  Was  his  name  stricken  from  the  roll  of  attorneys  T 

Answer,  Yes,  sir;  I  suppose  so.  The  result  was  that  he  could  not  go  any  further  with 
those  Ku-Klnx  cases ;  so  he  took  up  his  baggage  and  lefr. 

Question,  Was  his  ofiense  tampering  with  witnesses  f 

Answer,  With  witnesses  and  with  the  grand  jury. 

Question,  Was  he  engaged  as  counsel  for  the  prisoners  t 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  for  the  Ku-Klux. 

Question,  Was  any  defense  of  Mr.  Sykes  made  before  the  court  f 

Answer,  No,  sir.  He  just  thought,  I  suppose,  that  he  had  better  go,  and  he  left.  He 
knew  that  he  had  been  tampering  with  those  parties. 

Question,  Do  you  consider  life  and  property  safe  in  that  section  of  Mississippi  where 
these  occurences  took  place  f 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  not  as  long  as  those  Ku-Klux  are  there— those  organized  bands  of 
disguised  men  ;  of  course,  under  such  circumstances  life  and  property  cannot  be  safe. 
From  everything  we  had  before  us  in  the  grand  jury,  I  know  that  there  must  be  danger, 
especially  for  anybody  who  is  not  in  favor  of  these  Ku-Klux. 

Question,  Do  the  colored  men  seem  to  be  much  frightened  f 

Anstoer,  Yes,  sir :  the  main  thing  is,  they  do  not  appear  willing  to  testify ;  they  are 
afraid  of  what  will  happen  to  them  when  tliey  go  home  again  ;  they  say,  "  If  we  tell 
this  we  will  catch  it  when  wo  go  home."  Wo  tell  them  to  tell  the  whole  truth,  and 
we  will  take  care  of  them  in  Oxford.  Wo  let  them  stay  there,  and  give  them  something 
to  do. 

Question.  Do  witnesses  say  that  they  have  been  threatened  with  injury  in  case  they 
tell  what  they  know  t 
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Ansicer.  O,  yes ;  these  colored  men  of  whom  I  have  spoken  were  along  with  the  Ka 
Klox;  and  if  they  reveal  any  of  the  secrets  of  the  order  it  is  pauishable  with  death. 

Question.  What  class  of  men  appeared  to  have  control  of  this  Kn-Klax  organization  ? 

Anmcer,  It  appeared  that  generally  they  were  pretty  well  off:  two-thirds  of  them 
would  be  considered  well  off,  and  the  balance  of  them  are  poor  fellows. 

Question.  Are  these  men  white  men  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Men  of  fair  standing  in  the  community  f 

Answer.  O,  yes,  sir. 

Question.  Men  of  mature  age  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  most  of  them  twenty-five  or  thirty— from  that  all  the  way  up  to 
old  men. 

Question.  Are  some  as  old  as  fift^t 

Answer .  O,  yes,  sir ;  old  Jack  Triplet  is  sixty ;  we  consider  him  a  pretty  bad  case :  be 
is  worth  |50,000  or  ^,000. 

Question.  Does  he  appear  to  be  implicated  in  these  things  t 

Ans\cei^.  We  indicted  him  fti  two  or  three  cases ;  he  was  in  the  party  I  told  yon  of; 
I  think  we  have  got  them  safe  if  they  do  not  run  off  and  forfeit  their  bonds.  We  did 
not  want  them  to  be  released  at  all ;  we  wanted  to  keep  them  there  in  confinement ; 
we  thought  they  were  safest  in  jail. 

By  Mr.  Coburn  : 

Question.  In  the  course  of  your  examination,  did  yon  hear  of  any  members  of  the 
democratic  party  being  whipped  by  the  Kn-Kluxf 

Anmcer.  I  do  not  know  whether  I  heard  it  there  or  through  the  papers ;  but  I  kno^ 
that  there  was  a  democratic  gentleman  whipped  in  Pontotoc  County  for  teaching  a 
colored  school ;  that  was  directly  before  the  Pontotoc  raid — ^the  Floumoy  affair :  I  <to 
not  know  whether  the  case  was  before  us,  or  whether  I  read  it  in  the  newspapers. 

Question.  Why  are  those  men  hostile  to  colored  schools  T 

Answer.  I  suppose  it  lb  because  they  have  to  help  pay  for  educating  the  colored  folks ; 
I  do  not  see  what  else  it  could  be. 

Question.  Is  there  any  fear  of  negro  equality  T 

Answer.  O,  no ;  they  do  not  fear  that ;  but  they  do  not  like  the  idea  of  helping  to  pay 
for  keeping  up  their  schools ;  that  is  at  the  bottom  of  the  matter. 

Question.  Are  democrats  afraid  of  the  Ku-Kluxf 

Answer.  I  do  not  know ;  I  never  heard  of  any. 

Qjuestion.  Did  you  ever  hear  of  any  prosecutions  in  the  State  courts  for  any  of  th«s6 
crimes  f 

Answer.  I  think  this  fellow  McLachlanwent  before  the  mayor  and  stated  his  case,  bat 
they  did  not  do  anything  with  it. 

Question.  Has  nobody  belonging  to  the  Ku-Klux  been  tried  and  convicted  in  any  of 
the  State  courts  f 

Answer.  Not  that  I  know  of;  I  don't  think  they  could  get  justice  done  them  there. 

Question.  You  have  stated  as  to  one  party  of  these  men  being  armed  ;  did  the  evidence 
go  to  show  what  was  the  condition  generi^y  of  the  Ku-Klux  as  to  arms.  What  kind  t*i 
arms  had  they  f 

Answer.  They  all  appeared  to  be  armed  with  pistols,  revolvers,  side-arms ;  we  wonld 
scarcely  ever  hear  oi  a  case  where  there  was  a  gun  along,  though  sometimes  they  h^l 
one  or  two. 

Question,  Were  these  parties  usually  disguised  t 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  clear  through ;  there  was  hardly  a  party  where  the  members  w«>re 
not  all  disguised. 

Question.  Were  they  mounted  on  horseback,  or  did  they  go  on  foot  f 

Ansicer.  They  were  always  mounted. 

Question.  Did  the  evidence  go  to  show  whether  the  parties  usually  lived  in  the  imme- 
diate neighborhood  where  the  crimes  were  committed,  or  whether  they  sometimes,  or 
generally,  came  from  a  distance? 

Answer,  Kb  a  general  rule,  it  was  always  supposed  to  1>e  neighbors — bright  arr^nnd 
where  the  parties  attacked  lived. 

Question.  Was  there  evidence  goins  to  show  that  anybody  had  come  from  othtT 
States  and  participated  in  these  raids! 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  we  heard  through  some  of  the  witnesses  that  parties  had  sometimes 
come  from  Alabama  to  assist  in  Ku-Kluxing.  But  as  a  general  thing  they  wer**  all 
considered  to  be  neighbors;  parties  attacked  would  recognize  them  as  their  neighbors. 

Question.  They  knew  them  t 

Answer.  They  knew  them  by  their  build,  their  walk,  their  gait,  their  horses,  their 
way  of  acting.  In  many  cases  they  could  not  help  but  know  them.  Frequently  they 
would  track  them  by  their  horses  right  to  where  they  came  from. 

Question.  Were  these  men  well  mounted  f    Had  they  good  horses  as  a  general  thio^? 

Answer.  I  cannot  speak  as  to  that.  Those  who  haa  riding-horses  wonld  of  conr^o 
take  them ;  some  woiUd  take  mules. 
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Question.  Anythingthey  coald  pick  np  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  The  negroes  whom  they  took  on  their  raids  they  would  always 
provide  with  horse«.    They  took  extra  horses  along. 

Question.  There  were  some  negroes  among  the  Ka-Klnx  f 

Anstcer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Wnat  did  the  evidence  show  in  regard  to  them  f 

Anstcer.  That  they  were  forced  to  do  it ;  that  they  were  taken  from  their  houses  and 
forced  to  go  along. 
'i  Question.  Did  any  of  these  negroes  testify  before  the  grand  jury  T 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  three  of  them. 

Question.  How  many  were  there  on  those  raids  f 

Answer.  I  think  there  were  five  in  the  Solomon  Triplet  case— four  certainly. 

Question.  How  is  your  county  divided  as  to  negroe«  and  whites  f  What  is  the  com- 
parative population  f 

Answer.  In  our  county  the  population  is  twenty-nine  thousand.    I  took  the  census. 

Question.  That  is  the  whole  population,  white  and  colored  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  It  is  about  equally  divided.  If  anything,  the  republicans  are  gain- 
ing there. 

Question.  So  far  as  your  knowledge  extends,  how  do  the  black  and  the  white  popu- 
lation compare  in  numbers  in  the  section  of  the  country  over  which  the  Ku-KIux 
range  f 

Answer.  Well,  it  seems  to  be  pretty  thickly  settled  with  colored  folks.  The  white 
people  generally  seem  to  have  large  plantations,  and  depend  on  the  colored  people. 

Question.  How  do  the  colored  people  behave  themselves  T  Are  they  or  are  they  not 
hostile  to  the  whites  f 

Answer.  They  all  appear  to  be  perfectly  peaceable.  I  do  not  see  anything  out  of  the 
waj'  about  them.    They  seem  to  want  to  be  let  alone. 

Question.  As  a  general  rule,  what  is  the  behavior  of  the  negroes  f 

Anstcer.  As  a  general  rule,  all  seem  to  behave  very  well.  Sometimes  we  hear  of  a 
case  where  something  is  stolen. 

Question.  Are  they  not  as  a  general  rule  honest  T 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  And  industrious  t 

Answer.  Yes,  sir:  they  ai-e  all  industrious,  down  our  way  certainly.  They  all  seem 
to  be  trying  to  make  a  living.    Farming,  of  course,  is  their  main  forte. 

Question,  YThstt  is  the  fact  as  to  their  deslie  to  learn,  and  their  actual  attendance 
upon  the  schools  T 

Answer.  They  desire  to  learn,  and  they  send  their  children  to  school.  In  fact,  the 
crown  ones  want  to  go  themselves,  but  genemlly  they  are  not  able  to,  us  some  one 
lias  to  do  the  work.  We  have  quite  a  flourishing  normal  school  at  Holly  .Springs,  and 
several  other  free  schools  in  difl'erent  parts  of  the  country.  They  all  seem  to  be  get- 
ting along  very  well.  We  have  no  trouble  in  that  respect.  In  fact,  I  believe  the  old 
citizens  Si  approve  of^^haviug  the  colored  schools.  They  think  it  is  best  that  the 
negroes  shoula  be  educated. 

Question.  Is  that  the  case  in  your  county  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  they  say  it  makes  better  laborers  of  them. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 

Question,  The  first  case  you  mentioned  was  that  of  Mr.  Eckels.  Is  he  a  native  of 
Mississippi  1 

Answer.  I  suppose  so ;  he  has  been  there  some  time. 

Question.  How  old  a  man  is  he? 

Ansvper.  I  should  take  him  to  be  about  forty-five. 

Question.  Was  he  there  during  the  war  T 

Answer.  I  cannot  say  ;  I  did  not  learn  that. 

Question,  What  is  his  reputation  in  the  community  T 

Answer.  So  far  as  we  could  learn,  he  appeared  to  be  an  honest,  straightforward,  hard- 
working man. 

Questum.  What  is  his  business  T 

Answer.  Farming. 

Question.  He  owns  real  estate  there  T 

Answer.  O,  yes,  sir. 

Question.  Is  Mr.  Warmouth,  whose  case  you  mentioned,  a  native  of  Mississippi  T 

Anstcer.  Yes,  sir.  He  has  lately  imported  a  steam-mill.  He  said  he  was  going  to  put 
it  up  whether  they  tore  it  down  or  not. 

Question.  Ho  is  a  land-owner  there  T 

Answer.  O,  yes. 

Question.  Do  yon  know  his  character  in  the  community  t 

Anstcer.  Ho  is  a  very  good  straightforward  man. 

Question.  You  spoke  of  colored  schools.  Do  you  know  of  many  that  have  been 
broken  up  f 
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Anmrrr.  No,  sir ;  I  do  not  know  of  any  aroaud  in  our  county. 

Qiustion.  Do  you  know  of  any  in  the  State  ? 

Ansrrer,  Yes,  sir;  in  Pontotoc  County  tbey  broke  upaeuod  many  schools,  white 
and  colored ;  they  said  they  were  not  goin]^  to  have  any  of  them  there. 

Question.  Docs  this  objection  to  colored  schools  come  mostly  from  men  who  have 
property  and  pay  taxes,  or  from  men  who  own  but  a  small  amount  of  property  and  do 
not  pay  any  taxes  f 

Arutcer,  Well,  I  can  hardly  say  how  that  matter  does  go.  When  a  rich  man  saye  so 
and  80,  there  are  always  fools  ready  to  follow  suit. 

Queatum,  So  that  you  think  there  is  a  general  sentiment  of  opposition  f 

Anncer.  Well,  in  certain  localities — ^not  in  our  county,  nor  in  De  Soto,  or  Lafayette. 
In  these  counties  the  schools  are  getting  along  finely.  It  appears  that  in  Pontotoc 
they  are  trying  to  break  them  up, 

Questum,  What  effect  does  this  system  of  "  regulating"  affairs  by  the  Ku-Klux  have 
upon  the  industry  of  the  State  and  the  laborers  generally  f 

Answer,  It  does  not  do  them  any  good.  If  anything,  it  sets  them  backward.  It 
compels  a  great  many  of  them  to  leave  their  crops,  and  m  that  way  lose  their  eamiugs. 
Of  course  it  intimidates  them. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question.  You  say  that  schools  have  been  broken  up  in  Pontotoc  county  T 

Anstcer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  How  many  T 

Answer.  I  cannot  state  how  many.  We  had  a  witness  before  us — I  cannot  think  <>f 
his  name — who  stated  that  they  came  to  his  house  and  wanted  to  break  him  up.  At 
first  he  had  a  white  school ;  he  could  not  teach  that ;  the  thing  got  too  hot  for  him.  m; 
he  let  his  wife  teach  it.  These  men  came  to  his  house  and  told  him  that  if  he  did  no' 
quit  teaching  that  school  they  would  make  him ;  that  they  would  put  him  out  of  tbc 
way  or  something  of  that  kind.  He  told  them,  "  Gentlemen,  if  you  want  to  break  u\* 
all  the  schools  I  am  willing  to  quit ;  but  I  am  not  going  to  be  the  first  one  that  cloces:' 
and  he  stnck  to  it  until  they  commenced  breaking  them  up  all  through  the  conotr. . 
and  then  he  left.  He  said  that  on  one  occasion  they  rode  up  to  his  house  and  showtil 
their  horns  and  bleated  like  billy-goats.    There  were  six  or  seven  of  them. 

Question.  They  did  him  no  injury  f 

Aitstcer.  O  no,  sir.  They  had  been  around  three  or  four  times.  One  of  them  xra'. 
his  brother-in-law.  The  last  time  they  came  there  with  their  horns  and  bleating  b' 
asked  some  of  them  to  come  in  and  let' his  wife  see  them.  He  said  his  children  w<'n- 
afraid  to  go  out  to  get  a  drink  of  water,  and  he  wanted  the  men  just  to  get  do\vi' 
and  let  his  family  see  who  they  were.  Some  walked  in  and  took  off  their  masks  and 
laid  them  on  the  table.  He  picked  up  a  mask,  put  it  on,  and  it  fit  him  exactly.  Hr 
said  he  saw  the  face  of  the  man  that  mask  belonged  to,  and  talked  to  him.  \N> 
indicted  that  man  and  several  others. 

Quegtion.  Was  it  not  in  evidence  that  forty  or  fifty  different  schools  had  been  startnl 
in  that  county  f 

Ajiswer.  1  suppose  there  must  have  been.  I  don't  know  how  many  we  have  in  oar 
county.  Every  four  or  five  miles  there  is  a  school-house.  Wherever  there  is  a  thick 
settlement  there  is  a  school-house.  Wherever  we  can  get  twenty-five  scholars  a  school- 
house  is  opened.  They  are  allowed  to  raise  the  sum  necessary  to  pay  the  expenses,  by 
taxation  upon  the  county. 

Question.  The  county  is  taxed  so  much  to  support  these  schools  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  The  complaint  is  that  this  is  a  great  burden  t 

Answer.  Yes,  sir^  it  is  pretty  heavy.  My  tax  previous  to  1870  wa«  $3o ;  this  year  I 
had  to  pay  $65  upon  the  same  property,  and  everything  of  that  kind ;  it  was  the  school 
tax  that  increased  the  sum.  I  have  said  to  people  that  I  was  perfectly  willing  to  pay 
my  taxes,  as  it  was  to  educate  the  country ;  that  education  was  what  we  wanted;  that 
if  "^we  had  had  more  of  it  before  the  war  we  never  would  have  had  the  war.  I  think  a 
great  many  others  of  the  people  think  in  the  same  way  now. 

Question.  Your  people  were  a  goo<l  deal  broken  up  by  the  war,  were  they  not  T 

Answer.  O,  there  was  no  end  to  that. 

Question.  They  lost  almost  all  their  property  f 

Answer  In  some  portions  of  the  country  they  did  ;  but  some  of  the  counties  vh^TP 
the  Ku-Klnx  are  were  never  broken  up;  they  are  so  much  in  the  interior;  there  may 
have  been  a  raid  there  occasionally ;  but  they  arc  nearly  as  well  off  now  as  they  ever 

Question.  Did  they  not  lose  all  their  property  in  slaves  ? 

Answer.  Of  course  that  all  went ;  but  they  have  their  land,  their  stock,  their  hands. 
Tiif  negroes  still  work  pretty  much  as  they  did.  I  don't  believe  that  some  of  them 
know  now  that  they  are  free. 

Question.  The  "carpet-baggers'*  have  informed  them  of  itt 
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A08wer.  I  don't  know  about  tliat.  While  men  can  ride  around  and  scare  negroesy 
they  can  keep  theui  on  their  places  as  long  as  they  want  to. 

QueaiioH.  By  what  authority  is  the  school  tax  levie/d  f 

Amncer.  I  suppose  it  is  levied  under  the  State  law.  The  superintendent  of  schools 
locates  the  sites  for  school-houses,  examines  teachers,  and  gives  them  certificates. 

Quention,  He  makes  requisitious  to  pay  them  f 

Anniver.  Yes,  sir.  • 

Quesfion.  Thai  money  is  raised  by  taxation  upon  the  property  of  the  county! 

Austcer.  Yes,  sir,  the  property  of  each  county. 

Queation.  Is  it  not  regsirded  as  very  burdensome  that  your  people,  after  surrendering 
their  property  in  slaves,  should  afterwanl  be  obliged  to  educate  them  at  their  own 
expense  f 

Atuttter.  Yes,  sir,  that  grinds  them  a  little,  I  ^ess.  And  it  really  is  burdensome,  be- 
cause our  ])eople  did  not  get  as  much  for  their  cotton  last  year  as  they  expected ;  a 
great  many  of  them  were  brought  in  debt ;  and  the  tax  must  be  paid  within  a  certain 
timo  or  their  property  is  sold. 

Qm^tion,  During  the  three  or  four  years  immediately  after  the  war  was  there  not  a 
SQcceHsiou  of  failures  of  the  cotton  cn)p8  T 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  The  army  worm  did  a  good  deal  of  damage ;  that  and  other  things 
almost  cleaned  them  out. 

Qnestion.  Your  crops  were  destroyed  thi-ee  or  four  years  in  succession  f 

Aiunrer.  Yes,  sir ;  right  straight  along.  In  1870  there  was  such  a  drought  that  we 
did  not  make  half  a  crop. 

QucHtion.  Your  county  superintendents  are  generally  northern  men  t 

Anmcer.  They  are  all  northern  nien«  so  far  as  I  know.  Major  Abbot  is  our  superin- 
tendent. 

Question.  Is  he  from  the  North  T 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir ;  he  is  from  the  North.    He  is  a  very  clever  gentleman. 

Question,  When  these  men  come  in  there  and  impose  upon  a  people  so  terribly  impov- 
erished ,  these  taxes,  in  order  to  educate  the  negroes,  it  gives  a  |i^ood  deal  of  dissatisfaction  f 

Anffxver.  I  don't  know  whether  the  tax  is  imposed  particularly  npon  those  so  im- 
poverished ;  it  falls  upon  all  of  us. 

Question.  Are  you  not  all  impoverished  by  the  warf 

Answer.  I  should  think  so.    Any  man  who  travels  down  there  will  soon  find  that  out. 

Question,  The  tax  does  not  reach  the  negroes  because  they  have  nothing  to  be  taxed  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  they  have  a  good  deal  of  property.  I  took  the  census  there.  Some 
of  them  have  plantations  of  their  ow^,  and  they  own  a  good  deal  in  the  form  of  horses, 
mules,  and  one  thing  and  another.  Some  of  them  manage  entire  plantations  with  not 
a  white  person  on  them.  In  many  cases  they  have  renttnl  these  plantations  on  shares, 
and  own  all  the  stock  on  them.  Where  they  furnish  everything  they  give  the  owner 
one-fonrth  of  the  crop  and  keep  three-fourths.  In  the  prairie  counties  many  of  them 
are  well  off— have  made  money. 

By  the  Chairman,  (Mr.  Pool  :) 

Qitestion.  Do  you  mean  the  colored  men  f 
Answer.  Yes,  sir. 
Question.  In  what  counties  f 

Anmcer.  In  all  the  prairie  counties.  There  is  a  rich  and  thickly  populated  country 
extending  eastward  irom  Vicksburg,  and  bending  round  to  the  southwest,  in  a  sort  of 
elbow  fashion ;  and  there  they  are  all  well  off. 

By  Mr.  Beck  : 

Question.  They  are  all  quiet  down  there  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  All  the  objection  I  have  to  this  system  of  free  schools  is  that  they 
in  some  cases  went  to  work  and  put  up  new  school-houses  when  there  were  plenty  of 
other  houses  that  would  have  answen^d  very  well,  which  could  have  been  bought  for 
^50  or  $400,  or  rented  perhaps  very  cheaply.  These  would  have  answci-ed  the  purpose 
very  well,  because  the  negroes  cannot  go  to  school  more  than  four  or  five  months  be- 
fore wo  need  them  in  the  field  at  work.  As  soon  as  the  cotton  is  picked,  they  go  back, 
to  school  again.  Those  who  have  carried  out  this  school  system  ought  not  to  have  gone 
ahead  so  fast.  Thev  ought  to  have  taken  the  best  they  could  get  for  the  time  being,. 
and  gone  on  gradually.    That  is  the  way  most  of  us  think  about  it. 

By  Mr.  Blacr  : 

Question.  They  were  strangers  in  the  community,  and  they  started  out  on  a  grand 
scale  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  they  undertook  to  measure  our  country  by  theirs. 

Question.  And  they  taxed  a  great  man^  people  who  were  completely  broken  up? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  this  wholesale  taxation  came  pretty  hard  on  us.  But  I  am  willing 
to  educate  the  negroes;  I  will  stand  my  tax  as  long  as  any  one ;  I  go  in  for  education 
all  the  time. 
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QufslUm.  Do  yoQ  not  think  that  the  people  woald  be  better  disposed  to  stand  this 
tax  if  they  had  had  anything  to  do  with  imposing  it — if  it  had  not  been  impoHed 
upon  them  by  force  T 

Anstrer.  I  do  not  know  how  yon  wonld  have  got  the  tax  imposed  in  any  other  vny 
than  it  has  been.  If  it  had  not  been  imposed  in  that  way,  I  do  not  think  they  would 
ever  have  got  up  any  free  schools. 

Queslion.  Do  yon  Kiippose  that  when  a  tax  is  imposed  npon  a  commnnity  by  people 
from  the  outside,  that  fact  is  calculated  to  make  them  pay  the  tax,  and  pay  it  willinj^ly! 

Ansver.  Well,  look  at  the  l)enefits  they  are  going  to  derive  from  it.  It  will  edocate 
the  people  generally,  and  it  will  benefit  the  country.  The  people  will  know  somethiog 
about  how  to  manage  for  themselves,  and  will  get  along  better.  That  is  the  war 
many  of  the  wealthy  men  look  at  it,  although  they  pay  the  heaviest  tax.  They  con- 
tend that  it  Is  a  benefit  to  the  blacks  to  have  schools ;  they  want  them  well  educated. 

Question.  Those  who  pay  the  money,  it  seems,  have  nothing  to  do  with  the  appoiot- 
ment  of  teachers  f 

Antncer.  I  believe  they  get  their  appointments  from  Governor  Alcorn.  The  people 
can  recommend  a  man,  but  Alcorn  is  the  one  who  appoints. 

Question,  But  in  those  schools  there  are  doctrines  taught,  probably,  which  are  very 
obnoxious  to  the  jieople  who  have  to  pay  the  taxf 

Anmcer,  I  never  heard  of  their  teaching  anything  out  of  the  way.  They  teach  A  B. 
C's,  &c.  I  never  heard  much  about  politics  in  the  schools.  Of  course,  when  we  have 
Fourth  of  July  celebrations  or  May  parties,  if  we  choose  to  talk  politics  we  do  so. 

Question.  Is  it  not  likely  that  Governor  Alcorn,  with  his  political  views,  would 
appoint  men  holding  the  same  views  as  himself  t 

Anstrer,  Well,  he  is  considered  now  a  good  republican.  These  appointments  were 
made  some  time  ago,  but,  so  far  as  we  are  concerned,  they  are  all  good  appointment9 
up  our  way.  As  for  the  tax  being  burdensome,  there  is  no  doubt  about  that,  because 
money  is  hard  to  get  down  there,  and  the  tux  all  falls  upon  the  cotton  crop.  If  cotton 
is  down,  all  the  people  are  out  of  pocket  to  the  extent  of  the  difference  between  a  low 
price  aud  a  high  price.  But  the  school  tax  keeps  right  along,  whether  the  people 
make  a  poor  crop  or  a  good  crop. 

By  Mr.  Beck  : 

Question,  Are  there  not  many  counties  in  that  portion  of  Mississippi  where  there  are 
very  lew  republicans  among  the  white  people.  In  Chickasaw,  and  other  counties  of 
that  sort,  are  not  the  white  people  nearly  all  democrats  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir.  In  Tippah  and  Tishemingo,  which  are  in  our  district,  and  a  part  of 
Alcorn  County,  they  are  about  all  democrats ;  I  do  not  suppose  there  are  five  hundred 
republicans  out  of  the  whole,  white  and  black. 

Question.  In  a  county  where  yon  do  not  have  more  than  a  dozen  or  twenty  white 
re[mblicans,  and  where  none  of  the  blacks  can  either  resul  or  write,  you  have  to  bhug 
the  school-teachers  from  the  Northern  and  other  States,  to  fill  these  idaces  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir;  because  very  few  of  the  whites  down  there  will  teach  negnn*; 
they  say,  **  Let  the  colored  people  teach  the  colored  iieople."  Some  whites  in  our  couutr 
are  teaching  the  colonnl  schools;  but  they  have  got  at  it  lately ;  they  are  sort  of  get- 
ting over  their  prejudices;  they  begin  to  think  they  might  as  well  teach  as  northern 
persons.    But,  at  first,  we  had  to  do  as  you  just  said. 

Question,  Where  you  have  a  county  with  fifty,  sixty,  or  one  hundred  schools  iu  it, 
and  with  substantially  no  white  republicans,  and  no  blacks  who  are  able  to  teach,  you 
have  to  send  utt'  to  the  Northern  States,  of  course,  to  bring  in  the  number  of  school- 
teachers that  are  necessary  f 

Anstver.  We  do,  and  we  instruct  the  black  people.  W^hen  it  comes  to  voting,  we 
have  our  meetinj^,  and  inform  them  all  about  matters — instruct  them  what  to  do; 
they  are  willing  to  learn,  aud  hear  both  sides.  They  are  bound  to  hear  both  hide^. 
because  the  other  side  is  nulling  at  them  too ;  and  in  that  way  they  get  pretty  well 
informed ;  and  generally  they  will  go  Union  all  the  time. 

Question,  All  the  school-teachers  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir,  and  the  colored  people.  As  for  the  whites,  a  good  many  of  them 
are  coming  in  and  claiming  to  be  good  republicans. 

Question.  W^here  you  have  no  white  republicans,  or  scarcely  any  in  a  county,  and 
have  to  bring  so  large  a  number  of  school-teachers  from  other  States,  and  pay  them 
for  their  services  out  of  the  t4ix  \\\k}u  the  property  of  the  county,  do  not  a  great  many 
men  all  through  that  county  regard  this  as  a  pretty  serious  burden ;  and  are  they  not 
likely  to  adopt  any  means,  legal  or  illegal,  to  break  up  such  a  system  T  Is  not  that  at 
the  bottom  of  a  good  deal  of  Ku-Kluxmg  f 

Anstcer.  Yes,  sir;  in  this  Ku-Kluxiug  that  is  the  main  thing.  They  do  not  want  any 
free  schools,  because  they  do  not  want  to  educate  the  people ;  they  do  not  want  to  go 
to  the  expense,  and  they  do  not  want  to  see  them  advance. 

Question,  They  do  no  want  men  from  abroad  brought  there  to  be  paid  by  heavy  local 
taxation  f 
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Anmcer.  TeSf  sir ;  they  do  not  want  men  '^  meddling/'  as  tbey  call  it,  and  then  have 
to  pay  them  for  *'  meddling/' 

Question,  You  think  that  ha«  quite  as  much  to  do  with  the  origin  of  these  disorders 
as  perhaps  all  other  causes  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  they  do  not  like  to  see  the  negro  go  ahead.  They  think  his  place 
is  in  the  cotton-iield,  and  that  he  should  stay  there. 

Question,  Are  not  a  great  many  of  the  people  unable  to  bear  this  taxation  f  Did  not 
your  cotton  crop  last  year  bring  yoii  in  debt  ?  « 

Answer,  O,  yes,  sir. 

Question.  And  there  is  no  other  crop  that  yon  can  make  much  money  out  of? 

Answer.  The  people  now  are  beginning  to  mix  their  crops.  Some  of  them  plant 
more  com  and  raise  more  hogs. 

Questim^,  Are  not  hogs  a  pretty  precarious  investment  T 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  They  get  into  market  pretty  often.  They  change  hands  pretty 
frequently.  They  get  bobbed  so  often  that  their  ears  are  almost  whittled  away  to 
nothing. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 

Question,  You  spoke  of  the  appointments  of  these  teachers ;  the  appointments^  you 
say,  are  made  by  Governor  Alcorn  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  He  occasionally  appoints,  I  suppose,  persons  of  opposite  politics,  if  he  can 
find  any  willmg  to  teach  the  schools.  I  believe  you  mentioned  one  instance  where  a 
democrat  was  whippe<l  because  he  taught  school. 

Answer,  He  was  appointed  by  the  superintendent  of  Pontotoc  County — Mr.  Floumoy. 

Question.  Occasionally  you  have  colored  teachers  in  your  State  T 

Answer,  O,  yes,  sir;  I  know  some  five  or  six  right  around  me. 

Question.  They  are  qualified  to  teach  the  primary  branches? 

Answer.  O,  yes,  sir;  I  can  certify  to  that;  a  good  many  are  perfectly  competent  to 
teach  the  primary  schools. 

Question.  Is  it  the  case  more  or  less  all  over  the  State  that  there  are  persons  compe- 
tent and  willing  to  teach  the  colored  primary  schools  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  So  that  the  teachers  do  not  all  have  to  be  brought  in  from  other  States  f 

Answer,  No,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question.  Are  not  most  of  the  colored  people  who  are  engaged  in  teaching  the  schools 
brought  from  the  Northern  Slates  T 

Answer.  They  were  at  first ;  but  we  have  made  many  changes  since ;  a  good  many  of 
our  colored  people  have  learned  a  good  deal  since  the  war,  and  are  able  to  teach  school. 
Wherever  a  colored  applicant  can  pass  an  examination  the  superintendent  gives  him  a 
certificate,  and  he  gets  a  school. 

By  Mr.  Buckij:y  : 

Question,  You  are  educating  colored  teachers  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  we  have  our  normal  school  at  Holly  Springs. 

Question,  Your  ex-president  is  at  the  head  of  some  literary  institution  of  your  State? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir;  and  Alcorn  is,  too. 

Question.  1  suppose  these  superintendents  of  the  different  counties  are  not  all  men 
from  other  States  ? 

Answer,  1  hear  only  from  eight  or  nine  counties ;  I  suppose  you  can  see  by  the  re- 
ports where  the  superintendents  hail  from.  Those  that  I  know  of  ar«  all  good  republi- 
cans and  seem  to  want  to  do  what  is  fair.  So  far  as  the  school  tax  is  concerned,  I  do 
not  know  whether  they  can  change  it  or  not.  But  the  tax  has  to  be  paid,  and  some  of 
the  people  gay  that  the  taxes  are  grinding  them  to  death. 

Question,  Are  not  taxes  somewhat  burdensome  everywhere? 

Answer,  Of  course;  and  every  man  ought  to  be  willing  to  pay  taxes  if  he  wishes  to 
enjoy  the  blessings  of  a  free  government. 

Question.  Were  nqt  the  crops  lost  year  as  good  as  usual,  taking  the  State  through  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  about  the  State  through;  they  were  not  in  the  northern 
portion. 

Ques^on,  You  got  a  good  price  for  your  cotton  the  year  before  last  ? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  but  we  did  not  get  much  last  year,  I  assure  you. 

By  Mr.  Beck  : 

Question,  Do  you  not  know  that  before  slavery  was  abolished  you  had  practically  no 
free  negroes  in  the  State  at  all ;  there  being,  by  the  census  of  1860,  seven  hundred  and 
■eventy-five  free  negroes,  all  told,  in  your  State  ? 

Answer.  I  never  knew  but  one  free  negro  before  slavery  was  abolished,  and  he  is 
there  yet. 
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Question.  Sabstantially  all  the  negroes  were  elayes  liefore  the  war  t 

Angirer.  Yes,  sir.    Once  in  a  while  one  l)onght  his  freedom. 

QacftHon,  80  that  negroes,  competent  to  teach,  had  to  be  broaght  in  the  fint  instanei 
from  the  North  f 

Antnrer.  Yes,  sir. 

Queglion,  But  yon  are  now  educating  a  few  negroefl  who  are  competent  to  teach  f 

Anittcer,  Not  a  few  either,  but  many.  There  would  be  mighty  few  but  for  the  colored 
BchooLs.  • 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 
Questimt,  Teachers  are  educated  in  yoor  own  normal  schools  f 
Antncer.  Yes,  sir;  we  have  no  tFonble  on  that  point. 

By  the  Chaikman,  (Mr.  Pool  :) 

Queslion,  Do  white  people  down  there  decline  to  teach  colored  schools  f 

Annrer.  They  did  at  first;  they  thought  it  was  not  exactly  right  for  them  to  be 
teaching  negroes ;  they  did  not  like  to  **  come  down  to  it/'  as  they  said,  although  tber 
were  perfectly  willing  to  teach  white  schools.  But  now  the  democratic  papen  come 
out  and  say  they  do  not  see  why  southern  white  men  should  not  teach  colored  schools 
as  well  as  the  northern  men,  and  show  the  negroes  that  they  are  their  friends;  sod 
some  southern  white  men  have  taken  hold  and  become  teachers  of  the  negroes. 

Question.  It  was  because  the  white  people  refused  to  teach  negroes  and  because  the 
colored  people  were  not  at  first  competent  that  it  became  necessary  for  yon  at  first  to 
send  abroad  for  teachers? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  But  you  say  that  now  there  are  a  good  many  colored  men  who  are  able  to 
teai'h,  and  who  are  so  employed  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  And  southern  white  men  have  given  up  their  objection  to  tftaching  the 
negroes,  and  many  of  them  are  employed  in  such  schools  T 

Anmcer.  Y'es,  sir. 

Question.  Is  the  preference  given  to  competent  colored  men  or  native  white  men  in 
the  Hjlection  of  teacherH  f 

AhHwer.  I  do  not  know  how  that  is.  The  superintendent  seems  rather  inclined  to 
^ivc  them  a  showing  wherever  he  can.  He  wants  to  put  the  colored  teachers  where  it 
16  peaceable  and  where  they  are  not  likely  to  have  trouble. 

By  Mr.  Coburn: 

Question.  In  the  testimony  yon  have  already  g^ven  yon  seemed  rather  indistinct  n 
your  recollection  of  the  names  of  men  who  had  been  injured  or  mnniered.  I  wish  to 
ask  whether,  while  on  the  grand  Jury,  yon  heard  of  the  case  of  the  death  of  a  man 
named  Jack  Dupree  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  but  I  cannot  recollect  the  ciroumstanoes.    I  recollect  he  was  kiUod. 

Question.  Do  you  recollect  whether  anything  was  said  about  his  having  been  cat 
openf 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  they  cut  his  bowels  open. 

Question.  Do  you  recollect  whether  there  was  a  witness  named  Joe  Davia  there  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  What  did  Joe  Davis  say  he  did  f 

Answer.  I  believe  he  refused  at  first  to  tell  us. 

Question.  What  did  he  tell  you  finally  about  the  matter  f 

Answer.  I  don't  believe  I  can  remember. 

Question.  Was  Joe  Davis  colored  or  white  f 

AuHwer.  I  think  he  was  a  white  man. 

Question.  What  was  the  name  of  the  colored  man  who  had  to  assist  in  the  commii 
sion  of  these  murders — who  had  to  dig  graves,  help  to  bury  the  dead,  and  help  to  kill  f 

Answer.  I  think  his  name  was  Moore. 

Question.  Do  you  recollect  the  manner  in  which  the  testimony  described  the  taking 
off  and  killing  of  Dupree  f 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  don't  believe  I  do.    I  recollect,  thoagh,  about  his  being  cut  open. 

Question.  What  was  the  name  of  the  man  who  held  the  horses  whilo  Dupree  ws* 
being  killed  f 

Answer.  I  do  not  recollect.  I  could  pick  the  man  out  if  I  saw  him ;  but  I  am  not 
very  good  at  recollecting  names. 

Question.  Were  you  acquainted  with  the  men  who  wefe  indicted  T 

Answer.  No,  sir;  only  as  I  would  get  acquainted  in  Oxford. 

Question.  Do  you  think  3'ou  would  remember  the  names  if  they  were  mentioned? 

Answer.  I  expect  I  would. 

Question.  Do  you  recollect  the  names  of  Andrew  Pope,  Thomas  Malone,  Jasper  Webb, 
William  Butler,  Jake  Loughrige.  and  Joe  Davis? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  they  were  all  indlcted|  every  one  of  them. 
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QnestioH.  Do  yon  recollect  the  names  of  Johu  Ware  and  Whitfield  Popo  f 

Anstrer.  Yes,  sir. 

QuentUm,  And  Clinton  Ross  f 

AnifurtT.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Do  you  recollect  about  the  killing  of  Alexander  Page  t 

Aiuncer.  Yes,  sir. 

QaeH*ion.  Do  you  recollect  the  names  of  the  men  who  killed  Page  T 

An&wer,  No,  sir ;  but  I  know  he  was  killed. 

QwfHtion,  Were  those  men  who  were  compelled  t^  join  the  Eu-Klux  furnished  with 
arms  and  horses  f 

Anmcer.  Yes,  sir ;  they  put  white  robes  over  them,  gave  them  pistols,  and  made  them 
hold  horses  the  first  night  or  two.  Afterward,  when  they  cot  a  little  more  bold,  they 
would  take  them  out  aud  nfake  them  help  do  the  killing.  Finally  they  wanted  to  kill 
them  because  they  knew  too  much.  These  witnesses  said  that  the  Ku-Klux  would 
finally  threaten  to  kill  them  because  they  knew  too  much  ;  they  would  want  to  put 
them  out  of  the  way,  saying  that  **  dead  men  would  not  t-ell  any  tales.'' 

Quffiion,  Do  you  remember  whether  the  witnesses  described*  the  manner  of  killing 
thes«*  men  ;  whether  they  begged  for  their  lives  or  asked  to  see  their  families  before 
they  died  t 

Anfwer.  Dupreo  begged  to  go  back  and  see  bis  wife  once  more,  and  they  refused  to 
let  btm.    I  recollect  something  of  that  sort.    He  begged  them  not  to  shoot  him. 

By  Mr.  Beck  : 

Question,  I  suppose  it  is  true  that  every  fellow  who  came  before  you  and  turned 
State's  evidence  swore  that  he  had  been  forced  into  this  business  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir,  except  this  one  white  fellow  that  1  told  you  about.  He  said  he  got 
down  there  among  his  irieuds,  and  was  asked  to  go  into  the  thing  as  a  frolic. 

Question.  He  was  fooled  iuto  it  t 

Atutwer.  Yes,  sir. 

Questton,  All  the  rest  say  they  were  forced  into  it  f 

Answer,  The  colored  men  say  that  they  were  forced  into  it ;  that  they  were  taken 
from  their  homes  and  mounted  on  horses. 

Question.  Nobody  ever  professes  that  he  went  voluntarily  T 

Anstcer.  No,  sir;  not  one  that  I  recollect. 

Question.  Did  you  put  on  the  grand  jury  men  who  came  there  who  were  themselves 
the  victims  of  outrages? 

Anmcer.  Yes,  sir;  Mr.  Warmouth  was  one. 

Question.  How  many  of  that  class  of  men  did  you  have  on  the  grand  jury  t 

Answer.  Just  one — Mr.  Warmouth.  He  may  possibly  have  been  subpcDuaed  to  appear 
there.    I  recollect  he  was  with  us  pretty  near  the  whole  term. 

Question,  Your  own  touuty  is  in  good  order  f 

Anstcer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  And  all  that  neighborhood  f 

Anstcer,  Yes,  sir ;  and  what  you  may  call  the  northwest  comer  of  the  State.  That  is 
all  right. 

Question.  You  get  your  knowledge  of  these  other  counties  from  what  yon  learned  in 
the  grand  jury  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir,  from  what  came  before  me  as  a  grand  juror. 

By  the  Chairman,  (Mr.  Pool:) 

Question.  Had  the  whipping  and  killing  of  colored  men  anything  to  do  with  the 
breaking  up  of  schools  ? 

AnMcer.  The  thing  was  difierent  in  different  counties.  In  Pontotoc  the  trouble  was 
pretty  much  a  school  afiair.  In  another  place  thei*e  would  be  some  old  grudge.  These 
men  call  themselves  *•  regulators ;"  of  course  they  correct  whatever  they  think  ought 
to  be  corrected. 

Qm'stion.  They  did  not  propose  to  break  up  the  schools  by  whipping  colored  men  f 

Answer.  Not  down  there.  In  the  McLachlan  case  they  said  they  did  not  want  him  to 
teach.  At  first  the  citizens  approved  of  his  teaching;  they  signed  a  petition,  I  believe, 
that  he  should  teach ;  he  taught  a  Sunday-school  of  the  white  children  and  a  colored 
school  during  the  week.  He  was  a  Scotchman,  and  he  had  a  store  in  which  all  the 
colore<l  men  had  an  interest;  he  ran  the  store,  and  they  paid  him  so  much.  I  suppose 
these  fellows  thought  that  he  was  getting  too  much  trade,  and  that  it  was  time  for  him 
to  leave  ;  so  they  persecuted  him  until  he  had  to  go  away;  and  he  was  lucky  to  get 
away.    He  ran  the  store,  and  the  colored  men  paid  nim  so  much. 

By  Mr.  Beck: 

Question.  Was  it  not  charged  that  there  was  considerable  stolen  property  coming  into 
the  store  which  ho  ran  t 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  that  was  one  thing.  And  they  said  he  had  too  many  guns;  that  he 
vas  getting  up  an  army.    He  only  had  three  or  four  guns  in  the  whole  store. 
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By  Mr.  Coburn: 

Question,  LHd  you  say  that  there  was  stolen  property  in  that  storo  f 

AnnDer,  1  said  they  thonght  there  was. 

Question,  Was  there  any  evidence  going  to  show  that  theie  was  f 

Answer,  No,  sir;  we  never  had  any.  One  of  the  witnesses  said  they  accused  him  of 
taking  in  cotton  and  one  thing  or  another ;  that  he  was  making  too  mnch  money  any- 
way. 

Question.  Did  yon  ever  hear  of  th^r  taking  any  arms  from  colored  people  down  there  f 

Answer.  1  have.    In  different  cases,  where  they  wonld  go  to  their  booses  to  Ko-Klox 
them,  they  would  search  for  their  arms  and  take  them  away. 
.     Question.  Is  that  part  of  the  business  of  the  Ku-Klnx  f 

Ansirer.  If  they  have  any  arms,  of  course  they  want  to  tqjce  them  away :  they  don*t 
want  them  to  bo  shooting  at  them.  It  is  very  natural  that  they  should  take  them  away 
if  they  come  across  them. 
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TlSfA  H.  LITTLE  sworn  and  examined. 

By  the  Chaikmax,  (Mr.  Pool:) 

Question.  Where  do  you  reside  f 

Answer,  At  Aberdeen,  Monroe  County,  Mississippi. 

Question,  State  generally  whatever  you  know  m  regard  to  the  enforcement  of  the 
law,  the  preservation  of  order,  and  the  safety  of  property  and  life  in  the  State  of  Mis- 
sissippi. 

Answer.  I  know  that  for  the  last  six  or  eight  months  the  county  in  which  I  live,  or, 
mther,  the  eastern  part  of  it,  has  been  in  a  state  of  terror;  that  five  or  six  men  hare 
been  assassinated  by  masked  men  at  night;  that  three  or  four  have  been  whipped,  aad 
one  has  been  shot.  Several  schools  have  been  broken  up,  and  a  great  many  perHons 
have  l>een  threatened  by  anonymous  letters.  Monroe  CouDty,  in  which  I  reside,  a 
divided  by  the  Tombigbee  River.  That  iwrtion  of  the  county  lying  east  of  the  Tom- 
bigbce  River  is  the  part  in  which  the  trouble  has  occurred.  But  one  outrage  baa  hap- 
pened within  that  time  on  the  western  side  of  the  river. 

Question.  These  outrages  you  mention  have  been  perpetrated  by  men  in  diaguiaef 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  At  night  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Armed  T 

Answer.  They  are  usually  reported  to  have  side-arms. 

Question.  In  what  numbers  do  they  generally  operate  f 

Anstcer.  I  have  heard  of  from  twenty  to  one  hundred  and  twenty ;  the  numbers  are 
variously  estimate<l. 

Question.  You  say  that  these  cases  have  occurred  within  the  last  six  or  eight  months f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.'  But  one  outrage  by  masked  men  has  happened  in  that  county  be- 
fore last  October. 

Question.  Have  you  heard  of  any  such  disturbances  in  other  portions  of  the  State  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  I  have  heard  of  disturbances  in  several  other  counties  of  Mis* 
sissippi. 

Question.  Name  them. 

Anstcer.  Lowndes,  Oktibbeha,  Chickasaw,  Pontotoc,  Lauderdale,  Tishemingo,  and 
in  several  other  counties  the  names  of  which  I  do  not  remember.  There  have  been 
general  rumors  throughout  the  State  of  disturbances. 

Question.  What  was  the  first  outrage  that  occurred  in  the  county  in  which  yoa 
reside  f 

Answer.  In  August,  1869 — I  think  that  was  the  time— a  man  was  taken  from  his  bed 
and  very  severely  whipiM^l  by  masked  men. 

Question.  How  many  masked  men  f 

Anstcer.  There  were  supposed  to  be  in  that  crowd  about  eight. 

Question.  What  was  the  name  of  the  man  who  was  whipped  T 

Answer.  William  McMillan. 

Question.  Was  he  a  white  or  a  colored  man  f 

Answer.  A  colore^l  man. 

Question.  What  accusation  did  they  bring  against  him  f 

Answer.  I  heard  of  none.  A  few  weeks  previous  to  that  he  had  had  a  difiSeulty  with 
a  white  man. 

Question,  Was  he  whipped  severely  f 

Answer.  I  saw  him  the  next  morning  after  he  was  whipped,  and  he  was  badly  beaten* 

Question.  Did  you  hear  what  the  men  said  to  him  when  they  whipped  him  t 
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Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  do  not  recollect  hearing  him  say  what  they  said  to  him. 

Question,  Were  any  parties  arreHted  for  that  outrage  T 

Answer,  One  or  two  were  arrested,  bat  nothing  was  proven  against  them. 

Qnestion,  Arrested  by  the  State  authorities  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Qitestion,  When  did  the  next  outrage  occur  in  your  county  T 

Answer,  I  think  it  was  in  October,  1870. 

Question,  What  was  that  case  f 

Answer,  Three  colored  men  were  taken  from  the  county  Jail ;  they  were  taken  about 
five  or  six  miles  from  the  Jail.  Two  of  them  were  killed.  One  of  them  escaped  pretty 
soon  after  they  were  taken  from  the  Jail — about  two  miles  from  it.  They  took  the 
other  two  on  some  three  or  four  miles  and  killed  them. 

Question,  How  many  men  were  engaged  in  that  f 

Answer,  My  recollection  is  that  there  were  some  twenty  or  twenty-five. 

Question  Disguised  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Were  these  men  who  were  taken  from  the  Jail  colored  men  f 

Anstrer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  What  were  their  names  f 

Answer.  The  names  of  the  two  who  were  killed  were  Joseph  Flint  and  Willis  Flint. 

Question.  What  was  the  name  of  the  one  who  escaped  f 

Anstrer.  Sanders  Flint. 

Question.  Were  they  all  of  one  family  f 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir— a  father  and  two  sons. 

Question,  Which  was  the  father  T 

Answer,  Sanders  Flint — the  one  who  escaped. 

Question.  How  were  the  other  two  killed  f 

Answer.  They  were  shot ;  at  least  they  wece  found  several  days  afterward  with  bal- 
let holes  through  their  heads  and  bodies. 

Question.  Many  bullet  holes  T 

Answer.  A  great  many  ;  I  don*t  recollect  the  nnmber. 

Question.  How  did  the  father  efiect  his  escape  f 

Answer.  He  was  well  acquainted  with  the  coyntry ;  had  lived  in  that  section  for  a 
long  time.  They  had  him  on  a  mule.  He  is  a  large,  powerful  man.  He  Just  leaped 
off  thelnnle  and  ran  through  the  woods. 

Question.  Did  they  fire  at  him  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  but  they  did  not  hit  him. 

Question.  State  what  those  three  men  had  been  arrested  for? 

Answer.  They  had  been  arrested  for  an  assault  upon  three  white  men :  they  had 
been  tried  by  a  Justice  of  the  peace,  and,  in  default  of  a  bond  ot  $500, 1  believe,  they 
were  sent  to  Jail. 

Question.  What  was  the  nature  of  the  offense  with  which  they  were  charged  T 

Answer,  Sanders  Flint  and  his  two  sonH  were  at  work  with  Brown  Park.  They  fell 
out  over  a  division  of  the  crop  of  com,  I  think  ;  and  a  general  fight  ensued  between 
throe  white  men  and  these  three  negroes,  in  which  the  negroes  were  put  to  flight. 
They  stayed  in  the  woods  for  a  day  or  two. 

Question.  Was  an v body  killed  or  seriously  hurt  in  that  fight  T 

Answer,  No,  sir.  1  tbink  clubs  were  used ;  and  one  young  white  fellow  received  a 
flesh  wound  in  the  shoulder. 

Question.  The  white  men  drove  the  negroes  into  the  woods  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir;  the  whit«  man,  himself,  Park,  with  whom  the  negroes  lived,  told 
me  that  they  ran  them  off. 

Question,  What  kind  of  a  man  is  Mr.  Park  f 

Answer.  He  is  a  rather  contentious  sort  of  a  roan ;  a  man  who  never  got  along  very 
well  with  the  neighbors.    He  has  that  reputation. 

Question.  He  was  the  owner  of  the  land  on  which  they  were  working? 

Answer^  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Is  he  a  man  of  wealth  f 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  a  well-to-do  farmer. 

Question.  You  say  the  negroes  fled  into  the  woods.    What  followed  f 

Answer,  They  remained  there  a  few  days,  when  they  were  assured  by  their  friends 
that  they  would  not  be  molested  if  they  would  come  in  and  give  themselves  up  to  be 
tried,  w  bich  they  did.    They  were  tried  and  sent  to  Jail  in  deiuult  of  bonds. 

Question,  The  father  and  the  two  sons  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  How  long  did  they  remain  in  jail  f 

Answer,  I  thmk  they  were  in  Jail  onJy  about  two  weeks;  or  probably  a  little  longer. 

Question,  When  were  they  taken  outt 

Answer,  They  were  taken  out  at  night. 

Question,  By  disguised  men  f 
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Anmter,  Yes,  sir. 

Quaition.  Were  tbe  white  men  ever  arrested  for  the  origiDal  difficulty — the  fight 
between  them  and  the  ue^^roes  f 

Anmcer,  I  do  not  recollect  whether  they  were  or  not.  If  they  were,  they  were 
acquitted.    That  is  my  recollection. 

Queniion.  There  was  no  Herions  damage  done  in  that  fight  f 

Jw«rer.  No.  sir;  nothing  Kcrioua. 

QuestioTL,  Did  the  State  authorities  arrest  any  one  for  the  murder  of  those  two 
negroes  1 

Jmwer.  Yes.  sir;  four  men  were  indicted  for  it  by  the  grand  jury  of  the  county; 
they  were  trie<l  at  that  term  of  the  court  and  acquitt^ 

Quention,  What  was  the  jiroof  in  that  caae  T 

Anitmr.  My  recollection  is  that  the  evidence  proved  alihi*.  The  proof  against  them 
was  not  strong. 

Queniiou,  That  was  the  end  of  that  transaction  f 

Anincrr.  Yes,  sir. 

Queation.  What  was  the  next  case  T 

Atmcer.  I  have  a  memorandum  of  dates  in  my  pocket.  I  think  the  next  ca.se  was 
the  killing  of  a  man  named  Tom  Durham  or  Uomberger,  by  about  twenty  disguijied 
men  in  March  or  February  of  this  year. 

Quention.  What  were  the  circumstances? 

Attgwer.  I  never  hcanl  the  circumstances  of  that  killing.  I  was  not  at  borne  at  tbe 
time.  1  simply  heard  thai  he  was  taken  out  at  night  and  kille^i  by  twenty  disguised 
men.  1  never  made  any  inquiries  about  it  when  I  came  home,  which  was  a  few  weeks 
after^'ard. 

QtieaUon.  W^hat  had  they  against  him  t 

Anturvr.  I  never  heard  any  charge  against  him. 

Qneation,  How  was  he  killed  X 

AuHurer.  1  think  he  was  shot. 

QM&ttioM.  Was  he  a  colored  man  T 

Amnrer.  Yes,  sir. 

Qiiea  ion.  Did  be  have  any  prominence  in  the  commnnity  f 

Atuncer.  No,  sir;  none  at  all. 

Quetttion.  State  another  case  f 

AnHirtr.  There  was  the  killing  of  Jack  Dupree,  a  colored  man.  I  think  he  was 
killc4l  in  March  or  April. 

Queiflion.  By  whom  f 

Anntcer.  By  a  band  of  disguised  men ;  I  never  heard  the  number,  bo  far  as  I  remember. 

Queniion.  At  night  ? 

AuHwer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Was  ho  taken  from  his  house  f 

Anmcer.  Yes,  sir;  he  was  taken  from  his  house  at  night. 

QticHtion.  How  did  they  kill  him  f 

Antncer,  I  have  heanl  that  he  was  drowned  in  a  stream.  I  do  not  know  whether  be 
was  shot  before  he  was  drowned  or  not. 

Qiieation.  What  was  the  charge  against  him  f 

Antnccr,  Well,  I  think  he  had  been  rather  more  prominent  in  politics  than  any  of  the 
balance  of  his  race  in  that  section  of  the  county. 

Question.  Prominent  as  a  republican  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  Ho  was  an  ignorant  man ;  he  was  simply  prominent  in  his  neigh- 
borhood. 

(Question.  W>re  there  any  charges  of  a  criminal  character  against  him? 

Answer.  I  never  heard  of  any. 

QuesUon,  Htate  another  case. 

Answer.  About  the  second  week  in  March,  Colonel  A.  P.  Huggins  was  whipped  in  the 
same  neightiorbood. 

Question.  As  the  circumstances  of  that  case  have  already  been  detailed  to  tbe  commit- 
tee by  Colonel  Huggins.  it  is  not  necessary  for  you  to  go  into  the  particulars. 

Answer.  I  simply  heard  the  circumstances  from  him. 

Question.  State  another  case. 

Answer.  I  think  it  was  in  April  that  Aleck  Page,  a  colored  man,  was  killed  in  the 
same  neighborhood. 

Question.  What  were  the  circumstances  concerning  bis  killing  T 

Answer.  He  had  had  some  drunken  broil  with  the  man  with  whom  be  was  at  work. 
I  think  they  were  both  drunk  and  had  some  little  difficulty.  They  fell  out  of  a  wagon 
as  they  were  returning  from  town  together,  or  one  pushed  the  other  ont;  perhaps  the 
negro  pushed  the  white  man  out. 

Question.  Had  they  gone  to  town  together  T 

Answer.  They  had  gone  to  town  together  and  got  drank,  and  they  were  returning 
from  town. 
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n.  Had  they  been  drinking  togethcsrt 
T  do  not  know  whether  they  had  been  drinking  together.    They  had  both 

I?- 
^^  iH  anybody  hurt  in  the  difficulty  in  the  wagon? 

^^^  'r ;  not  seriously. 

^id  that  some  time  after  this  Page  was  killed  f 


^  ^t  were  the  circurastances  attending  his  killing. 

■^ ,  d  some  time  after  that.    For  a  ft*w  weeks  after  that  occurrence 

"  -  ^.^  '-lid  out  at  night.    He  worked  for  his  employer  during  the  day 

■^^  '  be  night. — would  not  sleep  in  his  house. 

'        '  \  oloyer  with  whom  he  bad  had  the  difficulty! 

Sa^       ^.  'iployer  or  a  nmu  who  worked  with  his  employer;  I  do 

^^     S^  ^  »ed  by  other  colored  men  on  the  place  that  lie  would 

▼  'V  useless  for  him  to  lie  out  any  longer.    He  had  been 

.  were  going  to  kill  him  for  the  matter,  and  he  gjive  that 
flight.    He  was  assured  that  he  would  not  be  molested ; 
iile  for  him  to  lie  out.     He  came  back^  and  the  same  uight  he  . 
Am  from  his  cabin  and  killed. 

./Ul  f 

.  band  of  disguised  men. 
Alow  manyf 
.  I  have  heard  the  number  yariously  estimated.    I  think  from  what  I  have 
.  there  were  about  thirty-tive. 

i/wtv»/io».  How  was  he  killed  f 

Anmcer.  He  was  shot,  I  understood. 

QueHtian,  Was  he  taken  from  his  house  f 

An8irer.  Yes,  sir. 

Quenti^n.  Stat^  any  other  case. 

An^ver.  The  next  case  was  the  killing  of  Abe  Womble,  a  colored  man. 

Quention,  When  did  that  occur  f 

Anmcer.  In  the  latter  part  of  last  May.  He  was  taken  from  his  house  at  night  and 
shot. 

Question,  By  whom  f 

Anmcer.  By  a  band  of  about  twenty  disguised  men,  as  is  supposed.  That  is  what  his 
wife  stated. 

Question,  State  the  circumstances  connected  with  it. 

AuHtcer.  I  never  heard  anything  further  of  the  circumstances  than  that  he  was  taken 
from  his  house  at  night  and  killed — was  found  next  morning  a  short  distance  from  the 
house. 

Que9ii<m.  How  was  he  killed  f 

Atisiver.  He  was  shot. 

Question.  Waa  he  beaten  as  well  aa  shot  f 

Answer,  I  never  heard  that  he  was  beaten;  he  may  have  been. 

Quefttian.  W^as  he  shot  in  more  than  one  place  f 

Answer,  Ho  was  shot  several  times,  I  understood. 

Question.  What  was  the  charge  against  himf 

Answer.  I  beard  of  no  charges  against  him.  I  had  heard  that  he  had  had  some  diffi- 
culty with  his  wife  some  time  previous  to  that.  It  was  supposed  that  that  was  the 
cause  of  it. 

Question,  What  sort  of  a  difficulty  was  it  f 

Anrnrer,  He  perhaps  whipped  his  wife,  or  something  of  that  sort.  He  was  a  Method- 
ist preacher.    It  was  supposed  that  he  was  killed  for  whipping  his  wife. 

Question.  Did  he  preach  to  the  colored  people  f 

Anstcer.  Yes,  sir ;  he  was  a  colored  man  himself. 

^^.lestion.  Did  you  ever  hear  any  charges  of  a  criminal  character  against  him  f 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Qnesti4m.  Did  you  know  him  f 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  did  not  know  him. 

Question.  State  any  other  case  that  yon  know  of. 

Answer.  I  heard  of  the  shooting  of  Ab  Atkins,  a  colored  man,  which  occurred  some 
•  time  last  spring.    He  was  shot  and  only  slightly  wounded.    In  the  same  neighborhood 
Joseph  Atkins  was  whipped.    I  also  heard  of  the  whipping  of  Santee  Butler,  a  very  old 
black  man,  in  the  latter  part  of  the  winter — February  or  March. 

Question.  Whatifv^as  ho  whipped  for  f 

Answer.  Ho  had  said  that  unless  the  Ku-Klux  outrages  ceased,  it  would  get  the  coun- 
try into  trouble— a  remaik  something  similar  to  that. 

Question.  Do  you  know  what  the  other  men  were  assaulted  for  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  A1>  Atkins,  I  understood,  was  shot  because  he  said  that  he  had 
purchased  a  pistol,  and  that  he  intended  to  shoot  the  first  man  that  darkened  his  door 
at  night. 
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Qtieaiion,  At  what  place  did  they  shoot  him  f 

Avsicer.  They  shot  him  near  his  house,  I  think.  I  think  he  ran  ont  of  his  house  and 
they  shot  him. 

Question,  Was  it  done  hy  disguised  men  T 

Jnswer,  Yes,  sir. 

Qffestion.  Can  yon  stato  what  the  other  men  were  whipped  for  f 

Anmcer.  I  have  heard  various  rumors.  Colonel  Iluggins,  I  UOieve,  was  the  only  other 
one  who  was  whipped.    I  suppose  he  has  told  the  committee  what  he  was  whipped  ior. 

By  Mr.  Blair:         • 
Question.  What  was  he  whipped  ibr  f 

Atisicer.  He  was  whipi)e<l,  so  the  Columhus  Index  said,  because  he  refused  to  leave 
the  country.    I  saw  that  statement  in  the  Columbus  Index — a  democratic  paper. 

By  the  Chaibxan,  (Mr.  Pool  :) 

Question,  Were  these  other  outrages  committed  in  the  same  neighborhood  or  county 
in  which  Colonel  Hnggins  was  whippe<1  f 

Answer.  They  were  all  committed  in  the  same  county,  and  several  of  them  in  the 
same  locality.  The  killing  of  DuprcM*  and  Page  and  the  whipping  of  Santee  Butler  all 
occurred  in  the  same  portion  of  the  county  as  the  whipping  of  Colonel  Hoggins. 

Question,  Was  anybody  arrested  by  the  State  authorities  for  these  crimes? 

Anstccr.  For  the  outrage  couiuiitted  in  October  of  last  year  four  persons,  as  I  hare 
stated,  were  indicted  by  the  grand  jury,  tried,  anil  acquitted.  Six  or  eight  weeks  ago 
some  twenty-tive  or  twenty-seven  persons  were  arrested  by  the  United  States  author- 
ities.  • 

Que»Aion,  I  understand  that.  I  asked  whether  there  have  been  any  indictments  by 
the  State  authorities  for  the  killiug  of  those  negroes,  or  any  other  outrage  that  yoa 
hav«^  mentioned  except  that  upon  the  men  who  were  taken  out  of  jail  f 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question,  Some  weeks  ago  there  was  a  move  made  by  the  United  States  authorities  f 

Answer .  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  And  some  indictments  were  found  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

i^uestion.  Do  you  refer  to  the  Oxford  trials  T 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Do  yen  know  anything  abont  the  disclosures  made  there  f 

Answer.  No,  sir;  I  do  not.  I  was  not  there.  I  know  that  there  were  some  twenty- 
five  or  twenty-seven  persons  arrested.    I  do  not  know  how  many  were  indicted. 

Question.  They  were  arrested  and  carried  to  Oxford  T 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  I  think  something  has  been  said  in  regard  to  some  public  demonstration 
made  at  the  time  of  their  arrest  and  perhaps  after  their  return.  Do  you  know  any- 
thing about  thatf 

Answer.  On  their  return  there  was  some  demonstration.  A  considerable  crowd 
tunied  out  and  met  them  at  the  depot.  They  had  an  old  cannon  ont  and  tired  it  sev- 
eral  times.  It  was  the  intention  to  have  the  brass  band  ont,  but  one  of  the  members 
declineil  to  go.    They  had  a  general  good  time  and  jollitication. 

Question.  Who  participated  in  that  f 

Answer.  I  do  not  think  there  was  any  person  but  democrats.  I  never  beard  of  any 
republicans  participating  in  it. 

Question,  Was  there  any  demonstration  of  support  or  sympathy  at  the  time  the  arrests 
were  made  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir.  The  parties  were  paroled  and  allowed  to  be  on  the  streets  for  a 
day  and  a  half;  and  sympathy  for  them  was  pretty  freely  shown* 

Question,  In  what  way  f 

Answer,  I  understood  that  money  was  made  up  to  defray  their  expenses.  It  was  also 
stated  by  the  democratic  newspaper,  the  Aberdeen  Examiner,  that  some  four  lawyers 
or  Qiore  had  volunteered  to  defend  tbein. 

Question.  Volunteered  to  go  from  Aberdeen  to  Oxford  to  defend  them  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  What  lawyers  were  those  f 

Answer,  The  paper  stated,  I  think,  that  Mr.  £.  O.  Sykes,  R.  E.  Houston,  R.  O.  Rey- 
nolds, and  J.  D.  McClnsky  had  volunteered.  It  is  my  recollection  that  the  paperstated 
that. 

Question.  Have  yon  an  ex-United  States  judge  living  in  your  town# 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Qutstion.  Who  is  he  f 

Answer.  8.  J.  Gholson. 

^estton.  He  was  a  United  States  district  judge  before  the  warf 

Answer,  Yes^  sir. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


MISSISSIPPI.  363 

QuestUm.  Waa  he  employed  for  the  defense  in  the  cases  of  these  men  arrested  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  have  understood  he  was  one  of  the  counsel  for  the  defense ;  I  have 
heard  so  freonently. 

Question,  Were  those  lawyers  who  volunteered  democrats  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Qnestian,  State  anything  you  know  in  connection  with  that.  ^ 

Answer.  I  have  heard  that  they  denied  that  they  did  volunteer.  It  was  generally 
understood  at  the  time  the  men  were  taken  off  that  those  lawyers  had  volunteered.  I 
was  not  at  Oxford  at  the  trial ;  and  I  know  nothing  about  what  transpired  there. 

Question,  What  has  been  the  general  course  of  the  community  there  in  regard  to 
expressing  approbation  or  disapprobation  of  these  offenses  f 

Answer.  Well,  sir,  but  very  few  i)ersons  had  the  boldness  to  denounce  them.  I  know 
of  several  persons  who  did  denounce  them  and  were  advised  not  to  talk  on  that  sub- 
ject— not  to  denounce  them;  that  it  was  not  policy  to  do  so;  that  it  would  be  better 
for  them  not  to  do  so. 

Question.  Who  gave  such  advice  to  them  f 

Answer.  I  have  neard  of  several  citizens  doing  it,  saying  that  they  thought  it  prudent 
not  to  denounce  them. 

QuesHon.  Why? 

Anstcer.  They  thought  it  highly  probable  that  those  who  denounced  them  might  get 
themselves  into  trouble.  I  know  of  several  persons  who  denounced  them  receiving 
anonymous  letters  signed  by  Kn-Klux. 

Question.  Have  you  noticed  any  difference  between  the  democrats  and  the  republicans 
in  their  manner  of  treating  these  outranges — as  to  denouncing  them  or  upholding  themf 

Answer.  Yes,  sir^  a  very  decided  difference. 

Question.  What  is  the  difference  f 

Answer.  The  republicans  denounce  them,  while  the  other  side  do  not.  I  have 
heard  of  some  of  them  saying  that  they  thought  them  wrong,  or  ought  not  to  be  done, 
but  could  not  be  helped,  and  things  of  that  sort.  ISome  of  them  pretend  to  oppose 
them. 

By  Mr.  Coburx  : 
Question,  On  what  ground  do  thev  justify  such  proceedings  T 
Anstcer.  I  have  never  talked  to  them  on  that  subject  at  iQl. 
Question,  On  what  ground  do  they  excuse  them  f 

Anstcer.  I  believe  they  excuse  them  on  the  ground  of  oppression,  high  taxes,  &o.  I 
have  never  tal)Led  to  them  on  that  subject. 

By  the  Chairman,  (Mr.  Fool:) 

Question.  Do  any  of  the  republicans  express  any  approbation,  or  give  any  excuses 
for  them  T 

Ansieer.  Never ;  I  never  heard  one  do  so. 

Qnestion.  What  is  the  course  of  the  public  press  in  regard  to  the  matter  T 

Answer.  The  Aberdeen  Examiner,  a  democratic  paper,  stated  on  the  17th  of  March 
last,  that  there  was  no  doubt  about  the  existence  of  the  Ku-Klux  Klan  in  that  county, 
and  as  they  would  ride— I  think  that  was  the  expression — it  advised  the  people  to 
behave  themselves. 

Question.  Have  you  known  any  democrats  to  be  attacked  by  this  Klan  f 

Answer.  Never;  I  never  heard  of  one  being  attacked. 

Question.  What  effect  does  this  condition  of  affairs  produce  upon  the  colored  people  f 

Anstrtr.  It  produces  a  ver^'  demoralizing  effect  ui)on  them. 

Question,  A  state  of  terrorism  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  a  few  weeks  ago  the  colored  people  had  a  meeting  in  Aberdeen,  at 
the  church,  at  which  the  subject  of  emigration  from  the  country  was  discussed.  In  the 
eastern  paii;  of  the  county  especially  they  have  been  badly  liightened,  and,  in  fact,  in  a 
state  of  terror  for  six  or  eight  months. 

Question.  Do  thej'  sleep  in  their  houses  f 

Anstcer.  I  have  heard  of  some  orthem  lying  out  at  night.  ^ 

Question.  Does  this  state  of  affairs  interfere  with  their  labor  f 

Answer,  Some  of  them  have  left  their  crops  and  come  to  town.  I  have  known  a  few 
to  do  so. 

Question,  Come  to  town  to  live  f 

Ansirer.  Yes,  sir;  for  safety. 

Question,  Have  yon  heard  of  the  burning  of  any  school-houses  in  that  county  f 

Answer,  I  do  not  remember  that  any  school-houses  have  been  burned. 

^eB^toft.  Any  churches  f 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  I  heard  a  rumor  of  the  burning  of  one  school-house.  I  don't  know 
whether  it  wajs  true. 

Question,  You  said  in  the  beginning  of  your  testimony  that  schools  had  been  broken 
up? 
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Anmcer.  TeB,  sir ;  I  have  heard  of  several  teachers  of  free  schools  reeetving  notices  to 
qnit  their  schools. 
Question,  Colored  schools  f 

Awnctr,  Yes,  sir;  also  one  white  school  that  I  know  of. 
Question.  Have  schools  heen  broken  up? 
Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

By  Mr.  CofiCRN : 
Question.  What  reason  do  they  give  for  wanting  to  break  np  the  schools  T 
Answer.  It  is  opposition  to  free  schools.    They  ai«  opposed  to  iree  schools. 

By  the  Chairman,  (Mr.  Pool  :) 

Question.  What  has  been  the  gem^ral  conduct  of  the  colored  people  in  that  county  t 

Ansiver.  Their  condQct  has  been  very  good,  in  my  opinion. 

Question.  Have  you  heard  of  the  burning  of  any  bams  f 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Have  you  heard  of  any  case  of  rape,  or  anything  of  that  sortf 

Ansicer.  A  man  was  convictWl  some  eighteen  months  ago  of  an  attempt  to  commit  a 
rape,  and  was  sent  to  the  penitentiary  for  ten  years. 

Question.  Was  be  a  white  or  a  colored  man  f 

Answer.  A  colored  man  f 

Question.  Was  he  convicted  of  rape  upon  a  white  woman  f 

Answer.  A  white  woman.  The  case  pioduced  but  little  excitement^  however,  at  the 
time. 

Question.  Yon  have  heard  of  nothing  of  the  kind  since  f 

Answer.  Ko,  sir.  That  was  simply  an  attempt.  I  do  not  know  that  the  man  even  got 
hold  of  the  woman.  I  heard  the  evidence,  and  it  was  very  slight;  but  the  man  was 
sent  to  the  penitentiary  ior  ten  years. 

Question.  Have  there  been  any  other  outrages  of  a  serious  character  committed  by 
colored  men  in  that  county  within  the  last  year  or  twof 

Answer.  No,  sir,  1  have  not  heard  of  any. 

Question.  Their  conduct,  you  say,  has  been  remarkably  good  T 

Anstct-r.  Yes,  sir;  remarkable. 

Question.  What  are  the  relative  numbers  of  whites  and  blacks  f 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  the  exact  proportion;  I  know  the  difference  between  the 
numbers  of  the  white  and  black  voters. 

Question.  What  is  the  dififeiencef 

Answer.  The  majority  of  blacks  is  some  thirteen  hundred. 

Question.  Do  you  suppose  that  these  Ku-Klux  operations  have  any  influence  upon  the 
voting  f 

Answer.  We  have  had  but  one  State  election  since  the  thing  commenced.  We  had 
an  election  in  the  city  a  few  days  ago.  There  was  no  intimidation  there ;  none  of 
these  outrages  have  been  committed  in  the  city.  But  they  will  have  some  effect  upon 
those  living  on  the  east  side  of  the  river  where  the  outrages  have  been  committed. 

Question.  Do  you  think  there  is  anything  political  connected  with  the  movements  of 
the  Ku-Klux  f 

Answer.  I  have  heard  of  one  or  two  men  saying  that  they  could  carry  the  county  in 
the  coming  election  in  November,  notwithstanding  the  fact  th^t  we  carried  it  the  last 
time  by  upward  of  sixteen  hundred  majority ;  that  they  expect  to  vote  Ave  hundred, 
and  to  Ku-klux  five  hundred,  and  in  that  way  carry  the  county. 

Question.  Was  that  said  in  regard  to  the  colored  men  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Has  anything  been  said  by  these  disguised  men  to  the  persons  whom  they 
have  outraged  in  reganl  to  voting  or  political  parties  t 

Anstcer.  No,  sir ;  Ihave  never  heard  of  their  saying  anything  of  that  kind  to  thera. 
I  have  heard  from  two  sources  that  they  say  they  do  not  intend  to  ride  any  more  at 
night  in  the  county,  untU  about  ten  days  before  the  next  election  ;  that  they  intend 
t4>  vi|it  the  colored  voters  on  the  east  side  of  the  river,  and  notify  them  that  if  they 
vote  the  radical  ticket,  they  will  probably  vote  in  hell  the  next  time  they  vote.  That 
is  the  expreshion  I  have  heard  from  two  sources ;  that  that  was  the  intention. 

Question.  Has  the  recent  action  of  the  United  States  Government  had  any  tendency 
to  quiet  these  things  f 

Answer.  I  do  not  Know  whether  it  has  quieted  things  much  or  not.  There  have  not 
heen  any  outrages  committed  since  those  arrests  were  made.  ' ' 

Question.  Has  there  been  any  excitement  f 

Answer.  There  was  considerable  excitement  in  the  county  when  the  arrests  were 
made.  But  the  democrats,  for  the  last  three  or  four  weeks,,  have  been  giving  a  series 
of  barbecues  in  the  county,  which  have  had  a  tendency  to  allay  the  excitement. 

Question,  Have  these  dedarations  that  there  is  to  be  no  more  riding  around  until 
some  days  before  the  election  been  made  since  the  action  of  the  United  States  Govern- 
ment f 

Answer.  Te8.8ir.  , 
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By  Mr.  Beck: 

Question,  Give  us  those  two  sources  of  information  to  which  you  have  referred  T 

AnsiPer.  The  first  information  I  got  came  from  a  crowd  of  younjj  men  at  church,  some 
five  weeks  ago,  who  invited  a  young  man  present  to  join  them.  They  were  disout-siug 
the  subject,  and  they  said  that  that  course  had  been  decided  upon,  aud  they  asked  this 
young  man  who  was  present  to  join  them. 

Questian.  Give  the  names  of  those  young  men  f 

AnsKer,  I  do  not  know  the  names  of  the  young  men  ;  I  could  not  ascertain  them. 

By  the  Chairman,  (Mr.  Pool  : ) 
Qticstion.  Can  you  give  the  name  of  the  young  roan  who  wan  asked  to  join  them  T 
Answer,  I  do  not  remember  his  name.    Mr.  Anderson,  who  I  believe  has  been  sum- 
moned hero,' and  with  whom  this  young  man  lives,  can  give  his  name.    Iwasinti'o- 
dnced  to  him  and  would  know  him ;  but  I  do  not  remember  his  name. 

By  Mr.  Beck  : 

Question.  Did  he  tell  yon  about  this  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir  ;  the  young  man  himself  told  me  about  it. 

Question.  You  do  not  remember  his  name  or  the  names  of  any  of  the  men  he  was 
talking  with  t 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  he  did  not  know  their  names  himself.  The  young  man  whom  they 
invited  to  join  them  had  recently  come  from  Alabama. 

Question.  Did  he  tell  yon  that  their  programme  was  what  you  have  stated  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  he  told  me  that  that  was  their  programme  or  purpose ;  he  also  told 
me  that  he  had  learned  from  another  man,  named  Traynham,  that  that  was  the  pro- 
gramme. 

Question.  Does  he  live  at  Aberdeen  T 

Answer,  No,  sir,  at  Athens,  Mississippi,  near  Aberdeen. 

Question,  In  your  county  f 

Answer.  Yes,  si'". 

Question.  Give  us  your  other  source  of  information  f 

Ansirer.  Well,  sir,  I  got  my  information  from'the  same  source.  This  young  man  had 
derived  his  infonnation  from  two  sources  :  I  got  my  information  from  him.  He  learned 
it  from  the  crowd  of  young  men  at  church,  and  also  from  Mr.  Traynham. 

Question.  Then  all  your  information  is  from  one  source— that  young  man  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  He  obtained  his  information  from  two  sources  and  you  obtained  yours 
tiom  one  f 

Ansicer.  Yes,  sir. 

By  the  Chairman,  (Mr.  Pool  : ) 

Question.  The  young  man  of  whom  yon  speak  lives  with  Mr.  Anderson  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Has  he  recently  come  to  your  State  from  Alabama? 

Answer.  Yes,  nir ;  about  two  months  ago. 

QuestUm.  Does  any  other  young  man  who  came  from  Alabama  live  with  Mr.  Anderson  f 

Answer.  No,  sir;  he  is  the  only  young  man.  Mr.  Anderson  himself  first  told  me  of 
the  circumstance,  and  he  afterward  took  me  to  the  young  man  and  introduced  me. 

Question.  You  have  heard  of  outrages  in  other  countiesT 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  What  sort  of  outrages  have  been  perpetrated  in  those  other  counties  f 

Answer,  I  have  heard  of  the  whipping  of  Mr.  Cornelius  McBride,  a  school  teacher, 
in  the  county  of  Chickasaw.  He  was  whipped  the  latter  part  of  March,  I  think,  by 
a  small  band  of  disguised  men. 

Question.  We  have  had  that  case  presented  to  us  by  the  testimony  of  Mr.  McBride. 
Name  any  other  case. 

Answer.  1  have  heard  of  other  whippings  and  killings,  but  the  names  and  exact  cir- 
cumstances I  do  not  remember.  I  have  heard  of  the  Meridian  riot,  where  some  eight 
men  were  killed ;  and  I  have  heard  of  the  Pontotoc  Kn-Klux  affair,  of  which  you  have 
had  information,  I  suppose. 

Question.  Have  you  neard  of  the  whipping  of  men  in  the  counties  you  have  named 
around  there  T 

Answer.  Yes,«ir. 

Question.  You  do  not  recollect  the  names  of  the  persons  whipped  f 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  the  occurrences  were  rather  common,  and  I  never  charged  my  mind 
with  them  ;  1  never  believed  in  the  existence  of  the  Ku-Klux  until  some  three  or  four 
months  ago ;  I  never  believed  until  then  that  there  was  such  a  thing. 

Question.  Do  you  know  whether  they  have  any  obligations,  oaths,  or  anything  of  that 
Mrtf 

Answer.  No,  sir;  I  do  not. 
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QueslUm,  Do  you  know  aDything  about  their  signs  or  pass-words  t 

Answer.  No,  sir;  I  do  not. 

Question,  What  class  of  men  compose  the  Ku-Klnx  organization  f 

Anstver.  I  do  not  know  who  it  is  that  compose  it;  the  persons  arrested  and  taken  to 
Oxford  were  most  of  them,  I  beliere,  well-to-do  farmers. 

Question,  Do  any  of  the  democrats  appear  to  be  afraid  of  the  Ku-Elax  f 

Anstrer,  No,  sir. 

Question,  You  never  heard  of  any  of  the  democrats  expressing  any  apprehension  of  a 
visit  from  the  Ku-KlnxT 

Ansicer,  No,  sir. 

Question.  Do  the  republicans  generally  apprehend  visits  f 

Ansicer.  Well,  some  of  the  timid  ones  do;  tho^e  about  town  do  not;  those  living  at 
Aberdeen  have  no  apprehension,  because  we  have  soldiers  there. 

Question,  You  mean  United  States  soldiers  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Who  is  in  command  of  those  soldiers  at  Aberdeen  T 

Answer,  Colonel  Rose,  of  the  Sixteenth  Infantry ;  he  has  one  company  there. 

Question,  State  anything  further  that  you  know  bearmg  upon  this  general  subject. 

Anstcer,  I  do  not  believe  that  I  know  anything  further ;  I  cannot  think  of  anything 
Just  now. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 

Question,  Have  you  ever  heard  of  any  bands  of  disguised  men  coming  into  your  county 
from  other  States  f 

Anstcer,  I  never  have. 

Question.  Has  it  been  reported  in  your  county  that  bands  of  disguised  men  from 
Alabama  came  over  into  Mississippi  f 

Answer.  1  have  never  heard  of  any. 

Question,  Have  you  heard  of  any  going  into  other  counties  T 

Answer.  I  have  heard  of  bands  of  disguised  men  coming  into  Lauderdale  County  from 
Alabama. 

Question,  Have  you  heard  ot  any  untisual  complaints  among  the  planters,  that  the 
colored  people  were  not  working  as  well  as  they  did  formerly  f 

Answer.  No,  sir;  I  have  not. 

Question,  Do  you  hear  any  unusual  complaints  in  regard  to  their  general  conduct— 
that  they  are  inclined  to  steal  or  to  roam  over  the  country  more  than  usual f 

Answer.  They  are  not  so  much  inclined  to  roam  over  the  country  as  they  were  in 
1865  and  1866.  They  are  occasionally  arrested,  as  white  men  are,  for  theft;  but  they 
are  usually  punished. 

Question,  You  sjioke  of  the  breaking  np  of  free  schools;  what  is  the  alleged  cause  foi 
the  breaking  up  of  these  schools  T 

Ansirer,  Opposition  to  free  schools  was  the  only  cause. 

Question.  Have  you  any  free  schools  now  in  Aberdeen  f 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  none  in  operation  now. 

Question,  Have  you  any  in  the  county  f 

Answer.  I  do  not  think  there  are  any  in  the  county ;  there  may  be  one  or  two. 

Question,  What  is  usually  assigned  as  the  cause  of  this  Ku-Klux  organization  f  Ton 
spoke  something  of  high  taxes ;  is  that  the  usual  complaint? 

Answer.  I  have  understood  that  that  was  the  cause.  In  fact,  persons  have  told  mc 
that  as  long  as  taxes  were  so  high,  there  would  be  Ku-Klux  in  the  country. 

Question,  Still  they  do  not  Ku-Klux,  as  a  general  thing,  the  persons  who  impose  these 
taxes T 

Answer.  Well,  Colonel  Huggins  may  have  been  whipped  for  that.  I  believe  I  have 
heard  somebody  say  he  was  whipped  x>erhaps  on  that  account.  He  was  superintendent 
of  education.  But  no  tax  has  ever  been  collected  or  levied  in  Monroe  County  foi 
school  ]mrposes. 

Question,  He  is  also  an  assessor  of  United  States  internal  revenue  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir.    He  is  an  assistant  assessor  of  the  revenue. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question,  How  long  have  you  lived  where  you  now  reside  f 

Answer,  I  have  lived  nearly  four  years  in  Aberdeen. 

Question,  What  is  your  employment  there  f 

Answer,  I  am  now  a  member  of  the  State  senate  from  Monroe  and  Chickasaw  Conn* 
ties.    I  have  been  farming  and  merchandising  some  since  I  have  been  there. 

Question,  When  were  you  elected  to  the  State  senate  f 

Answer,  In  1669. 

Question,  From  where  did  you  go  to  Blississippi  f 

Answer,  From  Calhoun,  Southern  Kentucky. 

Question,  Was  there  not  a  meeting  of  influential  democrats  very  recently,  about  the 
time  the  court  was  held,  discountenancipg  these  affairs  f 
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Answer.  There  was,  I  understood,  (I  was  absent  at  the  time,)  a  meeting  of  citizens 
held  in  February  last,  or  some  time  last  spring.  A  few  citizens  of  the  town  hold  a 
meeting  at  the  court-bouse,  at  which  I  think  they  rather  disconntenauced  these  pro- 
ceef lings.  Bat  I  am  not  certain  that  the  meeting  was  held.  While  I  was  at  home  a 
low  days  from  the  Icj^islature,  I  understood  that  a  meeting  was  to  be  held.  My  im- 
pression is  that  the  citizens  did  hold  a  meeting. 

ideation*  How  long  had  you  lived  in  Kentucky  before  leaving  there  f 

Atntwer.  I  was  born  and  raised  in  Kentucky. 

Question.  These  transactions  of  which  you  have  spoken,  are  they  all  within  your  own 
knowledge  f 

AnHwer.  No,  sir ;  I  have  not  witnessed  any  of  them.  I  have  never  been  present  at 
the  whipping  or  killing  of  any  person. 

Queittion.  What  is  the  ground  of  comxdaint,  if  any,  among  the  citizens  there  f  What 
do  they  allege  f 

Answer.  They  are  generally  opposed  to  radicalism ;  and  that,  I  believe,  is  about  all  I 
hear  th«m  say. 

Question.  Is  it  not  rather  opposition  to  the  heavy  taxation  that  is  imposed  f 

Awnrer.  There  is  considerable  complaint  ag^ainst  the  taxes.  There  has  never  lieen 
any  school  tax,  however,  levied  or  collected  in  Monroe  County,  under  the  receht  law. 
There  may  have  been  two  years  ago,  but  there  has  lM;en  none  under  the  school  law 
which  was  enacted  by  the  legislatnie  of  1870;  there  has  never  been  any  tux  collected 
under  that  law.  Schools  were  organized  and  put  into  operation,  with  the  expectation 
that  the  tax  would  bo  levied  and  collected  ;  and  we  also  had  on  hand  about  $10,000  of 
the  Chickasaw  school  fund.  With  the  expectation  that  the  tax  would  be  levied  and 
collected,  school-houses  were  built,  school-teachers  employed,  and  schools  put  in  oper- 
ation. 

Question.  How  was  that  done  f   . 

Anstver.  By  the  board  of  education  and  the  superintendent  of  education  of  the 
ooanty. 

Question.  Do  yon  mean  Mr.  Hngginsf 

Answer.  He  is  the  superintendent  of  education.  This  was  done  by  the  board  of  school 
directors. 

Question.  These  school-houses  were  built  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  But  schools  were  not  tanght  there  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;   schools  were  commenced  pretty  generally  throughout  the  county. 

Question.  And  the  tax  assessed  f 

Answer.  No,  sir;  it  never  was  levied  or  assessed. 

Question.  Was  not  that  tax  the  entire  ground  of  opposition  f 

Answer.  I  do  not  think  it  could  have  been.  There  was  considerable  complaint  that 
the  tax  was  going  to  be  levied ;  but  still  it  never  was  levied. 

Question.  Why  was  it  not  levied  t 

Answer.  The  impression  with  the  republicans  there  is  that  it  was  not  levied  because 
the  board  of  supervisors  were  afraid  to  lev  y  it.  The  miyority  of  the  board  lived  on 
the  east  side  of  the  river,  and  the  impression  of  all  the  republicans  whom  I  have  heard 
express  themselves,  is  that  the  board  of  supervisors  were  afraid  to  levy  it.  The  Ku- 
Klux  have  asserted  that  it  never  should  be  levied.* 

Question.  How  do  you  know  that  1 

Answer.  Simply  from  coumion  rumor. 

By  Mr.  Coburn  : 

Question.  By  what  metho<l  were  these  school-houses  built  recently  f 

Answer.  They  were  built  under  contract. 

Question.  Were  they  built  from  the  proceeds  of  taxation,  or  by  subscription  T 

'Answer.  They  were  built  by  contractors  who  expected  to  get  their  pay  from  the  taxes 
that  were  to  be  levied,  but  which  never  were  levied. 

Question.  Have  the  school-houses  been  paid  for  f 

Answer.  No,  sir;  the  tax  has  never  been  levied  to  pay  for  them. 

Question.  Who  is  in  debt  for  those  school-honses — ^the  State  or  the  county  f 

Answer.  The  connty  is  in  debt  for  them. 

Qa«8<tofi.  Do  you  knuw  how  much  your  connty  is  in  debt  for  school-houses  f 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  do  not. 

Question.  Have  not  school-houses  been  built  by  subscription  f 

Answer.  Some  have,  I  have  understood,  been  built  by  subscription. 

Question.  How  many  have  been  built  by  the  method  you  nam&— by  contractors,  with 
the  expectation  of  being  paid  from  taxes  to  be  leAied  f 

Answer.  Well,  I  do  not  Know  the  number. 

*    By  Mr.  Blair: 
Question.  As  many  as  forty  f 
Answer.  It  seems  to  me  there  have  been  abont  twonty-five  or  thirty  built. 
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By  Mr.  Coburn  : 
Question.  Over  what  district  of  coantry  f 
Anmcer.  Throughout  the  whole  county. 
Question.  Within  what  time  f 

Annrer.  They  were  built  from  last  fall  up  to  this  spring. 

Question.  Can  you  speak  of  the  State  in  connection  with  tliifi  matter  of  buildiog 
school-houses  t 
Attstrer.  No,  sir;  I  cannot. 

Question.  Yon  only  testify,  then,  as  to  your  own  connty  f 
Answer.  Yes,  sir.  . 

By  Mr.  Beck: 

Question.  How  many  have  been  bnilt  in  Monroe  County  T 

Answer.  My  impression  is  that  some  twenty-6ve  or  thirty  have  been  bniJt. 

Question.  To  be  paid  out  of  this  tax  which  the  legislature  imposed  for  that  pnrpospf 

Answer.  Not  a  tax  that  the  legislature  imposed,  but  a  tax  that  the  legislature  gave 
the  board  of  supervisors  of  each  county  the  right  to  impose. 

Question.  The  law  gave  to  the  board  of  supervisors  of  each  connty  the  right  to  im- 
pose such  taxes  as  would  build  the  necessary  sohool-houses  and  employ  the  neceshair 
number  of  teachers  to  establish  a  system  of  education  in  each  county ;  each  cooDtj 
bearing  its  own  taxt 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  And  was  it  not  the  fact  that  wherever  there  were  twenty-five  children  of 
school  age  not  residing  within  tliree  miles  of  an  established  school-house,  they  hud  a 
right  to  a  school-house  and  a  school  teacher  f 

Answer.  I  am  not  certain  about  that ;  my  mind  is  not  clear  on  that  subject.  I  have 
never  read  the  school  bill  since  it  was  printed,  but' that  is  probably  tlie  case. 

By  the  Chairman,  (Mr.  Pool  :) 
Question.  Did  you  say  your  county  had  a  fund  of  $10,000  T 

Answer.  Yos,  sir ;  some  ten  or  twelve  thousand  dollars  of  the  Chickaaaw  school  iuocL 
Question.  Belonging  to  the  county  f 
Ansicer.  Y'es,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Beck  : 

Question.  Explain  that  Chickasaw  school  fund.  Was  there  not  $250,000  of  this  fund 
which  the  State  had  on  hand  f 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  how  much  was  on  hand.  There  was  ten  or  twelve  thousand 
dollars  belonging  to  Monroe  County.  The  county  derived  it  from  the  sale  of  the  Chick- 
asaw school  lands. 

Question.  There  were  lands  known  as  Chickasaw  school  lands  which  the  State  was 
authorized  to  sell  and  apply  the  proceeds  for  educatiooal  purposes  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  in  the  various  counties  in  the  Chickasaw  survey. 

Question.  And  the  share  of  that  fund  belonging  to  the  county  of  Monroe  was  about 
110,000? 

Answer.  Ten  or  twelve  thonsand  dollars ;  I  am  not  certain  which. 

Question.  'I  hat  was  a  fund  wholly  independent  of  the  amount  raised  by  taxation  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  If  I  am  correct  in  the  assumption  that  each  twenty-five  children  of  school 
age,  not  residing  within  three  miles  of  an  established  school,  are  entitle  to  a  school- 
house,  how  many  school-houses  do  yon  think  would  be  required  to  supply  the  county 
of  Monroe  f 

Answer.  I  cannot  form  any  estimate;  I  do  not  know  how  many  school-houses  were 
already  built.  Nor  do  I  know  the  number  of  children  in  the  county.  I  do  not  kaow 
the  number  of  school-houses  in  the  county  when  the  school  law  went  into  operation, 
and  which,  therefore,  did  not  require  to  be  built  in  the  various  districts. 

Question.  Mr.  McBride  said  that  the  county  of  Chickasaw  had  about  two  hundred 
schools ;  is  Monroe  a  larger  or  a  smaller  connty  f 

Answer.  Not  so  large.  Did  Mr.  McBride  say  that  Chickasaw  had  two  hundred  school- 
houses  T 

Question.  Yes,  sir. 

Ansicer.  Mr.  McBride  was  very  much  mistaken  if  he  said  that.  My  impression  was 
that  they  did  not  have  more  than  fifty  or  sixty  in  Chickasaw  f 

Question.  You  do  not  know  how  many  schools  it  will  require  to  complete  that  school 
system,  in  accordance  with  the  authority  given  to  the  school  board,  provided  they  ex- 
ercise it  to  the  extent  the  law  allows  T 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Your  teachers  are  allowed  $40,  $60,  and  $100  a  month,  according  to  the  j^^e 
tf  the  schools? 

Anstver,  Yes,  sir;  I  think  $150  was  the  highest. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


MISSISSIPPI.  369 

QueBtion.  And  $40  a  month  the  lowest  t 

Ausirer.  I  think  |50  was  the  lowest  in  Monroe  County.  The  law  authorized  the  boanl 
of  education,  in  each  county,  to  establish  the  rate  to  be  paid  to  tea<;her8. 

Quention,  Last  year  waa  rather  an  unfortunate  year  for  your  farmers  f 

Atmwer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  I  mean  in  prices  f 

Jinairer.  The  crops  were  splendid  through  that  section  of  country,  but  the  prices  were  1 
not  good. 

Question.  lu  other  words,  the  crop  was  not  a  remunerative  one  f 

Anmcer.  No,  sir.  I  do  not  know  though  whether  the  abundance  of  the  crop  did  not 
make  tip  for  the  small  price. 

Question.  How  many  colored  voters  have  you  in  your  county  t 

Jnsicer,  Al>out  twenty-six  hundred. 

Question.  How  many  white  voters  t 

Answer.  I  think  about  fourteen  hundred  or  fifteen  hundred. 

Question.  What  proportion  of  the  white  vot«  is  republican  t 

Answer.  It  is  estimated  that  there  are  about  two  hundred  white  republicans.  I  tnink 
somewhere  between  one  hundred  aud  tifty  and  two  hundred. 

Question.  Is  the  property  of  Monroe  County  owned  principally  by  the  white  people  t 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  You  had  no  ftve  negroes  of  any  account  in  your  State  before  the  war  t 

An9wer.  I  was  not  there  before  the  war;  but  there  were  none  of  any  consequence. 

Question.  There  were  only  about  seven  hqndred  in  the  whole  State,  I  believe  ? 

Attsicer,  Yes,  sir.  I  know  of  two  or  three  who  were  free  before  the  war,  but  they  did 
not  own  property  ;  and  I  do  not  know  that  they  own  any  more  now. 

Question.  Whatever  property  is  owned  by  the  colored  population  has  been  accumu- 
lat«d  since  the  wart 

Annrer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Except  where  they  own  town  lots,  is  not  their  property  generally  personal 
property  f 

Answer.  As  a  general  thing  their  property  consists  of  personal  property. 

Question.  You  liave  a  law  in  Mississippi  which  exempts  from  taxation  a  certain  quan- 
tity of  household  goods,  fanning  utensils,  cows,  sheei),  hogs,  &c.  t 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  In  other  words,  the  exemption  covers  the  great  bulk  of  the  property  of  the 
colored  people? 

Answer.  No,  sir,  I  do  not  know  that  it  would,  We  have  a  two-dollar  poll  tax  that  is 
paid  by  every  citizen  over  twenty-one  years  of  age.    That  goes  to  the  school  fund. 

Question.  That  comes  from  all  alike  f 

Answer.  Yes,' sir. 

Question.  Is  $"2  the  limit  to  which  the  poll  tax  can  go  under  the  constitution  f 

Answer.  I  think  that  is  the  provision  of  the  constitution,  but  I  am  not  very  clear 
about  it.    I  know  the  tax  is  $2  now. 

Question.  If  your  school  system  had  been  carried  out  to  the  full  extent  authorized  by 
law  ;  if  your  Rchool  board  had  exercised  their  full  authority  in  building  the  number  of 
scbool-hou8p«  that  they  had  the  right  to  build  to  accommodate  all  the  children  of  school 
age,  an<l  employing  the  necessary  iminber  of  teachers,  would  not  the  tax  have  been  a 
very  heavy  one  u}>on  the  white  people  of  the  county  T 

Answer.  I  think  $32,000  was  the  estimate  presented  by  the  board  of  directors  to  the 
betard  of  supervisors,  to  be  levied  as  a  sufficiency  to  run  the  schools  for  the  year. 

By  Mr.  Bucklky  : 
Question.  For  the  whole  county  ? 
Answer.  Yes,  sir.    That  included  the  building  of  school-houses. 

By  Mr.  Beck  : 

Question.  Or  the  renting  of  such  as  were  necessary? 

Attswer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  W'as  it  not  the  fact  that  your  county  proposed,  wherever  there  could  bo 
found  a  vacant  house  which  could  bo  rented  cheaply  for  a  school-house,  and  which 
would  answer  the  purpose,  to  avoid  building  new  ones,  and  thus  carry  out  the  system 
gradually,  not  piling  on  all  the  expense  at  once  f 

Aufnver.  Yes,  J  think  that  was  the  intention  of  the  board  of  school  directors. 

Question.  The  object  was  to  keep  down  the  expenses  for  school-buildings  by  erecting 
them  only  where  absc^lutely  necessary,  thus  distributing  the  taxiition  equitably  from 
year  to  year  instead  of  piling  it  on  all  at  once  for  the  building  of  school-bouses  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Qlfcstion.  Of  course,  your  people  generally  at  the  close  of  the  war  were  pretty  poor, 
with  the  exception  of  their  land  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.    My  county,  though,  was  a  very  wealthy  one. 
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QitesUon,  It  had.  been  very  wealthy  in  Blaves  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  and  it  was  wealthy  in  land.  A  great  many  wealthy  men  lived 
there.    It  was  one  of  the  richest  counties  in  the  State. 

Question.  Of  course  the  slave  property  all  went  with  the  close  of  the  war,  and  your 
county,  like  the  rest,  was  a  good  deal  in  debt  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  I  suppose  so.  I  do  not  know  much  about  their  financial  condition 
at  the  close  of  the  war.    I  was  not  there  then. 

QuesUon.  With  the  taxation  that  has  been  necessary  to  start  the  State  goremmeiit. 
and  with  the  losses  to  which  the  people  have  been  subjected  in  one  way  or  another, 
growing  out  of  the  war,  any  considerable  tax  is  regarded  by  them  as  a  pretty  heavy 
burden  t 

Answer.  1  think  the  minority  of  the  people  there,  or  at  any  rate  a  great  number, 
would  have  grumbled  at  almost  any  tax. 

Question.  I  believe  that  the  tax  collector  in  that  State  can  sell  for  unpaid  taxes  a 
cow,  or  a  horse,  or  anything  of  that  kind  that  is  not  exempted  by  law  from  taxatioa  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  And  your  tax  reaches  the  very  poorest,  and  is  frequently  a  greater  burden 
to  them  than  to  the  rich  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  the  burden  falls  more  heavily  on  the  poor  than  on  the  rich. 

Suestion.  Up  to  the  time  when  your  school  law  was  put  in  oi>eration  your  county 
been  comparatively  quiet?  Up  to  within  the  last  nine  months  there  had  been  no 
trouble  ? 

Answer.  I  think  that  but  one  ontrage  had  ever  been  committed,  and  that  was  before 
the  election  in  1869,  before  the  school  law  was  enacted ;  in  fact,  it  was  before  the  nomi- 
nation of  the  republican  State  officers  and  the  adoption  of  the  platform  which  promiised 
free  schools  to  the  people. 

Question.  After  that  time,  with  this  taxation  in  prospect,  that  county  began  to  get 
more  turbulent  t 

Answer.  Y'es,  sir.   *  / 

Question.  And  you  could  hear  that  the  threatened  taxation  was  being  talked  abont 
and  resistant  e  to  it  threatened  by  the  people  generally  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  but  those  who  were  punished  or'  killed  had  about  as  little  to  do 
with  it 

Qiiestion.  I  am  not  speaking  of  that ;  I  am  speaking  of  the  general  bad  feeling. 

Answer.  There  was  a  general  opposition  to  free  schoi^s. 

Question.  Was  not  that  opposition  consequent  njion  the  imposition  or  expected  impo- 
sition of  taxation  necessary  to  support  the  system  proposed  f 

Answer.  I  do  not  think  that  the  majority  of  the  i)eople  knew  that  any  taxation  was 
to  be  levied.  They  do  not  generally  know  throughout  the  country  what  is  to  be  done. 
I  do  not  think  they  knew  anything  about  the  taxes  that  far  in  advance. 

Question.  Was  not  the  system  to  be  put  in  operation  last  fall  f 

Answer.  Last  winter. 

Question.  And  the  great  bulk  of  the  outrages,  with  the  exception  of  one  or  two  in 
-October,  have  occurred  since  then  f 

Answer.  Ye%,  sir;  but  they  could  not  be  attributed  to  that  fact. 

Question.  Is  not  that  the  only  law  that  you  have  heard  the  people  threaten  to  dis- 
obey and  annul  T  Do  you  know  any'  other  law  that  they  have  been  generally 
threatening  to  oppose  and  resist  f 

Anstcer.  No,  sir ;  I  do  not  know  of  any  other. 

Question.  But  they  have  opposed  this  one  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.    There  seems  to  be  a  general  opposition  to  free  schools. 

Question.  Does  it  not  strike  you  as  pretty  severe,  that  a  few  families  of  negroes  who 
•perhaps  pay  no  taxation  but  their  poll-tax  and  who  have  perhaps  four  or  tive  children 
apiece,  should  when  they  can  get  together  twenty-tive  children  of  school  age*  three 
miles  from  an  existing  school^ouse,  be  entitled  to  have  a  school-liouae  built  aud  to 
have  a  school-teacher  for  their  benefit,  at  $L50  a  month— a  teacher  brought  from 
another  part  of  the  country  and  paid  by  taxation  of  the  white  people  in  their  preieut 
impoverished  condition  T 

Answer.  A  school-teacher  for  them  would  not  cost  fir.O  a  month. 

Question.  The  teacher  would  cost  at  least  650  a  month  f 

Ansicer.  He  might  cost  forty  or  fifty  dollars  a  month. 

Question.  You  said  that  |60  was  the  minimum  in  your  county  ? 

Answer.  I  believe  it  is. 

Question.  So  that  the  expense  for  each  teacher  must  be  at  least  $50  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  And  then  there  is  the  cost  of  the  school-building  if  there  is  no  existing 
scliool-house  convenient  t 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  All  of  which  expense  must  be  paid  out  of  the  taxatioa  upon  the  people  T 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 
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Question,  And  the  great  mass  of  this  taxation  comes  froqi  the  white  people,  and  they 
are  pretty  generally  poor  t 

AH8wer.  If  that  had  happened  it  would  have  been  pretty  oppressive ;  hut  nothing 
of  the  kind  ever  happened  in  onr  connty. 

Question.  Because  your  school  board  got  alarmed,  and  did  not  carry  out  the  plan 
contemplated  by  the*law  t 

Answer.  They  had  many  of  the  schools  in  operation,  and  were  especting  to  have 
money  to  pay  for  teachers  and  for  the  building  of  schools. 

Question.  They  exhausted  their  interest  in  the  Chickasaw  school  fund  f 

Answer.  No,  sir,  they  have  not  exhausted  it,  by  any  means.  But  they  have  no  right 
to  apply  the  Chickasaw  school  fund  to  the  building  of  school-houses. 

Question.  That  could  be  applied  only  to  the  payment  of  teachera  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Were  not  the  mass  of  the  teachers  employed  in  your  connty  brought  from 
other  parts  of  the  country  t 

Anrncer.  Some  of  them  Were. 

Quesii&n.  Were  they  not  generally  t 

Anstcer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Do  the  white  people  of  Mississippi  generally  take  kindly  to  teaching  the 
colored  people  t 

Ansv-er.  No,  sir,  very  few  of  them  do.  The  schools  were  mostly  taught  by  men  from 
the  North  and  by  ladies.    In  some  inst-ances  they  employed  colored  teachers. 

Question.  And  the  colored  t-eachers  had  to  be  brought  ti-om  abroad  f 

Anmver.  Yes,  sir.  In  some  instances  we  had  those  aniong  us  who  were  competent ; 
but  these  were  very  few  ;  our  negro<»s  were  mostly  illiterate. 

Question.  The  great  bulk  of  your  teachers  came  from  the  North  and  elsewhere,  out- 
side of  the  State  f 

Ansiver.  No,  sir ;  I  do  not  think  the  majority  of  them  did.  .Some  of  them  were 
brought  there  from  abroad. 

Question.  How  many  white  male  teachers  did  you  have  in  your  county  who  were 
Mississippiansf 

Answer.  I  do  not  remember.  I  think  we  had  some  eight  or  ten.  I  do  not  know  that 
they  were  Mississippians ;  they  were  southern  men  and  men  who  had  a  residence  there. 

Question.  Were  they  teaching  colored  schools  in  your  county  f 

Answer.  1  do  not  know  whether  they  were  teaching  colored  schools ;  they  taught 
schools. 

Question,  I  am  speaking  of  those  who  taught  colored  schools  f 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  that  we  had  that  many  teaching  colored  schools. 

Question,  Was  it  not  very  hard  to  get  southern  men  to  teach  colored  schools  T 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  as  a  general  thing,  if  they  tangly;  at  all,  they  preferred  to  teach 
the  white  schools.  In  fact  a  young  man  who  lives  on  the  eastern  side  of  tUe  river— a 
Mr.  W^ilson— told  me  that  he  was  visited  by  the  Ku-Klux  when  he  was  talking  about 
teaching  a  free  school. 

Question.  The  scholars  of  these  free  schools  do  not  pay  anything,  of  course  f 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Their  parents  pay  nothing  except  their  proportion  of  taxes  ? 

Answer,  That  is  all. 

Question.  If  they  have  no  property  to  be  taxed  they  go  entirely  free  ? 

Answer,  Except  their  poll-tax. 

Question,  And  the  property  of  the  connty  has  to  meet  the  expense  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Your  county  of  course  is  officered  altogether  by  republicans  T 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  And  your  school  board  are  all  republicans  f 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Are  they  not  all  appointees  of  Governor  Alcorn  t 

Answ^.  No,  sir;  the  superintendent  of  education  was  appointed  by  the  board  of 
education  of  the  Stat«,  composed  of  the  State  superintendent  of  education,  the  attor- 
ney general,  and  the  secretary  of  state.  A  m^ority  of  the  board  of  school  directors  of 
our  county  are  democrats. 

Question.  How  were  they  appointed  T 

Answer.  By  the  board  of  supervisors. 

Question.  The  supervisors  are  republicans? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  not  all  of  them.  Three  of  them  are  democrats,  and  two  are  colored 
men — republicans. 

Question.  Who  appointed  them  T 

Answer.  They  were  appointed  by  the  jjovemor,  but  on  account  of  their  fitness,  not 
on  account  of  their  politics.    I  am  speaking  now  with  reference  to  Monroe  County. 

Question,  I  Jndge  from  the  election  returns  which  I  have  here  that  at  your  last 
election  you  had  a  full  vote  in  your  county  f 
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AnttMr,  No,  sir ;  it  was  ngt  a  fall  Tote. 

Question,  Alcorn  got  2,600  votes  and  Dent  nearly  a  thonsand  f 

Answer,  Bat  that  was  not  a  fall  vote,  because  we  have  upwards  of  4,000  Toters  in 
the  coanty. 

Question.  Is  not  3,600  a  pretty  large  vote  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  it  is  a  large  vote ;  it  was  within  foar  or  five  hundred  of  the  fail 
vote. 

Question.  You  mean  within  four  or  five  hundred  of  what  would  have  been  the  nom- 
ber  if  everybody  had  voted  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.    It  is  conceded  by  all  parties  that  it  was  not  a  full  vote. 

Question.  But  was  it  not  in  proportion  to  the  aggregate  number  of  voters  as  large  4 
vote  as  is  usually  cast  in  any  locality  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir  ;  I  suppose  it  is  about  a  fair  vote. 

Question.  Is  not  all  the  labor  you  have  in  that  country  needed  by  your  people  f 

Anmrer.  Yes,  sir;  it  is  all  needed. 

Question.  Can  you  understand  why  persons  who  need  labor — who  need  all  they  have- 
should  want  to  run  out  of  the  couutrj'  the  only  la1>or  they  have  f  For  I  believe  thf 
colored  labor  is  all  the  labor  you  have  in  your  country  t 

Answer.  It  is  the  principal  part  of  the  labor ;  we  have  some  white  laborers. 

Question.  Not  enough  to  amount  to  very  much  ? 

Answer.  No ;  the  great  bulk  of  the  labor  is  done  by  the  colored  people. 

Question.  And  it  is  all  needed  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  The  colored  laborers  say  that  the  Ku-Klux  will  not  permit  them 
to  leave;  in  some  districts  in  which  these  outrages  are  committed  they  are  afraid  to 
attempt  to  leave. 

Question.  Is  there  not  a  disposition  among  your  colored  population  to  flock  into  town^  f 

Answer.  There  was  such  a  disposition  Miortly  after  the  war ;  I  do  not  think  it  pnv 
vails  now  to  such  ai^ extent  as  it  did  then. 

Question.  When  they  did  flock  into  the  towns  in  such  inordinate  numbers,  when 
there  was  not  enough  employment  for  them  there,  were  there  not  constant  comp'«iiint» 
of  pilfering,  petty  larceny,  &c.t 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  there  were  some,  of  course. 

Question.  That  you  think  is  passing  away  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  it  is  passing  away ;  there  are  not  so  many  complaints  as  there 
have  been  heretofore. 

By  the  Chairman,  (Mr.  Pool  :) 

Question.  Your  free  schools  are  divided  into  white  and  black  schools  T 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  You  find  native  southern  white  men  who  are  willing  to  teach  the  whit^ 
free  schools  T 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  But  not  very  many  willing  to  teach  the  black  free  schools  f 

Answer.  No,  sir;  not  many. 

Question.  You  said  you  thought  there  were  about  thirtj'-five  schools  in  your  county  T 

Answer.  That  is  my  recollection  ;  but  I  am  not  sure  about  the  ntimlier. 

Question,  And  eight  or  ten  of  those  schools,  either  white  or  black,  are  tanght  br 
southern  white  men  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir  ;  there  may  be  eight  or  ten  southerners,  male  and  female. 

Question.  And  there  are  some  colored  men  teaching  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir  ;  there  are  a  few  colore<l  teachers  in  the  county. 

Question.  And  the  remainder  of  the  teachers  have  come  in  from  other  States  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Thirty-two  thousand  dollars  was  the  extreme  amount  of  the  tax  that  wa« 
to  be  levied  for  school  purposes  f 

Answer.  That  was  the  last  estimate  presented  to  the  board;  I  think  it  was  $32,000; 
it  may  have  been  a  little  over,  but  it  was  about  that. 

Question.  Would  $32,000  of  tax  collected  in  that  county  be  a  very  onerous  taxation  ? 

Answer.  1  do  not  think  it  would  be.  The  taxable  property  of  the  county,  real  aod 
personal,  is  a  little  less  than  $4,000,000. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  ; 
Question.  You  have  rich  prairie  lands  in  that  county,  have  you  not  T 
Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  a  portion  of  the  county  is  rich  prairie  land. 

By  Mr.  Blaib: 
Question.  The  entire  tax  is  paid  by  the  white  people :  is  it  not  f 
Answer.  No,  sir ;  there  is  a  [loll-tax  of  $2  which  is  collected  from  every  male  person 
over  the  age  of  twenty-one  years,  and  which  goes  to  the  school  fund. 
Question.  Is  that  tax  collected  f 
Answer.  They  attempt  to  collect  it;  I  do  not  know  what  amount  is  delinquent. 
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By  the  Chairman,  (Mr.  Pool  :) 

Question,  Is  the  school  tax  levied  upoa  all  sorts  of  property  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Persoual  as  well  as  real  f 

AH9wer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Is  any  property  exempt  from  the  school  tax  T 

Ansicer.  Property  exempt  from  taxation  is  exempt  from  the  school  tax. 

Question.  To  what  extent  is  property  exempt  from  taxation  in  your  State  T 

Ansver.  I  do  not  recollect  the  list  or  exemptions. 

Question.  Many  colored  people  in  your  county  own  horses,  hogs,  cows,  d&o.  f 

Answer.  O,  yes,  sir. 

Question.  Is  not  that  generally  the  case  f 

Answer.  It  is  very  frequently  the  case. 

Question.  Are  any  of  these  articles  exempt  from  taxation  f 

Ansicer.  Yes,  sir;  a  horse,  a  cow,  some  hogs,  and  a  few  other  things.  I  do  not  remem- 
her  the  list  of  property  exempt. 

Question.  Do  not  the  colored  people  generally  in  yqur  county  own  more  property 
than  the  exemption  covers  T 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Blair: 

Question,  How  much  of  the  tax  of  your  county  do  you  suppose  is  paid  hy  the  colored 
people? 

Anstper.  I  really  do  not  know. 

Question.  Is  it  not  a  very  small  proportion  in  comparison  with  the  whole  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  it  is  small  in  comparison  with  the  whole,  becuuae  the  negroes  are 
not  such  large  property-holders  as  the  white  people ;  and  the  white  people  i)ay  that 
much  more  tax  in  proportion. 

By  the  Chairman,  (Mr.  Pool  i) 

Question.  Would  not  a  tax  levied  upon  the  colored  people  be  quite  as  onerous  upon 
them  as  one  levied  upon  the  white  people  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  because  they  are  less  able  to  pay  it. 

Question,  Do  you  think  the  pretext  of  this  threatened  school  tax  was  really  the  cause 
of  the  operations  of  this  Ku-Klux  organization  f 

Answer,  No,  sir,  I  do  not. 

Question.  What  connection  could  the  murder  of  negroes  have  with  the  school  tax  ? 

Answer.  I  cannot  see  that  it  could  have  any;  I  have  never 'heard  that  it  had  any. 

By  Mr.  Buckj^t  : 

Question.  The  members  of  the  board  of  supervisors,  you  say,  are  appointed  by  the 
governor  T 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  In  your  county  that  board  is  composed  of  three  white' men  and  two  colored 
menf 

Anstper.  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  And  the  members  of  that  board  were  appointed  by  reason  of  their  fitness 
for  their  position  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Does  this  board  of  supervisors  have  any  connection  whatever  with  the 
levying  of  your  school  tax  T 

Answer.  They  are  required  by  law  to  make  the  levy.  They  make  it  upon  estimates 
furnished  by  the  board  of  school  directors. 

Question.  Then  they  made  the  levy 

Answer.  They  did  not  make  any  levy ;  they  never  have  made  any  levy. 

Question.  Do  you  know  whether  they  approved  of  it  or  not  t 

Ansu>er.  It  was  thought  until  about  four  or  five  months  ago  that  they  would  make 
the  levy ;  it  was  hoped  and  supposed  they  would ;  at  the  time  they  were  appointed  no 
person  doubted  that  the^  would  make  the  levy. 

Question.  Did  they  assign  any  reason  for  not  making  the  levy  T 

Answer.  No,  sir;  I  never  heard  any  reason  assigned.  They  simply  delayed  it  from 
time  to  time. 

Question.  At  what  time  did  your  present  school  law  go  into  operation  f 

Answer.  I  think  it  went  into  operation  in  July,  1870. 

Question.  Before  that  law  went  into  operation,  or  before  it  was  passed,  what  was  the 
sen^ment  in  your  State  in  regard  to  the  education  of  the  colored  people? 

Answer.  The  republicans  were  in  favor  of  the  education  of  the  children;  the  demo- 
crats were  opposed  to  it. 

Question.  That  was  before  anything  was  said  about  taxes  for  free  schools  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  that  is  generally  conceded. 
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Question,  Was  your  couuty  mach  iDJored  by  the  war  T  Were  tiiere  anj  raids  iato 
that  county  f 

Aiisu-er.  1  was  not  there  during  the  war ;  but  my  understanding  is  that  the  county 
was  not  injured  materially  by  the  war,  except  as  to  property  in  slaves. 

QttiHtioH,  The  rich  lauds  remain  T 

Ausu-er.  Tbey  are  still  as  productive  as  ever. 

Question,  Yon  have,  then,  in  that  county  great  demand  for  hibor  1 

Auftirer,  Yes,  sir. 

Que^ttiou,  You  spoke  ot  a  meeting  held  by  the  colored  people  to  take  into  considen- 
tiou  a  change  of  residence  ? 

Answer.  YfH,  sir. 

Question.  Please  state  that  matter  a  little  more  fully  f 

Answer.  I  was  not  present  at  the  meeting;  I  understood,  however,  from  one  or  two 
colored  men  who  did  attend  that  that  subject  was  discussed ;  that  that  was  the  object 
of  the  meeting. 

Question.  They  proposed  to  leave  that  country  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Because  they  were  not  protected  in  their  persons  and  property  t 

Answer,  Yes,  sir.  One  of  the  men  with  whom  I  talked  said  they  wanted  to  go  to 
some  ]>lace  where  they  could  lie  down  and  sleep  at  nights. 

Question.  They  felt  that  they  could  not  do  that  in  safety  where  they  were  T 

Anewer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Of  this  $32,000,  which  it  was  proposed  to  levy  for  school  purposes,  would 
not  some  tive  or  six  thousand  dollars  of  it  have  been  paid  by  the  colored  voters  of  tb« 
couuty  by  the  poll-tax,  at  $2  a  piece  T 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  suppose  that  at  least  $5,000  of  it  would  have  been  paid  by  the 
colored  people  of  tbe  couuty. 

By  the  Chairman,  (Mr.  Pool:) 

Question,  Have  any  outrages  been  committed  in  your  county,  and  charged  to  the 
Loyal  League  f 

Answer,  There  has  never  been  a  Loyal  League  in  Monroe  County.  I  have  so  been 
informed  by  all  the  intelligent  colored  men  and  white  republicans  of  the  coootT 
with  whom  I  have  ever  talked  on  that  subject ;  they  say  there  never  was  a  Loral 
League  in  the  county. 


Wa8HU?gtox,  D.  C,  AHS%9t  1, 1871. 

CHARLES  BASKERYILL  sworn  and  examined. 

The  Chairman,  (Mr.  Pool.)  As  this  witness  has  been  summoned  at  tbe  request  of 
the  minority  of  the  committee,  General  Blair  will  open  his  examination. 

By  Mr.  Blair: 

Question,  State  your  place  of  residence,  and  how  long  you  have  lived  there. 

Answer.  I  reside  in  the  county  of  Noxubee,  State  of  Mississippi.  I  have  lived  there 
ever  since  the  fall  of  1866.  Previous  to  that  I  resided  from  1861  in  the  city  of  Colum- 
bus, Lowudes  County. 

Question.  Are  you  a  native  of  Mississippi  f 

Answer.  I  am  not ;  I  am  a  native  of  Virginia. 

Question.  How  long  have  you  lived  in  Mississippi  T 

Answer,  Ever  since  the  fall  of  1851. 

Question.  Have  you  ever  held  any  public  positions  in  tbe  State  f 

Answer.  I  have  never  held  any  office  whatever  in  the  State  of  Mississippi.  I  hsTf 
never  taken  any  interest  in  such  matters.  I  was  a  merchant  and  planter,  and  oerf r 
sought  any  public  position.  On  one  or  two  occasions  offices  were  offered  to  me ;  Imt  I 
never  desiVfd  to  enter  into  political  life. 

Question,  You  have  never  held  any  civil  position  whatever  f 

Answer,  No,  sir. 

Question,  Were  you  in  the  army  during  the  war  f 

Answer.  I  was.  I  was  a  lieutenant  colonel  of  cavalry  in  the  army  of  the  Confederate 
States.  I  also  held  a  position  in  the  treasury  department  during  the  latter  part  of 
the  war. 

Question,  What  is  your  business  now  f 

Anetcer,  I  am  planter ;  and  I  am  also  general  agent,  for  the  States  of  Alabama  and 
Mississippi,  of  Messrs.  Jay  Cooke  &  Company*s  insurance  company — the  National  Life 
Insurance  Company. 

Question,  That  employment  gives  you  considerable  intercourse  with  the  people  of 
your  own  State  f 
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Ansicer,  Yes,  sir;  I  travel  over  those  two  States  for  the  purpose  of  appointing  agents 
and  supervising  the  business  generally.  All  reports  are  made  to  me  and  througu  me 
to  the  headquarters  of  the  company.  I  have  traveled  a  great  deal  through  Mississippi 
and  considerably  in  Alabama;  but  my  acquaintance  with  Alabama  is  of  more  recent 
date. 

Queittion.  The  questions  put  to  you  have  Iwen  merely  preliminary,  to  enable  the  com- 
mittee to  understand  the  sources  of  your  information  and  knowledge  in  reference  to 
the  subject  of  our  inquiry.  Stato  now  whether  you  know  anything  of  any  secret 
organization  of  disguised  men  in  your  State. 

Jumcer,  I  know  of  no  secret,  disguised,  organized  bodies  in  the  State.  I  do  not 
believe  that  any  organizations  as  such  exist  throughout  the  State;  but  I  am  aware 
that  there  have  l>^en  occasionally  (that  is,  I  have  heanl  it  occasionally)  some  men  who 
were  disguised.  I  have  personal  knowledge  of  one  or  two  instances  of  that  sort.  But 
as  to  any  body  of  what  are  called  Ku-Klux,  or  anything  of  that  sort,  (to  which  I  under- 
stand the  question  has  reference,)  I  do  not  believe  they  exist. 

Question,  Are  the  laws  against  crime  enforced  in  your  State?  If  they  are  not 
enforced,  tell  the  committee  why  they  have  not  been. 

AH8U'tr.  1  consider  that  the  laws  hjive  been  very  well  obeyed  by  the  people  of  the 
State  of  Mississippi,  and  they  have  been  pretty  well  enforced.  I  do  not  believe  that 
any  organizations  have  committed  any  positive  violations  of  law  except  in  some  few 
instances.  I  stated  that  I  knew  of  one  or  two  instances ;  I  did  not  see  them ;  but  I 
have  personal  knowledge  of  two  or  three  occun'euces  of  that  sort. 

Question,  When  the  laws  were  violated  ? 

Answer.  When  the  laws  were  violated. 

Question.  State  to  the  committee  the  particulars. 

Answer,  I  remember  one  case  of  a  disguised  band  of  men  interrnpting  a  negro 
church.  I  think  either  a  fair  or  supper  was  going  on ;  and  some  parties  came  in  masks 
to  the  church  and  disturbed  the  proceedings,  whatever  they  were — disturbed  the  order 
of  the  assemblage.  A  party  i-ushed  up  to  them  and  puled  off  their  masks;  and  they 
were  discoveretl  to  be  colored  persons. 

Question,  When  was  that  f 

Ansicer.  Some  eight  months  ago;  I  do  not  remember  the  date;  I  did  not  tax  my 
memory  with  the  dates  of  these  matters. 

Question,  lii  what  locality  did  that  occur? 

Answer,  In  the  town  of  Macon ;  and  one  of  the  parties— Charles  Steward— was  the 
son  of  one  our  representatives. 

Question.  You  mean  one  of  the  negroes  who  were  disguised  ? 

Anstcer,  Yes,  sir ;  one  of  them  wa«  tlie  son  of  Isham  Steward,  'who  is  a  negro  repre 
soutative  from  Noxubee  in  the  legislature  of  Mississippi.  The  parties  were  arrested  ; 
but  I  believe  they  were  discharged,  as  the  proceeding  was  a  sort  of  hoax  ;  there  was 
no  intention  to  do  any  harm.  Another  case  which  has  come  under  my  personal 
knowledge  was  this :  A  negro  in  the  lower  part  of  Noxubee  County  had  stolen  a  horse 
belonging  to  a  man  there.  He  had  been  arrested  and  convicted  before  the  magistrate 
of  that  district,  and  was  placed  in  the  hands  of  a  bailiff  or  constable,  who  chained  him 
iu  an  out-building  of  his  house,  a  cabin  ia  the  yard,  with  an  ordinary  padlock,  and 
retired  for  the  night.  The  next  morning  the  negro  who  had  been  chained  was  missing. 
Soiue  fifty  or  sixty  negroes  came  to  the  house  of  this  constable  in  the  night,  some  two 
days  afterward,  woke  him  up,  and  told  him  he  had  to  produce  this  negro. 

By  Mr.  Bucklky  : 

Question.  What  was  the  constable's  name  7 

Answer,  Bridges;  I  think  it  is  J.  W.  Bridges,  but  I  am  not  certain,  except  as  to  his 
last  name.  Ho  saw  them  approaching  his  house  and  came  out  with  his  ride.  As  they 
approached  I  thiuk  he  fired  at  them.  They  fired  some  fifty  or  sixty  shots  at  him.  He 
ran  out  of  the  back  door,  and  as  he  resided  near  the  Alabama  line,  he  escaped  into 
Alabama.  Some  four  negro  meti  entered  his  chamber  and  with  cocked  pistols  remained 
over  his  wife  all  night,  and  demanded  that  he  should  be  produced  before  they  would 
give  her  up.    They  did  not,  however,  do  her  any  injury. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question,  Were  these  negroes  disguised  ? 

An9irer,  They  were  not  disguised.  There  were  some  fifty  or  sixty  negroes.  The  par- 
ties were  arrested  only  about  a  month  ago,  and  I  saw  with  my  own  eyes  twenty-two 
of  them,  I  think.  I  know  there  were  more  than  twenty  brought  into  the  town  of 
Macon  to  be  incarcerated  for  this  attack  upon  Bridges.  Many  of  them  have  given 
bonds  to  appear  before  the  circuit  court;  some  few  of  them  are  still  in  jail.  That  is 
the  extent  of  that  matter,  so  far  as  I  know  it.  The  negroes  supposed  that  the  negro 
who  was  missing  had  been  killed.  No  testimony  has  ever  been  adduced  to  that  etti-ct ; 
and  it  is  not  believed  by  respectable  citizens  of  the  country  that  he  was.  They  think 
that  he  got  loose.  The  lock  was  an  ordinary  padlock,  that  any  one  might  have  broken. 
The  padlock  was  found  broken. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


376      coNDinoN  op  affairs  in  the  southebn  states. 

By  Mr.  Bucki^t  : 

Qtieslion.  Please  state  the  name  of  th^  negro  who  was  arrested  by  the  constable  and 
chained. 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  his  name;  bnt  I  can  give  you  the  name  of  the  party  whose 
horse  he  stole,  and  that  will  identify  the  case,  if  necessary. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question,  Give  that  name. 

Answer,  He  stole  a  horse  belonging  to  a  planter  there  named  Charles  W.  Moore.  It 
was  a  very  fine  horse  that  Mr.  Moore  prizeid  very  much.  The  negro  was  canght  with 
the  horse,  brought  back,  tamed  over  to  the  magistrate,  and,  after  beins  convicted, 
given  into  the  custody  of  the  constable.  He  got  away  that  eight,  or  rather  disappeaitd; 
that  is  all  I  say  about  it.  The  constable  was  tired  on  and  attempted  to  be  killed  by  the 
negroes  in  the  neighborhood  because  the  man  had  got  away. 

Question.  Do  you  know  any  other  cases  f 

Answer.  Those  are  the  only  two  that  came  within  my  personal  knowledge.  I  have 
paid  very  little  attention  to  such  matters,  because  I  have  been  one  of  those  persoDS— 
and  there  are  thousands  of  such— who  do  not  believe  that  there  is  any  such  body  as 
Ku-Klux.  I  know  of  another  case  which  it  may  be  proper  I  should  mention.  I  am 
speaking  now  only  of  such  cases  as  I  have  knowledge  of.  I  have  heard  of  a  great 
many  that  I  know  nothing  about ;  but  this  case,  like  the  other  two,  came  within  my 
])er8ona]  knowledge ;  I  mean  I  obtained  my  information  from  parties  whom  I  knew 
something  about.  A  man  by  the  name  of  Thomas  N.'  Brookshire,  a  confederate  soldier, 
who  was,  I  believe,  a  native  of  Mississippi,  set  up  a  sort  of  a  store  in  the  neighborhood 
of  a  number  of  large  plantations,  and  ne  was  selling  whisky  and  everything  else  that 
the  people  wanted.  He  was  looked  upon  as  a  demoralizer  of  the  neigh iiorhood,  because 
he  did  the  most  of  his  trade  at  night.  He  purchased  cotton  in  the  seed,  which  imder 
the  laws  of  Mississippi  was  forbidden. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 

Question.  It  is  not  forbidden  now,  I  suppose  f 

Answer.  Not  now  that  I  know  of;  I  do  not  know  whether  it  is  or  not.  He  parchased 
cotton  and  com  at  night  from  the  negroes.  The  neighbors  protested  that  these  par- 
ties had  no  right  to  this  cotton  until  it  became  merchantable  j  that  there  was  a  share 
in  the  crop  which  was  only  to  be  tested  after  it  had  been  put  in  condition  for  market 
They  protested  against  his  permitting  the  negroes  to  take  the  cotton  and  dispose  of  it 
in  that  way.  The  man  persisted  in  buying  such  things.  He  said  the  negro  was  a  frpe 
man,  and  that  he  had  no  right  to  inquire  of  him  where  he  got  his  cotton  or  his  com ; 
that  there  was  no  law  forbidding  him  from  trading  at  night  as  well  as  by  day,  and 
that  he  should  pursue  his  own  course.  A  number  of  men  in  disguise  went  to  him  and 
told  him  that  he  must  desist ;  that  if  h^  did  not  he  was,  they  said,  **  a  big  stoat  mao, 
and  could  stand  a  good  deal  of  thrashing,  and  they  would  give  it  to  him  ;"  whereupon 
he  agreed  to  desist.  My  opinion  has  always  been  that  those  disguised  men  were  the 
neighbors  of  this  man,  who  wanted  to  break  np  his  traffic  with  the  negroes  whom  they 
were  employing.  That  is  the  most  reasonable  pn*sumption.  They  did  not  hurt  the 
man.  While  the}*  were  conversing  with  him  a  negro  came  up  with  a  hamper-basket 
of  cotton  and  told  the  man  that  there  was  his  cotton  that  he  had  just  brought  in.  It 
was  fully  known  that  the  negroes  would  pick  cotton  all  day,  and  take  about  half  of  it 
at  night  and  dispose  of  it.    That  is  another  case  which  I  know  of. 

I  do  not  know  of  any  outrages.  I  have  heard  sometimes  of  acts  of  violence,  just  as 
I  may  hear  of  any  other  cases,  without  knowing  anything  positively  of  the  facts  con- 
nected with  them. 

A  gentleman  now  iu  the  city  brought  another  case  to  my  mind,  which  I  know  nothing 
about.  I  recollect  that  there  was  such  a  killing,  but  I  know  nothing  of  the  circum- 
stances connected  with  it.  That  was  the  case  of  Dick  Blalone.  Mr.  Whitfield,  who 
is  in  town,  and  is  about  to  be  called  as  a  witness,  can  give  more  definite  information 
about  this  case  than  I  can.  I  believe  such  a  negro  was  killed  about  eight  miles  from 
my  place ;  bnt  as  to  the  circumstances  connected  with  it  I  know  nothing.  I  only 
know  that  there  was  a  ^ood  deal  of  pr^udice  in  that  immediate  community  relating  to 
that  plantation.  The  discipline  was  very  lax  ;  and  it  was  considered  that' the  conduct 
of  that  place  was  generally  demoralizing  other  plantations.  Those  are  about  the  only 
cases  of  disguised  men  that  I  know  of. 

By  ^Ir.  Blair: 

Question.  A  man  by  the  name  of  John  R.  Taliaferro  has  testified  before  tis  to  a  great 
many  violations  of  law.    Do  you  know  such  a  man  f 

Answer.  1  do.    He  labored  last  year  on  a  plantation  acyoining  mine. 

Question.  He  stated  to  the  committee  that  he  was  the  owner  of  a  plantation  in  Kox- 
ubee  County. 

Answer.  Well,  sir,  if  you  desire  me  to  speak  of  that  man  I  will  do  so. 

Question.  I  want  you  to  state  what  you  know  of  him. 
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Answer.  I  will  speak  only  of  what  I  do  know.  In  the  flrat  place,  he  was  for  a  long 
time  a  great  (IrnnKardf  though  fionietinies  ho  remains  sober  four  or  five  months.  To 
sum  up  the  matter,  Taliaferro  is  a  miserable  dfunkard,  an  inoorrigible  liar,  and  a  con- 
summate thief.  Those  terms  are  strong ;  but  each  one  of  them  can  be  substantiated ; 
I  will  bring  proof  of  each. 

Question,  Does  he  bear  that  character  in  your  community  T 

Anncer.  He  does  bear  that  character  and  no  other.  He  ran  away  fVom  there  for 
stealing  a  mule,  which  he  sold— a  mule  belonging  to  an  attorney  in  Macon.  Taliafeiro 
boiTowed  the  mule  on  this  man's  plantation,  rode  him  to  Macon,  and  sold  him  at  a 
livery  stable.  The  owner  found  the  mule  at  the  livery  stable  next  morning  and  took 
possessiim  of  him.    Taliaferro  ran  away. 

Question.  Has  he  ever  returned  there  since  f 

Answer.  Not  that  I  know  of.  Taliaferro  has  had  no  interest  or  occupation  in  the 
State  of  Mississippi  since  last  December.  His  word  is  not  believed  in  regard  to  the 
most  trivial  mattere,  and  certainly  would  not  be  on  others  by  either  white  or  black. 
I  think  I  can  say  that  with  truth. 

Question.  I  have  here  an  extract  from  a  newspaper  published,  I  believe,  in  your  State, 
which  speaks  of  Taliaferro  in  this  way: 

'^  When  we  read  the  evidence  of  this  lying  Mississippian  before  the  outrage  committee, 
the  murderer  of  the  prisoners  in  1864  flashed  before  us,  and  wo  certainly  had  not 
thought  of  him  in  three  or  four  years.  We  are  confident  that  he  is  the  same  fellow, 
and  only  hope  that  the  punishment  that  ought  to  have  been  visite<l  upon  him  long 
ago,  and  which  he  justly  deserved,  will  yet  overtake  him,  and  that  irom  his  own 
mouth,  by  his  lying  U])on  the  people  of  his  section,  he  will  be  condemned.  K  so,  we 
will  cei-taiuly  have  another  instance  that  Providence  moves  in  a  mysterious  way. 

"We  had  an  mtuitive  feeling — why,  we  know  not — when  we  read  the  evidence  of  Talia- 
ferro given  before  the  outrage  committee,  that  he  was  the  Taliaferro  that  we  saw 
d urine  the  latter  part  of  the  war,  who  was  aKu-Klux,  a  coward  and  a  murderer,  for  we 
helped  to  bury,  one  Sabbath  afternoon  in  the  fall  of  lb64,  at  our  old  home  in  Madison, 
Georgia,  five  Yankee  prisoners,  whom  he  and  two  other  assassins  like  himself  had 
foully  murdered.  Well  do  we  remember  his  telling  us  of  how  four  of  the  men  had 
]>lead  for  their  lives,  telling  him  that  they  were  his  prisoners,  that  they  were  soldiers, 
that  they  luul  their  wives  and  little  <»nesathome,  and  that  they  ought  not  to  be  killed 
for  doing  nothing  else  than  defending  their  flag;  then  we  remember  how  one  brave 
spirit  told  him  to  kill,  that  he  wa«  an  infamous  hound,  destitute  of  all  heart  and  soul, 
of  courage  and  nianhowl,  and  that  he  could  kill  whenever  he  got  ready,  that  a  man 
had  but  one  time  to  die,  and  that  the  tied  prisoner,  without  any  chance  for  his  life, 
would  show  him  how  a  man  ccmld  die.  The  infamous  Taliaferro  placed  a  pistol  to 
the  lieart  of  the  brave  fellow  and  fired ;  not  satisfied  with  killing  the  prisoner,  he 
mutilated  him  by  firing  three  or  four  shots  into  his  head  and  face.  Taliaferro  told  us 
this  himself,  before  we  went  to  where  the  prisoners  were  dead;  and  the  facts  of  the 
killing  sustained  his  statement  of  the  butchery." 

Is  that  the  same  man  f 

Answer.  It  is  the  same  man. 

Question,  Does  that  article  trul^  express  the  reputation  he  bears  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  I  know  notlimg  of  the  circumstance  mentioned  in  that  article,  br.t 
he  is  the  man  referred  to.  He  is  the  onlv  Taliaferro  in  that  country ;  and  I  have  heard 
him  boast  of  his  great  deeds  of  daring — how  many  Yankee  soldiers  he  had  killed,  &c.; 
but  I  do  not  remember  the  particular  case. mentioned  in  that  article. 

Question,  This  man,  you  say,  was  a  near  neighbor  of  yours  f 

Answei\  He  was  not  a  neighbor  of  mine.  He  worked  on  the  farm  of  a  neighbor 
simply  as  a  laborer  on  the  plantation.  He  plowed,  he  hoed,  he  went  out  in  the  morn- 
ing, and  came  back  at  night,  as  a  common  laborer  with  the  negroes. 

Question.  How  long  since  he  has  left  that  neighborhood  f 

Answer.  His  contract  with  that  party  expired  in  December,  I  do  not  think  he  has 
been  in  the  neighborhood  since.  If  he  nas,  he  has  been  there  secretly,  and  the 
neighbors  did  not  know  of  it.  He  may  have  been  there  a  little  in  January,  perhaps ; 
I  do  not  recollect  precisely  ;  but  I  know  he  has  not  been  there  since  April,  because,  I 
think,  it  was  early  in  April  that  he  committed  this  theft. 

By  the  Chairman,  (Mr.  Pool  :) 

Question,  Last  April  f 

Answer,  Last  April.  After  going  down  to  Columbus  he  came  back  in  that  neig;hbor- 
hood,  and  borrowed  this  mule  to  ride  to  Macon.  I  do  not  think  he  has  been  in  my 
neighborhood  since  last  December;  nor  do  I  think  he  has  been  much  in  that  portion  of 
the  State.  It  was  some  time  during  the  spring  that  he  committed  this  theft ;  and 
since  that  we  have  heard  nothing  of  mm. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 
Question,  Has  he  been  arrested  in  Virginia  since  he  gave  his  testimony  here,  and 
carried  back  to  Mississippi  on  a  requisition  of  the  governor  T  r  ^  i 
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Answer.  I  bo  niMlerstand ;  I  do  not  know  how  correct  it  is.  I  left  home  on  the  lOih 
of  July.  If  he  has  been  arrested  it  has  been  since  then.  I  have  seen  something  in  a 
paper  to  the  effect  that  a  requisition  hdd  been  made  for  this  man,  Talialerro,  apon 
the  governor  of  Virginia. 

Queaiion.  For  the  crime  of  stealing  f 

Ansvper,  For  stealing  this  mule.  That  was  the  chaige^  as  I  have  learned,  on  which 
be  was  arrested. 

QueHtion,  Who  is  your  county  clerk  t 

Anmcer.  Our  county  clerk  is  Migor  Smith,  who  was  at  one  time  the  agent  of  the 
Freedmen's  Bureau ;  he  is  now  our  chancery  court  clerk ;  he  is  also  our  seuaior ;  he  is 
also  the  clerk  of  the  board  of  supervisors,  I  think,  though  I  am  not  certain  about  it. 

Question,  He  holds  three  or  four  offices  f 

Awtwer.  He  holds  three  or  four  of  the  most  lucrative  offices  in  that  county.  He  is  a 
senator ;  and  lie  is  alsp,  by  appointment,  chancery  court  clerk,  which  is  considered  the 
best  office  iu  the  county. 

Question,  Under  your  constitution  cau  a  man  hold  those  offices  at  one  and  the  same 
timef 

AH9wer.  Well,  it  has  been  said  that  he  could  not.  At  the  last  session  of  the  senate 
the  qnestiou  cume  up,  whether  men  could  be  perniittetl  to  hold  two  or  three  offices  st 
the  same  time ;  and  the  legislature,  whfise  members  hold  many  of  these  officet^,  voted 
that  they  should  be  allowed  to  hold  them — that  they  should  not  be  turned  uut  of  office. 
I  know  very  well  that  our  governor  was  disposed  to  have  them  hold  those  4)ffiee8,  for  I 
know  very  well  sometimes,  when  he  wanted  a  confirmation  for  a  certain  party,  be 
would  hold  the  office  which  was  at  his  control  over  them  in  terroremj  iu  order  to  have 
their  acquiescence. 

(^enUon,  To  make  them  vote  as  he  desired  f 

Auftvcer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  know  that. 

QtttMion  Is  not  that  the  reason  why  in  most  of  the  States  the  holding  of  such  offices 
by  members  of  the  legislature  is  considered  incompatible  with  the  iudeiM^ndeuce  of  the 
representative? 

Answer,  In  many  cases  I  know  it  has  operated  iu  that  way.  I  know  in  reference  to 
the  present  sheriff  that  his  coufinnation  by  the  senate  was  demanded;  and  I  know  that 
Smith  was  opposed  to  voting  for  his  confirmation.  I  understood  that  he  had  a 
brother  that  be  wanted  to  pnt  in  the  place  ;  so  it  was  said,  (I  only  state  it  as  a  iiimor :) 
and  for  this  n*ason  he  was  opposed  to  Moore's  nomination.  He  was  politely  told  that 
if  he  declineil  to  vote  for  his  confirmation  he  could  resign  his  circuit  clerkship.  .  Moore 
has  lieeu  confirmed. 

Qne»ttan,  Who  has  been  the  attorney  of  the  county  f 

Antrwer.  Our  circnit  court  attorney  is  named  Colonel  Muldrow. 

Question,  Is  be  a  radical  f 

Answer.  He  is  a  republican.  He  is  a  native-born  southerner,  and  was  in  the  confed- 
erate army  ;  he  was  a  lieutenant  colonel.  The  families  of  Muldrows  and  Alcoms  are 
great  friends,  to  which,  I  suppose,  is  partly  attribntable  his  appointment.  He  is  a 
conservative  republican;  he  advocs^ted  the  claims  of  Alcorn  against  Dent.  He  is  a 
vei^'  gotMl  man. 

Qttestion.  Who  are  your  delegates  for  that  county  f 

Auswrr.  Wo  have  Smith  ;  I  do  not  know  from  what  State  he  comes. 

Question.  He  is  a  carpet-bagger? 

Answer.  He  is  a  eaii)et-bagger.  He  represents  us  in  the  senate.  We  have  three 
negro  representatives;  one  naned  Davis,  who  is  a  carpet-bagger;  another  named 
iKham  Steward  ;  and  another  named  Maneese.  W^e  have  one  white  man  representing 
us  in  the  senate. 

Question.  And  he  a  carpet-bagger  T 

Answer.  And  he  a  carpet-bagger.  One  of  the  negroes  is  a  carpet-bagger,  and  the 
other  two  are  natives  of  the  State.  Davis,  the  negro  carpet-bagger,  came  into  the 
county  about  six  w(H;ks  before  he  was  elected.    Where  he  came  from  I  do  not  know. 

Question.  I  believe  there  have  been  some  arrests  recently  in  your  county  for  Ku- 
Klnxing  ? 

Answer.  Quite  a  large  number.  Over  twenty  persons  have  been  arrested  in  my 
conntv  and  the  adjoining  county  of  Winston ;  they  were  carried  before  the  conit  at 
Oxlbrd. 

Question .  Do  you  know  any  of  those  persons  t 

Answer.  I  do ;  I  know  several  of  them.  They  are  peaceable,  law-abiding  citizensy  so 
far  as  I  know  them  and  so  far  as  I  believe. 

Question.  lTi)on  whose  testimony  were  they  arrested  f 

Answer.  Well,  sir,  you  recollect  that  Governor  Alcorn  issued  a  proclamation  oQering 
$5,(X)0  reward  for  the  apprehension  and  conviction  of  such  parties;  I  believe  it  was 
$3,(K)0  for  the  apprehension  of  a  Ku-Klux,  and  $5,000  for  apprehension  and  conviction. 

Question.  That  is  the  Georgia  dod^e  f 

Answer.  Well,  it  is  the  proclamation  of  the  governor.    Uuexx>ectedly  to  any  of  us 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


MISSISSIPPI.  379 

some  twenty  troops  were  landed  in  the  town  of  Macon  just  pi'evions  to  the  sitting  of 
the  United  States  court  at  Oxford. 

Question.  Unite<i  States  troops  f 

An»wer.  Yes,  sir.  They  were  commanded  l»y  a  sergeant.  They  landed  there  early  in 
the  morning  from  the  train.  On  that  day  they  hired  horses  and  went  into  the  coontry. 
They  took  with  them  a  justice  of  the  peace  by  the  name  of  Wissler  to  point  out  those 
individuals.  Wisslei  stated  to  the  citizens  that  he  had  been  arrest^jtl  and  was  forced 
to  go.  They  also  took  with  them  a  man  by  the  name  of  Reed,  a  carjiet^bagger,  who  is 
internal  revenue  assessor.  They  went  in  search  of  these  Ku-Klux ;  and  as  fast  as  they 
could  arrest  any  parties  they  would  send  them  in. 

Question.  You  say  Wissler  and  Heed  iM)inied  out  these  men  f 

Ansire}'.  Yes,  sir.  Reed  was  made  deputy  mai-shal  for  that  county  about  that  time. 
These  parties  were  earned  to  Jackson.  Some  of  them  were  liberated  ;  some  were  placed 
under  bond  to  appear  at  the  United  States  court.  They  continued  to  make  arrests  to 
a  very  considerable  extent. 

Question.  The  arrests  are  still  going  on  ? 

Anaicer.  They  were  going  on  at  the  time  I  left  home. 

QueHtion.  Wert^  these  parties  taken  to  Jackson  or  to  Oxford? 

AnMvei'.  To  Oxford.  But  the  day  that  I  left  home  the  United  States  conrt  at  Oxford 
had  adjourned ;  and  on  the  very  cars  on  which  I  came  there  were  a  lot  of  prisonei-s  on 
their  way  to  Jaekson.  The  court  sits  at  different  points.  Judge  Hill  had  adjourned 
his  court  at  Oxford.  The  arrests  were  continuing  and  the  parties  were  being  carried 
to  Jackson. 

By  the  Chairman,  (Mr.  Pool:) 
Question,  Was  the  court  about  to  sit  immediately  at  Jackson  f 
Answer,  Yes,  sir.    It  was  in  session  at  that  time  and  perhaps  is  yet. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question.  Upon  what  evidence  were  theae  men  arrested  f 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  upon  what  evidence  they  were  arrested.  They  were  arrested 
on  being  pointed  out  as  Ku-Klux  by  this  man  Reed,  the  deputy  marshal,  and  by  Wissler. 

Qitestion.  Who  is  Wissler? 

Answer.  Ho  is  a  miserable  little  Dutchman — a  carpet-bagger — and  is  one  of  our 
justices  of  the  peace. 

Question,  Was  he  appointed  by  the  governor  ? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir;  he  was  appointed  by  the  governor.  He  is  a  man  who  would  not 
be  believed  u|M)n  oath  by  any  respectable  citizen  in  our  country. 

Question.  What  is  his  character  in  the  community  f 

Anstrer.  His  character  in  the  community  is  very  infamous.  He  started  for  here  not 
long  since,  (so  I  am  told,)  and  was  arrested  at /Corinth  for  robbery  and  murder.  He 
robbed  a  man  there  by  the  name  of  Shiph'y,  («o  Shipley  stated  in  his  dying  declaration,) 
and  then  turned  over  a  kerosene  oil  lamp  into  his  lap  and  burned  him  to  death. 
Shipley,  vrho  has  since  died,  stated  in  his  dying  declaration  that  Wissler  had  robbed 
him. 

Question.  Robbed  him  and  murdered  him  t 

Answer.  Had  not  only  robbed  him,  but  mrtrdered  him. 

Question.    Wissler  was  at  that  time  on  his  way  to  appear  before  this  committee? 

Answer.  He  was,  if  you  summone<l  him  ;  if  not.  his  object  was  to  appear  as  a  volun- 
teer.   That  is,  he  said  when  he  left  home  that  he  was  going  to  Washington. 

Question.  But  he  was  arrested  before  reaching  here  ? 

Answer,  He  was  arrested  in  the  town  of  Corinth,  where  ho  had  perpetrated  this  act 
on  a  previous  visit  to  that  place.  I  forgot  to  state  that  he  is  under  six  different  indict- 
ments for  malfeasance  in  omce  as  justice  of  the  peace,  in  collecting  funds  and  not  turn- 
ing them  over.  One  of  my  nearest  neighbors,  who  is  his  bondsman,  went  down  to  give 
him  up. 

Question.  Upon  his  return  ? 

Awnrer.  Ujwn  his  return  from  this  Corinth  trip.  Th^  old  bondsman  did  give  him  up, 
but  a  new  bond  was  made  out,  and  then  it  was  that  he  started  on  here.  Tliis  man  had 
been  suffering  the  torments  of  death  up  at  Corinth,  and  Wissler  was  going  by  there 
about  the  time  the  man  di»d. 

Question,  And  he  was  arrested? 

Answer.  He  was  arrested,  and  was  on  trial  when  I  came  away.  Whether  he  was  con- 
victed I  do  not  know  ;  the  trial  had  not  terminated  the  last  I  heard  of  it. 

Question,  Who  is  Reed  ? 

Answer,  Reed  is  a  cai*p€t-bagger.  He  was  a  Freedmen's  Bureau  clerk,  and  has  been 
in  the  county  ever  since  18b7, 1  believe.  He  has  been  a  ver>'  officious  and  active  poli- 
tician. After  going  there,  he  had  some  connection  with  the  express,  and  was  tried  in 
1867  for  robbing  the  express.  • 

Question,  Witli  which  he  was  connected  ? 

Answer,  With  which  he  was  connected. 
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Question.  Was  ho  convicted  T 

Anstper.  He  wjis  discharged. 

Question.  You  say  he  is  now  deputy  marshal  ? 

Answer.  He  is,  as  I  uuderstand.  I  did  not  know  he  was  deputy  marshal  until  these 
arrests  were  made ;  but  he  is  u  United  States  assessor. 

Question.  Was  he  the  depnty  marshal  who  was  under  arrest  and  in  Jail  f 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  that  brings  up  another  matter. 

Question.  Who  was  that  man  f 

Answer.  When  these  soldiers  came  down  there  they  came  nnder  a  very  drunken  Insh 
sergeant. 

By  the  Chairman,  (Mr.  Pool  :) 

Question.  What  was  his  name  7 

Answer.  1  do  not  know  his  name ;  I  only  saw  the  man  once,  and  he  was  drunk  on 
that  day.  I  recollect  his  swaggering  up  and  telling  me  that  he  had  those  men  in  com- 
mand ;  that  he  was  the  sergeant.  I  do  not  recollect  his  name.  When  I  left  bonie,  I 
did  not  expect  it  would  be  of  any  importance  to  know  the  names  of  these  i>arties :  I 
only  know  that  he  was  a  sergeant. 

Question.  He  had  the  command  f 

Answer.  He  had  the  command  of  those  troops. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question.  Was  he  in  uniform,  and  did  he  wear  the  insignia  of  a  sergeant ! 

Anstcer.  Yes,  sir.  He  behaved  himself  as  a  general  thing  very  well,  except  on  th«i 
occasion,  when  he  was  drunk.  I  was  going  to  tell  you  about  the  deputy  marabal. 
These  troops  came  down  there  for  the  pnrpose  of  making  these  arrests.  The  marshal 
at  Oxford  sent  a  deputy  marshal  down  there. 

Question.  With  the  soldiers  f 

Anstper.  Yes,  sir ;  and  these  soldiers  were  under  his  command — at  his  bidding.  ThiK 
deputy  marshal  was  an  exceedingly  inferior  looking  man  in  all  respects.  The  soldiers 
were  evidently  nnder  very  loose  discipline.  After  they  had  been  there  perhaps  a  week, 
they  one  night  robbed  a  negro  of  eight  dollars. 

Question.  What  was  the  name  of  the  negro  they  robbed? 

Answer.  I  will  be  able  to  recall  his  name  directly.  He  lives  in  the  town  of  Macon,  and 
is  a  very  respectable,  good  negro ;  he  has  a  sort  of  a  little  merchandise  shop.  Two 
soldiers  came  to  him  at  night,  and  one  of  them  presented  a  pistol  and  demanded  his 
money.  He  gave  up  all  that  he  had,  which  was  $8.  He  went  to  the  mayor  the  next 
morning  and  made  his  complaint.  The  mayor  immediately  issued  an  order  for  the 
arrest  of  the  soldier.  The  town  constable  or  marshal  went  to  arrest  him.  This  ser- 
geant of  whom  I  spoke  ordered  the  soldier  to  surrender  to  the  town  marshal— made 
nim  put  down  his  arms  and  give  himself  up  as  an  offender  against  the  law.  The  con- 
duct of  the  sergeant  on  that  occasion  was  very  proper  as  we  thought,  and  very  satis- 
factory to  the  people ;  we  thought  he  seemed  disposed  to  do  what  was  right  The 
deputy  marshal  now  comes  up  and  tells  the  town  marshal  or  constable  that  he  shall 
not  arrest  the  man ;  that  he  shall  turn  him  loose. 

Question.  Who  was  that  deputy  marshal  f 

Answer.  His  name  was  McMuUin,  or  McMillan,  or  some  snch  name.  He  was  the 
deputy  of  the  marshal  of  the  northern  district  of  the  State.  He  told  the  soldier  to 
resnme  his  arms,  and  said  to  the  man  who  was  arresting  him,  *^  Yon  must  give  him  op; 
if  yon  don't  I'll  turn  the  soldiers  loose  on  you."  This  was  at  ni^t.  In  the  next  morn- 
ing's train,  which  passed  about  6  o'clock,  he  sent  that  soldier  off  to  Oxford  with  a  bevy 
of  these  arrested  parties,  reserving  eight  or  ten  of  the  soTdiers  at  Macon.  Soon  after- 
wards a  warrant  was  gotten  out  for  the  deputy  marshsd  for  interfering  with  the  munici- 
Sal  laws  of  the  town.  He  was  arrested.  I  happened  to  be  present  at  his  trial ;  I  acci- 
entally  stepped  into  court  and  saw  the  trial.  He  was  charged  with  violating  the  law  in 
taking  a  prisoner  away  from  the  marshal  of  the  town.  The  facts  with  regard  to  the  rob- 
bery and  the  interference  were  proved.  The  mayor  asked  the  deputy  marshal  whether 
he  had  any  witnesses  whom  ho  wished  to  introduce.  He  said,  "  No,  I  have  none ;  I 
don't  want  to  introduce  any."  The  mayor  then  asked  him,  "  Do  you  wish  to  appear 
by  counsel  f"  He  said,  "  No,  I  don't  intend  to  appear  by  counsel."  The  mayor  then 
said,  '^  Well,  I  must  put  you  under  a  bond  of  $500  to  appear  at  the  next  circuit  conrt.*^ 
The  deputy  marshal  said,  '^  I  shall  not  give  any  bond.''  He  was  still  sitting  down  at 
the  time.  The  mayor  did  not  hear  him,  and  asked,  "  What  did  you  say  f"  The  deputy 
marshal  got  up  and  approached  him  in  a  rather  impertinent  and  very  menacin£[  man- 
ner, and  said,  "  I  don't  intend  to  give  any  bond  ;"  wnereupon  the  mayor  ordered  Jiim  to 
jail.  There  were  eight  or  ten  soldiers  in  the  room.  The  sheriff  was  sitting  right  by 
me :  and  this  man  was  sitting  beyond  me.  The  sheriff  touched  him  on  the  collar,  ao4 
said,  "  Come  on ;  you  have  got  to  go  to  jail."  He  got  up  and  started  to  go.  As  he 
passed  out  of  the  chancel  or  bar  of  the  court  where  the  attorneys  sit,  two  of  those 
soldiers  stepped  up  to  him  and  remarked,  "  Yon  need  not  go  unless  you  want  to  gO'" 
I  suppose  he  thought  prudence  the  best  part  of  valor,  and  he  remarked, ''  I  reckon  it 
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is  best  for  me  to  ro.'*    He  lay  in  jail  for  ten  or  twelve  days.    He  was  finally  taken  to 
Oxford  by  order  of  Judge  Hill.    That  is  the  List  I  know  of  that  matter. 

Queation.  He  was  taken  ont  of  the  hands  of  the  State  authorities  f 

Answer.  He  was  taken  out  of  the  hands  of  the  State  authorities.  The  mayor  who 
imprisoned  him  is  a  republican. 

Questmi.  He  was  taken  out  of  the  mayor's  hands  by  United  States  officers  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  You  do  not  know  whether  he  was  released  or  not  t 

Answer.  I  do  not,  because  the  thing  occurred  just  upon  my  departure  for  home  about 
the  12th  of  July. 

Question.  In  your  opinion  what  were  all  those  arrests  made  for  T 

Answer.  Well,  sir,  I  will  give  you  my  candid  opinion,  and  I  will  give  you  the  opinion 
of  law-abiding  citizens  in  that  country ;  my  opinion  is  about  the  same  as  theirs.  These 
arrest  were  made  for  two  purposes.    One  was  to  secure  this  ^,000  reward. 

Question.  Which  was  given  simply  for  the  arrest  f 

Answer.  For  the  arrest  and  conviction  of  a  Ku-Klux. 

Question.  Three  thousand  dollars  was  given  for  the  arrest  f 

Answer.  For  the  capture  of  a  Ku-Klux — one  that  could  be  proved  to  be  a  Eu-Klux. 
I  do  not  recollect  the  proclamation  precisely ;  but  I  believe  the  reward  runs  up  to 
(5.000  in  case  the  party  is  convicted;  it  may  be  $3,000 ;  but  I  believe  it  to  be  $5,000. 
There  is  another  purpose  in  those  arrests.  Our  elections  are  approaching.  I  have 
always  observed,  ever  since  the  negroes  have  been  permitted  to  vote,  that  previous  to 
elections  we  have  had  many  persons  going  through  the  country  disorganizing  the 
negroes,  and  exciting  their  minds  preparatory  to  the  election.  I  think  the  arrests  have 
these  two  objects :  they  were  for  the  pui'pose  of  political  cajyital,  and  to  make  gain 
through  the  procuring  of  these  rewards. 

Question.  What  declarations,  if  any,  were  made  by  Reed  and  Wisslerf 

Answer.  Wissler  stated  to  a  repectable  citizen  in  that  town  that  if 

Question.  Tell  us  the  name  of  tlie  citizen. 

Answer.  His  name  was  Dr.  J.  Bevel,  who  keeps  the  hotel  in  the  town  of  Macon.  He 
says  that  Wissler  told  him  one  evening  that  if  anybody  was  hurt  in  these  things — if  a 
hair  of  his  head,  or  any  of  his  soldiers  was  hurt — the  town  would  be  laid  in  ashes.  I 
suppose  they  esteemed' it  rather  a  dangerous  thing  to  be  sendini^  troops  and  hunting 
up  men  in  the  dark  woods  ;  and  hence  I  suppose  they  made  this  declarati<»n.  They 
were  not  molested.  No  one  has  ever  touched  them.  And  I  will  say  here  that  lio  offi- 
cial in  the  county  of  Noxubee  has  ever  been  molested. 

Question.  Or  obstructed  in  the  discharge  of  duty? 

Answer.  Or  obstructed  in  the  discharge  of  duty.  These  soldiers  staid  about  the 
court-house;  and  I  have  been  told  that  Reed,  when  he  was  handling  a  soldier's  gun, 
said  to  a  gentleman  standing  by  how  much  good  it  would  have  done  him  if  ho  had 
come  across  fifty  or  sixty  Ku-Klux  and  had  a  pretty  little  fight ;  that  he  would  have 
been  willing  to  lose  a  leg,  or  something  of  that  sort. 

Question,  Did  he  offer  any  rewards  for  testimony  f 

Answer.  There'  was  a  negro  killed  al)out  twelve  months  ago,  near  Sugar  Lock ;  I 
know  nothing  of  the  circumstances ;  I  did  not  even  know  that  a  negro  had  been  killed 
until  I  heard  mentioned  the  circumstance  that  Reed  took  a  negro  who  was  from  that 
neighborhood  to  his  house,  asked  him  into  his  parlor,  sat  down  with  him  there  and 
drunk  with  him,  in  order  to  find  out  what  he  knew  of  this  mnnler  ;  and  he  told  the 
negro  that  if  he  could  convict  certain  parties  ho  would  got  $500  by  it.  That  is  what 
the  negro  said,  as  I  understood,  thouirh  he  did  not  tell  it  to  me. 

Question.  Do  you  know  the  name  of  the  negro  f 

Answer.  I  think  his  name  is  Hill.  I  can  give  the  name  of  the  party  who  mentioned 
the  circumstance  to  me. 

Question.  Let  us  have  his  name. 

Answer.  Mr.  Stanton  Field,  of  Sugar  Lock,  mentioned  the  circumstance  to  me. 

Question.  Has  any  officer  in  your  county  ever  been  molested  or  interfered  with  in  the 
execution  of  his  duties  T 

Ansicer.  Not  one,  that  I  know  of. 

Question.  Then  the  use  of  these  soldiers  in  making  these  arrests  was 

Ansicer.  Entirely  unnecessary.  There  was  not  a  man  anested  who  would  not  have 
gone  with  a  sheriff  or  constable,  or  any  official,  without  any  soldier  being  present. 

Question.  There  was  no  resistance  whatever  to  the  authority  of  the  officere  of  the 
law? 

Ansicer.  None  whatever ;  not  a  particle  of  resistance.  Many  of  the  men  arrested 
were  pl&ced  upon  their  paroles  of  honor,  and  came  in  rea^lily.  It  was  at  a  period  of  the 
year  when  the  making  of  the  arrests  was  very  unfortunate :  for  a  good  many  of  those 
arrested  were  poor  men,  who  were  taken  away  from  their  farms  when  their  cro])s 
needed  them  very  much.  Two  of  the  grand  jurors  are  negroes  from  our  county;  one 
was  our  repre4«»ntative,  Davis. 

Question.  It  has  been  stated— I  do  not  know  how  true  it  is — ^that  aU  these  i)artie6  were 
arrested  upon  the  testimony  of  this  man  Taliaferro  ? 
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Annrer.  That  is  what  I  have  understood. 

QueHtiatu  How  many  arrests  were  niade  in  yoar  connty  t 

Jnjwwr.  In  onr  connty  and  the  connty  of  Winston  (I  cannot  tell  exactly  the  line  be 
tween  them  in  those  backwoods)  there  were  some  twenty  or  more  arrested,  I  think ; 
fully  twenty. 

Question.  Are  they  still  under  arrest  T 

Anstper.  No,  sir ;  they  were  pnt  under  bonds  and  released  to  appear  at  the  next  eoart 
Each  gave  a  good  and  sufficient  bond  for  his  appearance  at  that  time. 

Question,  Some  of  the  witnesses  testified  here  to  quite  a  scene  of  triumph,  &c^  when 
these  prisoners,  after  their  release  npon  bail,  returned  to  their  homes ;  do  yon  know 
anything  about  that  t 

Awnrer,  There  was  quite  a  congratnlation  and  rejoicing ;  the  citizens  were  rejoiced 
at  their  release ;  they  felt  that  they  had  all  been  deeply  injured  by  the  sending  of 
United  States  troops  down  there.  We  do  not  object  t6  United  States  troops  when  em- 
ployed for  necessary  and  proper  purposes ;  but  onr  x>eople  did  object  to  the  sending  of 
those  troops  down  there,  as  if  the  men  had  to  be  hauled  up  by  means  of  United  States 
muskets,  when,  In  fact,  they  would  have  cheerfully  appeared  to  answer  any  charges. 
The  citizens  felt,  furthermore,  that  they  had  been  injured  by  our  own  office  holdeni, 
who  went  to  help  hunt  for  those  prisoners,  as  they  pretended,  when  we  firmly  believed 
that  the  object  was  nothing  else  than  gain.  When  the  prisoners  were  liberated  there 
was  quite  a  jubilee  among  the  citizens.  There  was  no  outbreak ;  there  were  no  insults 
to  the  officers.    Reed  is  still  there,  I  presume. 

Question.  The  citizens  were  glad  ot  their  release  because  they  believed  them  to  be 
innocent  f 

Answer.  They  believed  them  innocent  of  the  crime  charged,  and  rejoiced  at  their 
release,  and  that  they  were  permitted  to  return  to  their  families. 

Question.  Has  any  officer  ever  been  molested  in  your  county  in  the  discharge  of  bii 
duties  t 

AnstDer.  Not  a  solitary  instance  of  that  kind  has  occurred,  within  my  observation  or 
recollection.  I  am  satisfied  that  all  our  citizens  desire  to  be  law  abiding.  They  only 
ask  to  be  let  alone.  We  feel  that  we  are  oppressed  with  taxation,  and  that  we  are 
very  much  down-trodden  in  the  fact  of  the  offices  being  held  exclusively  by  negroes 
and  carpet-baggers. 

Question.  Are  the  offices  in  your  county  held  in  that  way,  exclusively  f 

Answer.  Not  in  all  cases.  The  chancery  court  clerk  is  a  carpet-bagger  ;  his  name  is 
Smith.  Reed  acts  very  often  as  his  deputy  clerk,  and  is  also  the  assessor  of  taxes.  H« 
is  a  carpet-bagger.  Three  of  our  members  of  the  legislature  are  negroes — one  of  them 
a  carpet-bagger.  Our  circuit  conrt  judge  is  a  memlSsr  of  the  republican  party.  He  is 
not  a  carpet-bagger :  he  is  a  citizen  of  ihe  State. 

Qtt4!stion.  What  is  nis  name  f  * '    . 

Answer.  Jehu  A.  Orr.  Muldrow  is  our  district  attorney.  As  to  our  magistracy,  there 
are  some  republican  magistrates  and  some  not  republican.  We  have  two  magistrates 
in  our  town ;  Wissler  is  one,  and  Shipman  is'the  other.  I  do  not  know  whether  Ship- 
man  is  a  carpet-bagger ;  he  has  resided  in  the  State  some  years. 

Question.  Are  the  negroes  as  a  general  thing  qniet  and  well  behaved  f 

Answer.  They  are  very  quiet  and  well  behaved.  There  is  no  trouble  or  difficulty 
with  them,  unless  when  elections  are  al)out  to  be  held  ;  then,  sometimes,  when  demon- 
strations are  made,  they  become  boisterous.  I  have  never  known  them,  however,  to  be 
interfered  with  under  such  circumstances. 

Question.  Do  the  nej^roes  pay  any  of  the  taxes  f 

Answer.  I  do  not  think  they  do,  except  the  $2  poll  tax,  or  per  capita  tax. 

Question.  Is  that  generally  paid  f 

Answer.  I  do  not  think  it  is.  I  heard  the  sheriff  say  the  other  day  that  there  were 
$20,000  of  insolvent  taxes  upon  our  list  from  the  last  year's  return.  I  saw  the  list  made 
out ;  and  I  think  there  was  not  one  white  man  in  ten  on  the  list.  They  cannot  very 
well  get  at  the  negro  for  taxes.  You  see  he  registers  under  one  name,  and  passes  under 
another. 

Question.  And  votes  under  a  third  T 

Answer.  And  very  often  votes  under  a  third. 

Question.  And  does  not  stop  at  one  vote  either  f 

Answer.  1  have  heard  of  cases  of  that  sort ;  I  have  never  known  them  positively. 

Question,  What  has  been  the  conduct  of  the  white  citizens  of  your  region  of  country  f 

Answer.  We  have  four  thousand  two  hundred  negro  voters  and  from  one  thousand 
two  hundred  to  one  thousand  five  hundred  whites.  The  treatment  extended  by  the 
white  people  to  the  blacks  (I  wish  to  speak  of  that  first)  is  good.  I  have  been  a  planter, 
and  I  suppose  I  have  had  on  an  average  one  hundred  and  eighty  laborers— from  ooe 
hundred  and  thirty  to,  at  times,  over  two  hundred ;  but  I  think  I  had  one  hundred  and 
thirty  regolarly-employed  hands.  I  never  had  a  word  of  insult  or  impertinence  from 
any  negro  to  me ;  and  I  never  gave  them  any  cause  for  such  a  thing.  They  were  very 
obedient.    The  only  trouble  I  ever  had  in  respect  to  that  matter  was  that  when  the 
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neffroes  would  begin  their  canvassing,  one  of  them  would  sometimea  dash  np  into  my 
field  on  hiH  horse  and  ssiy  to  the  other  negroes,  "  They  have  sent  for  you."  Then  the 
negroes  would  generally  be  disposed  to  drop  their  hoes  and  go  to  the'public  meeting. 
I  objected  to  that  considerably.  1  told  them  on  one  occasion  that  if  they  went  I  would 
dismiss  them,  because  both  their  crop  and  mine  depended  upon  their  Libor ;  and  their 
]al>or  could  not  be  spared  just  at  that  time.  Sometimes  they  would  all  go,  and  some- 
times a  jwrtion  would  go.  1  never  dismissed  but  one  for  such  a  thing;  and  on  that 
occasion  he  said  he  was  *'  going  anyway,"  and  I  told  him,  '*  Very  well,  if  you  are  going 
anyway,  don't  come  back  any  more."  That  had  no  reference  to  votiug  oV  to  any  elec- 
tion. The  negro  was  going  to  a  public  speaking.  What  I  sta+e  in  regard  to  my  case  is, 
I  think,  pretty  generally  true  with  reference  to  others.  We  have  been  annoyed  at 
having  ignorant  and  corrunt  men  placed  over  us,  and  having  men  put  in  the  legisla- 
ture who  have  voted  regardless  of  the  ditference  lietween  right  and  wrong,  and  who 
sometimes  did  not  know  what  was  right.  As  to  the  negroes,  they  otten  voted  wroilg 
because  they  were  ignorant,  and  did  not  know  what  was  jight. 

Question.  At  the  time  of  your  last  election  were  many  ol  the  white  people  of  your 
county  disfranchised  f 

Jniicer,  A  great  many  of  them  were  disfranchised. 

Quesiitm,  You  have  held  only  one  election  f 

Answer.  Only  one;  that  was  the  time  of  Alcorn's  election. 

Qui^iion.  And  those  who  are  now  under  disability  to  hold  office  were  at  that  time 
disfranchised  under  the  reconstruction  acts  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 

Question,  Were  they  disqualified  to  vote  T  Did  yon  ever  have  any  disqualification 
for  voting  in  Mississippi  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  None  except  under  the  reconstmction  acts  f 

Anstcer.  No,  sir.  They  were  disqualified  under  the  reconstruction  acts.  A  great  many 
of  them  could  not  register.  It  required  registration  in  order  to  vote.  A  great  many 
have  never  been  i)ermitted  to  vote. 

By  Mr.  Biair  : 

Question.  Did  the  disfranchised  persons  in  your  State  constitute  a  very  large  class  T 

Answer.  Not  a  very  large  class ;  but,  you  see,  in  our  county  there  were  only  twelve 
hundred  or  fourteen  hundred  whites  against  forty-two  hundred  negroes.  The  negroes 
are  generally  members  of  the  Loyal  League,  and  vote  the  republican  ticket. 

Question,  The  governor  of  your  State  is  a  native  Mississippian,  I  believe  T 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  Governor  Alcorn  is,  I  think,  an  Illiuoisian  by  birth. 

Queitlion.  Ho  is  an  old  resident,  however  f 

Answer.  O,  yes,  sir ;  he  is  a  thoroughly  acclimated  Mississippian. 

Question.  He  was  in  the  confederate  army  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir :  and  he  was  a  general  of  militia.  He  has  resided  in  Mississippi  for 
a  great  number  or  years.  He  was  in  the  State  senate  before  the  war,  and  also  during 
the  war. 

Question.  He,  however,  had  his  disabilities  removed  T 

Answer.  He  had.  I  made  application  to  get  my  disabilities  removed^  but  I  failed.  I 
can  vote,  but  I  cannot  hold  otUce. 

Question.  Did  you  ever  hold  an  office  prior  to  the  war  f 

Answer.  Never  but  once.  About  thirty-five  years  ago  I  was,  for  about  six  weeks, 
postmaster  of  a  little  neighborhood  post  office.  That  was  in  Virginia,  before  I  movea 
to  Mississippi. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 
Question.  Did  you  take  the  oath  of  office  as  postmaster  f 
Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  think  I  did. 

By  Mr.  Blair: 

Question.  Then  yon  are  disqualified  under  the  fourteenth  amendment? 

Answer.  I  asked  for  the  removal  of  my  disabilities  in  order  that  I  might  hold  office 
in  the  S^ate  of  Mississippi.  I  could  not  swear  that  I  never  aided  the  cause  of  the  Con- 
federate States ;  and,  I  presume,  Qeueral  Gilmer  could  not  have  taken  such  an  oath. 
I  only  wanted  to  be  placed  where  he  was.  The  report  on  my  application  was  made  by 
a  gentleman  in  Congress,  and  the  reason  alleged  for  refusing  it  was  that  I  had  mobbed 
a  negro  school-house.    That  was  one  of  the  reasons  assigned  why  I  did  not  succeed. 

Question.  Was  that  true  f 

Answer.  No,  sir.  I  will  state  how  I  think  the  report  arose.  I  have,  as  I  have  stated, 
employed  a  large  number  of  negroes  on  my  plantation.  In  1866.  in  opposition  to  the 
general  sentiment,  (for  then  v»'e  had  not  generally  become  very  favorable  to  the  system 
of  educating  the  negroes,)  I  put  ux)  a  school-house  and  employed  a  teacher  for  my  ne- 
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.groes.  I  employed  in  that  capacity  a  one-armed  confederate  soldier.  I  placed  him 
there  on  my  premiuefl,  and  told  him  if  the  neg^rocB  did  not  pay  him  I  woald.  Daring 
one  of  my  bnmncsa  trips  away  from  home,  he»  without  my  knowlet^  or  connent,  gav« 
up  the  school  to  a  Yankee  soldier.  I  returned  and  found  this  man  in  possession  of  the 
school.  I  permitted  him  to  remain  peaceably  in  possession.  Finally  complaints  were 
made  to  me  by  my  nej^roes  that  this  fellow  was  not  acting  exactly  right.  He  was  cre- 
ating jealouHies  among  the  negroes,  and  it  was  stated  to  me  bv  one  of  them  that  be 
believed  the  fellow  had  interfered  with  the  sanitary  condition  of  the  place,  so  far  as  the 
women  were  concerned.  I  went  to  ee  him,  and  discovered  on  the  same  day  that  li« 
was  quartering  a  white  strumpet  among  mv  negroes.  I  told  him  that  if  he  did  not 
leave  then*  in  a  very  short  time  I  wonld  give  him  a  thrashing.  I  told  him  that  I  wonid 
kick  him  off  the  plantation  if  he  did  not  get  off  very  soon.  He  leit,  and  went  op  to 
General  Eggleston.  What  he  told  the  general  I  do  not  know ;  but  that  was  the  history 
of  my  mobbing  a  school-house. 

Question,  You  dismissed  him-  for  giving  disease  to  your  negroes  f 
Anstrer.  One  of  the  negroes  told  me  he  had  diseased  one  of  them  ;  I  think  he  told 
me  of  one  particular  girl ;  besides  that,  I  found  this  white  strumpet  in  one  of  my  ne- 
gro cabins ;  I  drove  her  off,  and  then  drove  him  off. 

Qwvtion.  What  is  the  amount  of  school  tax  levied,  and  how  is  it  levied  in  yoor  State  7 
Armrer,  I  will  endeavor  to  explain  to  you  the  system  of  taxation  for  the  State  of 
Mississippi.  We  have  in  that  State  a  tax  of  one-half  of  one  per  cent,  upon  every  de- 
scriptiou  of  property  that  it  is  i>o8sible  to  conceive  of.  They  tax  your  h(^,  your  cows, 
yoor  furniture,  your  watches,  your  cups  and  .saucers,  your  land,  and  everything  else. 
Everything  is  subjected  to  that  tax  of  one-half  of  one  per  cent,  by  the  State.  Tbea 
the  county  has  the  right  to  levy  not  exceeding  one  hundred  per  cent,  upon  the  State 
tax.  Kvi-i-y  county  conies  up  to  that  limit  and  wants  a  little  more ;  that,  added  to 
the  State  tax,  makes  one  per  cent.  Then  they  have  a  right  to  levy^  a  S|>ecia1  tax  for 
the  purpose  of  building  jails,  bridges,  &c. — a  tax  not  exceeding  one  hundrod  per  cent. 
n]K}n  the  county  tax :  that  is  another  half  per  cent.  Then  the  school  tax  is  so  many 
mills — if  I  nH;o]Iect  right  it  is  five  mills  to  pay  teachers,  and  ten  mills  for  the  bnildiog 
of  school -bouses. 

Question.  The  school  tax  is  a  tax  of  one  and  a  half  per  cent,  f 
Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  this  one  and  a  half  per  cent,  is  levied  for  school  purposes. 
Question.  In  addition  to  the  other  taxes  f 

Anmcer.  In  addition  to  all  the  others.  W^e  have,  thus,  a  tax  of  one-half  per  cent,  for 
State  purposes,  one-half  per  cent,  for  county  purposes,  about  one-half  per  cent,  for 
special  purposes,  and  one  and  a  half  per  cent,  for  school  purposes,  making  in  the  aggre- 
gate, an  I  now  estimate  it,  four  per  cent,  upon  the  entire  property  of  the  State- 
hind,  cultivated  or  uncultivated,  and  everything  else. 

By  the  Chairman,  (Mr.  Pool  :) 
Question.  Are  you  certain  of  that  f 
Answer.  I  think  that  is  correct. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question.  Are  not  the  owners  of  small  amonnts  of  property  exempt  to  a  oertain 
extent  f  Are  not  so  many  hogs,  so  many  horses,  &c.,  exempted  from  taxation  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  there  is  an  exemption,  I  think,  of  about  two  horses,  $^  worth  of 
furniture,  so  many  bushels  of  com,  &c.  I  do  not  recoUect  the  items;  but  the  exemp- 
tions just  cover  tue  absolute  living  of  a  family. 

Question.  Those  exemptions  would  relieve  from  taxation  the  entire  body  of  negroes, 
or  very  nearly  all  T 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  the  negroes  of  our  country  pay  no  tax  except  here  and  there  an  oc- 
casional instance.  I  will  illustrate  to  see  whether  I  am  correct.  The  assessment  of 
tax  for  my  county  is,  1  see,  889,000--say  $90,000.  I  think  about  (20,000  is  for  school 
purposes,  alK>ut  $25,000  or  $1)0,000  for  the  State,  and  the  balance  for  county  and  special 
purposes.  Now,  we  make  in  our  county  a1>ont  12,000  bales  of  cotton.  *That  at  $75 
per  bale,  the  price  which  the  last  crop  brought,  would  make  about  $900,000.  As  a  gen- 
eral rule  the  negro  gets  one-half  the  cotton.  If  we  give  him  one-quarter  we  feed  uim, 
which  we  suppose  is  equivalent  to  one- quarter.  In  other  words,  only  one-half  of  the 
cotton  belongs  to  the  planter.  The  planter  nays  the  tax,  which  amounts  to  alwnt 
25  or  :W  xier  cent.    I  know  that  last  year  it  took  abont  all  my  cotton  to  pay  my  taxes. 

Question.  Then  the  entire  tax  to  carry  on  the  State  government,  and  the* county  gov- 
omnieut,  and  the  8<;hoc)ls,  is  levied  uim>u  the  white  people  of  the  county  T 

Answer.  I  say  unhesitatingly  that  it  is. 

Question.  There  has  been  some  testimony  given  here  in  regard  to  the  resistance  made 
by  the  people  of  the  counties  to  that  enormous  tax,  and  especially  the  school  tax  f 

^Answer.  Well,  sir,  there  is  very  great  complaint,  and  I  think  very  jnstly.  againf^  the 
onerous  taxation  of  our  people.  ITiey  are  oppressed  with  taxation.  'Onr  tax  was 
due  on  the  1st  of  July ;  and  fifteen  per  cent,  additional  has  been  levieil  ofion  tlr?in- 
quents  who  did  not  pay  at  that  time.    The  sheriff  told  mo  he  had  collected  at  on: 
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$50,000  of  taxation  up  to  the  time  when  he  spoke  to  me— a  few  days  before  I  left 
home,  and  before  the  period  for  payment  had  elapsed.  Ho  has  the  right  to  levy 
fifteen  per  cent,  on  the  amount  remaining  impaid  up  to  a  certain  time,  and  after  the 
expiration  of  that  time  to  sell  the  lands  for  taxes.  His  list  of  lands  on  which  taxef 
were  unpaid  covered,  when  printed,  one  entire  side  of  a  newspaper.  Besides  thai 
we  have  another  tax  to  pay  iu  October. 

QueaHoH,  What  is  that  for  f 

Anawer»  The  tax  which  was  due  the  other  day  was  the  tax  for  1870,  the  tax  undei 
our  late  law  having  been  levied  one  year  and  paid  the  next.  But  the  law  has  been 
changed  so  that  the  tax  assessed  in  the  spring  shall  be  collected  in  the  fall.  Hence 
this  year  we  have  to  pay  the  taxes  of  last  year,  and  in  October  the  taxes  fur  the  present 
year.  The  tax  for  last  year  was  due  in  April,  but  the  governor,  considenng  that  there 
was  a  great  burden  resting  upon  the  people  in  this  respect,  suspended  its  colleotiou  for 
a  while,  so  that  it  did  not  fall  due  till  July. 

QuesiioH,  Have  you  in  vour  community  any  number  of  those  persons  who  are  gen 
erally  known  as  "  carpet-oaggers  f ' 

An9Ufer,  We  have  not  a  very  great  number,  because,  as  I  have  already  explained 
one  man  holds  several  offices.  The  lieutenant  governor  of  the  State,  who  was  lormerly 
our  sheriff,  is  a  carpet-bagger.  The  offices  since  the  war  have  been  held  altogether. 
with  but  few  exceptions,  by  carpet-baggers  and  negroes. 

QiusHon,  And  some  of  the  negroes  are  carpet-baggera  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir.  The  mavor  of  our  town  is  an  Ohio .  man,  but  he  has  lived  in  our 
State  a  number  of  years.    He  is  a  republican. 

Question,  Are  people  from  other  States  who  go  to  your  State  for  the  purpose  of  bet- 
tering their  condition  by  attending  to  legitimate  occupations — bv  laboring  in  their 
respective  vocations  or  professions— are  they  called  carpet-baggers  7 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Is  there  any  odium  attached  to  people  who  come  in  that  way  from  other 
States  f 

Answer.  We  call  no  men  "  carpet-baggers"  except  those  who  come  there  to  control 
the  offices  of  the  country  and  to  interfere  offensively  in  the  management  of  political 
affairs.  A  gentleman  resides  there  who  was  on  General  Sheridan's  staff.  He  is  a  large 
planter.  Althoujgh  at  the  present  time  temporarily  absent  in  Europe,  he  has  lived  for 
three  years  within  eight  miles  of  my  house.  He  is  a  clever  gentleman.  He  has  never 
interfered  offensively  in  politics  or  tried  to  hold  all  the  offices  in  the  country.  He  waii 
most  heartily  welcomed  and  is  highly  esteemed  and  respected. 

By  the  Chairman,  (Mr.  Pool:) 
Question.  What  is  his  name  f 
Answer,  M%jor  Holmau. 

By  Mr.  Blair: 

Question.  Then  there  is  no  prejudice  against  northern  men  who  come  to  your  State 
for  proper  purposes  T 

Answer.  There  is  no  prejudice  against  northern  men ;  they  are  heartily  welcomed ; 
but  there  is  a  prejudice  and  a  hatred  against  the  '*  carpet-baggers,''  as  we  call  them — 
those  who  come  there  for  the  express  purpose  of  holding  office — who  never  invest  any- 
thing in  the  community,  and  who  seem  to  take  no  interest  in  the  welfare  of  the  State,, 
except  so  far  as  the  profits  of  their  offices  are  concerned. 

Question.  Do  these  men  endeavor  to  array  classes  of  the  community  against  each 
other?  ♦ 

Answer.  Tes,  sir,  I  think  they  do.  They  attend  meetings  in  company  with  tho 
negroes ;  they  associate  principally  with  the  negroes ;  they  associate  very  little  with 
the  better  class  of  people. 

Question.  We  have  had  some  testimony  before  the  committee  from  Mr.  Huggias^  of 
Monroe  County ;  do  you  know  him  f 

An^er.  I  do  not  know  him  except  by  reputation. 

Question.  Among  other  things,  he  said,  in  speaking  of  the  assessment  and  eollectioii 
of  taxes  for  schools  in  his  count;^,  that  the  schools  were  put  in  operation  there  under 
the  law  of  the  lemslature  and  with  the  expectation  that  the  tax  would  be  collected, 
but  that  the  Ku-Klux  gave  orders  that  no  tax  should  be  imposed,  and  none  has  been* 
What  do  you  know  in  reference  to  that  matter  f 

Anstcer.  Well,  sir,  I  do  not  know  what  the  Kn-Klux  did,  or  what  he  stated  about  tha 
Kn-Klnx,  but  I  will  tell  you  what  I  do  know  in  regard  to  the  matter,  i  know  that  the 
citizens  of  the  county  held  a  meeting  in  broad  daylight,  just  as  they  would  go  to 
church  or  anywhere  else,  and  respectfully  protested  af^ainst  any  very  heavv  assesa- 
ment  of  taxes  in  view  of  the  present  burdens  and  the  light  crop.  I  know  that  this 
was  done  in  the  county  of  Lowndes,  and  it  had  an  effect  upon  the  board  of  superrisors. 
A  respectful  petition  was  gotten  up  to  that  board,  setting  forth  that  they  must  levy  » 
light  tax  for  the  purpose  of  schools ;  and  in  consequence  of  that  petition  the  tax  was 
considerably  abated. 
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Question,  And  the  case  was  the  same  in  Monroe  County  f 

Attwcer.  It  was,  if  I  am  correctly  informed ;  and  I  snpiwee  such  a  meeting  of  citizens 
is  what  Mr.  Hufi^gins  calls  the  operations  of  the  Kn-Klnx.  Whether  Mr.  Hnggins  wm 
waited  on  by  ^-Klnx  I  cannot  say. 

QueslioH,  He  says  that  *'  during  the  years  1865  and  1866  there  was  oompaiatively 
little  trouble  in  that  county.  I  was  not  interfered  with  until  the  close  of  the  year 
1866.  I  had  expressed  my  opinion  very  freely  in  the  towns  about  me.  I  had  been 
refused  admission  to  the  church.  That  was  the  onlv  thing  really  that  oocorred  during 
the  year.    I  was  not  recognized  as  a  Christian  at  all.'' 

Anmter.  I  know  uothins  of  that.  I  think  his  statement  is  most  likely  true,  that  be 
had  never  been  interfered  with  during  that  period,  and  I  am  satisfied  he  never  would 
have  been,  unless  he  had  become,  as  the  people  consider  it,  an  oppressor.  As  a  planUfr. 
following  his  vocation,  like  the  rest  of  us  in  the  country,  1  think  he  never  would  have 
been  interfered  with  up  to  the  present  time,  for  we  have  a  great  many  northern  mes 
down  there  engaged  in  planting. 

Question,  He  says  further  in  reference  to  this  church  matter  that  "  they  said  I  would 
not  be  allowed  to  join,  unless  I  would  say  I  had  committed  a  wrouf,  which  I  could  not 
do.  1  called  on  the  pastor  after  that  to  withdraw  my  letter  entirely  from  the  church." 
Do  you  know  anything  in  reference  to  that  matter  f 

Answer,  1  know  nothing  of  that ;  but  there  must  have  been  some  other  reasons  con- 
nected with  the  matter,  for  I  know  other  northern  men  who  are  connected  wiUi  the 
churches  there. 

Question,  On  page  226  of  the  testimony,  Mr.  John  R.  Taliaferro  says :  '*  There  was  a 
negro  killed  near  Sugar  Lock,  between  seven  and  eight  mouths  ago. 

**  Question,  In  what  part  of  the  county  is  that  f 

*^  Answer,  Below  Macon,  in  the  southeastern  part  of  the  county,  on  the  line  of  the  Mo- 
bile and  Ohio  Kailroad. 

**■  Question.  What  were  the  circumstances  of  the  killing  f 

"  Anmcer.  He  was  said  to  have  been  doing  some  considerable  talking  as  a  politidaii : 
It  was  thought  better  to  silence  him,  and  they  did  so. 

'^  Qu/esiion.  Was  there  any  charge  apiinst  hijn,  besides  talking  politics  t 

'^  Ansv:er,  No,  sir ;  I  never  heard  otany  other  charge  against  him. 

'^  Question,  Did  you  know  him  personally  f 

"  Answer,  I  did  not ;  he  resided  some  distance  from  me. 

**  Question,  What  were  the  circumstances  in  relation  to  his  killing  f 

**  Answer,  They  simply  went  to  his  house  at  night  (these  things  are  always  done  at 
night)  and  called  him  out.  He  refused  to  come,  and  they  broKO  open  the  door  and 
murdered  him.'' 

Answer.  That  is  the  case  that  I  referred  to  a  while  a^o.  I  recollect  now  that  the 
negro  was  called  *'  Bully  Jack."  That  is  the  case  in  which  Stanton  Field  said  that  a 
ne«t)  named  Hill  had  said  that  Reed  had  offered  him  $500  to  testify  that  a  certain  nun 
killed  the  negro  at  Sugar  Lock. 

Question,  Do  yon  know  anything  about  the  killing  of  that  negro  f 

Answer,  Nothing  whatever.  I  was  not  in  the  State  at  the  time,  or  at  least  not  in  that 
portion  of  the  State.  I  have  heard  that  such  a  negro  was  killed — by  whom,  or  anything 
of  that  sort,  I  cannot  say. 


Question.  Taliaferro  also  speaks  of  the  whipping  of  some  negro  women.    He  says  on 

Sage  226 :  "  Then  there  were  four  places  visited  right  in  my  immediate  neighborhood— 
[r.  Crosby's,  Mr.  Hinton's,  Mr.  Jackson's,  and  Mr.  Price's,  all  gentlemen  farmers  there. 


"  Question.  They  are  the  owners  of  foor  farms  or  plantatiMis  t 

*^  Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

"  Question,  By  whom  were  those  plantations  visited  t 

"  Answer,  By  men  in  disg^uise. 

*' Question.  Whenf 

''  Answer,  It  has  been  about  three  months  and  a  half  or  four  months  ago.  There  was 
no  murder  committed  there.  These  men  were  all  bachelors  except  one,  who  was  a 
widower ;  and  each  one  of  them  had  a  cook  or  woman  living  about  the  place.  Tbej 
took  out  the  negro  women  and  whipped  them. 

''  Question,  Was  that  all  they  did  f 

"  Answer.  They  whipped  them  very  severely ;  that  is  alL 

''  Question,  Did  they  whip  any  of  the  men  f 

^^  Answer.  No,  sir;  they  simply  whipped  these  women  because  thej'  said  they  were 
living  in  crini.  con.  (I  believe  that  is  the  expression)  with  these  white  men. 

"  Question.  But  they  did  not  whip  the  white  men  f 

"Answer.  No,  sir.  If  they  had  whipped  the  men  it  would  have  been  veryweUtI 
suppose.  They  had  been  living  together  for  a  lon^  time — some  five  or  six  years.  Mr- 
Hiuton  had  been  living  with  one  of  the  women  eight  or  ten  years— ;previou8  to  the 
war,  and  during  the  war. 

t*  Question.  Was  it  understood  that  he  cohabited  with  herf 
Answer.  Tea,  sir,  and  that  he  had  children  by  her ;  and  they  thought  it  would 
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benefit  tbe  other  negroes  in  the  neighborhood  t^  *  drees  them  np/  as  they  call  it— to 
whip  them  ont,  and  order  them  to  leave." 
Do  yon  know  anything  abont  that  t 

Answer,  Now  that  you  mention  that  case  I  remember  it.  There  was  a  party  of  per- 
sons who  went,  I  think,  to  Hinton's ;  and  I  know  it  was  esteemed  there  more  of  a  jest 
than  anything  else.  Hinton  is  an  old  bachelor;  and  there  were  two  or  three  other  old 
bachelors  in  the  neighborhood.  I  never  knew  nntil  I  heard  of  these  things  that  Hiuton 
had  a  negro  woman  to  whom  he  was  very  particular  in  his  attentions.  Some  parties 
went  there  and  drove  her  off,  and,  I  think,  whipped  her  a  little;  and  I  believe  they 
told  Hinton  that  if  be  did  not  desist  from  that  sort  of  conduct  they  would  look  ufteV 
him.  I  know  the  impression  was  that  the  men  who  did  that  were  some  neighbors  who 
went  there  as  a  sort  of  a  frolic,  although  partly  in  earnest,  to  stop  this  sort  of  thing. 
They  went  in  disguise,  however. 

Question,  In  Taliaferro's  testimony  I  find,  on  page  227,  the  following  on  the  subject 
of  disguises : 

''  Qtt«8(i<m.  From  what  yon  have  learned,  have  these  disguised  men,  when  they  go 
about,  a  uniform  disguise— are  the  various  bands  disguised  alike  f 

** Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  generally  speaking ;  it  depends  upon  the  neighborhood.    Almost 
always  they  adopt  the  same  disguise,  which  is  a  long  white  robe ;  if  it  is  not  white,  it 
is  generally  black ;  it  dependsron  the  location.    For  instance,  a  Klan  may  start  from 
Macon  robed  in  white,  and  one  from  Btooksville  robed  in  black.'' 
Have  you  heard  anvthing  about  that  f 

Ansufer,  I  never  have  heard.  I  never  have  seen  a  disguised  man  in  the  State.  I  do 
not  know  any  man  whom  I  have  even  suspected  of  being  a  Ku-Klux.  I  now  remember 
one  little  circumstance,  which  I  may  as  well  mention.  My  plantation  is  only  about  a 
mile  and  a  quarter  or  a  mile  and  a  half  from  the  little  village  of  Brooksville.  I  recol- 
lect some  boys  told  me  that  the  negroes  had  a  prayer-meeting  one  night,  and  they  went 
there  playing  Ku-Klux ;  that  is,  they  went  with  some  little  disguise  on  their  faces.  It 
was  a  mere  prank.  There  was  not  a  man  among  them.  One  of  the  negroes,  I  think, 
went  out  and  discovered  the  fact  that  they  were  boys,  and  just  laugh^  about  it.  I 
believd  a  good  many  of  these  stories  of  Kn-Klox — I  do  not  pretend  to  say  all  of  them — 
arise  from  circumstances  of  that  character. 

Question,  I  read  again  from  Taliaferro's  testimony : 

"  Qiiestion,  Have  yon  seen  any  of  these  bands  f 

**  Answer,  1  have. 

"  Question,  When  was  that  T 

"Answer,  Not  a  great  while  ago— two  months  and  a  half  ago." 
Your  statement  is,  I  believe,  that  Taliaferro  has  not  been  there  within  that  time  f 

Answer,  I  know  that  he  (^nit  living  in  that  neighborhood  in  December.  He  has  been 
in  the  county,  of  coarse,  since,  because  it  was  in  April,  I  think,  that  he  stole  the  mule 
I  have  mentioned ;  but  he  has  not  made  himself  visible  around  there  for  some  time 
nast.  Since  I  come  to  think  about  it,  I  believe  he  lived  at  Brooksville,  in  a  neighbor- 
hood below  me,  for  a  short  time ;  but  I  do  not  think  he  has  been  in  tne  county  since 
April.  I  may  be  deceived  about  that,  because  he  may  have  been  there  without  my 
knowing  it;  but  I  know  he  has  not  been  about  Brooksville  to  any  extent  since  last 
January,  I  would  say.    He  is  esteemed  there  a  miserable  creature. 

Question.  He  says  that  Dismukes  is  your  prosecuting  officer  f 

Answer,  That  is  not  true. 

Question,  I  read  from  his  testimony  on  that  point,  on  page  229 : 

^'^  Question,  Is  there  a  prosecuting  officer  for  your  county  7 

"Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

'*  Question,  Who  is  he  T 

"Answer,  Mr.  Dismukes. 

"  Question.  By  whom  was  he  apj^inted  f 

"Answer.  By  Governor  Alcorn. 

"  QuesHon,  Is  he  a  republican  f 

"Answer,  Well,  it  is  hard  to  teU  what  he  is. 

"  Question,  Does  he  call  himself  a  republican  f 

"Answer,  He  does  now,  I  think." 

An»wer.  Dismukes  holds  no  office.  He  was,  I  believe.  United  States  commissioner 
to  take  oaths.  He  is  a  practicing  attorney :  he  has  never  held  the  office  of  prosecut* 
ing  attorney ;  for,  as  I  nave  alroftdy  stated,  Muldrow  is  the  district  attorney  and  pro- 
secuting officer.    We  have  no  prosecuting  attorney  for  the  county  court. 

Question.  Is  Dismukes  a  democrat  f 

Answer .  He  is  a  good  democrat :  he  always  has  been,  so  far  as  I  know. 

Question.  On  page  229  of  Mr.  Taliaferro's  testimony  I  find  the  following : 

"  Question,  You  say  that  these  men  themselves  say  that  they  do  these  things  in  the 
interest  of  law  and  order — ^to  keep  things  peaceable  f 

"Anstcer,  Yes.  sir. 

"  Question.  What  is  your  judgment  in  relation  to  the  real  purpose  f 
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'^Anstcer.  My  idea  is  simply  that  they  do  it  to  keep  the  negroes  down,  as  it  were— to 
keep  them  sobmissivei  and  make  them  acquiesce  in  any  move  that  they  want  to 
make." 

Do  yon  know  of  any  such  attempt  on  the  part  of  the  body  of  your  people,  or  any  of 
them? 

Answer,  None  whatever.  We  rent  land  to  the  negro.  He  works  our  plantations  od 
sliares.  We  leave  our  plantations  in  his  charge.  At  this  very  time  there  is  no  male 
protector  at  my  house  but  my  servant.  My  wife  is  in  the  country  for  the  summer ;  she 
IS  on  the  plantation  with  a  number  of  negroes :  and  if  there  was  not  a  community  of 
let^Jing  between  the  negroes  and  myself,  if  I  felt  any  apprehensions  from  the  negroes, 
I  would  not  have  left  my  home  under  such  circumstances. 

Question.  How  are  negro  land -renters  treated  by  the  community? 

Attsicer,  Well,  sir,  I  reckon  that  one-third  of  our  county  is  rented  out  to  negroes.  I 
myself  am  renting;  my  son-in-law  is  renting;  throughout  my  entire  neighborhood, 
com  prising  from  10,000  to  20,000  acres  of  land^  nearly  every  one  is  acting  on  the  rent- 
ing principle  ;  and  there  is  not  the  slightest  interference  with  the  negroes.  In  other 
portions  of  the  country  the  same  system  is  being  carried  on,  and  I  do  not  know  that 
there  is  any  interference  with  the  negroes ;  I  Know  there  is  not  Wo  rent  to  them 
because  we  think  it  is  the  best  system  of  planting. 

(^aestion.  As  the  great  body  of  the  people  in  your  neighborhood  have  their  landi 
rented  out  to  negroes,  would  they  not  consider  any  interference  with  the  negroes  as 
denimental  to  their  interest  ? 

Ausicer,  Decidedly  so;  and  they  would  protect  the  negro.  I  will  mention  a  little 
circnmstance  that  occurred  on  my  plantation  ;  I  think  it  was  last  falL  The  negroes 
oii  LLiy  plantation  were  drilling.  It  was  about  the  time  that  Governor  Alcom*s  ne^ 
militia  bill  was  passed,  or  when  he  was  about  to  put  it  into  effect ;  he  sent  negro  aids 
about  through  the  country  to  see  al)out  organizing  the  negroes  into  companies.  Some 
of  my  negroes  got  to  drilling  cm  tbe  place  at  night.  I  was  told  by  some  of  my  neigh- 
bors that  they  were  there  ;  that  they  were  gathering  the  negroes  from  other  planta- 
tioL.s  and  were  drilling  at  night.  I  ordered  them  to  stop  it,  upon  the  principle  that 
(hey  had  no  right  to  be  mustering  upon  the  plantation  ;  that  when  they  got  r^dy  aod 
organized  companies  they  must  do  like  other  people  did ;  but  I  did  not  want  them  to 
be  organizing  into  a  miUtia  company  on  my  plantation,  and  I  determined  that  they 
^ihuuld  not  do  it.  They  stox)ped  it.  That  was  all  that  was  said.  I  greatly  prefer  the 
renting  system  and  get  along  very  well  with  it.  The  negrro  likes  it  better,  and  I  Uke 
it  better.    We  have  a  few  negroes  there  who  rent  considerable  farms. 

Question.  This  man  Taliaferro  speaks  of  the  negroes  in  your  county  being  very 
largely  in  the  minority,  and  he  says  that  a  very  large  migority  of  them  vote  tho 
republican  ticket.    I  r^ul  from  his  testimony  : 

"  Question.  How  many  colored  men  in  your  county  vote  the  democratic  ticket  f 

*'  Answer.  I  do  not  suppose  that  over  fifteen  or  twenty  voted  it  at  the  last  election. 

*'  Question.  Is  that  as  many  as  you  think  would  vote  tho  democratic  ticket  if  every 
man  was  at  liberty  to  vote  just  as  he  pleased  f 

''Attstrer.  Yes,  sir." 
What  do  yon  know  in  respect  to  that  matter  f 

Ansxcer.  I  am  unable  to  speak  positively  on  that  point.  My  opinion  b  that  a  larger 
number  of  negroes  will  hereafter  vote  the  democratic  ticket  than  have  ever  done  so 
before,  because  I  think  that  in  a  great  many  cases  they  are  becoming  very  thoroughly 
diHgusted  with  the  carpet-baggers— just  as  much  so  as  the  southern  white  men  in  many 
cHMfs.  I  believe  more  of  them  will  vote  the  democratic  ticket  than  have  ever  done  it 
before. 

Question.  Do  yon  know  whether  there  has  been  any  attempt  made  to  control  tbe 
negroes — I  mean  by  these  Leagues  ? 

An9U)er.  Not  that  I  know  of.  I  have  heard  some  negroes  say  that  they  were  afraid  to 
Join  the  democratic  party. 

Question.  Whom  were  they  afraid  oft 

Answer .  They  were  afraid  of  the  Loyal  Leagues.  They  felt,  that  they  were  compeUf^i 
to  go  as  the  League  said.  I  recollect  that  in  the  case  I  referred  to  some  of  the  negroes 
said,  '*  We  are  bound  to  go,'^  meaning  that  they  were  bound  to  go  to  these  meetings, 
&.C.  One  negro  whq  had  l>elonged  to  me  was  the  president  of  one  of  the  Loyal  Leagues. 
Tbey  turned  him  out,  I  believe.    He  collected  some  $500,  and  left. 

Que9tion.  Do  yon  think  anybody  in  your  county  would  believe  this  man  Taliaferro  on 
his  oaUi  f 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  do  not  think  there  is  a  man  in  the  countv  who  would  do  it.  Tliey 
might  have  done  it  previous  to  his  statements  here,  which  tliey  know  to  be  base  ]iet«. 
Ho  stood  very  low  in  our  county.  He  lived  for  a  whUe  with  an  old  cousin  of  his,  a  p]aDt4T. 
who  turned  him  off.  Then  he  went  to  work  for  a  man  on  the  plantation  that,  ^ 
apiiears  in  his  testimony,  he  claims  as  his  own.  Ho  worked  quite  industriously  that 
year. 

Question.  He  was  asked  whether  he  thought  it  wotdd  be  safe  for  him  to  go  back  to 
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bat  connty,  and  he  said,  "I  am  going  back :  I  Biippose  I  shall  run  some  risk ;  but  my 
ntcrests  lie  therej  and  I  am  going  bacK.''    Hius  he  gone  back  there  ? 

Anstcer,  No,  sir^  not  to  my  Knowledge;  and  I  do  not  think  he  is  going  back. 

Question.  He  was  asked  in  his  examination,  **  How  many  neorroes  have  you  on  your 
plantation  f  and  he  answered,  "  Forty-two,  I  believe,  all  told." 

^M*ifei\  Well,  I  think  there  were  eight  or  ten—certainly  not  over  twelve.  It  was  a 
very  small  place.  I  think  Squire  Wootten,  as  we  call  him,  who  was  the  man  who  em- 
ployed him,  worked  abont  eight  hands. 

Question,  There  were  eight  hands,  then,  besides  himself  T 

Answer.  Well,  eight  hands,  perhaps,  with  himself.  The  number  was  not  less  Than 
eight  and  not  exceeding  fifteen  altogether.  There  was  a  mixture  of  white  and  black. 
Occasionally  Wootten  would  employ  four  or  five  hands  for  a  few  days,  and  then  turn 
them  off;  but  he  had  eight  or  ten  regular  hands.  I  think  he  made  about  twenty-five 
bales  of  cotton— twenty  or  twenty-five;  and  this  fellow  Taliaferro  worked  for  a  share, 
just  like  the  negroes  did. 

Question,  I  read  again  fipom  Taliaferro^s  testimony,  page  241 : 

"  Question,  How  did  yon  happen  to  be  summoneil  to  Oxford  before  the  grand  jury  f 

"  Answer,  I  think  our  deputy  sheriff,  Colonel  Simeon  Orr,  or  Major  Whitfield,  of  Co- 
lumbus, had  me  summoned. 

"  Question,  Did  they  know  anything  in  regard  to  your  knowledge  of  the  operations  of 
this  order;  had  yon  communicated  vour  inlormation  to  them  f 

**  Answer,  I  had  spoken  to  Whitfield  about  it.    He  and  I  were  intimate.    He  wa^ 
summoned  to  Oxford  at  the  same  time  I  was,  or  just  ahead  of  me.'' 
Who  is  this  Whitfield  T 

Answer,  He  is  Mt^or  H.  B.  Whitfield,  who  has  been  summoned  before  this  committee, 
and  is  now  in  this  city.  He  is  from  the  county  of  Lowndes,  and  is  a  son  of  old  Kx- 
Govemor  Whitfield,  of  Mississippi.  He  is  a  very  clever,  respectable  gentleman.  Hi« 
was  once  my  partner  in  business,  and  is  now  my  personal  friend. 

Question,  Do  yon  think  that  M^or  Whitfield  is  ultimate  with  this  man  Taliaferro  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir;  lam  satisfied  he  is  not.  He  may  possibly  have  met  him  in  the 
streets  of  Oxford  on  that  occasion,  but  he  does  not  know  him.  I  think.  In  fact,  last 
night  I  was  speaking  to  Mi^or  Whitfield  of  Taliaferro^s  having  been  here,  and  he  said 
he  had  mot  him  once.  In  what  you  have  just  read,  Taliaferro  says  that  Colonel  Sim- 
eon Orr  had  him  summoned  before  the  grand  jury.  I  know  that  is  untrue.  I  am  con- 
fident he  was  summoned  through  the  parties  who  have  made  those  arrests ;  that  he 
went  voluntarily  to  report  at  Jackson.  His  purpose,  I  believe,  was  to  see  if  ho  could 
not  make  money  out  of  this  matter.    He  was  m  Oxford  in  disgiiise. 

Question,  He  gives  the  names  of  members  of  the  organization  in  his  immediate  neigh- 
borhood, which  is  also  your  neighborhood.  The  captain,  he  says,  is  Charles  M.  Doss. 
Do  you  know  Mr.  Doss  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir,  I  know  him  very  well. 

Question.  Do  you  believe  that  statement  of  Taliaferro  is  true  f 

Answer.  No^  sir,  I  do  not  believe  that  statement.  Charles  M.  Doss  is  a  planter.  He 
is  rather  a  wild  man ;  I  mean  by  that  that  he  sometimes  gets  on  a  frolic ;  but  he  is 
esteemed  a  good  and  law-abiding  citizen.  I  see  Mr.  Doss  very  often.  He  has  never 
hinted  or  intimated  to  me  that  ne  belongs  to  any  band.  I  think  he  would  have  no 
apprehension  in  mentioning  such  a  circumstance  to  me. 

Question,  Taliaferro  says  that  the  first  lieutenant  was  Benjamin  Walker. 

Answer.  1  know  him.  He  is  a  hard-working  farmer  upon  a  small  scale.  I  know  that 
he  seems  to  get  along  remarkably  friendly  with  the  neCToes. 

Question,  He  says,  "  The  second  lieutenant  is  Glower  Triplet." 

Answer.  I  suppose  that  is  intended  to  refer  to  Glover  Triplet.  I  do  not  know  him. 
He  is  a  pretty  wealthy  rhan— a  hard-working  old  planter  in  that  country— a  close-fisted, 
stingy  old  fellow ;  and  I  do  not  believe  he  would  belong  to  such  a  baud,  because  I  do 
not  believe  he  would  spend  money  enough  to  buy  a  disguise.  He  is  the  most  parbimo- 
nious  man  I  know. 

QitesHon.  Taliaferro  gives  the  names  of  a  number  of  members  of  this  organization. 
He  mentions  William  Doss. 

Answer.  He  is  a  brother  of  Charles. 

Question.  He  mentions — 

"William  Doss;  his  son,  John  Doss ;  his  brother,  James  Doss;  Jasper  Feathers  ton, 
Britton  Moore,  Joseph  Huiiter,  Daniel  Holbrooks,  John  and  Joe  McMorris,  William  P. 
Stovall,  Cornelius  Foster,  Van  Hinton,  Sam  Magee,  George  Jones,  Janes  Burch,  Scott 
Williams,  Taylor  Williams,  Max  Williams,  Thomas  Cockerell,  Dent  Cockerell,  George 
Kirby,  John  Williams.    There  are  others.    Do  you  wish  me  to  proceed  f 

"  Question.  Yes,  sir. 

** Answer,  William  Morton,  Doctor  Featherston,  Neil  Featherston,  John  Wootten ,  Frank 
Glass,  DeWitt  Farmer,  Mr.  Lucian  Wilbanks.    There  are  two  gentlemen  who  formerly 
belonged  to  the  order,  but  have  withdrawn ;  they  are  Frank  Harper  and  William  A. 
May.'^ 
Then  he  goes  on  with  another  long  list  ,  . 
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Atmcer,  I  know  most  of  tbose;  se\'eral  of  those  named  I  do  not  know;  they  itsidfl 
right  on  the  edge  of  Winston:  they  are  rather  ohscnre  men — small  farmers,  some  of 
them.  I  know  William  Stovalt  and  I  wo'uld  almost  be  willing  to  swear  as  a  positive 
fact  that  he  does  not  belong  to  any  such  order,  for  he  is  a  merchant  and  is  very  pomi- 
lar  with  the  negroes ;  he  is  renting  a  large  amount  of  land  to  the  negroes,  or  rather  nis 
father  is,  and  he  is  his  father's  partner.  They  do  a  large  trade  with  the  negroes  on 
the  various  plantations  around  tnem.  I  know  that  he  has  the  confidence  of  tmit  clis^ 
of  people.    Does  Taliaferro  mention  another  lot  f 

fjnesti&n.  Yes,  sir.  He  says :  *^  1  would  name  Madison  Brooks,  Harding  Brooks,  Wil- 
Jiaui  Helm,  Jehu  Kirksey,  Cicero  Kirkbcy,  William  McMorris,  the  father  of  the  two 
boys  1  have  named;  William  B.  Jones,  Richard  Edwards,  Thomas  Cook,  Kufu^ 
Fanner." 

Anstcer,  Madison  Brooks  is  a  brother-in-law  of  mine,  a  man  fifty-six  years  of  age, 
who  lives  a  hundred  mUes  from,  there.  He  has  not  been  in  that  county  but  once  in 
twelve  months.  He  is  a  large  manufacturer,  owning  a  very  lai^  cotton  miU  at  Enter- 
pri.se,  MiHsissippi.  Since  1867  he  has  not  resided  in  Noxubee,  and  has  not  been  in  the 
coiinty  except  at  court,  and  once  about,  eighteen  mouths  or  two  years  ago,  when  he 
was  at  my  house.  He  merely  dined  with  me  one  day.  8o  that  the  statement  is  nntroe, 
ho  far  as  he  is  concerned.  Rufus  Farmer  I  do  not  know ;  I  know  DeWitt  Fanner,  and 
I  know  Frank  Glass. 

Queatian.  I  read  again  from  the  evidence  of  Taliaferro : 

**  Question,  Were  wose  men  in  the  company  you  spoke  of  that  went  to  kill  Roger  f 

"  Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

''  Question,  All  of  them  f 

^*  Answer,  I  do  not  know  that  all  were  present  when  they  went  to  kill  Roger;  some, 

think,  were  not  there. 

*^  Question.  Was  the  captain  there? 

"  Anstcer.  Yes,  sir. 

"  QuistUm,  The  two  lieutenants  ? 

^*  Ansvcer.  Only  one  of  the  two  lieutenants ;  the  regular  lieutenant,  Triplet,  was  not 
there ;  he  lived  in  the  ias  part  of  the  county ;  Cockerell  was  acting  as  fii^  lievtenant 
that  night.'' 

Ansicer.  I  do  not  believe  a  word  of  that. 

Question,  In  another  part  of  his  testimony  I  find  the  following : 

*'  Question,  You  say  that  old  meu  are  oilen  invited  to  attend  the  meetings  of  the 
order.  Is  it  or  is  it  not  the  fiact  that  the  politics  of  these  men  as  democrats  has  some- 
thing to  do  with  their  being  invited  f 

*'  Answer,  Of  course  it  has.'' 
Did  yon  hear  of  anything  of  that  kind  f 

Answer,  I  never  have.  I  know  that  there  are  a  good  many  of  those  youns  men  there 
that  I  associate  with.  Some  of  them  are  my  neighbors.  They  conns^  with  ms 
about  a  good  many  laatters;  I  am  looked  upon  as  one  of  the  "old  men"  of  that 
ueighborhoo<l— at  least  one  of  the  quiet  men  of  the  neighborhood ;  and  I  am  a  demo- 
crar.  If  any  persons  had  been  invited  to  those  meetings,  I  think  it  more  than  proha* 
ble  that  I  would  have  been. 

Qaesiion.  Esjiecially  if  democracy  would  get  yon  the  invitation  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  if  it  was  democracy  that  got  the  invitation,  I  am  satisfied  that  I 
would  get  it.  I  have  been  solicited  by  a  good  many  of  those  very  partiea — I  recollect 
Do-r^s  in  particular — to  become  the  candidate  in  the  county  for  the  legislature ;  and  I 
declined  it.  I  merely  mention  that  to  show  that  they  would  have  approached  me  in 
regard  to  this  matter  if  it  was  a  question  of  politics.  I  believe  that  the  sum-total 
of  Ku-Klnxism  is  this :  That  sometimes  there  have  been,  not  organized,  but  dii»- 
guised  men  going  to  places  to  correct  what  they  conceived  to  be  wrongs  aud 
errors  in  the  administration  of  neigh lx>rhood  afiairs,  as  I  stated  in  reference  to 
thirt  Brookshire  case,  and  the  Hiiiton  case.  Sometimes  such  cases  arise  from  per- 
sonal causes.  I  heard  of  a  negio  Ixring  killed  in  a  county  where  it  was  stated  there 
were  Ku-Klux.  Afterwaixl  the  parties  were  taken  np ;  and  it  was  found  that  then* 
was  a  man  who  wanted  another  uian'8  wife,  and  lie  went  in  disguise  to  carry  out  hi<» 
piiriKtse.  I  believe  that  a  great  many  wrongs  are  perx>etrated  under  the  name  of  Kn- 
kluxism  by  various  parties  who  are  merely  carrying  out  their  malicious  purposes. 

Question,  I  will  read  another  extract  from  Taliaferro's  testimonv: 

"  Question,  What  is  the  fact  as  to  negro  schools  in  that  county  f 

"  Answer,  Well,  we  are  just  about  to  introduce  tliem  now— firec  schools. 

*^  Que9tion,  You  have  had  no  free  schools  for  negroes  f 

"  Answer,  No^  sir. 

"  Question.  Have  you  ha<l  any  free  schools  for  anybody  T 

*'  Answer.  We  have  had  no  free  schools  at  all  until  the  last  legislature  passed  a  bill  to 
that  eifect.  There  has  been  a  white  school  opened  at  Brooksvule,  and  there  wiU  he  a 
negro  school  opened  in  my  neighborhood  in  a  very  short  time.'' 
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What  do  you  say  as  to  the  statement  th»k  there  have  been  no  free  schools  in  your 
connty  for  negroes  f 

Answer,  We  have  had  free  schools.  Ever  sinoe  the  passage  of  that  bill  they  have 
been  in  operation.  There  are  free  schools  all  over  the  entire  ooonty.  There  is  a  large 
free  school  near  Brooksville.  There  are  four  or  five  negro  teachers  in  the  county.  1 
think  we  have  not  less  than  from  thirty  to  forty  teachers  in  the  connty^  teaching  free 
schools — negro  schools. 

Question,  rerhaps  he  was  speaking  of  the  time  before  he  had  lefb  the  county,  some 
five  months  ago  T 

Anatcer,  That  was  previous  to  the  passage  of  the  bill.  That  bill  was  not  put  in  force 
until  this  year,  but  there  were  schools  on  every  one  of  the  large  plantations  previous 
to  that ;  a  large  malority  at  least  of  the  plantations. 

QuesUon,  Bo  you  know  a  man  by  the  name  of  Chisolm  f 

Answer.  I  do  not ;  I  think  I  have  heard  of  him ;  he  lives  at  De  Kalb,  in  Kemper 
County. 

Question.  What  is  his  character  f 
^  Answer.  ]IVeU,  all  J.  know  of  him  is  that  he  has  made  himself  down  there  a  very 
obnoxious  ofiQcer  by  his  o£Qcious  and  boisterous  manner  of  conducting  the  affairs  of 
his  office,  as  well  as  his  partiality,  using  all  the  severity  he  could  toward  the  people 
of  his  county.  That  is  about  the  character  I  have  heard  of  him.  I  have  never  visited 
Kemper  County. 

By  the  Chairscan,  (Mr.  Pool  :) 

Qu^estUm,  In  what  county  do  you  reside  f 

Answer.  In  the  county  of  Noxubee. 

Question.  Are  you  thoroughly  acquainted  with  the  different  parts  of  that  county  f 

Answer,  I  am  generally  very  well  acquainted  throughout  that  county. 

Question.  Have  yon  any  acquaintance  with  the  county  of  Lowndes  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  resided  in  Lowndes.  I  was  a  merchant  in  the  city  of  Columbus 
for  twdve  years. 

Question.  Are  you  acquainted  in  the  county  of  Monroe  f 

Answer,  I  know  a  great  many  people  in  that  county,  and  I  may  say  that  I  am  pretty 
familiar  with  the  transactions  in  that  county.  Though  there  are  a  great  many  citizens 
whom  I  do  not  know,  I  may  say  that  X  am  very  well  acquainted  in  Monroe.  * 

Question,  Are  you  acquainted  in  the  county  of  Winston  f 

Answer,  I  know  a  good  many  persons  in  Winston. 

Question,  Do  you  frequently  see  them  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  our  county  town,  Macon,  is  one  of  their  places  of  trade. 

Question.  You  are  a  merchant  in  that  town  t 

Answer,  No,  sir,  I  am  not ;  but  I  see  them  there.  I  have  an  office  there  in  connection 
with  the  insurance  business,  and  I  see  them  very  frequently  when  I  am  at  home. 

(Question,  Are  you  acquainted  in  the  county  of  Oktibbeha  f 

Ansu!er.  Yes,  sir ;  I  know  a  great  many  people  in  Oktibbeha. 

Question,  Are  you  acquainted  in  Choctaw  County  7 

Answer,  Not  much  in  Choctaw. 

Queetion.  In  the  other  counties  I  have  named  are  you  well  acquainted  with  the  peo- 
ple, and  with  what  has  been  going  on  there  for  the  last  six  or  eight  months  f 

Anstcer,  I  do  not  know  much  of  what  has  been  going  on  in  Oktibbeha  during  the 
last  six  or  eight  months.  I  know  something  of  what  has  been  going  on  generally  in 
the  other  counties. 

Question,  Have  you  been  in  those  other  counties  within  six  months  f 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  I  have  not  been  in  Monroe  County  in  two  years.  I  have  had  very 
little  association  with  Monroe  for  the  past  two  years,  except  meeting  lawyers  and  other 
persons  from  that  connty. 

Question.  Could  any  very  disorderly  state  of  affairs  exist  there  without  your  know- 
ing or  hearing  sometning  about  it  f 

Ansicer,  Well,  I  may  have  heard  of  it  at  the  time  the  things  happened.  I  heard  of 
the  difficulty  about  Mr.  Hnggins. 

Question.  Tho  question  I  asked  was  whether  any  very  disorderly  state  of  affiiirs 
could  have  existed  in  any  of  those  counties  within  the  last  six  or  eight  months  with- 
out your  having  heard  something  about  it  t 

Answer.  I  suppose  not. 

Question.  This  Mr.  Whitfield,  of  whom  yon  spoke,  is  named  H.  B.  Whitfield  r 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  Henry  B.  Whitfield. 

Question.  Is  he  a  man  of  good  character? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  He  is  a  son  of  an  ex-govomor  of  your  State  f 

Ansufer.  He  is  the  son  of  old  Governor  Whitfield. 

Question.  Is  he  a  lawyer  T 

Answer,  He  was  a  lawyer  j  he  is  now  mayor  of  Columbus.  He  is  not  practicing  law ; 
he  has  not  done  so  siuce  the  war;  he  has  been  a  justice  of  the  peace. 
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QuesUan.  Will  any  Blatements  which  he  may  make  to  this  committee  be  such  as  may 
be  entirely  relied  upon  T 

Answer,  I  shoold  think  so ;  I  woald  believe  anything  he  would  tell  me. 

Question,  Have  you  had  as  fair  an  opportunity  of  knowing  the  condition  of  things  in 
those  counties  I  have  named  as  he  has  T 

Answer,  Well,  I  do  not  know.  He  lias  been  mixing  more  with  a  certain  class  of  peo- 
ple than  I  have.  He  may  have  found  out  a  good  many  little  items  of  knowied^  in 
reference  to  neighborhood  matters,  which  would  not  have  reached  me.  He  has  been 
magistrate  of  his  county.  He  was  a  candidate  for  the  legislature  on  the  democntic 
ticket  in  1869.    I  think  his  opportunities  of  knowledge  would  be  greater  than  mine. 

Question,  Does  he  reside  in  your  county  f 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  he  resides  in  Lowndes  county.  He  was  a  candidate  for  the  legiaU- 
tnre  again  last  year  on  the  republican  ticket. 

Question,  In  tibe  county  of  Lowndes  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  and  he  was  defeated.  He  was  then  made  a  justice  of  the  peace. 
He  has  since  been  appointed  by  Grovemor  Alcorn  mayor  of  the  city  of  Columboa. 

Qitestion,  Would  he  have  any  more  knowledge  of  affairs  in  yoi^r  county  of  Noxabee 
than  you  have  f 

Answer,  I  should  suppose  not.  I  am  quite  sure  he  has  not  been  in  Noxubee  within 
twelve  months.  I  think  he  was  there  about  twelve  months  ago  visiting  me.  He  spent 
a  day  with  me.    Our  families  are  intimate  and  visit  each  other. 

Question,  You  say  you  do  not  believe  that  any  body  of  Ku-Klux  exists  in  any  of  the 
counties  I  have  named  f 

Answer,  I  do  nbt  believe  that,  as  an  organized  system,  there  is  any  body  of  Ka-KIiix 
in  those  counties  or  in  the  State.  As  I  stated,  I  believe  that  occasionally  there  have 
been  disguised  bodies  of  men  in  various  neighborhoods  to  correct  wrongs  such  as  I  have 
mentioned. 

Question,  You  think  there  is  no  organization  among  them  t 

Ansioer,  1  think  there  is  no  organization  among  them  as  a  system  of  Ku-Klnx ;  I  mean, 
as  Taliaferro  describes  it,  operating  from  one  county  to  another,  sending  for  oDe  an- 
other, and  all  that.  I  have  neard  at  various  times  of  disguised  bands ;  I  have  heaid  of 
them,  for  instance,  near  the  Alabama  line ;  on  two  or  three  occasions  I  think  I  have 
heard  of  some  coming  over  the  line  ;  as  to  when  or  where  I  cannot  tell  you ;  bat  I  am 
Biitisfied  that  there  is  no  organized  body  of  Ku-Klux  in  the  State  of  Mississippi  nnlefis 
I  am  more  deceived  than  I  ever  was  in  anything  in  my  life. 

Question.  What  do  you  mean  by  Ku-Klux  f 

Answer,  As  I  understand  these  matters,  I  would  define  Ku-Klux  as  a  body  of  dis- 
guised men  going  through  the  country  peipetrating  wrongs  and  violating  the  rights  of 
persons. 

Question.  Tou  mean  organized  f 

Answer.  Organized. 

Question,  A  society  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  a  society  of  men — an  organized  body  of  men  who  disguise  them- 
selves and  act  under  orders  of  captains,  lieutenants,  &c.  That  is  what  I  understand 
is  meant  by  Ku-Klux. 

Question,  And  with  that  definition,  you  think  there  are  none  in  Mississippi  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir.  At  the  same  time  I  do  believe  there  have  been  little  neighborhood 
matters  arising  on  the  spur  of  the  moment  to  affect  some  parties  that  were  then  had  in 
view. 

Question,  You  mean  cases  where  a  few  men  casually  got  together  for  a  specific  pnr- 
posef 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  that  is  what  I  believe  constitutes  Ku-IQuxism,  so  far  as  it  exists. 
That  is  not  what  I  understand  to  be  the  definition  of  Ku-Kluxism,  but  I  believe  it  is 
all  of  Ku-Kluxism  there  is. 

Question,  And  you  believe  that  just  as  soon  as  the  particular  purpose,  whatever  it  is, 
is  accomplished,  there  is  no  more  concert  between  those  men  f 

Anstver.  That  is  my  opinion. 

Question.  And  you  think  there  is  nothing  of  the  sort  in  the  State  of  Mississippi  f 

Answer,  I  do. 

Question,  You  were  asked  in  your  examtnation-in-chief  to  state  whether  there  had 
been  any  operations  of  the  Ku-Klux  in  your  neighborhood  or  around  there,  and  70a 
spoke  of  some  colored  persons  who  went  masked  to  a  meeting  of  a  church  f 

Anstcer.  That  was  in  the  town  of  Macon. 

Question,  In  your  county  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Was  it  at  night  f 

Answer.  It  was  at  night.  The  negroes  held  a  fair  for  some  church  purpose,  and  thm 
or  four  negroes  went  there  in  disguise.  Some  of  the  attendants  rushed  up  to  them  and 
were  going  to  drive  them  out,  when  these  parties  pulled  off  their  masks.  They  toned 
out  to  be  negroes  belonging  to  the  town,  wno  doubtless  went  tiiere  withoat  anyeffena- 
sive  purpose. 
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Question,  Was  that  anythiiiff  more  than  a  mere  piece  oQ>laj  f 

Aimeer.  I  presume  not.    They  said  they  were  playing  Kn-Klnx.    They  were,  how- 
ever, arrested  by  the  orders'of  some  of  the  older  brethren  of  the  chorch. 

Que9Hon,  It  was  not  a  religious  meeting  that  they  were  disturbing ;  it  was  a  &ir  f 
Angioer,  There  was  no  disturbance  of  church  worship ;  it  was  a  fair. 
QuesHon,  Tou  said  you  had  no  personal  knowledge  of  any  disturbance  in  your  town 
of  that  nature  except  that  f 
Answer.  That  is  the  only  thing. 
QitesUon,  You  had  do  personal  knowledge  of  that  f 

Answer.  No,  sir,  I  had  no  personal  knowledge  of  it.    I  spoke  of  what  I  knew  from 
parties  who  saw  what  was  going  on. 
Question.  You  mean  parties  who  told  you  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  for,  as  I  stated,  I  never  saw  a  disguised  person. 
QuestUm.  You  had  no  personal  knowledge,  in  the  correct  sense,  of  that  affair  f 
Answer.  No,  sir.  I  was  not  an  eye-witness  of  it. 

Question.  You  did  not  consider  that  a  Ku-Elux  operation  according  to  your  definition 
ofKu-KluxT 

Answer.  By  no  means ;  but  I  think  a  great  many  other  occurrences  of  about  the  same 
character  have  been  magnified  into  Ku-Klnx  outrages. 
Question,  When  did  that  incident  occur  t 

Answer.  Last  fall ;  as  to  the  date  I  cannot  tell  it  precisely,  but  it  occurred  before  the 
session  of  the  legislature ;  I  remember  that  very  well. 
Question.  Does  the  legislature  commence  its  session  in  November  T 
Answer.  No,  sir;  it  commenced  its  session,  I  think,  in  December.    I  believe  the  1st 
of  January  is  the  regular  time,  but  I  think  they  had  a  called  meeting  on  the  1st  of 
December. 

Questran.  The  next  case  you  mentioned  was  where  some  parties  went  to  wait  upon  a 
constable  who  had  suffered  a  negro  to  escape  or  be  taken  from  him  a  night  or  two 
before.    Were  they  in  disfpiise  f 
Anstber.  They  were  not  m  disguise. 

Question.  You  would  net  consider  that  a  Ku-Klux  operation  f 

Answer.  No :  it  was  only  a  violation  of  law.    I  do  not  pretend  to  say  that  those 
negroes  were  Kii-Klux ;  but  they  went  there  to  arrest  the  sheriff  and  they  shot  at  him. 
Question,  That  affair  had  no  connection  whatever  with  the  Ku-Klux  T 
Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  The  third  case  you  mentioned  was  the  case  of  T.  N.  Brookshire.    Nothing 
occurred  in  that  caae  except  that  the  man  was  threatened  f 
Answer.  Nothing  in  the  world. 
Question.  And  that  was  by  a  band  t>f  disguised  men  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sit.    They  threatened  him,  and  told  him  he  must  desist  from  doing  that 
which  they  considered  improper.    He  promised  to  do  so.    He  is  living  there  yet,  or  he 
was  the  last  time  I  heard  from  him. 
Question,  He  was  accused  of  taking  stolen  prqperty  from  negroes  f 
Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  But  nothing  was  done  to  him,  except  that  he  received  a  bare  threat  f 
Answer.  There  was  nothing  but  a  bare  threat.    The  neffro  who  brought  up  the  basket 
of  cotton  at  the  time  the  men  were  there  was  not  intenered  with. 

Question.  Those  were  the  three  cases  that  vou  referred  to  in  answer  to  a  direct  ques- 
tion as  to  your  personal  knowledge  in  regard  to  Ku-Klux  operations  f 
Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Had  you  any  personal  knowledge  of  this  visit  of  tbe  negroes  to  the  con- 
stable? 

Answer.  I  had  no  personal  knowledge  of  the  fact,  except  that  I  have  seen  the  negroes 
since  they  were  arrested. 
Queition.  You  do  not  know  whether  they  went  to  the  constable's  or  not  T 
Answer,  I  think  I  do  know  that  they  went,  if  this  is  sufficient  evidence  of  the  fact: 
they  were  tried  before  a  magistrate  and  convicted  of  having  gone  there ;  and  they 
were  put  in  chains  and  brought  to  the  court-house  to  be  tried  before  the  circuit  court. 
The  proof  wa«  made  before  the  magistrate. 
Question.  You  did  not  hear  the  evidence  f 
Answer,  No,  sir. 

Question.  Then  vou  have  no  personal  knowledge  of  the  facts  T 
Answer.  I  only  know  tliat  it  is  a  fact,  though  I  was  not  present. 
Question.  You  mean  that  it  was  a  fact  if  the  witnesses  testifying  to  it  told  the  truth  f 
Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  But  vou  do  not  know  the  fact  of  your  own  personal  knowledge?  You  could 
not  testify  to  it  f 

Answer.  I  could  not  swear  that  any  particular  negro  was  there,  because  I  was  not 
there  myself. 

Question.  Could  you  swear  of  your  own  personal  knowledge  that  such  an  occurrence 
took  place? 
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An^cer.  Well,  I  think  I  conld  upon  the  aaxne  principle  thftt  I  conld  swear  that  there 
lived  such  a  man  as  Mr.  Lincoln ;  I  conld  swear  it  upon  the  evidence  of  othen.  I 
know  that  this  fact  did  occar,  or  else  these  parties  would  not  have  been  arrested. 

Question,  You  think  that  the  bare  fact  of  their  arrest  is  proof  positive  that  the  truis- 
action  did  take  place  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir;  their  being  arrested  and  convicted  before  the  magistrate  and  bound 
over  to  appear  at  court. 

Question,  They  have  not  been  tried — only  held  to  appear  f 

Anstcer.  You  see  we  have  a  magistrate's  court,  before  which  the  witnesses  wrre 
examined  to  see  whether  these  parties  should  be  committed.  There  were  thirty  or 
forty,  or  perhaps  fifty,  brought  up,  and  they  convicted,  I  think,  eighteen. 

Question*  That  was  not  a  trial,  but  an  investigation ;  they  were  held  to  be  tried  a; 
court  T 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  they  are  to  be  tried  at  court. 

Question.  Has  any  bill  of  indictment  been  found  against  them  in  the  courts  f 

Answer.  Well,  the  court  is  now  in  session ;  I  cannot  say  whether  a  bill  of  indictment 
has  been  found,  because  it  may  have  occurred  since  I  left  home. 

Question.  You  think  that  the  fact  that  these  men  were  arrested,  examined  before  a 
magistrate,  and  held  to  appear  at  court  is  proof  positive  that  the  transaction  did  take 
place? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  And  I  do  know  that  Bridges  ran  away.  I  did  not  see  him  run- 
ning ;  but  I  know  he  has  left  home. 

(^estion.  Bridges  was  the  constable  f 

Anewer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  There  have  been  some  fifteen  or  twenty  parties  arrested  around  there  for 
being  engaged  in  Ku-Klux  outrages,  murders,  &c. ;  they,  too,  have  been  held  for  thtsr 
appearance  at  court  f 

AnstDer.  I  do  not  think  any  have  been  arrested  from  that  portion  of  the  county. 

Question.  Well,  from  somewhere  else  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.    I  do  know  that  they  have  been  arrested. 

Question.  And  you  know  they  were  bound  over  to  appear  at  court  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Qtiestion.  Do  you  not  know  that  bills  of  indictment  were  found  against  them  T 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  bills  were  found  at  the  court  at  Oxford ;  and  the  parties  have  beeo 
bound  over. 

Question.  Is  that  proof  positive  that  the  crimes  with  which  they  are  charged  were 
committed  f 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  do  not  think  it  is  proof  positive  that  they  committed  the  crimea 
charged;  but  it  is  proof  positive  of  the  fact  that  there  was  testimony  against  them, 
and  that  they  were  arrested.  I  do  not  mean  to  say  any  one  of  those  negroes  shot  at 
Bridges  or  anything  of  that  sort.  But  from  the  fact  of  their  being  arrested  and  held 
by  the  magistrate,  he  must  have  had  proof  that  they  were  there.  And  I  suppose  that 
parties  have  proof  that  these  men  indicted  at  Oxford  are  Ku-Klux,  or  they  think  tbej 
have.  The  men  are  bound  over  to  berried  hereafter.  I  do  not  think  there  have  been 
any  arrests  of  Ku-Klux  in  that  particular  section. 

Question.  Does  it  require  any  more  proof  against  your  citizens  than  citizens  anywhere 
else? 

Answer.  Not  at  all ;  the  same  law  tries  all. 

Question.  I  observed  that  you  started  out  by  stating  the  three  cases  I  have  referred 
to— that  of  the  two  or  three  colored  men  who  went  to  the. fair  with  disguises  on  their 
faces,  and  who,  when  approached,  took  off  their  masks ;  the  case  of  the  negroes  aodthu 
constable ;  and  the  case  where  Mr.  Brookshire  was  threatened.  Did  you  ever  hear  of 
the  killing  of  a  man  named  Dick  Malone  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  mentioned  that  case,  I  think. 

Question.  You  may  have  done  so  afterward. 

Anstcer.  I  never  had  heard  of  that  until  Mr.  Whitfield  told  me  of  it  since  I  have  been 
here.  That  brought  the  matter  to  my  mind.  It  occurred  about  eight  months  ago.  It 
had  escaped  my  attention  when  I  first  spoke. 

Question.  How  far  from  you  was  Dick  Malone  killed  ? 

Answer.  About  eight  miles.  At  that  time  I  was  absent  from  home,  I  w^as  not  then* 
durins  the  month  of  November.  Mr.  Whitfield  was  trying  to  bring  the  matter  to  my 
mind  last  night.  I  told  him  I  was  absent  at  that  tiine.  I  know  nothing  of  the  cir- 
cumstances.   I  heard  that  Malone  was  killed. 

Question.  Did  yon  hear  that  it  was  done  by  a  band  of  disguised  man  at  night  t 

Answer.  That  was  what  Mr.  Whitfield  told  me  yesterday.  I  had  forgotten  the  cir- 
oumstances. 

Question.  Had  you  not  heard  of  it  before  you  heard  it  fh>m  Mr  Whitfield  T 

Answer.  Since  I  have  been  reminded  of  it,  I  recollect  that  I  had  heard  it ;  and  I  men- 
tioned having  heard  it. 

Question.  Did  yon  not  hear  of  it  as  bein^  done  by  a  band  of  disgrdsed  men  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  say  that  I  heard  of  it  in  that  way. 
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QuettUm,  When  did  it  occur? 

Anttoer,  Last  November,  so  far  as  I  know.    I  was  absent  from  home  at  the  time. 

Question.  That  incident  of  the  masked  negroes  going  to  the  colored  fair  was  also  last 
November,  was  it  not  f 

Answer.  Well,  it  was  during  the  &11 ;  I  cannot  name  the  month. 

QuetMon,  How  is  it  that  the  little  incident  of  a  few  masked  men  or  boys  going  to  a 
fair  impressed  your  mind  so  strongly,  while  you  had  forgotten  the  ciroumstsmce  of  the 
murder  of  a  man  by  men  in  disguise  f 

Answer,  I  wiU  tell  you  how  the  incident  of  those  masked  negroes  came  to  impress  my 
mind  so  stroufflv.  I  happened  to  be  in  town  the  next  day,  and  they  were  at  that  time 
talking  a  good  deal  in  the  legislature  about  Ku-Klux,  and  this  thing  was  brought  up. 
I  do  not  know  that  I  would  have  remembered  it  but  lor  the  fact  that  I  happened  to  be 
at  Bfacon  at  the  time.  I  know  that  vi^  the  legislature  they  were  spe^Udng  of  Ku-Elnx, 
and  this  matter  was  brouffht  up  by  a  member  in  debate.  He  said,  jocularly,  to  old 
man  Steward,  that  his  son  had  been  a  Ku-Klux.  Old  man  Steward  was  very  violent  on 
the  Kn-Klnx. 

Quevtion.  Is  the  murder  of  colored  men  by  persons  in  disguise  so  common,  or 
esteemed  so  light  a  thing  in  your  community,  that  such  a  murder,  within  eight  miles 
of  yon,  escapes  your  recollection  so  quickly  f 

Answer,  Well,  I  must  confess  that  I  do  not  recollect  anything  about  it.  Such  affairs 
are  not  very  common ;  but  I  was  absent  at  the  time  it  occurred. 

Qiieiliem.  Does  the  murder  of  a  man  in  your  oommunity  make  a  decided  impression  on 
the  minds  of  the  people,  or  are  such  things  so  common  that  they  do  not  make  much 
impression  f 

Answer,  No,  sir,  murders  do  not  very  often  occur.  I  have  heard  of  negroes  being 
killed,  and  I  have  heard  of  white  persons  being  killed,  without  knowing  the  circum- 
stances of  the  matter. 

QwstUm,  Did  yon  hear  of  Isham  Lowry  being  whipped  f 

Answer,  I  do  not  remember  any  such  case ;  it  may  have  occurred,  but  I  do  not  know 
anything  about  it. 

QuesMMi.  Do  you  recollect  hearing  that  a  colored  man  was  whipped  the  same  night 
that  Dick  Malone  was  killed,  and  at  the  same  house  f 

Answer,  No;  I  do  not,  except  from  what  Mr.  Whitfield  stated  to  me  last  evening. 
That  was  the  first  information  I  had  of  it.  Indeed,  I  had  forgotten  all  about  the 
Malone  case  untU  he  mentioned  it  to  me.  Then  I  remembered  such  a  fiact  having 
occurred. 

QuesH^n,  Did  he  state  to  you  that  Isham  Lowry  was  attacked  at  the  same  house  and 
whipped,  and  that  Malone  ran  out  into  the  crowd  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  Mr.  Whitfield  was  detailing  the  circumstances  last  evening.  He 
said  that  the  reason  he  was  familiar  with  the  racts  was,  that  the  case  happenea  on  a 
plantation  belonging  to  an  aunt  of  his. 

QuMt/Um,  It  was  within  eight  miles  of  you,  however  t 

Answer,  Tes,  sir,  about  ei^t  or  nine  miles. 

QvtesiUm,  Yon  heard  nothing  of  this  band  of  men  being  engaged  in  whipping  Lowry 
at  the  time  Malone  went  out  T 

Answer,  No ;  I  did  not  until  ^r.  Whitfield  mentioned  it  to  me  last  liight.  If  I  had 
heard  it  I  had  forgotten  it.    I  do  not  think  I  heard  it. 

QuesUon,  Did  you  ever  hear  of  the  whipping  of  a  man  named  Harston,  on  Qeorge 
Harston's  place,  near  the  line  between  Noxubee  and  Lowndes  f 

Answer,  I  recollect  something  about  that ;  that  some  man  was  whipped  there.  That, 
I  think,  happened  in  the  county  of  Lowndes.  I  do  not  remember  any  of  the  circum- 
stances, and  I  do  not  remember  whether  it  was  said  to  have  been  done  by  disguised 
men  or  not.  I  recollect  hearing  something  said  about  some  parties  going  there  to  see 
Mr.  Harston  in  reference  to  some  matter — I  forget  now  what  it  was.  I  really  do  not 
remember  anything  about  that  case. 

Qitestion,  How  far  do  you  live  from  Cooksville? 

Answer,  Thirty  miles.    I  never  have  been  to  Cooksville. 

Question,  Have  yon  ever  heard  of  two  or  three  men  being  killed  in  the  neighbor- 
hood of  Cooksville  f 

Answer,  I  do  not  recollect.  If  they  were  killed,  I  have  no  doubt  I  heard  of  it  at  the 
time. 

Question,  Have  you  heard  of  two  or  more  men  being  killed  in  the  neighborhood  of 
Cooksville  by  bands  of  men  in  disguise  within  the  last  year  t 

Answer.  I  do  not  remember. 

Question,  You  do  not  remember  to  have  heard  of  it  at  all  f 

Answer.  No^  sir. 

QuesHon.  How  long  ago  do  you  think  you  may  have  heard  of  the  whipping  of  the 
man  on  George  Harstoirs  place  f 

Answer.  I  think  it  was  last  fall  that  I  heard  some  parties  went  there  and  whipped 
some  negro.    I  do  not  even  know  the  name  of  the  negro.  ^ 
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Question.  There  is  a  place  in  yoar  connty  called  Sugar  Lock,  is  there  not  f 

AMiver.  Yes,  sir ;  it  is  a  depot  on  the  Mobile  and  Ohio  Railroad. 

Quesiion.  How  far  is  that  from  you  f 

Answer.  Twenty-odd  miles. 

Qu€»tion.  Are  yon  acquainted  with  people  in  that  locality  T 

Ansicer.  I  know  some  of  them.  I  have  been  to  Sngar  Lock  twice  in  twelve  monthi. 
I  was  there  not  long  ago. 

QueBiUm,  You  occasionally  see  people  from  that  locality  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  I  very  frequently  see  persons  from  that  locality  at  Macon,  the 
county  seat. 

Qu^tion,  Have  you  heard  of  two  persons  being  kiUed  near  Sngar  Lock  within  the  last 
year? 

Ansxoer,  I  have  heard  of  one  being  killed  there,  and  that  wad  the  case  (mentioned of 
the  negro  "  Bully  Jack." 

Qu^tion,  Did  yon  hear  he  was  killed  by  men  in  disguise  ? 

Answer.  I  think  so  from  my  recollection.  I  believe  I  heard  that  some  parties  went 
there  in  disguise. 

Question.  When  did  that  occur  f 

Answer,  That  must  have  occurred  over  twelve  months  aco — certainly  last  year. 

QiiesUon,  Do  you  recollect  hearing  of  any  other  persons  oeing  killed  there  or  aboot 
there  by  men  in  disguise  ? 

Answer,  I  do  not ;  if  I  did  hear  of  any  others  the  circumstance  has  escaped  mj  reeol- 
lection. 

Quesfion.  How  far  do  you  live  from  Brooksville  ? 

Answer.  Within  a  mile  and  a  quarter. 

Question,  Have  you  heard  of  any  persons  being  whipped  west  of  Brooksville  f 

Answer,  I  do  not  remember  any  case. 

QiMsiion,  I  do  not  ask  whether  you  know  of  the  case  of  your  own  knowledge,  but 
have  you  heard  of  any  such  caae  f 

Answer,  I  do  not  recollect  having  heard  of  any. 

Qujestwn,  Yon  do  not  recollect  hearing  of  any  person  being  whipped  to  the  west  of 
Brooksville  f 

Answer,  That  is  the  country  where  the  Malone  plantation  is.  I  have  heard  of  whip- 
ping there.  There  was  the  Hinton  case,  to  which  I  referred,  where  a  negro  woman 
was  whipped. 

Question,  You  have  heard  of  no  other  case  f 

Answer,  None  that  I  remember. 

Qiuesiion,  Do  you  think  it  probable  that  twelve  or  fifteen  persons  conld  have  b^n 
wlupped  there  within  the  last  twelve  months  by  men  in  disguise  without  your  hearing 
of  it! 

Answer,  I  do  not  think  it  probable.  Such  circumstances  might  occasionally  occur 
without  my  knowledge  from  the  fact  that  I  am  a  great  deal  away  from  home,  some 
times  a  month  at  a  time.  During  my  absence  something  of  the  sort  might  oocnr  and 
not  be  mentioned,  though  I  am  very  apt  to  inquire  about  matters. 

Question,  You^mix  a  great  deal  with  the  people  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Would  the  whipping  of  a  colored  man  by  persons  in  disguise  be  oonsideR^ 
so  trivial  a  matter  that  persons  would  not  be  apt  to  mention  it  to  you  ? 

Answer,  I  hardly  think  so,  particularly  if  it  were  done  by  persons  in  disguise.  I 
think  it  would  be  very  likely  to  be  mentioned. 

Question,  So  that  if  such  a  thing  occurred  you  would  be  likely  to  hear  of  itf 

Answer,  Yes,  sir :  I  think  so.  1  may  have  heard  of  some  instance  which  I  do  not 
remember;  I  may  nave  heard  of  some  whippings  which  I  cannot  call  to  mind— which 
may  not  have  impressed  themselves  upon  my  recollection. 

Question,  Was  Mr.  Huggins  whipped  in  your  county  f 

Answer,  No,  sir;  in  the  county  of  Monroe. 

Question,  That  was  one  of  the  counties  to  which  I  was  calling  your  attention.  VtA 
you  hear  of  the  whipping  of  Mr.  Huggins  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  When  did  that  occur  f 

Ansv>er.  I  happened  to  be  in  Jackson,  Bfissiseippi,  at  the  time  it  occurred.  It  was  m 
the  month  of  February  or  March,  I  think. 

Question.  Is  he  said  to  have  been  whipped  by  a  band  of  men  in  disgnisef 

Answer.  That  is  what  has  been  reported. 

Question.  Do  you  not  consider  that  a  more  serious  afiair  than  the  appearance  of  fonr 
or  five  colored  men  masked  at  a  fairf 

Answer.  O,  yes,  sir ;  much  more  so. 

QuesOon.  Was  not  Mr.  Huggins  a  United  States  officer  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  You  did  not  hear  it  was  negroes  who  whipped  him  T 
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Antwer.  No,  sir ;  I  do  not  think  he  was  whipped  by  negroes. 

Question.  Did  yon  hear  he  was  pretty  badly  whipped  t 

Jtiswer.  I  heard  he  was  pretty  oadly  whipped. 

Question.  Have  yon  heard  of  men  ft^qnently  riding  in  disguise,  within  the  last  eight 
or  ten  months,  in  any  of  those  counties  to  which  I  have  called  your  attention  f 

Ansicer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  mentioned  to  you  that  I  had  heard  of  disguised  bodies  of  men  on 
some  occasions ;  and  I  stated  my  belief  that  they  were  neighborhood  men,  without 
any  regular  organization. 

Question.  Have  you  heard  of  those  ridings  taking  place  frequently  f 

Answer.  Tes,  sir ;  I  have  mentioned  three  or  four  cases. 

Question.  Three  or  four  cases  in  several  months  would  hardly  justify  you  in  saying 
that  such  things  took  plaop  frequently.  You  may  have  heara  of  cases  without  being 
able  to  designate  them  precisely.  Have  you  heard  tnat  such  things  have  occurred  fre- 
quently, apart  from  the  specific  cases  you  have  mentioned  f 

Aimoer.  All  the  cases  I  have  heard  of  would  not,  I  reckon,  amount  to  more  than  six 
or  eight.  * 

QuesHan.  You  mean  in  all  this  range  of  counties  f 

Ansvfer,  From  what  I  have  heard.  I  have  very  often  heard  that  there  were  bands  of 
Ru-Klux  in  this  county  or  in  that  county  |  that  is  bXJl  I  would  hear ;  but  then  I  would 
not  believe  it  very  often  when  I  did  hear  it,  because  they  had  done  nothing.  And,  as 
I  stated,  I  believe  that  sometimes  such  things  are  merely  the  indiscretions  of  boys  or 
youth,  like  that  affair  at  the  church,  or  like  the  case  of  the  boys  who  mentioned  to  me 
that  they  had  for  a  frolic  visited  in  disguise  some  negro  prayer-meeting. 

Question.  You  M^ould  not  think  that  a  crowd  of  disguised  boys  on  a  frolic  killed 
MiJone  T  ^ 

Answer.  I  should  say  not  by  any  means. 

Question.  Or  that  such  a  crowd  killed  the  nesro  near  Sugar  Lock  f 

Ansicer.  No,  sir;  I  should  not  say  they  were  boys. 

Question.  Or  that  whipped  Huggins  f 

Anstver.  No,  sir ;  I  should  say  they  were  men,  and  I  should  say  they  were  white  men. 

Question.  To  go  back  to  the  case  of  this  constable :  you  said  that  the  negro  stole  a 
horse  from  a  man  named  Charles  Moore  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  How  far  was  that  from  you  T 

Ansteer.  About  fifteen  miles. 

Question.  You  do  not  mean  to  state  positively  that  the  negro  stole  the  horse  f 

Answer.  I  simply  state  that  I  happened  to  see  Mr.  Moore  afterwards,  and  he  said  this 
negro  had  stolen  his  horse,  and  that  he  had  captured  the  horse  again.  The  negro  waa 
tried  and  bound  over  by  the  magistrate  to  appear  at  court.  The  testimony  before  the 
magistrate  convicted  him  sufficiently  to  carry  nim  to  court. 

Question.  That  is,  the  testimony  was  strong  enough  to  induce  the  magistrate  to  bind 
the  negro  over  to  answer  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir,  to  bind  him  to  appear  at  court. 

Question.  You  would  not  take  that  as  proof  positive  that  the  negro  stole  the  horse  f 

Answer.  That  had  to  be  tested  at  the  court-nouse ;  but  the  eviaence  was  sufficient 
for  the  magistrate  to  bind  him  over,  or  he  would  have  discharged  him.  • 

Question.  The  negro  was  put  in  charge  of  a  constable  named  Bridges  t 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  And  was  put  in  chains  f 

Answer.  He  was  fastened  with  a  trace-chain  and  a  little  padlock.  Bridges  went  to 
bed  intending  to  take  the  negro  to  the  jail  the  next  day. 

Question.  Where  did  he  put  him  ? 

Answer.  He  put  him  in  a  cabin  near  his  house,  in  an  out-building. 

Question.  Was  there  anybody  in  the  cabin  besides  the  negro  f 

Answer,  Nobody  that  I  know  of;  I  do  not  think  there  was  anybody  else  thesp. 

Question.  Was  the  cabin  a  very  secure  one  f  ^ 

Answer.  I  cannot  tell ;  I  never  saw  it  and  never  heard  it  described. 

Question.  Bridges  put  the  negro  in  the  cabin  by  himself  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  And  left  him  there  and  went  to  his  house  to  sleep  t 

Anstver.  Yes,  sir.  The  house  was  near  by.  It  was  said  that  the  cabin  was  in  the 
yard  right  ^  the  house. 

Questton.  Was  that  proper  conduct  for  an  officer  having  charge  of  a  prisoner  to  be 
taken  to  jail  f 

Answer.  I  do  not  know,  sir.    Those  are  the  facts  of  the  case. 

QuesHan.  You  know  whether  that  is  the  proper  way  for  an  officer  to  guard  a  prisoner  ? 

Answer.  I  think  it  would  have  been  better  tor  the  constable  to  have  staid  with  him 
or  taken  him  to  jail  that  ni^ht ;  that  is  what  he  ought  to  have  done. 

Question,  Did  you  ever  before  know  an  officer  in  charge  of  a  priaQner,  on  his  way  to 
jail,  to  dispose  of  him  in  that  way  f 
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AnstPer.  I  do  not  remember  any  cuBelike  that.  I  have  known  cases  yery  often  where 
prisoners  have  not  been  carried  to  Jail  immediately  on  their  conviction. 

Question.  Did  you  ever  know  of  one  being  pnt  in  an  out-of-the-way  oat-hotue, 
chained^  and  left  there  over-night  by  the  officer  having  him  in  charge  f 

Answer.  1  have  known  prisoners  to  be  chained  in  adjoining  rooms  to  where  the  party 
having  them  in  charge  would  be.  This  cabin  was  described  as  being  immediately  op 
to  the  house.  I  do  not  know  whether  it  is  three  steps  or  ten  steps  distant  from  th« 
house. 

QMstion.  Did  you  hear  that  this  negro  was  handcuffed  T 

Ansicer.  I  do  not  think  he  was  ;  I  do  not  know,  though. 

Question.  Did  you  hear  how  the  chain  was  put  upon  him  f 

Anstver.  I  think  it  was  put  upon  his  leg :  but  I  do  not  know  that. 

Question.  Ton  do  not  know  whether  his  hands  were  free  f 

Answer.  I  do  not. 

Question.  Suppose  his  bands  were  left  free,  and  he'  was  chained,  and  fastened  simply 
with  a  padlock,  in  an  out-of-the-way  house ;  wiis  that  any  way  to  secure  him  T 

Answer.  I  should  say  not.  I  am  quite  sure  he  was  not  handcuffed,  for  the  renfion 
that  I  do  not  suppose  a  magistrate  in  a  remote  part  of  the  county  like  that  had  a 
handcuff.    I  do  not  suppose  he  was  handcuffed,  or  tied  except  by  means  of  this  chain. 

Question.  Do  you  think  that  any  man  of  ordinary  intelligence  would  have  supposed 
that  the  n^gro,  fastened  in  that  way,  would  have  been  secure  f 

Answer.  Well,  I  have  known  them  sometimes  to  turn  prisoners  loose  upon  the  prom- 
ise that  theywould  remain  and  go  with  them. 

QuestMn.  That  was  not  the  case  here,  because  the  prisoner  was  chained  f 

Answer.  The  constable  mav  have  thought  the  man  was  secure.     • 

Question.  Did  you  ever  talk  to  Mr.  Bri&es  about  it  f 

Ant/wer.  Mr.  Bridges  left  the  county.  They  ran  him  off.  According  to  the  statements 
made  he  left  that  night  and  went  into  Alabama ;  his  house  is  near  the  Alabama  hne. 

Question.  How  long  ago  did  that  affair  occur  f 

Answer.  It  must  have  been  some  time  in  June ;  that  is  my  impression. 

Answer.  And  Mr.  Bridges  has  not  returned  since  f 

Answer.  I  do  not  know.    I  left  home  the  I2th  of  July. 

Question.  Have  you  talked  with  him  f 

Answer.  I  have  never  seen  him  since.  I  did  not  know  he  was  a  magistrate  till  tSia 
occurrence  took  place. 

Question.  Did  you  ever  hear  that  the  tracks  of  a  good  many  men  and  horses  were 
seen  around  that  cabin  that  night  f 

Answer.  I  never  did. 

Question.  Did  you  ever  hear  it  intimated  in  that  community  that  Mr.  Bridges  was  a 
member  of  the  Ku-Klux  Klan  or  any  other  secret  organization  f 

Answer,  I  never  have. 

Question.  Is  he  a  man  of  fair  sense  and  judgment  f 

Answer.  Well,  I  know  very  little  about  him ;  but  what  little  I  do  know  is  not  veir 
favorable  to  him.  I  never  saw  him  but  once  or  twice  in  my  life.  He  is  looked  npoo  u 
a  very  good-for-nothing  sort  of  a  character.  I  do  not  mean  that  he  is  considered  defi- 
cient in  integrity  or  honesty,  but  that  he  is  a  lazy  sort  of  man.  I  know  that  he  does 
not  provide  for  himself  very  welL 

Qiieslion.  Is  he  a  democrat  f 

Answer.  I  do  not  know ;  I  presume  he  is.    In  fact,  I  may  say  positively  he  is. 

Question.  Do  you  recollect  that  there  was  a  note  found  the  next  morning  at  that  cabin 
saying,  in  substance,  '*  Don't  be  alarmed ;  we^ve  got  him  f '* 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  never  heard  of  that.  I  merely  heard  that  a  neinro  had  been  arrested 
for  stealing  Moore's  horse ;  that  he  was  examined  before  a  magistrate,  and  delivered  to 
the  constable :  that  he  was  chained  by  the  constable  and  confined  in  an  out-house  ovifr 
night :  that  tne  next  morning  he  was  missing ;  and  that  the  negroes  went  there  to  fire 
upon  Bridges. 

Question.  This  body  of  negroes  went  there  several  days  afterward  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  You  did  not  hear  that  when  Mr.  Bridces  went  to  the  cabin  the  next  morn- 
ing he  found  the  ne^ro  missing,  but  found  in  his  place  a  note  saying,  '^  Don't  be 
alarmed ;  we've  got  him  f  " . 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  never  heard  of  that. 

Question.  You  never  heard  of  his  having  found  snoh  a  note  f 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  never  did. 

Question.  Is  it  your  opinion  that  the  negro  escaped  f 

Answer.  Well,  I  think  he  must  have  escaped ;  they  could  have  found  him  if  he  bad 
been  killed.  It  is  my  impression  the  negro  escaped.  If  I  had  heard  of  such  a  note  as 
you  mention  and  knew  the  incident  to  be  true,  my  views  would  be  different ;  mj 
impression  was  simply  that  the  negro  had  actually  gotten  away.  I  never  heard  snr 
thiug  to  induce  me  to  believe  otherwise. 
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By  Mr.  Buckley  : 


Question.  You  have  heard  nothinff  of  him  Binoe  t 
Anmcer,  Nor  have  I  heard  a  word  of  him  since. 

By  the  Chairman,  (Mr.  Pool:) 

QuesHUm.  Did  you  hear  that  a  negro  was  found  drowned  in  that  vioinity  shortly  after 
"wardt 

ARmcer,  Tes.  sir. 

Question,  Wiio  found  him  f 

Anmcer,  He  was  fonnd  in  the  river ;  and  it  was  said  that  he  was  a  negro  who  had 
'been  drowned  fix>m  some  steamboat.  Whether  snch  a  negro  was  ever  drowned  from  a 
steamboat  I  do  not  know ;  bat  I  know  that  the  statement  was  that  some  negro  had 
been  foand  ther»~that  part  of  a  carcass  of  a  man  had  been  discovered  in  the  river, 
and  it  was  said  that  some  negro  had  been  drowned  from  a  steamboat  some  miles  above 
there ;  and  it  was  thought  perhaps  this  was  the  negro.  That  is  all  I  know  in  reference 
to  that  matter. 

Question.  Did  not  the  family  of  the  negro  whom  Mr.  Bridges  had  had  under  arrest 
recognize  the  clothing  upon  this  negro  found  in  the  river  as  that  of  the  negro  who  had 
been  under  arrest  f 

Answer.  Not  that  I  know  of. 

Question,  You  never  heard  of  that  f 

Answer.  I  never  heard  of  it. 

Question,  Had  you  ever  heard  of  a  man's  being  drowned  from  a  steamboat  before  you 
beard  of  the  iin<iing  of  this  negro  f 

Answer.  I  never  had. 

Question.  Did  not  the  negroes  turn  out  the  next  morning  after  the  disappearance  of 
this  negro  and  make  search  for  himf 

Answer.  If  they  did,  I  do  not  know  it ;  they  may  have  done  it ;  I  do  not  remember. 

Question.  How  far  was  the  river  frt>m  the  place  where  this  negro  was  chained  f 

Answer.  I  should  say  about  four  miles. 

By  Mr.  Bucklbt  : 
Question.  You  mean  it  is  four  miles  frx>mMr.  Bridges's  place  to  the  Tombigbee  River  f 
Mswer.  Yes,  sir ;  four  miles,  or  a  little  less.    Now  that  I  reckon  it,  I  do  not  think  it 
is  over  three  miles. 

By  the  Chairman,  (Mr.  Pool  :) 

Qv^tion.  You  say  a  body  of  negroes  went  to  the  house  of  Mr.  Bridges  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  And  he  fired  upon  them  before  they  got  to  the  house  t 

Answer.  When  he  saw  them  coming  in  the  yard,  according  to  the  statement  made  to 
me,  he  fired  upon  them ;  they  shot  some  fifty  or  sixty  shots  at  him;  and  he  ran  out  of 
the  back  way,  leaving  his  clothing.    He  was  undressed  at  the  time ;  he  had  been  in  bed. 

Question.  How  many  nesroes  did  yoa  hear  were  there  f 

Answer.  I  heard  that  tiiere  were  some  fifty  or  sixty.  That  was  the  statement 
that  was  made — that  the  negroes  from  the  entire  neighborhood  went  there  upon  the 
presumption  on  their  part  that  this  negro  had  been  killed. 

Question.  And  they  went  there  to  see  about  itf 

Answer.  They  went  there  to  see  Bridges,  and  tell  him  he  had  to  produce  that  negro, 
or  state  what  he  had  done  with  him ;  and  they  shot  at  Bridges. 

Question.  Who  made  that  statement  to  you  t 

Answer.  I  cannot  tell  you ;  I  think  I  heard  it  from  two  or  three  parties.  It  was  a 
matter  of  conversation  with  several  parties  on  my  return  home.  I  was  not  at  home 
at  the  time. 

Question.  You  heard  that  there  were  some  fifty  or  sixty  negroes  who  went  there  f 

Anewer.  Yes,  sir;  that  is  my  impression  of  the  number  that  I  heard  stated. 

Question.  You  did  not  hear  that  thev  were  in  disguise  f 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  my  impression  is  they  were  not  in  disguise.     . 

Question.  How  many  were  arrested  f 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  how  many  were  arrested,  but  I  think  there  were  eighteen  o 
twenty  bound  over  by  the  ma^strate. 

Question.  Are  they  still  in  jail  f 

Answer.  They  were  all  in  jail  when  I  left  home.  I  have  been  informed  since  I  left 
home  that  they  have  been  taken  out  under  bonds  to  appear  at  court. 

Question.  As  to  these  four  colored  boys  who  went  to  church  with  masks  on 

Answer.  I  did  not  say  four ;  I  did  not  know  how  many  there  were. 

Question.  Whatever  the  number,  they  were  arrested  f 

Answer.  I  thinJi  they  were  arrested;  but  they  were  turned  loose  immediately  upon 
the  facts  appeanug. 

Question.  Both  these  arrests  were  made  by  the  State  authorities  T 
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Answer,  By  the  State  authorities,  I  think.  No,  it  is  possible  that  the  other  arrest 
was  made  by  the  town  aathorities. 

Question,  At  any  rate,  they  were  not  arrested  by  the  United  States  officers  T 

A'nswer,  No,  sir. 

Question.  Yon  spoke  of  having  beard  of  the  killing  of  Malone,  and  some  whippiD<ri 
and  other  occurrences.  Have  you  heard  of  any  white  man  being  arrested  by  the  Sutc 
authorities  for  ^oing  in  disguise  f 

Answer,  No,  sir^  not  by  the  State  authorities:  I  do  not  remember  a  sinele  case. 

Question,  Notwithstanding  all  the  acts  of  Ku-Kluxism  you  have  detaOed— the  rl^it 
to  Mr.  Brookshire,  the  whipping  of  Harston,  the  killing  of  a  negro  near  SngarLock. 
the  killing  of  Malone,  and  otners—notwithstanding  the  commission  of  all  these  scU*  by 
men  in  dis^^e,  you  have  never  heard  of  a  white  man  arrested  by  the  State  auttior- 
ities  for  gomg  in  disguise  and  committing  any  of  those  acts  f 

Answer,  No,  sir,  I  have  never  heard  of  one  being  detected  or  marked  out,  and  ofx- 
tainly  not  of  one  being  arrested.    I  have  never  heud  of  an  arrest  of  such  parties. 

Question.  Have  you  ever  heard  of  any  negroes  goins  about  in  bands  committiog 
depredations  in  disguise,  other  than  the  two  cases  you  have  named  t 

Answer,  I  have  not. 

Question.  In  both  those  cases  the  negroes  were  promptly  arrested  ? 

Anstoer.  In  one  case  they  were  promptly  arrested,  and  were  in  disguise.  In  the  c«ie 
of  the  negroes  who  went  out  to  shoot  Bridges,  they  were  arrested,  but  they  were  not  uj 
disguise ;  that  is  my  information  about  the  matter. 

Question,  Your  people  felt  that  it  was  a  considerable  degree  of  oppression  for  Unit^^ 
States  authorities  to  come  and  arrest  these  men  accused  of  killing  Malone  and  of  Ka- 
Klusdng  around  there ;  did  they  not  f 

Answer,  Well,  no,  sir ;  the  people  do  not  look  upon  it  in  that  wav.  The  matter  of 
complaint  is  that  United  States  troops  should  have  been  brought  there  to  arrest  the 
parties,  when  they  would  have  appeared  in  obedience  to  ordinary  process.  ' 

Question,  How  many  troops  were  carried  there  t 

Answer,  There  were  eighteen  or  twenty.  I  do  not  know  exactly  how  many  they 
carried  to  make  these  arrests,  because  I  was  not  there  on  that  day.  I  suppose  some  ot 
the  troops  were  left  in  Macon ;  I  reckon  they  did  not  take  over  eight  or  ten. 

Question.  They  were  nothing  more  than  a  posse- of  the  marshal  7 

Answer.  They  were  a  marshal's  pcNSse ;  that  is  what  they  were.  4 

Question,  Is  Judge  Orr,  of  your  circuit,  a  brother  of  Hon.  James  L.  Orr,  of  South 
Carolina  t 

Answer.  He  is. 

Question,  Is  he  an  able  lawyer  f 

Answer,  He  is.  I 

Question.  Is  he  especially  rigid  in  the  enforoement  of  the  criminal  law  t  I 

Answer.  He  is  looked  upon  with  terror  in  the  discharge  of  his  duties  as  ajnd^e.  He 
is  looked  upon  as  extremely  strict  in  the  enforcement  of  the  laws — ^more  so  than  aoy 
Judge  we  have  had  for  a  very  long  time. 

(^estion.  Is  there  any  reason,  then,  why  the  law  should  be  taken  into  the  hands  of 
the  citizens  in  that  section  of  the  country,  with  reference  to  these  minor  offenses  that 
you  speak  of,  when  you  have  such  a  judge  to  administer  the  law  T 

Answer,  Well,  I  should  say  that  there  should  be  none ;  that  the  law  is  able  to  rco^y 
cate  itself.  Judge  Orr  is  a  good  Judge.  I  believe  he  is  not  partial.  He  is  very  rigid 
in  the  execution  of  the  law,  whether  me  parties  be  white  or  black.  I  believe  he  vooiti 
punish  one,  or  do  Justice  to  one  as  quickly  as  to  the  other. 

Question,  Do  you  know  a  man  by  the  name  of  Charles  M.  Doss  f 

Answer,  I  do.  sir.    You  remember  I  referred  to  him« 

Question.  Did  you  state  his  character  f 

Answer.  I  did  state  his  character.  I  remarked  that  he  was  a  little  wild-^ts  ioto 
frolics  occasionally,  but  is  a  citizen  and  planter  who  is  esteemed  a  very  clever,  kisil 
hearted  man,  although  he  does  get  on  a  spree  now  and  then. 

Question,  Is  he  a  man  of  violence  f 

Answer.  Well,  I  do  not  know  of  any  violence  he  has  ever  committed.  I  recollect  that 
on  one  occasion  he  came  into  court  very  drunk  and  kicked  up  quite  a  disturbaiHx- 
When  he  has  been  drinking  I  think  he  is  disposed  to  be  violent  and  irrational. 

Question.  Did  you  ever  hear  him  charged  with  being  captain  of  this  Ku-Klnx  oigaa- 
ization  T 

Answer,  I  never  heard  it.  I  have  heard  him  speak  of  the  Ku-Klux  and  heard  huu 
say  he  did  not  believe  there  was  any  body  of  that  sort.  If  there  is  any  regular  o^p^' 
ized  system,  I  would  as  soon  suppose  he  would  belong  to  it  as  anybody.  Bat,  as  I 
stated  before,  I  do  not  believe  there  is  any  such  thing. 

Question,  Were  you  in  court  at  the  time  he  had  the  difficulty  there  f  . 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  was  in  court  at  the  time  the  affair  occurred.  In  &ct,  I  vas 
ordered  on  that  occasion  to  so  and  take  him. 

Ques^n.  After  it  occurred  f 
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Ansncer,  At  the  timo  it  oocnrred.  I  happened  to  be  in  the  court-house.  Doss  came 
into  the  court- room  while  a  lawyer  was  speaking  upon  a  munler  case.  The  sheri^'  had 
orilered  the  front  door  of  the  court-room  to  be  kept  shut.  Does  started  to  go  out  by 
that  dfwr,  when  he  wjis  told  he  could  not. 

Question.  There  had  heeu  no  demonstration  of  a  disorderly  character  by  him  up  to 
that  timef 

Ansicer.  Jfo,  sir,  nothing  up  to  that  time.  He  remarked  that  he  "  would  be  damned 
if  he  did  not  go  out  that  way."  I  think  the  officer  then  told  him  that  he  would  arrest 
him,  when  Doss  drew^  his  pistol.  He  pretty  well  broke  up  the  court.  He  was  intoxi- 
cated at  the  time;  and  said  afterward  that  he  did  not  know  what  he  was  doing.  He 
ap<»logized  to  the  court. 

Question.  Was  ho  on  trial  ? 

Answer.  I  think  he  went  bejjre  the  court  and  pleaded  guilty  to  the  charge  of  disor- 
derly conduct  and  was  punished  by  a  fine. 

Question.  Was  he  on  trial  at  the  time  that  he  made  the  disturbance  f 

Answer.  No,  sir;  he  was  only  a  spectator  in  th«i  court,  just  as  I  happened  to  be  on 
that  occasion. 

Question.  Was  the  man  on  trial  charged  with  murdering  a  negro  T 

Answer.  It  was  the  case  of  a  man  named  Brantley,  who  was  murdered  at  Sugar  Lock ; 
a  man  named  Eskridge  was  accused  of  being  the  murderer.  It  is  a  long  story,  but 
there  was  no  ne^ro  mixed  up  in  the  trial  at  all. 

Question.  Was  it  alleged  that  the  man  who  was  killed  at  Sugar  Lock  was  killed  by 
a  band  of  men  in  disguise  f 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  the  man  who  killed  him  did  it  in  the  dark.  He  was  not  in  disguise; 
he  had  a  blanket  over  his  shoulder;  it  was  a  cold  night.  This  man  Eskridge  was 
pretty  well  ascertained  to  be  the  party ;  but  he  has  broken  Jail  and  run  away. 

Question.  Did  Mr.  Doss,  on  the  occasion  of  that  trial,  attack  the  court  with  his  pistol  f 

Answer.  No,  sir,  he  did  not  attack  the  court  at  all.  He  pulled  out  his  pistol  and  said 
he  would  not  be  taken.  He  did  not  attack  the  court.  The  three  magistrates  who  were 
holding  the  court — ^it  was  not  the  circuit  court — orderetl  the  sheriff  to  take  him.  The 
sheriff  called  up<m  me,  among  others  indiscriminately,  to  go  up  and  take  him.  The 
sheriff  seemed  to  be  rather  afraid  to  undertake  it  alone ;  ho  was  not  a  cowardly  man, 
but  he  wanted  assistance.  Doss  was  secured,  and  it  being  seen  that  he  was  deranged 
from  the  influence  of  liquor  he  was  taken  into  an  adjoining  room.  When  he  got  sober 
he  came  back  and  arranged  it  with  the  court  somehow ;  I  do  not  know  how,  but  I 
know  it  was  acyusted.  He  made  an  apology.  I  do  not  think  he  has  drank  anything 
since  then ;  I  think  he  made  a  promise  at  that  time  that  he  would  not. 

Question.  Did  he  go  upon  the  bench  and  drive  the  magistrates  off f 

Answer.  No,  sir.  The  magistrates  were  sitting  up  in  a  sort  of  pulpit.  The  clerk's 
desk  was  in  front  and  he  got  up  on  that. 

Question.  He  got  on  top  of  the  clerk's  desk  f 

Ausicer.  Ye«,  sir. 

Question.  How  near  did  that  bring  him  to  the  magistrates  f 

Ansicer.  Six,  or  eight,  or  ten  feet. 

Question.  Did  he  present  his  pistol  at  the  magistrates  on  the  bench  T 

Answer,  No,  sir,  he  did  not.  I  do  not  think  he  drew  his  pistol  exactly  ;  I  think  he 
put  his  hand  on  his  pistol ;  I  do  not  think  ho  got  his  pistol  out,  but  he  had  his  hand  on 
It  ready  to  draw  it. 

Question.  Did  he  address  himself  to  the  magistrates  on  the  bench  f 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Why  did  they  leave  the  bench  f 

Answer.  They  ordered  him  to  be  arrested.  There  was  quite  a  rush  in  the  room ; 
there  seemed  to  be  confusion.  The  officers  were  ordered  to  take  him,  and  he  said  he 
would  not  bo  taken.  One  of  the  magistrates,  a  personal  friend  of  his,  got  down  to 
take  him  ;  and  really  it  was  he  who  carried  him  out  of  the  court-room. 

Question.  Did  the  crowd  hesitate  to  take  hold  of  him  f 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  the  crowd  immediately  obeyed  the  magjistrate,  I  among  the  rest. 

Question.  You  say  he  has  not  the  reputation  generally  of  being  a  man  of  turbulent 
and  violent  character? 

Answer.  No,  sir;  I  cannot  say  that  he  is  a  man  of  turbulent  and  violent  character,, 
except  when  drinking.    At  other  times  he  is  a  kind-hearted  man. 

Question.  Do  you  know  a  man  in  the  county  of  WMnston  named  Jack  Triplet  T 

Ansicer.  1  have  heard  of  such  a  man ;  I  do  not  know  him  ;  1  know  very  little  of  him.. 
I  stated  just  now  that  Glover  Triplet  was  a  man  of  wealth.  He  is  a  brother  of  Jack. 
Triplet,  and  it  was  Jack  Triplet  whom  1  meant  to  refer  to  as  a  man  of  wealth ;  at  the- 
moment  I  got  the  two  persons  confused. 

Question.  Did  you  ever  hear  of  Jack  Triplet  being  accused  of  being  captain  of  any 
band  of  men  f 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  will  give  you  my  word  I  never  heard  who  were  the  officers  who- 
commanded  the  Ku-Klnx,  or  that  there  was  any  sach  body  nntil  these  arrests  were 
made. 
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Question,  Did  you  sever  hear  that  he  killed  a  negro  who  lived  with  him  f 

Anstcer.  I  never  did  UDtil  the  arrests  were  made.  I  then  heard  the  charge  that  was 
hron^^bt  against  him.    I  bad  never  heard  of  it  nntil  that  period. 

Question.  Did  you  ever  bear  of  an  outrage  committed  on  a  woman  by  the  name  of 
Tripley  Ann  Tackettf 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  that  I  have ;  I  do  not  recollect  that  I  ever  heard  the  name 
before. 

Question.  Did  you  ever  hear  of  Mr.  Mcllhenny  being  engaged  in  a  raid  upon  some 
woman,  in  which  he  lost  his  hat  f 

Ansictr.  I  never  did.  I  do  not  know  him ;  probably  he  resides  in  Winston;  and  there 
is  a  portion  of  that  county  I  have  very  seldom  been  in. 

Question.  Have  yon  ever  heard  of  any  scbool-houses  being  burned  in  any  of  the  coon- 
ties  to  which  I  called  your  attention  f 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  of  any  scbool-houses  being  burned  at  all,  except  a  school- 
house  that  was  burned  near  Brooksville,  and  that  was  last  year. 

Question.  Is  that  tbe  only  school-house  you  have  heard  of  being  burned  in  any  of  th« 
counties  I  have  called  your  attention  to  f 

Answer.  I  suppose  I  have  heard  of  others  being  burned,  but  I  could  not  designate  in 
what  county  they  were  said  to  have  been  burned. 

Question.  Did  you  bear  that  they  were  burned  by  men  in  disguise  f 
.  Anstcer.  No,  sir ;  I  never  did.    I  merely  heard  that  school-houses  had  been  destroyed 
in  some  portions  of  the  country. 

Question.  How  many  f 

Anstcer.  I  cannot  tell  you. 

Question.  Have  you  heard  of  as  many  as  seven  being  burned  f 

Answer.  I  do  not  know ;  I  should  say  not ;  but  there  may  have  been  more.  I  have  only 
heard  that  parties  were  burning  school -houses,  and  perhaps  that  thev  had  been  bnrned 
in  the  county  of  Winston.  I  think  what  little  information  I  have  on  that  subject  related 
to  cases  occurring  in  Winston  County. 

Question.  Did  you  hear  that  they  had  burned  three  churches  f 

Answer.  I  never  heard  of  their  burning  a  church. 

Question.  Did  you  never  hear  of  a  church  being  burned  in  the  county  of  Winston  f 

Answer.  Never. 

Question.  Were  these  schiMil-houses,  the  burning  of  which  you  heard  oi^  said  to  hs 
school- bouses  used  by  colored  people  f 

Answer.  1  do  not  know ;  I  presume  they  were  colored  school-houses. 

Question.  You  did  not  hear  that  they  were  burned  by  bands  of  men  in  disguise  T 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Have  there  been  any  school-houses  burned  in  your  county,  so  far  as  yoa 
have  heard  f 

Answer.  1  have  never  heard  of  one  school-house  in  our  county  being  boinetl,  exc<»pt 
the  one  that  I  referred  to  Just  now,  which  was  burned  last  year;  that  was  occupied  sa 
a  negro  school.  Nobody  has  ever  found  out  who  did  it ;  but  it  was  thought  ;o  be  a 
matter  of  hatred  towards  a  certain  party  who  bad  purchased  it  who  was  a  citizen  ot 
our  county  and  a  democrat;  he  had  bought  it,  and  was  going  to  use  it  for  some  pur- 
pose— I  have  forgotten  what.  I  think  it  may  be  he  was  going  to  sell  it  to  the  school- 
board,  under  tbe  new  law,  as  one  of  tbe  county  school-houses.  It  was  a  very  inferior, 
old  building,  worth,  I  sup)K)se,  about  $100. 

Question.  Did  you  hear  that  that  was  burned  by  men  in  disguise  f 

Answer.  No.  sir ;  I  never  heard  who  burned  it ;  I  do  not  think  it  was  burned  by  men 
in  disguise ;  but  it  has  never  been  known  who  did  bum  it. 

Question,  Have  you  ever  beard  of  any  whippings,  in  the  county  of  Winston,  by  per- 
sons in  disguise  f 

Answer.  I  never  have  heard  of  any  whippings  there ;  but  they  may  havo  occurred. 
I  have  beard  of  some  disturbances  there  occasionally. 

Question.  I  mean  within  the  last  eight  or  ten  months? 

Answer.  1  have  beard  of  some  disturbances  in  Winston  County ;  I  heard  that  tbe  citi- 
zens of  that  county  were  very  much  enraged  in  reference  to  this  school  bill.  There 
are  very  few  negroes  in  Winston  ;  that  is  termed  a  "  poor  man's  county."  I  believe  the 
whites  have  a  large  majority  of  the  population. 

Question.  Did  yon  hear  that  the  United  States  marshal  and  another  man,  about  the 
time  of  these  recent  arrests  in  the  county  of  Winston,  were  stopped  on  the  road  by  men 
with  arms  in  their  bands  f 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  I  did  not ;  and  I  do  not  believe  it  occurred,  because  if  it  had  1 
would  have  heard  of  it.    The  troops  had  not  been  molested  up  to  the  time  I  left. 

Question.  I  did  not  say  that  tbe  troops  were  present ;  I  asked  whether  yoo  had  heard 
that  the  marshal  and  anotiier  man  nad  been  stopped  on  the  road  by  men  who  pre- 
sented arms  f 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  I  never  heard  of  it. 

Question,  Yoa  heard  nothing  of  that  kind  at  all  f 
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AiiBwer,  Nothinf^  at  all. 

QtimUon,  Ad  extract  from  a  newspaper  was  read  to  yon  in  reference  to  Mr.  Talia- 
ferro ;  is  that  a  democratic  paper  f 
Antwer.  I  think  it  is  a  democratic  paper. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 

QdittUm.  Do  yon  know  the  name  of  it  T 

Answer.  1  believe  it  is  the  Selma  Times.  I  never  saw  that  extract  before  to-day.  I 
did  not  bring  it  here.  I  have,  however,  an  extract  in  reference  to  Taliaferro  from  the 
Mercury,  a  paper  published  in  the  town  of  Meridian,  Mississippi. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 
QuMiion,  Read  that  extract. 
Answer,  It  is  as  follows : 

"  Macon,  Mississippi,  July  19, 1871. 

'*  Friend  Horn  :  In  an  article  in  your  paper  upon  one  Taliaferro  you  call  him  cap- 
tola.  He  never  was  a  captain  in  the  confederate  army;  and  he  never  owned  land 
enough  in  this  county  to  uury  his  carcass  in.    I  know  him  well ;  and  I  tell  yon  he  is 

nothing  more  nor  less  than  a  d d  thief.    He  stole  a  mule  from  our  frieud  James 

R ,  of  the  law  firm  of  J.  A>  R.,  who,  instead  of  sending  him  to  the  penitentiary, 

let  him  go.  What  a  pity !  Some  time  back  he  went  to  Jackson,  and  there  made  affi- 
davits about  Ku-Kluxing,  and  then  fled  to  Baltimore.  From  Baltimore  he  was  brought 
back  by  one  of  United  States  deputy  marshals  and  taken  to  Oxford,  to  practice  bis  art  of 
swearing  there  before  a  United  States  circuit  court  grand  Jury.  At  this  place  be  was 
BO  completely  disguised  that  those  who  had  known  him  best  failed  to  recognize  him  ; 
but  our  circuit  clerk,  with  his  keen  eyes,  detected  him  through  his  artificialities.  Now 
that  same  infernal  scoundrel  Taliaferro  wants  to  pocket  that  five  thousand  dollar 
reward  that  has  been  promised  by  the  governor  for  catching  and  convicting  a  K.  K. 
From  his  general  character  lie  is  unworthy  of  being  believed  on  oath.  Yon  know  that 
such  men  as  the  Dorses,  the  Hintons,  old  citizens,  could  not  be  guilty  of  the  atrocity  of 
killing  litteen  negroes  within  the  year  past,  nor  ever,  as  ho  has  sworn.  Let  me  tell 
you  that  there  has  not  been  so  many  as  fifteen  negroes  killed  in  this  county  since  the 
suiTcnder,'  which  can  be  verified  bv  the  coroner's  books.     So  put  down  the  celebrated 

Captain  Taliaferro  (or  Toliver)  a  liar,  a  thief,  a  perjured  vill«iin,  a  loafer,  and  d d 

scoundrel  in  general,  and  charge  the  same  to  account  of,  your  frieud,  W.'' 

"  James  R ,"  in  this  article,  means  James  Rives ;  and  "  J.  &  R."  mean  Jarna- 

gan  &  Rives. 

By  the  Chairman,  (Mr.  Pool  :) 

QuesHon,  Is  that  article  from  a  democratic  paper  T 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  How  long  have  you  known  Mr.  Taliaferro  T 

Answer.  For  two  or  three  years ;  I  mean  to  say  I  have  seen  him,  from  time  to  time, 
during  tha%  period. 

Questiim,  So  far  as  you  have  heard,  were  these  charges  contained  in  the  article  from 
the  Selma  paper  brought  against  him  before  these  Ku-Klux  arrests  f 

Answer.  Charges' about  what  f 

Quesii&n.  As  to  his  killing  prisoners,  Slc,  T 

Anstcer.  I  never  heard  him  speak  of  that.  I  have  heard  him  make  his  boasts  about 
what  he  did  in  the  army ;  he  made  himself  the  hero  of  several  stories. 

Question,  Did  you  hear  that  circumstance  charged  upon  him  before  he  was  a  witness 
here? 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  I  never  heard  any  charge  made  against  him  relative  to  such  mat- 
ters as  that ;  I  never  heard  that  matter  discussed. 

Question,  Did  yon  ever  hear  any  of  those  charges  contained  in  that  article  brought 
against  him  before  he  became  a  witness  here  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  because  be  committed  this  theft  before  he  appeared  here. 

Question,  Did  you  hear  of  that  before  his  appearance  here  as  a  witness? 

Answer,  O,  yes,  sir. 

Question,  Yon  say  that  he  was  accused  of  committing  this  theft  in  April  T 

Answer,  That  is  my  recollection ;  I  will  not  uudeitake  to  be  precise  as  to  the  date ;  I 
believe  it  was  in  March  or  April. 

Question,  You  said  he  left  that  country  in  December  T 

Answer,  I  said  he  left  the  neighborhood  of  Brooksville  in  December ;  that  I  did  not 
remember  having  seen  him  after  that.  I  reside  on  my  plantation  a  part  of  the  time, 
and  Brooksville,  which  is  the  neighborhood  where  Taliaferro  lived,  is  ten  miles  from 
Macon,  where  I  have  my  place  of  business.  I  have  not  seen  him  about  Brooksville 
since  January  last.  I  stated  that  I  believed  he  had  gone  in  the  interior  somewhere  to 
stay.    I  believe  it  was  in  March  or  April  that  he  took  that  mule. 

Question,  The  mule  was  said  to  have  been  taken  from  a  member  of  the  bar  t 
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Jitswer,  Yp«,  sir ;  a  lawyer. 

QueHiion.  Do  yon  remember  that  Taliaferro  made  the  matter  all  right  with  hmi,  and 
that  all  procreciinga  were  stopped  f 

Ausicer.  I  do  not. 

Q.ii^ttHon.  Yon  heard  nothing  of  that  ? 

Answer,  I  heard  nothing  of  that.  1  think  he  ran  away  from  the  connty  when  the 
mnle  was  found.  He  had  8old  the  mule.  I  heard  Mr.  Rives  make  Ihis  staleiiieDt 
ab(  u'  it :  That  somebodj'  told  him  that  Taliaferro  had  ridden  his  mnle  down  then  to 
tb(*  livery-6table  and  sold  it;  Rives  went  and  got  the  mule  from  the  keeper  of  the 
stable,  who  had  to  give  it  up.  and<  of  course,  lost  the  money  that  he  had  paid  for  it.  I 
do  not  know  whether  any  effort  was  made  to  arrest  Taliaferro;  I  think  the  fellow  ran 
away;  that  is  my  impression. 

Qi  ention.  Yon  do  not  think  he  was  arrested  ? 

Anmrer.  1  do  not  think  he  was  arrested  ;  1  know  he  went  away. 

Qtiesiion.  Did  yon  hear  whether  a  warrant  was  gotten  out  for  him  at  that  time  T 

Atmwer.  I  do  not  believe  there  was  any  warrant  gotten  out  at  that  time.  As  Isaid, 
I  believe  he  ran  away. 

Qitegtion.  You  say  the  nnderstanding  is  that  the  persons  recently  carried  to  Oxford 
were  arrested  upon  the  testimony  of  Taliaferro,  and  through  his  instrumentality  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  Mr.    I  so  understaAd. 

Question.  All  of  them  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  1  understood  yon  to  say  yon  thought  Taliaferro  went  and  volunteered  as  a 
witness  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  the  rewai-d  f 

Answer.  1  said  that  was  my  belief  abont  the  matter. 

Qufstion.  Is  that  the  belief  at  Oxford? 

Answer.  That  is  the  general  impression  at  Oxford,  and  the  general  impression  at 
home. 

Question.  In  your  connty  T  . 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  The  general  belief  is  that  Taliaferro  is  deficient  in  character,  and 
that  he  went  there  for  the  purpose  of  gaining  these  rewards. 

Question.  And  that  he  volunteered  at  Oxford  as  a  witness  against  these  prisoners  T 

Anstcer.  Yes,  sir.  He  was  in  Jackson  bef«»re  the  court,  as  I  learned  through  Mr.  Whit- 
field.   I  think  it  was  in  Jiickson  that  Mr.  Whitfield  met  him. 

Question,  What  you  have  stated  is  the  general  impression  in  the  community  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir:  it  is  the  impression  in  that  community  that  he  volunteered  hi« 
services  to  have  these  parties  arrested. 

Question,  What  means  the  statement  in  the  extract  which  you  brought  with  yon  and 
read  just  now 

Ansxer.  I  did  not  bring  it  with  me ;  it  was  handed  to  me  yesterday  by  a  gentleman 
in  this  city. 

Question,  Yon  brought  it  to  the  committ«e-room  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  What  means  the  statement  in  that  article  that  Taliaferro  was  arrested  by 
a  United  States  marshal  in  Baltimore,  and  taken  back  to  Oxford? 

Answer.  It  seems  he  was  arrested  by  the  United  States  marshal,  and  brought  back  as 
a  witness. 

Question.  That  could  not  be  so  if  he  volunteered  as  a  witness. 

Answer.  Well,  I  do  not  know  about  that. 

Question.  You  said  the  general  impression  was  that  he  had  volunteered  as  a  wit- 
ness! 

Answer.  Well,  we  believe  he  volnnteered  ;  and  it  may  ba  he  had  this  thing  done  to 
cover  up  his  action  in  the  eyes  of  the  community.  We  do  not  believe  that  Mr.  Wiasler 
and  Mr.  Reed  were  arrested  except  as  a  mere  matter  of  form,  to  make  it  appear  that 
they  were  acting  under  a  compulsory  order. 

Question.  Why  did  they  want  it  to  appear  that  they  were  acting  under  a  compulsory 
order  f 

Answer.  I  suppose  they  did  not  want  to  appear  to  do  willingly  what  thoy  thought 
would  be  so  repulsive  to  the  people. 

Question.  They  did  it  because  they  were  afraid  of  the  people  there  if  they  testified 
without  being  arrested  f 

Answer!  They  were  officers  of  the  people,  and  they  wanted  to  continue  in  the  favor 
of  as  many  of  them  as  they  were  in  favor  with. 

Question.  Would  it  be  repulsive  to  the  people  there  for  any  man  to  volunteer  to  give 
evidence  against  persons  guilty  of  violations  of  the  criminal  law  f 

Antncer.  No,  sir,  it  would  not  be  ;  and  every  one  of  these  persons  arrested  would,  in 
my  judgment,  have  gone  with  a  one-armed  sherifi:'  to  the  place  where  they  were  required 
to  auswer. 

Question.  Why  then  were  these  men  afraid  to  have  it  understood  among  the  people 
that  they  volunteered  to  give  testimony  in  these  Kn-Klux  cases  f 
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Jnnrer.  Becanse  they  were  going  into  the  country  to  hunt  up  the  parties. 

Questiofi.  But  Taliaferro  did  not  go  to  hunt  them  apt 

Jnsuer.  No,  sir.  Taliaierro.  you  see,  was  behind  the  scenes.  Roberts,  the  clerk,  says 
that  he  saw  him  in  disguise  at  Oxford. 

Queatian.  Where  did  Mr.  Roberts  state  that? 

Answer.  In  Macon. 

Qnestio^t.  Do  yon  think  that  Mr.  Taliaferro,  or  either  of  the  other  two  witnesses  who 
are  said  to  have  l>een  arrested,  had  no  fear  of  Itie  Ku  Klnx  if  they  testified  against 
them  t 

A  I'wer.  I  do  not  know  abont  that.  I  would  not  be  surprised  if  a  roan  would  feel  some 
apprehensions  in  going  into  an  interior  conntry  along  with  the  United  States  troops  to 
p.ck  up  men  and  take  them  from  their  homes.  They  might  have  felt  some  apprehen- 
sion on  that  ground. 

Question.  You  say  that  yon  understand  that  since  you  have  been  here  a  requisition 
has  been  made  upon  the  governor  of  Virginia  for  the  return  of  Mr.  Taliaferro  f 

Argmer.  I  have  learned  that  since  I  have  been  here. 

Qtiestion.  Upon  the  charge  of  stealing  the  mule  f 

Ameer.  Upon  the  charge  of  this  theft,  the  circumstances  of  which  I  have  stated. 

Question.  That  Mr.  Taliaferro  was  in  Oxford  as  a  witness  a  few  weeks  ago  f 

Apsvrer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Did  you  hear  of  any  effort  being  made  there  to  arrest  him  t 

Arswer.  No,  sir.  As  I  stated  before,  it  was  not  generally  known  that  he  was  there. 
Parties  from  the  couuty  did  not  see  him  ;  and  a  great  many  persons  did  not  believe  he 
was  there.    But  one  man  saw  him  there,  and  he  recognized  biro  in  spite  of  a  disguise. 

Question.  Had  yon  ever  heard  of  any  movements  by  the  authorities  against  Mr.  Tal- 
iaferro in  respect  to  this  mule  business  until  he  became  a  witness  in  these  cases  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir.  All  the  information  1  have  about  it  is  from  this  paper.  I  do  not 
know  whether  he  has  been  remanded. 

Qifesfion.  Is  not  Mr.  Wissler  a  magistrate  in  your  county,  t 

Answer.  He  is. 

Question.  Did  yor  say  he  was  a  depnty  United  States  marshal  f 

Ar  Hirer.  No,  sir;  I  said  that  Reed  was  a  deptity  United  States  marshal.  Reed  and 
Wissler  were  the  two  parties  who  went  out  with  the  United  Stales  troops  from  Macon. 

Question.  What  Ref  d  was  that  T 

Answer.  That  was  Reed  the  Unitetl  States  assessor  of  internal  revenue.  I  under- 
stand that  he  has  been  appointed  either  temporarily  or  permanently  deputy  United 
Stat-en  marshal,  to  nerve  writs,  d:c.,  in  that  county. 

Question.  You  said  that  Mr.  Wissler  started  to  Washington  f 

Anstrer.  That  is  what  was  said  at  home. 

Question.  And  was  arrested  at  Corinth  on  his  way  here  T- 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Arrested  upon  what  charge? 

Anstrer,  Upon  the  charge  of  murder. 

Question.  How  long  ago  was  it  said  that  the  murder  occurred  ? 

Answer.  About  the  l-4:th  of  July— last  month.  When  I  left  home  the  13th,  the  man 
waa  not  dead.    He  died  a  few  days  afterward. 

Question.  You  said  something  about  the  robbing  of  a  man  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  he  robbed  the  same  man  that  he  murdered ;  at  least  such  is  the  alle- 
gation ;  and  that  is  the  man^s  dying  testimony,  as  it  has  been  reported  to  me. 

Qifesiion.  Do  yon  recollect  who  reported  it  to  you  ? 

Answer.  I  have  heard  several  persons  speak  of  it.  I  heard  it  spoken  of  by  a  gentle- 
man from  Corinth  named  Lee.  I  heard  him  mention  it  casually  on  the  railroad  train, 
that  the  man  was  dying  when  he  left  home ;  that  was  the  13th  or  14th  of  July. 

Question.  Did  you  understand  that  these  parties  who  were  arrested  were  arrested 
under  a  warrant  from  the  United  States  commissioner  at  Oxford  ? 

Anstrer.  Yes,  sir;  I  understood  he  brought  down  a  lot  of  blank  warrants  to  fill  them 
up  as  he  thought  proper. 

Question.  You  heard  that  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  that  was  the  belief. 

Quesiiofi.  Who  stated  that  ? 

Answer.  Everybody  in  town  said  so.  Dr.  Bevel  told  me  that  he  believed  this  party 
had  blank  warrants.    Ho  waa  deputy  marshal. 

Qttesiion.  Is  Dr.  Bevel  a  democrat  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  he  is  a  democrat. 

Question.  When  you  said  that  everj'body  in  town  believed  it  you  did  not  mean  to 
say  that  the  colored  people  believed  it? 

^n^rer.  No,  sir;  I  do  not  know  whether  they  believed  it  or  not.  What  I  mean  to 
say  is  that  every  one  who  referred  to  the  matter  at  all  mentioned  that  fact. 

Question.  Did  you  ever  hear  the  fact  referred  to  bv  others  than  democrats  ? 

Answer,  I  do  not  remember  that  I  did.    -I  heard  Mi^or  Smith  say  that  he  objected 
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very  mach  to  the  troope  being  there ;  that  he  thoaght  it  was  very  oiiDeceaBary ;  that 
any  aiTests  could  have  beeu  made  without  the  troope.  I  beard  the  eherifi'  aay  that  he 
could  have  made  all  the  arreete  without  the  atmiBtaDce  of  apy  troops. 

Quattion.  Yon  spoke  of  a  druDken  sergeant  being  in  command  of  those  troops  ! 

Aneicer.  I  did  not  see  him  drunk  but  once ;  in  fact,  that  was  the  only  time  I  saw 
him.  He  was  then  saying  that  he  came  there  to  make  his  men  behave  themselves,  &c 
Several  of  the  soldiera  were  drunk,  and  the  sergeant  on  that  occasion  had  been  dnn£- 
iug 

Question,  Two  of  those  troops  were  accused  of  robbing  a  negro  of  $df 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Qaesiion,  And  they  were  arrested  by  the  mayor  of  the  town  7 

Anmcer,  Yes,  sir;  upon  the  affidavit  of  the  negro. 

Question.  Who  was  the  mayor  ? 

Answer,  His  name  is  Charles  B.  Ames;  he  is  a  republican. 

Question,  And  the  deputy  marshal  directed  the  release  of  one  of  the  soldiers  f 

Answer.  There  were  two  soldiers  concerned  in  the  aflair,  but  I  think  only  one  of 
them  robbed  the  man.  The  deputy  marshal  directed  the  release  of  the  man  who  com- 
mitted the  robbery.  He  was  released  and  sent  on  to  OxtoixL  lie  wais  sent  on  tiiat 
night  to  Oxford  with  a  bevy  of  those  prisoners. 

Question.  Has  he  been  indicted  since  f 

Answer.  Not  that  I  know  of. 

Question,  What  was  that  officer's  name  f 

Anstcer.  I  think  bis  name  is  McMnllm  or  McMillen.  He  was  an  officer  sent  down 
^lere  from  the  court ;  he  was  the  deputv  who  had  come  down  with  the  troops. 

Question,  This McMuUin  was  arrested! 

Answer,  Yes,  sir;  he  was  arrested  next  morning. 

Question,  And  held  on  bail  for  his  appearance  at  the  circnit  court  f 

Answer,  He  was  arrested  by  the  city  marshal,  under  a  writ  of  the  mayor,  aad 
brought  before  the  mayor  for  trial.    Refusing  to  give  bonds,  he  was  placed  in  jail 

Question,  Bonds  for  his  appearance  at  the  United  States  circuit  court  f 

An&wer.  No,  sir;  it  was  an  offense  against  the  State  laws;  he  was  to  appear  at  the 
circuit  court  to  be  held  in  Noxubee  County,  which  is  now  being  held. 

Questi&n,  Do  you  know  Mr.  Reed  f 

Anmver.  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Was  he  a  man  of  good  standing  before  he  acted  as  depnty  marshal  f 

Answer.  Well,  sir,  be  has  as  much  standing  now  as  he  had  then.  Bejng  depntr 
marshal  never  interferinl  with  his  standing.  Reed  is  a  man  who  has  always  b««Q 
under  some  grounds  of  suspicion  there,  though  some  citizens  like  him  very  well.  H<^ 
was  the  party  I  mentioned  as  having  been  tried  lor  robbing  the  express.  He  bai 
always  been  under  suspicion  in  reference  to  that. 

Quesfimi,  Was  he  not  acquitted  of  that  charge  T 

Answer.  I  said  that  he  was  relieved  from  it;  that  he  was  not  convicted. 

Question.  You  say  he  took  a  negro  in  his  parlor,  drank  with  him,  and  told  him  he 
would  give  him  $500  if  he  would  disclose  who  it  was  that  killed  the  negro  near  8agir 
Lock. 

Anstcer.  That  is  what  Mr.  Stanton  Field  told  me  the  negro  said. 

Question,  Mr.  Field  told  you  that  the  negro  told  him  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  *I  have  never  conversed  with  Reed  or  the  negro  about  it.  I  do  not 
know  the  negro. 

Question.  It  is  your  opinion  that  these  arrests  recently  made  by  the  United  Stat«s 
authorities,  of  persons  nJIeged  to  have  been  engaged  in  these  Ku-Klnx  outrages,  ^tn 
for  the  purpose  of  influencing  your  elections  in  the  coming  November ;  that  rrally 
there  was  no  guilt  attaching  to  those  persons ;  that  the  offenses  tor  which  they  h:iv« 
been  arrested  never  in  reality  occurred  ? 

Answer.  My  impression  is  this :  I  do  not  believe  that  those  arrests  ever  woald  have 
taken  place  but  tor  the  large  rewards  which  were  offered,  and  for*  the  further  purpo»» 
of  bringing  about  an  efl'ect  upon  the  elections  which  are  to  take  place  this  £alL 

Qttestion.  But  if  the  crimes  were  actually  committed  by  the  parties,  they  ought  to 
have  been  arrested,  ought  they  not  f 

Anstcer.  By  all  means,  if  they  committed  the  crimes;  but  that  is  the  question  which 
we  doubt.  A  majority  of  the  people  of  that  country  believe,  as  I  do,  tnat  there  u  do 
organized  band. 

(^ttesticn.  What  does  it  matter  whether  there  is  an  organised  band  or  not,  if  the  par* 
ties  have  committed  the  murders  f 
Answer,  But  it  is  to  be  proved  whether  they  did  commit  them. 
Question,  You  say  that  no  parties  had  been  arrested  by  the  State  authorities,  tboa^ 
murders  had  been  committ'Od  f 

Anstcer,  The  State  authorities  had  tried  to  investigate,  but  could  not  find  cot  who 
committed  them. 

Question,  They  found  out  nobody  T 
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Ansver.  No,  sir ;  there  doubtless  were  murdeTS  oommitted  in  one  or  two  oases,  as  I 
havo  mcotiotied,  and  by  disgnised  men. 

QufsHon.  Do  yon  say  that  you  think  every. citizen  in  your  county  is  disposed  to  abide 
by  the  law — is  law-abiding  f 

^ii«irer.  I  do  not  say  every  citizen  ;  I  say  the  citizens  senerally,  though  I  think  that 
it  might  be  affirmed  of  every  citizen  as  much  as  it  could  in  any  county  in  our  State, 
or  in  any  of  the  States  of  New  England,  or  anywhere  el8e.  I  think  that  the  people 
are  exceedingly  anxious  to  comply  with  the  law — to  build  themselves  up  again,  and  to 
avoid  all  suspicion  of  hatred  toward  the  Govemmeut ;  but  they  do  protest  against 
being  ruled  over  bv  a  set  of  carpet-baggers — by  the  ignorant  creatures  who  are  uow 
in  power.  A  remark  was  made  the  other  day  by  some  citizens  of  our  country  that 
they  would  even  be  willing  to  vote  the  republican  ticket  if  that  party  would  put  up 
good  men ;  in  other  words,  if  they  would  discard  the  ignorant  negroes,  for  inntunce, 
whom  they  have  been  sending  to  the  legislature,  and  put  good  men  there.  For  exam- 
ple, there  is  Lieutenant  Governor  Powers.  He  is  highly  respected.  Although  he  is  a 
carpet-bagger,  he  has  never  descended  to  do  those  various  little  mattexbof  which  many 
of  the  carpet-baggers  are  guilt  v. 

Qneation,  You  think  that  in  the  section  of  country  about  which  we  have  been  speak- 
ing there  are  as  few  persons  who  are  not  law-abiding  as  there  are  in  any  of  the  coun- 
ties of  Mississippi,  or  even  in  the  New  England  States  7 

Angicer.  I  do  think  so. 

Question,  Yon  think  the  country  there  is  as  quiet  and  orderly  and  law-abiding 

Answer.  No,  sir;  I  do  not  say  it  is  as  quiet ;  but  I  say  that  I  believe  the  white  citi- 
zens of  that  country  are  as  law-abiding,  as  anxious  to  preserve  peace  and  order,  and 
do,  so  far  as  they  are  concerned,  observe  it  as  well  as  the  citizens  in  any  other  por- 
tion of  the  United  Statt^s. 

Question.  Do  you  apply  that  remark  to  the  county  of  Winston  as  well  as  the  county 
in  which  you  reside  f 

Answer,  Well,  I  do  not  know  so  much  about  the  county  of  Wiiiston ;  I  would  not  say 
it  as  strongly  about  Wiuhton  as  in  respect  to  my  own  county,  for  two  or  three  resisons. 
In  the  first  place,  it  is  not  so  intelligent  a  county  as  a  mass ;  and,  in  the  second  place, 
it  has  not  so  large  an  amount  of  property. 

Question,  You  spoke  of  the  taxes  of  your  county  being  $90,000  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  think  that  is  the  amount  of  the  assessment.  I  do  not  know  that 
I  stated  the  rate  of  tax  altogether  correctly,  but  I  know  that  I  stated  the  amount  cor- 
rectly—that it  is  about  $89,000— in  round  numbers  $90,000. 

Question,  Do  you  thiak  that  that  is  four  per  cent,  on  the  value  of  the  property  in  the 
county  t 

Answer.  I  think  that  the  taxes  are  fully  four  per  cent,  upon  the  lands,  the  mules,  &c., 
that  are  worked. 

Question.  But  yon  stated  that  the  law  required  so  much  percentage  of  tax  upon  this 
and  HO  much  on  that,  and  that  all  adde<l  together  amounted  to  about  fonr  per  cunt,  f 

Ansirer.  Well,  the  State  tax  is  one-half  of  one  per  cent.;  then  the  county  can  levy  one 
hundred  per  cent,  on  that ;  then  for  special  purposes  the  county  can  levy  not  exceeding 
one-half  of  one  per  cent. ;  theu  the  scliool  tax  comes  in,  and  can  be  levied  to  the  extent 
of  about  one  and  one-half  per  cent 

Question,  Has  tax  been  levied  in  the  aggregate  to  the  extent  of  four  per  cent,  f 

Answer.  I  cannot  tell  yon  exactly  the  estimate  ot  the  value  of  property  iu  our  county. 
The  assessment  is  about  $90,000 ;  and  1  kuow  one  thing  very  well,  that  the  taxes  amount 
to  about  twenty  per  cent,  or  more  upou  the  income  of  the  property-holders.  For  in- 
stance, we  make  about  1*2,000  bales  or  cotton  in  that  county.  The  negroes  get  one-half 
of  it.  I  do  not  mean  that  in  all  cases  that  is  their  specified  share  ;  but,  whatever  the 
arrangement  made,  their  share  conies  out  about  one-half.  For  instance,  I  will  give  my 
negroes  the  choice  of  one-half  the  crop,  they  feeding  themselves,  or  one-quarter  of  the 
crop,  I  feeding  them  and  their  mules.  We  estimate  that  the  support  which  we  thus 
furnish  is  equal  te  fully  one-quarter,  so  that  their  share  is  about  one-half.  This  year 
I  •am  rentine  mv  lands  for  less  than  one-hall 

Question,  Is  there  no  tax  on  merchants  f 

Answer,  Yee,  sir ;  there  is  some  tax  on  merchants. 

Qu^mKon,  Is  there  a  tax  on  money  invested  f 

Answer,  Y^,  sir ;  there  is  a  tax ;  but  I  do  not  think  there  is  much  money  invested 
for  the  tax  to  be  levied  upon. 

Question.  Is  there  a  tax  on  town  property  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Is  there  a  tax  on  the  sale  of  ardent  spirits  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  the  tax  is  pretty  heavy  upon  that. 

Question.  These  taxes  are  all  embraced  in  the  $90,000  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  When  you  were  reckoning  the  percentage  of  taxation  which  $90,000  amounted 
to,  you  reckoned  as  though  the  whole  of  that  sum  had  to  be  paid  out  of  the  cotton 
ciopf 
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An$wrr.  Well,  I  think  the. whole  of  the  $^,000  ilom  ultimately  come  ont  of  the  cot- 
ton rro)i,  l>ecaii>te  that  in  the  only  moneyeil  crop  we  have  in  the  country.  What  i  mtaa 
IB.  that  the  eottun  crop  miHtains  the  whole  conimaniiy. 

(Jnetttiotu  Doe«the  cotton  crop  ftastaiu  the  tax  on  whisky? 

AuMirer.  What  I  mean  18.  that  if  the  income  of  the  cotton  is  a  million  of  dollan.  all 
that  money  comin;^  into  the  conn  try  comes  fioui  cotton;  though  a  portion  of  it  uurU* 
gotten  by  the  whinky-meu,  it  corner  ultimately  from  cotton.  The  tax  on  cotton,  how- 
ever. \h  very  much  lighter  than  it  was.  You  know  we  paid,  until  recently,  a  tax  to  the 
United  States  Government. 

Qnt-Mtion.  Yon  do  not  now  pay  any  Grovemment  tax  on  cotton  f 

Attincer.  No,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Blaik  : 

Quenfian.  Yon  do  not  pay  a  tax  to  the  dovemment  of  the  United  States,  but  do  joa 
not  puy  a  tax  on  cotton  to  the  State  government  f 

Aiwwer.  We  do  not  now;  we  did  last  year.  There  is  no  tax  now  upon  cotton 
directly. 

By  the  Chairmax,  (Mr.  Pool  :) 

Qnefttion.  1  suppose  some  persona  have  money  invested  in  United  States  bonds  and 
otherwise  f 

AriHwrr,  Well,  sir,  the  p<'ople  are  very  poor,  so  far  as  money  is  concerned ;  they  have 
none  to  invest;  they  have  lost  pretty  much  all  that  they  did. invest  in  working phtn- 
tat  ions. 

Quetftion.  This  $90,000  is  a  tax  levied  for  two  years? 

Anmcer.  O,  no,  sir. 

(^livmion.  Is  it  the  tax  levied  for  a  single  year  T 

Anmcer.  Ye»,  sir. 

Q  mat  ion.  What  is  the  population  of  your  county  t 

Auifkcer.  We  have  about  fonr  thousand  two  hundred  negro  voters,  in  round  nnm- 
bei*}*,  and  from  one  thonsantl  four  hundred  to  one  thousand  live  hundred  white 
voters.  Our  )iopuIation,  1  suppoH<%  is  not  less  than  iifteen  thousand  negroes  and  ei«rht 
or  nine  Ihcuisand  whites.  That  is  merely  a  rough  estimate.  I  think  the  population  of 
the  etmuty  i**  about  tweuty-tive  thousand  in  the  aggregate. 

QuenlioH,  You  said  that  you  saw  a  long'list  of  lands  to  be  sold  for  taxes? 

An  Hirer .  Yes,  sir. 

Qiu'Miion.  Yon  meant  advertised  to  be  sold  f 

Anttwer.  Yes,  sir. 

QiuHtion.  You  did  not  mean  that  they  had  actually  been  sold  T 

AnHwer.  No,  sir. 

Quention,  Have  you  known  of  any  land  being  sold  in  that  county  for  taxes? 

Ant/wer.  Very  often  ;  and  a  gieat  deal  will  lie  sold  this  year  for  tixes,  I  am  afraid. 

Question.  Have  you  known  of  any  sold  within  a  year? 

AitHwer.  No, sir;  but  1  will  explain  that  matter  to  you.  When  taxes  are  due  there  ia 
a  certain  ])eriod  within  which  they  may  l>e  paid;  after  that  period  an  addition  is  made 
to  the  amount  of  taxes  remaining  unpaid  up  Ut  a  certain  time ;  fifteen  per  cent.  i>«  addnl 
in  that  way.  At  the  expiration  of  the  time  for  paying  the  taxes  with  the  iH'rcentajce 
added,  the  sheriff  makes  up  a  list  of  lands  to  be  sold  withiu  thirtv  days  tor  nupaid 
taxes.  That  was  the  list  to  which  I  refeiTed — the  advertisement  of  certain  pieces  of 
land  to  1>e  sold  for  taxes. 

(partition.  The  land  would  be  sold  subject  to  redemption  ? 

Anificcr,  By  all  means.  It  is  simply  sold  for  the  taxes,  and  is  subject  to  redemption 
on  payment  of  the  taxes,  with  ten  per  cent,  or  something  of  that  kind  added. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 

Quenlwn.  That  has  always  been  your  law? 

Amwer.  Certainly,  that  has  always  been  the  case.  But  there  is  more  property 
advertised  now  than  there  has  ever  been  before.  The  difficulty  is  that,  though  we 
cannot  i»ay  the  tax  now  due,  we  shall  have  another  tax  to  pay  in  October. 

By  the  Chairman,  (Mr.  Pool:) 

Qnention.  You  did  not  mean  to  say  that  the  list  you  saw  was  a  list  of  lands  sold ;  it 
was  merely  a  list  of  lands  to  be  sold  f 

Amwer.  Yes,  sir;  but  I  reckon  they  are  sold  about  now. 

Qaention.  In  case  the  tax  was  not  paid  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  The  owners  had  a  right  to  go  and  redeem  the  lands  before  the  day 
of  sale,  by  paying  fifteen  per  cent,  additional ;  and  after  the  sale  they  can  redeem  the 
proi>erty  from  the  purchaser,  within  a  certain  period,  by  paying  him  a  profit  on  his 
money. 

Ques/toR.  That  is  ten  per  cent.  ? 

Anncer,  Yee,  air. 
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Question,  Ten  per  cent,  adilitional  on  the  tax  t 

Antnver,  No, sir;  ten  utr  cent,  on  the  amouut  of  the  purchase-money.  Suppose  my 
laiidH  are  put  up  and  soul,  anil  you  buy  them ;  if  I  redeem  them  within  a  specified  time 
you  ai'e  eu titled  to  ten  per  cent,  on  whatever  yoa  paitl. 

Question.  But  the  sheriff  can  sell  no  more  land  than  enough  to  pay  the  taxf 

Aiitfirer.  No,  sir.  If,  for  instance,  I  own  a  thousand  acres  of  land  on  which  taxes  are 
nnpnid.  one-eighth  of  it,  perhaps,  may  bring  enough  to  pay  the  tax.  By  that  sale  the 
tax  on  my  property  is  paid,  and  the  eighth  that  is  sold  belongs  to  the  pit^chaser,  sub- 
ject to  redemption. 

Qiustion.  Then  the  ten  per  cent,  additional  paid  to  redeem  the  land  is  only  ten  per 
cent,  on  the  amount  of  the  taxf 

Justrer.  That  is  all.  Whenever  a  man  bids  to  the  extent  of  the  tax  the  land  is 
knocked  down  to  him. 

Question,  What  was  the  remark  you  made  about  Mi\)or  Holman  t 

Jnswer.  1  merely  remarked  that  he  had  been  a  member  of  Sheridan's  staff;  that  he 
is  now  a  citizen  of  our  county,  and  is  very  much  liked— is  highly  respected  and 
esteemetl. 

Question,  Is  he  a  democrat  T 

Attswer.  No,  sir,  I  do  not  know  that  he  is,  and  I  do  not  know  that  he  is  a  republican. 
I  do  not  think  he  has  ever  interfereil  in  politics  in  any  way. 

Question.  You  spoke  of  the  whipping  of  a  negro  woman  at  Mr.  Hinton's  place,  and 
you  said  it  was  rather  a  jest  or  a  frolic  T 

Answer,  1  did  not  remark  that  it  was  a  lest  or  a  frolic.  I  said  that  some  parties,  I 
nnflerstoofl,  had  gone  in  di(i>guise  after  this  old  bachelor,  and  had  stnuk  this  woman 
two  or  three  licks,  perhaps,  (1  heard  that  it  was  really  not  a  whipping ;  that  was  the 
impression  in  the  neighborboo<l,)  and  that  they  merely  told  Hinton  that  if  he  did  not 
quit  living  in  that  way  with  the  woman  they  would  come  after  him.  I  suppose  that 
it  was  a  mere  matter  of  neighborhood  adjustment.  It  may  have  been  a  sort  of  a  little 
frolic  with  some  of  the  parties.  I  have  known  such  thiugs  to  be  done  in  the  days  of 
slnveiy.  In  many  instances  where  parties  have  been  living  in  that  way,  in  inter- 
course with  women,  the  connection  has  been  broken  up. 

Question.  In  your  testimony  in  regard  to  Mr.  Taliaferro  as  not  being  worthy  of  belief, 
you  referred  to  Mr.  Dismukes  as  not  being  a  prosecuting  officer.  Was  he  not  a  United 
States  commissioner  T 

Answer,  I  stated  that  he  was  a  United  States  commissioner  to  administer  oaths.  The 
question  was  put  to  me  whether  he  was  the  prosecuting  attorney,  and  I  said,  *'  No.'' 

Question,  I  will  read  tlie  testimony  of  Mr.  Taliaferro  on  this  point : 

"  Question,  Is  there  a  prosecuting  officer  for  your  county  f 

*' JnstrCT-.  Yes,  sir. 

"  Quesfion,  Who  is  he  t 

'^Anoicer.  Mr.  Dismukes. 

*^  Question,  By  whom  was  he  appointed  f 

"  J iMrtffr.  Bv  Governor  Alcorn. 

"  Question,  Is  be  a  republican  f 

**  Answer,  Well,  it  is  hard  to  tell  what  he  is. 

**  Question,  Does  he  call  himself  a  republican  f 

**  Answer,  He  does  now,  I  think." 

Answer,  He  has  never  been  prosecuting  attorney.  He  never  Bas  received  any  ap- 
pointment from  Alcorn  for  that  county. 

QuejttioH.  You  still  assume  that  Mr.  Taliaferro  said  that  Dismukes  was  the  prosecuting 
attorney.  He  does  not  say  that ;  he  says  that  Mr.  Dismukes  was  the  *'  pros«icuting 
officer."    Is  Mr.  Dismukes  an  attorney  at  all  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  but  he  has  never  been  a  prosecuting  officer  of  any  sort. 

Question.  Has  Dismukes  the  right  to  issue  warrants  against  men  chfirged  with  these 
Kn-Klux  offenses  T 

Answer,  No,  sir,  I*  think  not.  I  think  the  duties  of  his  office  extend  only  to  the 
adniiuistering  of  oaths  in  United  States  court  matters.  The  only  time  I  ever  saw  him 
acting  officially  was  when  they  were  taking  some  affidavits  in  some  cotton  claims. 
The  depositions  were  taken  before  him. 

Question,  Did  he  ever  appear  as  a  prosecutor  in  any  of  those  Ku  Klnx  cases  f 

Answer,  Never.  We  have  never  had  any  Ku-Klux  cases  up  there;  we  have  never 
tried  anybody  for  Ku-Kluxism. 

Question.  There  were  no  warrants  issued  by  him  t 

Answer,  None  whatever. 

Question,  He  is  nothing,  then,  but  a  United  States  commissioner  t 

Answer,  Nothing  but  a  United  States  commissioner  and  an  attorney.  He  has  a  pretty 
extensive  practice  there.  He  is  a  democrat.  There  is  another  point  in  which  I  might 
correct  Mr.  Taliaferro's  testimony.  In  one  of  the  extracts  which  General  Blair  read 
to  me,  Taliaferro  says  there  was  a  public  road  by  his  house.  That  is  a  small  matter, 
but  he  is  mistaken  on  that  point. 
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Question,  Did  yoa  mean  to  state  that  you  know  that  Mr.  Taliaferro  was  not  som- 
moiiecl  to  appear  at  Oxford  f 

JMwer,  No,  sir,  I  did  not  say  so.  I  expect  he  was  summoned;  but  I  stated  that  I 
believed  he  voliiuteered  his  services  to  go  there. 

Question.  That  he  went  there  of  his  own  accord  T 

Answer.  Aft«r  he  was  summoned  it  could  not  be  said  perhaps  that  he  went  thereof 
his  own  accord  ;  but  the  idea  1  intende<l  to  convey  was  that  he  gave  sufficient  iufor- 
matiou  to  get  himself  summoned ;  that  was  the  belief,  that  he  went  there  a  willing 
witness. 

Question.  Why  do  you  think  so  f 

Anskter.  Because  I  thiuk  he  wanted  to  bring  up  testimony  ibr  the  purpose  of  making 
money  out  of  the  cases. 

Qaestjon.  Have  you  any  evidence  of  that  t 

Answer,  None,  except  that  I  believe  he  ia  scoundrel  enough  to  do  it.  I  beheve  be  is 
a  bad  man. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question,  You  mean  he  wanted  to  get  some  of  the  reward  which  had  been  offemi! 

Answer,  That  is  what  he  was  after.  It  is  my  firm  belief  that  he  and  Wissler  and 
Reed  are  all  mixed  up  together  for  the  purpose  of  working  this  thing  up  into  t(«ii- 
mony  to  c<mvict  parties  in  order  to  recover  $5,000,  or  whatever  else  they  may  get. 
That  is  my  impi*ession. 

By  the  Chairman,  (Mr.  P<K)l  :) 

Qiu'stion,  You  think  there  was  no  necessity  whatever  in  that  section  of  the  coantry 
for  the  making  of  those  arresta  t    . 

Answer.  1  do  not  believe  there  was  any  necessity  for  the  arrest  of  those  parties.  I 
do  not  know  whether  any  of  them  belonged  to  the  Ku-Klux,  but  I  do  not  think  tbere 
was  any  necessity  for  tlie*  arrests.  There  had  been  no  recent  disturbances  that  I  recol- 
lect of  in  that  particular  neighborhood. 

Question.  You  think  there  was  no  need  of  the  interference  of  the  civil  avthorities  of 
the  country  for  the  purpose  of  making  arrests  in  that  section  f 

Answer,  No,  sir;  not  unless  they  could  find  the  parties  who  had  committed  soiueof 
'41ie  uiurdei-s  you  spoke  of. 

Question,  Why  do  you  suppose  that  they  have  not  found  some  of  them  and  carried 
them  to  Oxtonl  T    Why  do  you  suppose  that  the  men  arrested  are  not  guilty  f 

Answer,  I  will  give  you  my  reason,  and  I  think  it  is  a  substantial  one.  If  a  man.oa 
an  investigation  before  a  United  States  court,  had  ni>peared  to  be  guilty  of  murder,  be 
would  not  be  set  at  liberty  without  giving  bonds,  or  on  giving  bomis  in  only  a  nnuiU 
amount.  1  have  very  seldom  known  a  murderer  to  be  let  ofi'  on  an  onlinary  bond.  I 
at^sume  that  if  a  guod  case  had  been  made  out  against  any  of  those  parties,  they  would 
not  hjive  been  merely  bound  over  to  appear  before  the  United  States  court.  J  mean  to 
say  that  if  the  grand  jury  had  positively  convict4».d  Triplet,  Doss,  or  any  of  \h»e 
parties,  of  committing  any  of  these  murders,  they  never  would  have  turned  them  loose 
on  a  nominal  bond. 

Question.  Do  you  say  that  these  parties  were  turned  loose  on  nominal  bonds  f 

Answer.  When  I  say  nominal  bonds,  I  mean  that  the  amounts  were  small,  though  the 
bond8  were  good. 

Question,  Were  all  of  them  turned  loose  in  that  way  T 

Annwer.  I  do  not  know.  Triplet's  case  had  not  been  decided  when  I  left  home.  I 
think  that  he  was  allowed  to  return  home,  but  1  believe  a  larger  bond  was  re<^uired  of 
him  than  of  any  other  man. 

Question.  Do  you  recollect  the  amount  of  the  bond  f 

Answer,  No,  sir;  I  do  not. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question,  In  your  State  are  parties  indicted  for  murder  allowed  to  go  at  large  on 
giving  bail  7 

Answer.  Well,  I  have  known  bail  to  be  given  in  murder  cases  ;  but  the  bonds  were 
in  very  large  amounts. 

Question,  Have  you  known  that  to  be  done  in  the  United  States  courts  f 

Ansu^tr,  1  am  speaking  of  the  circuit  court. 

Question.  I  am  speaking  of  the  United  States  court  where  these  parties  are  indicted. 
Have  you  over  known  a  man  indicted  for  murder  in  the  United  States  ooort  to  be  let 
out  on  bail  f 

Answer.  I  never  have. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 
Question.  Do  you  know  that  these  men  were  indicted  for  murder  f 
Answer.  1  do  not  know  that.    Hence  I  say  that  there  was  no  necessity  for  the  arrest 
The  parties  were  carried  up  there  to  be  tried  as  Ku-Klux. 
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Bj  the  Chairman,  (Mr.  Pool  :) 

Qiugtian,  Did  you  ever  hear,  before  this  affair,  of  any  man  being  indicted  for  murder 
in  the  United  States  court  f 

Aturwer,  No,  sir ;  such  cases  are  generally  tried  in  our  circuit  court.  All  these  parties 
came  back  in  great  glee ;  said  that  they  bad  been  put  under  bonds  to  appear  at  court, 
and  they  were  going  back  to  answer.  When  arrested  they  went  very  willingly ;  that 
is,  thcy'did  not  require  any  force  to  make  them  go;  they  went  on  very  good  terms  with 
thi*  Hoidiers.  There  was  no  bitterness  and  no  apprehension  on  their  part  or  on  the  part 
of  the  soldiers. 

Question,  Do  yon  know  more  than  one  Madison  Brooks  in  your  county  f 

Answer,  There  is  none  in  my  couuty. 

Qvtestion,  Do  you  know  more  than  one  Madison  Brooks  anywhere  in  that  country  f 

Jnsicer.  No,  sir.  There  is  but  one  Madison  Brooks  in  that  country.  He  is  a  brother- 
iu-law  of  mine— a  very  large  manufacturer.  He  has  a  cotton  mill  which  cost  him  more 
than  $200,000,  and  is  attending  to  that. 

Question.  Do  you  understand  that  Mr.  Taliaferro  referred  to  that  man  when  he  spoke 
of  Madison  Brooks  T 

Anmcer,  I  do  not  know  whom  else  he  could  have  referred  to.  He  mentions  two  or 
three  other  persons  named  Brooks — all  of  that  name  that  I  can  think  of.  He  mentions 
Harding  Brooks,  a  nephew  of  Madison  Brooks. 

Question,  Mr.  Taliaferro  said  there  were  no  free  schools  before  the  passage  of  the 
recent  bill ;  I  did  not  understand  him  to  say  that  there  had  been  no  free  schools  up  to 
the  time  when  he  was  testifying.  Is  it  a  fact  that*there  were  no  free  schools  in  that 
county  before  the  passage  oi  the  recent  bill  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir;  we  had  free  schools  there  under  the  old  sixteenth  section  act. 
Every  sixteenth  section  of  land  in  the  State  was  gi^anted  by  the  United  States  for  free 
schools.  Those  schools  have  not  been  reestablished  since  the  war,  either  for  white  or 
black. 

Question.  Then  really  there  were  no  free  schools  f 

Answer,  There  were  no  free  schools  until  the  present  bill  went  into  operation.  Every 
plantation,  however,  of  any  magnitude  had  schools. 

Question.  They  were  not  free  schools  f 

Anewer.  We  had  no  free  schools. 

Question.  Then  Taliaferro  was  correct  when  he  said  there  had  been  no  free  schools 
there  until  the  passage  of  that  bill? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question,  Did  the  planters  who  established  schools  upon  their  places  charge  the 
negroes  with  the  expense  of  maintaining  those  schools  f 

Answer,  They  would  say  to  a  teacher,  **  Come  here  upon  my  plantation,  and  these 
negroes  will  pay  you  so  much  a  month  for  teaching  them.''  The  customary  charge  was 
hau  a  dollar  a  month  for  night  scholars  and  a  dollar  a  month  for  day  scholars.  The 
planters  would  generally  say  to  the  teacher,  ^^  We  will  see  that  you  are  paid ; "  but  the 
negro  in  the  first  instance  was  the  party  who  was  to  pay  it. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  ; 
Question.  You  had  no  free-school  system  f 
Answer.  No  free-school  system. 

By  the  Chairman,  (Mr.  Pool:) 

Question.  You  paid  the  teacher  out  of  the  wages  of  the  negroes  working  on  your 
plantation  T 

Answer.  I  ought  to  have  done  it,  but  at  the  end  of  the  year  they  owed  me  a  great 
deal  more  than  the  amount  that  the  schooling  cost. 

Question.  But  that  was  the  bargain  f 

Answer,  Yes;  that  was  the  bargain.  I  did  not  propose  to  educate  their  children  for 
them  without  charge. 

Question.  And  when  you  told  the  teacher  that  yon  would  see  him  paid  yon  meant 
that  you  would  see  him  paid  out  of  the  negroes'  wages  f 

Answer.  1  went  their  security. 

Question.  Then  that  was  not  a  free  school  t 

Answer.  No,  sir.  There  was  no  free-school  system  in  the  country,  because  there  was 
no  law  providing  for  it. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 

Question,  I  understood  yon  to  say  that  you  had  heard  of  whippings  and  similar  out- 
rages committed  by  disguised  men  in  your  portion  of  the  State,  but  that  you  did  not 
think  any  organization  existed  t 

Answer.  That  is  what  I  stated. 
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Question.  I  think  yoa  meDfioiied  at  first  that  yon  did  not  think  there  was  a  State 
organ  izatioo  f 

Answer.  1  do  not  think  there  is  any,  either  State  or  connty,  or  any  other;  I  mean 
that  there  is  no  system  of  organization. 

Question.  No  commnnication  from  one  connty  to  another  f 

Ausirer.  What  I  mean  is  that  one  neighborhood  has  no  arrangement  for  assistanee 
and  cooperation  with  another  neighborhood,  and  all  that  sort  of  thing,  either  as  to 
neighborhoods,  counties,  or  States. 

Question.  The  prisoner  whom  Mr.  Bridges  was  holding  was,  yon  state,  confined  by 
him  in  a  cabin  f 

Answer.  In  a  cabin  near  his  honse. 

Question.  Do  yon  know  what  distance  the  cabin  was  fiom  the  house  f 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Did  yon  ever  hear  that  that  particular  cabin  had  been  nsed  as  a  school- 
house  f 

Answer.  I  never  did.  I  do  not  even  know  that  there  ever  was  a  school  upon  his 
premises. 

Question,  If  it  had  been  so  nsed,  it  wonld  probably  have  been  some  little  distanee 
from  his  house  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  it  would  have  been  some  little  distance.  The  impressnon  mads 
npon  my  mind  was  that  it  was  right  at^acent  to  his  house — right  up  at  it. 

Question.  Somewhere  in  the  yard  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Do  you  remember  the  day  of  the  week  upon  which  these  colored  men  came 
to  Bridges'  honse  with  their  amis  f 

Answer.  1  do  not  remember  tiie  day  of  the  week. 

Question.  Was  it  not  Sunday  night  f 

Answer.  I  cannot  tell  you ;  1  do  not  remember  what  day  it  was. 

Question.  Did  you  hear  that  during  the  day  these  colored  men  had  been  out  in  the 
neighborhood  searching  the  swamps,  die,  along  the  river  trying  to  find  what  had  be- 
come of  that  prisoner,  and  that  they  had  taken  their  guns  as  they  were  traveiiug 
through  the  woods  and  similar  places  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir;  I  never  heard  that;  the  only  thing  1  heard  abont  their  tryiugto 
hunt  the  negro,  was  when  the  body  of  the  negro  allegetl  to  have  been  drowned  irom 
a  steamlK>at  was  found. 

Question.  For  what  were  those  negroes  who  came  up  to  Bridges'  house  indicted  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  remember;  tho^  were  indicted  perhaps  for  assault  and  battery. 

Question.  Was  that  the  charge,  or  was  it  inciting  a  riot  f 

Answer.  I  think  the  charge  was  assault  and  battery  upon  an  officer. 

Question.  Have  yon  heard  it  rumored  through  the  neigborhood  that  a  good  many  of 
thone  colored  men  had  been  out  looking  round  to  find  this  prisoner  who  was  alleged  to 
have  escafied  f 

Ansirer.  I  have  not  heard  it. 

Question,  You  said  that  arrests  were  made  for  political  effect  f 

Answer.  I  said  that  was  my  impi^ession. 

Question,  To  what  arrests  had  you  reference  f 

Answer.  I  referred  to  the  arrest  of  those  parties  who  were  carried  to  Oxford  as  Ka- 
Klux  ;  I  said  1  believed  those  arrests  were  for  a  two-fold  purpose :  first,  to  gain  the  re- 
wards ;  and  secondly,  to  help  create  political  excitement  and  prejudice  in  mvor  of  the 
republican  party. 

Question.  The  political  advantage,  then,  to  be  derived  was  supposed  to  be  in  £ivor  o( 
the  republican  party  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  What  number  of  republican  voters  have  you  in  your  connty  f 

Ansicer.  Abont  four  thousand  two  hundred,  I  think. 

Question.  How  many  democratic  voters  f 

Answer.  One  thousand  four  hundred  ;  a  great  many  of  the  negroes  say  that  they  an 
dem<x:rats,  but  I  know  they  always  vote  with  the  Loyal  League. 

Question.  You  have  nearly  three  republican  votes  to  every  democratic  vjote  t 

Answer.  Nearly  three. 

Question.  Under  those  circumstances  what  possible  advantage  could  the  republican 
party  derive  from  any  political  excitement  manufactured  in  the  manner  stated.  With 
a  majority  of  three  to  one,  what  necessity  was  there  for  the  republican  party  to  resort 
to  any  such  thing? 

Answer.  1  think  I  can  answer  that.  The  advantage  to  be  derived  was  this :  just  before 
every  election  we  have  had«  especially  in  those  counties  with  large  negro  populatiops, 
troubles  and  annoyances.  We  have  bad  much  more  tronble  in  the  large  negro  conntiM 
than  we  have  had  in  those  counties  where  the  white  vote  predominates.  The  r*asou  of 
such  a  thing  in  onr  county  was  to  prevent  the  one  thousand  fonr  hundred  democrats 
from  infinencing  the  negroes,  and  to  organize  the  negroes  to  vote  as  a  solid  body  the 
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repablican  ticket.  The  republicans  are  afraid  of  the  inflaence  of  the  democrats  upon 
the  negroes ;  a  great  many  of  the  negroes,  if  let  alone,  would  vote  the  deuiocratio 
ticlcet ;  I  am  satistied  of  that ;  but  ihey  are  bound  up  in  their  Leagues  These  things  are 
started— public  speakings,  &c.,  are  held — to  create  an  excit-emeut  in  order  to  organ- 
ize the  uegroes.  1  believe  that,  if  we  had  a  straight-out,  flat-footed,  square-toed  can- 
vass upon  the  merits  of  the  two  parties,  a  great  many  of  the  uegroes  would  go  to  the 
polls  ancl  vote  the  democratic  ticket.  ^ 

Question,  But  how  would  the  fact  of  the  marshal  making  arrest-s  of  parties  charged 
with  whipping  or  otherwise  mistreating  some  of  the  colored  people,  prevent  the  coiored 
men  from  voting  the  democratic  ticket  f 

Ati8icer.  I  will  tell  you  the  truth  in  respect  to  that.  Upon  my  plantation  the  negroes 
I  believe  have  as  much  confidence  in  me  as  they  have  in  any  southern  white  man;  I 
have  a  great  many  of  my  old  slaves  still  with  me 

Question,  When  yoa  speak  ol  the  confidence  of  the  negroes  in  you,  do  you  mean  the 
confidence  that  they  have  in  you  in  all  matters  of  business  or  private  transactious,  or 
do  you  speak  of  confidence  which  they  give  you  as  to  your  political  belief  aud  political 
policy  ? 

Answer,  They  have  great  confidence  in  me.  But  if  I  were  to  tell  any  negro  on  my 
place  to  do  anything  in  reference  to  any  matter  of  policy,  and  if  a  man  were  to  come 
along  with  a  biae  coat  on,  though  he  might  be  a  mere  vagrant  in  tbe country,  the  uegro 
would  believe  him  quicker  than  he  would  me ;  aud  be  would  do  so  under  the  teachings 
of  the  Loyal  League.  The  negro  down  there  is  taught  that  if  he  over  votes  the  dem- 
ocratic ticket  he  will  be  put  back  in  slavery.  He  is  lurthei-more  taught  that  he  must 
never  make  a  friend  of  the  white  man. 

Queftion,  Taught  by  whom  f 

Answer.  By  those  carpet-baggers  who  come  into  that  country. 

Question,  Do  they  make  the  negroes  believe  that  f 

Answer.  They  do  make  them  believe  it. 

Question,  Then  where  is  the  confidence  that  you  said  your  negroes  have  in  you  f 

Anmrer.  I  said  they  have  great  confidence  in  me;  but  whenever  those  influences  are 
brought  to  bear  they  always  go  that  way. 

Question.  Then  they  have  not  confidence  in  your  political  views  and  political  policy  f 

Answer.  0»  no,  sir;  the  Yankee  carpet-bagger  has  much  more  of  their  confidence  in 
that  respect  than  I  have.  If  the  negro  wants  a  favor  done,  if  he  is  in  any  situation 
where  he  must  rely  upon  the  honesty  of  a  man,  he  will  come  to  me  or  others  like  me; 
but  when  it  comes  to  political  questions  the  Yankee  controls  him,  because  the  Yankee 
has  taught  him  to  believe  that  in  such  matters  he  must  rely  upon  him  and  not  upon  the 
southern  man. 

Question.  Do  you  suppose  that  men  of  the  class  you  have  described,  men  without 
character  or  standing  and  having  scarcely  any  personal  acquaintance  with  the  negroes, 
could  come  in  and  produce  this  great  change  in  their  minds  unless  there  were  somehow 
involved  in  the  matter  the  personal  and  civil  and  political  rights  of  the  negro  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  because  they  are  lied  to;  they  are  told  they  will  be  put  back  into 
slaveiy  if  the  democratic  party  gets  into  power. 

Question.  And  they  believe  the  lie  t 

Answer,  Yes,  sir  ;  they  believe  the  lie.    They  are  ignorant  creatures. 

Question,  When  you  were  speaking  of  the  character  of  the  officers  in  your  section  of 
the  State  you  spoke  of  your  circuit  Judge  as  a  roan  of  good  character  t 

Answer.  He  is  a  personal  friend  of  mine  ;  a  clever  and  high-toned  gentleman  and  an 
intellectual  lawyer.  He  was  in  former  times  a  member  of  the  Congress  of  the  United 
States.  It  is  not  to  men  of  that  class  that  I  refer.  If  he  were  a  candidate  to-morrow, 
I  would  not  have  the  slightest  objection  to  voting  for  him  ;  and  there  are  hundreds  of 
his  class  that  we  are  delighted  with.  I  would  have  no  particular  objection  to  voting 
for  Governor  Alcorn :  but  1  have  an  objection  to  voting  tor  these  interlopers  who  have 
no  interest  in  our  State,  who  come  there  merely  to  pocket  the  emoluments  of  office 
and  to  prejudice  the  minds  of  the  negroes. 

Question.  Have  yon  a  large  number  of  that  class  in  your  State  f 

Anstcer.  We  have  a  good  many ;  we  have  four  or  five  in  our  county  that  exercise  con- 
trol in  that  way. 

Question.  You  were  speaking  in  reference  to  the  relation  of  the  two  races.  In  con- 
nection with  that  point  I  wish  to  ask  yon  whether  the  white  people  of  your  county 
are  generally  disposed  to  concede  to  the  negro  the  right  of  voting.  Do  they  heartily 
acquiesce  in  the  exercise  of  that  right  by  the  negro  t 

Ansirer.  By  all  means ;  we  all  acquiesce  in  it. 

Question,  Are  you  in  favor  of  colored  sufirage  T 

Answer,  We  acquiesce  in  it,  1  believe ;  and  we  do  so  a  little  more  thoroughly  per- 
haps than  some  of  the  repnblicans  whom  1  have  heard  express  themselves. 

Question,  Then  the  white  people  of  your  section  manifest  no  opposition  to  the 
Colored  men's  voting t 

Answer.  Never ;  and  the  negroes  have  never  been  forbidden  or  prevented  from  going 
to  the  polls. 
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Queafion,  If  the  matter  had-  been  left  to  them  would  the  white  people  of  jour  coia- 
munity  have  conferred  saffrage  npon  the  colored  meuf 

Answer.  I  do  not  lielieve  they  would  have  conferred  it  themselves  in  the  commeoe*- 
mentf  because  we  do  not  think  they  are  in  a  condition  to  be  voters ;  we  do  not  think 
them  sufficiently  intellif^ent. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Qiieation.  Do  you  believe  that  suffrage  would  have  been  conferred  upon  the  negroes 
by  the  republicans  if  they  had  not  expected  to  get  their  votes  f 

Atunver,  No,  sir.  General  Eggleston  himself,  who  was  the  cai*pet-bag  governor  of  oar 
State,  was  conversing  Vith  me  one  day,  when  I  pointed  out  to  him  a  negro  passing  by, 
who  represented  in  the  legislature  the  intelligent  county  of  Lowndes,  and  whom  1  had 
seen  sitting  that  day  in  the  speaker's  chair — a  negro  who  was  once  sold  out  of  jail, 
and  who,  when  I  was  a  merchant,  used  to  be  my  drayman.  I  said  to  General  £gglf!«- 
ton,  "  (General,  I  think  you  a^e  a  devilish  clever  man  of  your  sort,  and  a  mighty  t^ever 
man  of  any  sort ;  but,"  said  I,  pointing  to  that  negro,  **  there  is  a  job  that  yon  on«vht 
to  be  hung  for — the  putting  of  that  man  into  the  senate.  When  you  couferred  upon 
him  the  nght  to  vote  you  ought  to  have  stopped.^'  He  replied,  *'*  I  agree  with  yoa ; 
and  I  will  go  a  little  further,  I  do  not  think  he  ought  ever  to  have  had  the  right  t« 
vote."    I  want  it  understood  that  this  remark  of  mine  was  jocular. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 

Question.  Speaking  of  the  disabilities  imposed  upon  some  of  the  citizens  of  your 
State,  is  it  not  a  fact  that  your  legislature,  in  which  there  is  a  republican  majority, 
memorialized  Congress  to  remove  those  disabilities  from  all  citizens  in  the  State  of 
Mississippi? 

Answer,  I  think  it  did. 

Question,  And  jour  Senator,  Mr.  Sevels,  presented  the  memorial  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  So  that  both  parties  in  yoiu:  State  ore  in  favor  of  the  jemoval  of  political 
disabilities  f 

A.iswer,  Yes,  sir. 

QnesUon,  When  you  were  speaking  of  taxes,  I  understood  you  to  say  that  the  taxea 
were  collected  wholly  from  the  white  people.  You  meant,  I  suppose,  to  except  from 
that  remark  the  poll-tax  which  the  colored  people  pay  f 

Answer,  1  said,  "  Excepting  the  per  capita  or  poll  tax  of  |2." 

QuesiUm,  You  also  spoke  of  some  negroes  in  your  section  owning  quite  large  fiums  f 

Answer,  There  are  several  such. 

Question.  1  suppose  that  they  have  property  which  is  not  exempt  by  law  from  taxa- 
tion, and  upcm  this  surplus  thev  pay  tax  f 

Answer,  Well,  yes,  sir ;  but  there  are  only  two  or  three  in  that  county  owning  large 
farms.  A  great  many  oc  them  are  renting.  I  am  renting  to  a  negro,  who  rau)  1:^ 
acres  of  land. 

Qnestwn.  Is  not  the  tax  which  they  pay  as  burdensome  to  them  as  the  lax  which  Uie 
white  people  pay  is  to  them  f 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  because  I  pay  all  the  taxation  upon  the  land  which  I  rent  to  the 
negro ;  I  pay  the  taxation  upon  the  mules  that  he  works,  upon  the  hogs  that  he  cou- 
sumes  in  the  form  of  meat.    He  pays  no  t-ax  except  his  per  capita  tax. 

QuesHon.  Is  not  that  as  large  a  burden  for  him  as  your  tax  is  for  yon  t 

Answer.  No,  sir,  by  no  means,  because  he  gets  one-half  the  proceeds  of  all  that  ii 
raised  on  the  plantation.    He  pays  his  t^  tax  and  I  pay  my  $300  or  $400. 

Question,  He  pays  tax  on  whatever  he  has  that  is  taxable  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  but,  as  a  general  thing,  the  negroes  have  not  got  anything Irat 
themselves  to  pay  tax  on ;  and  they  do  not  even  pay  that  tax.  If  they  did,  it  woold 
be  well,  but  they  do  not    As  I  have  already  said,  there  are  $20,000  of  tax  uncollected. 

Question.  If  the  tax  is  not  paid  it  is  not  the  negro's  fault  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  it  is  often  by  design  upon  his  part  that  the  tax  is  not  paid.  The 
negro  is  pretty  smart  on  that  point.  A  negro  is  often  registered  under  one  name  while 
he  goes  by  another. 

Question.  And  the  tax  assessor  knows  him  by  his  registered  namef 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  the  tax  collector  does  not  always  get  them  by  their  registeied 
names.  For  instance,  on  my  plantation  there  may  be  a  negro  whose  name  is  Sawney 
Baskerville,  who  is  registered  as  Sawney  Hanson ;  and  when  a  negro  haa  been  inqnired 
for  by  a  certain  name,  I  have  heard  them  langh  and  say,  *'No,  they  cannot^get  him; 
he  is  not  here.^' 

Quesikm.  You  referred  to  some  outraffes  which  yon  had  heard  of;  did  yon  overbear 
of  some  disguised  men  going  to  the  jail  about  seven  miles  from  Aberdeen  and  releasing 
a  man  named  Sanders  Flint,  and  his  two  sons  f 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

OuesiioM.  Did  yoa  aver  hear  that  one  of  then  wad  shot  and  another  whiiq^  f 
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An9wer.  No,  dr,  I  never  heard  of  that  till  I  was  reading  Jnst  now  Colonel  Hnggins's 
testimony. 

Question.  Yon  never  heard  of  Alfred  Whitfield,  a  colored  man,  being  whipped  in  the 
same  county  f 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Blair: 

Question.  Who  is  the  member  of  Congress  from  your  district  t 

Answer.  He  is  named  Barry. 

Question.  Is  he  a  carpet-bagger  f 

Answer.  Yes,  I  suppose  he  is.  I  do  not  know  him,  and  I  do  not  snppose  that  a  dozen 
Toterx  in  the  county,  except  the  nos^roert  and  his  particular  party,  do  know  him.  I  do 
not  suppose  be  has  ever  been  in  the  district  two  months  sJ together.  By  the  way,  he 
made  a  speech  in  Congress,  which  I  was  trying  to  find  yesterday  in  the  Globe,  but  I 
could  not  find  it ;  it  seems  to  have  been  put  in  the  api)endix. 

Question.  What  was  that  speech  f 

Answtt.  In  it  he  referred  in  very  offensive  terras  to  the  white  voters  of  his  district, 
and  he  8tiftt<id  that  his  arm  had  been  paralyzed  by  a  Kn-Klnx  ball.  If  that  be  true, 
nobody  in  his  district  has  ever  heard  of  it,  so  &r  as  I  know.  I  never  heard  it  men- 
tiomnl.  I  did  hoar  that  he  had  a  personal  difficulty  at  Dnrant  Station,  and  got  shot 
there.  It  he  has  ever  been  Ku-Kluxe<l  in  our  country  I  have  never  heard  of  it.  In  that 
speech,  after  stating  that  he  had  been  shot  by  the  Ku-Klnx,  he  goes  on  to  state  tbat  the 
citizens  of  that  country  are  no  better  than  the  hounds  tbat  nsed  to  help  in  pursuing  the 
slave.  He  knew,  when  he  stated  that,  that  it  was  basely  false.  That  is  the  way  these 
people  slander  and  malign  ns. 

Question.  What  district  is  yours  f 

Ansteer.  The  third  congressional  district. 

Question.  I  see  that  the  Congressional  Directory  gives  Kr.  Barry  as  a  resident  of 
Columbus  f 

Answer.  I  did  not  know  that  he  resided  in  Colnmbns.  I  knew  that  he  staid  there  a 
little.  He  has  staid  in  various  placea  I  never  saw  him  more  than  once  or  twice. 
Nobody  seems  to  know  much  about  him.  I  do  not  suppose  he  has  ever  been  inside  of 
half  a  dozen  houses  in  his  district. 

By  the  Chairman,  (Mr.  Pool:) 

Question.  Do  you  know  that  he  was  in  the  Union  Armyf 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Do  you  remember  whether  he  was  a  general  in  the  Union  Army  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  General  of  a  division  t 

Answer.  I  thi  nk  he  was  a  brigadier  general.    At  first,  I  believe,  he  was  a  colonel  of  some 
negro  troops ;  I  think  he  state<l  that  in  his  speech ;  but  I  never  heard  of  General  Barry  ' 
until  he  came  there  to  run  for  Congress ;  previous  to  that  he  had  never  resided  in  the 
district,  to  my  knowledge. 

Question.  Was  he  elected  to  the  State  constitutional  convention  of  1867  f 

Answer.  If  he  was,  he  was  not  elected  from  my  portion  of  the  State. 

Question.  Do  you  remember  his  having  been  in  the  State  senate  of  Mississippi  in 

Answer.  No,  sir;  I  do  not  recollect  it ;  I  never  heard  of  him  until  ho  was  a  candidate 
for  Congress. 

Question.  Yon  say  that  Gkneral  Barry  declared  that  the  white  people  in  his  district 
were  no  better  than  the  bounds  that  the^  used  to  hunt  slaves  with  f 

Answer.  I  think  that  was  the  declaration  in  his  speech.  I  shonld  like  to  see  the 
speech. 

Question.  Did  you  understand  that  language  to  be  a  general  description,  embracing 
all  the  white  people  t 

Answer.  Embracing  all  the  white  people  of  that  country. 

Question.  He  did  not  confine  it  to  those  who  had  been  engaged  in  the  Ku-Kluz  out- 
rages f 

Answer.  My  recollection  of  the  speech  is  tbat  he  did  not.  I  should  like  to  see  the 
Bjieech,  and  am  willing  to  stand  corrected  if  I  am  wrong.  I  know  that  the  people  of 
that  district  felt  very  much  insulted  by  such  language ;  they  felt  that  they  had  a  rep- 
resentative in  Congress  who  chose  to  malign  and  slander  a  majority  of  the  people  be- 
cause they  did  not  vote  for  him. 

QuesUon.  Did  not  a  majority  of  the  people  vote  for  him  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  suppose  a  minority  of  the  people  did ;  the  negroes  voted  for  him. 

Question.  I  see  it  is  stated  that  when  elected  to  the  Forty-first  Congress  he  obtained 
12,912  votes,  against  7,630  east  for  the  democratic  candidate  and  1,817  ftxr  a  man  named 
Le  Floret 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 
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Quesium,  Was  not  Steen  the  democratic  candidate  who  ra^  against  him  t 

Anstrer.  Steers  is  a  Massacbn setts  man. 

Question.  Has  be  gone  down  there  since  the  close  of  the  war  f    - 

Antixcer.  Yes,  sir. 

Qaetttion.  In  be  not  a  democrat  f 

Antfwer.  Well,  I  think  he  was  a  conservative  republican. 

QucMtiott,  Was  he  not  nominated  by  the  democrats  f 

Antnrer.  He  was  nominated  by  the  democrats  and  conservativo  republicans;  they 
■  considered  him  a  pretty  decent  man. 

Queniion,  By  whom  was  Le  Klore  nominated  f 

Answer.  I  think  he  nfn  on  his  own  hook.  Barry  was  the  nominee  of  the  republican 
party. 

Question.  And  Steers  was  the  nominee  of  the  democratic  party  t 

Arntwer,  Yes,  sir ;  he  was  nominated  by  a  convention,  you  may  say,  of  democrats.  I 
voted  lor  Steers. 

Question.  So  the  democrats  as  well  as  the  republicans  in  that  ooonty  nominated  a 
carpet-bagger  f 

Anstctr.  les,  sir. 

Question.  Yon  do  not  know  General  Barry  personally  t 

Ansicer.  I  do  not.  His  constituency  feel  very  much  aggrieved  that  be  should  claim 
to  represent  them  and  then  slander  them. 

Question.  Do  you  mean  the  negroes  of  his  constituency  f 

Anmcer.  No,  sir;  I  mean  the  white  people. 

Question.  White  democrats  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.    We  are  a  portion  of  his  constituents,  I  belieye. 

By  Mr.  Blair; 

Question.  How  many  white  republicans  are  there  in  yonr  district  f 

Answer.  I  can  say  as  to  the  county  that  there  are  not  a  great  many  white  repnbli- 
cans ;  I  do  not  think  the  white  republican  voters  in  the  county  would  exceed  twenty; 
I  think  the  number  is  about  ten.- 

Question.  There  are  not  enough  of  them  to  hold  the  oflSces  f 

Answer.  Not  enough  to  hold  the  offices. 

Question.  Tbey  have  to  give  themselves  each  two  or  three  offices? 

Answer.  Our  State  senator  holds  three,  I  think ;  I  know  that  he  is  circuit  court  clerk 
as  well  as  senator,  and  I  know  that  he  is  clerk  of  the  board  of  snpenrisoia.  Heed  holdA 
two  offices. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 

Question.  Did  yon  ever  hear  any  complaint  as  to  the  manner  in  which  yonr  State 
Benat4>r  and  circuit  clerk  performs  the  duties  of  his  offices  f 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  that  I  ever  heard  anv  particular  complaint. 

Question.  Ho  discharges  well  the  duties  of  all  the  offices  f 

Answer.  1  do  not  know  whether  he  does  or  does  not.  I  have  never  heard  any  com* 
plaint,  except  that  I  do  recollect  hearing  the  chancellor  say  that  the  records  were  badly 
Kept,  or  something  of  that  sort.  That  is  the  only  complaint  I  ever  heard.  I  never  go 
about  the  court-house. 


Washinoton,  D.  C,  Augutt  A,  187L 
HENRY  B.  WHITFIELD  sworn  and  examined. 
By  the  Chairman,  (Mr.  Pool  :) 

Question.  Where  do  you  reside  t 

Answer.  At  Columbus,  Mississippi. 

Question.  In  what  county  is  Columbus  f 

Answer,  Lowndes  County. 

Questijon.  How  long  have  you  lived  there  f 

Answer.  Since  February,  1839. 

Question.  Are  you  a  native  of  Mississippi  f 

Anstcer.  No,  sir ;  I  was  bom  in  the  State  of  Georgia ;  I  have  resided  in  Mississippi 
since  I  was  three  years  old. 

Question.  Are  you  a  son  of  Ex-Governor  Whitfield,  of  Mississippi  f 

Anmrer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Have  yon  ever  held  any  public  positions  in  the  State  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  am  at  present  mayor  of  the  city  of  Columbus. . 

Question.  Have  yon  been  mixing  with  tbe  people  of  Lowndes  and  the  adjoining  conn- 
ties,  and  have  yon  been  engaged  in  business  with  them  so  as  to  know  the  condition  of 
affi&irs  generally  f 
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Answer.  I  ain  familiar  wi^h  people  in  my  own  and  the  adjoining  counties,  having  mingled 
"vrith  them  considerably.-  My  position  has  been  such  as  to  bring  me  in  frequent  con- 
tact with  thcni. 

Questian,  What  business  are  you  engaged  in  at  this  time  f 

Answer.  I  am  an  attorney-sat- law,  ana  am  engaged  in  the  practice  of  the  law,  in 
addition  to  my  oftieial  position  as  mayor  of  the  city. 

Queatian,  This  committee  is  charged  with  inquiring  into  the  condition  of  affairs  in 
Mississippi  and  other  States,  especially  in  reference  to  the  safety  of  property  and  life, . 
and  the  due  execution  of  the  law.    State  anything  you  know  on  that  subject. 

Answer.  I  consider  that  in  the  counties  in  Eastern  Mississippi  particularly,  and  on 
the  Alabama  line,  and  in  North  Mississippi,  on  the  Tennessee  line,  there  is  consider- 
able insecnrity  to  liberty  of  person,  and  in  some  instances  to  life,  unless  a  party 
espouses  cert n in  opinions. 

Question.  What  opinions  do  you  mean? 

Answer.  I  mean  that  if  a  white  man,  an  old  citizen  of  the  county,  is  known  to  be  a 
member  of  the  republican  party,  the  people  are  Very  intolerant  toward  him  ;  and  if  a 
northern  man  who  has  come  there  is  a  re|>ublican  they  are  a  little  worse  toward  him  ; 
and  toward  the  black  people,  unless  they  are  willing  to  vote  as  the  people  there 
desire  them  to  vote,  they  are  very  intolerant. 

Question.  State  the  extent  to  which  this  intolerance  is  carried  with  reference  to  any 
or  all  of  these  classes. 

Answer.  So  far  as  I  am  personally  concerned,  I  have  lived  there  so  long,  and  the 
people  know  me  so  well,  that  there  haa  been  no  particular  proscription  in  regard  to 
myself.  Nobwly  has  ever  attempted  anything  toward  me,  or  said  anything  offensive 
iabout  me,  so  far  as  I  am  aware. 

Question.  The  rule  adopted  by  this  committee  is  different  from  that  practiced  in  conrts 
of  law  as  to  the  admission  of  testimony.  You  can  state  here,  not  only  what  you  know 
upon  personal  knowledge,  but  what  you  know  from  others  whom  you  believe  entitled 
to  credit. 

Anstrer.  Well,  sir,  of  my  personal  knowledge  I  know  nothing  on  this  subject ;  but 
from  the  evidence  of  othera,  who  I  believe  are  entitled  to  the  greatest  credit,  and,  in 
fact,  from  a  ch>ud  of  witnesses,  I  can  state  many  things  that  have  occurred  in  the 
country  there  showing  the  insecurity  of  personal  liberty  and  the  expression  of  opinion. 

Question.  Take  first  your  own  county  of  Lowndes,  and  state  the  condition  of  things 
there. 

Answer.  1  will  state  in  the  first  place  that  the  county  of  Lowndes  immediately  adjoins 
the  State  of  Alabama.  It  is  one  of  the  largest  and  wealthiest  counties  in  the  State.  I 
believe  it  is  the  second  largest  in  wealth  and  population.  The  county  is  almost 
equally  divided  by  the  Tonibigbee  River.  The  eastern  part  of  it  is  a  sandy  country ; 
the  western  part  a  very  rich  prairie  country.  There  is  a  largo  black  population  in  the 
county,  particularly  on  the  western  side  of  the  river;  on  the  eastern  side,  although 
there  is  consiilerable  black  population,  the  white  people  rather  preponderate.  Back 
as  far  as  the  year  18G8  was  the  first  time  that  wo  had  any  indications  there  of  any 
organizations 'which  appeared  to  be  for  improper  purposes — for  the  purpose  of  con- 
trolling opinion  or  making  people  do  as  they  wanted  them  to  do.  Such  organizations 
then  existed,  being  organized  during  the  campaign  of  181)8 — at  the  time  of  the  election 
for  the  convention  in  the  State.  During  1869  and  a  part  of  1870,  we  did  not  hear 
of  anything  of  the  kind  to  any  extent  in  Lowndes  County.  But  last  Febniary  the 
thing  seemed  to  have  broken  loose  again  with  every  indication  of  violence,  and  to  a 
very  outrageous  extent  in  the  northeastern  part  of  the  county. 

Question.  The  part  of  the  county  bordering  on  the  Alabama  linet 

Ansicer.  Yes,  sir;  the  part  bordering  on  the  Alabama  line;  and  then  along  the  line 
of  Monroe  County,  the  county  in  Mississippi  immediately  north  of  us.  I  will  state 
that  the  first  outbreak  which  occurred  was  in  the  latter  part  of  February  of  the  pres- 
ent year.  The  victim  was  a  n^^ro  named  James  Hicks.  I  saw  him  after  the  occur- 
rence ;  I  went  out  with  the  superintendent  of  education  to  see  him.  He  had  lived  up 
ill  the  neighborhood  of  Caledonia,  which  is  in  the  northeastern  corner  of  the  county. 
It  was  charged  that  while  there  he  had  used  some  improper  language  in  regard  to  some 
white  ladies  of  the  neighborhood ;  and  these  people  determined,  I  suppose,  that  he 
should  suffer  for  it.  He  had  moved  down  some  seven  miles  below  that,  into  another 
neighborhood.  They  found  out  where  he  lived,  followed  him  down  there,  and  took 
him  out  one  night.  From  the  best  information  I  could  get,  there  were  from  one  hun- 
dre<l  to  one  hundred  and  twenty  disguised  men.  who  were  armed  heavily.  They  took 
hira  out  into  the  public  road  and  whipped  liim.  The  statements  of  the  witnesses 
varied  considerably  as  to  the  amount  of  whipping  he  received.  The  lowest  estimate 
that  I  heard  was  three  hundred  lashes  ;  some  of  the  black  people  who  were  present 
thought  it  was  as  high  as  one  thousand.  I  have  no  doubt  myself,  from  the  man's 
appearance  two  days  afterward,  and  from  the  evidence  in  the  case,  that  ho  was  very 
severely  beaten.  He  was  ordered  to  leave  the  country  in  ten  days  under  penalty  of 
being  hung.    The  party  then  went  from  this  man's  house  to  one  of  the  public  school- 
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bonses,  wbicb  was  about  balf  a  inil»  distant.  A  gentleman  aamed  H.  W.  Fanner  vas 
teacbing  tbe  scbool  at  that  place.  He  was  an  innocent,  inoffensive  wbite  man.  The 
board  of  school  directors  of  tbe  county,  (of  which  body  I  am  a  member,)  on  sending 
him  out  to  the  neighborhood,  bad  told  him  to  endeavor  to  get  board  with  some  white 
family  in  the  neighborhood,  and  we  gave  him  letters  of  introduction  for  that  purpoee. 
We  desired  to  avoid  every  appearance  of  anything  that  would  give  any  cause  lor  sn*- 
^cion  or  complaint.  When  be  went  out  there  he  applied  to  three  or  four  white  families 
in  the  neighborhood  to  get  board,  bnt  did  not  succeed.  He  then  got  a  house  from  an 
old  black  innu  who  lived  near  the  school-house,  and  he  had  his  room,  his  l>eddiug,  and 
ever>'thing  of  that  kind  in  this  bouse  to  himself.  These  black  people  prepared  his 
meals  for  him  and  carried  them  to  the  house  where  bo  slept.  This  parry  went  to  his 
house  and  called  him  out.  He  came  to  the  door  and  asked  them  what  they  desirnl. 
They  told  him  they  wanted  to  talk  with  him.  They  said  that  he  had  no  business  in 
the  country  teaching  free  schools,  that  they  were  going  to  break  them  all  up  ;  that  the 
system  was  a  gi*and  humbug,  an  imposition  upon  tbeiieople,  and  that  they  were  deter- 
mined there  should  be  nothing  of  the  kind  in  that  part  of  the  country.  They  told  him 
they  did  not  intend  that  night  to  do  him  any  hanu,  but  that  they  were  coming  back  in 
ten  days,  and  if  he  waa  there  at  the  end  of  that  time  he  would  find  himself  uangUng 
at  the  end  of  a  rope.  There  was  considerable  excitement  among  the  people  of  tbe 
neighborhood.  The  next  day  the  man  came  into  the  town  of  Columbus,  the  county 
seat,  with  a  good  many  of  the  freedmen.  The  circuit  court  was  then  in  session,  Judge 
Jehu  A.  Orr,  a  brother  of  James  L.  Orr,  of  South  Carolina,  presiding.  The  town 
papers  published  an  account  of  the  affair,  stating  that  a  Ku-Klux  outrage  had  heen 
committed,  or  that  the  Ku-Klux  had  visited  a  negro  at  a  certain  place,  and  run  off  a 
school-teacher  named  Farmer,  or  something  to  that  effect.  The  grand  jury  came  into 
court  that  morning  to  adjourn,  having  finished  their  business,  as  they  said.  The  judge, 
however,  called  their  attention  to  this  article  in  the  paper;  and  told  them  that  tbe 
matter  bad  also  been  brought  to  his  attention  by  other  parties,  and  that  he  could  not 
suffer  tlie  grand  jury  to  adjourn  until  they  had  made  a  tliorough  investigation  of  that 
matter ;  that  the  affair  had  occurred  almost  within  healing  of  the  court ;  that  he  was 
detenuined  to  have  the  law  executed  if  it  could  possibly  be  done ;  that  they  ma?t 
return  to  their  room,  summon  witne.'^ses,  and  make  a  thorowgh  investigation  of  the  case. 

Qtwaiion.  Was  Farmer  in  the  city  at  that  timet 

Anftircr.  Yes,  sir  ;  he  was  in  tbe  city.  He  bad  been  in  the  offiee  of  the  county  super- 
intendent of  education — he  and  some  colored  peojde  who  had  come  in.  I  was  present, 
and  heard  Farmer's  statement  in  the  office  of  tho  superinteudeut. 

Queittion.  Were  any  of  the  persons  there  who  were  present  when  the  negro  was 
whipped  ? 

Attfftccn  Yes,  sir.  The  grand  jury  returned  to  their  room.  They  did  not  seem  to  like 
at  all  what  the  judge  said  to  them,  a^'  I  heard  from  a  member  of  the  grand  jury  who 
was  in  the  county  superintendent's  office.  They  sent  for  me  to  give  them  the  names 
of  persons  who  were  present  at  the  time  of  this  whipping,  and  who  knew  all  about  tbe 
transactions  of  that  night. 

By  Mr.  Blair:  • 

Question.  Was  there  any  whipping  f 

Anfiivcr.  O,  yes,  sir ;  they  whipped  the  negro  Hicks  terribly  ;  there  is  no  doubt  about 
that.  They  did  not  whip  Farmer ;  they  only  threatened  him ;  that  occurred  the  same 
night,  auel'very  shortly  afterwards.  I  went  before  the  grand  jur>',  and  several  of 
them  wanted  to  know  from  me  if  I  thought  they  could  accomplish  anything  by  an 
investigation.  I  did  not  want  to  answer  the  question  particularly,  because  I  knew  tbe 
character  of  the  men  who  asked  me,  and  I  thought  that  the  matter  was  one  for  tbe 
grand  jury  to  detemiine  for  themselves ;  that  if  they  were  men  disposed  to  do  their 
dnt^-  as  they  had  swoni  to  do,  they  could  determine  that  question  without  advice  from 
me.  Finally  1  told  them  that  I  believed  they  could*  accomplish  everything  if  they 
could  assure  the  witues.ses  that  they  would  be  protected ;  bnt  unless  tbey  could  do  that, 
I  was  satisfi<>d  that  with  tho  state  of  things  existing  there  then  tho  witnesses  would 
not  dare  to  testify  to  what  .they  knew.  I  then  gave  them  a  list  of  names.  They  sent 
the  dcpnty  sheriff'  up.  He  went  up  after  night,  and  came  very  near  l>eing  shot.  The 
freedmen  in  the  neighborhood  had  become  pretty  thoroughly  anmsed  by  this  time, which 
was  the  next  day.  They  had  congregated  in  a  mass ;  they  did  not  know  whether  that 
party  who  cominitted  the  outrage  were  coming  back,  or  what  was  going  to  be  done 
In  oth«'r  words,  there  was  great  terror  and  excitement  in  the  neighborhood.  This  man. 
Farmer,  had  gone  back  to  the  neighborhood  by  the  direction  of  the  county  8a|>erinten- 
deut,  and  when  the  deputy  sheriff  came  up  Farmer  knew  him,  and  told  tbe  people  who 
he  was,  and  that  he  had  come  to  summon  witnesses ;  that  the  matter  was  to  bo  investi- 
^ted  thoroughly  by  the  grand  jury.  There  was  a  large  number  of  witnesses sunuiioned. 
They  ctimc  down  the  next  morning  to  the  county-seat.  I  saw  them,  and  talked  with 
them  on  the  streets,  in  the  county  superintendent's  office,  and  at  the  court-house  gate. 
They  told  me  they  knew  as  many  as  three  of  these  men ;  they  told  me  why  and  how 
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they  knew  them.  One  mftn  particularly  was  a  hump-backed  man,  and  they  all  knew 
that  he  lived  in  the  neighborhood  above.  They  recognized  other  parties  by  different 
means  of  recognition.  I  told  them,  "Now,  you  are  going  to  have  an  opportunity  to 
show  whether  you  desire  the  protection  of  the  law — whether  you  are  willing  to  swear 
to  what  you  believe  to  be  true.  If  you  are  satisfied  that  you  know  these  men,  just  tell  the 
grand  jury  exactly  what  you  know  and  how  you  know  it— swear  to  it,  and  stand  by  it, 
and  Judge  Oit,  I  am  satisfied,  will  bring  the  power  of  the  law  to  sustain  you."  This 
was  said  to  them  right  at  the  court-hcmse  gate,  when  they  were  going  in.  They  went 
in  before  the  grand  jury.  Some  of  the  members  of  the  grand  jury  told  mo  afteVwards 
that  when  these  witnesses  got  before  the  grand  jury  and  saw  who  were  members  of 
that  jury,  and  knew  the  men  composing  it,  they  would  not  admit  that  they  had  the 
faintest  shadow  of  an  idea  as  to  wlio  any  of  those  men  were  that  had  been  engaged  in 
the  affair. 

By  the  Chairman,  (Mr.  Pool:  ) 

Question,  Who  were  the  men  who  frightened  them  before  the  grand  jury  t 

Ait»wer.  They  were  members  of  the  grand  jury  whom  these  men  knew  to  be  exceed- 
ingly strong  or  intense  democrats,  if  nothing  worse ;  and  thej'  wore  afraid  to  testify. 
That  is  what  they  told  me  ;  that  they  were  afraid  to  admit  before  the  grand  jury  that 
they  knew  the  parties,  because  th<^y  said  they  were  afraid  they  would  not  get  home 
alive  if  they  testified  to  what  they  knew.    That  wa.s  the  exact  language  that  they  used. 

Question,  Were  they  afraid  the  members  of  the  grand  jury  wouUl  tell  it  outside  f 

Ansu:er.  Yea,  sir ;  they  were  afraid  that  members  of  the  grand  jury  would  tell  it  out- 
side, and  that  they  would  not  get  home  alive,  or,  if  they  did,  that  they  would  not  be 
able  to  stay  in  the  country. 

I  will  mention  another  incident  to  show  the  condition  of  the  public  mind  at  that 
time,  and  the  inefficiency  of  the  court  to  administer  the  law  in  the  then  existing  state 
of  feeling.  A  whippiug'of  two  men  occurred  in  the  town  of  Columbus  that  very  next 
night,  while  the  court  was  in  session. 

Qut'sti&n,  By  whom  f 

Antrtver.  That  was  by  disguised  men ;  but  I  am  satisfied,  from  my  investigations 
through  the  police,  that  it  was  not  any  regular  Ku-Klux  arrangement.  But  the  men 
were  in  disguise ;  they  had  on  a  sort  "of  masks  made  of  thin  cuith.  The  police  went 
down  and  brought  up  a  couple  that  the  party  had  dropped  while  they  were  whipping 
one  of  the  men.  These  two  men  whipped  were  men  who  were  indicted  for  an  attempt 
to  rob.  Under  the  statutes  of  Mississippi,  an  attempt  to  commit  an  offense  is  punish- 
able just  the  same  as  the  offense  itself.  They  did  not  actually  perpetrate  the  offense, 
Imt  were  indicted  for  the  attempt  to  rob  a  gentleman  named '  Tyler,  a  northern  man, 
residing  in  the  city —an  architect,  and  a  very  clever  gentleman.  The  case  had  caused  a 
go<icl  deal  of  indignation.  I  was  associated  with  several  other  gentlemen  in  defending 
these  men  ;  I  was  employed  as  a  lawyer  for  a  foe.  One  of  the  men,  really  and  technic- 
ally, was  not  guilty  ;  the  other  was.  But  the  jurv  misunderstood  the  charge  of  the 
judge,  and  very  foolishly  and  wrongfully  acquitted  them  both.  There  was  so  much 
feeling  about  the  affair,  that  they  were  taken  out  that  night  and  severely  whipjied, 
right  in  the  town.*  Tht^  nuMi  who  were  whipped  knew  sevqral  of  the  parties.  They 
wore  over  their  faces  a  little  covering  of  some  kind  of  dotted  muslin.  While  they  were 
whipping  one  of  the  men,  two  of  these  masks  or  coverings  fell  off;  and  both  the  men 
whipped,  as  well  as  the  wife  of  one  of  them,  told  me  next  morning  that  they  knew 
pertectly  well  two  of  the  parties.  One  was  a  man  who  could  have  been  easily  recog- 
nized. These  tv,-o  men  were  sent  before  the  prand  jury.  The  judge  called  the  jury 
back  the  next  morning,  and  charged  them  in  regard  to  the  matter.  He  manifested 
the  utmost  anxiety  to  have  the  nuitter  thorou«^hly  investigated,  and  to  do  his  duty, 
even  under  very  trying  circumstances.  But  vawn  those  men  got  before  the  grand 
jury,  neither  they  nor  the  wife  of  one  of  them,  who  was  also  produced  as  a  witness, 
would  admit  having  any  idea  who  the  parties  were.  This  was  in  consetjuence  of  the 
stat*^  of  feeling  there.  They  felt  that  they  would  have  been  utterly  unsafe  if  they  had 
»wom  positively  to  the  men  whom  they  recognized  ;  that  their  lives  would  have  been 
in  tlanger.  This  they  believed  and  so  did  I ;  and  I  believe  it  yet.  I  do  not  say  that 
this  last  whipping  was  by  any  Ku-Klux  organization  or  any  combination.  I  simply 
mention  it  as  showing  the  state  of  feeling  existing  in  thp  county.  On  that  occasion 
we  had  as  fair  a  test  as  we  could  have  in  reganl  to  the  ability  of  the  court  to  execute 
tho  law  in  such  cases.  There  is  a  very  severe  statute  of  Mississippi  in  regard  to  dis- 
gulHed  men  or  Ku-Klux,  and  the  judges  are  required  at  every  term  of  the  court  to  ^ve 
the  matter  in  special  charge  of  the  grand  jury  ;  and  all  the  peace  officers  are  required 
to  he  vigilant  and  to  give  notice  of  anything  of  the  kind.  In  this  case,  every  effort 
was  made ;  the  presence  of  witnesses  was  procured,  but  they  would  not  testify,  being 
operated  upon  by  absolute  fear,  in  view  of  the  state  of  affairs  existing  at  that  time. 
The  county  superintendent,  as  well  as  myself  and  others,  tried  to  induce  Farmer  to 
go  back  and  take  charge  of  his  school.  In  order  to  satisfy  ourselves  fully,  the  super- 
intendent and  myself  went  out  into  the  neighborhood  and  inquired,  of  both  white 
people  and  black,  to  know  whether  Farmer  had  been  guilty  of  any  improprieties  in 
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auy  wav;  or  had  p:iven  any  improper  advice,  or  used  any  improper  langna^e  toward 
the  colored  people  of  the  nei<;hborhood,  or  whether  he  had  made  himself  offensive  to 
the  white  people.  We  talked  with  one  of  the  leading  men  of  the  neighborhood — as 
iutelligeut  a  man  as  there  is  in  Mississippi,  and  a  man  of  aa  high  character  as  any 
other. 

(Question.  Who  is  he  ? 

AttswfT.  General  Thomas  G.  Blewett,  jr. 

Quattion.  A  democrat  f 

AttSicer.  No^sir;  he  is  a  sort  of  an  independent  man  in  politics.  He  was  an  old 
whig.  lie  is  a  very  intellitreut  man,  and  he  is  not  afraid  of  anything  or  anybody ;  he 
expresses  his  opinions  freely. 

(^tuMiioiu  UiHiH  he  not  belong  to  either  party  f 

Ausiar.  No,  sir.  We  went  to  his  house  and  talked  with  him  a  considerable  time  and 
at^ked  him  about  this  school  teacher.  He  said  that  F*armer  was  one  of  the  most  quiet, 
iuotiensive,  peaceable  men  that  hail  ever  l>een  in  that  neighborhood;  that,  so  far  from 
doing  harm,  he  had  been  the  means,  he  thought,  of  doing  a  great  deal  of  gcxxl ;  that 
the  teacher  who  had  preceded  him  wa8  a  meddlesome  man,  and  had  given  the  people 
a  good  deal  of  trouble ;  that  he  had  allowed  the  colored  children  in  passing  to  aud 
from  school  to  be  impertinent  and  annoying  to  the  neighbors.  He  said  that  this  man 
Farmer  had  kept  splendid  order.  He  went  on  to  give  some  of  the  minutuF  of  bis  dis- 
cipline and  his  manner  of  talking  to  the  children,  telling  them  how  they  should  be- 
have in  going  to  and  from  Kchool.  He  said  he  regretted  very  much  that  the  matter 
had  occurred,  and  he  wanted  us  to  send  the  man  back  and  to  tell  him  that  be  woald 
personally  see  that  he  would  be  protectecl.  He  said  they  all  knew  that  be  was  not 
afraid  of  them,  and  he  promised  personally  to  see  Farmer  protected.  We  talked  with 
the  black  i>eople.  They  said  the  man  had  never  said  anything  wrong  to  them.  We 
questioned  them  very  closely  and  asked  them  a  good  many  things  in  regard  to  his  talk 
with  them,  his  teaching,  and  everything  of  that  kind.  They  said  he  hjui  never  said 
anything  improper  to  them.  We  were  satisfied,  therefore,  that  there  could  be  no  caus** 
as  regarded  the  people  of  the  neighborhood  for  forcing  the  man  to  abandon  his  school. 
We  then  went  back  and  ofiere^l  to  provide  Farmer  with  board  and  to  take  care  of  him 
in  every  way  we  could.  But  he  had  lieen  talking  with  some  people  there  and  had  become 
so  iierfectly  demoralized  and  Ku-Kluxed  and  frightened  to  death  that  we  could  not 
otter  him  any  inducement  in  the  world  to  keep  him.  The  county  superintendent  set- 
tled with  him ;  and  we  could  hardly  induce  him  to  stay  long  enough  to  have  tbe 
settlement  made.  He  wanted  to  walk  through  the  country  and  take  the  earn  at  some 
hi<le  station.  He  was  so  perfectly  demoralize  that  he  did  not  want  to  take  the  roga- 
lar  passenger  train  w^hich  left  the  town.  The  same  night  that  same  body  of  Ku-Klux 
(I  do  not  know  what  other  name  to  call  them ;  they  were  disguised  men  anyhow ;  it 
is  a  name  we  apply  down  in  that  conntry  to  all  disguised  men,  at  least  those  of  us  who 
have  never  had  anything  to  do  with  auy  organization  of  the  sort;  not  knowing  any 
technical  name,  we  call  all  disguised  men  Ku-Klux) — that  same  night  these  men 
went  to  the  house  of  a  man  named  Perkins;  I  mean  they  did  this  the  samo  uight  that 
they  whipped  the  negro  Hicks  and  drove  the  school  teacher  off.  They  went  to  tbe 
bouse  of  Alfred  Perkins.  They  were  hunting  for  his  son.  His  son  was  a  yoong  man 
who  it  had  been  talked  of  through  the  neigborhood  had  been  acting  improperly  with 
his  stejHaunt.  They  did  not  find  him  at  his  fiather's  house ;  they  left  word  for  him 
that  he  had  to  leave  the  country,  and  he  waa  so  badly  frightened  that  be  left  very 
soon. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 
(Question,  Was  he  a  white  man  f 
Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 
QuesUon.  The  school  which  had  been  kept  by  Mr.  Farmer  was  broken  up  f 
Answer,  Yes,  sir,  broken  up  completely.  There  has  l)een  no  school  there  since.  That 
samo  night  they  went  after  a  negro  by  the  name  of  Perkins ;  I  forget  his  first  name. 
There  was  an  idea  through  the  country  that  ho  had  been  stealing  hogs — that  he  was 
in  the  habit  of  stealing.  They  went  after  him,  but  they  did  not  tind  him.  He  ran  off 
when  he  fonnd  that  they  were  coming,  and  took  to  the  woods. 

After  that  there  seemed  to  be  gotten  up  a  great  deal  of  feeling  in  that  part  of  tbe 
country ;  in  fact  all  through  the  county,  in  regard  to  the  public  schools.  There  seemed 
to  1)0  a  general  concerted  raid  made  by  a  large  body  of  these  disguised  men  or  Ku  Klax. 
They  visited  seven  others  of  our  school  teaciiers  and  ordered  them  to  stop  teaching.  I 
believe  1  can  state  candidly  that  I  have  no  motive  on  earth  to  say  anything  on  tbL» 
subject  calculated  to  injure  the  people  there.  There  are  many  of  us  in  that  conntry 
who  are  most  intensely  opposed  to  all  such  illegal  methods  of  proceeding ;  not  only  on 
account  of  their  being  in  gross  violation  of  the  law  and  the  constitution,  and  tending 
to  the  upturning  of  society,  but  we  oppose  them  npon  principles  of  political  economy 
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and  for  other  reasons  that  can  be  urged.  There  could  have  been  nothing  in  the  man- 
agem«fnt  of  those  schools  to  induce  such  action.  I  can  illustrate  this  remark  by  refening 
to  the  schools  in  detail.  I  begin  with  the  schools  in  the  most  northeasterly  part  of  the 
country,  innnediately  adjoining  the  Alabama  line.  A  school  was  taught  there  by  a 
man  named  William  li.  Kolb,  an  old  citizen  of  the  country,  who  had  lived  there  ever 
since  1  can  recollect.  He  was  for  a  number  of  years  a  member  of  the  board  of  police 
or  the  board  of  supervisors  of  the  county.  As  "a  man  he  had  the.  confidence  of  every- 
body in  the  community.    He  was  one  of  the  teachers  who  were  ordered  to  quit. 

Question.  Did  ho  finatlly  quit  ? 

AnnH'cr.  Yes,  sir.  They  were  all  afraid  ;  and  they  did  not  dare  to  teach  school  after 
receiving  thrse  warnings.  After  a  time  the  board  of  school  directors  met  and  passed  a 
resolution  that  if  any  of  the  teachers  desired  to  continue  their  schools  as  pay  schools 
they  could  do  so  and  could  have  the  use  of  the  houses  and  the  school-furniture.  Some 
lew  of  them  resumed  in  that  way ;  but  every  one  of  them  ceased- to  carry  on  his  school 
as  a  public  school.  In  fact,  we  could  ofler  them  no  indncement  sufficient  to  make  them 
continue.    They  were  afraid  of  their  lives.    That  was  what  they  said. 

The  next  school  in  that  locality  was  taught  by  a  lady  named  Mi's.  Kennon.  She  is 
the  wife  of  a  very  decrepit  old  man,  and  is  compelled  to  teach  for  a  living.  Her  hus- 
band and  she  are  among  the  oldest  citizens  of  that  county.  She  had  as  an  assistant 
her  step-son,  a  young  man  named  Woodson  H.  Kennon,  jr.,  a  one-armed  confederate 
soldier,  who  was  fonnorly  clerk  of  the  probate  court  of  the  county,  having  been  elected 
by  a  very  largo  minority  soon  after  the  close  of  the  war.  He  was  a  young  man  whom 
nobody  knew  anything  against.  A  party  of  men  went  to  the  house  of  these  people  at 
a  very  late  hour  one  night  and  ordered ',them  to  stop  their  school  the  very  next  day. 
There  were  only  three  more  days  in  the  week  ;  and  I  recollect  distinctly  that  the  young 
man  and  his  mother  came  in  next  morning  exceedingly  agitated  and  very  nnich  fright- 
ened, and  told  us  that  they  had  asked  permission  to  teach  out  the  other  three  Jays  of 
the  week,  so  as  to  make  it  an  even  month ;  but  the  men  told  them  that  they  should  not 
teach  that  school  another  day  as  a  public  school ;  that  they  were  going  to  break  it  iTi). 
We  tried  to  induce  the  old  lady  and  the  young  man  to  go  back  au<i  teach  ;  but  they 
would  not  hear  to  anything  of  the  kind.  The  lady  said  her  husband  was  a  very  intirm 
man,  and  she  could  not  contend  against  a  mob ;  she  did  not  know  what  they  might  do ; 
they  might  burn  her  house  or  run  her  out  of  the  country.  She  said  there  was  nothing 
in  the  State  of  Mississippi  that  could  induce  her  to  go  back  and  resume  teaching  in 
the  school  as  a  public  school. 

By  the  Ciiaikm.\x,  (Mr.  Pool  :) 

Qucdtion.  These  things  occurred  last  February  f 

AiiHirer,  Yes,  sir,  along  in  February  or  March.  There  were  five  other  schools  broken 
up  of  pretty  much  th*^  same  character  as  these.  Only  two  of  the  schools  were  taught 
by  uoithern  men.  These  were  men  who  had  come  down  there  some  two  or  three 
years  before,  and  had  conducted  themselves  with  propriety.  The  other  schools  were 
all  taught  by  old  citizens  of  the  country. 

Qucstian.  Were  any  school-houses  burned  in  that  section  of  the  country  T 

Answer.  No,  sir,  none  were  burned.  I  have  a  couple  of  letters,  which  will  show  some- 
thing of  the  state  of  feeling  existing  among  our  teachers  in  consequence  of  this  state  of 
things.    I  would  like  to  read  them,  if  the  committee  will  hear  them. 

Question.  Were  they  written  to  you  f 

Answer.  They  were  written  to  Mr.  Bishop,  the  county  superintendent.  I  was  present 
in  his  office  when  they  were  received.  They  were  written  by  two  of  the  teachei*s — one 
named  Galloway,  and* the  other  named  Xeake. 

Question.  Were  they  written  to  Mr.  Bishop  in  his  official  capacity  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Please  read  the  letters. 

Answer.  One  of  the  letters  is  as  follows : 

"  Columbus,  Mary'S  Academy,  April  10,  1871. 

"  Mr.  Bishop  :  I  hasten  to  send  you  my  report.  «  »  ♦  * 

"  I  understand  you  said  you  were  coming  out  to  see  us.  Now  let  me  tell  you  not  to 
do  it.  The  K.  K.'s  are  so  outrageous.  I  am  afraid  they  would  hurt  you  if  they  did  not 
kill  you.  I  don^t  think  it  possible  for  the  schools  to  go  on  here  unless  we  have  troops 
to  keep  the  peace. 

"  The  K.  K*s  visited  nie  last  Wednesday  night ;  told  me  not  to  teach  another  week ; 
said  also  that  every  free  school  had  to  stop,  that  there  should  [not]  be  any  taxes  taken 
to  pay  for  schools.  I  heard  that  all  the  schools  above  here  had  to  be  stopped  after 
to-day. 

'*  Please  answer  this  note,  and  send  it  by  the  bearer ;  but  send  it  sealed,  and  tell  me 
what  you  think  under  the  circumstances.  *  •  »  «  * 

"  Yoars  truly, 

"J.  F.  G." 
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The  initials  "J.  F.  G/'  mean  J.  F.  Galloway.    He  wa«  afraid  to  come  binuelf,  and  he 
Bent  this  Dote  by  a  little  uegro  boy. 
Here  is  the  other  letter: 

"  Mabch  31, 187L 
"Mr.  J.  X.  Bisnoi*: 

*'  Dkau  Sin :  1  saw  a  man  yesterday  from  Cedar  Grove.  He  said  the  Ku-Klox  called 
on  the  s<hoolteachep  and  ordered  him  to  close  hjs  school. 

"  I  received  a  message  late  last  evening  that  they  were  coming  to  sec  me  this  week. 
I  am  here — ihaVs  all, 
"  Kespectfolly, 

"T.  J.  LEAKE." 

.  Qucsiion,  Is  there  anything  else  yon  wish  to  state  npon  the  snbject  of  schools! 

AttHicer.  I  would  like  to  state  that  I  have  here  a  circular  issueil  by  the  coanty  snper- 
intendent,  which  I  would  like  the  committee  to  examine,  and  I  would  be  glad  to  have 
it  ap[M'nded  to  my  testimony,  [tie*'  page  453.1  I  wish  also  to  state  that  the  great 
idea  which  seemed  to  prevail  among  those  people  in  that  section  of  the  conntry  wa* 
intense  opposition  to  schools  for  the  blacks  ;  that  was  the  great  hobby  ;  they  sai<l  th-y 
were  not  in  favor  of  having  peoph;  pay  tax  to  educate  the  negroes.  Theroare  in  X\iU 
circular  statistics  which  show  conclusiv<dy  that  such  taJk  was  all  false  and  ntt«rly 
ridiculous ;  that  the  portion  of  the  ptdl-tax  of  the  county  whirh  under  the  constitu- 
tion of  the  State  went  exclusively  to  the  support  of  public  schools,  together  with  o-jr 
prorata  j>roportion  of  the  State  fund,  which  is  distribute<l  per  capita,  (there  bein;;  a 
much  larger  nundK.'r  of  blacks  in  our  county'  than  whites) — the  income  <lerived  ium 
these  sources  for  the  sup|H>rt  of  public  sch(M>ls  would  fully  if  not  more  than  supp4»rt 
them,  .HO  that  they  would  not  require  for  their  support  one  dollar  of  direct  tax  iipou 
the  property  of  the  county. 

QaeMion.  Had  ytm  laid  any  tax  npon  the  property  of  the  county  ? 

Annkvcr.  There  was  a  tax  levied  in  accordance  with  the  constitution  and  the  laws. 
It  was  levied  by  the  board  of  snijervisors  to  the  amount  of  ^21,(WNi  for  that  portion  of 
the  county  outside  of  the  city  of  Columbus,  and  $.),0.)0  within  the  city,  which  wa.<a 
separate  district.  But  a  public  meeting  was  held  in  Columbus,  and  there  was  a  great 
deal  of  f»pi>osii!on  expressed  in  regard  to  the  tax  and  the  public  schools.  The  gNt  «»f 
the  whole  matter  was  o]>i»osition  to  free  schcwls.  A  meeting  was  held  and  a  commiit»" 
a])pointed  to  wait  on  the  board  of  supervisors.  Some  of  the  board  were  tiniid  arid 
vacillating  men ;  and  up<m  imi)ro[»er  representaticms  the  boanl  repeale<l  the  entire 
sch(K)l-tax,  and  ordered  the  sheriti'  to  refund  the  portion  which  had  already  been  cul- 
lecteil,  which  was  abimt  one-half  or  two-thirds  of  the  tax. 

(JiieMtion.  Do  you  mean  the  school-tax  uiMin  the  property  of  the  county  T 

/Insircr.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  So  that  you  were  running  your  schools  under  the  general  State  fund— what 
is  known  as  the  Chickasaw  school-fnndf 

Ansivir.  Only  a  |M)rtion  of  our  county  is  within  the  Chickasaw  cession.  Onr  iwrtion 
of  that  fund  was  bnt  small,  and  it  was  pretty  much  squandered. 

(J  letttion.  You  were  running  your  schools  upon  the  general  school-fund  and  the  poll- 
tax  f 

Arntmr.  Yes,  sir.  That  general  fund  comes  from  the  State,  and  should  be  distri!»nt<:d 
about  the  1st  of  .June.  To  entitle  ns  to  our  share  of  that  fund,  it  waft  necessary  that 
the  schools  should  have  continued  four  months.  We  intended  to  have  the  schwl* 
continue  five  m<mths :  but  we  abandone<l  that  idea  after  the  repeal  of  this  tax,  when 
we  were  left  without  funds.  In  fact,  the  repeal  of  that  tax  was  simply  repudiation: 
it  amounted  to  nothing  else  in  the  world.  The  teachers  have  not  received  a  dollar  of 
pay  yet. 

(^iieMtion,  Yon  ran  your  schools,  then,  so  far  as  yoa  did  run  them,  from  the  genenu 
State  srh<xd-fund? 

AuffH-n-.  Yes,  sir ;  from  that  and  the  poll-tax. 

(Jue>ttion,  Did  the  colored  people  generally  pay  that  poll-tax  ? 

AuHirer.  They  are  paying  jiretty  well  now.  I  have  talked  with  a  great  many  of 
them.  I  am  satistied  that  my  acqhaintance  through  the  country-  is  as  extensive  ss 
that  of  any  man  in  the  county.  I  lived  last  year  and  for  two  or  three  years  bcforr  on 
my  i)Iantution  near  Artesia,  in  the  western  part  of  the  county— a  very  populous  black 
district.  The  black  i»eople  out  there  were  jKjrfectly  willing  to  pay  their  poll-tax.  It 
has  been  alleginl  as  a  ground  of  complaint,  through  the  county  and  tfarou;;h  tbf 
country  generally,  that  the  blacks  have  not  paid  their  taxes,  and  i»arf icularly  that 
th«'y  have  not  ])aid  their  ptdl-tax.  Bnt  I  am  satistied  that  when*  they  have  failed  to 
do  to  it  has  been  more  the  fault  of  the  sheriH's  of  the  counties  than  their  fault.  Thcr.' 
were  several  of  us  this  time  who  went  to  the  sherifl'  and  told  him  that  he  must  niakf 
an  honest  efl'ort  to  collect  the  poll-tax  from  the  i>eople ;  that  they  were  willing  to  pay 
it :  and  that  if  he  did  not  collect  it  faithfully,  we  intende<l  to  hold  him  responsible.  I 
intended  to  make  a  motion  against  him  and  hiB  securities  at  the  next  term  of  the 
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court  if  ho  did  not  make  an  honest  effort  and  exhanst  every  means  to  collect  this  tax. 
The  non-collectiou  of  this  tax  had  been  made  a  great  cause  of  complaint ;  and  "Nve  were 
determined  that  that  ground  of  complaint  should  not  exist,  particnlarly  wben  the 
people  were  willing  to  pay  the  tax.  The  sheriff  appointed  men  to  ^o  into  the  different 
parts  of  tbo  county ;  and  for  some  weeks  they  have  been  oolloctmg  the  tax  readilj' 
and  largely. 

QucHtioH.  From  the  colored  people  ? 

An»ivcr.  Yes,  sir.  In  some  cases  the  employers  make  arrangements  to  pay  the  tax 
for  them  and  take  it  out  of  the  crop.  There  are  very  few  instances,  so  far  as  I  have 
heard,  where  tbey  are  not  entirely  willing  to  pay.  Sometimes  they  have  not  under- 
stocxl  how  it  was  assessed,  &c.;  but  whenever  they  have  understocxl  it,  they  have 
shown  their  willingness  to  pay  it ;  and  if  they  did  not  have  the  means,  they  would 
try  to  make  some  shift  to  pay  it  by  an  arrangement  with  their  employers  or  sotne- 
thing  of  that  kind. 

QHestion.  Have  there  been  any  whippings  in  your  county  in  addition  to  what  you 
have  already  mentioned  I 

Atmanr.  Those  that  I  have  spoken  of  particularly  were  whippings  in  the  county  of 
Lowndes;  but  there  is  one  other  cjise  which  1  ouiitted  to  mention.  It  occurred  last 
fall,  or  rather  last  winter.  There  was  a  black  man  name^l  Mason,  who  wan  killed  in 
the  southeastern  part  of  the  county  in  December,  1870,  by  a  body  of  disguised  men. 
He  was  shot  in  his  house. 

Qucation,  What  was  the  assigned  cause  foF  that  act  f 

Answer.  None  of  us  have  been  able  to  trace  it  to  any  particular  cause,  unless  it  was 
that  tlit^  negro  was  an  influential  man  in  his  neighborhood.  I  heard  at  the  time 
that  it  was  probable  he  had  had  some  little  dis])ute  with  his  employer,  a  j'oung  man 
named  Ilolbert,  about  a  settlement  for  the  crop  ;  but  Mr.  HoVbert  did  not  take  any 
notice  of  the  affair  during  the  day  or  for  some  days  afterward.  He  evidently  did  not 
attach  sufficient  importance  to  it  to  do  anything  with  the  negro.  Two  or  three  nights 
afterward  these  disguised  men  came  and  shot  this  negro.  They  did  not  kill  him,  but 
mortally  wounded  him ;  lie  died  in  the  course  of  a  day  or  two.  There  was  no  investi- 
gation had  in  regard  to  the  matter;  not  even  an  inquest  was  held  on  him. 

QiU'siwn.  Can  you  state  any  whippings  thut  have  occurred  since  February  ? 

Answer.  There  was  another  case  of  whipping  just  on  the  line  between  Lowndes  and 
Noxubee  Counties.  It  occurred  in  the  fall,  before  the  case  I  have  just  mentioned.  The 
man  whinjied  was  a  freedman  by  the  name  of  Harston,  on  Major  George  Harston's 
place.  The  general  understanding  in  the  country  at  the  time  was,  that  this  nuin  was 
whipped,  or  pretty  severely  beaten.  The  Ku-Klux  on  that  night  were  going  aft«r  a 
white  man  nanxHl  IJrookshire,  who  lived  on  the  edge  of  Noxubee  County,  and  who,  it 
was  alleged,  had  been  trading  a  great  deal  with  the  freedmen,  receiving  their  cotton, 
corn,  and  produce  generally.  This  party  of  men  had  been  at  Brookshire's  house  and 
had  notified  him  what  they  would  do  with  him  if  he  did  not  quit  trading  in  that  waj*. 
They  were  going  along  through  the  country  when,  as  it  was  said,  this  nuin  Harston 
said  something  to  them — asked  th<»m  where  they  were  going,  or  said,  perhaps,  that  he 
wjis  not  afraid  of  them.  They  fell  npon  him  and  beat  him  terribly.  Whether  that 
party  was  from  Lowndes  or  Noxubee  Couuty  I  do  not  know.  The  affair  happened 
right  on  the  line  between  Lowndes  and  Noxubee.  As  showing  the  tendency  of  this 
thing  in  our  part  of  the  country,  I  will  state  two  cases  which  satisfy  my  mind  of  the 
great  danger  of  any  such  orgaiiization.  There  was  a  man  by  the  name  of  Kendrick, 
up  in  Caledonia,  in  the  northeastern  part  of  the  county,  who  was  put  in  possession  of 
certain  proi>erty  as  tenant,  under  an  attorney  at  Columbus,  bv  the  name  of  Love,  to 
hold  i)ossession  for  the  plaintiff' in  an  ejectment  suit.  Scmio  other  parties  by  the  name 
of  Anderson,  who  were  detendauts,  were  contending  for  the  land  ;  and  it  was  under- 
stood through  the  country  that  they  had  some  connection  with  the  Ku-Klux,  or  knew 
who  they  were,  if  nothing  more.  On  one  of  their  i^aids  onn  night  these  Ku-Klux  went 
to  the  house  of  this  man  Kendrick  and  ordered  him,  under  heavy  penalties,  to  vacate 
the  premises  immediately.  Ho  had  his  crop  upon  it ;  the  cotton  and  corn  were  just 
coming  up.  lie  was  a  very  poor  man.  He  was  frightened  so  badly  that  he  did  not 
even  wait  for  daylight,  but  went  off  in  the  night-time,  as  I  understand  from  one  of 
the  neighbors;  he  got  liist^jam  and  wa<jon,  put  his  movable  property  and  his  family  in, 
and  lelt  the  countiy  immediately.  The  other  parties,  or  some  of  their  sub-tenants, 
came  and  took  possession  of  the  land. 

There  was  another  case,  which  occurred  in  the  latter  part  of  April  or  1st  of  May, 
about  three  miles  or  three  miles  and  a  half  from  Columbus.  There  was  an  old  freed- 
man by  the  name  of  Joe  Beckwith.  He  lived  with  a  man  by  the  name  of  Wynne,  for- 
merly sheriff  of  the  county.  There  was  a  kind  of  report  going  through  the  country 
that  during  the  war  Colonel  Wynne  had  buried  a  large  amount  of  gold  in  his  garden. 
This  ohl  freedman  had.  another  freedman,  a  little  boy,  working  with  him  in  the  garden. 
He  was  sinking  a  i)ost  in  the  garden.  The  boy  in  digging  a  hole  struck  a  ])iece  of  iron 
or  something  of  that  kind.  The  little  fellow  stopped  digging  and  asked  the  old  nmn 
ivhether  he  did  not  think  that  was  where  Colonel  Wynne  had  his  gold  buried.    Tho 
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old  man  told  hiin  no,  lie  reckoned  not,  and  passed  the  matter  oflf  lightly.  About  12 
o'clock  the  little  fellow  struck  out  and  never  made  his  appcurance  any  more.  The  old 
man  did  not  know  what  had  become  of  him.  A  few  nij^hts  after  that,  probably  ten 
days  or  two  weeks  afterward,  there  came  a  body  of  men  riding  around.  The  old  man 
said  he  heard  them  crossing  the  bridge  above.  The  next  night  they  came  to  his  house. 
He  lived  in  a  rather  secluded  place.  They  came  to  his  gate  and  preteude<l  to  have  kiB*t 
their  way,  and  they  called  hiui  out.  He'  never  suspicted  anything.  They  told  him 
they  had'  gotten  off  the  big  road  and  wanted  to  inquire  their  \n  ay  back  to  it.  He  went 
out  to  the  gate,  and  they  collared  liim  and  told  him  they  wanted  him  to  t«ll  them 
where  that  gold  was  biiried.  He  i)rotested  that  he  did  not  know  anything  al>ont  it — 
that  it  was  an  idle  tale.  They  told  hini  that  that  would  not  begin  to  do;  that  he  had 
to  tell  them  tlio  place  where  it  was  buried.  They  put  a  rope  arouud  his  neck,  carried 
it.around  a  tree,  and  swung  him  up  a  time  or  two.  He  persisted  in  saying  that  he 
knew  nothing  about  the  matter.  They  then  recited  the  story  about  the  boy  striking 
the  iron  in  tht?  garden.  They  took  the  old  fellow  and  made  hiln  dig  a  large  part  of  the 
garden  that  night.  They  could  not  find  anything  at  allj  but  they  were  not  satisfied. 
These  were*  diHguiaed  men  ;  there  were  four  of  them  who  did  this  part  of  the  business 
They  then  took  the  negro  a  little  distance  down  the  road  and  hung  him  a  little  worse. 
Finally  they  hung  him  so  badly  that  they  thought  he  was  pretty  nearly  dead,  and  they 
left  him  lying  on  the  ground.  He  says  ho  did  not  know  anything  further  of  what 
occurred  until  next  mornkig  toward  daylight,  or  after  daylight,  he  managed  to  crawl 
to  the  house.  He  was  laid  up  for  tive  or  six  weeks.  The  old  man  who  employed  him— 
a  man  by  the  name  of  Eggleslou,  as  responsible  a  man  as  anybodj'  about  there — told 
me  that  the  old  man's  eyes  were  alnioHt  popped  out  of  his  head  by  the  hanging,  and 
the  marks  of  the  rope  were  on  his  neck ;  he  was  in  a  terrible  tix,  and  it  was  some  time 
before  he  could  g<'t  out  at  all. 

We  nn<lert(K>k  to  investigate  that  case  through  the  police,  and  we  were  i>retty  well 
satistied  as  to  who  the  parties  were  and  where  they  came  from  ;  but  the  evidence  was 
not  sufficient  to  insure  their  conviction,  although  the  presumption  was  so  great  as  to 
amount  almost  t«)  a  moral  certainty.  The  man  who  wanted  them  prosecuted  was  not 
willing  upon  the  strength  of  the  evidence  as  it  stood  to  make  an  affidavit  agaiust  the 
parties. 

This  old'  man  with  whom  the  negro  was  living  had  a  widowed  daughter,  who  was 
living  on  his  ])laee ;  her  husband  died  scmie  time  ago.  She  was  known  in  the  neighlK>r- 
hood  to  have  a  great  deal  of  jewelry  ;  that  is,  a  great  deal  for  our  people  in  these  times. 

ByMr.  B1.AIK: 

Question.  Who  was  she  f 

Aiiiiiir(r.  y\vs.  Wynne,  a  widow.  These  men  inquired  very  i)articularly  whether  she 
was  home.  »She  had  been  abs<»nt  on  a  visit,  and  had  just  gotten  .back  that  night,  brinjf- 
ing  some  friends  with  her.  The  men  went  down  toward  the  house,  (so  tamw  of  tin* 
servants  on  the  jilacc;  stated.)  and  fuiding  that  there  were  friends  in  the  hou^e  with 
her,  they  went  on  and  did  not  stop  there  at  all.  As  to  what  they  proposed  to  do,  any 
one  of  course  can  draw  his  own  inferences. 

80  far  as  Lowndes  County  is  concerned,  that  is  the  extent  of  the  active  outbreaks 
that  have  been  made  by  disguised  men  in  that  county.  »Such  operations  are  confined 
principally,  you  understand,  to  the  easteni,  the  northeastern,  and  the  northcra  part  of 
the  county,  mljoiniug  the  Alabama  line,  and  the  line  of  Monroe  County. 

I  will  state  that  j)arties  have  mentioned  to  me  the  whipping  of  several  fn;edmen 
whom  they  have  named.  One,  who  I  recollect  was  named  Joe  Allen,  was  pretty 
severely  whipped  in  the  Caledonia  neighborhood  some  time  in  June.  He  went  to  At)er- 
deen,  and  from  there  I  undei-stood  he  went  before  the  gi-and  jury  at  Oxfonl,  and 
reported  his  case.  So  far  as  that  i>ortion  ot  the  county  is  concerned,  the  people  are  in 
a  state  of  terror.  They  are  afraid  to  acknowledge  that  they  know  anythini;  alwut 
these  i»arties  of  men  ;  they  are  afraid  to  do  anything  in  opposition  to  them ;  in  fact, 
for  a  part  of  the  time  in  November  they  were  almost  afraid  to  talk  above  a  whisper  in 
regard  to  anything  of  the  sort. 

By  the  Chairman,  (Mr.  Pool  :) 

Qnest'wn.  Have  you  heard  of  any  further  whippings  in  that  county  ? 

Awtwer,  Not  in  that  county.  I  will  state  particularly,  though,  one  matter  that  occurred 
in  June.  A  letter  directed  to  the  Ku-Klux  was  put  in  the  post  office  at  Caledonia.  I 
took  some  ])ains  afterward  to  inquire  who  was  the  party  that  put  it  in,  and  aluo  the 
nature  of  tlie  letter.  A  direction  was  indorsed  on  the  letter,  stating  that  it  was  not  to 
be  given  to  anybody  except  the  Ku-Klux  themselves.  The  |K)8tmaster  told  his  clerk 
not  to  deliver  that  letter;  that  if  any  parties  called  for  it  while  he  was  absent,  to  send 
for  him  so  that  he  might  deliver  it ;  that  he  wanted  to  know  who  got  it.  One  night- 
early  in  the  night — something  like  one  hundre<l  disguised  men — ^from  one  hundred  to 
one  hundred  and  twenty — came  to  the  post  office  and  demanded  this  letter.  The  young 
fellow,  named  Groves,  who  was  a  clerk  in  the  store,  was  very  much  excited,  and  told 
them  what  the  postmaster  had  said  about  giving  tho  letter  oat.    He  said  he  would  go 
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after  the  postmaster,  or  they  could  send  for  him/and  he  would  give  them  the  letter 
himself.  The  postmaster,  who  was  named  Carter,  was  sent  for.  Ho  cnme  up  and 
delivered  the  letter  to  the  captain  or  chief  of  the  men.  They  opened  it  and  went  off. 
The  neij^hiK)rs  8tate  that  these  people  are  in  the  hahit  of  riding  uif  and  down  the 
roads  at  night,  creating  a  great  deal  of  alarm  among  persons  who  are  not  connected  with 
tbeni,  and  among  the  families  in  the  neigh horhood.  Ahout  two  weeks  ago  a  gentle- 
man, who  i^K  as  intelligent  as  any  in  that  part  of  the  county — a  strong  democrat,  but 
111  every  way  an  excellent  man — said  to  me,  **  Yon  know  I  was  a  Kii-Klux  man  up  to 
lilt!  bub  ;  1  never  was  a  member  of  the  order,  but  I  agreed  with  them  in  their  opera- 
tions. I  now  want  to  tell  yon  that  I  have  changed  my  opinion.'''  I  asked  him  what 
liad  changed  his  opinion.  Ho  said  that  one  night  when  they  were  on  these  raids 
against  the  public  schools,  they  came  to  his  house  and  called  him  out.  He  said  he  had 
no  i>ersonal  fear  hii.iself  as  to  what  they  were  going  to  do  to  him.  He  stated  that  they 
told  him  he  should  not  send  his  two  children  to  a  certain  public  school,  a  mile  and  a 
half  from  his  house,  which  was  taught  by  a  Miss  Feemster ;  that  if  he  did  he  must 
take  the  oonse<iueuces.  They  said  they  would  be  back  in  a  certain  time,  and  they  told 
him  what  would  be  ihe  result  if  he  did  not  obey  their  orders. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 

Question.  Was  this  a  public  school  f 

Ansirer.  Yes,  sir. 

Quexfion.  Do  you  think  the  ground  of  their  objection  was  that  it  was  a  public  school? 

Answer.  The  man  had  sent  his  children  there  before  it  was  a  pnblic  school,  and  no 
objections  were  made  at  that  time.  lie  said  that  this  circumstance  had  produced  a 
perlect  revolution  in  his  mind ;  and  that  he  had  never  before  thought  of  the  danger  of 
such  an  organization,  and  of  its  interference  with  individual  rights.  He  said  that  this 
cin-nmatance  had  produced  such  a  change  in  his  mind  that  he  now  went  just  as  far 
opposition  to  the  organization  as  ho  was  formerly  in  favor  of  it. 

By  the  Chaikmax,  (Mr.  Pool:) 

QueMfion.  What  is  the  county  immediately  south  of  your  county  t 

Atmrer.  Noxubee. 

Quentian.  Have  you  heanl  of  any  operations  in  that  county  t 

Atuficcr.  Well,  sir,  Noxubee  and  Monroe  have  been  considered  the  worst  Ku-Klnz 
counties  in  Mississippi. 

QucJttion.  State  what  you  know  in  regard  to  Noxubee  County. 

Answer.  1  can  only  state  what  I  have  heard  generally  as  to  the  character  of  the  ope- 
rations in  that  county,  except  in  one  particular  case.  This  case  was  the  first  by  which 
my  attention  wjis  particularly  attracted  to  these  matters.  It  occurred  on  a  plantation 
belonging  to  my  wife's  aunt.  I  had  cultivated  the  place  a  couple  of  yeare  myself  since 
the  close  of  the  war.  It  belongs  to  this  la<ly  and  a  couple  of  minor  orphan  children. 
1  know  that  the  IVeedmen  on  the  place  were  considerably  above  the  average  as  to  good 
character  and  intelligence.  I  went  down  with  my  aunt  to  the  place  in  the  latter  part 
of  October  or  the  first  of  November,  to  lease  it  out  for  the  coming  year,  or  to  make  some 
arrangements  for  its  cultivation.  There  was  living  on  the  place  a  white  man,  named 
Rev.  .lohn  B.  Baldwin,  a  Methodist  preacher.  He  had  cultivated  most  of  the  ]dace 
(luring  1^70,  but  he  did  not  want  it  all  for  this  year.  I  told  my  aunt  that  I  thought  her 
b«'st  plan  would  be  to  let  Baldwin  have  what  he  wanted  and  to  rent  the  balance  to  the 
freedmen.  Baldwin  said  he  agreed  to  that ;  that  he  did  not  want  but  200  acres. 
There  were  500  acres  of  open  land,  and  she  rented  200  to  Baldwin  and  about  300  to  the 
freedmen.  Among  the  freedmen  who  rented  land  was  an  old  man  by  the  name  of 
Inbam  Lowry,  another  by  the  name  of  Dick  Malone,  and  another  by  the  name  of  Isham 
Malono.  W«i  made  regular  leases  with  them  as  we  would  with  anybody  else.  A  great 
many  people  had  been  renting  their  land  in  that  way.  We  made  leases,  which  were 
pro|)erly  stauiptHi  and  recorded,  just  as  if  we  were  dealing  with  white  men.  On  the 
night  of  the  7th  of  November,  lf70,  a  body  of  these  Ku-Klux,  or  disguised  men,  came 
to  that  plantation  and  went  to  the  house  of  this  old  freedman  Isham  Lowry.  They 
fiot  admittance,  he  not  knowing  who  they  were.  I  am  not  certain  now  whether  ho 
ojMiUed  the  d<K>r  of  his  own  accord  or  whether  they  threatened  him  as  to  what  they 
would  do  if  he  did  not  open  it.  At  any  rate,  they  went  into  his  house,  made  him  kin- 
dle a  light,  and  they  beat  him  very  severely  indeed.  The  house  was  th  double  cabin 
with  a  chimney  in  the  center.  A  freedman  named  Fed  Malone  lived  in  the  opposite 
end  of  the  house,  and  there  was  a  kind  of  a  loft  to  the  building.  Old  Isham,  when 
the  men  commenced  to  beat  him,  began  to  scream  and  pray  and  beg.  Fed  Malone  be- 
came 60  frightened  that  he  ran  into  this  loft  at  the  top  of  the  house.  He  was  up  there  a 
g<»od  part  of  the  time,  and,  being  a  pretty  intelligent  lellow,  could  give  a  pretty  straight 
account  of  things.  There  was  anotlier  freedman  on  the  place,  named  Dick  MaJono — the 
^un  I  spoke  of  a  while  ago.  I  believe  he  was  as  good  a  freedman  as  there  was  in  that 
part  of  the  country.  He  had  been  a  blacksmith  on  the  farm  and  he  did  a  great  deal 
of  the  neighborhood  blacksmitbing.    So  far  as  I  know  or  heard,  he  was  a  peaceful, 
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quiet,  inoffensive  negro,  an  mnch  so  as  any  I  know  anywhere.  He  knew  everybody 
in  the  neif^hliorhixKl,  and  all  the  horses  and  everything  of  that  kind.  His  wife 
says  (and  her  statement  is  abnndantly  con'oborated  by  other  evidence)  that  Dick, 
hearing  the  noise,  went  to  the  door,  and  saw  the  horses  all  covered  with  thotie  Ku-Klm 
disguises.  JIc  did  not  know  what  it  meant ;  it  was  a  new  thing  to  him.  He  immedi- 
ately ran  across  the  quarter  (he  was  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  quarter,  or  row  of  cab- 
ins)'and  got  light  in  among  the  crowd  before  he  knew  the  meaning  of  the  thing.  Thi- 
witnessi's  stated  that  he  evidently  recognized  several  of  the  parties,  and  addressed  them 
with  a  kind  of  pleasant  surprise,  saying,  for  instance.  ^*  Captain  so  and  so,  is  thisyoa? 
What  are  you  doing  here  f  "     He  recognized  also  the  horses. 

Question.  Did  he  call  any  of  the  i»afties  by  name  f 

Annicer.  Yes.  sir.  They  Vook  hold  of  him,  cursed  him  and  abused  him,  and  told  him 
they  were  going  to  kill  him,  or  something  of  that  kind.  He  then  became  alarmed,  and 
as  Fed  Malone  and  others  testified,  he  begged  most  piteously  for  his  life.  Hea.sked 
them  if  thi'v  were  going  to  kill  him  when  his  wife  and  children  were  all  dependent 
upon  him.  They  tired  one  shot  right  through  his  heart  and  kilknl  him  instaiitly.  The 
only  motive  wbich  I  could  discover  for  that  act  (and  I  looked  very  closely  into  the 
matter)  was  that  tlie  parties  must  have  been  afraid  of  detection  through  his  evidence; 
I  bf.'lieve  they  killed  hirn  only  to  escape  detection. 

QucstioH,  liow  ninny  disguised  parties  were  pre8<;nt  that  night  T 

AuHtrer.  As  nearly  as  I  could  learn  from  the  information  I  liave  been  able  to  get, 
there  were  about  forty. 

i^ueatioii.  How  far  from  the  town  of  3Iacon  is  the  place  where  this  occnrrwl  T 

Autticer.  I  think  it  is  exactly  thirteen  miles  from  the  plantation  gate  to  the  town  of 
Hacon,  the  county- s<*at,  which  is  about  five  or  six  miles  from  Brooksville. 

Quextiott.  Does  Mr.  Haskervill  live  in  the  town  of  Macon  ? 

Anmvcr.  Yes,  sir.  His  plantation  is  near  Brooksville,  just  about  six  miles  from  the 
Malone  place.  His  place  of  business,  however,  is  in  Macon.  He  is  in  the  insuranc!- 
business,  and  lives  in  tlie  town  of  Macon.  A  large  number  of  freedmen  were  whipi»til 
on  that  night ;  some  of  them  pretty  severely.  I  did  have  their  names  in  my  memorao- 
dum  book  at  one  time ;  but  I  do  not  find  them  now.  I  should  say  there  were  at  least 
six  whipped. 

Question.  On  the  same  plantation  f 

Answer.  No,  sir;  on  other  places.  There  were  no  others  whipped  on  that  plantation. 
There  was  one  Ireednian,  I  recollect  now,  named  Ben  Daily ;  and  I  also  recollect 
another  by  the  name  of  David  Mueller.'  There  were  four  others.  I  am  satisfied  there 
were  as  many  as  six. 

Question.  \V hipped  that  night  f 

Answer .  Yes,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 
Question.  What  night  was  that  ? 
Ansxcer.  That  was  the  night  of  November?,  1870. 

By  the  Chairman,  (Mr.  Pool  :) 

Question.  State  any  other  cases  that  you  recollect. 

A  nstcer.  There  have  been  a  great  many  other  cases  in  the  county  of  Xoxnhee.  I 
have  been  informed  of  them  through  parties  who  have  said  they  had  seen  those  who 
were  whippe<l,  and  some  who  were  killed.  I  recollect  particularly'  now  the  case  of  a 
uian  killed  near  Sugar  Lock.  I  do  not  remember  his  name,  but  I  recollect  that  the 
fact  was  told  to  me. 

Question.  Was  his  name  "Bully  Jack  T" 

Ansicer.  I  do  not  recollect  his  name. 

Question.  Was  he  a  colored  man  ? 

Ansicer.  Yes,  sir.  He  was  killed  in  the  neighborhood  of  Sugar  Lock,  about  seven  or 
eight  miles  Inflow  Macon.  Then  there  were  some  two  or  more  murders  in  the  sonth- 
eastora  part  of  Noxubee  County,  in  the  neighborhood  of  Cooksville.  The  Ku-Klux 
were  said  to  be  very  bad  in  that  neighborhood.  It  was  very  close  to  the  Alabama 
Une. 

Question.  How  many  were  said  to  have  been  killed  there  f 

Anstrer.  At  least  two  or  more. 

Question.  By  men  in  disguise  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Have  yon  heard  of  any  considerable  number  of  whippings  T 

Ansicer.  I  liave  heard  of  a  considerable  number  in  Noxubee  County.  I  should  say 
that  a  reasonable  or  low  estimate  of  the  number  of  cases  of  which  I  have  heard  from 
reliable  parties — cases  which  I  have  never  investigated  myself,  but  about  which  I 
have  obtained  information  from  x>arties  in  whom  I  have  confidence,  and  who,  I  believe, 
would  not  state  anything  unless  it  was  true — ^would  be  at  least  a  dozen. 

(Question.  Within  what  time  f 

Answer.  Within  eight  or  ten  months. 
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Question.  Any  of  them  within  tho  last  two  or  three  months? 

Ansicer.  They  extended  up  to  within  tho  last  few  mouths,  and  extended  hack,  I 
should  sny,  ten  months  pretty  continuously,  being  a  little  worse  last  spring  and 
during  the  fall  than  verj'  recently. 

Question.  Have  you  heard  of  any  ridings  round  f 

Answer.  Y«%  nir ;  such  things  arc  notorious.  They  create  great  consternation  among 
the  freedmen.  No  man  who  has  not  seen  the  elVeet  and  talked  with  those  people 
about  it,  can  form  any  idea  of  the  consternation  which  a  Ku-Klux  raid,  as  wo  call  it, 
creates  among  the  negroes.    It  frightens  them  nearly  to  death. 

QHestioH.  Does  their  fear  arise  irom  the  dread  of  assassination  where  tho  law  gives 
no  protecticm  f 

Anstter.  Yes,  sir;  they  feel  that  they  are  perfectly  helpless  unless  they  take  their 
guns  in  their  hands  and  go  out  to  defend  themselves. 

Question.  Do  they  keep  guard  at  night  f 

Ans^iver.  Tor  maiiy  reasons,  of  course,  that  would  not  do  if  it  was  possible  to  do  any- 
thing elite ;  but  I  am  satisfied  that  unless  the  United  States  Courts  can  afibrtl  some 
protection  the  people  will  be  comx>elled  to  resort  to  that,  because  they  cannot  stand 
these  things  always. 

Question.  Sup]Miso  the  colored  men,  taking  their  guns  in  their  hands,  should  congre- 
gate together  and  piard  the  roads  at  night ;  what  effect  would  that  prmluce  f 

Answer.  I  think  its  ett'ect  would  be  very  bad  ;  it  might  produce  riot  in  the  country. 

Question.  Would  it  lead  to  a  collision  between  the  races  f 

Answer.  I  think  it  very  likely  it  would;  in  fact,  I  think  it  would  be  pretty  certain 
to  prcKluce  that  result. 

Question.  Does  the  fear  of  that  deter  tho  colored  i>eoplo  from  resorting  to  that  mode 
of  defense  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  Of  course  they  feel  unwilling  to  bring  on  anything  of  that  kind. 
They  want  to  have  every  protection  given  to  them  that  the  Government  can  possibly 
afford  ;  and  tiiey  would'  not  adopt  any  measure  of  that  kind,  except  as  a  last  resort; 
but  1  belir.ve  they  would  do  it  as  an  ultimate  resort;  and  that  is  another  of  the  very 
great  and  extreiue  dangers  which  many  of  us  in  that  country  fear  from  this  organiza- 
tion. 

Question,  Do  yon  think  that  the  operations  of  that  organization  are  calculated  to 
bring  about  that  collision  between  the  races  f 

Jnsira'.  Yes  sir;  I  am  satisfied  of  that;  I  think  it  leads  necessarily  to  that  end, 
becanse  people  cannot  submit  fwrever  to  be  beaten  and  deprived  of  every  right  in  a 
free  country.  If  tlio  (4overnment  cannot  protect  them,  they  will  have  to  protect  them- 
selves.   That  is  the  way  they  feel  about  it. 

Question.  Do  theso  operations  interfere  with  the  labor  of  the  freedmen  ? 

Ansicer.  Very  nuich,  indeed.  And  1  will  state  in  this  connection,  that  it  seems  to  bo 
the  most  short-sigh tfd  policy  in  the  world,  on  the  part  of  the  people  there,  to  practice 
or  countenance  anything  of  this  kind.  I  am  satisfied  that  we  have  had  an  accession 
to  our  laboring  pojmlation  of  very  nearly  one  thousand  good  hands  from  the  laboring 
XK>pulatiou  of  Alabama,  on  account  of  these  Ku-Klnx  oi)erations.  Tbe  colored  peox)l« 
will  not  stay  there,  becanse  they  say  there  is  no  protection  for  them  at  all ;  that  they 
are  liable  to  be  whijuwd,  and  beaten,  and  killed. 

Question.  They  come  to  your  county  because^  it  is  more  quiet  f 

Answer.  It  had  been  up  to  last  spring  ;  but,  as  I  told  you,  last  spring,  in  tho  north- 
eastern part  of  our  county,  things  broke  loose,  and  became  about  as  bad  as  they  possi- 
bly could  be. 

Question.  Previous  to  that  there  had  been  an  accession  to  the  population  of  the 
county  because  other  counties  were  so  much  disturbed  f 

An9trer.  Yrs,  sir;  I  believe  there  was  an  accession  of  fully  a  thousand. 

Question.  How  is  it  that  persons  who  own  land  do  not  oppose  an  organization  which 
interferes  so  much  with  labor  f 

Answer.  I  think,  in  the  first  place,  that  a  great  many  of  them  are  afraid  to  do  it; 
and,  in  the  second  place,  some  of  them  symjiathize  with  it.  I  think  a  great  many  of 
them  sympathized  with  it  at  one  time  ;  but  I  believe  that  many  of  them  now  see  its 
evil  effects,  and  are  not  disposed  to  sympathize  with  it  or  sustain  it  in  any  way.  But 
I  believe  the  large  mass  of  the  people  are  afraid  of  the  consequences  if  they  actively 
oppose  it. 

Question.  Mr.  Baskervill  spoke  of  an  occurrence  in  the  county  of  Noxubee,  where,  I 
think,  a  colored  man  in  the  custody  of  a  constable  was  chained  in  an  out-house,  and 
during  the  night  was  either  taken  out  or  made  his  escape,  and  he  has  not  been  heard 
of  since.     Do  you  know  anything  of  that  case  t 

Ansieer.  Yes,  sir;  I  recollect  hearing  of  a  case  of  that  kind.  That  was  a  recent  oc- 
currence. I  will  state  what  I  heard  of  it,  just  exactly  as  I  heard  it  from  persons  living 
in  the  immediate  neighborhood — one  man  who  lives  on  the  adjoining  plantation,  and 
another  who  lives  three  or  four  miles  off,  both  white  men,  and  both  men  of  standing  in 
the  community. 
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By  Mr.  Blair  f 

Question.  What  are  their  names  f 

Answer.  One  is  named  John  W.  Chandler,  and  the  other  Dr.  Matt  Clay.  They  ai« 
both  larj^e  planters  in  the  neighborhcKMl.  Their  accounts  dififer  a  littlein  regard  to 
some  of  the  facts,  but  the  main  features  agree.  One  statement  was  that  this  man  bor- 
rowed a  mule  from  his  employer,  Mr.  Moore,  to  ride  down  to  see  some  of  his  kinspeople, 
in  Lowndes  County,  fifteen  or  twenty  miles  distant ;  that  he  did  not  return  at  the  time 
he  agreed  to  return,  and  Mr.  Moore  thought  he  had  stolen  the  mule ;  but  he  finally 
brought  the  mule  back,  when  Mr.  Moore  had  him  arrested  for  stealing.  The  other 
account  was  that  the  negro  had  taken  the  mule  without  Mr.  Moore's  leave,  although 
Mr.  Moore  knew  wuo  had  the  mule,  and  had  ridden  it  off;  that  Mr.  Moore  sent  some 
persons  after  him,  and  brought  him  back ;  that  Mr.  Moore  r^overed  his  property,  and 
that  the  magistrate  tried  the  man  upon  the  affidavit  of  Mr.  Moore. 

By  the  Chairman,  (Mr.  Pool  :) 

Question,  You  mean  investigate*!  the  case  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  mean  investigated  it.  Of  course  he  could  not  have  tried  it  regu- 
larly. If  the  charge  was  true,  the  case  would  have  been  one  of  grand  larceny.  The 
magistrate  bound  the  man  over  to  appear  at  the  next  term  of  the  circuit  court.  The 
evidence,  however,  as  I  uuderstood  it  from  both  these  parties,  was  slight,  and  did  not 
show  positively  any  intent  to  steal;  in  other  words,  the  felonious  intent  necessar>'  to 
constitute  the  oflense  did  not  appear;  but  I  suppose  the  magistrate  was  desirous  to 
have  the  case  investigated  by  a  higher  tribunal,  and  bound  the  party  over  to  appear 
at  the  next  term  of  the  circuit  court.  The  man  was  not  able  to  give  the  bond  required, 
and  the  magistrate  put  him  in  the  charge  of  a  coustable  named  Bridges,  who  live<l  some 
two  or  three  miles  from  the  magistrate's  office,  in  the  opposite  direction  fi-om  the 
countj'-seat,  and  OA'cr  towards  the  Alabama  line. 

Question.  Bridges  was  charged  with  the  duty  of  taking  the  man  to  the  public  jail  T 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  he  had  a  regular  mUtimus  for  him  to  put  him  in  the  public  Jail  of 
the  county  f 

Question,  And  instead  of  taking  the  prisoner  to  the  public  jail,  he  went  in  the  oppo- 
site direction  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  he  went  to  his  own  house.  It  was  in  the  afternoon  when  the  in- 
vestigation terminated,  and  he  carried  the  man  to  his  own  house,  in  the  opposite 
direction  from  the  jail,  stating  that  he  would  take  him  to  the  jail  the  next  day. 

Question.  Was  this  in  the  most  disturbed  portion  of  the  county  f 

Ansicer.  Yes,  sir ;  that  and  the  northwestern  part  of  the  county  were  the  most  di»- 
turbe<l  poi-tions  of  the  county.  Bridges  took  the  prisoner  and  shut  him  up  iu  an  out- 
house on  his  place,  which  had  been  used  for  a  school-house — a  building  not  very  far  off 
but  still  some  distance  from  his  residence.    The  next  morning  the  man  was  gone. 

Question.  Did  Bridges  leave  the  prisoner  in  that  out-house  alone  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Did  he  chain  himf 

Answer.  No,  sir;  he  just  locked  him  up,  as  I  understood  from  those  gentlemen,  and 
secured  the  door  in  some  way.  The  next  rooming  the  man  was  missing.  One  of  these 
gentlemen,  Mr.  Chandler,  stated  a  very  essential  circumstance,  and  I  do  not  believe  be 
would  state  it  unless  it  was  true.  He  said  that  when  the  man  was  missing  the  next 
morning,  a  note  to  this  effect  was  found  in  the  house  where  he  had  been  confined: 
"  Don't  be  alarmed ;  we've  got  him." 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 
uestion.  Was  that  note  signed  by  any  oneT 
Ansicer.  No,  sir.  If  it  was  stated  that  it  was  signed,  I  do  not  recollect  the  circum- 
stance, and  I  paid  very  particular  attention  to  what  Mr.  Chandler  stated  on  that  point. 
That  created  a  great  deal  of  uneasiness  in  the  neighborhood.  The  father  of  the  negro 
who  was  missing  lived  ou  the  adjoining  plantation;  and  some  of  the  negro's  kinspeeple 
became,  of  course,  very  restless,  uneasy,  and  excited  about  it.  They  looked  about 
through  the  country  to  see  if  they  could  discover  anything  of  the  missing  man.  There 
were  some  reiwrts  that  he  had  been  seen  up  in  Lowndes  County,  and  at  Artesia,  on  the 
railroad,  and  at  Aberdeen,  and  other  places.  But  these  reports  could  not  be  traced  to 
any  definite  source.  On  the  Sunday  night  afterward — I  think  this  occurrence  happened 
on  Friday  or  Saturday — the  negroes,  as  I  understood,  went  to  the  house  of  this  man 
Bridges  to  inquire  of  him  something  about  the  negro,  or  to  demand  of  him  why  he  had 
not  been  kept  safely,  or  carried  properly  to  the  jail.  Opinion  in  the  neighborhood 
differs  as  to  the  purpose  of  that  party  of  negroes — whether  they  went  there  to  assault 
Mr.  Bridges — ^but  from  what  I  hear  and  believe,  I  do  not  think  they  had  any  intention 
to  do  Mr.  Bridges  any  harm,  or  make  any  assault  npon  him,  either  as  an  officer  or  as  an 
individual.  I  think  they  went  for  the  pjirpose  of  getting  information  from  him  and 
trying  to  trace  the  negro  up,  to  see  what  hsul  becomo  of  him.  One  of  these  gentlemen 
Btatea  that  the  negroes  had  their  guns.  I  asked  him  especially  how  they  came  to  have 
their  gons  on  8auday,  when  they  went  to  Mr.  Bridges'  house.    He  said  thAt  they 
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had  been  around  in  the  swamps  of  the  river,  &c.,  hunting  for  the  man;  that  they  had 
taken  their  guns  along;  that  tiiey  had  met  at  a  little  place  called  Bigbee  Valley,  where 
there  was  a  store  aud  a  mill,  and  had  come  back  ^by  way  of  Bridges'  house.  He  said 
he  had  no  idea  they  intended  to  do  Bridges  any  harm  or  violence.  Bridges  got 
frightened ;  and  when  ho  saw  them,  before  they  had  any  interview  with  him  at  all, 
went  out  of  his  back  door  and  ran  off. 

By  the  Chaikman,  (Mr.  Pool:) 

Quesiion.  Did  you  hear  that  he  fired  into  tho  crowd  T 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  never  heard  that. 

Question.  Did  you  hear  that  they  tired  forty  or  fifty  shots  at  him  f 

Answer.  No,  sir.  My  idea  was  that  he  became  alarmed  and  ran  away  out  the  back 
door.     I  never  heard  of  any  firing  either  at  him  by  the  negroes,  or  by  him  at  them. 

Queslian.  Mr.  Baskervill  stated  that  Bridges  fired  into  the  negroes  first,  and  I  think 
he  said  they  fired  fifty  shot^i  at  him,  but  nobody  was  hurt. 

Anfncer.  The  uuitter  was  greatly  exaggerated  through  the  country ;  but  these  parties 
residing  in  the  neighborhood  would,  I  think,  bo  likely  to  know  what  was  correct. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 
Question.  Mr.  Chandler  made  no  mention  of  the  shooting  to  youf 
Ansictr.  No,  sir ;  nor  did  Dr.  Clay. 

By  the  Chairman,  (Mr. Pool:) 

Question.  Is  it  likely  that  tho  negroes  of  the  neighborhood,  in  the  then  excited  con- 
dition of  att'aira,  would  have  gone  with  any  hostile  purjiose  to  Mr.  Bridges'  house  ? 

Ansirer.  1  do  not  believe  they  would. 

Quesiion.  They  w^ere  not  disguised  t 

Anncer.  O,  no,  sir;  not  at  all.  They  went  in  the  day-time.  It  was  late  on  Sunda.y 
afternoon. 

Question.  Mr.  Baskervill  said  that  they  went  at  night. 

Ansicer.  I  am  satisfied  that  that  is  a  mistake.  The  most  that  can  be  said  is,  that  it 
was  late  in  the  afternoon.    I  am  positive  that  it  was  not  in  the  night. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 

Question.  Was  the  man  who  was  missing  ever  heard  of  afterward  T 
Ansicer.  Tliere  was  a  man  found  drowned  in  the  river,  a  short  distance  from  there. 
The  report  which  I  heard  was,  that  the  body  was  very  much  bloated  fi'om  having  been 
in  the  water,  probably,  for  some  time ;  but  the  black  people  in  the  neighborhood  said 
they  recognized  certain  parts  of  tho  man's  clothing. 

By  tho  CnAiRM\x,  (Mr. Pool:) 

Question.  As  the  clothing  of  the  prisoner  who  was  missing  f 
Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 

Question.  What  time  of  the  year  was  this? 

Answer.  It  has  not  been  more  than  four  or  five  weeks  ago. 

Question.  Do  steamboats  run  ui^  that  river  in  the  summer  time  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir,  they  do  not ;  the  river  has  been  too  low  for  some  considerable  time 
for  any  boat  to  run  up  there. 

Question.  1  think  it  hau  been  stated  in  evidence  here,  that  a  man  had  fallen  from  a 
steamboat  and  been  drowned  in  that  river ;  and  it  was  supposed  that  the  body  found 
was  that  of  the  man  who  had  fallen  from  the  steamboat  ? 

Ansicer.  I  think  that  must  be  a  mistake,  for  I  am  confident  that  no  steamboat  had 
been  that  high  up  tho  river  for  sometime.    I  am  Sure  the  river  was  too  low. 

Question.  How  long  since  any  boats  had  been  running  there  ? 

Answer.  I  think  it  would  be  safe  to  say  that  it  had  been  six  weeks  cr  two  months 
since  any  boat  had  been  up  that  part  of  the  river. 

Question.  Then  you  think  this  story,  about  the  body  found  being  thatof  a  negro  who 
had  fallen  from  a  steamboat,  was  not  true  f 

Anstcer.  I  think  so.  It  was  not  only  improbable,  but  I  believe  from  my  knowledge 
that  the  thing  was  impossible. 

By  Mr.  Blair: 

Question.  Do  you  think  anybody  would  attempt  to  get  up  such  an  improbable  story 
as  you  represent  this  to  be  T  Would  not  every  man  there  know  that  the  story  was 
improbable  ? 

Atisu^er.  I  should  Judge  so,  because  the  river  had  evidently  been  for  some  time  too 
low  for  steamboats  to  navigate. 

Question.  Waa  not  that  known  to  everybody  t 

Answer.  Yes,  air. 
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Question,  What  then  would  be  the  sense  of  j^etting  up  such  a  story  ? 
Answer,  I  do  not  think  there  would  bo  any  sense  in  it,  unless  they  might  expect  to 
create  some  capital  among  people  who  did  not  know  any  better. 

By  the  Chairman,  (Mr.  Pool  :) 
Question.  Did  you  ever  hear  anything  stated  in  that  community  about  a  man  having 
fallen  from  a  steamlioat  ? 
Anstver.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Did  you  hear  that  from  those  two  gentlemen  f 
Answer.  No,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Bccklev  : 

Question.  How  far  from  Mr.  Bridges*  house  was  the  place  where  the  body  of  this  negro 
was  found  ? 

Answer.  I  know  the  general  neighborhood,  but  I  do  not  know  the  exact  place  on 
which  Mr.  Bridges  lives.  I  should  say  the  distance  was  not  over  three  or  four  mile*— 
anyhow  not  over  live  miles— probably  not  over  three. 

By  the  Chairman,  (Mr.  Pool:) 

Question.  You  think  that  such  a  report  about  a  man  having  fallen  from  a  steamboat 
could  not  deceive  anybody  in  that  locality  T 

Answer.  I  do  not  think  it  could. 

Question.  State  any  other  occurrence  which  you  know  anything  about. 

Answer.  So  far  as  Noxubee  is  concerned,  I  know  no  other  case  iM)sitively,  except  those 
I  have  stated.  From  other  parties,  w^hom  I  believe  to  be  reliable  and  truthfalj  I  have 
information  in  regard  to  WiuBton,  Monroe,  and  part  of  Oktibbeha  County. 

Question.  Have  you  heard  of  frequent  ridings  by  these  disguised  men  in  the  county  of 
Noxubee  ? 

Annwer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  During  last  spring? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Have  you  heard  of  the  whipping  of  any  women  in  that  county? 

Answer.  N<»,  sir ;  I  have  not  heard  of  the  whipping  of  anj'  women  there.  I  know  that 
in  Winston  County  there  was  a  white  woman  run  off  from  the  neighborhood  bv  dis- 
guised parties ;  she  went  over  into  Noxubee,  and  was  living  on  the  eastern  edge  o{  that 
county ;  she  was  sent  for  to  that  i>lace,  I  understand,  as  a  witness  before  the  circuit 
court. 

By  Mr,  Blair  : 

Question.  What  was  she  run  off  for  ? 

Answa:  I  do  not  know  ;  I  did  not  hear ;  I  simply  have  an  impression  as  to  why  she 
was  run  oil*;  but  I  do  not  know  positively. 

Question.  What  was  the  reas<m  ? 
•    Answ(r.  I  do  not  know  the  reason  ;  my  impression  is  that  probably  she  was  a  lewd 
woman  ;  I  think  that  likely  from  what  I  have  heard;  I  have  not  heard  anything  posi- 
tive on  the  subject ;  I  just  gather  that  from  the  general  circumstances  of  the  case  and 
developments  whicli  I  heard  connected  witli  it. 

By  the  Chairman,  (Mr.  Pool:) 

Question.  You  say  you  understood  that  there  were  parties  killed  near  Cooks^iUcj 
Noxubee  County  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  I  understooil  there  were  as  many  as  two  killed  there,  and  consider- 
able diuturbances  in  that  nei«:jhborhood. 

Question.  And  you  heard  ot  some  in  the  neighborhood  of  Sugar  Lock  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Within  the  last  eight  or  teli  months? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Do  you  recollect  whether  Mr.  Huggins  was  whipped  in  that  neighborhood? 

Answf*r.  He  was  whipped  in  Alonroe  County;  I  recollect  that  circumstance  quite 
.  distinctly. 

Question.  In  what  county  does  Mr.  Charles  M.  Doss  live  ? 

Answer.  In  the  north we«tern  part  of  Noxubee  County. 

Question.  What  is  the  character  of  Mr.  Doss  t 

Answer.  He  has  the  reputation  of  being  a  violent  man. 

Question.  Have  you  lived  in  the  county  of  Noxubee  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir;  I  cultivated  land  there  for  two  years,  on  the  Malone  place;  I  know 
large  numbers  of  people  there. 

Question.  You  say  Mr.  Doss  is  a  man  of  violent  character  ? 

Ansicer.  That  is  his  reputation ;  he  is  personally  a  clever  man;  but  he  la  evidently 
overbearing  and  violent. 

Question,  Has  he  any  connection  with  the  Ku-Kluz? 
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Anatccr,  That  is  his  reputation  in  that  country. 

Question.  Ih  it  reputed  that  he  is  a  captain,  or  chief,  among  them  T 

Awticer.  It  is  reputed  that  ho  is  a  captain. 

Question.  In  that  county  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Qtieuiion.  State  whether  he  hasnindo  any  demonstration  against  the  civil  officers  there 
at  any  time,  or  on  more  occasions  tlian  one. 

Anstcer.  I  heard  the  city  marsh.il  of  Macon,  and  others  from  there,  Kay  tliat  he  defied 
the  civil  anthoritieH  in  Macon  whenever  he  pleased,  and  thar  there  was  but  one  man, 
Mclnnis,  who  was  city  marshal  a  while,  who  could  do  anything  with  him  ;  that  as  to 
the  balance,  whenever  ho  got  drunk  or  took  a  notion,  he  ccmld  run  right  over  them, 
and  do  ])retty  nuu'h  as  he  pleased.  I  recollect  that  at  one  time  last  spring  there  was 
a  case  that  created  considerable  remark  through  the  country.  I  heard  several  lawyers 
sp»*ak  of  it.  Th(;re  was  a  magistrate's  cour;  convened  to  investigate^  a  case  of  murder, 
where  a  man  named  Kskridge  was  cliarged  with  killing  a  man  at  Sugar  Lock.  Three 
magistrates  were  on  the  bench  trying  the  ca«e,  and  Doss  was  among  tliose  ])rc8ent  in 
the  court-room.  The  magistrates,  I  think,  had  ordered  that  a  certain  door  in  the  court- 
room should  be  closed,  and  that  all  parties  wishing  to  go  out  should  pass  through  an- 
other door,  sc)  as  not  to  interrupt  the  pniceedings  of  the  court.  D<k<s  determined  that 
he  wt)uld  go  out  of  that  door  which  the  magistrates  had  ordered  clos.'d.  The  sheriff 
and  others  tried  to  expostulate  with  him  ;  but  Doss  swore  that  he  would  pass  through 
that  door,  cursing  loudly  in  the  court-room.  According  to  the  report  that  I  heard,  ho 
drew  his  pistol  and  rushed  on  the  stand  where  the  judges  were;  and  his  conduct  just 
broke  up  the  court.  It  was  said  that  the  sherift'  was  afraid  to  make  any  etfurt  to 
arrest  Doss,  but  that  one  of  his  deputies  tried  to  do  so,  and  that  the  sheriff  then  and 
there  dischargi'd  the  deputy,  telling  him  that  ho  would  not  have  an  officer  wJio  acted 
in  that  way.  The  deputy  'said  he  was  trying  to  do  his  duty.  The  deputy  told  me 
himself  that  the  sheriff  discharged  him  for  no  other  reason  in  the  world  than  that  he 
tried  to  arrest  the  man,  and  to  X)re8t3rve  order  in  the  court. 

Question.  Of  what  politics  is  thai  sheriff  f 

Attsirtr.  Wrll,  sir,  it  is  hard  to  tell.  He  was  appointed  by  Governor  Alcorn  ;  but  it 
is  pretty  hard  t(»  tell  what  he  is.  He  is  a  milk-and-cider  sort  of  a  man.  I  should  say 
juetty  sitroiigly  that  he  is  not  a  republican.  I  do  not  know  positively  that  he  is  a 
democrat ;  I  suppose  he  would  call  himself  a  conservative. 

By  Mr.  Blaik  : 
Question.  You  do  not  snpnoso  that  any  republicans  are  "  milk-and-cider  men  f  " 
Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  some  ot  them.    I  think  that  if  that  sheriff"  was  any  sort  of  ureimb- 
licau  at  all,  he  was  one  of  that  kind. 

By  the  Ciiamiman,  (Mr.  Pool:) 

Question.  Who  is  the  judge  of  your  circuit  f 

Ansierr.  Judge  J.  A.  Orr. 

Question.  Is  hi^  a  good  judge  ? 

Answer.  One  of  the  best  we  have  had  in  that  State,  and  I  think  as  good  as  any  in 
the  country.    He  is  a  man  of  lino  ability — a  lawyer  of  high  standing. 

Question.  Is  he  especially  rigid  in  the  enforcement  of  the  criminal  law  upon  guilty 
parties,  provided  the  juries  will  convict  i 

Aiuncer.  Uemarkably  so.  There  was  a  judge  in  that  country  a  ijood  many  years  ago 
name<l  Harris,  who  was  a  **  terror  to  evil-doere ;"  but  Judge  Orr  is,  if  anything,  moro 
rigid  than  he  was  in  the  execution  of  the  criminal  law,  wherever  it  is  possible  to  have 
the  law  enforced,  and  where  the  proper  evidence  can  be  obtained. 

Question.  Have  those  colored  men  in  Noxubee  County  who  went  to  the  constable's 
honse  been  arrested  l»y  the  State  authorities  t 

Anstver.  Yes,  sir ;  they  were  arrested  by  tliis  justice  of  the  peace,  who  bound  over 
the  man  that  was  charged  with  taking  the  mule.  Some  eighteen  or  twenty  were 
arrested  and  committed  to  jail  in  Macon  for  want  of  bail. 

Question.  Arrested  on  what  charge  f 

Answer.  On  the  charge  of  creating  a  riot. 

Question.  Have  the  State  authorities  ever  arrested  men  for  the  whippings  and  mur- 
ders of  which  you  spoke  f 

Answei'.  I  never  heard  of  one  being  arrested  or  of  any  effort  of  that  kind  being 
made. 

Question.  Has  that  magistrate  ever  taken  any  proceeding  against  the  constable,  who, 
insteafl  of  taking  the  negro  prisoner  to  jail,  carried  him  in  a  dift'erent  direction  t 

Answer.  None  that  I  have  ever  heard  of. 

Question,  Was  any  inquest  held  over  the  body  of  the  negro  who  was  found  drowned 
in  the  river  f 

Answer.  No,  sir;  not  so  far  as  I  have  heard. 

Question.  Have  you  heard  of  an  inqnest  being  held  over  the  body  of  any  negroes 
killed  in  tliat  county  f 
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Anstcer.  There  was  an  inqnest  (the  only  one  I  ever  heard  of)  held  on  the  bodj  of 
Dick  Malone.  That  was  held  by  a  justice  of  the  peace ;  bnt  there  were  no  arrests  made, 
or  anything  of  that  sort. 

Que«iwn.  Winston  County  is  west  of  Noxubee  County  f 

Jn8ir<r.  Yes.  sir. 

Qui'fiiion.  State  the  condition  of  things  in  the  county  of  Winston,  so  ikr  as  yon  have 
heard. 

Anstcer.  So  far  as  I  have  heard,  there  is  in  the  county  generally  a  very  bad  state  of 
affairs,  and  cspr'ciaily  in  the  eastern  part  of  the  county.    It  is  jnst  a  reign  of  terror. 

Qu<Hiion.  You  mean  the  i)ortion  of  the  county  bordering  on  Noxubee  t 

Anmrtr.  Yes,  sir. 

(^ufHtion.  Is  there  a  worse  condition  of  affairs  in  the  county  of  Winston  than  in 
Noxubee  ? 

AiiHiccr.  Well,  I  cannot  say  that  there  's ;  but  it  is  certainly  very  bad.  In  a  part  of 
the  county  I  should  say  it  v/as,  if  anything,  woi*8e. 

Qiujiiiott.  State  whjtyou  consider  to  be  the  condition  of  things  in  Winston. 

Antticer.  Well,  I  know  that  a  great  man}  of  the  white  people  there — i>eopIe  in  mod- 
erate circumstances  and  poor  people — are  really  a/niid  of  their  lives  unless  they  agree 
in  their  views  with  certain  parties.  Tbeso  disguised  men  ride  thnmgh  the  eonutry 
there,  and  the  citizens  are  afraid  to  take  any  active  steps  in  opposition  to  them  for 
fear  of  their  lives.    That  is  the  statement  that  comes  to  me. 

QueMiimi.  When  you  say  that  they  are  afraid  of  their  lives  unle&s  they  agree  with 
certain  parties,  what  do  yiu  mean  f 

Anstcer,  I  mean  that  they  are  afraid  of  thei^e  disguised  men — ^people  who  aregea- 
erally  ri*cognized  there  as  Ku-Klux. 

Qumtion.  Who  are  afraid  of  them  f 

Answer.  The  )>eople  generally  of  the  country,  except  their  own  set.  Several  parties 
have  told  me  that  numbers  of  white  men  there  have  said  that  if  they  could  possibly 
sell  out,  or  if  they  hud  any  means  of  getting  away,  they  would  quit  the  country. 

QueHiion.  Werethose  white  men  republicans  f 

AnttKir.  No,  sir;  I  do  not  know  that  they  were.  If  they  were,  I  have  not  heard  of 
them  in  that  connection.    Nor  do  I  know  they  are  not. 

QueHiion.  Are  the  colored  men  generally  the  class  most  afraid  f 

Answer.  Of  coui*se,  if  this  class  of  white  men  are  afraid,  the  black  people  would  be 
in  iutinitely  more  fear. 

Question.  Are  the  depredations  of  the  Ku-Klux  generally  aimed  at  the  colored  people? 

Ansicci:  I  know  of  one  negro  over  there  having  been  killed  in  the  immediate  neigh- 
borhood I  speak  of. 

By  Mr.  Blaib  : 
Question.  In  Winston? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  He  was  a  negro  by  the  name  of  Triplet,  who  used  to  belong  to  an 
old  man  named  Jack  Triplet. 

By  the  Chairman,  (Mr.  Pool:) 

Question.  State  the  circumstances  of  that  case. 

Anstcer.  He  was  shot  in  his  house  last  fall.  He  was  sitting  in  his  house  one  night 
along  with  his  wife,  when  a  party  of  these  disguised  men  came.  A  gun  was  poked 
through  a  crack  in  the  house,  and  he  was  shot  and  mortally  wounded  f  he  died  very 
soon  afterward. 

Question.  On  whose  plantation  was  that  f 

Answer.  I  do  not  know.  I  think  the  man  was  living  to  himself.  He  had  been  livine 
with  old  man  Triplet,  but  he  was  then  living,  I  think,  to  himself,  on  some  rented 
land,  or  with  someother  party  in  the  neighborhood. 

QueHiion.  Had  this  affair  any  connection  with  his  leaving  Mr.  Triplet? 

Anstcer.  I  heard  it  had.  I  know  nothing  about  it  of  my  own  knowledge;  but  it  was 
stated  to  me  by  other  parties  that  after  living  with  Mr.  Triplet  some .  time  he  had 
finally  left  him ;  that  the  old  man  wanted  him  to  come  back ;  that  the  negro  would 
not  do  it ;  and  that  there  had  been  sduio  threats,  or  something  of  that  kind  made;  and 
finally  he  was  killed. 

By  Mr.  Blvir  : 

Question.  There  is  a  direct  implication  in  your  statement  that  this  man  waa  killed  at 
the  instigation  of  Triplet.  Do  you  believe,  upon  the  Information  you  have  received, 
that  that  is  the  fact  f 

Anstcei\  I  believe  that  from  the  information  I  have  received ;  I  would  not  make  an 
aflidavit  against  a  party  on  that  kind  of  information,  unless  I  bad  a  number  of  witneflBei 
to  sustain  it. 

Question.  Wbo  gave  you  the  information  ?  • 

Answer.  White  men. 

Qtiestion,  Let  us  know  who  they  are. 
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Answer,  The  information  comes  tbroach  a  man  by  the  name  of  Ambrose  Parks^  who 
lives  in  the  immediate  neighborhood  of  Triplet. 

Question.  Did  he  state  this  to  you  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  he  stated  it  to  another  pai-ty,  who  stated  it  to  me. 

Question.  Who  was  the  party  that  stated  it  to  youf 

Answer.  There  are  certain  reasons  why  I  would  not  like  to  tell  who  the  other  party 
is.  The  man  who  gave  mo  the  information  did  not  want  his  name  connected  with  it.. 
He  is  a  man  who  can  be  produced. 

Qtieslion.  How  can  he  be  produced  when  yon  will  not  tell  his  name  f 

Answer.    He  could  bo  produced  upon  any  trial  or  investigation  there  in  the  country. 

Question.  1  insist  upon  an  answer  to  the  question,  who  was  the  man  that  gave  this 
information  ?  I  do  not  thmk  we  are  hero  to  arraign  men  for  murder  upon  anonymous 
information. 

Answer.  I  think  he  has  already  been  arraigned  in  the  courts  of  the  country. 

By  the  Chairman,  (Mr.  Pool:) 

Question.  Why  do  you  desire  not  to  give  the  name  f  Is  your  reason  connected  with, 
any  matter  of  public  justice,  or  with  the  executive  department  of  the  State? 

Answer.  It  is  indirectly.  I  believe  that  to  give  the  name  would  probably  defeat  the 
ends  of  justice ;  and  I  decidedly  prefer  not  to  give  it. 

Question.  Are  you  willing  to  give  the  name  to  General  Blair  privately,  in  order  that 
he  may  summon  the  witness,  if  he  desires  to  investigate  this  matter  ? 

Answer.  I  am. 

Question.  Do  you  desire  to  withhold  the  name  of  this  witness  for  any  other  reason 
than  that  you  believe  that  giving  it  would  tend  to  defeat  the  cuds  of  justice,  and 
interfere  with  the  operations  of  the  governor  of  the  State  in  his  investigation  of  these 
cases  f 

Answer.  I  have  no  other  reason  for  declining. 

Question.  Have  you  given  the  name  of  tbat  witness  to  General  Blair  privately  f 

Answer.  I  have. 

[After  discussion  by  the  committee,  the  Chairman  (Mr.  Pool)  announced  it  as  the 
opinion  of  the  majority  that  it  was  not  proper  for  the  name  to  be  given,  so  as  to  be 
placed  in  the  printed  evidence.] 

Bj'  the  Chairman,  (Mr.  Pool  :) 

Question  State  the  character  of  Mr.  Jack  Triplet,  so  far  as  you  have  learned  it. 

Answer.  So  far  as  I  have  learned  his  character,  it  is  that  he  is  rather  a  violent  man, 
and  that  he  is  the  head-leader  of  thi'se  Ku-Klux  in  his  part  of  the  country.  I  state 
that  as  his  reputation. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 
Question.  I  understood  you  to  say  or  intimate  that  he  was  a  very  old  man  f 
Answer.  He  is  not  a  very  old  man;  but  he  is  an  elderly  man.    I  cannot  state  his  age 
with  exact  certainty ;  but  he  is  a  man  past  the  meridian  of  life. 

By  the  Chairman,  (Mr.  Pool  :) 

Question.  Do  you  say  that  he  has  been  arraigned  in  the  courts  of  justice  T 

Answer.  I  believe  he  has ;  that  is  my  information. 

Question.  Upon  what  charge  f 

Anstcer.  Upon  the  charge  of  violating  the  enforcement  act.  He  has  been  arraigned, 
I  understand,  in  the  United  States  district  court  at  Oxford. 

Question.  Charged  with  outrages  committed  as  a  Ku-Klux  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Do  you  recollect  any  of  the  circumstances  of  the  killing  of  this  negro? 
Was  a  Mr.  Mcllhenny  said  to  have  been  there  ? 

Anstcer.  Yes,  sir ;  tiis  name  was  connected  with  it  from  this  fact :  After  the  shooting 
the  parties  dispersed  :  and  the  next  morning  there  was  a  hat  found  in  the  woods  where 
there  were  tracks  ojf  horses,  &c. ;  and  this  hat  was  recognized  by  several  persons  in 
the  neighborhoo<l  as  Mcllhenny's  hat ;  and  it  also  appeared  that  the  next  morning  he 
went  to  the  neighborhood  store  close  by,  and  bought  himself  another  hat.  I  heard 
those  circumstances  connecting  Mcllhenny  with  that  affair.  • 

Question.  Was  there  any  other  circumstance  connected  witli  that  hat  ? 

Answer.  It  seems  to  me  that  he  bought  the  hat  at  ohl  Inan  Triplet's  store;  I  think 
that  old  man  Triplet  owns  the  neighborhood  store,  :|nd  that  the  hat  was  bought  of  ' 
him.    That  evidence,  I  believe,  has  also  been  presented  to  the  authorities  in  the  trial 
before  the  district  court  at  Oxford. 

Question.  This  occurrence  was  in  the  county  of  Winston  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  What  time  did  you  say  it  happened  ? 

Answer.  Last  falh  I  recollect  that  it  occurred  before  December,  because  I  remember 
that  I  saw  an  affidavit  in  the  possession  of  the  governor  in  regard  to  another  party  in 
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that  neighborhood  connected  with  the  affair ;  and  it  was  in  December  when  I  lawtbe 
affidavit. 

Question,  Something  haa  been  said  in  yonr  testimony  about  the  whipping  of  a  woman 
•over  in  that  county? 

Jinatcer.  I  do  not  rememlier  particularly  as  to  the  whipping  of  the  woman.  She  wa« 
forced  to  leave  the  neighborhcMxl. 

Question.  What  was  her  name  f 

Anstrer.  Her  name  was  Triply  Ann  Tackett.  I  recollect  her  name  becaaae  I  saw  the 
.  affidavit. 

Question.  How  was  she- forced  to  leave  ? 

Answer.  These  disguised  men,  or  Ku-Khix,  went  to  her  house  and  told  her  that  bbo 
had  to  leave  the  neighborhowl.  They  made  a  great  many  threats.  The  exact  charfti* 
ter  of  the  threats  was  stated  in  the  paper  which  I  saw.  Threats  were  made  as  t« 
what  they  would  do  with  her  if  she  did  not  leave.  She  swore  distinctly  and  positivilr 
that  she  recognized  several  parties,  and  their  names  were  given  in  that  affidavit. 
Among  others  this  old  man  Jack  Triplet,  and  I  think  his  sou,  and  a  man  by  the  name 
of  Matthews,  were  named.  She  went  on  and  stated  as  many  as  six.  The  affidavit  wa» 
made  before  a  justice  of  the  peace  named  Shiimian,  and  was  in  the  possession  of  the 
governor  when  I  saw  it.  I  know  that  she  did  leave  the  neighborhood  and  went 
over  near  a  little  place  called  Memphis,  in  Alabama,  and  that  she  was  sent  for  to  tfaar 
place  as  a  witness  against  these  parties.    Whether  she  was  found  or  not  I  do  not  know. 

Question.  Have  you  heard  of  any  whippings  or  of  other  munlers  in  the  county  of 
Winston  T 

Answer.  I  cannot  recall  any  special  cases.  I  have  heard  that  thercr  were  five  school* 
honses  burned  over  there.  I  know  that  there  was  more  opi>osition  and  intense  feeling 
in  Winston  against  public  schools  than  there  was  in  almost  any  other  part  of  ty. 
country. 

Question.  Have  you  heard  that  cases  of  whipping  have  occurred  there  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  I  have. 

Question.  In  any  numbers  f 

Answer.  I  just  heard  the  general  reputation.  I  do  not  say  I  heard  it  frequently,  be: 
I  understand  there  was  couftiderable  of  that  kind  of  distnrbance  going  on  there.' 

Question.  Was  there  any  terror  among  the  i>eople  of  that  county? 

Ansicer.  Yes,  sir;  from  what. I  hear  the  ten'or  is  certaiuly  very  great. 

Question.  Is  that  the  county  in  which  we  have  heard  of  a  irnited  States  mar)>bal 
being  stopped  upon  the  road  f 

Answer.  That  occurred  either  in  Winston  or  Neshoba  County,  some  ten  days  or  two 
weeks  ago. 

Question.  State  the  circumstances. 

Answer.  I  will  state  them  exactly  as  I  heanl  them  from  a  party  very  high  in  author- 
ity in  Jackson,  a  gentleman  connected  with  the  United  States  grand  jury.  The  Uniutl 
States  circuit  court  was  in  session  when  I  was  in  Jackson  last  week,  and  some  war- 
rants had  been  issued  for  the  arrest  of  some  parties  in  Winston  and  Neshoba  Coontic^. 
His  statement  was  that  the  deputy  marshal,  who  was  sent  from  Jackson,  was  noi 
familiar  with  the  country,  and  a  man  named  Reed,  a  deputy  marslial  sit  Macon,  xns 
sent  with  him  to  go  and  make  the  arrests.  While  they  were  going  ahmg  in  a  hack  or 
wagon,  they  came  to  a  turn  of  the  road  where  there  were  seven  men  drawn  acrosit  the 
road  with  double-barreled  shot-guns.  These  men  told  them  they  knew  them,  and 
knew  Reed  particularly,  and  that  they  were  determined  that  no  more  men  sbonld  bt 
taken  out  of  that  country  in  that  way.  Keed,  I  believe,  had  been  a  scout  in  the  Uuioa 
Army  during  the  war ;  at  any  rate,  he  was  a  very  sharp,  shrewd  fellow,  and  was 
accustomed  to  meeting  dangers  of  that  kind.  He  jumped  up,  took  off  bishat,aji4 
hallooed,  "Hurrah,  lieutenant,  bring  np  the  troops ! "  These?  men  took  fright  at  that, 
broke,  and  started  to  run,  and  all  of  them  got  off  except  one.  Reed  and  the  other 
deputy  marshal  arrested  this  man,  brought  him  to  the  railroad,  and  carried  him  to 
Jackson ;  and,  as  I  understood  from  this  gentleman,  he  turned  State's  evidence.  Tb« 
foreman  of  the  grand  jury  said  he  had  told  the  thing  irom  alpha  to  omega ;  had  given 
an  account  of  the  operations  all  through  that  country,  and  that  the  evidence  involved 
a  great  many  of  the  best  people  of  the. country. 

By  Mr.  Blair: 

Question.  When  did  that  occur  ? 

Answer.  About  ten  days  ago. 

Question,  Where  did  you  near  it  ? 

Answer.  I  first  saw  it  in  the  newspapers  before  I  left  ColnmbiiB,  and  I  heard  it  talked 
of  there  in  town.  Then  when  I  went  to  Jackson  I  heard  it  there  as  a  enrreDt  matter 
of  report'. 

By  the  Chairman,  (Mr.  Pool  :) 
Question.  Can  you  state  anything  further  in  regard  to  Winston  County  f 
Answer.  No,  sir ;  that  is  about  all  I  know^  except  that  X  will  say  I  believe  tb« 
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civil  officers  of  that  connty  are  so  much  under  intimidation  and  pressore  from  this  kind 
of  organization  that  they  are  afraid  to  try  to  execute  the  Jaws  in  that  part  of  the 
country. 

QuetUon,  What  do  you  know  in  regard  to  the  county  of  Monroe  f 

Answer.  Well,  sir,  that  county  is  divided,  like  Lowndes,  by  the  Tombigbee  River. 
The  eastern  portion  of  the  county,  which  adjoins  the  State  of  Alabama,  is  a  sandy, 
hilly  country,  and  on  that  side  the  white  population  largely  predominates ;  but  on  the 
west  side  of  the  river  there  is  a  rich  prairie  country,  and  a  large  predominance  of  the 
black  population.  I  have  heard  of  no  violations  of  law  and  no  operations  of  these 
(iiscnised  parties  in  the  western  part  of  the  county ;  but  in  the  east'Cm,  and  particu- 
larly the  southeastern  part,  and  along  the  southern  border  next  to  Lowndes,  such 
tbiugs  have  been  very  bad ;  in  fact,  if  anything,  worse  than  in  almost  any  other  part 
of  the  country  that  I  have  any  information  about. 

Question.  State  nny  of  the  cases  that  have  occurred  in  that  county. 

Anmcer.  I  have  heard  particularly  of  the  murders  of  two  men  there — two  freedmen. 
Owe  was  named  Dnpree.  He  was  a  leading  republican,  and  president  of  a  republican 
club  in  the  neighborhood.  Whether  he  was  killed  for  that  I  do  not  know  or  pretend  to 
$ay.  I  only  state  that  ho  was  a  leading  man  among  the  colored  people,  and  that  he  was 
taken  away  from  his  house  one  night  by  these  disguised  men,  and  has  never  been  seen 
or  heard  of  since. 

I  have  also  been  informed  that  in  the  northeastern  part  of  the  county,  a  negro  by 
the  name  of  Page  was  killed,  under  circumstances  of  great  atrocity.  He  was  taken 
away  from  his  wife,  who,  as  the  information  comes  to  me,  had  recently  been  confined. 
He  was  taken  out  of  bed  and  was  carried  away.  It  was  stated — I  do'  not  e^ay  it  is  the 
fact,  but  that  is  the  information  I  have — that  his  body  was  found  with  a  part  of  the 
mpe  with  which  he  was  hung  around  his  neck.  This  I  state  as  a  matter  of  informa- 
tion, not  of  my  own  knowledge. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question.  None  of  this  is  of  your  own  knowledge  ? 

Jnstrer.  No,  sir,  I  do  not  state  it  of  my  own  knowledge ;  it  comes  to  me  through 
other  parties. 

Question.  What  is  your  information  as  to  the  ground  upon  which  this  negro  was 
dealt  with  ? 

Answer.  I  have  heard  of  no  specific  charge  against  him.  He  was  also  a  prominent 
man  amou^  the  colored  people  in  his  neighborhood.  I  have  not  heard  him  charged 
witli  any  violation  of  the  laws,  or  committing  any  outrage,  or  anything  of  that  kind. 

I  will  state  further  that  I  remember  the  circumstances  connected  with  the  beating  of 
Colonel  Huggins,  which  occurred  in  the  southeastern  part  of  Monroe  County,  about 
twelve  or  thirteen  miles  from  Aberdeen. 

By  the  Chairman,  (Mr.  Pool:  ) 

Question.  We  have  had  that  case  presented  to  us  in  detail  by  Colonel  Huggins.  Did 
these  two  cases  of  murder  of  which  you  have  Just  spoken  occur  within  the  last  four  or 
five  months  ? 

Answer.  1  should  say  within  the  last  six  months. 

QuesUon.  Have  you  heard  of  the  whipping  of  any  colored  people  in  that  county  ? 

Anstcer.  All  along  on  the  eastern  side  of  tbe  river  there  was  a  great  d«*al  of  the  Ku- 
Klnx  operations  •;  that  was  the  general  report  and  information  through  the  country, 
that  whenever  these  Ku-Klux  went  out  they  went  for  the  purpose  of  committing 
things  of  that  kind — whipping  or  intimidating  people.  If  they  did  not  do  positive 
acts  of  violence,  they  went  for  purposes  of  intimidation. 

Question.  What  cflfect  have  such  acts  produced  upon  the  colored  people  in  that  county  f 

Answer.  They  have  produced  a  state  of  terror  in  their  minds — a  feelitig  of  perfect 
iosecurity.  They  feel  that  there  is  very  little  protection  for  theiu.  With  some  of 
them  there  has  been  created  a  feeling  of  a  good  deal  of  exasperation.  In  that  way, 
also,  the  tendency  is  very  bad.  There  is  very  little  feeling  ol  security  there  among 
the  colored  people ;  and  a  great  many  of  the  white  people  who  are  opposed  to  things 
of  this  kind  are  afraid  to  do  anything  in  regard  to  them,  for  fear  of  the  personal  conse- 
(luences  to  themselves.  From  what  1  have  heanl,  and  from  the  general  expression  of 
opinion  among  the  black  people  particularly,  I  am  satisfied  that  they  feel  as  if  they 
had  no  freedom  in  the  exercise  of  the  elective  franchise  as  long  as  these  men  are  per- 
mitted to  carry  on  in  the  country  in  that  way. 

Question.  Have  the  outrages  in  Monroe  County  been  similar  in  character — that  is,  by 
men  in  disguise  f 

Answer.  les,  sir,  similar  to  those  committed  in  the  other  counties  to  which  I  have 
.referred. 

Qiiestion.  Do  you  know  whether  the  disguises  worn  are  the  same  ? 

Answer.  So  far  as  I  have  heard,  they  are  exactly  the  same.  I  never  saw  one  of  them 
in  my  life ;  but  from  what  I  have  heard  from  numbers  who  have  seen  them,  they  are 
-all  just  the  same^  both  the  disguise  of  persons  and  of  horses. 
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Question.  The  county  of  Monroe  adjoins  your  county  T 

Answer.  Yes,  air;  it  a^yoins  immediately  on  the  north. 

Question.  What  do  you  say  in  regard  to  the  county  of  Oktibbeha? 

Answer.  Well,  sir,  I  have  heard  of  two  disturbances  over  there— one  of  a  peculiar 
character.  There  was  a  northern  man  there — a  Methodist  preacher,  belonging;  to  the 
Northern  Methodist  Conference,  who  had  been  teaching  school  at  Starkville.  He  had 
quit  teaching  school,  and  had  gone  to  keeping  a  kind  of  store  on  the  cooperative 
system,  a  stock  concern,  sustained  principally  by  the  freedmen,  each  man  putting  in  so 
many  dollars.  This  man  was  employed  as  the  store-keeper.  A  good  many  people  wonM 

father  at  the  store  at  night,  trading ;  if  they  went  there'  for  any  other  purpose  I  never 
eanl  it  stated.  They  may  have  staid  there  to  get  information,  or  something  of  tb^t 
kind;  but  I  never  heard  anybody,  except  one  or  two  men,  say  that  they  had  any 
reason  to  believe  that  the  gatherings  there  were  for  improper  purposes.  But  the  iieo- 
pie  determined  to  inquire  into  the  matter,  and  to  learn  what  was  the  nature  of  tho^; 
gatherings  and  everything  connected  with  them.  In  order  to  do  so,  they  got  out  a 
search-warrant.  The  mayor  of  the  town,  a  man  named  Harrington,  unfortunately 
made  out  a  search-warreut,  authorizing  a  search  of  this  man's  store  or  private  property. 
He  did  not  allege  that  property  had  been  stolen,  though,  under  the  laws  of  Missi:9$ippi. 
the  only  purpose  for  which  a  search-warrant  can  be  taKen  out  is  the  discovery  of  stolen 
goods.  It  was  not  pretended  that  any  goods  in  that  store  were  stolen  ;  but  th  *  petiple 
couchided  they  would  know  what  was  going  on  there,  and  they  took  out  this  kind  o( 
warrant.  They  went  in  the  day-time  to  make  a  search  of  this  man's  store.  I  think 
they  fonnd  probably  some  four  or  five  guns.  This  man  who  kept  the  store,  whrtse 
name  was  McLachlan,  was  greatly  frightened.  The  affair  created  a  good  deal  of  feeliu}; 
in  the  community  among  the  white  people  on  the  one  side  and  the  blacks  on  the  otliei. 
The  idea  of  McLachlan  himself  and  of  some  others  was  that  the  people  wanted  to  nin 
him  away — to  make  him  leave  the  community.  He  did  not  feel  that  he  had  done  any- 
thing wrong ;  he  protested  all  the  time  that  he  had  never  done  or  said  anything  tLat 
was  out  of  the  way^  and  had  never  had  any  such  intention.  Still  the  affair  got  up  a 
good  deal  of  feeling.  A-great  many  reports,  I  know,  came  to  our  place,  and  were  circn- 
Jated  through  the  country-  in  regard  to  it.  The  sheriff* of  the  county,  Mr.  H.  C.  Power>. 
and  other  citizens,  told  nie  about  it.  The  people  agreed  that  McLachlan's  store  sbunld 
be  guarded ;  that  he  should  not  be  molested,  but,  as  I  understand,  while  tbe 
citizens  were  on  the  watch,  fearing  an  outbreak,  a  party  of  disguised  men  came 
stealthily  up  a  ravine,  or  something  like  that,  near  the  man's  store,  and  were  attempt- 
ing to  break  it  open.  They  were  armed  and  made  threats.  McLachlan  thought  tbey 
were  going  to  kill  him,  and  of  courses  he  made  a  good  deal  ofnoi.se.  This  alarmed  tbe 
citizens  who  were  on  guard,  and  these  men  ran  off'.  There  were  several  indictiueiiM 
found  under  the  Enforcement  act  against  several  citizens  at  Starkville,  who  were  wii>- 
posed  to  be  connected  with  that  case. 

Question.  You  mean  that  indictnients  were  found  in  the  United  States  district  coui-t  f 

Aiiswtr.  Yes,  sir;  at  Oxford,  at  the  late  Juno  term  of  the  court.  That  really  was  not 
a  ca.se  of  Ku-Klux,  as  we  would  call  it  there;  at  least,  there  were  no  disguised  partii-^ 
connected  with  it  further  than  this  party  of  disguised  men  who  came  up  the  ravirie 
and  tried  to  break  open  the  roan's  house,  as  it  was  supposed,  for  the  purpose  of  takin;; 
him  away  or  killing  him.  Their  object,  whatever  it  was,  was  hidden  at  the  time.  Bur. 
as  I  understood,  indictments  were  found  under  the  enforcement  act,  charging  a  con- 
spiracy of  these  parties  to  deprive  that  man  of  his  liberty  and  to  make  him  leave  the 
country. 

Down  in  the  southwestern  part  of  the  county,  last  May  or  April,  there  was  a  raid  ot 
disguised  men  upon  a  plantation  1)elonging  to  a  lady  named  Rice — what  we  call  the 
lower  Rice  plantation — one  of  the  largest  plantations  in  that  country.  They  whipind 
severely  a  couple  of  freedmen  on  that  place.  One  was  named  Moses  Rice;  he  wa>  a 
l)reacher ;  the  other  man's  name  I  forget ;  I  think  he  was  named  Abraham  ;  his  sur- 
name I  do  not  recollect  positively.  That  is  the  only  case  of  actual  disguised  men  that 
I  have  heard  of  in  Oktibbeha  County,  with  the  exception  of  the  occurrence  at  Stark- 
ville in  reference  to  McLachlan's  store.  That  has  been  generally  one  of  the  most  quiet 
eounties  in  the  State.    The  people  there  are  generally  law-abiding. 

Qvtstion.  Does  Oktibbeha  adjoin  Lowndes  T 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  immediately  on  the  west. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 

Question,  What  cause  was  alleged  for  the  whipping  of  those  two  negroes  on  the  Rice 
plantation  ? 

A  nsver.  The  cause  that  I  heanl  alleged  against  one  of  them  was  that  he  was  allowed 
too  much  freedom  and  too  many  liberties ;  and  against  the  other  party  tbe  allegation 
was  that  he  was  in  the  habit  of  stealing  hogs.  I  do  not  believe  that  in  this  case  tbe 
disguised  men  were  from  Oktibbeha  County.  I  think  they  came  from  either  Winston 
or  Noxubee. 

By  the  Chaibman,  (Mr.  Pool:) 
Question.  What  do  you  say  in  regard  to  Chickasaw  County  f 
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Jnmrer.  That  is  Dorthwcst  of  ns,  and  is  immediately  west  of  Monroe.  A  great  many 
ositra^^ps  have  been  reported  in  that  county — some  of  them  very  serious. 

(Juciftion.  State  any  you  have  heard  of. 

AtiHtver.  I  recollect  of  hearing  a  great  deal  of  talk  through  the  country  some  time 
ago— perhaps  last  fall,  perhaps  as  far  hack  as  the  latter  part  of  1H69— in  regard  to  some 
tour  or  live  freednien  said  to  have  been  killed  over  in  the  neighborhood  of  Palo  Alto, 
in  Chickasaw  County,  by  disguised  men. 

(^h^fsHoH.  What  other  outrages  have  vou  heard  off 

Ansuptr.  A  man  by  the  name  of  Mc6ride,  at  Sparta,  Chickasaw  County — I  am  not 
ocrtain  whether  he  is  not  in  this  city  now — was  very  severely  whipped ;  i"u  fact,  terri- 
ljh%  according  to  the  information  we  had. 

i^atstion.  He  has  been  before  the  committee.  Give  us  any  other  cases  that  you 
have  heard  of. 

Jiwifci*.  I  know  of  no  other  specific  cases.  I  have  knowledge  of  the  general  fact  that 
all  through  that  part  of  the  country  the  Ku-Klux  exist  and  are  very  bad  and  vindictive. 

Qaettian.  You  have  heard  that  whippings  have  occurred  f 

Annwer.  Yes,  sir. 

Qmaiian,  And  that  there  have  been  four  or  five  murders  f 

Amicer,  Yes,  sir.    They  were  pretty  much  in  one  crowd. 

Question.  What  do  yon  say  of  Pont<itoc  f 

Answer,  The  only  case  of  Ku-Kluxing,  I  believe,  that  I  have  heard  of  up  there  was 
tile  case  where  it  was  stated  these  parties  went  into  the  town  of  P«ntotoc  after  Colonel 
Flournoy.  On  that  occasion  one  of  the  party  by  the  name  of  Dillard  was  killed.  Chan- 
cellor Pollard  Jind  some  other  gentlemen,  I  believe,  who  had  been  out  hunting,  canio 
in  with  their  guns  and  fired  upon  the  i>arty. 

Question.  That  county  is  some  distance  from  yon  T 

Annver.  Yes,  sir.  I  will  state  further  that  I  have  heard  of  a  continuation  of  outrages 
ID  the  northeastern  counties  of  the  State — near  Corinth,  and  along  the  Tennessee  line. 
All  the  operations,  so  far  as  my  information  extends,  have  been  confined  to  the  eastern 
jwrticmoi  the  Stat«  and  the  northern  portion  on  the  line  of  Tennessee. 

(^iamtion.  Do  you  know  a  man  by  the  name  of  Wisslerf 

jM*f«r.  I  have  heard  of  him  as  a  deputy  marshal  and  magistrate.  I  know  ho  was  a 
iija«nstrate,  appointed  by  the  governor ;  and  as  a  deputy  marshal  he  miule  some  of  the 
uni'iits  in  Noxubee  and  some  in  Winston. 

(Ju€9tion.  You  mean  the  recent  arrests  ? 

AnnKer.  Yes,  sir  ;  recent  arrests  under  warrants  from  the  United  States  district  court. 
He  was  acting  as  deputy  marshal. 

(^hicstioii.  Do  you  know  anything  of  his  character  f 

Ausn-fT.  1  have  heard  nothing  derogatory  to  him  at  all,  except  some  statements  that 
I  heanl  the  other  day  in  this  city  from  Colonel  Baskervill.  I  hear  nothing  derogatory 
of  him  out  there. 

Qitestiott.  I  call  attention  to  him  especially  because  Mr.  Baskervill  announced  to  the 
committee  that  he  was  a  robber  an^  a  murderer,  or  something  <»f  that  sort. 

Answer,  Colonel  Baskervill  and  I  have  known  each  other  a  pretty  long  time.  He 
told  me  what  he  thought  of  Wissler,  anl  I  told  him  that  I  did  not  think  he  should 
make  statements  of  that  sort ;  that  liis  charges  were  pretty  serious,  and  I  did  not  know 
^Uat  it  might  lead  to.  I  have  positively  heard  nothing  derogatory  in  regard  to  Wiss- 
ler. He  is  a  commissioned  magistrate,  and  was  a  deputy  marshal  executing  the  war- 
rauts  of  the  court,  and  was  u})  at  Oxford.  My  attention  was  attracted  to  hi.ai,  from  the 
fact  of  his  acting  as  deputy  marshal  and  from  a  serious  disturbance  in  the  Uniied 
States  court-room  at  Oxford,  growing  out  of  a  difficulty  between  Mr.  Wivssler  and  CoUj- 
nel  Lamar. 

Question,  You  have  heard  nothing  derogatory  to  his  character  ? 

Answer,  Nothing  at  all. 

(Juestion.  He  hjid  a  difficulty,  you  say,  with  Colonel  Lamar  in  court  ? 

Answer,  Something,  I  think,  passed  between  Colonel  Lamar  and  Mr.  Wi»sler  on  the 
btn«et ;  and  Colonel  Lamar  got  up  in  court 

Question.  Was  Colonel  Lamar  defending  prisoners  charged  with  Ku-Klux  outrages! 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  he  is  a  man  of  distinction  out  there,  and  was  in  attendance  in  court 
as  an  attorney ;  but  I  do  not  think  he  was  associated  at  all  with  the  counsel  for  the 
tlefi'nse  in  those  Ku-Klux  cases.  He  was  simply  in  court.  He  is  a  man  of  considerable 
distinction,  and  a  man  of  talent.  Wissler  had  said  something  out  of  the  way,  as  he 
considered,  when  they  had  met  on  the  street ;  and  Colonel  Lamar  jjot  up  and  wanted  . 
the  judge  to  put  him  und^r  bonds  to  keep  the  peace,  or  make  hmi  behave  himself.  • 
That  led  to  a  disturbance. 

Question,  You  were  not  at  court  1 

Ansieer,  No,  sir,  I  was  not  there  at  the  time.  I  heard  of  the  circumstances  from  many 
'who  were  there. 

Question,  Do  you  know  a  Mr.  Reed,  who  was  in  some  way  connected  with  the  making 
of  these  arrests  recently  on  warrants  from  the  United  States  court  f 
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• 

Ansioer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  He  is  said  to  be  a  depaty  assessor,  or  something  of  that  kind  ? 

Anstcer.  1  think  ho  is  a  deputy  assessor  in  Noxubee  County,  and  probably  some  other 
county. 

Question,  Mr.  Baskervill  8pok<)  of  him  in  rather  violent  terms  of  denunciation.  What 
do  yon  know  of  Mr.  Reed's  character  ? 

Answer.  Mr.  Reed  has  been  aboul.  there  four  or  five  years,  or  more,  and  he  has  occu- 
pied several  minor  positions — deputy  collector,  deputy  marshal,  and  things  of  tlut 
sort.  I  have  met  hira  frequently  at  Columbus,  Oxlbrd,  Jackson,  Maeon,  and  »11 
around.  He  is  esteemed  a  pretty  clever  man,  so  far  as  I  have  heard.  Several  years 
ago  he  had  some  connectiou  with  the  express  company,  and  there  was  some  moDcv 
taken  from  the  company  at  that  place.  There  were  several  persons  suspected  in  re<;aiii 
to  the  matter,  and  tinally  there  was  some  suspicion  in  regard  to  Reed.  I  believe  bf 
was  arrested,  tried  upon  the  charge,  and  acquitted.  I  recollect  distinctly  that  he  wai 
not  convicted. 

Question.  That  was  several  years  ago  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  three  or  four  years  ago, as  well  as  I  can  remember. 

Question.  Did  that  affair  injure  his  standing  in  the  community? 

Anstct^'.  It  created  some  remark  ;  but  I  do  not  believe  that  people  there  generally 
had  any  idea  that  ho  was  guilty,  though  I  know  there  must  have  been  circunistanc c *> 
at  the  time  pointing  to  him  in  some  way,  and  leading  to  his  arrest. 

Question.  He  was  an  agent  of  the  express  company  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  And  the  money  was  lost  while  the  business  at  that  place  was  under  his 
superintendence  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  that  is  my  recollection.  Some  detectives  were  sent  np  there  who 
were  grabbing  any  man  they  had  a  suspicion  against.  Among  others  they  gnibbni 
Reed.  But  I  have  always  esteemed  him  as  a  clever,  gentlemanly  man.  He  is  a  north- 
ern man,  who  was  a  soldier  in  the  Union  Army.  I  believe  ho  was  a  scout  during  tht* 
war  with  some  of  the  generals.  At  any  ratei  he  is  a  smart,  lively,  active  man.  who 
conducts  himself  peaceably  and  quietly.  If  he  has  ever  done  anytliiug  improper,  or  m 
any  way  acted  wrong,  I  have  not  heard  of  it. 

Question.  Mr.  Baskervill  said  that  he  did  not  believe  any  body  of  Ku-Elux  exi»te<]  in 
the  locality  about  which  you  have  been  speaking,  his  attention  having  been  colli <1 
particularly  to  these  counties. 

Mr.  BL.VIR.  He  said  there  was  no  regular  and  permanent  organization  of  men  ;  that 
he  believed  these  outbreaks  were  committed  by  crowds  of  men  gotten  up  for  tbe  itc- 
casion  to  sux)]u  ess  some  particular  offense,  or  something  of  that  sort. 

Question.  And  that  they  were  disbanded  when  the  occasion  passed.  Is  that  yonr 
view  of  the  matter  f 

Answer.  No,  sir;  I  do  not  agree  with  Colonel  Baskervill  in  regard  to  that;  I  think 
there  is  an  organization  there.  I  am  satisfied  that  some  of  these  disturbances  ctint- 
mitted  in  Lowndes  County  have  been  by  men  from  Monroe  County;  and  I  believe  that 
some  of  the  men  from  Lowndes  County  have  gone  over  into  Monroe.  In  other  wonl.N 
I  believe  they  have  swapped  work  in  that  way ;  I  am  satisfied  of  that  from  what  I  bavo 
heard.  And  I  do  not  believe  thiit  operations  could  be  carried  on  in  that  way  unless  tbr» 
was  some  organization  there  throngh  which  they  could  hold  communication,  make 
appointments,  &c. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 

Question.  Is  it  a  fact  that  when  these  parties  in  disguise  go  and  give  men  waniinj; 
they  say  to  them  that  they  must  do  so  and  so,  or  witliin  five  days,  or  ten  days,  orfift^^'^i 
days,  or  some  other  specified  time,  they  will  be  again  visited  f  Are  warnings  given  m 
that  form? 

Answer.  Yes.  sir ;  I  have  heard  of  several  cases  of  that  kind.  I  have  mentioned  i»ar- 
ticnlarly  the  case  of  the  teacher  named  Farmer,  and  other  cases  where  parties  teacbiuj; 
schools  were  warned  to  close  them.  I  recollect  that  that  kind  of  an  expressiou  wx** 
used  in  those  cases — that  if  the  school  was  not  broken  up  by  a  particuiar  time,  they 
would  do  such  and  such  a  thing. 

Question.  What  would  such  a  remark  as  that  indicate  ? 

Answer.  That  is  one  of  the  reasons  I  believe  there  is  a  compact  organization.  I  think 
it  certainly  goes  further  than  Colonel  Baskervill  thinks.  As  to  whether  the  orgaiiizJ- 
tion  extends  over  the  whole  State  I  am  not  prepared  to  say  ;  but  I  am  satisfied  that 
there  is  an  organization  and  an  agreement  ahmg  the  skirt  of  country  I  have  lieeu 
speakiuj^  of.  There  must  be,  otherwise  it  would  be  impossible  to  account  for  a  ;;»vjt 
many  ot  the  outrages  which  have  occurred,  the  threats  that  have  been  made,  ami  tht» 
manner  in  which  operati<»us  have  been  carried  on. 

Question.  Do  you  ever  hear  of  bands  of  disguised  men  going  into  your  State  from  i»u*r 
tht'  Alabama  border  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  in  fact,  I  think  they  have  come  over  very  frequently.  From  a!» 
accounts  the  wave  has  often  come  over  upon  us  from  Alabama. 
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By  the  Chairman,  (Mr.  Pool  :) 

Question.  Is  there  a  similarity  in  the  mode  of  operations  as  you  hear  of  them  in 
Tarioas  localities  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  as  to  the  disguise  and  mode  of  operations  they  are  pretty  much  the 
same  in  all  the  counties  I  have  heard  of. 

Qveslion.  What  is  the  general  impression  of  the  community  at  large  there,  without 
distinction  of  party  or  color,  as  to  whether  this  is  .an  organized  baud  of  men  f 

Answer,  WeJB,  sir,  I  believe  that  the  people  generally  there  consider  it  to  be  an  organ- 
ir:d  bund  through  that  section  of  country.  I  speak  now  particularly  in  reference  to 
t  :;f'  section  about  which  I  have  been  testifying. 

VuesUan,  Is  that  so  considered  by  all  parties  and  all  colors? 

Answer,  Well,  there  are  some  who  evidently  doubt  it.  I  think  there  are  some  who 
would  not  like  to  have  the  truth  appear.  That  class  of  meu,  of  course,  would  not  say 
8u  if  they  thought  so.  In  other  words,  I  think  it  would  be  their  interest  not  to  say 
that  they  believe  it. 

Question,  Have  you  heard  of  anybodjr  doubting  its  being  an  organizatioa,  unless  it 
was  persons  supposed  to  be  connected  with  the  Klan  ? 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  I  never  did  hear  the  matter  doubted  except  by  persons  who  were 
believed  to  be  either  members  of  the  Klaa  or  in  sympathy  with  it. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question,  Do  you  suppose  that  Colonel  Baskervill  is  connected  with  it  f 

Answer.  Well,  Colonel  Baskervill  is  a  mighty  good  friend  of  mine ;  we  were  in  busi- 
ness a  long  time  together,  and  I  will  tell  you  candidly  exactly  what  I  think  about  the 
matter  in  connection  with  him.  I  will  state  it  as  I  told  it  to  the  colonel  himself.  I 
think  he  is  such  an  exceedingly  strong  and  bitter  democrat  that  he  would  go  into  the 
Ku-Klux  or  anything  else  to  get  the  republican  party  out  of  power  in  Mississippi. 

Question.  That  is  not  the  question.  The  question  is,  do  you  consider  him  associated 
with  these  Ku-KluxT 

Answer.  As  a  member  f 

Question,  Yes,  sir. 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  do  not  think  so,  liecause  he  pledged  himself  to  mo  upon  his  honor 
that  he  was  not  a  member ;  and  I  do  not  believe  he  would  make  a  statement  of  that 
kind  unless  it  was  true.    But  I  believe  he  knows  a  great  deal  about  it. 

Question.  Do  you  believe  he  would  tell  what  is  not  true  ? 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  I  do  not. 

Question,  Do  you  know  him  to  be  a  man  of  honor  and  character  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir,  I  do ;  but  I  think  his  judgment  is  mightily  warped  in  this  instance, 
and  be  has  not  heard  of  a  great  many  things  that  I  have  heard  ol  In  explanation  of 
that,  it  may  be  said  that  he  has  been  off  traveling  a  gi'eat  deal  in  different  States  as 
an  insurance  agent,  and  has  not  been  enough  about  this  region  of  country  to  be  fully 
conversant  with  what  was  going  on. 

By  the  Chairman,  (Mr.  Pool:) 

Question,  Is  he  a  violent  democrat  ? 

Answer.  The  colonel  is  about  as  strong  as  they  make  them. 

Question.  You  think  from  your  knowledge  of  his  character  and  your  intimacy  with 
him  that  his  judgment  would  be  warped  by  strong  prejudices  of  that  sort  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  really  believe  it  would.  I  think  that  scarcely  anything  in  the 
world,  except  his  personal  attachment  for  me,  could  keep  him  from  denouncing  me ; 
he  is  so  strong  in  his  sentiments  on  political  questions.  « 

Question.  Do  you  know  Mr.  John  R.  Taliaferro  f 

Answer.  1  met  Taliaferro  once. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question.  By  the  wa3%  Taliaferro  says  in  his  evidence  that  he  is  an  intimate  friend  of 
yours. 

Ansicer.  That  is  not  so.  Are  you  sure  he  says  that  T 

Question.  Yes,  sir. 

Answer.  I  never  saw  Taliaferro  but  one  time  in  my  life,  and  then  I  had  only  one  or 
two  interviews  with  him.  He  was  introduced  to  me  in  Columbus.  I  am  satisfied, 
however,  that  Taliaferro  knows  as  much  or  more  about  these  Kn-Klux  operations  than 
nearly  any  other  man  in  that  part  of  the  country,  because  I  believe  he  has  been  with 
them. 

By  the  Chairman,  (Mr.  Pool  :) 

Question.  Do  you  think  he  has  been  a  member  of  the  organization  ? 

Answer.  He  denied  to  me  that  he  ever  had  been  sworn  m  ;  but  he  admitted  that  he 
had  been  on  their  raids  and  knew  where  they  met ;  and  he  told  me  so  many  particu- 
aritics  of  time,  place,  and  circumstance,  with  names  of  people,  and  everything  like 
hat,  that  I  am  satisfied  he  could  not  have  said  what  he  did  unless  he  had  been  with 
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thorn.  That  is  the  reason  I  believe  he  was  with  them.  He  told  me  where  thej  had 
met,  where  they  had  gone,  and  what  they  had  been  doing. 

Question.  Is  Taliaferro  a  democrat  ? 

Anstcer,  I  do  not  know  his  politics ;  I  never  heard  him  say,  and  have  no  reason  to 
believe  anything  about  his  politics. 

Qvestian,  Have  you  ever  been  a  candidate  for  any  office  except  that  of  mayor  of 
Columbus  f 

Answer,  I  was  appointed  as  mayor  by  the  governor. 

Question.  Did  Taliaferro  reside  in  your  county  f 

Anffvrer.  No,  sir;  he  never  lived  in  Lowudeft;  he  lived  in  Noxabee.  He  evidentlr 
had  a  large  fund  of  information  connected  with  all  these  things,  and  he  wanted  to  tell 
me  a  great  deal  of  it. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question.  What  is  his  character  T 

Ansicer.  Well,  I  have  heard  some  people  say  that  he  was  a  very  clever  fellow,  an*! 
others  say  that  he  was  not.  I  heard  Colonel  Baskervill  say  more  against  him  than  I 
ever  heard  anybo<ly  else  say. 

Question.  Whom  did  you  ever  hearsay  anything  in  his  favor? 

Answer.  I  was  introduced  to  him  by  some  parties  in  Columbus — ^ntlemen  living  in 
the  low^er  part  of  the  county:  they  introduced  him  to  me  as  a  friend  of  theirs,  and 
they  went  on  to  tell  me  who  he  was  and  where  he  lived.  They  were  drinking  witb 
him — were  **hail  fellow  well  met"  with  him.  I  know  they  were  gentlemen.  That 
Wiis  the  only  time  I  ever  met  him.  They  are  as  nice  men  as  there  are  in  the  countn' : 
and  I  know  they  would  not  have  introduced  him  to  me  if  they  had  not  thought  wt-ll 
of  him. 

Question.  What  is  his  reputation  in  the  country  f 

Answer.  1  do  not  know  what  is  his  reputation ;  I  never  met  him  bnt  once. 

Question.  Mr.  Baskervill  says  in  reference  to  him,  in  addition  to  what  the  chaimiAO 
has  stated,  that  he  is  a  low  fellow  and  a  drunkard,  a  thief  and  a  liar.  He  says  that 
he  lias  actually  stolen  a  mule,  and  that  there  has  been  a  requisition  made  for  himnpon 
the  governor  of  Virginia  by  the  governor  of  Misiissippi. 

The  Chairman,  (Mr.  Pool.)  Since  he  testified  before  the  committee. 

Answer.  I  think  that  Baskervill  has  got  that  affair  mixed  up.  There  was  a  man 
named  Taliaferro  from  Richmond,  who  was  at  Holly  Springs  some  weeks  ago,  as  a  to- 
bacco agent.  That  man  forge<l  a  check  and  passed  it  u}>on  the  bank  at  Hotly  Springs. 
The  cashier,  a  Mr.  Crump,  I  uelieve,  sent  the  check  on  for  collection  ;  it  was  protest«d 
and  stated  to  be  a  forgery.  By  that  time  this  man  had  returned  to  Richmond.  Tbej 
got  him  on  a  requisition,  and  carried  him  back  to  Holly  Springs. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 

Question.  That  was  a  different  man  altogether  T 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  I  recollect  that  when  that  circumstance  was  mentioned  some  one 
was  wondering  whether  it  was  the  Taliaferro  who  lived  down  in  our  country*  there: 
and  I  remember  that  the  governor's  private  secretary  at  Jackson  showed  me  the  requi- 
sition, or  rather  the  letter  asking  for  the  requisition,  which  contained  the  name  of  the 
other  man.    He  then  stated  that  he  was  certain  it  was  not  this  Taliaferro. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question.  I  have  here  a  letter  from  Macon,  Mississippi.  Speaking  of  Taliaferro,  it 
says : 

*  ''  We  learn  that  he  would  have  been  indicted  at  the  last  court  for  stealing  Colooe! 
Rives's  mule  but  that,  as  yon  remember.  Rives  was  t(K>  ill  to  testify  against  him.  If 
it  is  necessary  he  can  be  indicted  at  any  term  of  the  court  on  this  charge,  and  Don 
Balch,  at  Brooksville,  will  furnish  an  affidavit  at  any  time  that  he  placed  in  Taliafer- 
ro's hands  a  gold  watch  to  be  sold  by  him  at  an  auction,  and  that  Taliaferro  took  the 
watch  off  with  him  and  sold  it  at  private  sale  and  used  the  money  for  his  own  purposes. 
Taliaferro,  who  is  a  man,  as  you  know,  of  good  address  and  education,  has  falien  m 
low,  through  his  vile  courses  and  dissipation,  as  to  Ije  the  companion  and  colaborer  oi 
common  field  negroes,  last  year,  on  Wooten's  place." 

Is  that  a  correct  description  of  Taliaferro? 

Answer.  He  lived  in  Wooten's  neighborhood,  near  Brooksville ;  I  heard  him  say  ««> 
the  day  I  met  him. 

Question.  This  letter  says  further: 

'*  Taliaferro  testified  that  he  had  been  with  Ku-Klux  on  several  raids  without  beiuj; 
sworn  in,  and  we  arc  sure  that  he  has  perverted  and  magnified  our  company  atBrook>- 
ville  into  one  of  the  irrepressible  Klans ;  you  know  none  of  us  were  sworn  into  thaX 
company,  and  we  l^elieve  ho  makes  it  the  occasion  of  his  Kn-Klnx  testimony.  Talia- 
ferro represented  himself  among  us  as  having  been  a  confederate  captain,  and  stated 
repeatedly  here  that  he  left  Baltimore  because  while  he  was  in  the  confederate  army  he 
was  placed  in  charge  of  a  number  (five  or  six)  of  Federal  prisonera,  and  that  while  on 
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the  march  he  lost  his  prisoners  and  that  it  was  charged  on  him  in  Baltimore  that  ho 
had  murdered  them,  (which  be  did  not  deny,  but  rather  implied  that  it  was  only  too 
trne,)  and  that  he  was  in  danger  of  his  life  in  Baltimore.  This  is  a  very  grave  charge 
and  is  corroborated  substantially  by  the  editor  of  the  Selma  (Alabama)  Times,  who  says 
in  reference  to  a  Captain  Taliaferro  from  Baltimore,  that  he  knew  of  his  murdering  a 
squad  of  Federal  soldiers  which  he  was  guarding  in  1864  in  the  army  in  Georgia.  The 
paper  which  says  ihis  is  tracing  up  the  identity  of  our  *  swift  witness,*  and  states  that 
his  name  was  J.  B.  Taliaferro,  fiom  Baltimore,  but  not  a  captain.  There  can  scarcely 
be  a  doubt  of  this,  as  it  coincides  exactly  with  what  'our'  Taliaferro  told  Captain 
Stokes  two  or  three  years  ago ;  and  as  the  charge  is  so  grave  it  ought  to  be  fully  inves- 
tigated outside  of  Kn-Klux?' 

Did  you  ever  hear  that  statement  made  in  regard  to  Taliaferro  f 

Answer,  No,  sir.  I  saw  a  statement  published  in  the  Meridian  Gazette  in  regard  to 
Taliaferro  ;  bat  I  never  saw  or  heard  a  statement  like  that  you  have  read  in  connec- 
tion with  him.  He  told  me  that  he  had  been  a  captain  in  Mosoby's  command,  operat- 
ing in  Northern  Virginia  during  the  war.  I  heard  something  in  regard  to  his  taking 
a  mule  from  Colonel  Rives  at  Macon;  but  I  did  not  hear  the  circumstances,  and  did 
not  attach  much  importance  to  the  matter,  because  I  believed  that  if  ho  had  stolen 
the  mule  heVould  pretty  certainly  have  been  arrested  and  tried  for  it.  Colonel  Rives 
is  an  attorney,  and  if  Taliaferro  had  stolen  his  mule  I  have  no  doubt  he  would  have 
had  him  indicted. 

Qiieseion.  It  is  stated  that  Colonel  Rives  was  too  ill  at  the  time  to  appear  and  testify. 

Answer.  That  was  at  the  last  t«rm  of  the  court.  I  recollect  now  that  Rives  was  sick 
at  that  term  of  court ;  but  it  was  away  back  in  last  fall  when  this  talk  was  had  about 
the  stealing  of  the  mule ;  so  that  Rives  could  have  had  him  aiTcsted  before. 

QvuxtUm.  The  testimony  is  that  Taliaferro  absented  himself  from  that  part  of  the 
countrj'. 

AHStoer.  I  think  that  is  so.'  I  do  not  think  he  has  been  there  for  two  or  three  months. 
I  did  hear  that  he  was  present  at  the  term  of  the  court  at  Oxford.  Whether  he 
was  in  Noxubee  County  I  do  not  know. 

Question,  Did  you  hear  that  ho  was  in  disgiiise  at  Oxford  f 

Answer,  I  heard  that  from  Colonel  Baskei-vill ;  I  never  heard  anything  about  it  ex- 
cept what  he  said.  Taliaferro  is  a  very  smart,  shrewd,  keen  fellow.  I  was  with  him 
enough  that  day  to  see  that  he  is  as  keen  a  man  as  ever  I  saw.  I  was  afraid  he  was 
almost  too  keen,  for  I  did  not  know  much  about  him ;  and  I  had  verj-  little  conversa- 
tion with  him. 

Quesiion,  You  did  not  feel  very  safe  T 

Answer.  I  did  not  feel  particularly  safe  or  unsafe ;  but  I  saw  that  ho  was  one  of  the 
keenest  men  I  had  met  lately,  and  I  did  not  care  to  cultivate  his  acquaintance — not 
that  he  did  or  said  anything  wrong  to  me. 

Question,  That  letter  is  signed  by  George  L.  Williams  and  T.  J.  Stokes. 

Answer,  I  know  both  those  gentlemen. 

Question,  Do  you  think  these  men  would  be  likely  to  make  such  statements  as  those 
withont  some  foundation  f 

Answer.  I  know  more  of  Mr.  Williams  than  I  do  of  Mr.  Stokes.  I  think  it  likely 
that  they  heard  all  that  they  state  or  they  would  not  have  put  it  down.  I  do  not  sup- 
pose that  they  could  prove  a  great  deal  of  what  they  say  ;  I  think  they  have  written 
it  mostly  iiom  hearsay  evidence. 

Question,  Just  the  same  sort  of  evidence  that  you  are  giving  us  here  to-day  to  a  great 
extent  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

By  the  Chairman,  (Mr.  Pool:) 

Question,  Except  that  you  are  on  oath,  and  they^  in  making  those  statements,  were 
notf 

Answer,  I  know  Stokes.  He  lives  near  Brooksville.  I  think  that  he  and  Williams, 
like  pretty  much  all  tho  people  there,  would  think  that  any  man  who  would  come  here 
and  give  evidence  in  regard  to  these  matters,  if  against  their  views,  was  not  exactly 
what  he  ought  to  be— especially  a  man  like  Taliaferro. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question.  Do  you  think  they  would  make  such  statements  as  this  about  any  man 
unless  they  believed  them  to  be  true  f 

Answer,  1  do  not  believe  they  would  state  any  information  cf  that  kind  about  any 
man  unless  they  had  some  grounds  to  believe  it  from  report  or  otherwise. 

By  the  Chairman,  (Mr.  Pool  :) 
Question,  Are  those  two  men  active  democrats? 
Answer,  Very* 

Question.  Are  they  supposed  to  bo  connected  with  this  organization  T 
Answer,  I  have  never  heard  anything  in  regard  to  Williams  in  connection  with  the 
matter ;  but  I  have  heard  that  Stokes  was  one  of  the  head  bosses  in  it.    ^  -  . 
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Quesiwriy  One  of  the  chiefe  of  the  Elan  f 

AfiJtwer.  Yes,  sir ;  or  at  least  that  be  was  pretty  high  in  it.  He  is  right  l^m  the 
neighborhood  where  Taliaferro  says  he  lived.  PerBonally^  however,  Stokes  is  a 
clever  fellow,  and  so  is  Mr.  Williams.    Williams  is  Colonel  Baskerviirs  son-in-law. 

Question.  Are  they  men  of  strong  political  feelings  and  prejudices  f 

Ajmcer,  They  are  both  strong  democrats— jast  as  strong  as  they  can  be. 

Question.  Do  you  believe  that  this  organization  of  disguised  men  gf  which  we  have 
been  siieaking  has  any  political  aspect  T 

Ansver.  I  have  reflected  about  that  matter  a  great  deal ;  and  I  candidly  think  that 
the  great  and  le^iding  object  of  this  organization  is  political  power ;  and  I  believe  far- 
ther that  all  these  operations  in  the  form  of '^regulating"  offenses  occurring  in  the 
country — "vigilance  committee"  operations,  &c. — are  simply  outcroppings  from  under 
the  great  object,  which  is  ultimate  political  power. 

Question.  Do  you  mean  that  they  allege  such  things  as  pretexts  ? 

Anstrcr.  I  believe  so. 

Question.  You  believe  that  the  main  object  is  to  put  the  demociatic  party  in  control 
of  tlie  State  government  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir  ;  I  do  Ix'licve  that ;  and  I  believe  that  if  the  negroes  in  our  part  of 
the  country  would  vote  the  democratic  ticket,  theire  would  be  no  Kn-Klux  there.  Tlmt 
is  exactly  what  I  believe  about  it. 

Question.  Have  they  made  any  progress  in  intimidating  the  negroes  so  that  it  woald 
have  been  difficult  to  have  a  fair  election  a  few  months  ago  f 

Answer.  I  am  satisfied  that  with  such  a  state  of  affairs  as  existed  in  Lowndes  Coontv. 
and  other  portions  of  Mississippi,  in  February,  ld71,  it  would  be  utterly  impossible  to 
have  anything  like  a  fair  election.  You  could  not  begin  to  get  the  negroes  to  tli« 
polls. 

Question.  Do  you  mean  to  say  that  democrats  would  be  deterred  from  voting  T 

Anstrvr.  No ;  I  mean  to  say  that  republicans  would,  the  blacks  particularly.  I  do  uot 
know  that  many  of  the  white  republicans  would,  though  there  are  many  of  them  who. 
while  disposed  to  vote  the  republican  ticktrt,  would  not  vote  it,  for  fear  of  the  perseca- 
tion  that  might  be  engendered.  An  to  the  blacks,  I  am  satisfied  that  they  would  be 
deterred  from  voting  the  republican  ticket,  because  I  saw  the  thing  tried  last  fall,  when 
there  was  just  a  little  intimation  of  Ku-Klux.  Any  intimation  of  that  kind  frightem 
them  so  they  will  not  begin  to  come  out  to  vote. 

Question.  Do  you  believe  that  the  operations  of  this  Eu-Klnx  Klan,  if  unchecked, 
would  result  in  putting  the  State  into  the  hands  of  the  democratic  party  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Do  you  think  that  is  the  object  of  the  organization  T 

Answer.  I  think  it  is.  We  are  to  have  a  general  election  in  our  State  this  fall ;  and 
while  I  believe  the  republican  party  is  largely  in  the  ascendency  in  the  State,  it  is  my 
candid  conviction  that  if  before  that  election  the  Ku-Klux  should  make  a  few  raidV 
through  the  country,  and  especially  the  counties  where  the  black  vote  is  largely  in  the 
ascendency,  the  democrats  will  carry  the  State  by  as  large  a  minority  almost  as  they 
might  want  to.  I  do  believe  that  positively.  On  this  question  I  have  talked  with 
many  of  the  most  intelligent  freedmen  in  the  country.  I  recollect  speaking  with  ooe 
who  was  a  member  of  the  legislature  from  Lowndes  Conn ty— a  freedm an  largely  above 
the  average  in  respect  to  intelligence— a  man  of  some  intellect  and  education*.  Thi* 
mau'S  fear  of  the  Ku-Klux  was  so  thorough  and  abject  as  to  be  really  a  matter  of 
amusement. 

Question.  His  fear  was  intense  f 

Answer.  The  most  intense  exhibition  of  fear  that  I  ever  saw  in  my  life.  He  has  snch 
an  excessive  dread  of  anything  of  that  kind  that,  in  fact,  I  have  ceased  talking  with 
him  about  it.  I  have  seen  ]>arties  conversing  with  him  become  absolutely  amused  at 
his  abject  fear  of  the  Ku-Rlux.  He  is  very  ambitious  for  a  colored  man.  While  a 
member  of-  the  legislature  he  did  pretty  well  in  that  capacitv.  Democrats  and  all 
seemed  to  like  him  ver>'  well  indeed.  But  1  have  no  idea  that  he  could  be  induced  to 
become  a  candidate  for  the  legislature  again  if  he  thought  there  were  any  Ku-Klux  in 
the  country. 

Question.  Does  ho  suppose  they  have  a  special  hostility  against  him  because  of  bis 
being  a  member  of  the  legislature  f 

Answer.  He  feels  so.    He  has  told  me  so. 

Qticstion.  Has  he  been  threatened  f 

Anstper.  I  do  not  know  that  there  have  been  any  positive  threats ;  I  never  heard  him 
say  so,  and  never  heard  of  any. 

Question.  Is  there  a  general  understanding  among  the  colored  people  that  if  they  will 
vote  the  democratic  ticket  they  will  be  free  from  these  visits  of  the  Ku-Klux f 

Answer.  From  my  talk  with  them,  and  from  what  I  have  heard  about  it,  I  hink  1 
can  say  that  that  is  their  feeling. 

Question.  Do  you  think  that  any  one  of  them  who  would  vote  the  democratic  ticket 
would  be  in  danger  of  visitation  f 

Answer.  I  do  not  think  ho  would  j  I  believe  they  would  not  bother  him. 
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>.  Buckley  : 

'<1  you  ever  hear  of  a  democrat^  either  white  or  colored,  being  whipped 
^f  disguised  men  ? 
^  t  know  that  I  ever  did.    No,  sir;  I  never  did. 

V  K\i,  ke  of  tt  Mr.  Brookshiro  ? 

%V  To  was  a  man  who  was  trading  in  the  lower  part  of  Noxubee. 

\  .  '^  to  know  a  little  more  about  that  case,  as  you  merely  alluded 

,  -^  "as  a  white  man  of  fii^t-rate  standing  in  Noxubee  County. 

*  ^  •  1  with  Mr.  Baskervill  and  myself  avLcu  wo  merchandised 

«     '  ■■  considerably  above  the  average  of  men  in  the  country. 

",  and  was  tradint;  pretty  largely  with  the  ireedmeh. 
,  'm  t'liat  he  bought  corn  and  cotton  from  'them  at 

ri^ht  to  do  it.    I  never  heard  that  ho  wa^  warned 
hugs  were  started  against  him.    These  disguised 
what  they  would  do  to  him  if  he  did  not  stop 
r'omplained  of  against  Mr.  Brookshire — and 
i)  this  organization — could  have  been  reached 
.  proof  had  been  made ;  and  if  the  parties  had 
•lid  easily  have  gotten  the  proof. 
iKeu  up? 
.  uat  is  my  recollection, 
uelicve,  that  you  were  a  member  of  the  board  of  school  direct- 
.iic testimony  has  been  given  here  in  regard  to  the  teachers  in  Mississippi. 
a  to  give  us  your  opinion  of  their  character  and  qualifications.    State  also 
-  they  were  natives  of  your  county  or  State,  or  whether  they  came  from  other 
*ons  of  the  country. 
Atiftner,  It  was  the  earnest  desire  of  the  board  of  school  directors  to  employ  as  far  as 
possible  resident  teachers— natives  of  the  countrj^j  and  we  employed  very  few  from  a 
distance. 
Question,  You  gave  natives  the  preference  ? 

AHSirer.  Wo  did;  we  used  personal  efforts  to  secure  such  teachers.  Wo  wrote  a  great 
many  letters  to  prominent  people  all  through  the  county,  asking  them  to  encourage 
our  own  people  to  engage  in  teaching  the  colored  schools  particularly ;  becaus**  we 
wanted  to  preclude  any  idea  that  we  were  seeking  to  bring  persons  from  a  distance  to 
bo  teachers,  lest  the  sentiment  might  go  out  that  we  were  trying  to  bring  in  improper 
parties. 
Queatiofi.  To  what  extent  did  you  succeed? 

Answer,  We  employed  in  the  county  lifty-six  teachers— forty-seven  white,  nino 
colored.  I  read  from  the  circular  issued  by  the  county  superintendent  of  Lowndes 
county,  under  the  direction  of  the  board  of  school  directors: 

'*  Nearly  all  the  teachers  are  old  citizens,  and  many  of  them  natives  of  the  county. 
Repeated\*fforts  were  made  to  induce  residents  to  teach  the  colored  schools,  which 
proved  successful  in  many  instances.  A  few  only  have  been  employed  from  a  dis- 
tance." 

I  should  say  that  there  were  not  more  than  six  or  seven  teachers  employed  in  those 
schools  who  were  not  old  citizens  of  the  country,  and  those  northern  men  who  were 
employed  had  been  in  that  country  from  one  to  three  or  four  years. 

QvLir9tion.  The  colored  teachers  of  whom  yon  spoke — were  they  qualified  for  teaching 
your  schools? 

Anifter.  Yes,  sir.  There  were  only  nine  employed ;  and  they  were  qualified  to  teach 
the  primary  branches,  for  which  they  were  employed.  We  tried  to  get  as  many  of 
them  as  we  could  for  the  colored  schools,  where  we  could  find  them  qualified. 

Question,  Then  the  opposition  to  the  free-school  system  in  your  county  does  not  arise 
from  any  objection  to  the  character  of  the  teachers  ? 

Anatcer,  I  am  satisfied  that  it  does  not.  I  think  the  gist  of  the  whole  opposition  to 
public  schools  in  Lowndes  County  and  through  that  section  of  the  State  is  thdt  the 
system  was  originated  by  the  republican  party,  and  it  was  supposed  it  would  be  a 
great  lever  of  power,  as  eveutually  it  will  be.  Then  he  objection  to  the  necessary 
Taxation  came  in  of  course  as  an  incidental  feature.  It  was  the  object  of  the  board  of 
school  directors  to  avoid  as  far  as  possible  taxation  for  school  purposes — to  exhaust 
first  every  other  mean.s  of  sustaining  the  schools.  But  the  great  idea  and  intention  of 
the  opposition  was  to  break  down  the  public-school  system. 
QueMion,  The  character  of  the  teachers  had  nothing  to  do  with  it  ? 
AuHwtr,  I  am  satisfied  that  it  never  had,  as  must  be  seen  from  the  character  of  the 
men  we  employed. 

Question.  I  understood  you  to  say  that,  unless  the  United  States  courts  vigorously 
and  rigorously  execute  the  laws,  the  colored  people  will  be  compelled  to  take  measures 
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for  their  own  protection,  and  that  you,  in  common  with  others,  fear  that  the  reeolt  may 
be  a  conflict  of  races  ? 

Anstper,  Yes,  sir,  I  do. 

Qu€9tian.  What  do  yon  understand  to  be  the  necessity  for  bringing  in  the  aid  of  the 
United  States  courts  ?    Why  not  leave  the  matter  to  the  "State  courts  t 

Answer.  In  order  to  answer  that  question  fully,  I  must  lAake  a  brief  explanation. 
Governor  Alcorn,  to  my  knowledge,  has  used  the  greatest  exertions  in  every  way  to 
have  the  laws  thoroughly  and  rigidly  executed.  We  have  as  able  a  judiciary  in  Slis- 
sissippi  as  can  be  found  in  any  State  of  the  Union ;  in  fact,  we  are  particularly  proud 
of  our  judiciary;  and  the  laws  are,  as  a  general  thing,  being  rigidly  enforced. 

Question,  Especially  so  by  Judge  Orrf 

Ansicer.  Yt«,  sir,  especially  by  Judge  Orr — in  his  district  and  his  part  of  the  coantry. 

Question.  His  circuit  includes  most  of  the  counties  you  have  beeu  speaking  off 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  But  as  fair  a  test  as  could  ever  be  made  of  the  ability  of  the  Suw 
courts  to  enforce  the  laws  against  these  Ku-Klux  was  made  in  the  case  I  have  already 
mentioned,  and  as  I  stated,  Uiere  was  an  actual  failure;  in  fact,  it  amounted  almost  to 
an  absolute  farce.  The  result  in  that  case  convinced  the  judge,  as  well  as  myself,  and 
I  believe  the  people  generally,  that  it  was  impossible  to  bring  these  men  to  jn9tic« 
through  the  State  courts,  from  the  fact  that  the  witnesses  were  afraid  to  testify.  Thev 
could  not  be  guaranteed  such  protection  against  danger  to  their  personal  liberty  or 
their  lives  as  would  induce  them  to  testify  in  the  State  courts. 

Question.  Did  you  find  any  trouble  with  the  grand  juries  in  getting  indictments 
against  these  parties  t 

*  Answer.  Well,  sir,  the  grand  jury  in  that  case  stated  that  they  had  no  evidence ;  th:if 
the  witnesses  would  not  testify ;  and  the  witnesses  said  (this  is  what  they  told  me  and 
others  right  at  the  court-house  gate)  that  they  were  afraid  to  testify  because  they 
thought  there  were  men  on  the  grand  jury  who  would  make  known  what  they  would 
testi^ ;  and  then  they  would  be  brought  up  into  court ;  and  they  believed  they  would  l>e 
in  danger  of  their  lives.  So  that  I  was  perfectly  satisfied,  and  1  am  yet ,  that  it  isimpossib!*' 
in  the  State  courts  to  execute  the  laws  against  offenses  of  that  character.  In  regard  to 
the  administration  of  Governor  Alcorn,  I  will  say  that  he  has  done  everything  in  bis 
power;  he  has  left  no  stone  unturned ;  he  has  used  every  possible  means*  through  the 
civil  tribunals  and  through  the  offering  of  large  rewards  to  break  up  this  organizn- 
tion.  At  the  last  session  of  the  legislature  ho  tried  to  secure  the  passage  or  a  bill 
ehanging  the  venue  in  certain  cases.  In  his  messages  and  in  conversation  he  expres^Hl 
himself  as  satisfied  that  the  laws  could  not  be  enforced  in  the  counties  where  thet<o 
disturbances  occurred,  on  account  of  the  intimidation  of  witnesses ;  and  his  idea  was 
to  have  a  law  passed  under  which,  whenever  disturbances  were  reported  to  him  and 
proper  affidavits  made,  he  could  change  the  venue  to  some  county  where  impartiril 
juries  could  be  had  and  where  the  witnesses  could  be  amply  protected.  But  through  a 
combination  of  influences  that  measure  failed  to  pass.  He  then  tried  to  get  the  legi^ 
lature  to  give  him  authority  to  raise  a  regiment  of  picked  cavalry  with  which  bt* 
proposed  to  put  down  this  organization.  The  legislature  did  not  grant  him  that  an- 
thority;  they  were  afraid  of  the  consequences.  Nothing  has  occurred  to  give  any 
check  to  these  outrages  imtil  the  movement  inaugurated  recently  in  the  United  States 
district  court  at  Oxford,  and  the  United  States  circuit  court  at  Jackson. 

Question.  Mr.  Baskervill,  in  his  testimony,  stated  a  case  which,  I  think,  ooeumnl 
near  Macon,  where  United  States  Deputy  Marshal  Reed,  and,  I  believe,  Mr.  Wispier, 
made  some  arrests,  aided  by  United  States  soldiers,  as  a  marshaFs  posse.  Do  you 
recollect  anything  of  that  occurrence  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  I  recollect  that  there  was  a  deputy  marshal,  named  McLcmon.  or 
something  of  that  kind,  who  came  to  Macon,  either  with  summonses  for  witnesses  or 
warrants  for  the  arrest  of  parties,  I  do  not  know  which ;  and  the  statement  was  that 
one  of  the  soldiers  of  the  squad  he  had  charge  of  attempted  to  take,  or  did  take,  some 
money  from  a  colored  man ;  I  do  not  know  whether  he  took  it  or  merely  attempted  to 
take  it.  But  there  was  a  warrant  issued  for  the  arrest  of  that  soldier ;  and  when  the 
officer  went  to  arrest  him  this  deputy  marshal  refused  to  let  the  soldier  be  given  np- 
There  was  some  controversy,  and  afterward  an  affidavit  was  made  against  the  deputy 
marshal,  and  a  warrant  issued  for  his  arrest  on  the  charge  of  resisting  an  officer.  He 
was  carried  before  Judge  Ames,  who  was  the  mayor  of  Macon.  The  matter  was  inves- 
tigated, and  the  judge  required  him  to  give  bond  for  his  appearance  at  the  next  term 
of  the  circuit  court  for  resisting  an  officer.  The  deputy  marshal  refused  for  some  tiiue 
to  give  the  bond  for  his  appearance ;  but  he  afterward  gave  it,  and  was  released. 

Question.  Mr.  Baskervill  stated  here  that  there  was  no  necessity  for  bringing  in 
those  troops  to  make  the  arrests ;  that  the  parties  would  have  obeved  an  on! i nary 
summons ;  and  he  stated  further  that  those  arrests  were  made  for  political  effect  and 
for  the  sake  of  gaining  the  rewards  offered.  Now,  I  wish  to  ask  yon  what  jKwsible 
advantage  could  result  to  the  republican  party  from  making  those  arrests  in  that 
manner  f  Was  not  the  deputy  marshal  supposed  to  be  connected  with  the  republican 
party  T 
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Anmoer.  Yes,  sir ;  chat  was  my  understanding.  I  do  not  really  know  whether  ho 
was  a  republican  or  not ;  but  ho  was  attempting  to  arrest  parties  charged  with  violating 
the  law  J  and  it  is  an  entirely  new  idea  to  me  that  any  political  object  was  to  bo 
accomplished  by  the  proceeding,  because  the  republicans  have  some  two  thousand 
eight  hundred  or  three  thousanu  majority  in  Noxubee  County.  I  do  not  see  how  any 
yioiitical  capital  could  be  made  out  of  the  matter.  In  Noxubee,  Lowndes,  Monroe, 
Chickasaw,  and  in  fact  all  those  counties,  except  Winston,  the  republicans  have  over- 
whelming majorities. 

QuesHon.  So  that  in  a  county  where  the  republicans  numbered  four  thousand  two 
hundred  and  the  democrats  one  thousand  four  hundred,  you  think  that,  the  republicans 
would  not  gain  any  special  x)olitical  advantage  by  having  violators  of  the  law  brought 
to  punishment? 

Answer.  I  do  not  see  how  they  could  i>ossibly  make  any  political  capital  of  it ;  I  can- 
not imagine  that  the  movement  could  have  any  political  effect.  As  to  the  willingness 
of  parties  to  obey  an  ordinary  summons,  I  presume  that  most  of  the  witnesses  would 
have  obeyed  a  summons;  but  then  they  would  have  had  no  assurance  of  protection. 
I  have  heard  persons  summoned  as  witnesses  say  that  they  would  not  go  unless  they 
were  satistied  that  they  would  be  protected. 

Question.  Then  you  think  that  these  soldiers  were  taken  there  rather  for  the  purpose 
of  insuring  protection  than  of  overcoming  resistance  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  that  is  my  idea.  None  of  the  witnesses,  I  think,  would  have  made 
any  resistance ;  but  I  think  it  likely  that  some  of  the  defendants  would.  I  do  not  know 
the  fact ;  I  simply  give  my  opinion  upon  the  point.  But  I  do  know  that  a  groat  many 
of  the  witnesses  would  not  have  gone  unless  they  had  been  assured  of  ample  protec- 
tion, because  some  of  them  told  me  themselves  that  they  were  afraid  to  go. 

Question.  Mr.  Baskervill  also  stated  his  opinion  that  by  keeping  up  this  strife  and 
confusion  the  negroes  were  kept  from  voting  with  the  democratic  party.  Do  you  think 
that  is  the  case  f 

Answer,  I  do  not  think  it  has  anything  to  do  with  it,  one  way  or  the  other. 

Question*  You  think  that  if  everything  had  been  quiet  in  'Lowndes  and  Noxubee 
Counties  the  colored  people  would  have  been  just  as  likely  to  vote  the  republican  ticket 
OS  under  a  different  state  of  affairs  ? 

Answer.  I  think  they  would  be  more  likely  under  such  circumstances  to  do  so  than 
they  would  in  the  case  of  any  strife  and  difficulty  in  the  country. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question.  The  object  in  keepinij  up  the  strife  by  persecutions  under  the  form  of  law 
may  have  been  in  order  to  consolidate  the  negro  vote  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  do  not  think  so.  I  do  not  see  what  object  there  could  be  in  that. 
I  do  not  see  how  it  couldiafiect  the  case  one  way  or  the  other ;  because  the  republicans 
have  now  an  overwhelming  majority  there. 

Question.  Would  not  the  majority,  if  larger,  assi'  t  in  the  general  result  throughout 
the  State  f 

Answer.  Of  course  in  any  State  election  it  would  help. 

Question.  You  have  spoken  of  a  man  named  Hicks,  upon  whom  some  outrage  was 
committed,  and  you  assigned  as  a  reason  for  it  some  improper  language  he  had  used 
toward  a  white  woman  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  W^hat  was  that  language  ? 

Answer.  He  did  not  use  the  language  to  the  white  woman.  The*report  was  that  he 
said  he  had  had  intercourse  with  some  white  ladies  up  in  that  neighborhood. 

Question,  That  was  the  language  for  which  he  was  chastised  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  But  nobody,  republican  or  otherwise,  would  justify  him  in  the  use 
of  such  language.  All  would  say  that  he  ought  to  be  punished,  and  punished  accord- 
ing to  law.    The  law  was  ample  for  his  puniimment. 

Question.  Have  not  the  people  of  your  State  been  rather  prone  to  vindicate  them- 
selves from  personal  insult,  especially  as  to  anything  affecting  their  families,  by  more 
direct  and  immediate  means  than  an  appeal  to  the  courts  f 

Answer,  That  is  true ;  they  are  not  disposed  to  wait  much  for  the  regular  process  of 
the  law  in  cases  like  that. 

Question,  That  has  always  been  the  character  of  your  people  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  That  schoolmaster,  Mr.  Farmer,  who  was  compelled  to- dose  his  school,  was,- 
you  say,  an  unexceptionable  man  T 

Answer.  So  far  as  we  could  learn,  he  was.  As  I  have  mentioned,  we  went  out  to  the 
neighborhood  to  make  inquiries,  and  we  could  hear  nothing  against  the  man  at  all. 

Question.  Nothing  was  alleged  against  him  t 

Answer.  Nothing  at  all. 

Question.  And  that  was  the  case  with  most  of  the  teachers  you  employed? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Did  you  say  that  many  of  them  were  southern  men  f 
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Anstcer,  They  vere  generally  sonthcm  people,  or  citizens  of  the  country  of  long 
standing. 

Question.  None  of  them  were  ii^jared  f 

Anstcer.  None  were  whipped  or  heaten ;  they  were  merely  threatened. 

Question,  They  were  uotiHed  that  they  must*  stop  teaching  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  And  the  reason  was  that  the  people  did  not  mean  to  submit  to  taxation  fur 
the  sapjwrt  of  those  schools  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  the  great  thing  was  that  they  did  not  intend  to  have  free  schools 
The  tax  was  brought  up  as  an  incidental  matter ;  but  the  opposition  w^as  to  poblic 
Rchools  anyhow. 

Question^,  Was  not  the  tax  collected  entirely  from  the  white  people  f 

Anstcer,  That  which  had  been  collected  came  mostly  from  the  wnite  people. 

Question,  Where  a  tax  was  assessed  upon  the  county  it  was  done,  I  believe,  at  the 
discretion  of  the  board  of  directors  and  the  superintendent  of  the  county  f 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  that  is  just  where  the  mistake  lies ;  a  great  many  people  in  MiSbi&- 
sippi  have  misunderstood  that  point.  The  board  of  school  directors  and  the  sapenn- 
tendent  have  nothing  to  do  with  levying  tax ;  they  simply  make  an  estimate  of  the 
cost  of  schools,  and  they  submit  that  to  the  board  of  supervisors — what  you  call  in 
Missouri  the  county  court.    It  is  that  body  that  levies  the  tax. 

Question.  They  levy  what  is  assessed  T 

Anstcer.  It  is  estimated. 

Question,  The  estimate  is  made  by  the  board  of  school  directors  and  the  saperinteod- 
ent  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  And  then  the  county  court,  as  wo  would  say,  or  the  board  of  supervisors, 
as  you  Bay  in  yoiu:  State,  levies  the  tax  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  This  tax  is  levied  npon  all  property,  except  a  certain  amount  in  the  posse?- 
8ion  of  every  person  which  is  exempt  from  taxation  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  there  is  a  small  amount  exempt. 

Question.  That  exemption  covers  the  property  of  almost  every  negro  in  the  county, 
does  it  not  t 

Answer,  It  would  cover  the  property  of  a  large  minority  of  them. 

Questum,  It  would  bring  the  entire  tax  upon  the  white  people  of  the  county  ? 

Answer,  That  might  be  so  generally  as  to  the  tax  upon  proi>erty  ;  but  then  even- 
body,  including  the  blacks,  pays  a  poll-tax  of  $2. 

Question.  Has  that  ever  been  paid  by  the  negroes  T 

Answer.  It  is  being  paid  now  by  them ;  it  has  not  been  to  any  extent  heretofore. 
This  is  the  first  year  that  the  school  system  was  ever  put  in  operation. 

Question.  But  that  poll-tax  never  had  been  collected  f 

Answer.  Very  little  of  it  has  been  collected  heretofore ;  but  I  think  that  was  the 
fault  of  the  sheriffs,  not  of  the  negroes. 

Question.  Those  officers  were  generally  radicals,  were  they  not  f 

Answer.  They  were  republicans ;  I  do  not  say  that  they  were  radicals,  for  some  of 
them  were  pretty  liberal  in  their  >'iews. 

Question.  People  in  your  State  have  been  very  much  impoverished  by  the  war,  have 
they  not  t 

Ansicer.  Yes,  sir ;  very  nearly  broken  up. 

Question.  They  have  lost  a  vast  deal  of  property,  including  all  their  property  in 
slaves  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Questixm,  Your  supervisors  are  permitted  by  law  to  assess  for  school  purposes  a  tax 
of  one  and  one-half  per  cent,  f 

Answer.  That  is  the  extreme  limit ;  bat  in  Lowndes  County,  where  the  trouble  began 
about  the  school  tax,  it  amounted  to  between  one-fourth  and  one-half  of  one  per  cent. : 
about  three  mills,  or  one-third  of  one  per  cent. 

Question.  That  tax  is  in  addition  to  all  the  other  taxes  of  the  county,  the  State,  aixl 
the  General  Government  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  That  taxation  was  imposed  for  the  purpose  of  educating  negroes  who  bad 
formerly  belonged  to  the  people  thus  taxed  f 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  think  that  in  our  county,  as  the  circnlar  to  which  I  have  referred 
demonstrates  clearly,  it  would  not  have  been  necessary  to  levy  one  dollar  of  direct 
taxation  to  support  the  colored  schools ;  those  schools  would  have  been  supportc^l  bv 
making  the  negroes  pay  their  poll-tax,  and  by  allowing  them  their  pro  rata  tihaav  oi 
the  school  fund. 

Quation.  Had  that  been  done  f 

Answer.  It  had  not  been  done  previously,  but  it  was  being  done.  The  State  acliool 
fund  was  not  to  be  distributed  till  the  1st  of  June,  after  the  taxes  had  all  been  paid 
>  in  at  the  seat  of  government 
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(>v^».'iow.  I  nD€ler8too<1  you  to  testify  that  the  teachers  of  these  Hchools  were  mostly 
residents  of  your  State  ? 

Anwcer,  Yes.  sir ;  I  am  speaking  now  more  particularly  of  Lowndes  County. 

^u€9tion.  And  "ihat  they  were  by  no  means  objectionable  t^o  the  people  at  iMrge ;  that 
the  objection  was  not  on  acconnt'^of  the  character  of  the  teachers  f 

Anmcer.  No,  sir:  I  am  positive  that  it  was  not. 

Question.  There  was  no  objection  made  as  to  the  charact-er  of  the  teachers? 

Anmrer,  No,  sir. 

Question,  But  there  was  objection  to  the  amount  of  tax  levied  to  be  applied  for  this 
particular  purpose  f 

Amwer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  And  that  seems  to  have  been  the  root  of  all  this  disturbance  in  your  part 
of  the  country  t 

Arstrtr,  Well,  sir,  I  think  that  the  majority  of  the  people  who  went  into  these  dis- 
turbances were  opposed  to  free  schools. 

QuetHoH.  They  were  opposed  to  contributing,  impoverished  as  they  had  been  by  the 
wai*.  for  the  education  of  the  blacks,  who  have  been  so  vauntingly  called  the  **  wards 
of  Ihe  Government  of  the  United  States?" 

J««f<T.  Yes,  sir ;  that  was  the  main  hobby  in  this  opposition.  But  the  very  object 
of  (his  circular  was  to  show  the  people  that  that  was  not  a  true  position  ;  that  it  was 
a  piejudice ;  that  the  facts  did  not  sustain  it. 

Question.  1  am  not  talking  about  your  circular ;  I  am  asking  you  a  question  as  to 
the  impression  made  upon  the  minds  of  the  people. 

Anmoer.  O,  they  were  very  much  opposed  to  the  school  tax. 

Question.  They  were  opposed  to  it  because  they  thought  they  had  to  pay  it  T 

Anstcer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  And  they  were  opposed  to  paying  it  for  the  education  of  the  blacks  after 
tbey  had  had  so  much  of  their  property  destroyed  by  the  Government  in  the  late 
war  ? 

At:8u:er.  That  was  the  feeling. 

Qiestion.  They  considered  themselves  impoverished,  and  objected  to  l>cing  called 
npou  in  that  condition  to  pay  for  the  education  of  this  hordo  of  blacks  without  being 
<-ouHulted  npon  the  subject ;  for  I  understand  that  they  were  not  consulted;  that  your 
(onstitution  was  framed  when  a  large  portion  of  the  people  who  pay  this  tax  were  dis^ 
irancliised  ;  is  not  that  true  T 

Answer.  Well,  qnder  the  reconstruction  acts  a  great  many  were  disfranchised  :  but 
the  constitution  of  Mississippi  does  not  disfranchise  a  single  citizen  of  the  State. 

Question.  But  the  constitution  was  made  when  a  largo  portion  of  your  peopj^  were 
diHtranchiscd  t 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  nnder  the  reconstiiiction  acts  a  number  of  our  people  could  not 
▼ote. 

Question.  They  could  not  vote  on  the  adoption  of  your  constitution,  could  they  t 

Answar.  No,  sir ;  but  a  great  many  of  them  who  could  vote  would  not  do  it. 

Question.  That  is  neither  here  nor  there.  It  was  the  fact,  then,  that  the  constitution 
was  made  for  them  by  the  negroes,  very  few  of  the  white  people  participating  ? 

Answer.  There  may  have  been  very  few  of  the  white  people  who  voted  for  it ;  but 
there  were  a  great  many  who  voted  against  it,  and  a  large  number  of  those  who  w^ere 
allowed  to  vote  would  not  vote  at  all.  In  fact  the  policy  at  first  was  to  defeat  the  cou- 
tftitution  organizing  these  schools  by  non-action,  by  not  voting  at  all. 

Question.  This,  then,  I  undei'stand  you  to  say,  is  the  real  ground  of  objection  to  the 
»<:hools  t 

Answer.  I  would  not  say  that  it  was  the  real  ground.  It  was  stated  or  pretended  to 
W  the  real  ground ;  but  I  am  clearly  of  opinion  that  it  is  erroneous. 

Question.  That  is  the  ground  on  which  the  people  put  it  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  You  think  that  they  are  clearly  mistaken  about  that — that  they  want  to 
pay  this  tax — that  they  do  not  object  to  paying  taxes  f 

Answer.  O,  no,  sir.  I  believe  they  object  to  paying  the  tax,  but  I  do  not  believe  a 
tax  was  necessary'  in  Lowndes  County  to  support  the  colored  schools. 

Question.  Do  you  not  suppose  they  believed  it  was  f 

Answer.  I  believe  they  thought  so. 

Question.  How  many  schools  were  established  in  your  county? 

Answer.  Fifty-six. 

Question.  Would  it  not  have  required  for  the  support  of  those  schools  the  entire 
amount  of  taxation  allowed  by  law  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir :  it  would  not. 

Question.  Not  if  school-houses  were  constructed  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir.  We  purchased  but  few  school-houses  this  year.  We  made  an  esti- 
mate of  the  purchase-money  we  would  have  to  pay,  as  well  as  the  rent,  the  hiring  of 
teachers,  and  all  contingent  expenses ;  and  all  these  items  together  for  five  months 
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amounted  to  $40,531  60.  We  expected  to  get  a  large  proportion  of  tliia  sam  finom  tbt 
poll-tax  and  the  State  school  fand.  We  only  asked  for  an  assessment  of  $21,000,  abont 
$1,000  more  than  half  of  the  amount. 

Queftti(m.  That  wj^  for  a  1>eginning? 

AMicer.  That  was  for  five  months  of  the  year  1871.  That  $21,000  was  for  the  part  of 
the  county  outside  the  city  of  Columbus,  in  which  there  was  a  separate  school  district. 
The  taxation  to  raise  that  amount  would  be  a  little  over  one-fourth  of  one  per  cent. 

Question.  What  is  the  proportion  of  negroes  to  whites  in  that  county? 

Ansxcer.  The  number  of  educable  children  in  the  county  between  the  ages  of  fiA*e  and 
twenty-one  years  is  1.902  whites  and  6,108  blacks;  in  other  words,  a  little  morotiun 
three  and  a  half  times  as  many  blacks  as  whites. 

Qiwstion,  So  that  the  white  i>eople  would  have  to  go  to  the  expense  of  educating 
three  negroes  to  every  one  of  their  own  children  f 

Ansicer.  No,  sir ;  I  do  not  think  so,  because  I  think  that  the  poll-tax  paid  by  the  ne- 
groes, and  their  propoi-tion  of  the  State  school  fund,  would  have  snppozted  the  ook>red 
schools  ;  that  not  a  dollar  of  direct  tax  would  have  been  necessary  for  the  support  of 
those  scoools. 

Question.  How  many  negro  voters  are  there  in  your  county  f 

Anaicer.  Aljout  four  thousand  live  hundred  negro  voters  and  one  thousand  five  ban- 
dred  or  one  thousand  six  hundred  white  voters. 

Question,  If  the  poll-tax  had  been  fully  collected  from  the  blacks,  what  would  h^v- 
been  the  amount  ? 

Antficer,  About  89,000. 

Qumtion.  And  you  think  that  the  §9.000  which  would  have  been  obtained  if  ererr 
dollar  of  the  poll-tax  due  from  the  negiues  had  been  paid,  would  have  sufficed  to  ed*]- 
cate  those  six  thousand  black  children  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  do  not  say  that,  because  their  proportion  of  the  State  school  fimd 
would  have  amounted  to  fully  as  much  as  the  poll-tax,  if  not  more. 

Question,  Is  not  the  State  school  fund  derived  from  taxation  ? 

Ansnrer.  No,  sir :  it  in  derived  from  licenses  to  retail  whisky,  from  the  sale  of  swamp 
lauds,  the  sale  of  lands  for  taxes,  the  taxes  paid  by  physicians  and  others — what  is  gfro 
erally  called  the  privilege  tax.  I  think  that  the  poll-tax  paid  by  the  colored  peep.*- 
and  their  pro[)ortion  of  the  State  school  fund  would  have  supported  the  colored  scIkku* 
of  the  county. 

Question.  How  many  schools  were  there  in  your  county  t 

Answer.  Thirty-one  Avhite  schools,  and  twenty-five  colored. 

Question.  What  salaries  did  yoa  pay  the  teachers  in  the  colored  scHools  f 

Answer.  Two  or  three  of  the  teachers,  whose  schools  were  very  large,  were  ptid 
$80  a  month ;  but  the  salary'  was  generally  $40  or  $50  a  month ;  and  in  several  of 
the  colored  schools  only  825  and  $:i5  a  moiitb  was  paid.  We  got  teachers  of  colon-d 
schools  for  one-half  and  even  one-thinl  of  what  we  paid  teachers  of  white  schools 
Besides,  the  houses  used  for  the  colored  schools  were  very  inexpensive;  and  we  bought 
no  school  furniture  for  them  ;  we  took  just  such  seats  and  desks  as  we  could  pick  up: 
we  fixe<l  them  up  cheaplj*.  We  did  not  buy  a  dollars  worth  of  furniture  for  the  col 
ored  schools  in  our  county. 

Question.  Do  you  supyjose  that  the  number  of  colored  schools  you  have  stated  would 
have  been  the  extent  of  those  schools — that  they  would  not  have  been  increased  f 

Answer,  We  were  compelled  to  have  six  more  schools  in  order  to  draw  our  pro  rots 
share  of  the  school  fund.  The  constitution  requires  that  so  many  schools  shall  lie 
maintained  in  each  sub-district  of  the  county,  in  order  to  entitle  it  to  its  share  of  tbr 
school  fund.  '  • 

Question.  Then  you  were  not  entitled  to  draw  upon  the  State  school  fund  T 

Ansicer.  We  were  not  entitled  to  draw  our  share  until  we  had  completed  our  comple- 
ment of  schools,  which  has  now  been  done.  1  think  that  this  circular  which  I  hav»- 
here  has  demonstrated  to  a  good  many  people  that  the  poll-tax  paid  by  the  color*^ 
people,  and  their  proportion  of  the  "  privilege  tax  "  from  the  State,  would  have  »ui> 
ported  the  colored  schools. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 
Question.  You  have  what  is  called  the  sixteenth  section  fund  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  that,  of  course,  is  distributed^pro  rata.  But  it  was  almost  all  l^Mst 
in  our  part  of  the  country  by  insolvencies  and  things  of  that  sort. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question.  Yon  say  that  there  was  an  attack  made  upon  one  Alfred  Perkins  f 

Answer.  They  went  to  find  a  son  of  Alfred  Perkins,  but  could  not. 

Question.  What  was  the  accusation  against  him  ? 

Answer.  That  he  had  been  living  in  adulterous  connection  with  an  aunt  of  hifl  hj 
marriage ;  she  was  a  widow.  That  was  the  charge  against  him ;  but  then  the  Uv 
could  have  reached  that. 
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Question,  All  these  parties  who  were  arrested  and  arraigned  at  Oxford  were  let  out 
on  bail,  were  they  not  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  all  who  were  from  Monroe.  There  were  some  parties  from  Winston 
who  1  think  were  not  admitted  to  bail.  Some  ten  parties  from  Monroe  were  released 
on  bonds  of  $5,000  each;  the  remainder  of  them  gave  bonds  in  the  sum  of  $500  each. 

Qtiestion,  Then  they  could  not  have  been  charged  with  the  crime  of  murder  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  tney  were  iudicted  for  murder. 

Question.  And  yet  released  on  bail  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  I  will  tell  you  the  trouble  about  the  whole  matter,  for  I  heard  it 
fully  discussed,  and,  being  a  lawyer,  I  paid  a  good  deal  of  attention  to  it.  The  great 
difficulty  in  these  cases  is  the  proving  of  the  corpus  delicti;  and  that  is  the  reason  why 
these  Ku-Klux  men  operate  so  extensively  in  the  way  they  do.  The  general  inform- 
ation was  that  the  body  of  one  man  murdered  in  Monroe  County  had  been  found  buried 
in  a  shallow  grave,  with  a  niece  of  rope  around  his  neck.  Bnt'in  many  other  cases  the 
bodies  of  the  men  murdered  could  not  be  found :  in  other  words,  the  corpus  delicti  could 
not  be  proved.  The  difficulty  on  that  point,  and  the  alleged  unconstitutionality  of  the 
enforcement  act,  are  the  main  points  of  the  defense  in  those  cases. 

Question.  You  mean  that  the  bodies  of  the  men  alleged  to  have  been  murdered  cannot 
in  many  cases  be  found  T 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  In  other  words,  there  is  no  satisfactory  proof  that  the  man  is  dead  nntil 
somebody  has  seen  his  dead  body  f 

Answer,  Y'es,  sir ;  that  is  the  notion.  Of  course,  yon  have  to  find  the  body  to  prove 
that  the  man  is  dead. 

Question.  Unless  there  is  proof  of  that  kind,  a  man  may  be  hanged  for  murder  when 
the  alleged  victim  is  in  fact  living,  but  in  some  other  part  of  the  country! 

Answer,  But  the  belief  of  everybody  is  that  these  men  have  gone  to  their  long  rest, 
from  which  they  will  never  return.    The  difficulty,  however,  is  to  prove  it  in  court*. 

Question,  You  say  that  these  parties  were  all  admitted  to  bail  because  the  corpus 
delicti  could  not  be  proved  f 

Answer,  1  think  that  was  the  principal  reason.  The  Judge  sustained,  without  ques- 
tion, the  constitutionality  of  the  law. 

Question,  Can  those  men  be  convicted  of  murder  unless  the  body  of  the  murdered 
man  is  found  ? 

Answer,  Well,  sir,  the  supreme  court  of  Mississippi,  as  I  nnderatand,  has  decided  very 
positively  that  they  cannot.  The  decisions  are  somewhat  conflicting ;  but  that  has 
been  the  decision  in  Mississippi  very  positively,  in  two  or  three  cases. 

Question.  And  the  United  States  courts  in  Mississippi,  in  matters  of  criminal  law,  are 
governed  by  the  law  of  that  State  f 

Answer,  That  is  my  understanding. 

Question,  Are  not  many  of  these  crimes  laid  to  the  charge  of  the  Ku-KIux  when  in 
£act  they  are  committed  by  others? 

Answer,  In  regard  to  those  of  which  I  have  spoken  I  am  satisfied  that  they  were 
committed  by  parties  in  disguise ;  in  fact,  I  believe  it  as  strongly  as  I  could  believe 
anything  that  1  did  not  see  with  my  own  eyes. 

Question.  By  organized  bands  ? 

Answer,  I  believe  from  all  the  developments  and  from  what  we  can  learn  of  their 
operations,  they  were  committed  by  bands  among  whom  some  organization  existed ; 
otherwise  I  do  not  think  they  could  operate,  or  would  undertake  to  operate,  as  they  do. 
I  do  not  think  that  any  outsiders  committed  these  things. 

Question,  What  is  your  idea  as  to  the  influence  which  has  been  exercised  in  your 
community  by  those  men  who  have  gone  down  there,  and,  without  having  any  stake  or 
interest  in  the  community,  have,  in  consequence  of  the  disfranchisement  or  disqualifi- 
cation of  the  leading  men  of  that  community,  succeeded  in  filling  most  of  your  offices! 

Anstcer,  Some  men  of  that  character  who  have  gone  there  have,  I  think,  exercised  a 
bad  influence ;  but  I  believe  that  we  have  had  generally  in  our  State  a  diiferent  class- 
of  men  from  those  who  have  been  found  in  other  States.  For  instance,  there  is  Lieu- 
tenant Governor  Powers,  and  Dr.  Smith,  collector  of  internal  revenue,  and  General 
Eggleston,  and  Mr.  Lewis,  and  others  of  that  character,  who  have  exercised  a  good 
influence ;  who  are  men  of  standing,. character,  and  property.  They  have  come  there 
and  invested  their  means.  To  that  class  of  northern  men  the  people  make  no  objec- 
tion ;  they  are  glad  to  have  them  come  there ;  their  influence  has  been  good.  There 
are,  howeVer,  I  believe,  a  few  men  in  the  State  who  were  not  residents,  who  have  proved 
to  be  men  of  bad  character,  who  have  exerted  a  bad  influence ;  but  I  think  they  are 
the  exception  and  not  the  rule. 

Question,  Is  not  a  ver>'  clear  distinction  made  in  your  State  between  such  men  and 
those  who  come  down  there  with  the  object  of  residing  and  identifying  themselves 
with  the  community  f  Are  not  the  latter  received  without  objection  and  with  kind- 
ness everywhere  ? 

Ansteer.  Yes,  sir ;  but  the  people  like  mightily  toliave  them  think  as  they  think  and 
go  as  they  go. 
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Question.  Is  not  that  the  case  everywhere  ;  would  you  not  like  to  have  everybody 
think  exactly  as  you  do  f  .  ' 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  but  I  would  not  feel  like  proscriVung  a  man,  ♦»i»cially  or  politically, 
because  he  did  not  agree  with  me  in  politics.  I  see  that  you  are  striking  for  the  ••  cai- 
pet-baggers,"  and  I  will  say  that  wifh  regard  to  men  who  arc  so  designated,  Mii«x>!^ 
sippi  is  really  Ix'tter  off  than  most  of  the  Southern  States.  I  really  think  that  many 
of  the  northern  men  who  have  come  there  since  the  war  have  been  great  accessions  u* 
the  country.  There  have  been  a  few,  and  there  may  lie  a  very  few  yet  remaining,  who 
have  come' there  for  purposes  of  plunder ;  but  I  believe  that  there  are  very  few  of  that 
class  of  northern  men  there. 

Question,  Governor  Alcorn  has  set  his  face  ver>'  resolntelj"  against  the  schemes  wbiJ'h 
the  carpet-baggers  have  snccc^etl  in  fjisteuing  ujHm  most  of  the  other  States ;  thr 
schemes  of  plundering  by  me^ns  of  the  State  legislature  T 

Answer.  Well,  I  know  there  was  considerable  jealoui«y  existing  between  the  governor 
and  that  class  of  northern  men  ;  but  there  is  now  entire  reconciliation  and  bamioor 
in  the  republican  party  in  that  respect.  I  believe  that  the  great  mass  of  the  northern 
men  in  Mississippi  would  cooperate  with  the  old  citizens  there  in  getting  rid  of  tbo*e 
men  who  they  believe  come  there  for  the  puri^M>He  simply  of  plunder — of  making  moDev 
by  holding  office  and  then  running  away.  1  believe  that  Governor  Powers,  Dr.  Smith, 
and  other  men  of  that  class,  who  have  come  there  and  invested  their  means  in  oar 
conimunity,  would  coojierate  with  the  old  residents  in  putting  down  any  northern  man 
who  had  evidently  come  there  to  stir  up  strife  and  to  instill  mischief  into  the  mindi»  of 
the  freedmen,  or  to  gorge  himself  with  the  protits  of  office  and  then  run  away. 

Question.  There  was  an  attempt  made,  I  believe,  was  there  not,  to  revive  the  old 
repudiated  debt  of  the  State  f 

Answer.  Ycis,  sir;  but  that  was  a  very  feeble  attempt,  and  was  so  ridiculously  alwiml 
that  scarcely  anybody  would  ever  entertain  it.  I  believe  a  man  named  Morgan  intro- 
duced a  bill  of  that  kind  ;  but  the  proposition  w:is  perfect  b<Mh,  and  nobody  seriou-slr 
entertained  it.  In  fact,  the  bill  was  not  even  allowed  to  be  considered.  I  thmk  tbe 
report  of  the  committee  was  not  received,  or  jierhaps  the  bill  was  not  allowed  to  lie 
introduced.  I  have  no  doubt  some  improper  inHuences  were  used  through  some  bad 
men  to  get  up  that  measure ;  but  they  could  not  succee<l  in  doing  it. 

Question.  They  have  not  been  able  as  yet  to  load  down  the  State  of  Mississippi  with 
any  very  large  amount  of  debt  ? 

Answer.  No,,  sir.  There  were  some  pretty  large  appropriations;  but  the  governor 
exercised  the  veto  power  pretty  freely.  He  remarked  to  me  the  other  day  (and  I  agreed 
with  him,  as  did  several  other  gentlemen  from  different  parts  of  the  State)  that,  all 
things  considered,  the  legislation  of  Mississippi  was  as  good  under  the  circumstances  as 
could  have  been  expected  ;  that  there  was  nothing  particularly  to  be  complained  of  in 
that  legislation. 

Question.  Did  not  the  fact  that  the  governor  was  so  resolute  against  the  frandaleot 
schemes  of  these  adventurers  lead  to  bad  feeling  between  himself  and  some  of  the  ear- 
pet-bag  dignitaries  f 

Answer.  There  were  some  schemes  of  probably  an  improper  nature  which  werp 
bronglit  forward  by  some  members  of  the  legislature,  and  which  the  governor  opposed; 
and  an  attempt  was  made  to  produce  upon  other  northern  gentlemen  the  impressioD 
that  there  was  some  personal  opposition  on  the  part  of  the  governor.  There  was  at 
one  time  considerable  feeling  gotten  up  in  that  way ;  for  I  was  in  Jackson  at  the  time, 
and  was  familiar  with  the  facts.  But  as  soon  as  the  governor's  position  was  noder- 
stood,  there  was  an  entire  reconciliation,  except  on  the  part  of  a  few  imxiecuDioifci 
adventurers,  whom  the  bocly  of  northern  men  in  Mississippi  now  repudiate  just  as 
much  iis  do  the  native  republicans. 

Queiftiou.  Was  not  the  governor  arraigned  in  the  Senate  by  General  A.nes  T 

Answer.  I  think  he  was.  I  think  that  was  produced  through  certain  influences  which 
were  very  improper  and  wrong.  I  was  in  Jackson  when  a  good  deal  of  that  wastnuts- 
piring. 

Question.  Wliat  were  the  influences  f 

Answer.  The  idea  was  attempted  to  be  created  that  Governor  Alcorn  was  opposed  to 
all  northern  men— opposed  to  their  holding  oflices,  opposed  to  their  having  any  interest 
in  the  State  ;  opposed  to  them  generally.  That  feeling  was  greatly  intensified  by  a 
great  many  statements  as  to  the  governor's  position  which  were  not  correct. 

Question.  Statements  made  by  whom  ? 

AnftwiT.  By  thetie  northern  gentlemen — members  of  the  legislature  and  others— who, 
I  believe,  misunderstood  the  governor's  position.  The  other  day  I  spoke  to  Judge 
Tarbell,  one  of  the  judges  of  the  supreme  court,  and  the  secretary  of  the  State  execu- 
tive committee  of  the  republican  party — a  gentleman  who  was  either  a  colonel  or 
a  brigaflier  general  of  the  Federal  Anuy.  I  asked  him  how  that  marter  stood,  and  he 
tcid  L.e  there  had  been  a  perfect  and  entire  reconciliation  with  the  governor  in  every 
paniciilar. 

Question.  Have  these  carpet-baggers  given  np  their  schemes  of  plunder,  or  has  the 
governor  given  in  to  them  f 
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A^sicer.  There  has  not  been  a  gre^t  deal  of  thtnt  thing  done;  there  wan  soiue 
attempted;  and  .1  will  telJ  you  one  case  that  occurred.  It  wjis  the  cafte  of  the 
public  printeis.  There  was  a  sentlenmn  named  Raymond  and  some  others  who  hs»d  a 
coutiulliug  interest  in  the  public  printing  office.  They  chaigfd  an  excessive  price  tor 
printing  some  public  documents;  among  other  things,  $1{7,(XK)  for  printing  a  pamphlet 
or'  about  tive  hundred  pages,  containing  a  list  of  delinquent  tax  lauds.  A  great  deal 
of  complaint  was  made  about  it.  A  great  many  of  the  leading  republicans,  northern 
men  as  well  as  southern,  went  to  the  governor  and  told  him  that  the  matter  was  an 
outrage  which  ought  not  to  be  submitted  to.  The  governor  removed  those  printers 
and  appointed  other  men.  Thero  was  a  g<K>d  deal  of  tronble  about  it  at  the  time,  aud 
a  good  deikl  was  said  pro  and  con  in  the  papers.  But  Judge  Tarbell  aud  others  have 
told  me  that  the  whole  party  has  become  perfectly  agreed  that  those  men  were  trying 
to  plunder  outrageously,  and  that  the  governor  had  done  right  in  removing  them.  *  He 
appointed  as  the  public  printers  Alcoiii  aud  Fisher;  Alcorn  being  a  nephew  of  his,  aud 
Fisher  a  northern  republican. 

Qiieslion,  They  compromised  the  matter,  did  they  ? 

AMicer.  1  do  not  think  there  was  much  compromise  about  it.  The  whole  party  stood 
right  out  against  the  corruption  and  would  not  submit  to  it. 

QiteatioH.  Your  information  in  regard  to  Ku-Klux  seems  to  be  mnch  more  extensive 
than  that  of  Mr.  Baskervill,  even  as  to  his  own  county.     How  do  yon  account  for  that  f 

Answer.  I  account  foi  it  from  the  fact  that  I  know  a  groat  many  people  there.  I 
know  a  large  number  of  republicans  and  a  good  many  of  the  people  on  whom  these 
outrages  have  been  committed.  They  have  talked  to  me  about  the  matter  pretty 
freely.  Occupying  the  position  I  do,  as  mayor  of  Columbus,  they  tell  me  of  these 
things  pretty  generally.  Besides  that,  I  think  there  are  a  great  many  people  in  our 
country  who  do  not  want  to  know  anything  more  about  these  things  than  they  can 
help. 

Question,  And  another  claas  want  to  know  a  great  deal  more  than  they  do  know  ? 

Aiistter,  I  think  there  may  be  some  of  that  class  who  would  like  to  make  the  thing 
as  large  as  possible ;  but  I  do  not  belong  to  that  crowd. 

By  Mr.  Buckley 

Question.  You  say  that  Mr.  Baskervill  has  been  absent  a  great  deal.  ? 

Attvtcer.  Yes,  sir  j  he  has  been  absent  a  good  deal,  travehng  in  connection  with  the 
insurance  business.  I  think  that  accouuts  for  his  want  of  information  in-  reference  t-o 
some  matters. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Q'testion.  Do  you  recollect  anything  about  a  riot  in  Macon  on  the  part  of  the  negroes  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir;  I  haVe  heard  of  no  riot;  I  have  heard  of  some  little  disturbances, 
but  nothing  assuming  the  shape  of  a  riot— nothing  further  than  what  we  would  call 
disturbances  of  the  peace  in  any  of  our  towus. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 

Qae^iion.  You  feel  that  your  government  in  Mississippi  is  quite  free  from  corruption  ? 

Anincer.  Yes,  sir,  I  do.  1  think  that  the  general  character  of  the  legislation  of  our 
State  has  been  as  good,  all  circumstances  considered,  as  that  of  any  State  m  the  Union. 
And  we  have  a  very  good  state  of  affairs  there.  There  are  a  great  many  peojile  through 
the  country  who  are  much  opposed  to  northern  men,  or  what  are  usually  termed 
*'  carpet  baggers ; "  but  the  feeling  generally,  1  believe,  is  better 

Question.  1  have  reference  to  the  State  government.  • 

Answer.  The  State  government,  I  think,  is  in  almost  all  respects  unexceptionable. 

Question.  You  hear  no  particular  complaint  of  the  judiciary  of  your  State  ? 

Answer.  JSo,  sir.    As  I  stated  a  while  ago,  our  judiciary  is  exceedingly  able. 

Qu4'stion.  And  for  these  two  rejisons,  if  lor  no  others,  you  feel  there  is  no  occasion,  or 
justitication,  or  palliation  for  these  Ku-Klux  outrages! 

Anincer.  None  whatever;  and  I  have  never  yet  heard  any  charge,  or  pretended 
charge,  alleged  as  a  ground  for  outrages  of  any  kind,  that  could  not  have  been  reached 
through  the  civil  tribunals,  except  the  Ku-Klux  outrages  themselves;  and  these,  as  I 
have  stated,  it  is  impossible  to  reach  through  the  ordinary  course  of  legal  proceedings, 
because  witnesses  are  afraid  to  swear  to  what  they  know. 

By  the  Chairman,  (Mr.  Pool:) 

Question,  Would  the  victims  of  these  outrages  be  likely  to  go  to  a  man  entertaining 
such  views  as  those  of  Mr.  Baskervill  f 

Answer.  I  do  not  think  they  would. 

Question.  Mr.  Baskervill,  I  think,  said  he  thought  that  those  counties  of  which  you 
have  si>oken  were  about  as  ({uiet  as  any  counties  in  the  New  England  States,  and  that 
tliere  was  about  as  much  law  aud  order  there. 

Answei'.  Well,  sir,  1  do  not  believe  any  such  thing. 
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Quciifion.  Are  thofie  conntiefi  as  quiet.  Taw-abiding,  and  orderly  as  they  were  before 
tbrKc  Ku-Kliix  coniiiienced  their  oi>eratious  f 

AnMtrcr.  No,  sir;  they  are  not. 

QucMtiou,  Do  the  citizenH  feel  as  much  security  in  the  protection  of  the  law  as  tber 
felt  before  those  opc*rationH  commenced  f 

AttHicer.  I  do  not  think  thoy  do.  So  far  as  regards  general  offenses  and  crimes,  th^-n- 
are  larcenies  and  minor  offenses  to  a  considerable  ext^sut  among  the  blacks  in  tmr 
country  ;  but  they  are  rigidly  punishe<L  The  criminal  laws  are  enforced  with  exr<^- 
ing  rigor  in  our  part  of  the  country ;  so  that  if  a  black  man  steals  a  pig  or  romm.t- 
any  other  offense,  it  is  the  c^asiest  thing  in  the  world  to  get  the  proof,  bring  him  beiotr 
a  civil  tribunal,  and  have  the  penalty  of  the  law  inflict<Ml  npon  him. 

Question.  Are  the  school  taxes  levied  by  the  same  men  who  levy  all  the  other  tax<^' 

JriMwer,  Yes,  sir. 

Quention.  The  school  commissioners  make  the  assessments  f 

AnJiwer,  The  school  directors  make  the  estimates,  and  the  board  of  supervisors  makf 
the  levy. 

QutHlion.  Conld  the  board  of  supervisors  cnt  down  the  estimates,  and,  if  they  cboM>. 
levy  the  tax  for  less  than  the  amount  of  the  estimates? 

An  steer.  That,  I  suppose,  would  have  to  be  a  matter  of  consultation  between  tb^ 
board  of  supervisors  and  the  board  of  school  directors.  And  that  was  done  in  cm: 
county  and  several  other  counties,  becanse  the  estimates  in  Lowndes  County  Wf-rr 
at  first  made  for  $(i5,0()0,  on  the  basis  of  schools  for  eight  months.  That  estimate  vi> 
afterward  re<luced  by  common  consent  to  $21,000. 

Question.  Has  there  been  any  complaint  in  regard  to  Governor  Alcorn's  exerciM"  of 
the  pardoning  power  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir.  In  fact  I  cannot  call  to  mind  a  single  panlon  that  he  baa  granT<>«i. 
I  do  not  believe  that  he  has  granted  any  ;  if  he  has,  the  number  does  not  exceed  two 
or  three. 

Que«tion.  The  pretext  given  for  these  outrages  in  some  States  is  that  the  pardonib:; 
power  has  been  exercised  too  freely.    That  is  not  the  case  in  Mississippi  T 

Anmrer,  That  is  not  the  case  in  Mississippi.  There  have  been  fewer  pardons  un-ir: 
Goveruer  Alcorn's  administration  than  I  remember  to  have  been  granted  undrr  aur 
former  administration. 

Question.  The  pretext  given  for  these  outrages  in  some  other  localities  in  that  tte 
judiciary  is  partial,  corrupt,  and  incompetent.    Is  that  so  in  Mississippi  f 

Anfnrer.  No,  sir;  it  is  not. 

Question.  The  pretext  given  in  other  localities  is  that  there  were  bumingit  of  barn* 
nnd  other  buildings  by  the  colored-  people.  Has  there  been  anything  of  that  sort  id 
Mississippi  ? 

Ansiver.  No,  sir;  nothing  of  the  kind. 

Questio.i.  Another  pretext  Avhich  has  b«*n  given  is  that  there  have  been  rape^  bv 
colored  men  upon  white  women.    Have  you  heard  anything  of  that  sort  in  Mississipp. ' 

Answer.  No,  sir.  I  diil  hear  of  one  instance  of  that  kind  over  in  Alabama — a  venr 
aggravated  case ;  but  I  never  heard  of  anything  of  the  kind  in  MississippL 

Question.  -Another  pretext  which  hiis  been  given  in  some  localities  is  that  the  UnioQ 
Leagues  have  been  openiting  in  snch  a  manner  as  was  not  exactly  pleasant  or  pi-opr 
Have  you  had  any  Union  Leagnes  in  those  counties  of  Mississippi  to  which  yon  li^*- 
referre<l  f 

Answer.  I  have  never  heard  of  the  existence  there  of  anything  called  a  Union  League. 
We  had  the  * 'Alcorn  clubs." 

Question.  I  am  now  inquiring  as  to  the  National  Union  League. 

Answer.  There  has  never  been  anything  done  by  any  organization  of  that  kind  to 
excite  hostility. 

Question.  Another  pretext  which  has  been  given  in  certain  localities  is  that  tb«» 
colored  men  have  been  in  the  habit  of  mustering  with  arms  in  their  hands. 

Answer.  There  is  nothing  of  that  kind  in  MissiHsippi.  The  militia  there  is  just  beins 
enrolled.  There  have  biMsn  some  militia  organizations,  both  black  and  whUe,  munten'^l 
in  ;  but  they  have  not  any  guns.  The  governor  h:is  but  few  arms,  and  he  will  not  V: 
them  have  them. 

Question.  Another  reason  given  for  the  organization  of  the  Kn-Klnx  in  some  local  it  i«»* 
is  that  the  militia  laws  were  such  that  the  governor  had  power  to  call  oat  Ufgio 
militia  and  not  to  call  out  white  men. 

Answer.  That  is  not  so  in  Mississippi,  because  thoy  are  all  enrolled.  Two  militia 
companies  have  been  organized  in  the  city  of  Columbus  and  mustered  into  the  service 
of  the  State;  one  company  is  composed  of  white  people,  and  the  other  of  blacks. 

Qucftum.  So  that  none  of  these  thin^  Avirich  have  been  made  the  pretext  elsewhere 
for  Kn-Klnx  operations  exist  in  Mississippi  f 

Answer.  No,  sir;  not  one  of  them. 

Quejttion.  The  pretext  given  in  Mississippi  is  that  you  have  too  many  schools,  and 
im^ioHe  too  much  tax  for  their  support  f 
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Anncer.  Yos,  sir ;  that  is  the  pretenso ;  but  the  real  feeling;  is  opposition  to  pablio 
schools.  The  fact  is,  the  democrats  want  to  ^et  control  of  the  State ;  that  is  just ''  the 
milk  in  the  cocoa-uuf  I  know  that  last  fall,  after  the  election  in  Alabama,  it  was  a 
corainon  saying  all  through  our  country,  **  We  must  carry  Mississippi  just  like  Alabama 
has  been  carried ; "  and  all  of  us  understood  how  Alabama  was  carried. 
By  Mr.  Buckley: 

Qneation.  What  was  the  understanding  in  regard  to  that  t 

Anmcer.  The  understanding  was  of  course  that  it  was  carried  by  the  Ku-Klux.  Somo 
of  the  counties  in  which  the  republicans  had  the  largest  majorities  were  carried  by  the 
democrats. 

By  the  CnAiRMAX,  (Mr.  Pool  :) 

Question.  You  say  that  in  Mississippi  the  effect  of  this  organization  is,  as  it  has  been 
testified  to  be  in  other  States,  to  intimidate  the  colored  people  and  put  them  in  a  con- 
dition of  alarm  and  terror  f 

Jnmcer.  Yes,  sir*;  I  do  say  that  such  is  the  effect  there. 

Question.  And  you  believe  that  the  effect  will  be  to  deter  the  colored  people  from 
voting  the  republican  ticket  in  elections  f 

Amnter.  Yes,  sir;  I  believe  that  if  about  the  time  an  election  was  coming  on  in 
Mississippi  there  wert^  a  few  Kn-Klux  raids  it  would  so  terrify  the  colored  people  that 
you  could  scarcely  get  one  of  them  out  to  vote.  I  know  this  tobo  so,  because  1  have  seen 
it  tried  partially. 

Question.  Is  it  likely  that  men  would  engage  in  such  crimes,  having  in  view  a  politi- 
cal object,  without  giving  some  prete&t  or  other,  outside  of  the  political  bearing  of 
their  operations  ? 

Answer.  I  suppose  that  of  course  they  would  not  hold  up  to  public  view  the  prime 
object,  because  that  would  be  at  once  recogniziMl  as  a  subversion  of  the  principles  of  our 
Government,  and  would  not  be  tolerated  ;  it  would  weaken  them  in  their  own  country. 
Hence  they  are  compelled  to  assign  some  other  pretext. 

Question.  The  pretext  assigned  in  Mississippi  is  that  there  are  too  many  public  schools, 
and  that  too  much  tax  is  imi>osed  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir  ;  and  that  in  many  instances  men  (;pmmit  crimes  which  cannot  be 
reached  by  law,  which  I  say  is  not  the  fact. 


[So©  page  422.] 
circular. 
Office  County  Superixtendent  Public  Education, 

County  of  Lownden,  State  of  Mississippi^  June  7,  1871. 
To  the  people  of  Lowndes  County: 

I  submit  the  following,  in  accordance  with  a  resolution  adopted  by  the  board  of 
school  directors : 

Resolved^  That  the  county  superintendent  be  requested  to  prepare  a  circular  to  the 
people  of  Lowndes  County,  containing  information  and  statistics  in  regard  to  the 
school  laws,  the  administration  of  this  board,  and  all  other  matters  which  he  may  deem 
of  importance  connected  with  the  schools  of  this  county. 

In  accordance  with  section  23  of  the  school  laws,  the  following  gentlemen  wore 
appointed  school  directors  by  the  board  of  supervisors :  Samuel  C.  Johnson,  John  M. 
Symons,  M.  B.  Smith,  H.  B.  Whitfield,  James  M.  Collins,  E.  C.  Egglest'On. 

This  board  was  organized  on  November  2,  1870.  The  directors  were  duly  qualified 
by  taking  the  oath  of  ofiice. 

It  will  be  understood  that  this  board  was  selected  for  the  district  embraced  in  the 
county  outside  of  the  corporate  limits  of  Columbus,  t<ie  city  having  more  than  five  thou- 
sand inhabitants,  constituting  a  separate  district,  and  having  its  own  board. 

The  powers  and  duties  of  the  board  of  school  directors  are  prescribed  in  section  28  of 
the  school  laws,  part  of  which  are  as  follows : 

Ist.  To  make  such  needful  rules,  by-laws,  and  regulations  as  they  may  deem  neces- 
sary to  aid  in  performing  the  duties  of  their  offices,  as  well  as  to  carry  out  the  require- 
ments of  this  act,  not  inconsistent  with  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  or  of  the 
constitution  and  laws  of  the  State  of  Mississippi. 

2d.  They  shall  divide  the  school  districts  into  sub-school  districts  for  the  accommo- 
dation of  the  children  of  school  age,  and  may  alter  and  chauge  the  same  to  suit  the 
convenience  of  the  people.  But  no  sub-school  district  shall  contain  less  than  twenty- 
five  scholars.    They  shall  designate  the  sub-school  districts  by  numbers  1,  2,  3,  &c. 

3<1.  The  procuring  of  grounds,  and  the  procuring  or  constructing  of  suitable  build- 
ings for  at  once  opening  schools. 

4th.  The  hirinfi  of  teachers^  and  such  other  duties  as  are  necessary  and  requisite  to  put 
the  schools  into  immediate  operation. 

5th.  They  may  establish  union  or  graded  schools  wherever  they  may  deem  it 
necessary. 
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A]80  section  1  of  the  supplemental  act  gives  additional  authority,  as  follows : 

"  Be  it  enacted  by  the  legislature  of  tlie  State  of  Mississippiy  Tbat  the  board  of  school  <li- 
rectors  provided  for  by  section  23  of  said  act  shall  succe^jd  to  all  powers,  rights.  x.A 
privileges  not  annulled  by  said  act,  heretofore  vested,  both  at  law  and  e<]uity,  in  tlK* 
several  boards  of  trustees  of  schools  and  school  lands  withiu  their  respective  di^rrictv 
so  fur  as  such  powers,  rights,  and  privileges  relate  to  the  collection,  settlement,  at  li 
adjustment  of  all  claims  whatsoever,  due  from  or  to  the  said  several  boards  of  triutco/ 

In  accordance  with  article  1,  section  28,  the  board  tulopted  such  rules,  by-Livx 
and  regulations  as  were  necessary  to  aid  them  in  |)erformiug  their  duties. 

The  supplemental  act  of  the  school  laws  made  it  the  duty  of  the  board  of  srlioit] 
directors  to  call  at  once  upon  former  school  trustees,  treasurers,  attorneys,  &c.,  for  aW 
hooks,  deeds,  notes,  moneys,  &c.,  in  their  posses&ion.  In  accordance  with  thi* 
authority  notice  was  given  to  all  parties  directly  responsible  for  the  school  fauda  of 
the  county. 

Reports  were  made  from  ten  whole  and  fractional  townships. 

The  original  land  maps  and  records  show  that  there  were  sixteen  whole  sections  aori 
three  fractional  parts  of  sections  reserved  especially  for  school  purposes  in  Lowuiit? 
County — thus  showing  that  there  are  more  than  six  whole  sections  of  land,  be8i(Ic> 
fractional  parts  of  sections,  unaccounted  for  under  the  old  system.  What  has  heenat- 
of  the  records  of  these  lands  t  Who  now  hold  them,  by  what  title,  dus.,  form  a  subjttt 
of  interesting  inquiry,  and  will  develop  some  strange  management. 

Of  the  townships  reported,  uot^s  and  papers  turned  over,  the  following  is  a  con- 
densed statement : 

T.  16,  R.  17,  W«  (Caledonia.)    Amonnt  of  notes |2,011  3S 

T.  16,  R.  18,  W^.  (Due  north  of  Columbus,  toward  the  Buttahatchie. )  Amount 

of  notes '. 1, 689  76 

T.  17,  R.  18,  W.  (Hopewell.)    Amount  of  notes 2,255  l^> 

T.  18,  R.  17,  W.  (New  Hope.)    Amount  of  notes ZM^  :^ 

T.19,R.  17,  W.  (Zion.)    Amount  of  notes 3,6:<5N 

T.  19,  R.  18,  W.  (Beckwith's.)    Amount  of  notes 1,94:^  h; 

T.  17,  R.  16,  K.  (Crawfordville.)    Amount  of  notes 2. 934  -'J 

T.  17,  R.  17,  E.  (Between   Crawfordville  &  Trinity  Church.)    Amount  of 

notes 1 ,  525  ?t» 

T.  18,  R.  16,  E.  (Artesia.)    Amount  of  notes S,'M  ^ 

r.  18,  R.  17,  E.  (CobVs  Switch.)     Reported,    but    no  notes   tnmed   over. 

Amount  of  money  in  hands  of  former  president  of  board  of  trustees,  for 

which  suit  has  been  brought 2,  Xtt  i**? 

T.  19,  R,  17,  E.  (Concord  and  ProwelPs.)  Amount  of  notes 9,  CvV)  J' 

There  were  also  turned  over  from  T.  17,  R.  16,  E.,  in  confederate  money A,i'i*^  H' 

I''rom  T.  17,  R.  17,  E.,  in  confederate  money f,  UK>  n' 

Turned  over  with  books,  T.  18,  R.  17,  E.,  in  confederate  money 442  .''J 

Total  amont  of  school  funds  paid  in  confederate  money,  to  fonner  trustees,  in 

18G4and  1865 13, 64-2  :o 

Of  the  amount  of  notes  received  from  the  various  townships,  only  twelve  or  tiftwn 
thousand  dollara  can  he  considered  solvent ;  the  balance  is  very  doubtfnl  or  nttArly 
worthless,  the  makers  of  the  notes  beino^  dead,  removed  from  the  county,  or  banknipt. 

The  Chickasaw  school  fund  is  appropriated  exclusively  to  that  portion  of  the  cmir.:v 
north  of  Tibbee  Creek,  and  west  of  the  Tombigbee  River.  The  interest  is  paid  by  tb<* 
State  semi-annually,  amounting  to  $298  each  payment. 

The  board  of  police  during  the  war  used  this  fund  for  various  purposes,  $:},077  94. 
In  1869  the  board  of  supervisors  used  $694  of  this  fund.  No  part  of  the  same  having 
been  paid,  suit  has  been  brought  for  its  recovery. 

In  former  years  there  was  a  common  school-fund  derivotl  from  fines  and  forfcituni«. 
sales  of  estrays,  &c.  During  the  war  the  board  of  police  used  this  fund,  §l,r>'i5  Tl 
There  was  a  balance  in  hands  of  county  treasurer  November  7,  1864,  as  perreijori.oi 
1^3,774  15.    There  is  no  showing  on  the  records  as  to  how  this  sum  was  disposed  of. 

The  sum  due  this  fund  from  ihe  county,  not  having  been  paid,  suit  has  been  inMi- 
tuted  for  its  recovery. 

The  board  of  school  directors,  in  accordance  with  law,  authorized  the  county  ^w^' 
intendent,  with  the  assistance  of  legal  counsel,  to  collect  the  above  funds,  in  oidei  tliai 
they  might  be  safely  invested  as  required  by  the  constitution  and  laws. 

To  this  date,  there  hjis  been  received  at  this  office |5, 9^  '-• 

Which  has  been  disposed  of  as  follows : 

Turned  over  to  county  treasurer,  vouchers  on  file 4, 64"  ■>' 

Commission  retained  by  attorney  for  collecting  vouchers  on  file 14-  •*' 

Paid  by  order  of  the  board  of  school  directors  and  at  their  own  responsi- 
bility, for  school-house  purposes,  vouchers  on  tile 1.  ^*^'  '*' 

Total '. 5.9»Jj^> 
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The  snm  of  twelve  hundred  doUara  was  borrowed  by  the  board,  the  same  i-o  be  re- 
funded. 

lu  accordaDce  with  the  recxairements  of  article  2  of  section  28  of  the  school  law,  tbe 
board  subdivided  the  district  or  county  of  Lowndes  into  fourteen  Bub-«chool  districts, 
according  to  convenience  for  school  purposes. 

Each  school  director  from  the  several  supervisors'  beats  ascertained  the  number  of 
educable  children  in  each  sub-school  district,  also  ascertained  as  nearly  as  possible  - 
what  school  facilities  were  necessary  for  the  accommodation  of  the  children  of  school 

There  were  many  obstacles  in  the  way  of  putting  the  schools  into  operation,  caused 
for  the  want  of  suitable  school-houses,  and  other  necessary  school  facilities. 

The  labors  of  the  school  directors  show  the  following  i-esnlts,  from  the  date  of  their 
organization,  November  2,  1870,  to  this  date,  and  for  the  balance  of  the  year  1871. 

The  number  of  educable  children  in  each  sub-district  between  the  ages  of  five  and 
twenty-one  years  is,  in 


Sub-district,  No.  1 . 

"  2. 

"  3. 

«  4. 

"  5. 

6. 

7. 

8. 

9. 

"  10. 

"  11. 

12. 

"  13. 

14. 


"White. 

Colored. 

70 

11 

2:^6 

205 

118 

219 

32 

42U 

193 

267 

111 

390 

47 

122 

116 

483 

48 

521 

35 

194 

88 

510 

57 

489 

413 

1,502 

339 

775 

Total 1,902         6,108 

This  enumeration  was  made  by  the  school  directors  with  great  care  and  at  some 
expense,  knowiug  that  upon  this  would  be  distributed  our  pro  rata  share  of  ttie  State 
school  fund. 

Each  schiK)!  director  used  much  effort  to  get  the  people  in  each  sub-district  to  fur- 
nish srbool-honses  without  charge.  Several  houses  were  obtained,  but  not  enough  to 
m«'et  the  expt^ctations  of  the  board. 

To  this  date  there  has  been  needed  forty-six  houses  for  school  pu  rposes.  Of  this 
number  twenty-six  have  been  furnished  free,  fourteen  have  been  rented  or  repaired  at 
the  expense  of  the  county,  and  six  have  been  erected  or  purchased. 

The  following  statemeut  will  show  the  moneys  contracted  by  the  board  for  school- 
house  purposes : 

Amount  for  erection  and  purchase  of  buildings  for  white  schools $7, 408 

Amount  for  rent  or  repairs  of  buildi  ngs  for  whit«  schools 563 

Amouut  for  erection  and  purchase  of  buildings  for  colored  schools 1, 040 

Amount  for  rent  of  buildings  for  colored  schools 226 

Total 9,237 


Acting  u]>on  the  petitions  of  different  citizens,  and  by  their  repeated  personal  requests, 
the  board  purchased  three  school-buildings  of  a  high  order,  payments  to  be  made  this 
year,  ^,60(1. 

In  regard  to  school  furniture,  about  which  much  has  been  said,  it  should  be  under- 
stood that  no  furniture  was  purchased  except  for  first-class  white  schools. 

It  was  necessary  to  purchase  seats,  dt^sks,  &c.,  for  these  schools,  and  the  board,  after 
investigation,  found  it  cheaper  to  purchase  furniture  that  would  bo  permanent  than  to 
hnv(>  them  made  of  an  inferior  quality.  The  following  is  a  true  statement  of  the  cost 
of  these  articles : 

Furniture  for  white  schools $1, 678  70 

Furniture  for  coIohkI  schools none. 

Maps,  reading  charts,  geographical  charts,  globes,  blackboards,  &.o.,  fur- 
nished white  schools 805  90 

Maps,  reading  charts,  blackboards,  &.c.,  furnished  colored  schools 300  00 

Total  for  furniture,  maps,  &c 2, 784  (JO 
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To  the  colored  Bchools  have  been  famished  ABC  charts,  simple  geographical  map4, 
and  cheap  blackboards.  ' 

The  Ixj.-ird  cmp1oyt.*<l  the  l^est  teachers  that  could  be  secnred  in  the  connty.  making 
sp<?cial  etlort.H  to  obtain  thofie  who  had  previously  taught  in  the  county;  ixifact.  the 
ljN[)ard  required  teachers  making  applications  to  present  |K'titions  from  the  |>eoi»le  irLt-re 
they  desired  to  teach. 

N«'ar]y  all  the  teachers  are  old  citizens,  and  many  of  them  natives  of  th'.»  counfr. 
Repeated  efforts  were  made  to  induce  reAidents  to  teach  the  colored  scbo«>Is,  which 
pnived  siicccsst'ul  in  many  instances.    A  few  only  have  Ix'en  employetl  from  a  diKtaucr. 

The  total  nnml>er  of  tea<.'hers  in  the  county)  5();  white  47,  colored  9.  Number  in 
white  schools,  :U ;  colored,  25. 

Ap*;Te*^ate  of  salaries  contracted  for  tear-hcrs  in  wh'te  schools $14.  \i*) 

A;:^re<rate  of  Kilaries  contracte<l  for  teachers  in  colored  schools 6,  l»^> 

NumlK'r  of  schools  yet  to  open  in  acconlance  with  the  scho<d  laws,  to  enable 

the  connty  to  receive  the  pro  rata  share  of  the  State  school  fund,  about  7. 
Probable  salary  for  teachers  of  these  seven  schools 1,1*10 

Total 21, no 


Tlie  highest  salary  paid  was  8130  per  month  for  a  few  teachers  in  the  first-class 
Bchmils ;  the  lowest  paid  was  $25  per  month. 

Average  salary  of  teachers  per  month,  $72. 

The  merits  of  our  exi>erienced  teachers,  the  short  term  of  the  schools,  and  the  uncer- 
tainty of  their  receiving  full  pay,  induced  the  teachers  to  ask  and  the  board  to  agree 
to  higher  Hsilaries  than  they  wouhl  have  done  under  other  circumstances. 

Since  February  1  teachers  have  been  employed  at  much  lower  salaries  than  when  the 
system  was  first  established. 

*  The  board  takes  pride  in  saying  that  the  teachers  of  the  connty.  taken  as  a  Iwdy, 
cannot  be  excelled  in  any  portion  of  the  country  for  intelligence,  high  character,  aod 
capacity  to  teach. 

There  have  U'en  in  attendance  to  the  public  scbofds  of  the  county,  outside  of  tb« 
coryiorate  limits  of  Columbus,  during  tiie  present  term,  2,572  children;*  white,  9tfe<;  col- 
ored, l.(>r)4.     In  many  white  schools  the  higher  branches  have  been  taught. 

It  will  \k*  readily  undcfrstood  that  most  of  the  colored  pupils  are  in  the  primary  stud- 
ies, and  for  that  reason  a  much  larger  number  can  l>e  instructcMl  by  fewer  teachers. 

It  is  ctvident  that  the  ex]»ense  of  maintaining  the  school'*  for  this  year  will  lie  greater 
than  in  time  to  come,  by  reas<m  of  purchase  oi  erection  of  houses,  desks,  maps,  and  the 
like.  The  1)oard  of  directors,  in  order  to  ascertain  the  probable  amount  necessar>'  to 
sustain  the  s<-hools  in  the  county  tor  the  year,  made  an  approximate  estimate  of  ex- 
p«»nws  for  each  sulwlistrict,  up<m  a  basis  of  schools  for  eight  months.  But  it  was  matle 
in  such  a  way  as  that  the  funds  derived  from  other  sources  than  by  tax  con  Id  be  d&- 
dnct<'d,  and  the  time  shortened.  After  reflection  and  investigation,  it  was  decided  to 
continue  the  sch<K)ls  for  only  five  months,  and  to  ask  the  board  of  supervisors,  in  ac- 
ci>rdauce  with  article  31  of  the  school  law,  to  levy  a  tax  of  $21,000  by  sul>-«Iistricts. 
Tiie  lK)anl  of  snpc>rvisors  employe<l  a  competent  gentleman  to  submit  an  estimate  of 
the  taxable  proi)erty  in  each  sub-4listrict. 

This  ehtimatc  was  made  from  the  tax  books,  and  was  accurate  as  to  real  estate,  and 
approximated  to  personal  projK'rty. 

The  tax  leviwl  by  the  board  varied  for  the  different  localities,  but  making  all  allow- 
niici-s  for  valnutious  as  al>ovc  stated,  it  was  im]»ossible,  in  any  contingency,  for  more 
t-  an  three  or  four  thousand  dollars  over  the  $21,(K;0  to  have  been  raised  by  tax. 

Having  made  the  figures  accurately  over  and  over  again,  there  can  be  no  mistake  in 
this  statement.  As  comparetl  with  the  railroad  tax  of  $17,500  for  this  year,  which  is  of 
doul)tful  legality,  the  pauper  tax  of  al>out  $11,000,  to  supiMiit  the  few  invalids  in  tho 
})oor-hons<;  and  thnmgh  the  connty,  and  the  tax  for  county  purposes,  this  school  tax 
cannot  be  justly  considered  bnrdensome,  particularly  when  it  is  considered  that  there 
have  bt'cu  no  private  schrwls  in  the  county  outside  of  West  Point,  and  that  this  tax 
wonld  have  Nteu  paying  the  tuition  of  the  children. 

The  following  is  a  summary  of  amounts  required  for  school  purposes : 

For  school -houses $9,237  00 

lM»r  teachers'  fund 21,510  <iO 

For  scliMd  furniture 2,7cf4  (iO 

Incidental  ex|>enses,  embracing  stoves  and  fuel  for  the  county  schools,  print- 
ing and  blank  books  for  the  clerk's  ofiice  and  this  office,  freights,  rent  of 

ottice,  &c 2.00OO0 

Amount  estimated  by  the  board  necessary  to  carry  out  the  requirements  of 

section  31  of  the  school  laws,  about 5,000  ()0 

Total 40.531  GO 
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Ad  a  part  of  this  amount  is  to  be  raiHcnl  otherwise  than  by  tax,  particular  attention 
is  called  to  the  sources  from  which  the  sdiool  funds  of  the  oouuty  ai*e  derived. 
Article  tij  section  6,  of  the  constitution  is  as  follows : 

"  There  shall  be  established  a  commou-school  fund,  which  shall  consist  of  the  pro- 
ceeds of  the  lands  now  belonging  to  tbe  State,  heretofore  granted  by  tht^  United  States, 
and  of  the  lands  known  as  swamp  lauds,  except  the  lands  lying  and  situated  on  Pearl 
Kiver,  in  the  counties  of  Hancock,  Marion,  Lawrence,  Simpson,  and  Copiah,  and  of  all 
lands  now  or  hereafter  vested  in  the  State  by  escheat  or  purchase,  or  forfeitures  for 
taxes,  and  the  clear  proceeds  of  all  tines  collected  in  the  several  counties  for  any  bn?ac}i 
of  the  penal  laws,  and  all  moneys  received  for  licenses  granted  under  the  general  laws 
of  the  State  for  the  sale  of  intoxicating  liquor  or  keepiug  of  dram-shops;  all  moneys 
))aid  as  an  equivalent  for  persons  exemiit  from  military  duty,  and  the  funds  arising 
from  the  cuusolidatiug  of  the  congressional  township  funds,  and  the  lands  belonging 
thereto,  together  with  all  moneys  donated  to  the  8tf  "^j  for  school  purposes,  which  funds 
shall  be  si^curely  invested  in  United  States  bonds,  ai-d  remain  a  perpetual  fund,  which 
may  be  increased,  but  not  diminished.  The  iuterost  shall  be  inviolably  appropriated 
for  the  support  of  free  schools." 

The  funds  to  be  derived  from  the  sources  here  mentioned  will  be  considerably  re- 
duced by  the  action  of  the  last  legislature  in  permitting  the  Mobile  and  Northwestern 
Bailroad  Company  to  purchase  all  the  lands  now  belonging  to  tbe  State  heretofore 
granted  by  the  United  States,  jind  all  ^*  swamp  lauds"  within  forty  miles  on  each  side 
of  said  railroad,  at  the  nominal  sum  of  two  cents  per  acre.  The  first  item  of  lands 
owned  by  the  State  is  estimated  by  the  friends  of  the  railroad  at  nearly  a  million  of 
acres,  and  the  most  valuable  of  the  swamp  lands  lie  between  the  Yazoo  River  and  the 
terminus  of  the  railroad  opposite  Helena,  on  the  Mississippi  River.  The  amount  de- 
rived from  lands,  forfeitures  for  taxes,  fines  and  forfeitures  for  violations  of  the  penal 
laws,  and  licenses  for  keepiug  dram-shc»p8  or  sale  of  intoxicating  liquors,  will  consti- 
tute the  largest  source  of  revenue  for  the  school  fund.  But  it  must  be  carefully  no- 
ticed that  the  principal  of  this  fund  is  required  to  be  iuvested  in  United  States  bonds, 
and  only  the  interest  can  be  used.  It  is  generally  agreed  that  In  the  present  strait- 
ened  and  embarrassed  condition  of  the  county,  it  is  bad  policy  to  attempt  to  provide 
a  larger  fund  for  nosterity,  when  the  present  use  of  the  entire  amount  will  afford  so 
great  relief;  and  the  board  made  special  effort,  through  proper  authority  at  Jackson, 
to  get  this  feature  of  the  constitution  changed  or  suspended ;  and  while  the  opinion 
was  indorsed  tliere  of  the  necessity  for  so  doing,  there  was  no  authority  to  reach  it. 

The  interest  derived  from  the  township  or  sixteenth  section  funds  will  not  be  much,  as 
the  larger  part  of  it  has  been  squandered  or  insolvent,  as  heretofore  shown. 

Article  8,  section  7,  of  the  constitution  provides  for  the  levy  of  a  poll-tax  not  to  esr 
cee4  $*2  per  head,  in  aid  of  the  school  fund.  Section  5  of  the  State  revenue  laws  pro- 
vides for  the  levy  and  collection  of  this  ])oll-tax,  and  also  that  all  moneys  arising  mm 
it,  as  well  as  the  tax  on  the  following  privileges,  shall  be  used  entirely  for  the  support 
of  common  schools,  to  wit:  on  physicians,  lawyers,  dentists,  and  veterinary  surgeons; 
dniggists.  distillers,  breweries,  rectifying  establishments,  billiard-tables,  ten-pin  alleys, 
livery  stables,  trading  boats,  conmiission  merchants,  licensed  auctioneers,  brokers  of 
every  dcAcription,  insnrance  companies,  banks,  insurance  and  gas-iigbt  companies,  and 
savings  institutions ;  express  companies,  ferries,  bridges,  and  turnpikes ;  transient  ven- 
dors, or  dealers  in  live  stock  or  merchandise,  licensed  inns,  taverns,  hotels,  and  restau- 
rants :  photograph  galleries,  circuses,  menageries  or  other  shows  or  exhibitions.  It 
must  l>e  distinctly  understood  that  theso  taxes  are  payable  In  State  warrants  or  State 
money,  which  must  be  converted  into  par  funds  at  market  rates,  when  used  in  pay- 
ment of  teachers  or  debts,  thus  greatly  reducing  the  amount. 

Also,  that  this  fund  is  distributed  pro  rata  to  each  county  according  to  the  number 
of  children  between  the  ages  of  five  and  twenty-one  years ;  and  that  the  public  schools 
must  be  maintained  at  least  four  months  in  order  to  draw  the  school  funds  from  the 
State. 

There  is  a  part  of  this  county  entitled  to  its  proportion  of  interest  on  the  Chicka- 
saw school  fund,  which  has  been  before  mentioned  in  detail. 

After  the  use  of  the  funds  derived  from  the  foregoing  sources,  any  deficit  in  main- 
taining the  schools  is  required  to  be  raised  by  tax,  authorized  by  the  constitution  and 
required  by  law,  as  follows  : 

Skc.  31.  lie  it  further  enacted,  That  the  board  of  school  directors  shall,  as  soon  as 
practicable,  prepare  and  submit  a  report  to  the  board  of  county  supervisors,  contain- 
ing an  estimate  of  the  cost  of  school  sites,  construction,  and  rental  of  such  number  of 
school  buildings  as  may  be  necessary  to  afford  school  facilities  for  each  and  every  snb- 
scbool  district  in  the  county  or  city  j  and  shall  also  make  an  estimate  of  the  necessary 
contingent  expenses,  such  as  repairs  upon  school-buildings,  improvement  of  school 
gi-onnds,  fuel,  necessary  school  apparatus,  and  any  detici4i  in  the  teachers'  fund  which 
may  arise.  They  shall,  in  like  manner,  thereafter  make  and  submit  a  report  annually 
on  or  before  the  lifteeuth  day  of  March. 
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Sec.  32.  Be  it  further  enacted,  That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  boanl  of  county  sufKf- 
visors  therenpou  to  levy  a  tax  upon  the  taxable  property  in  each  district  sufiicieut  to 
defray  snch  estimated  costs  and  expenses  for  said  district :  Proridedt  That  no  wore  tb.iK 
ten  mills  on  the  dollar  shall  be  levied  for  school-house  purposes,  or  five  mills  for  tt'iu-b- 
ers'  fund.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  president  of  the  board  of  county  su|)ervisors  to 
certify  the  number  of  mills  or  per  centum  upon  the  Stat«  tax  thus  levied  to  the  col- 
lector of  county  taxes.  The  said  collector  thereupon  shall  ent«r  upon  separate  as^'s.v 
ment  rolls,  and  submit  the  same  to  the  board  of  county  supervisors,  who  shall  exaoiiue, 
and,  if  correct,  approve  the  same.  The  tax  thus  levied  Huall  be  collected  in  the  same 
manner  as  other  county  taxes  are  by  law  collected,  and  shall  be  paid  to  the  coimty 
ti-easurer,  who  shall  keep  a  separate  account  with  each  district  in  the  county,  aud  shall 
credit  each  district  with  the  amount  thus  collected  aud  paid. 

In -accordance  with  section  31  the  board  of  school  directors  asked  the  board  of  super- 
visors to  levy  a  tax  of  $21,000  upon  the  taxable  properly  in  each  sub-district  to  pay  for 
the  cost  of  school  sites,  construction  and  rental  of  suitable  school  buildings,  for  cod* 
tingent  expenses,  and  the  deficit  in  the  teachers'  fund. 

The  board  will  have  funds  from  the  interest  on  sixteenth  sections  amonnting  to  aboat 
$2,500,  and  from  the  Chickasaw  school  fund  $2,879  04. 

The  amount  derived  from  the  sources  before  mentioned  or  the  State  school  fand 
cannot  now  even  be  approximately  stated.  Nor  can  it  be  stated  positively  when  it 
will  be  received  by  the  county  treasurer.  The  distribution  of  the  fund  should  hav« 
been  made  the  1st  of  June,  but  on  account  of  tlie  postponement  of  the  collection  of 
taxes  there  will  be  considerable  delay  in  the  payment. 

It  must  be  understood  when  this  fund  is  received  it  will  be  in  State  warnuits  or 
State  money,  which  will  be  at  a  discount. 

In  order  to  place  the  responsibility  where  it  properly  belongs,  the  fact«  most  he  dis- 
tinctly kept  \n  mind  that,  after  a  tax  of  $21,000  was  legally  levied  by  the  trnmi  of 
supervisors,  and  the  larger  part  of  it  coll«K;ted  by  the  sheriff,  all  the  delays  in  pay- 
ment of  teachers  and  others,  and  whatever  of  annoyance  may  have  been  felt,  was 
caused  by  the  action  of  the  board  of  supervisors  in  repealing  the  entire  school  t;ix, 
and  ordenng  the  shdtiff  to  refund  that  which  had  been  collect^. 

The  questions  of  legal  responsibility  for  such  action  on  the  part  of  all  concerned 
will  come  up  for  future  consideration,  especially  when  it  is  understood  thai  such  actioa 
was  in  undue  haste,  at  an  irregular  meeting,  without  any  notice  given  to  ^he  county 
superintendent,  the  board  of  school  directors,  or  the  public. 

In  regard  to  the  superintendent's  office,  a  suitable  room  could  noi  be  had  at  the 
court-house.  It  became,  therefore,  the  duty  of  the  board  to  rent  an  office,  which  was 
done  at  a  cost  of  $12  50  ]>er  month.  They  also  purchased  for  the  office  a  small  desk. 
«ix  common  chairs,  an  office  chair,  a  small  table,  a  cheap  carpet,  &c.,  amounting  i» 
the  aggregate  to  $80;  other  office  furniture,  books,  &c.,  are  private  ]>roperty. 

The  foregoing  tacts  are  submitted  for  candid  consideration,  and  if  viewed  witboat 
prejudice,  must  satisfy  every  one  that  this  system,  considering  the  character  of  t be 
teachers,  the  number  and  grade  of  the  schools,  the  number  of  children  instructed,  aud 
the  general  educational  facilities  afiorded,  is  the  cheapest  school  S3*stom  ever  inau- 
gurated in  this  section. 

By  a  careful  examination  of  all  arguments  offered  in  opposition  to  the  public-school 
system,  it  will  be  plainly  seen  that  they  have  their  origin  from  prejudice,  sellishne*. 
want  of  correct  information,  and  determined  opposition  to  the  education  of  the  vmsses 
of  the  poor  people,  no  matter  whether  they  are  white  or  black. 

The  main  lever  of  opposition  to  the  school  system  has  been  placed  upon  the  pnga- 
dice  of  being  taxed  to  (^chool  colored  children.  This  has  been  the  great  hobby.  XiCav- 
iug  out  of  view  the  questions  of  whether  it  is  better  to  have  a  laboring  jiopulation 
debased  by  ignorance  or  elevat<}d  and  rendered  more  efficient  by  intelligence,  look 
at  the  subject  in  the  light  of  absolute,  unyielding  facts.  Come  out  from  behiuid  tbw 
bug-bear  of  prejudice  and  stand  upon  the  platform  of  truth  and  justice. 

From  the  fjxcts  here  submitte<l,  which  cannot  be  successfully  controverted,  it  will 
be  clearly  seen  that  the  colored  schools  of  this  country,  from  their  less  expensive  char- 
acter as  to  teachers,  houses,  the  kind  of  instruction  required,  the  larger  number  of 
children  who  can  be  instructed  by  a  single  teacher,  and  the  large  number  of  this  cla^fl 
of  people  who  draw  their  pro  rata  of  the  poll  and  privilege  tax,  to  which  they  are  tbe 
largest  contributors  in  the  county  by  payment  of  patronage,  can  and  will  be  saj^ 
ported  without  one  dollar  of  direct  tax.  What,  then,  is  the  result  T  That,  whatever 
of  deficit  is  required  to  be  raised  by  tax  is  for  the  while  schools,  and  to  oppose  it  or 
the  school  syst43ni  is  to  oppose  the  education  of  white  children,  especially  the  children 
of  the  poor,  large  numbers  of  whom  would  not  have  seen  the  inside  of  a  school-boaso 
this  year,  or  ever,  but  for  this  school  system. 

In  mentioning  the  prejudice  and  opposition  to  the  public-school  system,  it  is  not  th« 
"ntention  of  the  board  of  school  directors  nor  the  county  superintendent  lo  render 
•  evil  for  evil "  or  **  railing  for  railing,"  or  to  convey  to  the  minds  of  any  thai  ibis 
prejudice,  &q.,  is  universal. 
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Many  of  the  best  citizens  of  the  county  asked  for  pnblic-school  privileges,  knowing 
that  tlie  tax  woald  be  levied  according  to  sub-districts,  and  they  would  be  obliged  to 
pay  their  proportion  of  the  cost. 

Having  bad  the  privileges  of  schools  and  the  faithful  services  of  the  teachers,  the 
masses  of  the  people  were  paying  their  school  tax  until  the  tax  was  repealed. 

The  question  then  arises,  where  did  this  opposition  commence,  and  by  whom  f  In 
the  masses  or  by  a  few  f 

After  full  consideration  of  the  facts  presented  and  the  benefits  derived,  let  the  peo- 
ple answer. 

Kespectfhlly, 

J.  N.  BISHOP, 
County  8u]/t  of  UdiMMtion  and  President  of  the  Board  of  iSokool  Directors. 


Wahhixgton,  D.  C,  August  4,  1871. 
GEORGE  B.  PICKETT  sworn  and  examined. 

The  Chairman,  (Mr.  Pooi.)  As  von  are  more  conversant,  Mr.  Buckley,  with  the 
nature  of  this  witnesses  testimony  than  I  am,  you  will  please  open  the  examination. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 

Question.  Do  you  belong  to  the  Army  of  the  United  States  f 

Anmter.  Yes,  sir.  I  am  at  present  stationed  at  Aberdeen,  Mississippi.  For  the  past 
two  months  I  have  been  stationed  at  Pontotoc,  Mississippi,  commanding  a  detachment 
of  the  Sixteenth  Infantry. 

Question,  How  long  have  yon  been  on  service  in  the  State  of  Mississippi  f 

Answer.  About  three  years  and  a  half.  I  went  there  in  1867,  but  since  that  time  I 
have  been  absent  from  there  about  one  year  in  Kentucky,  where  mv  company  was  sent. 

Question.  In  what  places  in  Mississippi  have  you  been  stationed  f 

Answer.  1  have  been  stationed  in  Grenada,  Carrollton,  Greensboro.  McNutt,  Jackson, 
Vioksburg.  Lauderdale,  Aberdeen,  and  Pontotoc ;  but  it  was  in  1867, 1868,  and  1869  that 
I  was  at  most  of  these  stations. 

Qttestion.  Which  were  your  most  recent  stations  t 

Anewer.  Aberdeen,  Pontotoc,  and  Vicksburg. 

Question.  The  object  of  this  investigation  is  to  inquire  into  the  condition  of  the  ]at« 
insurrectionary  States,  and  from  yon  more  particularly  as  to  the  State  of  Mississippi, 
with  respect  to  the  security  of  property  and  life.  I  will  state  that  in  giving  your  tes- 
timony you  are  not  confined  to  your  personal  knowledge,  but  you  may  give  any  infor- 
mation which  you  have  derived  from  sources  you  deem  reliable.  State  whether  dis- 
turbances, scourgings,  or  other  outrages  or  crimes  have  been  committed  within  that 
8t4ite,  either  within  your  own  knowledge  or  upon  information  on  which  you  rely. 

Answer.  The  last  election  in  Mississippi  was,  I  believe,  iii  1858 — the  election  when 
Alcorn  was  elected  governor.  About  two  months  previous  to  that  election  I  had  com- 
mand of  Sunflower  County ;  I  was  military  inspector.  The  county  was  a  very  large 
one ;  it  had,  I  believe,  fifteen  registrars.  The  slierifi'  came  to  me  one  day  and  wanted 
me  to  go  down  with  a  detachment  of  men  to  a  place  where  it  was  stated  one  of  our 
boxes  had  been  broken  up,  and  the  people  not  allowed  to  assemble.  I  did  not  believe 
the  report,  and  told  him  I  guessed  I  would  not  go ;  that  he  might  go  down  with  a 
deputy  sheritt*  and  see  what  the  trouble  Avas.  Ho  went  down,  and  was  captured  by  a 
mob  of  about  one  hundred  and  seventy-five  men,  at  a  place  called  Young's  Store  or 
Young's  Ferry,  on  the  Yazoo.  There  is  a  little  town  called  Greenwood  about  two  miles 
on  the  other  side.  They  put  him  there  in  a  drug  store,  kept  him  several  hours,  and 
then  released  him.  He  came  back  the  next  day,  about  5  o'clock,  and  told  me  what  was 
up.  I  had  only  one  horse  and  four  mules.  I  mounted  four  of  my  men  on  mnles,  took 
the  hoi-s<»  myself,  and  started  to  stop  this  trouble.  I  went  to  a  place  called  Boyd*s,  on 
the  Tallahatchee  River,  nine  miles  from  my  headquarters.  I  there  met  three  co)upanio8 
of  men,  one  from  Sunflower  County,  one  from  Tallahatchee,  and  one  from  Carroll. 
They  were  under  the  command  of  Dr.  Gibson,  who  was  acting  as  msgor.  The  men  were 
not  disguised  at  all.  They  saw  me  coming  down  the  lane,  which  Avas  about  four  miles 
long.  They  sent  out  eight  men  to  see  who  was  coming.  We  were  riding  very  fast. 
The  negroes  along  the  road  were  rushing  out  when  they  saw  us,  and  were  hallooing, 
'*  For  God's  sake,  hurry  on  !  They  are  killing  us  all !"  I  rode  on  without  paying  much 
attention  to  them.  When  I  got  pretty  close  to  Boyd's  these  men  rode  out  to  meet  me. 
I  halted  my  men,  and  told  them  all  to  load  their  pieces.  They  were  armed  with  bn»ech- 
loaders ;  I  had  two  navy  revolvers.  They  loaded  their  pieces,  and  I  started  on  at  full  gal- 
lop. 1  told  my  men  that  if  I  took  my  cap  and  motioned  it  they  were  to  halt ;  if  not  they 
were  to  fire  at  once,  and  we  would  clean  out  that  party  of  eight,  and  then  if  necessary 
retreat  to  McNutt.    I  motioned  my  cap,  and  they  halted.    One  of  the  men,  Jeff.  McEl- 
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more,  happened  to  bo  an  acqnaintance  of  mine ;  I  had  met  him  oneortwoyeareliefore. 
He  8J»id,  "  Pickettt  what  are  you  doing  here  f'  I  tol<l  him  I  was  statioiW  there  lo 
command  of  Sunflower  County,  and  had  come  there  to  see  what  the  trouble  was.  I 
said  to  hhn,  *^  What  in  the  devil  is  the  matter  with  yon  people  any  way  f  What  are 
yon  over  here  fort"  They  lived  across  the  Yazoo  River.  Said  he,  **  By  God,  these  nig- 
gers are  trying  to  nin  this  country,  and  we  are  going  to  stop  them*/*  **  O,*'  said  I. 
**  Jelf,  that  is  all  foolishness."  I  knew  his  father  and  all  his  folks,  and  felt  very  kiudiy 
toward  him.  Said  I,  '^  I  will  ride  down  and  see  these  other  men."  I  asked  him  who 
was  in  command.  He  said  Dr.  Gibson  was,  and  that  there  were  three  companit^^— 
one  hundred  and  fifty-four  men  altoge'ther.  I  went  down  there  and  met  Dr.  Gibson,  a 
very  hot-headed  fellow.  He  said,  **  You  God  damned  Yankee  son  of  a  bitch,  what  are 
yon  doing  down  here  f '  I  said  I  had  been  sent  there  by  the  military  authorities  lo 
command  Sunflower  County,  and  to  keep  peace  and  order  to  the  best  of  my  ability,  and 
that  I  proposed  to  do  it.  Said  he,  *'  Go<l  damn  you,  you  don't  think  that  with  four  meo 
you  can  lick  out  my  crowd  f"  Said  I,  **  I  didn't  come  here  for  that  parpos4);  I  dido't 
come  here  to  fight,  but  to  have  you  disband  your  meu,  if  i»ossible.*'  Sard  he,  *•  By  Gud, 
1  don't  propose  to  do  it.  I  am  going  to  McNutt,  and  I  am  going  to  kill  every  God 
damned  nigger  on  the  road."  I  replied,  **  Y^ou  will  have  a  pretty  good  time  before  yoa 
get  througli.  I  order  yoli  to  disperse  these  men  and  go  home."  Said  he,  *•  V\\  be  God 
damned  if  I  will.  The  Government  sends  down  God  damned  radicals,  niggers,  and  one 
thing  or  other  to  overrua  the  people,  and  we  are  not  going  to  stand  it.*^  I  told  him 
that  there  was  no  use  of  talking  to  me  in  that  way  ;  that  I  was  sent  there  as  a  military 
officer,  not  to  ask  any  office  of  the  people,  but  simply  to  obey  my  orders  as  a  lieutenant. 
I  remonstrated  with  them  a  while.  Pretty  soon  we  saw  a  boat  coming  up  from  Vicks- 
bnrg.  The  captain,  when  ho  saw  the  big  crowd  on  the  banks,  was  not  going  to  laud. 
I  called  to  him,  and  be  landed.  The  officers  of  this  mob  and  myself  took  supper  on  the 
boat.  I  closi'd  np  the  bar.  Gibson  told  me  we  had  better  not  allow  the  meu  to  have 
anything  to  drink,  or  he  would  not  be  able  to  control  them.  He  seemed  willing  then 
to  disperse  his  men.  I  stationed  three  men— one  on  the  Tallahatchee  River  road,  another 
on  the  MeNutt  road,  and  another  I  kept  as  an  orderly  at  Boyd's  store,  which  I  made  toy 
headqnartei-s.  It  was  expected  the  negroes  would  all  be  armed ;  and  there  were  abont 
ten  negroes  to  one  white  man  in  the  county.  I  gave  my  men  orders  to  halt  all  per»oiu 
approaching,  and  in  case  they  saw  any  armed  bodies  of* negroes  to  tell  them  to  go  bark 
home ;  that  everything  was  quiet ;  that  I  had  dispersed  the  Gibson  band,  and  wooid 
see  tbem  protect«*d. 

About  12  o'clock,  Gibson's  men  dispersed  and  went  home.  I  went  back  to  McXatt, 
about  nine  miles  distant ;  arriving  there  about  2  o'clock.  When  I  got  into  town,  I  waa 
halted  by  a  sentinel — a  negro  on  picket  there.  About  forty  of  the  negroes  had  assem* 
ble<l  at  the  court-house,  and  the  sheriff  and  three  or  four  other  white  men  were  there. 
The  rest  of  my  men  were  back  of  me.  The  negroes  had  been  pretty  badly  scared;  but 
when  they  saw  me  and  I  told  them  things  were  all  right,  they  quieted  down. 

This  mob  of  Gibson's,  l>efore  I  met  them,  had  killed  two  men.  I  went  to  see  them, 
and  helped  lay  them  out  iu  a  cabin  near  Boyd's  store. 

By  the  CiuiJtMAN,  (Mr.  Pool:) 
Question.  Were  they  colored  men  f 
Answer.  Yes,  sir.    I  mentioned  this  fact  in  my  report  to  the  military  authorities. 

(By  Mr.  Buckley  :) 

Question,  This  was  while  the  State  wa«  under  the  provisional  govemmeot  f 

Ansiper.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Can  you  speak  of  occurrences  more  recent  than  those  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  My  company  was  np  in  Kentucky  for  about  a  year,  and  came  back 
to  Mississippi  about  fimr  months  ago,  right  after  the  w^hipping  of  Colonel  Huggins. 
We  were  sent  to  Mississippi,  I  suppose,  on  that  accoimt.  We  went  to  Aberdeen,  and 
remained  there  some  two  months,  when  I  was  onlered  to  Pontotoc  County  in  command 
of  thirty  men.  I  have  been  there  twice.  I  went  at  the  request  of  Governor  Alcorn, 
who  tejegraphed  for  assistance.  Thirty-five  disguised  men,  called  Ku-Klux,  ixKle  into 
the  town  of  Pontotoc  one  night,  between  12  and  1  o'clock,  and  inquired  at  a  house  in 
town  for  Colonel  Flonmoy.  They  were  halted  by  Judge  Pollard,  the  chancellor  of  that 
district,  who  demanded  their  surrender.  They  fired  at  him.  He  had  eight  meu  con* 
cealed  behind  a  brick  house ;  they  stepped  out  and  fired  on  the  disguised  men,  who 
retreated.  The  disguised  men  had  a  kind  of  horn  which  they  blew,  trying  to  rally 
their  men,  who  had  got  scattered.  The  men  with  Pollard  were  armed  with  double- 
barreled  shot-guns.  It  appears  that  at  the  first  volley  nobody  was  killed ;  nobody  fell 
from  his  horse.  Then  Colonel  Flonmoy,  who  lives  in  Pontotoc,  and  is  the  edrrtor  of  a 
republican  paper  there,  went  with  two  or  three  others,  and  headed  off  the  party  on  a 
cross  street.  They  fired  again,  I  think,  and  one  of  the  disguised  party  was  Killed  ;  at 
least  he  died  in  a  few  hours  afterwanl.  His  name  was  Dlllard.  They  carried  him 
down  to  the  jail  and  took  off  his  mask.    He  died,  I  think,  in  three  or  fonr  hours. 
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1  was  sent  up  t^  Pontotoc,  at  tlio  request  of  Governor  Aloom.  I  arrived  there  two 
cloys  after  this  occurrence.  I  suppose  that  two-thirds  of  the  people  iu  the  towu  of 
Pontotoc  were  willing  to  fight  these  Ku-Klux ;  they  were  opposed  to  them. 

By  the  Chairman,  (Mr.  Pool  :) 

Qtteatifyn.  Do  you  mean  two-thirds  of  the  white  men  T 

Ansurer,  Well,  ahout  two-thirds  of  the  white  people.  There  are  not  more  than  sixty 
people  there,  I  suppose.  Still  they  were  very  sorry  that  this  man  had  heen  killed. 
They  receivi*tl  me  very  kindly.  1  went  up  with  a  detachment  of  troops.  Judge  Pol- 
lard called  a  meeting  of  the  leading  citizens.  I  wanted  to  know  whether  it  was  ueces- 
sfiry  for  me  to  remain  there.  I  did  not  want  to  stay  in  that  little  out-of-the-way  place 
unless  it  was  necessary.  They  decided  among  them  that  they  could  keep  things  in 
order;  and  they  left  it  discretionary  with  me  whether  to  remain  there  or  return  home. 
I  returned,  simply  hecause  I  did  not  care  to  stay  in  that  little  town  unless  I  had  posi- 
tive oi-ders  to  remain.  1  returnetl  to  Aherdeen,  and  remained  there  ahout  one  month, 
when  orders  came  from  General  Terry,  commanding  the  Department  of  the  South,  to 
send  one  officer  and  thirty  men  to  Pontotoc.  I,  being  the  otlicer  on  duty  at  the  time, 
was  sent.  I  went  up  there,  and  established  myself  in  the  court-house.  During  all  the 
time  1  was  there,  everything  was  perfectly  quiet  In  the  town  and  iu  the  county.  They 
had  a  democratic  convention  while  I  was  there ;  and  everything  was  carried  on  quietly. 
I  think,  though,  that  the  reason  was  there  were  troops  there  ;  that  is  my  candid  opinion. 
I  understood  from  prominent  men  that  the  whole  Ku-Klux  ticket  was  nominated ;  a 
man  who,  they  said,  was  grand  cyclops  of  the  county  was  nominated  for  sheritf.  There 
was  a  good  deal  of  ill-feeling  about  it,  for  quite  a  number  of  democrats  in  the  county 
were  opposed  to  this  organization.  Over  in  Monroe  County,  when  I  arrived  there,  the 
officers  were  telling  me  of  the  reception  which  was  given  on  the  return  of  the  men  who 
were  arrested  charged  with  being  Ku-Klux.  Lieutenant  McCoy  of  my  regiment  had 
arrested  thirty-seven. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 

Question.  When  was  this  f 

An»wei\  About  six  weeks  ago,  I  think.  The  men  arrested  were  sent  up  to  Oxford 
under  charge  of  the  military,  with  ten  soldiers  guarding  them.  The  men  had  an  ex- 
amination before  the  United  States  commissioner;  and  then  they  had  a  hearing  upon 
a  writ  of  habeas  corpus  before  Judge  Hill,  a  United  States  judge.  All  but  ten  were  re- 
leased, being  bound  over  in  the  sum  of  $5,000  each.  They  all  returned  to  Aberdeen 
together.  The  night  they  returned  from  Oxford,  they  telegraphed  that  they  would  be 
at  Abei*deen  that  night.  The  people  all  turned  out,  and  gave  them  a  grand  reception, 
firing  cannon  and  playing  music ;  they  gave  them  a  supper,  and  had  a  good  time  gen- 
erally. 

Question,  Did  the  citizens  go  out  to  meet  them  f 

Jttstcer.  All,  I  suppose,  except  about  fifteen  white  citizens.  Probably  a  few  darkeys 
followed  along  to  see  what  was  up. 

Qnestion.  Have  you  known  of  any  other  ridings  of  disguised  men  in  that  section  of 
the  State  ? 

Anstcer.  I  have  heard  of  several  raids  over  in  the  adjoining  counties.  I  have  heard 
of  one  or  two  in  Lowndes  County,  and  one  or  two  in  Oktibbeha.  Since  our  arrival 
there.  Captain  liose,  captain  of  our  company,  was  requested  to  make  a  report  to  Gen- 
eral Terry  of  the  condition  of  affairs  in  the  county.  There  have  been  seven  men  killed 
since  our  arrival  in  the  county,  some  four  months  ago. 

By  the  Ciiaikman,  (Mr.  Pool:) 
Qitestion.  Has  there  been  any  report  of  parties  whipped? 
Answer.  I  have  a  few  of  the  names  here. 
Question.  Kead  the  report. 
Atmcer.  This  is  just  a  memorandum. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 

Question.  Read  the  names. 

Ans^rer.  This  is  what  was  reported  to  me ;  I  was  not  there  at  the  time.  This  is  what 
I  took  from  the  report  of  Captain  Rose,  the  commanding  officer. 

Mr.  Blaik.  I  object  to  this  as  evidence.  It  is  merely  a  memorandum  taken  from  a 
repoi-t.    If  these  things  are  to  be  testified  to,  we  want  an  opportunity  to  cross-examine. 

By  the  Chairman,  (Mr.  Pool:) 

Qnestion.  You  say  there  was  a  report  made  f 

Atufwer.  Captain  Rose,  of  the  United  States  Army,  who  commands  the  post  at  Aber- 
deen, mmlc  a  report.  These  reports  had  been  coming  iu  of  freedmen  being  killed, 
school-teaoliers  whipped  and  driven  out,  &c.  At  first  we  did  not  pay  any  attention 
to  them  ;  we  supposed  they  were  all  "  gas "  and  "  blowing."  But  finally  the  reports 
got  to  coming  in  so  fiist  that  Captain  Rose  thought  it  his  duty  to  inquire  into  the  mat- 
ter, which  he  did ;  and  he  made  a  report,  giving  names  and  circumstances. 
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Question.  How  many  did  be  report  killed  f 

Answer.  I  have  the  names  of  seven. 

Question.  Can  you  give  those  names  f 

Anstcer.  Yen,  sir;  I  have  a  memonindum  of  them  hero.    The  first  is  Aleck  Page. 

Question.  Wliat  were  the  circumstances  of  his  killing  ? 

Answer.  That  is  what  I  do  not  know.    I  have  the  dates. 

Question.  What  was  the  date  ? 

Answer.  Jack  Dupree  was  the  first  killed ;  he  was  killed  February  8, 1871.  The  next 
was  Aleck  Page,  who  was  killed  March  27,  1871;  Jesse  3Iayfieldy  April  9,  1871.  Tbu 
is  jost  as  they  were  reported  to  General  Terry. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question.  Who  made  that  report  f 

Answer.  Captain  Rose. 

Mr.  Blair.  I  object  to  the  reception  of  this.  We  have  not  Captain  Rose  here  to 
cross-examine. 

The  CiiAiKMAX,  (Mr.  Pool.)  It  seems  to  me  that^  though  this  is  hearsay  evidence, 
it  is  such  as  we  have  been  constantly  receiving. 

WiTN'Kb8.  These  cases,  I  think,  have  all  been  reported  before  the  grand  jury. 

By  Mr.  Bcckley  : 
Question.  You  believe  it  to  be  true  that  these  men  were  killed  f 
Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

By  the  Cbairmax,  (Mr.  Pool:) 

Question.  Did  yon  understand  that  they  were  killed  by  bodies  of  men  in  disguise  f 

Anmcer.  They  were  killed  by  the  Ku-KIux  ;  that  is  what  everybody  says.  Xegroes 
would  come  in  and  make  reports.  The  first  few  months  we  were  there  we  took  no 
notice  of  these  things;  finally  Colonel  Rokc  (he  was  a  colonel  by  brevet)  thought  be 
would  inquire  to  see  whether  there  was  any  truth  in  these  reports.  It  was  generally 
thought  that  the  freedmeu  would  report  a  good  many  things  that  were  not  true,  and 
would  "  blow  "  a  good  deal. 

Question.  You  heard  that  these  negroes  were  killed  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.    These  are  the  names  on  our  books  at  headquarters. 

Question.  Yon  were  stationed  at  that  post  ? 

Anmcer.  That  is  my  post.    I  was  tem[)orarily  absent  at  Pontotoc. 

Question.  Do  you  believe  on  good  authority  that  those  negroes  were  killed  by  men  ia 
disguise  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  do.  These  are  reports  that  are  made  to  us  at  headquarters.  The 
negroids  came  to  us  for  protection. 

Question.  Did  you  talk  with  Captaiu  Rose  on  the  subject  at  all  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  talked  with  him  one  day  about  it.  He  said,  "  I  have  not  believed 
these  reports  up  to  this  time  ;  but  now  I  believe  there  is  such  an  organization  as  Kn- 
Elux,  and  I  am  willing  to  inquire  into  it,  and  *sec  whether  these  re|>orts  are  true  or 
not.*'    H«  made  an  investigation,  and  found  that  some  of  these  men  hud  Ixwn  kined. 

Question.  Then  you  get  your  information,  not  from  what  you  saw  in  the  report,  bat 
from  what  he  told  you  f 

Answer.  I  heard  him  mention  some  of  these  names ;  I  cannot  swear  a»  to  all  of  them. 
This  was  a  copy  of  the  report  which  Lieutenant  McCoy  brought  me  when  I  told  liini  1 
wanted  the  names  of  these  men.  Ue  had  them  in  the  ofiicc.  I  had  been  absent  in  Pun- 
totoc  for  a  few  weeks. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 

Question.  Are  there  any  of  the  cases  concerning  which  you  got  your  information  from 
the  report  only? 

Answer.  Well,  the  killing  of  these  men  is  known  throughout  the  town.  Everybody 
in  town  knows  it. 

Question.  It  is  the  common  rumor  T 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  You  have  heard  of  the  cases  from  other  sources  than  Captain  Rose's  report  ? 

Answer.  I  have  heard  of  them  from  citizens.  I  live  on  the  edge  of  the  town.  If  d 
negro  would  be  killed  in  the  evening,  for  instance,  it  would  be  known  the  next  day. 
People  would  say  along  the  streets,  "  Hallo,  Pickett,  did  you  bear  about  that  nigger 
being  killed  last  night  T'' 

By  the  Chairman,  (Mr.  Pool  :) 

Question.  If  you  have  from  any  sources  information  which  you  believe  to  be  true,  in 
regard  to  the  killing  of  any  of  those  men,  state  it. 

Answer.  I  am  pretty  confident  that  they  were  all  killed. 

Question.  You  are  pretty  confident  that  there  have  been  seven  men  killed  in  that 
neighborhood  f 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


MISSISSIPPI.  463 

Ansicer,  Yes,  sir;  within  the  last  four  months. 

Question.  State  what  you  have  heard  iu  the  community  or  elsewhere  in  regard  to 
those  cases. 

Answer.  In  some  of  those  cases  the  commnnity  was  not  willing  to  believe  that  the 
men  hiid  been  killed  by  Ku-Klux,  and  tried  to  make  out  that  they  had  been  killed  by 
other  parties. 

Qiiestion,  Did  you  hear  that  seven  i>ersons  had  been  killed  in  that  county  within 
the  last  four  months  f 

Ansvctr,  Yes,  sir. 

Quesi'um.  Upon  information  on  which  you  relied  f 

Answer.  Yes.  sir. 

Question.  Killed  by  men  in  disguise  f 

^fi^trcT.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Have  you  heard  of  any  number  of  men  being  whipped  in  that  county  within 
the  last  four  mouths f 

Ansicer.  I  have  heard,  I  think,  of  three  or  four  within  that  time. 

Question.  By  men  in  disguise  ? 

Anstcer.  Yes,  sir ;  within  the  last  five  or  six  months.  Colonel  Huggins  was  whipped 
before  we  went  there.    Everybody  knows  that  he  was  whipped ;  everybody  says  so. 

Question.  Have  you  heard  of  any  colored  men  being  whipped  within  that  time  f 

Ansicer.  Yes,  sir :  I  think  I  have  heanl  of  two  or  three;  and  there  were  four  or  five 
teachers  of  colored  schools  in  the  county  who  were  threatened  that  if  they  did  not 
leave  they  would  be  Ku-Kluxed. 

Question.  Have  you  heard  of  any  riding  around  of  disguised  men  in  that  county? 

An»wer.  Yes,  sir.  I  have  heanl  of  ridings  nearly  every  night.  It  is  my  duty  to  at- 
tend in  the  evening  at  the  tap  of  the  roll-ciiil,  and  I  ^nerally  come  back  to  camp  about 
10  oVlock  at  night ;  and  there  is  always  somebody  m  the  woods  loafing  around;  and 
we  have  to  lie  every  night  with  a  musket  by  our  bedside,  and  a  pistol  under  our  head, 
for  our  own  protection. 

Question.  Do  you  deem  that  necessary  in  order  to  protect  yourself  against  these  dis- 
guised men  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  I  do.  We  are  living  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile  from  our  camp ;  Col- 
onel Rose  has  frequently  had  to  fire  at  people  going  through  these  woods— men  who 
would  be  loitering  around  there. 

Question.  Do  you  observe  any  demonstrations  of  hostility  to  you  f 

Anstcer.  Well,  the  people  in  the  town  will  treat  us  very  pleasantly ;  will  speak  to  us, 
and  that  is  about  all ;  will  say,  *^  Good  morning.  Captain,  or  Lieutenant." 

Question.  I  mean  are  there  any  demonstrations  of  violence  t 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  we  do  not  notice  much  of  it  there  in  the  town,  except  that  the  peo- 
ple feel  rather  bitter. 

Question.  Is  there  any  state  of  terror  or  fear  of  the  Ku-Klux  on  the  part  of  the  col- 
ored men  in  tbat  locality  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;   there  is  a  good  deal. 

Question.  Is  it  general  t 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Have  you  any  information  of  the  character  of  the  men  who  compose  these 
disguised  organizations  T 

Answer.  I  think  they  are  composed  generally  of  the  poorer  classes,  but  are  led  on  by 
the  better  classes  of  people.  • 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 
Question.  What  was  the  character  of  the  man  killed  at  Pontotoc  f    Was  he  known 
there  f 
Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  he  was  known  throughout  the  county.    He  was  a  poor  man. 

By  the  Chairman,  (Mr.  Pool:) 

Question.  Have  you  reason  to  believe  that  these  bands  are  organized ;  that  they  have 
leaders,  and  act  in  concert  t 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  I  believe  to-day  that  there  are  three  hundred  Ku-Klux  in  Monroe 
County. 

Question.  Do  you  think  they  are  organized  in  one  or  more  companies  ? 

Answer.  I  think  they  are  organized  into  companies  or  Klaus  of  about  thirty-five  men 
each. 

Question.  What  do  you  suppose  to  be  the  object  of  these  men  who  are  thus  organized? 

Ansicer.  Well,  in  Monroe  County  they  appear  to  be  opposed  to  public  schools,  and 
they  appear  to  oppose  all  northern  people  who  vote  the  republican  ticket. 

Question.  Their  opposition  is  to  colored  republicans  and  white  rexiublicans  who  are 
their  leaders  t 

Answer.  There  appears  to  be  opposition  to  the  leaders. 

Question.  Do  you  think  there  is  any  political  object  connected  with  the  organization  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir  j  I  think  there  is. 
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Question.  What  is  the  object  f 

Anstrer.  Wtfll,  I  think  their  object  is  to  carry  the  elections  if  they  can ;  bat  I  do  not 
know  that.  I  am  no  politician  myself;  J  do  not  go  into  politics  at  all;  I  never  voti^ 
in  my  life.    But  that  apxtears  to  me  to  be  their  object. 

Question.  Do  you  mean  that  their  object  is  to  carry  the  elections  against  the  repobli- 
c.:u  party? 

AnstciT.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Does  that  organization  extend  to  the  adjoining  counties  f 

Ansurer.  Yes,  Kir;  I  think  these  organizations  are  couhned  to  about  five  coantie^i 
along  the  lx>rders  of  Alabama. 

Question.  Have  you  heard  of  other  ridings  and  outrages  in  other  counties  than 
Monroe  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  I  have. 
.  Question.  In  what  counties  f 

Answer.  I  have  heard  of  them  in  Lowndes  and  Oktibbeha;  and  in  Pontotoc  County 
they  were  riding  while  I  was  there. 

Question.  Have  you  heard  of  any  in  Winston  ? 

Ansirer.  I  do  i\ot  know  anything  about  that. 

Question.  Chickasaw! 

Ansicer.  1  do  not  know  anything  about  Chickasaw. 

Question.  You  have  not  been  in  those  counties  ? 

Ansirer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Do  yon  suppose  there  is  in  that  organization  any  hostility  to  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  United  States  f 

Answer.  Well,  I  do  not  know  that  there  is.  When  soldiers  come  around  they  appear 
to  be  respectful— whether  through  fear  or  not  I  do  not  know. 

Question,  Do  you  lind  that  any  of  the  citizens  give  any  encouragement  to  that  organ- 
ization? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  I  think  that  in  Aberdeen  four-fiflhs  of  the  white  people  encoara«]^ 
these  Klaus.  In  the  town  of  Pontotoc  the  mi^jority  of  the  white  i>eop1o  oppose  tbi^ 
organization  ;  but  I  believe  that  two-thirds  of  the  people  in  the  county  of  Pontotoc  are 
either  Ku-Klux  or  sympathize  with  the  Ku-Klux. 

Question.  Does  there  seem  to  bo  among  the  members  of  the  democratic  party  any 
dread  of  the  ot>erations  of  this  organization  f 

Answer.  Well,  in  the  town  of  Pontotoc  a  good  many  democrats  say  that  the  thing 
must  be  stopped ;  that  though  they  are  democrats,  and  expect  always' to  be  democrar.s 
they  are  going  to  stop  any  institution  of  this  kind. 

Question.  Have  you  heard  any  democrats  in  that  county  express  a{iprehension  of 
being  visited  and  outraged  by  these  bands  T 

Answer.  No,  sir. 
•    Question.  You  say  that  colored  people,  principally,  are  the  ones  who  are  in  dread  f 

Answer.  The  colored  people  and  the  "  carpet-baggers,"  as  they  call  them.  Every 
northern  man  <lown  there  is  called  a  *'  carpet-bagger."  They  do  not  apply  that  name, 
however,  to  t  he  military. 

Question.  Did  you  ever  know  any  democrats  to  be  whipped  by  these  men  in  disguise  f 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  never  heard  of  any. 

Question.  Do  you  know  Mr.  Morphis,  member  of  Congress  from  the  Pontotoc  district  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Do  you  know  whether  he  is  in  4read  of  violence  from  these  bands  of  men? 

Answer.  Yt»s,  sir ;  he  is. 

Question.  Has  he  reason  to  be? 

Answer.  I  think  he  has. 

Question.  Do  you  know  whether  he  feels  secure  in  his  own  house  f 

Answer.  He  may  at  the  present  time ;  but  when  I  went  there  some  six  weeks  ago  be 
did  not. 

Question.  Do  you  know  whether  he  has  been  compelled  to  sleep  out  of  his  house  t 

Answer.  Only  ft-om  what  I  have  heard.  That  is  what  they  say.  Colonel  Floonioy, 
and  other  i>eople  in  the  town,  told  me  so. 

Question.  Do  yon  think  that  Mr.  Morphis  is  really  in  danger  in  that  ooonty  f 

Answer.  I  think  he  is. 

Question.  In  danger  of  x>eraonal  violence  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  From  these  bands  of  men  f 
Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Do  you  think  his  life  is  in  danger? 
Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  think  it  is. 

Question.  Is  he  a  native  Mississippian? 

Answer.  I  don't  know ;  I  think  he  has  gone  there  since  the  close  of  the  wu*. 

Question.  Is  he  a  man  of  good  character? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  people  speak  very  well  of  him  there  in  town.    I  am  not  very  well 
acquainicd  with  him;  but  I  hear  what  people  say. 
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Question,  Is  there  anything  alleged  against  him  except  his  politics  f 

An9teer.  That  is  all  I  have  neard.  He  is  called  a  "  damned  radical/'  That  is  all  they 
appear  to  have  against  him.  Everybody  in  town  speaks  very  well  of  him,  except  that 
they  say  he  does  not  represent  them  in  Congress. 

Queation,  That  is,  he  does  not  represent  the  political  sentiment  of  the  white  people  ? 

Anstoer,  Yes,  sir ;  they  say  that  he  misrepresents  them  in  Congress.  That  is  what 
the  white  people  say. 

Queatian.  Do  you  hear  any  complaint,  politically,  against  Colonel  Morphis  by  the 
republicans  f 

Jnawer.  No,  sir.  I  do  not  have  anything  to  do  with  politics  at  all.  When  Colonel 
3dorphis  came  back  from  Washington  the  fast  time  I  told  him  that  if  he  did  not  feel 
Bafe  at  his  house  I  would  send  some  of  my  men  over  in  the  evening  to  stay  there ;  that 
I  would  protect  him,  or  any  other  man  in  town  who  wanted  to  be  protected ;  that 
that  was  what  I  was  there  for. 

By  Mr.  Buckley 

QHeation.  Do  yon  think  that  the  stationing  of  the  United  States  troops  there  is  essen- 
tial to  the  safety  of  the  citizens,  or  any  portion  of  them  f 

Anstoer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  think  it  has  a  very  good  effect. 

Question.  Do  you  think  that  troops  are  required  to  keep  the  peace  and  insure  the 
safety  of  life  f 

Answer.  I  think  that  is  the  case  with  a  few.  There  are  three  men  whom  they  say 
they  are  going  to  kill— Colonel  Morphis,  Colonel  Floumoy,  and  Mr.  Bell,  the  sheriff  of 
the  county. 

By  the  Chairman,  (Mr.  Pool:) 

Qnestimi.  Are  they  all  leading  white  republicans  f 

Ansicer.  Mr.  Bell,  I  think,  is  a  republican ;  but  he  is  not  much  of  a  politician. 

Question.  Is  he  a  man  of  wealth  T 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  He  is  a  man  who  was  born  and  raised  there.  He  lived  there  when 
the  Indians  were  there. 

Question.  Do  you  hear  anything  alleged  against  these  men  except  that  they  are  prom- 
inent republicans  f 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  never  heard  anything  against  them.  People  speak  in  the  best 
terms  of  all  of  them.  They  are  men  who  pay  their  debts  and  attend  to  their  own 
business.  Colonel  Floumoy  is  the  editor  of  a  paper  there.  I  think  he  has  been  rather 
violent  in  some  of  his  articles.    He  is  a  hot-headed  man. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question.  Colonel  Floumoy  lives  in  the  town  ol  Pontotoc  T 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  You  say  that  when  these  disguised  parties  appeared  in  the  streets  that 
night,  they  called  at  somebody's  house.    Whose  house  was  it  1 

Answer.  1  do  not  know  whose  house  it  was.  They  rode  up  to  somebody's  house, 
-which  I  think  was  right  on  the  edge  of  town,  and  inquirea,  I  believe,  for  Colonel 
Floumoy.  The  place  where  they  were  fired  upon  was  up  in  town,  on  tno  square,  in 
the  vicinity  of  the  court-house. 

Question.  Had  they  fired  upon  anybody  at  that  time  f 

Answer.  They  fired  on  Judge  Pollard  when  he  demanded  their  surrender.  He  told 
them  he  was  an  officer  of  the  law,  and  demanded  that  they  should  surrender;  just  as 
soon  as  he  said  that,  they  fired  on  him.  When  they  fired,  Pollard's  men  stepped  out 
£rom  behind  a  brick  house  and  fired  at  this  party. 

Question.  Did  this  party  fire  at- Judge  Pollard  without  the  volley  taking  effect  f 

Answer.  They  did  not  hit  him.  I  do  not  know  whether  they  ah  fired  or  not ;  but  a 
volley  was  fired  by  some  of  the  party. 

Question.  How  do  you  know  they  fired  t 

Ansvoer.  Judge  Pollard  told  me  so. 

Question,  You  only  have  it  from  himf 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  How  far  from  him  did  he  say  the  men  were  when  they  fired  T 

Answer.  They  yrere  out  in  the  middle  of  the  road  and  he  was  right  near  the  houso. 
The  distance,  I  suppose,  was  about  fifteen  or  twenty  yards. 

Question.  And  they  fired  a  volley  at  him  and  did  not  hit  him  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  And  then  yon  say  Floumoy  and  his  party  went  around  and  waylaid  this 
other  party  and  killed  a  man  named  Dillard  f 

Answer.  Floumoy  and  the  others  went  round  and  fired  at  them ;  I  do  not  know  who 
killed  the  man ;  some  of  the  party  killed  him. 

Question.  Was  the  party  upon  which  Floumoy  and  his  men  fired  the  same  party  that 
bad  fired  on  Pollard  oefore  f 

30  M 


Digitized  by 


Google 


466        CONDITION   OF   AFFAIK8   IN   THE   SOUTHERN   STATES. 

Answer,  Yes,  sir.  When  Dillard's  party  first  fired  their  horses  jumped,  and  the  men 
became  scattered  and  had  to  rally,    rlonmoy's  party  headed  them  off. 

Question.  Were  the  yjarty  upon  whom  Floumoy  and  his  men  fired  a  different  partr 
from  those  who  had  fired  upon  Pollard f 

Anstcer.  No,  sir ;  the  same  party,  as  I  understand.  They  showed  me  whore  the  firing 
took  place. 

Question.  Did  they  assert  that  this  party  of  Kn-Elux  had  fired  on  Pollard  first  f 

Anstcer.  Yes,  sii*;  they  fired  upon  him  immediately  after  his  demand  for  their  sur* 
render. 

Question.  Who  told  yon  thatf 

Anstcer.  Judge  Pollard  himself.  He  and  I  stayed  a  day  and  a  night  together  at  the 
hotel  in  Pontotoc.  • 

Question.  Do  you  think  they  could  have  fired  at  that  distance  with  the  intention  of 
injuring  him  and  failed  to  strike  him  f 

Answer.  I  believe  they  could.    Whether  they  could  or  not,  they  did  it. 

Question.  They  might  have  fired  without  any  intention  of  injuring  him  f 

Anstcer.  They  might  have  done  that ;  still  they  fired. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 
Question.  Yon  do  not  know  how  many  fired  f 
Anstcer.  No,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Blair: 

Question.  You  do  not  know  whether  any  of  them  fired  f  . 

Anstcer.  I  know  what  Judge  Pollard  told  me ;  that  is  all. 

Question.  This  whole  transaction,  with  all  the  circumstances,  was  narrated  to  yon  br 
Pollard,  and  Floumoy  f 

Anstcer.  By  Pollard  and  twenty  or  thirty  other  citizens  of  the  town.  I  remained 
there  two  or  three  days  x«cht  after  the  affair.  I  was  sent  there  by  Governor  Alcorn 
with  troops  to  assist  the  authorities  of  the  town  in  keeping  order. 

Question.  Did  anybody  else  than  Judge  Pollard  inform  you  that  these  parties  bad 
fired  on  him  when  he  ordered  them  to  surrender  ? 

Anstcer.  Yes,  sir;  all  who  belonged  to  Judge  Pollard's  company  told  me  so.  I  visit«d 
each  one  of  them.  They  all  told  me  that  when  Judge  Pollard  demanded  their  ^nr- 
render,  the  men  fired  ufjon  him  without  giving  him  any  chance  to  get  out  of  the  way. 

Question.  Did  anybody  becidcs  Juds^o  Pollard  and  his  men  tell  you  that  T 

Anstcer.  Yes,  sir;  1  have  been  told  of  it  by  a  great  many  people  there  in  Pontotoc. 
I  have  been  Introduced  to  a  great  many  men,  and  they  would  all  commence  and  tell  ma 
their  story  about  it. 

Question.  Did  you  never  bear  any  other  story  told  about  it  f  Was  there  no  other 
representation  in  regard  to  the  first  firing! 

Anstcer.  No,  sir;  I  never  heard  of  any  other. 

Question.  After  this  you  returned  to  Aberdeen  t 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  And  you  were  stationed  there  until  you  were  summoned  before  this  com- 
mittee T 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  that  is  the  headquarters  of  my  company. 

Question.  You  say  that  the  i>eople  there  are  very  restive,  and  hostile  to  the  adminis- 
tration of  the  State  government  t 

Anstcer.  I  do  not  know  that  I  said  that  exactly.  They  are  hostile  against  "carpet- 
baggers," as  they  call  them,  and  against  the  free<lmen  or  colored  people. 

Questi  on.  What  do  they  say  about  the  **  caqiet-baggerB  ? 

Anstcer.  They  say  that  they  are  opposed  to  them ;  that  they  do  not  like  to  have  them 
come  down  there  for  the  purpose  of  procuring  offices. 

Question.  Do  they  say  that  they  are  plundering  the  people  by  their  action  in  tb6 
State  legislature  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir;  I  do  not  know  that  they  say  that. 

Question.  Do  they  say  that  those  men  come  down  there  for  the  pnrpoae  of  getting 
office  and  plunder  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Do  they  allege  that  those  men  excite  the  animosity  of  the  negroes  agaiDSt 
the  white  people  f 

Anstcer.  No,  sir ;  I  do  not  know  that  they  do. 

Question.  Do  they  not  allege  that  they  endeavor  to  excite  animosity  between  the  races 
for  the  puipoee  of  obtaining  the  votes  of  the  negroes  and  getting  office  f 

Anmcer.  No,  sir ;  I  cannot  say  that  they  do. 

Question.  They  do  not  make  any  such  allegation? 

Answer.  They  may  make  it :  I  have  not  heard  aujrthin^  abont  it ;  I  have  beard  tbeai 
say  a,great  many  things  which  I  did  not  pay  any  attention  to. 

Question.  De  the  people  complain  of  bad  government  1 
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Ansiver,  Yes,  sir;  that  is,  tbey  complAin  of  "radical"  government  as  tliey  call  it. 
They  jnst  '*  damn  "  it ;  that  is  all. 

Question.  Do  thev  not  complain  of  bein^jr  taxed  enormonsly  for  the  purpose  of  ednca- 
tiuo^  the  negroes  f  Do  they  not  complain  of  the  plundering  by  the  radicals? 

Anmver.  Well,  I  have  heard  a  few  of  them  complain  in  that  wjiy  in  Monroe  County. 
I  liave  not  heard  it  in  any  other  county.  Monroe  County  is  a  very  large  county.  I 
think,  however,  th.it  the  people  in  Monroe  would  complain  of  anything  that  was  right. 

Question,  Have  they  not  a  right  to  complain  when  they  are  badly  treated? 

Answer.  The  present  law  requires  them  to  build  school-houses.  They  oppose  it,  and 
when  school-houses  are  built  with  their  own  money,  they  go  and  burn  them  down. 
The  school-houses  are  to  be  rebuilt,  and  I  suppose  they  wiirbum  them  down  again. 

Question.  They  were  built  with  their  money,  were  they  not? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.    As  long  as  they  can  stand  it  I  suppose  other  people  can. 

Question.  They  were  built  with  the  white  people's  money,  were  they  not? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  The  negroes  did  not  contribute  anything  toward  building  them  ? 

Answer.  If  they  owned  any  property  I  suppose  they  paid  their  share. 

Question,  How  much  is  their  share  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know. 

Question.  How  much  property  do  yon  think  the  negroes  own? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know ;  I  cannot  say. 

QueMion.  As  much  as  they  usually  do  elsewhere  ? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  a  little  more.  I  think  that  quite  a  number  of  them  own  small  farma 
in  the  county. 

Question.  In  what  proportion  do  you  suppose  they  contribute  to  the  payment  of  the 
tax? 

Answer.  Well,  I  do  not  know. 

Question.  A  very  small  proportion  ? 

Answer,  A  small  proportion. 

Question.  The  ^reat  bulk  of  the  taxation  is  paid  by  the  white  people  of  the  country  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

By  the  Chairman,  (Mr.  Pool  :) 

Question.  Did  this  party  of  men  that  made  the  raid  into  Pontotoc  use  pistols  or  gunt 
when  firing  on  Judge  Pollard  ? 

Answer.  Both  pistols  and  guns,  I  think.  I  brought  with  me  to  this  city  a  uniform  that 
belonged  to  one  of  this  Klan  in  Pontotoc  County.  The  man  who  was  killed  belonged 
to  the  same  Rlan. 

Question.  You  mean  a  disguise  ? 

Anstoer,  Yes,  sir;  Judge  Pollard's  men  captured  fifteen  uniforms,  and  sixteen  horses, 
besides  captnring  Dillard,  who  was  wounded,  and  soon  after  died. 

Question.  When  you  say  uniforms  you  mean  disguises  ? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Were  the  disguises  siiAilar? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir  ;  all  except  the  masks ;  some  were  red,  some  white,  some  black. 

Question.  With  that  exception  the  disguises  were  similar  to  each  other? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  all  about  the  same.  In  Monroe  County  their  disguise  is  a  white 
gown. 

Question.  Give  a  description  of  the  disguise  which  you  brought  with  you. 

Answer.  The  head  part  of  it  is  made  of  white  calico,  with  places  for  the  eyes,  nose,  and 
month — trimmed  with  black. 

Question,  Any  horns  or  head-piece  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir;  it  runs  up  to  a  point  and  has  a  little  tassel  abont  sixteen  inches 
long. 

Question.  Above  the  head  ? 

Ansiver.  No,  sir ;  it  hangs  down  from  the  top.  Then  there  is  a  sack  coat,  something 
in  the  shape  of  a  soldier's  overcoat  without  the  cape.  It  is  made  loose  and  large,  and 
is  worn  over  the  other  coat.  It  is  made  of  black  calico,  Avith  white  stripes  in  front, 
passing  over  the  shoulders.  The  pants,  which  are  also  of  black  calico,  are  made  ia 
the  form  of  overalls,  and  have  a  wnite  stripe. 

Question.  Does  it  look  like  a  disguise  gotten  up  hastily  and  carelessly,  or  is  it  elab- 
orately made  ? 

Answer.  It  is  very  nicely  made. 

Question.  Does  it  show  preparation  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  It  does  not  look  as  if  it  were  just  caught  up  for  a  single  occasion  ? 

Anstcer,  No,  sir ;  it  is  very  nicely  made. 

Question.  You  say  that  fifteen  of  these  disguises  were  captured  on  the  occasion  of  th« 
raid  into  Pontotoc? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 
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Question.  Was  the  firine;  of  Colonel  Flonmoy  and  his  men  npon  this  disgoised  party 
within  a  few  minutes  of  the  firing  on  Judge  Pollard ;  was  it  all  a  part  of  the  aamo 
transaction  f 

Answer,  This  last  firing  occurred  ten  or  fifteen  minutes  after  the  first  fifing. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 

Question.  Have  yon  ever  conversed  with  any  persons  in  Mississippi  who  told  you  that 
they  were  members  of  this  organization,  or  of  any  secret  orp^anization  of  this  kind  f 

Answer.  I  have  heard  men  say  that  they  were  members  ot  it ;  they  never  told  me  so; 
J  have  heard  them  tell  others  so. 

QwBstUm.  You  have  not,  yoorself;  had  any  direct  conversation  with  any  one  who  pro- 
fessed to  be  a  member  of  the  order  f 

Answer.  No,  sir. 
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gavo  bcr  fk  certain  nnmber  of  days  to  get  away.  That  I  learuod  froai  her ;  that  was 
ber  Bwoni  testimony,  too. 

Question.  Did  you  learn  from  ber  whether  the  men  were  disgniscil  ? 

Antircr.  All  di.sgiiised.  She  said  she  recognized  some  of  the  parties  by — some  of 
them  had  only  their  faces  disguised,  but  their  clothing,  their  paut4  and  coats,  she 
recognized,  and  their  voices.    She  recognized  sonic  of  them. 

Question.  How  many  men  were  concerned  in  her  whipping? 

Anstrvr.  She  said  there  were  about  twelve  of  them,  Avith  ono  colored  man  who  held 
their  horses.  The  colored  man  who  was  with  them  on  this  occasion  I  bunted  up  myself. 
She  did  not  know  him,  but  she  said  she  learned  it  was  a  man  by  the  name  of  Carroll 
H  in  ton.  Carroll  afterwards  stated  on  oath  that  he  was  along  with  the  party,  and  tliat 
he  knew  some  members  of  the  party,  but  did  not  know  them  all. 

Question.  How  did  he  happen  to  be  with  them  f 

Anstcer.  His  story  is  that  they  came  to  his  house,  a  little  cabin  on  the  road-side.  He 
was  livmg  to  himself  on  the  plantation  of  widow  Hinton,  in  this  county,  and  it  seems 
to  have  been  about  one  meeting  prior  to  this.  They  just  rode  up  android  him  they 
wanted  him  to  go  with  them,  and  mounted  him  on  a  horse,  and  took  him  along  by 
force.  Ho  had  been  with  them  on  three  occasions,  ho  stated;  one  prior  to  tht} 
whipping  of  this  woman,  Betsey,  and  one  afterward,  and  that  meeting. 

Question.  Where  is  this  Carroll  Hinton  f 

Answer.  On  widow  Hinton's  place,  about  eight  miles  north  of  this  place,  on  the 
plantation.  I  want  to  state,  before  I  go  further,  that  the  testimony  in  this  county  i^ 
with  respect  to  where  this  man,  Hinton,  lives;  that  ho  lives  in  a  portion  of  the  county 
which,  if  there  are  any  Ku-Klux  in  this  county,  or  any  men  banded  together  for  tlh? 
purpose  of  taking  the  law  into  their  own  hands,  it  is  in  that  community-.  Carroll  lives 
right  in  the  midst  of  them.  He  told  me  first  he  didn't  know  a  single  man  in  tbst 
wboie  party ;  but  afterward,  after  I  had  him  brought  to  Oxford,  he  acknowledged  that 
he  did  know  them.  ^ 

By  Mr.  Rice: 

Question.  Before  the  grand  jury  T 
Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  Do  yon  think  he  would  be  reluctant  to  tell  the  committee  what  he  knows? 

Anstccr.  Yes,  sir ;  I  think  so. 

Question.  For  the  reasons  you  have  stated  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  for  the  reasons  I  stated.  I  don't  think  he  wonld  let  the  grand  jury 
know  what  ho  knew  really,  if  it  hadn't  been  that  he  had  been  told — at  least  he  was 
told  before  he  went  into  the  grand  jury — that  they  were  cognizant  of  his  knowledge  of 
the  parties,  and  that  there  was  a  white  man  who  belonged  to  them  had  made  certain 
statements  connecting  him  with  them.    That  was  true. 

Question.  Where  did  this  grand  jury  sit,  of  which  you  speak  f 

Answer.  At  Oxtbrd,  in  the  county  of  La  Fayette,  in  the  northern  district  of  the  State 
of  Mississippi. 

Question.  At  what  time  T 

Answer.  The  grand  juiy  was  impaneled  there  on  the  first  Monday  of  June,  1871,  and 
continued  through  the  month. 

Question.  What  did  Betsey  tell  you  she  was  whipped  for,  or  what  did  she  say  the 
men  who  inflicted  the  whipping  said  was  the  cause  f 

Answer.  She  said  she  could  not  account  for  the  whipping  at  all.  One  white  man, 
who  was  along  with  the  party  when  she  was  whipped,  and  was  a  member  of  the  ktan, 
stated  that  she  was  whipped  for  messing  with  this  man,  Jackson,  she  lived  with,  or 
was  hired  to.    That  was  his  story  about  it. 

By  ^Ir.  Blair  : 
Question.  Messing  f 
Answer.  1  don't  know  what  you  would  call  it — that  she  was  his  mistTcss. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  Did  ono  man  who  was  concerned  in  inflicting  that  whipping  torn  State's 
evidence  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  What  was  his  namef 

Answer.  J.  8.  Taliaferro.    He  lived  in  this  county. 

Question.  If  you  have  finished  all  yon  have  to  say  about  the  case  of  Betsey  Lucas,  yoo 
may 'pass  ou  to  the  next  case  which  occurs  to  you. 

Answer.  The  next  case  occurred  about  the  same  time,  I  think  on  the  same  night  It 
was  the  ordering  off  of  some  colored  families  that  had  been  settlecl  upon  what  was 
called  the  bottom  place,  here  in  this  county,  of  Mr.  William  May.  Mr.  May  settled  a 
lot  of  colored  people  on  a  place  of  his  there,  and  gave  them  lands  for  a  term  of  years, 
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to  clear  them  np,  a^hd,  I  believe,  gave  tbem  some  assistanoe  in  buildiD||^  and  iipproving, 
and  they  were  all  run  off  on  that  night — at  least  ordered  off  and  notified  that  if  they 
were  there  at  a  certain  stated  night  or  day,  what  would  be  the  consequence,  and  they 
moved  off. 

Question.  Was  that  done  by  the  same  party  that  whipped  Betsy  Lucas  f 

Answer,  The  same  party.  All  the  men  were  there,  1  believe,  with'  one  exception ; 
that  one  exception  was  the  captain ;  be  was  not  present  that  night — the  captain  of  the 
sqnad. 

Queation.  What  was  his  name? 

Answer,  He  was  said  to  be  the  captain,  and  was  a  man  by  the  name  of  C.  M.  Doss. 

Question.  How  many  families  were  driven  off  from  that  bottom  place  f 

Answer.  I  think  there  were  five — I  can't  be  positive  as  to  the  number. 

Question,  Is  Mr.  Doss  living  still  in  the  county  f 

Answa:  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Did  these  families  leave  pursuant  to  this  warning  T 

Ansicer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Go  on. 

Answer.  The  same  night— or  the  next  raid  they  made.  I  merely  give  this  as  evi- 
dence I  have  bad,  and  from  reports  of  the  parties  who  were  along  and  know. 

Question,  Do  you  regard  the  information  you  have  of  these  transactions  as  reliable  f 

Answ-er.  1  do;  there  isn't  any  of  it  of  my  own  knowledge.  I  never  saw  one  of  these 
parties. 

Question.  That  is  proper  evidence.    You  may  proceed. 

Answer,  They  went  to — I  have  forgotten  whose  plantation  it  was,  now— but  they 
were  there  to  look  up  some  parties,  and  there  was  a  colored  man  killed  by  the  name  of 
Cogcr.  It  seems  that  this  man,  Sam,  tbey  had  nothing  against  him,  or  didn't  want 
him,  but  he  talked  to  them  a  little  plain,  and  they  Just  fired  into  him  aud  killed  him. 
It  was  all  the  same  raid.    I  was  tryin^j^  to  keep  the  connectipn  of  that  same  party. 

Question.  Did  yon  understand  what  their  object  was  in  visiting  this  plantation? 

Answer.  They  went  to  hunt  some  parties.  I  understood  they  were  not  after  Sam  at 
all. 

Question.  What  part  of  the  county  was  this  in  f 

Answer.  In  the  same  section— the  northern  part  of  the  county,  near  the  places  named 
before. 

Question.  Had  Coger  recognized  any  of  these  men,  that  they  should  kill  himf 

Answer.  No, sir;  I  never  heard  of  Coger's  knowing  anything  about  who  did  it. 

By  Mr.  Rice  : 

Question.  Was  Carroll  with  them  f 
Answer.  Carroll  was  not  along  that  night. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  You  say  he  talked  plainly  to  them,  and  that  they  killed  himf 

Anstcer,  I  understoo<l  that  Irom  this  man  Taliaferro,  who  was  a  member,  and  was 
along  that  night.  He  didn't  see  the  killing.  He  said  that  the  party  was  divided  into  three 
squads,  and  that  the  squad  which  went  up  in  front  of  the  house  was  the  sqnad  that 
killed  Sam  Coger;  and  that  be  was  in  the  squad  that  went  up  in  a  different  direction. 
They  beard  the  fire,  but  didn't  know  that  Sam  was  killed,  or  anything  of  it  at  all, 
until  after  they  bad  left  there,  and  then  it  was  reported  to  the  captain  that  they  hod 
shot  a  negro  over  on  the  other  side  of  the  quarters. 

Question^  Have  you  any  information  of  the  killing  of  Cogcr,  independent  of  the 
statement  of  Talliaferro  f 

Answer.  O,  yes ;  I  know  there  was  an  inquest  held. 

Question,  It  became  a  matter  of  general  notoriety  through  the  county  f 

Answer,  O,  yes.  It  was  reported  here  by  the  colored  people  that  a  party  of  dis- 
gnised  men  had  killed  him.  Nobody  knew  who  it  was.  About  the  same  time — I 
think  it  was  a  week  or  so  later,  or  may  be  earlier,  it  was  during  the  same  month,  I 
think,  but  I  can't  be  positive  as  to  the  dates — that  a  colored  man  by  name  of  Dick 
Malone,  was  killed  by  dinguised  men,  a  portion  of  the  same  party  that  killed  Coger. 

Question,  Was  he  killed  before  Coger  was  killed  T 

Answer,  I  am  not  i)ositive,  sir.  I  think  it  was  about  the  same  time,  about  the  same 
month. 

Question.  Can  yon  give  the  particulars  of  his  death  f 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  don't  know  any  great  deal  about  the  particulars  of  his  death.  An 
inquest  was  held  over  him  by  a  magistrate  at  Brooksville.  I  think  Major  Whitfield, 
who  was  then  acting  magistrate  at  Artesia,  came  down  there  to  iuvestigatt^  the  matter. 
I  don't  know  a  great  deal  about  the  particulars ;  I  don't  know  that  I  ever  heard  them. 

Question.  Did  you  ever  hear  what  offense  was  imputed  to  Maloue,  for  which  ho  was 
killed  f 

Ansicer.  There  were  various  offenses.  He  was  said  to  have  been  obnoxious,  on  ac- 
count of  his  being  a  prominent  man  over  there  in  that  neighborhood. 
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QuaUat^  He  was  a  colored  man  promiDeDt  among  tbo  colored  people  f 

Anmcer.  Yes,  sir ;  he  seemed  to  have  been  a  veiy  good  man.  The  white  people  ap 
there,  after  he  was  killed,  said  he  was  a  good  man  and  good  citizen ;  that  nobody  in 
that  connty  found  any  fault  with  him.  8ome  white  men  that  knew  him  penonally 
said  so.    I  don't  remember  their  names  now. 

QueBtiim,  Was  he  supposed  to  have  been  killed  on  account  of  his  political  infinence 
and  the  way  he  exercised  it  f 

An&wcr,  He  was  supposed  to  have  been  killed  for  his  threats  to  resist  the  visits  of 
these  klans  that  were  riding  around.  He  had  proposed  to  give  them  a  warm  reeep- 
tion  if  they  came  around  the  place  there.  It  was  said  that  he  had  talked  with  some 
of  the  colored  men  around  there  and  proxKMed  for  them  to  arm  themselves,  and  if  they 
came  around  there  to  ^ve  them  a  fight.  That  was  the  general  rumor  among  the  col- 
ored people.  The  white  people  that  I  heard  talk  about  it  said  that  they  could  not  ac- 
count for  lus  being  killed ;  that  he  was  a  good  citazen,  a  good  negro,  and  worked  weU ; 
was  industrious  and  attended  to  his  own  business,  and  had  charge  of  a  squad  of  men 
working  some  man's  plantation. 

QuetUon,  If  yon  have  finished  the  particulars  of  his  case,  yon  may  pass  on  to  the 
next.  Did  yon  ever  hear  of  the  case  of  Bully  Jack,  a  colored  man  killed  at  Shnqnalak, 
seven  or  eight  miles  below  Macon  f 

Anmcer.  Yes,  sir ;  he  was  killed  rather  east  of  Shnqnalak.  That  occurred  in  June 
or  July,  1870, 1  don't  remember  which.  I  was  here,  I  recollect.  He  was  killed  by  par- 
ties, but  they  were  not  disguised. 

Quesiiim.  Was  he  killed  in  the  niffht  time  f 

Anncfr.  Yes,  sir;  the  wife  of  Jack  thought  that  she  knew  the  parties.  She  came 
here  before  the  investigation,  but  she  said  she  didn't  know.  I  heard  a  portion  of  her 
testimony  before  the  Jury  of  inquest. 

Question.  How  many  were  concerned  in  his  killing  T 

An/wer,  She  only  saw  two.  There  were  two  men  rode  up  to  his  door— she  swore  to 
about  what  she  told  lue  before  she  went  before  the  Jury,  and  what  she  told  me  aiid 
others  afterwards.  They  asked  for  Jack,  or  asked  who  Jived  there,  and  she  told  them ; 
and  then  they  said  that  their  wagon  had  broken  down  up  the  road  about  a  hundred 
yards,  and  wanted  him  to  go  up  and  assist  them  in  fixing  up  their  wagon — ^their  team 
or  buggy — ^wagon,  I  think  it  was.  She  went  in  and  told  her  husband  that  Mastci 
Dick  Glass,  or  Master  Bill  Glass-Hsome  man  by  the  name  of  Gloss— there  is  a  wboR 
&mily  of  them,  four  or  five  of  them.  She  named  one  of  the  Glasses,  and  if  I  am  not 
mistaken  it  was  **  Master  Dick  Glass  is  out  hero  and  wants  you,"  she  said.  She  thought 
it  was  Master  Dick  Glass,  who  lived  in  that  neighborhood,  and  who  was  a  brother-in- 
law  or  relative  of  the  man  Jack  lived  with,  or  rented  land  from.  Jack  was  renting 
land  and  working  the  place  for  himself.  They  went  out  and  Jack  walked  off.  She 
heard  them  talking  as  they  walked  along  up  the  road  towards  Mr.  Glass's  house ;  sod 
after  they  got  about  two  hundred  yards,  or  maybe  more,  from  the  gate  where  Jack 
went  out — the  gate  of  his  own  yard — she  heard  them  scuffling,  ana  the  indicatioDS 
were  that  they  bad  a  terrible  scuffle  around  the  road.  After  she  heard  Jack  making 
the  noise  then  the  shooting  commenced.  The  investigation  corroborated  the  state- 
ment, because  Jack  had  been  stabbed  several  times  and  seemed  to  have  run  off  from 
where  the  scnffliug  was,  at  least  a  hundre<l  yards,  before  he  fell.  Ho  got  away,  and  be 
was  a  very  stout  man.  The  supposition  is  that  he  got  away  from  them  after  they  had 
conimenceid  to  stab  him,  and  had  run  some  distance  before  they  fired  on  him,  and  tbej 
shot  him  and  he  fell  about  half  way  between  where  the  scuffling  commenced  in  the 
road  and  where  he  had  started  from  his  own  gate.  That  was  all  she  knew  about  it 
There  was  a  spur  picked  up  there.  The  spur  is  in  the  hands  of  the  magistrate,  I  be- 
lieve, now.  The  magistrate  told  me  down  at  Shnqnalak,  within  the  last  six  weeki, 
that  he  always  believed  he  could  go  and  put  that  spur  on  the  heel  it  came  off  oL 
Squim  Campbell  told  me  that. 

Question,  What  is  his  first  name  T 

Answer.  G.  W.  Campbell  j  at  Shnqnalak ;  he  is  a  magistrate  there,  and  had  been  for 
some  time ;  and  was  appointed  by  the  various  militi^  commanders  that  have  beeo 
here ;  also  by  Governor  Alcorn. 

Question.  Was  it  known  what  the  cause  was  for  which  Bully  Jack  was  killed? 

Answer.  Well,  sir,  I  believe  the  general  impression  was  that  he  was  killed  on  acooont 
of  his  testifying  here  before  the  grand  Jury. 

Question.  In  what  case  had  he  testified  f 

Answer.  That  I  don't  know  now,  sir ;  I  have  heard  of  it ;  some  case  down  there- 
some  killing  scrape. 

Question.  Some  case  of  homicide  t 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  He  had  identified  certain  parties,  had  ho  f 

Answer.  1  don't  know  that  he  haci.  I  might  state  just  about  what  they  told  the 
parties  who  were  sworn  here.  They  said  that  a  colored  man  who  lived  on  the  same 
place  with  Jack  went  to  Jack  several  days  before  and  advised  him  to  sell  and  go  over 
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to  Shaqnalak  and  straighten  np  his  hnsiness  and  leavd  and  go  away.  He  vms  Jack's 
hrother-in-law ;  that  is  the  truth  of  it— that  he  had  hetter  go  away ;  that  he  hod  been 
before  the  grand  Jnry  at  Macon,  and  had  told  things ;  that  he  had  bettor  go  away,  get 
settled  np  and  go.  It  was  proven,  I  believe,  that  he  went  to  the  man,  Mr.  Cy  Jenkins 
I  believe  his  name  is,  and  told  him  he  had  been  informed  that  he  had  mode  some  state- 
ments before  the  grand  jury  that  implicated  him  in  killing  a  man,  and  that  he  wanted 
to  tell  him  that  it  waa  not  so.  It  was  iiroven^  though,  that  he  had  satisfied  Mr.  Jenkins 
that  he  had  made  no  statement  that  would  implicate  him  in  any  shape  or  manner  in 
nny  outrage  or  violation  of  law.  Hence  it  was  supposed  that  it  was  all  settled,  so  far  as 
that  matter  was  concerned ;  that  was  the  evidence  that  was  brought  up  to  exonerate  Mr. 
Jenkins  from  having  any  complicity  in  the  matter ;  because  Jack  had  said  to  Mr.  Jen- 
kins that  he  hadn't  told  anything  to  implicate  him  or  any  other  party  in  that  neigh- 
borhood before  the  ^and  jury  about  the  killing  of  other  parties — some  other  men  that 
were  missing  and  atterward  found  in  the  creeks. 

Qttestion.  Yon  may  state  to  the  committee  whether  yon  ever  heard  of  two  or  more 
murders  of  colored  people  in  the  south  part  of  this  county,  near  Cooks ville.  There  is 
a  place  by  that  name,  is  there  not  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  I  don't  know  that  I  have  ever  heard  of  any  outrages  committed  in 
the  neighborhood  of  Cooksville.    I  don't  remember  to  have  heard  of  any. 

Question,  Did  you  ever  hear  of  any  outrages  committed  on  the  plantation  of  Mr. 
Whitfield,  about  thirteen  miles  from  Macon  f 

Ansicer,  Yes,  sir ;  that  is  in  the  northern  part  of  the  county.  I  stated  one  case  that 
occurred  there—Dick  Malone's  case,  on  his  plantation. 

By  Mr.  Bucklky  : 

Question.  Did  yon  ever  hear  that  a  colored  man  named  Isam  Lowry  was  whipped  at 
the  same  time,  by  tlie  same  band  of  men,  at  that  place. 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  I  heard  that.  Isam  Lowry's  case  I  don'^  remember  the  particulars 
of,  but  I  know  it  occurred  about  the  same  time,  and  it  was  the  same  night,  if  I  am  not 
mistaken.  There  were  three  women  whipped  the  same  night  either  Dick  Malone  or 
Sam  Cuger  was  killed,  I  don't  remember  which.  One  man  was  kille<l  and  three  wo- 
men whipped,  and  tliis  Isam  Lowry,  all  the  same  night.  Whether  it  was  the  night 
Dick  Malone  was  killed,  or  the  night  Sam  Coger  was  killed,  I  don't  remember,  but  it 
vfSns  said  to  have  been  done  by  the  same  party. 

Qnestion.  Did  you  ever  hear  that  a  colored  man  by  the  name  of  Ben  Daly  was 
whipped  f 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  never  heard  of  Ben's  name  before.    Ben  Daly  f 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  Did  you  hear  the  particulars  of  the  three  women  who  were  whipped  the 
same  night  f 

Anstver.  It  was  substantially  the  same  as  Betsey  Lncas,  and  she  was  one  of  the  three; 
the  other  was  Eliza  Hinton,  whipped  where  Mr.  La  Fayette  Hinton  lived.  She  formerly 
belonged  to  the  family,  and  was  living  with  one  of  the  young  Hintons. 

Question.  What  was  the  name  of  the  other  iamily  f 

Answer.  I  don't  remember ;  I  don'i  know  her  name,  and  cannot  think  of  the  man's 
name  she  was  living  with.  That  man  would  be  a  very  good  witness.  He  is  an  old 
man,  and  lives  out  here  in  the  northeast  corner  of  the  county.  He  has  lived  there  a 
long  time. 

Questiofn.  What  is  his  name  f 

Answer.  I  cannot  think  of  it  now.  It  seems  to  me  it  is  Price,  but  I  can't  be  positive. 
I  meet  him  here  occasionally  at  times.  He  is  a  very  simple  old  fellow,  and  lives  to  him- 
self out  there. 

Question.  Do  you  recollect  any  other  cases  of  whipping  or  murder  or  other  outrages 
in  this  county  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  about  the  latter  part  of  March  or  1st  of  April,  1671,  there  was 
a  half  a  dozen  cases  of  whipping  down  l^re  about  MushulaviUe,  in  this  county. 
The  most  noted  of  them  was  the  whipping  of  Aleck  Hughes.  Aleck  had  rented  a 
place  down  near  MushulaviUe.  Ho  was  a  very  industrious  young  fellow,  and 
made  a  crop  there  last  year.  This  year  he  bought  some  stock  and  they  whipped 
him  and  run  him  off.  They  whipped  him  nearly  to  death,  or  so  he  was  not  able  to 
go.  They  left  him  for  dead.  They  hung  him  up,  and  I  saw  his  back  two  months 
afterwards,  and  it  was  a  perfect  scab  then.  He  said  that  after  they  hung  him  up 
he  begged  them  not  to  kill  him,  and  they  gave  him  his  choice  to  take  five  hundred 
lashes  or  be  shot  or  hung.  He  consented  to  take  five  hundred  lashes,  and  he  said 
he  guessed  they  gave  them  to  him.  They  whipped  him,  and  he  didn't  know  when 
they  quit — didn't  know  anything  about  it.  That  is  his  own  story.  Ho  is  in  the 
county  now.  He  w^as  a  witness,  and  was  a  very  prominent  witness,  and  thought  iL  was 
not  safe  for  him  to  come  back,  and  he  is  over  at  Holly  Springs  now ;  but  his  team  and 
everything  is  out  here.    He  had  a  crop  in ;  eighteen  or  twenty  acres  in  cottou,  about 
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thirty  acres  in  com ;  I  believe  ho  has  instituted  a  snit  in  the  United  States  conrt  for 
damages  against  the  parties.    Ho  recognizetl  t\\'o  or  three  of  the  parties.    One  of  the 

Earties  that  he  recognized  on  acconut  of  a  little  horse  that  he  rode,  ttiat  lie  (Ah^'k) 
ad  owned  himself,  and  had  sold  him.  He  claims  that  he  hadn't  paid  him  fur  it,  and 
he  tbougbt  that  may  be  was  one  of  the  reasons  for  his  whipping,  because  he  had  askc-d 
him  for  the  money.  He  had  owned  a  little  horse,  and  sold  it  to  a  man  in  the  neigh- 
borhood ;  and  he  got  after  him  for  the  money,  aod  he  abused  him  and  stnick  him,  and 
a  few  nights  afterward  told  him  ho  had  got  a  little  too  saucy  and  impudent,  and  they 
bad  come  down  to  correct  him. 

Question,  Who  told  him  f 

Anstcer.  Ho  named  the  party  that  told  him  this.  I  think  it  was  the  same  man  that 
rode  his  horse.  I  don't  remember  which  one  now;  there  was  so  many.  There  were 
only  iivo  though  that  whipped  him.  They  went  to  his  house  and  took  his  gun  and 
pistol  after  they  had  whipped  him.  They  didn't  catch  him  at  his  house  at  all.  He 
was  looking  for  them — expecting  them.  He  had  heard  they  were  coming  for  him,  and 
ho  went  off  that  night.  He  was  staying  over  at  another  colored  man's  house  in  the 
uei<^hborhood. 

QuchHou.  And  they  took  his  gun  that  night  f 

Auswcr.  Yes,  sir;  after  they  whipx>ed  him;  and  they  went  to  his  house  and  got  bis 
gun  and  pistcd.  He  told  them  where  it  was,  and  they  went  and  got  it.  I  am  josi 
giving  the  outlines.    I  do  not  know  the  particulars. 

Question,  Were  those  other  negroes  whipiKjd  the  same  night  Hughes  wasT 

Anncer,  No,  sir;  I  think  not.  There  were  four  or  live  whippetl  in  one  week.  They 
just  commenced,  and  I  thiuk  they  made  a  regular  night  raid  there  for  a  week,  and 
whipped  somebody.  There  was  another  whipi)ed  named  Bill  Coleman.  He  is  here 
now,  in  town.  He  was  also  before  the  grand  jury.  He  \v:ih  wliipped  very  b:idly,  and 
run  off  from  up  there;  and  there  were  two  or  three  killed  down  there,  but  they  were 
killed  just  across  the  line  in  the  county  of  Winston.  I  have  the  names  of  the  most 
important  witnesses  in  all  these  cases,  but  I  prefer  not  to  have  them  brought  before 
this  committee,  because  I  think  they  will  need  them  before  the  court.  The  parties 
have  been  indicted — ^nearly  all  these  parties  I  speak  of— every  one  in  these  parties. 

By  Mr.  Rice: 
QueHion,  In  the  United  States  court  T  * 

Angwer.  Yes, sir;  every  oue  of  them;  and  wo  wouldn't  get  the  most  important  wit- 
nesses; but  I  have  succeeded  in  getting  the  names  of  the  witnesses  that  I  learn  know 
more  at  out  the  facts  than  those  we  have. 
Question.  But  you  don't  want  to  make  them  known  f 
Ammcer,  No,  sir,  I  don't.    I  know  it  would  be  dangerous  to  them. 
Question.  And  prevent  an  investigation  before  the  court  f 

Attswer,  Yes,  sir ;  tho  wife  of  a  man  named  Johnson  Keitt,  who  was  killed  just  acnMS 
the  line,  a  few  miles  from  Mushulaville,  and  by  a  portion  of  the  same  parties  is  oat 
there.  A  man  named  Solomon  Triplett  was  killed  over  in  Winston,  some  distance  from 
there.    That  is  the  county  west  of  this. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question,  Were  Johnson  Keitt  and  Solomon  Triplett  two  of  tho  men  3-ou  speak  of 
having  l)een  killed  a1>ont  the  same  time  across  the  line  in  Winston? 

Anstcer.  Yes,  sir.  I  thiuk  Solomon  Triplett  was  killed  in  the  fall  of  1870.  and  John- 
son Keitt  last  spring ;  about  last  March,  I  think. 

Question.  Did  you  understand  that  Keitt  and  Triplett  were  killed  by  disguised  men  ? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir.  I  have  heard  the  parties  swear — men  who  were  i>eriectly  diMU- 
terested — say  the  man  Johnson  lived  with  said  he  saw  the  parties  that  killed  him.  I 
don't  know  any  of  them.  They  rode  up  right  to  his  door.  He  was  living  with  a  whitu 
man  by  the  name  of— I  can't  thiuk  of  his  name. 

Question.  What  did  yon  understand  these  men  were  killed  for  by  the'Kn-Klnxf 

Anstcer.  There  never  was  any  cause  assigned  for  the  killiug  of  Johnson ;  but  Solo- 
mon was  supposed  to  have  beeu  killed^becanse  he  had  taken  his  wifi^  away  from 
Triplett's  where  she  was  living,  and  where  he  had  formerly  lived.  He  movedawny. 
and  him  and  Triplett  fell  out,  and  Triplett  drove  him  off.  He  got  him  a  place  at  a 
man  by  tho  name  of  Parkman — an  old  gentleman  over  there ;  I  think  it  is  Parkmau. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 
Question,  Solomon  was  killed  for  taking  his  wife  from  whomf 

Anncer,  From  Triplett.  He  had  formerly  I>elonged  to  Triplett,  and  the  only  cause 
we  coold  get  at  was  that  him  and  Triplett  fell  out  about  that. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Ques^on.  If  you  have  finished  all  the  cases  yon  remember  as  having  occurred  in 
Noxubee  County,  you  may  pass  to  other  counties  aud  stiito  to  the  committee  any  in- 
stances  of  outrage  that  have  come  to  your  knowledge. 
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Answer.  There  was  a  case  in  this  conuty  that  oceurrecl  in  the  month  of  July  last ;  I 
don't  care  to  refer  to  that,  becaase  I  don't  have  any  names.  I  gut  the  name  of  the 
mother  of  the  boy ;  that  man  was  said  to  be  murdered  out  hero.  Ho  had  been  arrested 
and  put  in  the  hands  of  a  constable  to  bring  to  Macon.  He  fastened  hiui  out  in  one  of 
the  houses  on  his  place,  and  the  follow  hasn't  been  seen  alive  since.  Afterwards  hia 
body  was  found  in  the  Torabigbee  several  days  afterwards.  His  mother,  who  recog- 
nized tlic  body  and  the  clothing,  could  be  found  out  in  that  neighborhood.  Her  DAme 
is  Ellen  Grayson.    The  name  was  given  to  me  Saturday. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question,  This  is  the  mother  of  the  man  who  was  fonnd  T 

Anmven  Yes,  sir.  She  could  give  you  more  of  the  particnlars  about  it.  I  don't  re- 
member the  man's  name  now.  These  things  are  nearly  all  reported  to  mo  that  occur, 
and  there  are  so  many  of  them  that  I  could  name  a  thousand  of  them,  I  exji^'ct,  if  I 
could  recollect  them  all.  I  make  a  memorandum  of  them  and  lay  them  a  way.  I  don't 
remember  his  name.  I  make  a  memorandum  of  the  names  and  the  parties  \vho  know 
about  it.  The  servant  woman  that  lived  with  Bridges,  the  constable,  the  woman  that 
lived  with  him,  is  a  very  important  witness  in  the  matter,  and  I  have  her  name. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question,  Lived  with  him  f 

Answtr,  This  woman  lived  at  Bridges',  where  this  man  was  taken  from. 

Question,  ^lie  was  the  woman  who  lived  with  the  constable  t 

Answir.  Not  the  mother  of  this  man,  but  the  woman  that  did  live  with  him  at  that 
time,  will,  in  all  ijrobability,  give  the  most  important  evidence  in  relation  to  the 
matter. 

Question.  What  was  this  son  of  Ellen  Grayson's  arrested  for  t 

Answer.  They  charged  him  with  horse-stealing,  as  I  understood. 

Question.  Did  you  understand  that  he  was  taken  by  a  body  of  disguised  men,  from 
this  house  where  he  had  been  placed  by  the  constable  ? 

Answer.  The  evidence,  so  far  as  I  have  understood  from  parties  who  claim  to  have 
known  something  about  it — all  I  have  heard  about  it — has  been  hearsay.  There  was 
a  party  of  men  come  there  and  took  him  off,  but  it  doesn't  appear  that  they  were  dis- 
gstsed  at  all. 

Question.  They  wore  not  disguised  f.    Did  they  not  take  him  off  at  night  T 

Anstecr.  Yes,  sir;  that  is  the  reason  I  gave  you  these  references.  This  woman  that 
livfd  at  the  constable's  sent  mo  word;  I  was  out  in  that  neighborhood  not  long  ago,  and 
Khe  sent  me  word  that  if  she  had  protection,  she  could  tell  all  about  the  whole  thing. 
She  knew  who  came  and  got  him,  and  who  was  there,  and  what  they  did  to  hiui,  and 
all;  that  she  was  right  next  door  to  where  they  took  him  out  of  the  house;  and  she 
said  she  saw  the  imrties,  and  from  what  she  says,  the  parties  were  not  disguised,  as  she ' 
i*ecognized  the  most  of  them,  or  all  of  them.  Her  name  I  can't  remember,  but  1  have 
it,  and  can  furnish  it,  if  the  committee  see  lit  to  send  for  her.  I  believe  that  is  about 
all  the  cases  I  have  heard  of  that  yon  can  get  any  clew  to  or  facts  about.  What  I  have 
stated,  1  have  stated  on  what  we  have  had  before  us  on  the  testimony  of  those  who 
claimed  to  know,  and  it  will  assist  you  in  getting  at  those  parties  who  may  give  you 
some  facts. 

Question.  Were  all  the  cases  you  have  mentioned  investigated  by  the  grand  jury 
at  Oxford  ? 

Ausicer.  With  the  exception  of  the  last  case,  they  wore. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question.  This  c:iso  about  this  man  found  here  in  the  river  f 

Answer.  Y'es,  sir. 

Question.  That  was  not  ? 

Answer.  That  was  not.  The  grand  jury  adjourned  about  that  time.  There  was 
another  case  up  here  about  the  same  time,  which  I  had  forgotten.  Just  about  the 
same  time  there  wjis  a  man  killed  up  here  by»a  party  of  men  who  were  not  disguised. 
That  was  in  this  county,  about  two  miles  from  Brooksville. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  When  did  that  occur  T 

Ans^c{r.  It  occurred  in  the  month  of  June. 

Question,  Last? 

Ansioer.  Yes,  sir;  I  think  it  was  about  the  middle,  or  somewhere  there,  about  the 
12th  or  J 5th  of  Juno. 

Question.  What  was  the  name  of  the  man  killed  f 

Answer,  I  am  unable  to  state.  The  verdict  of  the  jury  is  here  in  the  clerk's  office 
Wissler,  the  magistrate,  the  man  who  was  killed  here  a  few  nights  ago,  was  the  coro- 
ner in  that  case ;  Mr.  Beed  hero  was  a  member  of  the  Jury  of  inquest,  and  could  give 
von  some  facts. 
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Qti£$Hon.  Toa  may  give  the  particnlars  as  &r  as  yoa  have  beard  tbem. 

Answer.  I  do  not  know,  sir,  that  I  am  able  to  give  yon  any  particalars  aboat  it.  I 
just  know  that  this  man  was  killed.  I  beard  be  was  killed,  and  that  Wisaler  aod  a 
magistrate  up  there  held  an  inquest  over  him. 

Que»lion.  Was  be  a  colored  man  f 

AMwer,  Yes,  sir;  and  their  verdict  was  that  be  came  to  bis  death  by  pistol  and  gnn* 
shot  wounds  in  the  hands  of  nnknown  parties. 

Question.  Yon  name  Mr.  Wissler.  You  may  state  if  yoa  know,  or  ever  beard,  any 
particulars  of  his  assassination  ? 

AnsKer,  No,  sir ;  I  know  nothing  of  the  particnlars  of  bis  assassination. 

Question.  Wissler  was  a  deputy  marshal  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  be  was  soecial  deputy.    He  bad  been  a  magistrate  here. 

By  Mr.  Rice: 
Question.  A  coroner  f 
Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  for  this  coanty. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  Did  you  hear  that  be  bad  been  killed  in  Macon,  in  the  night-time,  and  thi« 
past  week  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Did  you  learn  that  be  was  fired  npon  by  parties  oatside  of  bia  boose  m 
tbeuigbt-timof 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question.  Where  was  be  fired  upon  f 

Answer.  By  parties  in  the  street. 

Question.  Was  be  in  bis  bonse  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  be  was  in  bis  house,  and  the  window-glasses  show  that  the  parties 
fired  from  tbe  outside.  They  were  broken  in.  I  saw  the  windows  myself.  There  waft 
no  curtain  up.  He  was  fixing  tbe  bed  in  the  room.  The  windows  are  within  aboot 
tot  feet  of  the  street. 

By  tbe  Chairman  : 

Question.  He  was  a  white  man  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Are  you  able  to  state  any  further  cases  that  yon  have  oatside  of  Noznbee 
County  of  which  yon  have  any  information  f 

Answer.  Well,  no,  sir;  none  that  I-— I  have  heard  of  a  great  many.  I  have 
beard  the  evidence  in  a  great  many  cases,  in  Winston  and  other  counties,  bat  I  do  not 
give  as  much  attention  to  them  as  I  do  to  the  cases  in  Noxubee.  I  try  to  keep  tbe  ran 
of  the  eases  in  this  connty,  in  order  to  assist  tbe  proper  authorities  in  bringing  the 
parties  to  Justice,  and  getting  the  witnesses.  I  would  not  attempt  to  even  state  any 
cases  that  I  have  heard  of  in  other  counties. 

Question.  W^ill  yon  be  able  to  make  a  fuller  list  by  referring  to  yonr  memorandom? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  I  will  be  able  to  name  the  parties  in  tbe  several  cases,  and  the  wit- 
nesses. That  is  about  all  I  will  be  able  to  do,  and  I  will  be  able  to  state  dates  more 
correctly. 

Question.  Yon  may  do  that,  and  hand  tbe  list  to  tbe  committee  by  to-monow  or 
Wednesday. 

Answer.  I  will  do  it  by  Wednesday,  but  I  will  be  away  this  evening,  and  have  no 
opportunity. 

Question.  What  is  your  knowledge  or  information  as  to  tbe  existence  of  a  seoet 
organization  in  this  or  the  adjoining  counties  f 

Answer.  I  have  no  knowledge  of  my  own  of  the  existence  of  any  secret  ofganizsr 
tion. 

Question.  Have  yon  any  information  on  that  subject  f 

Answer.  Well,  I  have  information  of  parties  who  claim  to  have  belonged,  to  have 
been  in  their  meeting. 

Question.  What  is  yonr  information  upon  that  bead? 

Anstver,  I  think  it  was  in  March  last  I  got  acquainted ;  prior  to  that  time 
I  got  acquainted  with  him,  and  then  the  second  time  met  a  man  I  had  seen  about  tbe 
streets  here  for  the  last  year;  we  lived  up  in  the  northern  part  of  this  county,  at  Brooks- 
ville.  He  came  to  Jackson,  and  being  from  my  county  np  here,  of  coarse  I  treated 
him  with  what  I  thought  was  proper  courtesy,  and  invited  him  down  to  my  room.  Ho 
called  down,  and  be  told  me  that  be  could  give  me  a  good  deal  of  information  abont 
this  organization  commonly  known  as  the  Ku-Klux  Klan,  and  he  went  on  and  told  me 
abont  it,  after  telling  me  the  danger  he  was  in«  or  would  be  iu,  in  telling  me ;  that  I 
sboald  do  bim  no  barm  in  tbe  matter  by  exposing  him.    He  told  me  that  in  IBG9  he 
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Joined  an  oath-bonnd  society  at  Brookvillo,  by  the  name  of  tlie  ''White  Rose ;"  that 
was  what  they  called  it ;  that  be  nuderstood  it  was  for  the  purpose  of  bringing  thieves 
to  justice,  but  there  was  no  penalty  attached  to  the  oath  for  a  violation  of  any  of  the 
by-laws  of  the  society.  He  said  he  met  the  members  at  two  meetings.  About  sis  or 
eight  months  after  that  he  was  invited  to  a  meeting  in  the  woods ;  he  went  down,  and 
the  parties  all  met  there ;  they  had  their  disguises ;  they  got  down  and  formed  a  circle. 
The  captain  in  the  centre  swore  in  new  members,  put  on  their  disguises,  and  they 
made  propositions  what  parties  could  be  visited  in  the  county — what  white  men  and 
what  black  men  j  and  he  said  the  next  meeting  was  given  out,  and  they  met  again,  and 
at  that  meeting  it  was  voted  that  they  should  visit  this  settlement  that  I  have  Just 
spoken  of,  or  Mr.  May,  where  these  darkies  were  living— colored  people  living-— go  and 
whip  these  women  that  I  was  talking  about.  He  said  he  went  on  that  occasion ;  he 
was  with  them ;  ho  was  present.  He  said  that  there  was  another  meeting ;  that  tbey 
were  to  go  after  some  parties  and  he  refused  to  go,  or  did  hot  go,  and  it  got  to  be  talked 
around  among  the  members  of  the  Klan  that  he  had  not  been  resworn  in ;  that  is, 
he  hadn't  been  sworn  into  the  Ku-Klan  Klan ;  that  the  oath  he  had  taken  as  a  mem- 
ber of  the  ''White  Rose''  was  not  sufficiently  binding  as  a  member  of  the  other  order, 
and  he  was  required  to  take  an  additional  oath,  and  he  refused,  and  they  gave  him  a 
certain  length  of  time  to  make  up  his  mind,  and  he  said  that  ho  came  to  Jackson.  That 
is  what  he  told  me — that  that  was  the  reason  he  was  there ;  that  he  came  oif  on  that 
account. 

Question.  Had  yon  had  an^  previous  acquaintance  with  him  f 

Aiuwer,  1  had  only  seen  him  here  on  the  street.  He  moved  in  the  best  circle  in  this 
ooiinty. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question,  Was  that  Taliaferro  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir.  There  was  nothing  spoken — I  never  heard  anything  contrary  to 
his  reputation  as  a  man  and  gentleman  at  all,  until  after  his  going  before  the  grand 
Jury,  or  about  the  time  he  went  to  Jackson,  when  it  was  reported  that  he  had  exposed 
the  Ku-KIux  Klan  in  this  county.  There  are  gentlemen  in  this  county — verv  clever, 
nice  gentlemen,  and  some  of  the  very  first  families— that  have  since  denounced  him  as 
a  thief,  and  scoundrel,  and  everything  else ;  that  Just  a  week  or  two  prior  to  that  time 
he  was  taken  into  their  family  circles  and  introduced  as  a  gentleman  and  everything 
of  the  kind. 

By  the  Chaibman  : 

Question,  Do  yon  know,  or  have  you  been  informed,  of  any  influence  being  brought  to 
bear  on  the  colored  voters,  to  deter  them  from  voting,  or  to  influence  their  political 
action  at  the  polls  f 

Anstoer,  No,  sir ;  I  have  not  since  last  spring.  There  was,  last  spring,  a  great  many 
threats  made. about  colored  people  voting,  and  this  organization  was  threatening  a 
great  many  colored  people,  by  men  that  claimed  to  have  nothing  to  do  with  it. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 
Question,  Have  yon  had  any  election  in  your  State  since  1869  f 
Anstcer,  No,  sir;  none  at  all. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question,  What  was  the  character  of  those  threats  yon  speak  off 

Answer.  The  character  of  them  was  about  this :  I  will  not  say  that  I  know  of  them — 
threats  being  made  of  that  kind,  but  I  have  heard  of  threats  being  made  that  this 
Klan  would  see  to  the  negroes  voting,  or  how  they  voted.  I  have  had  gentlemen  to 
tell  me,  right  on  the  streets  here,  that  we  would  not  be  able  to  carry  this  county ; 
though  we  had  a  migority  of  two  thousand  in  the  county,  that  we  would  never  be  able 
to  can*)*  it  again.  That  was  last  spring.  Since  the  investigation  of  some  of  these  out- 
rages, I  have  heard  of  no  threats  at  all  of  men.  Since  this  canvass  opened  I  have  heard 
of  no  threats.    1  have  been  through  the  county  as  much  as  anybody  in  it,  I  reckon. 

Question.  The  colored  population  greatly  exceed  the  white  population  of  this  county, 
do  they  not  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  The  census,  I  observe,  states  the  white  population  to  be,  I  believe, 
5,107,  and  the  black  population  15,798.  Is  that  about  the  population,  according  to 
your  knowledge  and  information  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  about  it,  sir. 

Question.  Do  you  know  of  any  colored  churches  or«chool-houses  being  burned  in  this 
county  t 

Answer,  There  have  been  one  or  two  colored  school-houses  burned  in  theconnty; 
there  was  one  at  Shnqualak,  and  one  was  burned  within  the  last  ten  days  at  Brooks- 
ville.    That  is  about  all  the  colored  school-houses  burned.    There  have  been  one  or 
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two  "wliito  scbool-honses,  out  bore  in  the  sonthwest  comer  of  the  county,  bninecL 
Three  of  them  were  burned  during  the  year  1870  and  the  spring  of  1871. 

Question,  What  information  have  you  of  the  burning  of  the  colored  school  at  Sbn- 
qnalak  f 

Jnsirer.  I  have  none,  sir.  All  the  burnings  have  been  wrapped  up  in  mystery.  No- 
body knew  anything  about  them. 

Question,  Huve  you  any  information  of  that  burning  at  Brooksvillef 

Answer,  None  at  all,  only  that  it  was  burned  up. 

Question,  What  is  the  sentiment  of  the  whites  in  this  county  as  to  the  colored 
schools  f 

Ansicer.  Well,  sir,  in  a  portion  of  the  county  the  majority  of  the  whites,  I  think,  are 
favorable;  in  all  the  northeiist  jwrtion  of  the' county',  and  Macon  beat  here,  and  |in>- 
bably  Shuqualak  and  that  district  down  there,  the  majority  of  the  whites,  I  think, 
are  favorable  to  the  frc«  schools ;  but  in  the  southeast  comer,  and  southwest  corner, 
and  the  northwest  corner  of  the  county,  and  all  the  west  part  of  the  county,  the  mo>t 
of  the  whites  arc  opposed  to  free  schools  for  anybody,  white  or  black.  I  baive  met  a 
great  many  persons  and  talked  with  them.  I  met  a  leading  man  in  the  northwest 
comer  of  the  county  who  keeps  a  store  ui>  there,  a  wealthy  man,  and  be  told  me  be 
thought  it  an  outrage.  He  thought  the  principle  was  wrong  that  ho  should  be  taxed 
to  educate  other  people's  children  ;  he  said  he  had  to  educate  his  own,  and  he  did  not 
think  it  was  right.  It  is  generally  said  that  what  he  says  is  the  sentiment  of  hit 
whole  community.  He  is  a  very  quiet  man,  though,  and  I  have  never  heard  of  his  par* 
ticipating  in  the  disturbances.     That  is  pretty  generally  the  feeling. 

Question.  Is  that  the  sole  objection  made  to  the  free  schools,  the  expense  it  entails  itf 
the  shape  of  taxes  ? 

Answer,  That  is  the  only  public  objection  they  make.  What  their  private  views  are 
I  do  not  pretend  to  say  at  ail.  The  only  objection  I  have  heard  of  their  making  to 
anj"  of  the  friends  of  the  system  is  that  they  did  not  think  they  ought  to  bo  taxed  tu 
su])i>ort  them. 

Question,  Do  you  hear  any  opposition  to  colored  suffrage? 

Answer.  Well,  no,  sir;  there  is  no  open  opposition  in  this  county,  scarcely;  onr 
paper  here  opposes  it ;  it  has  at  its  head  a  motto, "  All  the  time  in  opposition  to  ne«:ro 
sutlVage;''  that  is,  it  raised  it  after  the  election  of  18G9,  and  pulled  it  down  a  ieir 
weeks  ago.  I  presume  they  will  raise  it  atrain  after  this  election  is  over ;  everybody 
that  is  a  candidate  now  for  every  party  claims  to  be  a  friend  to  universal  snffrase. 
We  have  tbree  or  four  tickets  in  the  field,  all  claiming  to  be  friends  to  negro  snffni;:''. 

Question.  That  was  the  motto  of  the  democratic  paper  publisihed  here  from  iNil 
until  within  a  few  weeks  past,  I  understand  you  T 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  they  raised  it  right  afterthe  election  in  1869;  I  think  the  roott<» 
was,  *'  Uncompromising  opposition  to  negro  suffrage; ''  that  is  the  substance,  bat  not 
the  exact  language. 

Question,  Have  you  heard  any  considerable  number  of  democrats  denounce  that 
motto  as  not  representing  the  sentiments  of  the  democratic  party  in  this  county  f 

Ansicer.  No,  sir  ;  I  have  heard  some  few.  1  have  heard  it  myself,  that  motto,  and  I 
have  heard  one  or  two  say  that  it  did  not  represent  the  sentiments  of  their  party.  The 
most  proiuineut  democrats  here  now  claim  that  there  is  no  opposition  to  universal  suf- 
frage or  free  schools,  and  that  they  are  not  opposed  to  radicalism. 

Question,  Do  yon  believe  them  to  be  sincere  in  the  sentiments  they  express? 

Answer.  No,  sir;  I  don't  believe  them. 

Question.  Have  there  been  any  cases  in  which  any  white  men,  implicated  in  the  vari- 
ous outrages  you  have  detailed,  have  ever  been  brought  to  justice  and  punished! 

Answer.  None  ;  I  never  have  heard  of  one  yet  being  punished.  I  have  heard  of  sev- 
eral attempts  to  investigate,  but  they  have  never  succeeded.  I  have  bad  witnesses  tell 
me  that  they  have  gone  before  grand  juries  here— I  know  witnesses  that  told  me  they 
were  going  before  grand  juries  to  report  certain  parties  that  they  recognized  that  liatl 
committed  outrages,  and  they  went  before  the  grand  juries  and  have  seen  parties  ou 
that  grand  jury  that  they  knew  wete  connected  with  the  Klan,  or  were  members  of  th«" 
bands  that  had  committed  these  outrages ;  and  they  then  and  there  stated  that  they 
didn^t  know  anything  about  it — Just  heard  of  it.  They  said  they  didn't  think  it  wju» 
safe  to  do  so,  and  I  know  it  was  so.  There  are  white  men  in  this  town ;  I  know  a  man 
that  has  lived  here  always,  and  probably  has  at  stake  as  much  as  anybody  in  tbn 
county ;  he  told  me  this  morning  that  he  wouldn't  testify  what  he  knew  bef«»re 
this  committee,  because,  he  said,  it  would  be  published;  he  said  he  didn't  intecd  to 
be  slaughtered.  There  are  plenty  of  men  here,  sir,  tbat  will  not  do  it.  They  doH'l  be- 
lieve that  there  will  be  any  ettort  made — that  their  testimony  before  this  committ*-** 
will  simply  amount  to  informing  the  outside  world  as  to  these  outrages,  and  that  i" 
about  all;  and  that  they  will  not  lend  any  aid  at  all  to  bring  these  parties  to  jQi»tire> 
and  it  will  only  place  them  in  the  position  of  being  more  obnoxious  to  these  men  and 
more  liable  to  be  killed. 
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Qucsfhn.  Thoy  are  afraid  they  Tvill  draw  down  the  vcngcanco  of  any  parties  tbcy 
will  implicate  by  their  testimony  T  • 

Ansiva',  That  is  it  exactly ;  aud  it  is  the  lielief  of  nine-tenths  of  the  people  around 
in  this  whole  comninnity  that  this  caused  Wisslcr's  death.  Wissler  livc<l  here  in  Win- 
ston Connty,  and  knew  more  abont  these  men  that  have  been  engaged  iu  burning 
8i*liool-houses  and  whipping  and  killing,  than  anybody  else. 

Question.  Was  it  known  before  Wissler's  death  that  this  committee  would  probably 
visit  this  portion  of  Mississippi  and  inquire  into  the  condition  of  things  here! 

Awftter,  Yes,  sir. 

i^estion.  That  was  a  matter  generally  understood,  was  it  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Queaiion.  Is  it  your  opinion  that  he  was  killed  with  a  view  of  depriving  this  com- 
mittee of  the  benefit  of  his  evidence? 

Antiwei'.  No,  sir;  I  don't  think  it  was — not  this  committee.  I  believe  he  was  killed 
with  a  view  to  deprive  the  grand  jury  at  Oxford  of  certain  evidence  against  parties 
already  indicted  before  that  court  at  Oxford — from  evidence  against  parties  that  had 
already  been  indicted  by  the  grand  Jury  there  at  the  last  term,  but  I  don't  believe  it 
WU49  to  deprive  this  committee  at  all. 

By  Mr.  Bl4IR  : 

Question.  Was  he  before  that  grand  jnryf 

Answer.  Yes,  sir :  he  wasfi't  questioned,\hongh.  lie  wasn't  questioned  as  to  outrages 
at  all.  Ho  begged  that  he  should  not  be  questioned  as  to  that,  lie  was  only  questioned 
uH  to  his  knowledge  of  the  violations  of  the  revenue  laws.  I  know  that  I  heard  Wissler 
Hay  here  publicly,  he  has  boasted  around  here  on  the  streets,  he  did  it.  The  very  day 
he  was  killed  he  said  here  iu  the  court-room  that  he  intc^nded  to  make  cert^iin  parties — 
that  he  had  begged  the  foreman  of  the  grand  jury  not  to  question  relative  to  outrages 
committed  by  disguised  parties  in  Winstou  County,  and  that  he  was  not  questioued 
at  all;  aud  that  he  intended  to  go  before  the  court,  however,  aud  would  be  a  witness 
there. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  Is  it  your  belief  that  there  is  such  a  state  of  alarm  among  the  colored 
people  of  this  county  as  will  deter  them  from  coming  before  this  committee  and  freely 
testifying  as  to  what  they  know  in  relation  to  the  outrages  of  which  they  have  any 
inlbrinntion  or  knowledge  t 

Ansxcer.  Well,  in  various  portions  of  the  connty  there  is  such  a  state  of  feeling  as 
would  deter  them  ;  but  not  all  the  county.  Yon  see,  colored  people,  after  they  come 
hero  and  testify,  and  they  go  back  to  their  houses,  are  at  the  mercy  of  these  fellows; 
and  they  know  that,  and  they  would  not  do  it  unless  they  thought  there  would  bo 
Bomo  action — some  steps — taken  to  defend  them. 

Question.  Unless  they  would  be  i)rotected? 

Anstcer.  Yes,  sir ;  unless  they  would  be  protected,  or  some  steps  were  taken  to  bring 
the  parties  to  justice. 

By  Mr.  Rice  : 

Question.  How  do  the  colored  people  of  this  county  vote  when  left  free  to  vote  f 
With  which  party  would  they  vote? 

Answer.  There  is  is  not  one  iu  a  thousand  would  not  vote  ri^^ht  straight  out  the 
republican  ticket.    They  will  vote  for  the  nominees  of  the  republican  ticket. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 

Question.  You  spoke  of  a  man  named  Doss.    Do  you  know  his  given  name  f 

A  nsirer.  Charles  M.  Doss  is  the  man  I  speak  of. 

Question.  Is  he  a  violent  man  t 

Answer.  He  has  been  so  regarded  in  this  community.  He  is  considered  a  perfect 
terror  here  to  everybody  when  he  felt  like  it. 

Question.  Can  you  state  to  tht^  conunittee  whether  he  has  ever  made  any  demonstra- 
tions at  any  time  against  the  civil  otScers  here  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  know  he  has. 

Question.  Did  yon  see  him  interfere  with  or  fire  on  a  magistrate's  court,  convened  to 
investigate  a  case  of  murder,  where  a  man  named  Eskridge  was  charged  with  killing 
n  in.'in  at  or  near  Shuqualak  ! 

Ans^rir.  1  was  iu  town  at  the  time,  but  I  was  not  in  the  court-house.  I  didn't  get 
tb<'re  till  after  it  was  all  over. 

Qu€stion.  State  what  transpired. 

Answer.  There  was  a  good  deal  of  excitement  when  I  came  down  to  the  court-house 
from  home ;  it  was  conmionly  rumored  around  town  that  he  had  broken  up  the  court. 
There  were  three  magistrates  sitting  on  the  case,  and  he  ran  them  all  three  off,  and 
everybody  else — half  a  dozen  deputy  sherifis  and  constables,  aud  everybody  else.    Ho 
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ran  tbom  all  out  of  the  courtrhoiue,  and  M^jor  Baakerrill  was  the  only  man  who  took 
hold  of  him.  • 

Question.  Was  he  armed  at  the  time  f 

A  nstcer.  It  is  said  that  he  jost  had  a  big  pistol ;  just  flonrishing  it  aroand  in  a  threat- 
eniug  and  ancry  manner.  Nobody  went  pear  him.  It  was  a  deputy  sheriff  that  first 
attempted  it,  uat  he  drove  the  deputy  sheriff  off.  That  is—I  don't  know  this;  I  didn't 
see  it — but  that  is  the  common  rumor  about  town.  I  used  the  same  thing  in  support 
of  a  measure  in  the  legislature  to  call  u^on  the  Federal  troops  here.  I  u^  that  as  a 
point  in  my  argument,  that  he  did  do  it  and  walk  away  from  here  without  being  ai- 
rested.  I  don't  know  that  he  was  ever  arrested  for  it.  X  don't  think  any  grnind  jory 
ever  found  a  bill  against  him.    I  know  they  didn't. 

Question.  Did  you  ever  hear  of  the  killing  of  a  man  named  Hopkins,  near  the  Wiiu- 
ton  County  line  t 

Anncer.  A  colored  man  f 

Question,  I  believe  he  was  a  colored  man. 

Anstver,  I  don't  remember  the  name  of  Hopkins. 

Question.  Did  you  ever  hear  that  the  negroes  living  on  the  plantation  of  Mr.  Wil- 
banks  were  whipped  by  men  in  disguise  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  but  I  never  heard  any  of  the  particulars  about  those  parties  that 
were  whipped  at  Wilbanks's  plantation. 

Question.  I  believe  you  stated  that  Betsey  Lucas  was  whipped  for  living  with  a  white 
man? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  Robert  Jackson. 

Question.  Did  yon  understand  he  was  working  the  plantation  f 

AnstDcr.  Yes,  sir ;  he  had  her  hired,  he  stated  nimself,  paying  her  wages. 

Question.  Did  you  understand  he  was  the  owner  of  the  plantation  f 

Anstcer.  No,  sir ;  he  had  the  place  rented,  I  understood. 

Question,  Yon  spoke  about  some  other  women  being  whipped ;  were  they  whipped  for 
similar  causes  f 

Answer.  I  believe  this  woman  at  Hinton's  was  whipped  for  a  similar  cause. 

Question.  Did  you  understand  what  was  done  with  the  white  men  f 

Ansicer.  I  understood  that  they  whipped  Jackson.  I  don't  know  whether  they  did  or 
not.    I  understood  that  they  whipped  Jackson — ^took  him  out  and  whipped  him. 

Question.  Did  you  ever  hear  of  the  killing  of  a  colored  school-teacher,  who  was  living 
neai^the  Alabama  State  line,  in  this  county  f 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  don't  know  as  I  did. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question.  This  man  Wissler  was  under  indictment  for  murder,  was  he  not  f 

Anstoer.  I  don't  know,  sir. 

Question.  You  never  heard  that  f 

Answer.  I  never  heard  that  ho  was  under  indictment  for  murder. 

Question.  What  was  he  under  indictment  for  f 

Answer.  I  never  heard  that  he  was  under  indictment  for  anything.  I  never  heard  of 
his  being  indicted.  I  believe  there  was  an  indictment  i>ending  against  him  for  m^- 
feasance  in  office,  or  something  of  that  kind,  as  a  magistrate,  in  turning  over  public 
funds.  I  think  there  was  an  indictment  of  that  character  against  him— defaulting,  or 
something  of  that  kind. 

Question.  Were  there  not  several  indictments  against  him  for  embezzlement  of  publie 
funds  f 

Answer.  There  may  have  been.  I  have  heard  that  there  were  indictments  against 
him. 

Question.  Did  ^ou  ever  hear  that  ho  robbed  and  killed  a  man,  and  bnmed  him  up  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  heard  that. 

Question.  What  was  the  man's  name  that  he  burned  f 

Anstcer.  Shipley,  I  believe,  was  the  man's  name. 

Question.  Do  you  not  know  that  he  was  under  indictment  for  that  killing  f 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Do  you  not  know  that  he  was  on  bail,  and  that  the  lieutenant  governor 
was  on  his  bond  f 

Answer.  I  know  that  he  was  out  on  bail,  but  not  that  he  was  under  indictment. 
There  never  has  been  a  court  nor  a  grand  jury  sitting  in  this  county  since  the  ae4 
occorred.    There  was  no  indictment  against  him  for  it  at  all. 

Question.  Was  he  committed  by  a  magistrate  for  it  and  held  to  bail  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Then  he  was  held  to  bail  for  that  murder— charged  with  that  murder  and 
held  to  bail  T 

Answer.  He  was  committed  by  a  magistrate,  and  taken  before  a  circuit  judge  on  a  vmi 
oi  habeas  corpus,  his  bail  fixed  at  $5,000  for  manslaughter,  for  his  appearance  at  the  next 
term  of  court  of  the  county  of  Alcorn,  I  believe,  of  this  State,  and  the  lienteaaDl 
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governor  and  other  parHes  went  on  his  hond ;  and  the  regular  term  of  conrt  was  in  the 
month  of— commenced  last  month,  in  October  some  time,  and  on  account  of  the  code  of 
this  State  not  being  published,  the  Judge  postponed  the  court,  and  they  have  held  no 
court  in  the  county. 

QuesHotu  What  were  the  circumstances  attending  the  killing  of  this  man  Shipley  by 
Wisslerf 

Answer,  I  don't  know  anything  about  that,  sir.  I  read  Judge  Davis's  opinion,  in 
which  he  fixed  the  bond,  justifying  his  action.  It  was  a  written  opinion  which  was 
published,  and  I  only  know  from  that.    I  got  some  ideas  from  that. 

QueBtunu  What  ideas  did  you  get  from  that  f 

Ansiver,  I  don't  know  that  I  could  state  Just  now  any  of  the  points  he  proposed  to 
make. 

Question,  He  was  brought  before  Judge  Davis  on  a  writ  of  habeas  carpus  f 

Anstcer,  Yes,  sir. 

Qitesiian.  And  Judge  Davis,  instead  of  releasing  him,  put  his  bail  higher? 

Anstver,  He  did  that ;  yes,  sir. 

Quesiiom  And  the  allegation  was  that  he  had  robbed  Shipley  f 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  not  a  bit  of  that. 

Question,  That  he  had  killed  this  man  Shipley  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 
•  Question,  By  burning  him  with  kerosene  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  and  he  made  out  that  it  was  a  criminal  negligence ;  that  it  was 
not  done  with  any  malice  aforethought ;  and  that  it  was  a  negligence  that  amounted 
to  criminality.  That  was,  I  think,  about  the  language,  or  a  portion  of  it,  used  by 
Judge  Davis. 

Question,  Have  you  ever  heard  his  killing  here  the  other  day  ascribed  to  any  motive 
of  revenge  on  the  part  of  the  friends  of  Shipley  f 

Answer,  I  have  heard  a  thousand  different 

Question,  You  did  not  mention  that,  though,  that  it  was  on  account  of  his  being 
acquainted  with  some  evidence  f 

Answer,  I  did  not  say  that  that  was  the  only  one  at  all.  I  said  that  it  was  the  opinion 
of  a  majority  of  the  persons  that  I  had  heard  speak  about  it  in  this  community-— I  think 
that  was  my  language — that  he  bad  been  killed  in  order  to  deprive  the  court  of  some 
evidence  that  might  be  valuable  in  convicting  parties  that  are  already  indicted.  That 
was  about  what 

Question,  You  have  also  heard  it  ascribed  to  motives  of  revenge  on  the  part  of  the 
friends  of  the  murdered  man  T 

Answer,  Yes,  sir;  I  have  heard  that. 

Question.  Any  other  m(»tives  ascribed  for  the  killing  f 

Answer,  I  have  heard  some  parties  sa^  that  it  was^I  believe  I  heard  it  only  fh>m 
one  party— that  it  was  by  some  of  his  wife's  relations  in  Winston  County,  who  were  also 
indicted ;  that  his  wife,  Mrs.  Wissler,  had  received  a  letter  from  her  brother  in  Winston, 
notifying  her  that  her  husband  was  in  danger,  and  to  tell  him  to  look  out ;  that  he 
would  not  hurt  him  himself,  but  that  he  had  bettor  look  out  for  himself.  This  is  what 
I  heard  Mrs.  Wissler  told  several  white  parties ;  I  don't  know  whether  it  is  so ;  I 
never  heard  her  say  so. 

Question,  Why  were  her  relatives  aroused  against  him  f 

Answer,  I  believe  there  has  been  an  old  family  feud  between  her  relatives  and 
Wissler. 

Question,  Have  yon  ever  heard  his  account  of  it  f 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  I  remember  of  hearing  Wissler  tell  a  story  about  some  of  his  wife's 
relations  coming  to  him  one  night,  over  there  where  he  lived  at  the  time,  to  take  him 
out  and  whip  hun,  and  they  were  disguised.  He  recognized  one  or  two  of  them ;  and 
he  learned  afterward  that  they  wero  all  his  wife's  relations. 

Question,  He  did  not  ascribe  any  motive  to  them,  or  say  wh^  they  did  this  f 

Answer,  I  do  not  know  that  I  remember  his  givinp^  or  ascribmg  any  motive  to  them. 

Question,  Did  he  never  say  what  the  quarrel  origmated  in  f 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  I  do  not  know  that  I  ever  heara  him  say. 

Question,  Did  you  ever  hear  anybody  else  say  T 

Answer,  No,  sir;  I  don't  remember  that  I  ever  heard  anybody  else  sav. 

QussUon,  Who  was  that  white  man,  of  character  and  property  here,  who  told 
you  that  he  was  afraid  to  tell  all  he  knew  about  the  Ku-Klux  f 

^fi4|Mfr.  That  waa->I  don't  know  now,  in  the  way  it  was  given  to  me,  as  I  ought  to 
have  mentioned  it.    I  prefer  that  you  would  not  insist  on  my  answering  that  question. 

Question,  I  insist  upon  your  answering  it. 

Answer,  He  did  not  say  that — ^what  he  knew  about  the  Ku-Klux ;  I  did  not  use  that 
word ;  I  said  that  a  gentleman  of  standing  here  told  me  this  morning — a  man  of 
wealth — ^that  he  wonla  not  even  come  before  this  committee  and  state  what  he  knew 
relative  to  outrages  being  committed  in  the  county.  I  didn't  say  anything  about  Ka* 
Klux — whether  it  was  by  Ku-Kluz  or  who. 
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Qneation,  That  is  what  I  wanted  to  koow ;  tb**  name  of  the  man  who  told  you  that. 
By  the  Cbairman: 

Question,  Do  you  think  it  would  be  a  betrayal  of  his  confidence  if  you  were  to  do 
8of 

Anstcer.  Yes,  sir ;  that  is  just  it.  lie  said  it  to  me  on  the  street,  in  the  presence  of 
another  gentleman,  and  we  are  both  consid'^red  friends  of  his,  and  he  is  a  man  stand- 
ing high  in  this  county. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question.  That  is  the  reason  I  want  to  know  his  name. 

Mr.  Rk^k.  We  have  excused  witnesses  where  they  have  got  information  under  such 
circumstances. 

The  Witness.  I  do  not  know  that  it  would  amount  to  a  great  deal.  You  ean  hare 
him  come  before  the  committee ;  I  would  rather  not  do  it.  He  is  a  very  nice  gentle- 
man. 

Mr.  BccKLKY.  We  have  had  witnesses  before  us  where  they  have  been  excused  on 
similar  crronndH. 

The  Chairman.  I  think,  general,  we  will  excuse  the  witness  firom  gi\lng  his  name 
under  the  circumstances. 

3Ir.  Blaiii.  I  ask  for  the  ayes  and  noes  upon  that. 

Mr.  Buckley.  If  I  reniember,  Mr.  Uale,  a  witness  summoned  by  the  minority,  was 
excused  for  the  same  reason. 

The  ayes  and  noes  being  taken  on  the  question,  "  Shall  the  witness  be  excused  from 
answering  the  question  I ''resulted :  ayes— Mr.  Buckley,  Mr.  Rice,  the  chairman;  noe*— 
Mr.  Blair. 

So  the  witness  was  excused  from  answering. 

The  witness  was  dismissed,  with  the  understanding  that  he  would  bold  himself  in 
readiness  to  be  called  again,  when  any  member  of  the  committee  desired  it,  for  futher 
examiuation. 


Macon,  MississiPPiy  XoveaJter  6»  1^. 

WILLIAil  COLEMAN  (colored)  sworn  and  examined. 
By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  Where  do  you  live  T 

Answer.  I  live  in  Macon. 

Question.  How  long  have  you  lived  here  T 

Answer.  I  came  here  about  the  last  of  ApriL 

Question.  Where  did  you  come  from  f 

Answer.  I  came  from  Winston  County. 

Question.  What  occasi(med  your  coming  heref 

Answer.  I  got  run  by  the  Ku-Klux. 

Question.  Give  the  particulars  to  the  committee. 

Answer.  Give  the  particulars  f 

Question.  Toll  how  it  occurred ;  give  a  statement  of  the  cirramstanceAr 

Answer.  Well,  I  don't  know  anything  that  I  had  said  or  done  that  injured  any  ow, 
further  than  l)eiug  a  radical  in  that  part  of  the  land,  and  as  for  interrupting  any  one, 
I  didn't,  for  I  had  plenty  of  my  own  of  anything  I  wanted  myself.  I  had  done  bought 
my  land  and  paid  for  it,  and  I  had  a  great  dealof  hogs ;  I  bad  eighteen  bead  of  liop 
to'kill  this  fall.  I  had  twelve  head  of  sheep,  and  one  good  milk-cow,  and  a  yearling, 
and  the  cow  had  a  right  young  calf  again,  and  I  had  my  mule  and  my  filly,  and  all  of 
it  was  paid  f<ir  but  luy  mule,  and  I  had  my  brother  hired  to  pay  for  him.  The  male 
cost  me  |65,  and  I  bad  him  hired  out  to  pay  for  him.  It  was  like  I  was  getting  the  mole 
from  you,  and  you  wanting  a  hand  to  work  the  value  of  the  mule  out  m  work. 

Question.  Did  any  of  the  Ku-Klnx  come  to  your  house  T 

Answer.  They  did. 

Question.  In  the  night-time  f 

Answer.  They  came  about  a  half  hour  or  more  before  day,  as  nigh  as  I  can  lecoDed 
by  my  brains,  l)eiug  frightened  at  their  coming  up  in  this  kind  of  way.  They  were 
shooting  and  going  on  at  me  through  the  house,  and  when  they  busted  the  door  open, 
coming  m  shooting,  I  was  frightened,  and  I  ean  only  tell  you  as  nigh  as  my  reeoBeetion 
will  afford  at  this  time  that  it  was  about  a  half  hour  to  day. 

Question.  What  did  they  do  to  you  f 

Answer.  None  of  the  shot  hit  me,  but  t^ey  aimed  to  hit  me ;  but  I  had  one  door  jnst 
like  that  at  the  side  of  the  house  and  the  other  at  this  side,  and  there  wr.s  the  chimDer, 
and  there  was  my  bed  in  that  comer  opposite,  and  they  came  to  that  door  fitst,  [illos- 
trating,]  and  hollered  ''  Hallo ;"  bum,  bum,  bum,  on  the  lock.    I  jumped  up  and  said, 
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"Hallo.**  Then  one  at  the  door  said,  "Raise  a  lijjht  in  there."  "What  for;  who  is 
yon  f**  I  said.  He  says,  "  Kaise  a  lisht  in  there,  God  damn  ;  you  I'll  come  in  there 
and  smoke  my  pipe  in  yonr  ear."  He  said  that  Just  so.  I  said,  "Is  that  yon,  uncle 
Davy  t"  Says  he,  "  No,  God  damn  you,  it  isn't  uncle  Dave ;  open  this  door."  Says  I, 
*•  I  am  not  going  to  open  my  door  to  turn  nobody  on  me  that  won't  tell  me  wbo  they 
are  before  fdo  it.  Who  are  you?"  He  says,  "  God  damn  you,  we  didn't  come  to  tell 
you  who  we  are."  I  was  peeping  through  the  little  crack  in  the  door.  I  had  bored  a 
gimlet-hole  abont  as  big  as  that  pen  to  put  a  string  through,  and  had  a  latch  iuBide  so 
that  when  1  had  been  off  at  work  any  where,  and  happened  to  come  homo  at  night,  I 
could  open  the  door  without  my  wife  having  to  got  up,  and  she  would  put  the  striug 
through  the  door  and  I  would  pull,  and  that  was  the  way  I  would  get  in. 

Question,  That  was  the  hole  you  looked  through  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  What  did  you  see  t 

Anstcir,  I  saw  men  out  there  standing  with  horns  and  faces  on  all  of  them,  and  i  hey 
all  had  great,  long,  white  cow-tails  way  down  the  breast.  I  said  it  was  a  cow-tail  ; 
it  was  hair,  and  it  was  right  white.  They  told  me  they  rode  from  Shiloh  in  two  hours, 
and  came  to  kill  me.  They  shot  right  smart  in  tliat  house  before  they  got  in,  but  how 
many  times  I  don't  know,  they  shot  so  fast  outside  ;  but  when  they  come  in,  tlioy  didn't 
have  but  three  loads  to  shoot.  I  know  by  the  way  they  tangled  about  iu  the  house 
they  would  have  put  it  iu  me  if  they  had  had  it.  They  only  shot  three  times  iu  the 
house.  The  men  behind  me  had  busted  m  through  the  door ;  both  doors  were  busted 
open.  By  the  time  the  fellows  at  the  back  door  got  in  the  door,  these  fellows  at  the 
front  door  busted  in,  and  they  all  met  in  the  middle  of  the  floor,  and  I  didn't  have  a 
thing  to  fight  with,  only  a  little  piece  of  ax-handle ;  and  when  I  started  from  the 
first  door  to  the  second,  pieces  of  the  door  flow  and  met  me.  I  jumped  for  a  piece  of 
ax-handle  and  fought  them  squandering  al)ont,  and  they  were  knocking  about  me 
with  guns,  and  firing  balls  that  cut  several  holes  in  my  head.  The  notches  is  in  my 
head  now.  I  dashed  al)out  among  them,  but  they  knocked  me  down  several  times. 
Every  time  I  would  get  up,  they  would  kno(;k  me  down  again.  I  saw  they  were 
going  to  kill  me,  and  I  turned  in  and  laid  there  after  they  knocked  me  down  so  many 
times.  The  last  time  they  knocked  me  down  I  laid  there  a  good  while  before  I  moved, 
and  when  I  had  strength  I  Jumped  to  split  through  a  man's  legs  that  was  standing 
over  me,  and,  as  I  jumped,  they  struck  at  me  jumping  between  his  logs,  and  they 
struck  him  and,  he  hollered,  "Don't  hit  me,  God  damn  you,"  but  they  done 
knocked  him  down  then,  but  they  hadn't  knocked  him  so  he  couldn't  talk.  I 
jumped  through  and  got  past  him.  They  didn't  hit  him  a  fair  lick,  because  he  was 
going  toward  them,  and  it  struck  past  his  head  on  his  shoulder.  If  it  had  struck 
his  head,  it  would  have  busted  it  open.  I  didn't  catch  that  lick.  I  got  up 
then  ;  they  had  shot  out  the  loads.  I  grabbed  my  ax-handle,  and  commenced  fighting, 
and  then  they  just  took  and  cut  me  with  knives.  They  surrounded  me  in  the  floor  and 
tore  my  shirt  off.  They  got  me  out  on  the  floor  ;  some  had  me  by  the  legs  and  some 
by  the  arms  and  the  neck  and  anywhere,  just  like  dogs  string  out  a  coon,  and  they 
took  me  out  to  the  big  road  before  my  gate  and  whipped  Uie  until  I  couldn't  move  or 
holler  or  do  nothing,  but  just  lay  there  Uke  a  log,  and  every  lick  they  hit  me  I  grunted 
jost  like  a  mule  when  he  is  stalled  fast  and  whipped ;  that  was  all.  They  left  me  there 
for  dead,  and  what  it  was  done  for  was  because  I  was  a  radical,  and  I  didn't  deny  my 
X)rofe8sion  anywhere  and  I  never  will.  I  nevet  will  vote  that  conservative  ticket  if  I 
die. 

Question.  Did  they  tell  yon  they  whipped  yon  because  you  were  a  radical  f 

Answer,  They  told  me, "  God  damn  you,  when  yon  meet  a  white  man  in  the  road  lift 
your  hat ;  I'jl  learn  you,  God  damn  you,  that  you  are  a  nigger,  and  not  to  be  going 
about  like  you  thought  yourself  a  wuite  man ;  yon  calls  yourself  like  a  white  man, 
God  damn  you."  Here  is  what  I  put  it  to,  because  I  had  my  filly ;  I  had  bought  her 
to  ride,  not  to  stay  in  the  stable,  but  to  ride  when  I  got  ready,  like  you  would  do  with 
your  property.  When  I  bought  her  I  bought  her  for  $75 ;  she  was  not  nigh  grown ;  a 
little  thing,  with  flaxen  mane  and  tail,  and  light  cream-color,  and  I  would  get  on  m  v 
filly  on  a  Saturday  evening.  I  would  work  until  Saturday  evening,  but  I  won't  work 
any  longer  for  any  man,  for  my  own  work  or  any  bodyelse,  unless  it  is  mighty  urgent ; 
then  I  will  go  on  until  night,  but  if  it  is  nothing  but  work  straight  along,  I  will  work 
until  Satnrcfay  at  12  o'clock,  and  I  will  strike  off  there.  I  believe  if  a  man  does  it  all 
over  the  world,  he  can  make  an  honest  living  and  put  his  work  to  good  use. 

Question.  Were  yon  working  on  yonr  own  land? 

Ansu>er,  Yes,  sir ;  that  I  bought  and  paid  for ;  $473  for  it. 

QvLestion.  How  many  men  were  ooncemed  in  beating  yon  f 

Answer.  Eight  men. 

Question.  Were  they  all  disguised  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir;  every  one  of  them. 

Question,  Did  they  come  on  horseback  f 
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Ansvcer,  They  come  a  riding.  There  stood  the  horseB  in  the  comer  of  the  Heooe  at 
the  gate,  and  there  they  had  mo  in  the  middle  of  the  road  whipping  me. 

Question,  Did  you  know  any  of  them  f 

Answer.  I  would  know  them  nnless  they  were  bnmed  up,  and  then  I  wouldn't  know 
the  BsheSf  hut  I  shonld  know  themselves. 

Queslian,  Did  yon  know  any  one  that  night  T 

Anatoer.  Of  courBc  I  did.  I  ought  to  know  them,  my  neighbors ;  and  I  knocked  off 
the  faces  and  horns  tiuliting,  and  then  they  knocked  down  the  one  that  I  ran  be- 
tween  his  legs;  when  they  struck  him,  his  horns  and  everything  flew  about;  of  coaise 
I  knowed  him.  I  would  know  him  a^n  except  it  was  his  ashes.  I  don't  know  is  I 
would  know  his  ashes,  unless  I  saw  mm  burned. 

Question,  Did  you  see  that  they  had  horns  f 

Ansicer.  They  had  horns  on  them. 

Question.  They  said  they  came  fix)m  Shiloh  f 

Answer.  They  said  they  rode  from  Shiloh  in  two  hours  and  come  to  kill  me. 

Question.  Did  they  say  they  were  the  spirits  of  the  confederate  dead  f 

Answer.  They  didn't  tell  me  nothing  about  spirits.  They  said  they  come  from  Shi- 
loh in  two  hours,  but  they  didn't  say  nothing  about  spirits. 

Question.  Do  you  know  of  any  other  colored  people  being  whipped  in  Winstan 
County  f 

Ansicer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Tell  of  any  other  cases  that  have  occurred  in  that  county. 

Answer.  They  whipped  them.  I  didn't  see  them.  I  just  heard  of  it.  I  know  theydid 
it,  because  they  whipped  the  man  I  rented  land  from  last  year  so  he  conldn't  hardly 
walk. 

Question.  What  was  his  name  f 

Answer.  Moidecai  Mitchell. 

By  Mr.  Blaib  : 
Question.  A  white  man  f 

Answer.  A  colored  man,  and  i>rincipal  part  of  the  colored  people  np  there  have  land. 
They  bought  land  and  paid  for  it. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  When  was  he  whipped  f 

Answer.  Shortly  after  I  was. 

Question.  The  same  night  f 

Answer.  No,  sir;  they  rode  for  him  that  night,  but  didn't  eatch  him  that  night;  he 
didn't  have  a  glimmer  over  his  eyes  that  night ;  he  could  see  too  well.  He  got  oot ; 
he  was  expecting  them  and  looking  for  them. 

Question.  In  what  month  was  that  of  this  year  when  you  were  whipped  and  Mor- 
decai  Mitchell  was  whipped  f 

Answer.  Mordecai  Mitchell  was  not  whipped  in  the  same  month  I  was.  I  was 
whipped  in  April.    I  don't  keep  no  books.    I  can't  read  or  write  my  own  nsune. 

Question.  Wnen  was  Mordecai  Mitchell  whipped  f 

Ansu^er.  After  I  was.  I  think  it  was  some  time  in  May  when  him  and  Bobin  Cole- 
man  

Question.  Was  Hobin  Coleman  whipped  f 

Answer.  Robert  was  whipped— yes,  sir ;  and  George  Gladney. 

Question.  Who  else  f 

Ansicer.  They  M  lived  in  the  same  neighborhood  I  did.  They  didn't  get  to  whip 
Sam ;  but  they  tried  to  kill  him.    He  shot  at  them. 

Question*  Sam  who! 

Answer.  Sam  McMillan ;  they  shot  at  Sam,  and  he  shot  back. 

Question.  When  were  Sobin  Coleman  and  George  Gladney  whipped? 

Answer.  1  don't  know ;  it  was  shortly  after  they  whipped  me.  I  think  it  was  along 
in  May,  but  I  can't  teU  what  time  they  whipped  them  exactly,  becanse  I  don't  know 
exactly  at  what  time ;  but  I  know  it  was  early  in  April  they  whipped  me,  because  I 
know  my  oldest  com  was  readv  to  run  around.  I  had  my  com  planted.  I  had  about 
ten  acres  of  open,  new  ffrooud.  I  was  ready  to  stick  the  plow  in  Monday  morning- 
They  came  Saturday  ni^t. 

Question.  Were  these  other  men  whipped  by  disguised  men  f 

Ansufcr.  Yes,  sir;  some  were  and  some  were  not— so  1  got  it  from  Mordeoai  Miteb^'S 
son. 

Question.  What  were  Mitchell  and  Cdeman  and  Gladney  whipped  for  f 

Answer.  I  don't  know ;  they  said  it  was  because  they  bad  land ;  they  had  got  too  bt|;. 
They  say  when  yon  get  laud  or  a  mule,  or  get  hold  of  a  mule  or  a  horse  to  set  on,  tb«T 
want  to  kill  you  out  for  getting  above  your  business,  or  to  drive  yon  away ;  bat  it 
will  not  do  to  go  by  hearsay  too  much.  I  have  told  you  Just  what  I  know.  1  don't 
know  anything  else,  except  hearsay.    I  wouldn't  put  that  in. 
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Question,  Have  you  heard  of  any  other  colored  men  being  whipped  or  killed  or  hung 
in  Winston  Conntv,  except  those  you  have  named  f 

Ansicer.  I  have  heard  of  it,  but  didn't  see  it. 

Qiu»iion,  Stat«  to  the  committee  snch  cases  as  you  have  heard  of. 

Answer.  I  have  seen  some  whipped,  but  who  they  were  that  whipped  them,  I  am  not 
ablu  to  tell  you.  I  have  heard  of  the  death  of  some,  but  who  were  killed  I  don't 
kuow. 

Question.  You  say  you  have  seen  some  colored  men  whipped  f 

Attmeer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Who! 

Anstccr.  Nathan  Cannon. 

Question.  When  was  Nathan  Cannon  whipped  f 

Answer.  He  was  whipped  last  year. 

Question.  How  came  you  to  see  it  f 

Answer.  I  went  one  night  to  stay  with  him  to  go  to  church.  It  was  Friday  night, 
and  he  was  to  start  to  protracted  meeting  Saturday  morning  at  10  o'clock.  I  went  to 
stay  with  him  that  night,  but  never  got  there  by  my  living  so  far  that  it  made  me 
start  so  soon ;  I  started  after  dinner ;  knowing  all  the  people  along  the  road  and  riding 
along,  I  stopped  and  talked,  and  it  kept  me  until  night  before  I  got  to  his  house ;  and 
jnst  about  bed-time,  I  rode  up  to  the  well,  and  got  down  and  got  a  drink  of  water ;  it 
was  not  a  well  but  a  spring,  and  had  a  ^nm  in  it.  I  got  down,  and  took  my  hat  and 
doubled  it  up  to  get  some  water,  and  while  I  was  down  outside  of  the  house  and  had 
a  steep  hill  to  go  to  get  up  to  the  house  and  the  big  road  above  the  spring,  just  as  I 
started,  or  as  I  throwed  the  bridle  over  the  tilly's  bead  and  was  going  to  get  on,  I 
heard  somebody  riding  clackety,  clackety,  clackety,  and  then  they  all  stopped,  and  I 
felt  doubtfnl  about  moving,  and  didn't  know  whether  to  go  up  to  the  houuse  or  not, 
and  I  thought,  "At  least  I  will  stop,  and  see  what  you  are  up  to  and  who  you  are." 
That  was  long  before  I  got  whipped ;  so  I  staid  down  there  a  right  smart  while. 
They  stood  about  there,  and  I  saw  them  going  to  one  another.  What  they  said  I  don't 
know,  for  I  didn't  hear  it.  Then  they  went  to  the  honse,  and  hollered"  hallo,"  and 
got  down.  When  they  went  to  the  house  and  hollered  "  hallo,"  Nathan  Cannon  spoke 
— I  suppose  he  did— I  heard  afterward  he  did ;  I  didn't  hear  him  then,  and  he  asked 
who  was  it ;  him  and  another  young  man  was  in  the  house ;  Nathan  was  this  young 
man's  uncle,  bnt  he  was  only  living  with  him  ;  Nathan  was  on  his  own  place,  too.  He 
says,  "  Open  the  door."  I  suppose  Nathan  told  him  he  wouldn't  open  the  door,  aud 
somehow  they  worked  in  there  with  a  knife-blade ;  I  don't  know  how,  bnt  they  went 
in  without  breaking  the  door  down.  They  lifted  the  latch,  and  I  suppose  they  worked 
the  knife  in  between  the  door,  and  lifted  the  latch  up.  That  is  the  way  it  was 
told  to  me;  I  saw  where  the  knife  went  when  it  raised  it  up. 

QuesUon.  Leave  out  these  little  particulars,  and  come  to  tne  point. 

Answer.  And  he  told  the  man — I  have  to  tell  it  going  along  straight,  and  if  I  do,  I 
will  tell  the  whole  truth  ;  bnt  if  you  push  me  over  as  I  am  going  along,  I  will  get  out 
of  the  way,  and  tell  no  truth,  because  I  will  not  go  straight  through  with  it. 

Question.  Take  your  own  way  and  go  on. 

Answer.  They  opened  the  door,  I  suppose,  and  got  in  on  him,  and  dragged  him  out 
and  beat  him  powerful  in  the  house,  and  started  down  the  hill  with  him,  right  to  where 
I  was.  I  got  on  my  filly  and  run  right  up  to  the  road  again,  and  stopped  on  the  hill, 
and  hitched  my  filly,  and  jumped  down,  and  mn  down  to  see  what  they  were  doing.  I 
could  see  they  were  folks,  and  what  they  were  doing.  They  were  there  stripping  him 
and  beating  him  and  knocking  him  about  with  pistols.  I  got  up  close  enough  to  see 
them.  I  had  to  come  up  mighty  easy.  I  wouldn't  go  up  to  the  crowd ;  I  was  afraid. 
I  wouldn't  have  went  up  to  the  crowd  for  my  weight  in  gold.  I  believe  they  heard 
me,  and  I  wouldn't  go  nowhere,  for  I  was  frightened.  I  stood  still,  and  they  whipped 
him  about  an  hour  before  he  started  to  holler,  and  when  he  started  to  holler  "  murder, 
murder"— every  word  was  murdei^I  just  jumped  on  my  filly  and  started  for  home, 
and  never  come  back  to  church  again.  That  was  Friday  night.  It  was  the  next  Sun- 
day following  week  before  I  come  back  down  there,  but  I  heard  of  it  away  up  home 
there.  I  bad  seen  that  somebody  was  beating  him,  but  I  didn't  tell  it.  I  wouldn't 
tell  my  wife  about  it,  for  fear  she  would  get  so  uneasy  and  be  tore  up  in  mind,  and  I 
didn't  tell  it,  but  somebody  told  it ;  by  my  being  careful  and  not  telling  them  any- 
thing about  it,  and  waiting  until  she  beard  it  from  others,  she  tried  to  make  me  tell 
her  what  made  me  come  back,  but  I  never  did  tell  her  until  after  she  was  told  by  others, 
and  then  I  told  her  that  made  mo  come  back  that  night,  seeing  them  and  gettiug 
frightened,  and  I  rode  all  that  night  until  I  got  back  home  that  night  before  day- 

Qnestion.  Was  he  badly  whipped? 

Answ^.  He  never  worked  none,  to  my  recollection,  in  five  weeks.  I  lived  About  eight 
miles  and  a  half  from  him.    I  started  in  the  evening  to  go  there. 

Qmsstion.  Did  you  hear  them  tell  him  what  they  were  whipping  him  forf 
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Aitsu'tr,  No,  sir ;  if  I  beard  them  at  that  time  I  was  so  frightened  it  is  like  I  didn't 
hear  it  now.    I  didn't  think  of  anything  except  listeuing  to  nim  hollering. 

Question.  Did  lie  ever  tell  you  what  they  said  t 

Avairer,  No,  sir ;  I  never  bad  but  mighty  little  talk  with  him  until  he  moved  awaj. 

Question.  Did  he  move  away  ? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  be  is  a  preacher,  x^roachiDg  down  on  the  road,  hut  others  told  m« 
—but  beatsay  wont  do — they  said  he  was  teaching  a  school. 

Question.  A  colored  school  f 

Ansicer.  Yes,  sir,  a  colored  school;  and  he  said  tboy  told  him— evftry  lick  they  bit 
him  toward  the  last  they  would  tell  bini ;  he  didn't  tell  me  this,  I  heard  it,  and  I  tell 
you  I  didn't  hear  him  say  it ;  I  never  bad  much  talk  with  him ;  I  never  would  talk  to 
anybody,  because  I  knew  if  1  said  anything  about  it,  it  was  like  to  be  said,  "  Brother 
William  Coleman  was  connected  in  that  whipping  with  Brother  Nathan  Cannon,"  acd 
I  didn^t  want  to  know  nothing  about  it  on  that  account,  and  I  waited  for  them  to  tell 
me  this  story,  and  I  listened. 

Questio7i.  Did  be  own  his  land? 

Ansmr.  Ho  did. 

Question.  Has  he  had  to  leave  it  f 

A  nsirer.  He  left  his  land  just  as  I  left  mine,  hogs,  and  chickens,  and  cows,  and  every- 
thing. I  had  but  one  mule.  My  brother  went  and  got  my  iiUy,  and  my  daddy  gutaiy 
mule.    My  mule  will  bo  here  to-morrow — no,  it  will  not,  either,  for  he  can't  vote  here. 

Question.  What  have  you  done  with  your  crop  T 

Answer.  Nothing;  I  have  lost  my  year's  crop, and  my  land,  and  everything  eke.  I 
can't  get  nothing  out  of  it,  nor  do  anything  about  it,  or  I  haven't  done  it. 

Question.  Have  you  beard  of  any  other  cases  besides  Cannon's  T 

Answer.  1  beard  of  them.    I  heard  of  Sol  Triplett  being  killed. 

Question.  State  what  you  heard  about  his  case. 

Answer.  Only  that  he  was  killed. 

Question.  Did  you  understand  for  what  he  was  killed  f 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  When  was  Sol  Trinlett  killed  ? 

Answer.  Sol  Triplett  was  killed  just  about  before  Christmas. 

Question.  By  the  Ku-Klux  f 

Aiiswer.  So 'said  to  be,  but  they  come  mighty  open-handed  to  do  it,  so  I  heard.  Thev 
were  not  disguised,  so  they  told  me ;  they  just  come  and  shot  him  through  the  crack 
of  the  house,  like  they  tried  to  do  nie. 

Question.  Did  3'ou  understand  it  was  done  after  night  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Did  he  live  in  Winston  County  f 

Answer.  He  did. 

Qu4istion.  Did  you  know  him  f 

Answer.  Of  course  I  did.  He  was  a  brother  in  the  church ;  he  belonged  io  the  same 
church  I  did. 

Question.  What,  did  you  understand  he  was  killed  for  f 

Answer.  I  didn't  understand  anything  he  was  killed  for  at  all.  I  lived  so  far  from 
bini,  when  I  got  the  chance  to  go'dowu  there  I  had  enough  to  talk  about  abont  the 
church  aifairs,  without  raking  up  these  scattering  things  about  what  had  been  done  m 
the  neighborhood. 

Question.  Have  you  heard  of  any  other  colored  men  being  killed  in  Winston  County  f 

Anstcer.  Only  Allen  Bird,  he  got  killed  in  jail. 

Question.  Tell  what  you  know  of  the  particulars  in  his  case. 

Ansicer.  I  do  not  know  anything  al>out  bis  case.  He  lived  there  ;  they  rode  for  bim 
M\e  same  night  they  rode  for  me,  only  this,  they  caught  me  and  they  didn't  catch  him 
nor  Uncle  Leni  Cooper.  These  men  said  they  rode  for  all  of  ns.  They  went  to  our 
three  houses  and  asked  for  us^  but  nobody  was  at  home  but  uie,  and  I  was  in  my  bed: 
they  didn't  catch  bim. 

Question.  Did  he  live  near  you  f 

Answer.  About  two  miles  of  me,  and  be  was  not  at  his  house.  Uncle  Lem  Cooper 
was  al>out  three  miles  and  a  half  from  me,  and  Allen  Bird  abont  two  miles.  When  tbey 
came  to  my  house,  I  was  in  bed,  and  they  got  me. 

Question.  Tell  what  you  know  about  Allen  Bird's  case? 

Answer.  I  know  nothing  about  it,  only  they  went  in  jail  and  killed  him. 

Question.  What  was  he  nut  in  jail  for  T 

Anstcer.  He  was  accusea  of  keeping  a  white  girl ;  whether  he  did  I  don't  know. 

Question.  Did  you  understand  that  he  was  taJcen  out  of  Jail  by  the  Ka-Klax  f 

Anstrer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  And  shot  or  hnng  f 

Anstrer.  He  was  not  taken  out  by  them,  but  they  went  in  there  and  beat  him  to 
death,  and  then  shot  a  bole  you  could  job  your  fist  through.  His  brother  told  me  tbal; 
he  is  down  here  and  can  tell  you;  be  is  not  mauy  days  come  from  there. 
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Question.  Allen  Bird  was  murdered  in  jail  there  t 
Ansicer,  Yes,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 
Question.  What  is  his  brother's  namef 
Anstver,  Gas  Bird ;  he  is  a  brother  of  Allen  Bird. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question,  Will  yoa  ask  him  to  come  before  the  committee  f 

Ausiver,  I  >vill. 

Question,  Did  yon  get  these  particulars  from  him  f 

Answer,  That  is  where  I  got  my  information  from;  from  him  and  others  that  go 
backwards  and  forwards  from  here. 

Question,  Have  you  heard  of  any  other  outrages  in  Winston  County,  besides  those 
you  have  given  f 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  I  don't  believe  I  have ;  I  know  my  own  better  than  I  do  anybody 
else's,  because  I  can  see  the  scars  every  day  and  every  minute. 

Question,  Have  you  known  any  teachers  of  colored  schools  to  be  interfered  with  f 

Answer,  Peter  Cooper  was  run  from  there  a  short  time  after  I  was.  He  is  down  here 
making  shoes. 

Qitestion,  Was  he  a  teacher  of  a  colored  school  f 

Ansicer.  Yes,  sir ;  they  burned  up  his  books  and  took  several  dollars  of  money  firom 
him.    I  know  they  got  |23  from  him  that  night. 

Question,  When  was  he  run  from  Winston  County  t 

Answer,  Shortly  after  I  was ;  I  don't  know  how  long ;  I  can't  tell  you  that  at  all. 

Question,  Do  you  know  of  any  colored  churches  or  schools  being  burned  in  Winston 
County  t 

Anstcer,  There  was  only  one  school-house  that  I  ever  knew  burned  down.  They 
teached  in  it  about  a  week. 

Question,  Was  it  a  school  for  colored  children  t 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  they  were  going  to  school  in  it  a  week  maybe,  or  maybe  longer. 

Question,  In  what  part  of  the  county  was  that  f 

Answer,  It  was  above  me ;  I  don't  know  hardly  in  what  part — it  was  in  Winston 
County.  I  don't  know  what  part  of  the  county.  I  can't  read  nor  write,  and  don't 
know  no  more  about  what  course  to  tell  you  it  was,  but  I  know  which  way  it  was 
from  my  house. 

Question,  Do  you  know  of  colored  people  being  interfered  with  in  voting  T 

Anstcer,  No,  sir.    When  t  any  time  since  the  surrender  f 

Questiofi,  Yes. 
■  Answer,  It  has  been  done  right  smart.  I  don't  know  whether  they  got  any  or  not 
there.  Men  has  come  up  and  asked  who  was  yon  going  to  vote  for,  but  I  never  knew 
of  anybody  getting  shot  for  it.  Yes,  here  is  another  man  got  shot  about  voting — that 
was  Jerry  Brown.  He  got  killed  about  two  hundred  yaras  from  my  door.  1  didn't 
think  of  him. 

Question,  When  was  he  killed  f 

Answer,  Jerry  Brown  has  been  killed  now  three  years. 

Question,  What  was  he  killed  for  f 

Answer,  About  being  a  radical  and  owning  his  profession  ;  just  saying  he  was  a  rad- 
ical and  he  didn't  care  who  knew  it ;  that  he  was  going  t>o  vote  the  radical  ticket,  and 
all  this  sort  of  thing. 

Question,  Was  he  killed  by  the  Ku-Klux  T 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  so  it  was  said ;  they  were  disguised  men. 

Question,  Did  they  come  to  his  house  f 

Answer,  They  went  to  his  house  and  shot  him  lying  in  his  bed ;  he  never  did  get  up  ; 
there  was  a  bullet  in  him  as  big  as  the  end  of  my  thumb. 

Question.  Did  you  see  him  after  he  was  dead  7 

Answer,  I  did  next  morning.  I  went  over  the  river  next  morning.  I  was  picking 
cotton  at  Mr.  Morgan's,  and  Saturday  morning  I  got  home  between  breakfast — I  don't 
know  at  what  time  of  day,  because  when  I  got  homo  I  heard  of  it,  aud  it  frightened 
me  so  that  I  don't  know ;  I  don't  remember  what  time  I  got  there,  but  that  was  the 
time  along  between  morning  aud  dinner  anyhow  that  I  got  home.  I  was  living  then 
on  Mr.  Bnrch's  place ;  he  was  here  to-day ;  the  old  man  is  dead.  Uncle  Jerry  was 
living  on  a  piece  of  land  he  leased  for  five  years  to  work  and  improve  the  place  mr  the 
improvement  he  put  on  it,  cutting  and  splitting  rails  and  building  houses  and  digging 
a  well. 

By  Mr.  Blaib  : 

Question,  Where  were  you  staying  then  t 

Answer,  At  Mr.  Burch's  place. 

Question,  Do  you  say  Mr.  Burch  is  here  to-day  t 

Answer,  He  was  here  this  morning. 
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By  tbe  Chairman  : 

Qae8tion,  Has  any  white  man  ever  been  taken  up  and  punished  for  any  of  ihm 
whippings  or  murders  f 

Answer,  I  never  heard  of  one;  they  had  some  up  at  Oxford,  at  the  United  States 
court,  hut  never  did  nothing  to  them.  They  turned  them  loose  on  bond,  and  tbey 
came  back  here  again,  just  like  they  were  before.  I  have  not  seen  any  alteration  in  it, 
except  tbey  don't  kill  them  up  quite  as  fast,  but  they  keep  beating  them  and  beat  them 
yet.    There  is  no  alteration  in  that.    They  just  don'^t  kill  them. 

Question.  Have  you  heard  of  Ku-Klux  nding  through  Winston  County  at  night  fre- 
quently t 

Answer.  Tes,  sir ;  week  before  last  thev  came  in  there,  and  this  same  Robin  Coleman 
went  in  the  woods  hunting  at  night,  and  a  parcel  of  them  went  to  him  in  tbe  woods  at 
night,  and  told  him  he  must  not  hunt  of  a  night ;  he  must  hunt  of  a  Sunday. 

Question.  Do  you  know  of  any  colored  people  having  lefb  Winston  County  to  get  rid 
of  the  Ku-Klux,  being  afraid  to  stay  there  f 

Answer.  1  know  one  or  two.  You  got  the  name  of  one,  Peter  Cooper,  and  you  have 
the  name  of  myself  and  my  wife. 

Question.  Are  you  afraid  to  go  back  there? 

Answer.  1  would  not  go  back  there  if  I  had  a  gold  piece  of  land  there.  My  life  is 
better  to  mo  than  anything  there.  I  would  not  go  back  there  if  there  was  gold  there 
higher  than  one  of  these  pmes. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 

Question.  Did  yon  ever  hear  of  any  colored  people  sleeping  out  of  their  houses  in  that 
county! 

Answer.  1  have  heard  it  aud  done  it  myself. 

Question.  Why? 

Answer.  Because  I  was  afraid  to  stay  in  my  own  lionse. 

Quiistion.  Do  yon  think  many  of  the  colored  people  are  afraid  to  stay  in  their  bonses 
at  night  f 

Answer.  They  are  afraid  to  stay  in  their  houses  at  night.  I  have  laid  in  the  woods 
many  a  night,  and  I  have  laid  iu  my  own  horse  lot,  my  horse  stable,  right  under  the 
trough,  many  a  night,  and  my  horse  would  lay  down,  and  I  couldn't  hanlly  lay  down 
for  laying  on  him  right  under  the  trough.  I  have  left  my  house  and  told  my  wife  to 
stay  in  there,  for  they  don't  hurt  women  unless  some  of  the  women  is  sassy  to  some  of 
their  wives,  or  speak  like  a  white  woman,  and  they  call  that  sass ;  then  they  go  and 
whip  them  nearly  to  death ;  but  I  knew  my  wife  wouldn't  sav  nothing ;  she  8ay« 
nothing,  or  only  so  little  that  you  can't  take  no  offense  at  it--can't  get  mad. 

Question.  Do  yon  think  that  colored  people  feel  afraid  of  personal  harm  and  violence 
in  that  county  f 

Answer.  Yea,  sir,  they  do  feel  afraid  to  sta^  there  in  any  such  place,  aud  you  wonld, 
too,  if  you  were  most  devoured  with  devils  like  there  is  there.  It  is  nothing  for  them 
to  come  riding  up  in  great  droves  like  they  were  going  to  the  army  to  fight,  and  gi-t 
down  and  beat  aud  knock  a  man  over  the  head  with  sticks  and  pistols.  Here  is  a  knot 
on  my  head  they  did  to  mo  that  night,  [indicating,]  and  here  is  one  in  the  edge  of  my 
ear,  the  whole  width  of  the  stick,  and  a  long  hole  over  here,  in  the  back  of  my  head. 
When  they  took  me  out  of  the  house  J  was  as  bloody  as  a  hog  that  had  been  knocketl 
down  and  stuck  in  a  hog>pen  and  wallered  in  his  own  blood  where  they  cut  me.  B<^ 
sides  that  they  took  me  out  and  beat  me  almost  to  death.  They  meant  to  beat  me  to 
death.    I  am  afraid  to  stay  there. 

By  Mr,  Blair  : 

Question.  You  say  yon  knew  the  men  f 

Answer.  I  ought  to  know  them  when  they  were  my  door  neighbors.    I  know  them. 

Question.  What  were  their  names  f 

Answer.  Coleman  Carlisle.    I  think  he  calls  it  C.  P.  Carlisle. 

Q^i^tion.  Who  are  the  others  f 

Answer.  Jim  Boyd  Hughes. 

Question.  Name  any  others. 

Answer.  Theodore  Ellis,  Peter  Ellis,  my  door  neighbors ;  Monroe  Ellis,  Bog  EUia. 
Francis  Ellis.  That  is  as  many^  I  think,  as  I  know.  I  wouldn't  have  known  them, 
but  when  they  knocked  Coleman  Carlisle,  and  knocked  his  horns  and  face  off,  I  bean! 
him  call  the  others  names.    I  knowed  them. 

Question.  Whose  names  did  he  calif 

Ansicer.  Theodore  Ellis  and  Munroe  Ellis,  and  besides  calling  the  Ellis  name  Coleman 
Carlisle  called  me  by  name.  I  worked  witn  Coleman  Carlisle;  the  same  year  I  boogbft 
my  place  I  started  to  buy  a  piece  of  land  from  him. 

QuesUon.  In  what  part  of  the  county  is  this  f 

Anstcer.  It  is  in  the  lower  edge  of  Winston  County,  down  this  way. 

QueaUon.  Near  what  place  f 
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Anatper.  It  is ont  on  the  Brooksville  road;  np  firom  BrooksyiUe  on  the  road  to  Louis- 
ville. 

Qu^^Uon,  Isit  near  Louisville  f 

Answer.  No,  sir;  it  is  about  half  the  distance. 

Question,  Did  they  all  live  right  there t 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  All  iu  that  neighborhood  ? 

Anstcer.  They  live  in  Winston  County^  but  not  in  the  same  neighborhood,  I  do  not 
think ;  in  fact,  I  know  it,  becanse  the  neighborhood  is  a  neighborhood  of  people,  and 
Louisville  is  between  Ellis's  and  Carlisle's.    They  live  about  twelve  miles  apart. 

Question,  Where  does  Boyd  Hughes  livef 

Anstcer.  He  lives  iu  Louisville,  about  two  miles  and  a  half  from  my  house ;  one  of 
the  grandest  rascals  there  is  walks.  He  is  always  cursing  somebody  about  not  voting 
the  way  he  votes^  and  he  is  a  democrat,  and  getting  mad  and  picking  a  fuss  with  a 
darkey,  and  Imvmg  every  white  man  in  the  place  against  him  direcUy.  If  he  was 
gone,  there  would  nave  been  several  of  them ;  there  is  this  fellow  that  got  killed  in 
jail,  busted  his  head  mighty  nigh  open  with  a  brick-bat— not  a  brick-bat,  but  a  rock; 
there  is  nothing  but  rock  there ;  that  is  a  rock  country  and  sand. 

Question.  Do  you  mean  that  Hughes  knocked  him  on  the  head  T 

Answer.  Allen  Bird's  brother  Mose  Bird,  he  knocked  Jim  Boyd  on  the  head  with  a 
rock,  and  cut  his  head  open. 

Question.  What  did  he  do  that  fort 

Answer.  The^  had  a  little  falling  out  about  something,  and  the  first  thing  anybody 
knows  Mose  Bird  was  dead.    Nobody  heard  hide  or  hair  of  Mose  Bird  since. 

Question.  Where  does  this  other  man  live,  Coleman  Carlisle  f 

Anstcer.  Ho  lives  in  Winston  County,  right  ont  on  the  Brooksville  road. 

Qttestion,  How  far  from  Louisville  f 

Anstcer.  He  did  live  twelve  miles  from  Louisville,  but  he  is  now  a  mile  and  a  half 
right  across  fW>m  where  he  lived.    He  moved  from  his  father-in-law's,  Mr.  Qlenn. 

Question.  From  where  he  formerly  lived  f 

Anstcer.  Yes,  sir:  from  his  old  place.  He  sold  his  old  place,  and  moved  a  mile  and  a 
half,  to  his  father-in-law's. 

(^lestion.  He  is  about  twelve  miles  from  Louisville  still  T 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  should  think  a  little  more  than  that,  becanse  they  have  to  sort  of 
tnm  to  go  there,  and  it  would  make  a  mile  and  a  half  across  the  country  the  way  he 
woald  have  to  go. 

Question.  You  lived  about  two  miles  and  a  half  from  Louisville  f 

Anstcer.  Tes,  sir;  the  other  side  of  Louisville ;  two  miles  and  a  half  on  the  Greens- 
Tk)rongh  road,  and  he  lived  between  Louisville  and  Brooksville  up  here. 

Question.  Where  does  Theodore  Ellis  live? 

Answer.  He  lives  right  joining  my  place.  There  was  one  comer  or  side  of  my  land 
cut  through  his  yard ;  cut  off  a  comer  of  his  yard. 

Question.  And  Munroe  Ellis  f 

Anstcer.  Munroe  Ellis  lives  right  back  at  his  father's,  about  a  mile  firom  my  house; 
back  of  the  house. 

Question.  Where  does  Francis  Ellis  livef 

Answer.  Right  there  at  the  same  place,  unless  they  have  moved  since  I  came  away. 
Francis  and  Bog  and  Rube  Ellis  all  live  at  the  same  place,  and  The  Ellis  lives  light 
joining  my  place. 

Qttestion.  What  did  they  say  to  you  when  they  whipped  you  f 

Anstcer.  They  would  learn  mo  when  I  meet  a  white  man  on  the  road  to  lift  my  hat  to 
him,  and  let  me  know  I  was  a  nigger.    That  is  all  they  said  to  me. 

Qu^tion.  Did  they  say  anything  else  to  you  f 

Answer.  They  didn't  tell  what  they  were  whipping  me  for,  unless  what  I  just  told 
yon. 

Question,  They  shot  at  yon  three  times  after  they  got  into  the  house  f 

Answer.  Yes,  air ;  and  for  fear  of  shooting  the  men  that  were  coming  into  the  door 
facing  me,  was  all  that  saved  me.  If  they  had  not  been  fearful  of  shooting  the  other 
men  they  would  have  shot  me ;  bnt  by  my  dodging  from  the  front  door  out  toward 
the  fire-place,  they  didn't  hit  me. 

Question.  They  did  uot  tell  you  anything  else  except  that  you  should  raise  your  hat 
when  you  saw  a  white  man  f 

Anstcer.  Yes.  sir ;  they  said  didn't  I  know  I  was  a  nigger  f    I  told  them  yes,  sir. 

Question.  When  did  you  sav  that  wasf 

Anstcer.  Some  time  in  April ;  I  can't  exactly  tell  what  time  or  what  day  of  the  month 
it  was,  becanse  I  can't  keep  no  books,  nor  read,  nor  write  my  own  name^  much  less 
keep  books ;  and  I  can't  tell  exactly  what  time  it  was ;  but  it  was  in  April ;  I  do  not 
know  whether  it  was  the  last  of  April  or  not ;  bnt  I  know  one  thing,  it  was  three 
weeks  before  I  could  work  a  lick  aft^  I  was  beat. 

Question.  When  did  they  whip  Mocdecai  Mitchell  f 
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Answer,  I  do  not  know.  They  whipped  him  after  I  came  away.  I  had  done  come 
away  when  they  whipped  Mordccai. 

Question,  Robin  Coleman  f 

Anfucer.  After  I  came  awav. 

Question.  George  Gladney  T 

Jnstcer.  After  I  came  away. 

Question.  Sam  McMillan  f 

Ausicer.  Tbey  shot  at  him,  and  he  shot  at  them. 

Question.  When  waa  thatf 

Anstcer.  Sam  said  he  knowed  the  men  that  came  and  whipped  George,  and  he  knowed 
the  two  after  he  swore  in  the  house;  he  knew  the  men  that  whipped  George,  bnt  was 
afraid  to  own  it.  Tliey  rode  for  him,  and  called  for  him.  He  was  prepared  for  tbem, 
and  when  they  started  in  after  Sam,  he  was  waiting  for  them,  and  Sam  hailed  them, 
and  aHked  who  was  that  down  at  the  fence,  and  they  shot  at  Sam.  They  knew  he  was 
outside  of  the  house,  and  shot,  and  Sam  commenced  shooting  at  them. 

Question.  Did  they  hit  him  f 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  not  as  I  know  of.    I  never  conld  learn  whether  any  ball  hit  him. 

Question,  Did  he  hit  any  one  of  them  f 

Answer.  No,  sir;  he  didn't  know  it  at  the  time,  if  he  did. 

Question.  What  did  they  whip  Coleman  and  Gladney  forf 

Answer.  I  don't  know. 

Question,  Did  not  they  tell  yon  what  they  whipped  them  for  T 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Did  you  not  hear  f 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question,  You  never  heard  any  reason  assigned  for  it  T 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  You  do  not  know  whether  they  had  stolen  anything  or  nott 

Answer.  No,  sir;  I  do  not,  but  I  will  tell  yon  what  I  was  whipped  about,  at  least 
what  I  always  put  it  to.  If  a  man  come  and  told  you  anything  this  year  that  he  will 
have  done  to  you,  and  then  he  don't  do  it  until  next  year  some  time,  and  then  it  is 
done  like  he  told  you  tliis  year  it  would  be  done,  you  then  would  certainly  know  that 
was  the  man  that  had  it  done,  and  was  also  in  it,  eveu  if  you  didn't  see  him,  or  if  you 
saw  him,  and  didn't  know  him,  and  you  would  always  swear  he  done  it.  Coleman 
Carlisle  told  me  he  allowed  to  have  me  whippecl,  and  when  they  came  and  got  me  oat 
of  the  house,  he  bossed  the  Job,  and  when  he  said  I  had  enough  whipping  they  qoit. 

Question.  What  did  he  say  he  was  going  to  have  yon  whipped  for  f 

Answer.  Because  we  had  a  little  fuliug  out.  I  worked  for  him  faithfuUy  as  I  ever 
worked  for  myself  since  I  bought  my  place,  and  we  made  six  bales  of  cotton,  and  I 
do  not  know  how  many  bushels  of  com,  and  I  drawed  eleven  dollars  and  five  cents  on 
that  year,  and  when  settling  day  came— I  did  not  stay  nntil  settling  day ;  we  had  a 
fuss  and  he  drove  me  off.  I  came  back  three  different  times,  and  told  him,  let  me  come 
back  and  gather  my  crop.  Ho  told  me  to  go  away  fram  there  or  he  would  blow  my 
brains  out.    I  said,  *'  You  say  if  I  don't  go  away  youll  blow  my  brains  out  f    He  said, 

'*  Yes,  and  I  intend  to  have  your  a e  whipped  unless  I  die  before  I  €!o  it,''  and  he 

shook  his  knife  like  that  [illustrating]  and  said,  '^  I'll  have  your  a  o  whipped  nnless 
I  die  before  I  do  it."  It  run  on  that  year  and  he  never '  done  it  until  away  this  year 
some  time.  Last  year  was  the  first  year  I  worked  my  own  place.  Year  before  last  I 
worked  with  him.  That  was  the  time  he  told  me— he  run  me  off.  In  the  gathering 
of  the  cotton  he  never  gave  my  wife  one  thing,  and  I  only  drawed  eleven  dollars  and 
five  cents  with  him.  He  had  no  more  account  against  me,  only  that,  and  he  only 
showed  me  four  bales  of  cotton,  and  there  were  two  bales  in  the  gin-honse,  and  my 
brother  went  and  looked  and  saw  it  there,  and  he  had  a  fuss  and  run  me  off.  If  hie 
conld  get  me  run  away,  there  would  be  a  chance  for  him  to  grab  and  steal  all  the  crop, 
as  he  did  it.  When  he  got  the  crop  all  gathered  and  everything,  I  goes  to  him  for  a 
settlement ;  the  cotton  was  ginned  and  picked,  and  I  laid  around  to  see  how  it  wma 
working,  and  at  last  it  comes  to  this,  that  he  didn't  make  but  fonr  baies  of  cotton,  or 
he  said  he  didn't  make  but  four  bales  of  cotton.  He  showed  me  them  four ;  the  balanoe 
was  in  the  gin-house,  and  when  it  was  ginned  out,  George  W^alker  told  me  there  was 
two  bales  of  it ;  he  helped  gin  it  and  pack  it,  and  he  ought  to  know. 

Question.  Who  was  George  Walker  1 

Answer.  He  is  a  colored  man. 

Question,  Where  does  he  live  f 

Answer.  He  lives  close  to  Carlisle. 

Question.  In  Lonisville  T 

Answer.  Between  Lonisville  and  Brooksville ;  about  twelve  milee  this  side  of  Loiua* 
▼ille,  right  on  the  road ;  when  he  drove  me  away  he  hired  George  to  work  in  my  place. 
Ho  had  to  have  somebody ;  he  had  so  much  crop  and  did  not  get  it  all  out  nntil  way 
after  Christmas.    He  Just  run  over  it,  and  made  foar  bales  of  cotton,  he  said. 

Question.  Who  was  George  f 
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Anstcer.  George  Walker.  He  will  never  tell  anybody  that  I  won't  work.  Ho  will 
always  tell  yon  that  I  am  as  good  a  hand  as  he  ever  saw. 

Question,  Where  does  George  Walker  live  now  f 

Answer.  He  lives  on  his  own  place  close  to  Mr.  Carlisle's — about  three-qnarters  of  a 
mile ;  close  to  Mr.  Carlisle's  old  place  that  lie  sold  and  moved  from. 

Question.  That  is  what  you  think  he  whipped  you  fort 

Anstcer.  Ho  told  me  he  was  going  to  have  it  doue^  and  I  have  a  right  to  believe  it. 
If  you  told  me  you  were  going  "to  have  it  done,  and  if  you  didn't  come  for  five  years, 
bnt  it  comes  and  it  was  just  like  you  said,  and  I  saw  your  face  in  the  crowd,  I  Imve  a 
right  to  believe  it  was  you. 

QHestion.  You  say  you  were  whipped  because  you  were  a  radical  f 

Answer.  I  was  a  radical.  I  say  it  again,  and  I  told  you  about  the  Carlisle's  scrape; 
that  is  always  what  I  put  it  to,  what  I  wns  whipped  about ;  but  the  biggest  portion 
of  it  was  because  I  was  a  radical,  and  then  this  here  on  top  of  it,  because  Carlisle  tried 
to  ^et  me  to  go  with  him  and  vote  with  him.  He  said,  *^  Drink  my  whisky  and  vote 
witli  me."  I  told  him,  "  I  will  never  vote  with  you  while  the  sun  rises  across  the 
globe,"  and  I  never  will ;  and  after  all  that  we  had  a  falling  out,  and  he  always  had 
some  little  unpleasant  feeling  with  me  after  that,  from  the  time  of  the  election ;  after 
that  we  fell  out  and  had  a  few  words,  and  he  struck  me,  and  then,  becanse  I  caught 
hold  of  the  mule-yoke  ho  struck  me  with — I  snatched  it  out  of  his  hand — that  he  hit 
me  with  and  tbrowed  it  down,  and  he  run  me  oif.  He  run  to  his  brother-in-law  to  get 
a  gun  to  shoot  me  with,  and  I  went  away  and  watched  him,  and  when  he  had  put  the 
fi^m  down  and  was  out  in  the  lot,  I  went  up  with  my  hat  off,  and  said,  **  Let  me  come 
back  and  get  my  crop  off,"  and  be  said,  *'  No,  we  are  parted,  stay  parted ;"  that  was 
the  words. 

Question.  What  did  you  say  about  Cannon  being  whipped  t 

Answer.  Nathan  Cannon,  Elo's  brother ;  I  said  no  more  than  I  could  say,  if  yon  asked 
me  a  thousand  questions.  The  night  he  was  whipped  I  had  to  go  down  to  this  church 
to  meet  him,  and  I  started  down  Friday  evening  after  dinner,  and  by  riding  along  so 
slow,  knowing  the  folks  along  the  road,  and  talking  to  them,  I  didn't  get  there  until 
in  the  night.  When  I  got  there  it  was  about  hed-time,  as  nigh  as  I  can  rec- 
ollect, and  when  I  got  there  I  went  down  to  the  spring  to  get  a  drink  of  water, 
and  took  my  hat  and  folded  it  up  in  that  way,  [illustrating,]  and  tips  some  water  to 
drink.  When  I  throwed  the  rems  over  my  filly's  head,  to  get  on  her  to  ride  np, 
I  looked  np  the  road,  and  heard  them  coming  down.  I  didn't  know  what  it  was, 
but  I  saw  it  was  men  riding  along,  and  I  got  sort  of  frightened  right  straight. 
I  stopped  still,  and  took  the  bridle  from  over  the  filly's  head,  and  held  the  reins  in 
my  hands  a  few  minutes,  and  when  I  heard  the  lumbering  in  the  house,  and  the  screams 
of  Nathan  Cannon's  wife,  I  jumped  on  my  filly  and  rocle  up  to  Elo's  fence,  and  stood 
there  until  they  got  Nathan  Cannon.  They  had  him  coming  toward  me  down  the  hill, 
and  I  jumped  on  my  filly  and  rode  right  up,  and  when  they  got  down  there  they  com- 
menced whipping  him.  After  I  run  off  the  filly  for  a  piece,  1  stopped  and  come  back 
to  look  through  the  bushes,  and  discern  them  through  the  bushes.  I  kept  the  bushes 
between  me  and  the  people.  If  I  had  had  anything  to  shoot,  I  could  have  shot,  but  I 
had  nothing ;  and  if  1  had  had  it,  I  would  have  been  too  scared  to  shoot,  there  was  so 
many.  I  don't  know  how  many  there  was.  I  was  so  frightened  I  couldn't  count. 
When  I  looked  among  them  and  saw  how  they  were  whipping  him,  and  the  voice  ot 
the  man  hollering,  "Murder!  murder!  murder!"  I  jumped  on  my  horse  that  minute 
and  went  on  home,  and  never  come  back  there.  That  was  Friday  night.  I  never 
got  back  until  the  next  Sunday  week. 

Question.  You  said  he  told  you  they  whipped  him  for  his  politics  T 

Ansiver.  I  didn't  tell  you  he  told  me  so.  I  told  you  I  heard  it.  I  told  you  at  the  time 
hearsay  wouldn't  do  me  no  good  to  tell  no  one. 

Question.  Who  did  you  hear  it  from  f 

Answer.  I  heard  it  about  among  the  people.  I  can't  tell  you  exactly  who  by,  because 
I  heard  it  from  some  that  I  remembered.    It  was  just  going  about  among  the  crowd. 

Question.  How  did  they  open  the  door  f 

Answer.  It  was  said  that  they  raised  the  latch  ;  it  was  seen  in  the  latch  where  the 
point  of  the  knife  went  in  to  raise  the  latch  up.  I  didn't  see  them  open  it,  but  I  heard 
them  when  they  went  to  it  and  hollered.    I  was  close  enough  to  hear  the  lumbering. 

Question.  You  are  sure  von  heard  that  they  whipped  him  for  being  a  radical  ? 

Anstcer.  That  is  it,  for  being  a  radical,  and  then  he  was  teaching  school.  I  put  it  to 
them  two  things. 

Question.  When  did  you  say  Jerry  Brown  was  killed  f 

Answer.  Ho  has  been  killed  about  three  years. 

Quesiiau.  What  was  he  killed  for  ? 

Ansioer.  For  owning  his  profession ;  that  he  was  so  bold  about  it  in  the  crowd.  He 
was  not  afeared  to  disown  his  name,  who  he  was,  and  who  he  allowed  to  vote  for,  and 
all  this.  That  was  what  I  ever  heard  he  was  killed  for. 

QM^tioH.  Who  told  you  he  was  killed  for  that  f 
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Amwer.  I  beard  it  amongst  the  whole  crowd  of  people.  It  was  so  said  in  the  whole 
neighborhood,  both  black  and  white,  that  I  ever  heard. 

Question.  Tell  ns  the  name  of  some  one  person  who  told  yon  he  was  killed  for  that 
cansef 

Anstcer,  I  heard  Warren  McMorris  was  one  man  I  heard  say  it. 

Queaiion.  Where  does  Warren  McMorris  live  f 

Answer.  He  was  living  at  Mr.  Cole's  then.  I  don't  know  where  he  is  now;  dead,  I 
reckon. 

QuestUm.  Yon  think  he  is  dead  T 

Answer.  I  have  no  idea  where  he  is.  I  don't  kn<nr  nothing  about  him,  or  where 
he  is. 

QuesUm.  How  was  he  shot ;  taken  ont  and  shot  f 

Answer.  Jerry  Brown  f 

QuesUan.  Yes. 

Answer.  They  shot  him  in  his  bed.    He  was  lying  in  his  bed  when  I  saw  him. 

Question.  Was  he  shot  there  f 

Answer.  He  must,  nndonbtedly,  have  been  shot  in  the  bed.  That  is  what  his  wife 
told.  She  said  he  was  lying  flat  of  his  back.  She  got  np  and  opened  the  door.  Wbea 
they  hollered,  "  Open  the  door,''  she  asked  who  it  was.  She  got  over  him  in  the  bed. 
He  jnst  laid  flat  of  his  back ;  and  she  says  the  first  oue  walked  np  to  him  and  asked, 
<'  Who  is  that  in  the  bed  T"  She  said,  ''It  is  my  husband."  He  said  back,  "Isn't  it 
old  Jerry  Brown  f"  and  then  she  hiished  talking  and  wouldn't  say  nothing.  He 
had  his  pistol  in  his  hand.  She  didn't  know  what  his  intention  was.  The  man  asked 
Uncle  Jerry,  "  Who  are  you  f  "  Uncle  Jerry  never  spoke  to  answer.  Tliat  is  the  way 
I  heard  it.  And  then  they  asked  his  wife,  ''Who  was  he?"  and  she  says,  "My  hus- 
band ;"  and  when  she  said  it  was  my  husband,  and  he  asked  her  wasn't  it  old  Jerrr 
Brown,  she  didn't  say  nothing,  and  they  called  on  him,  and  he  didn't  say  nothing,  and 
they  said,  "  Yes  it  is ;"  and  the  first  man  shot  him,  and  shot  him  right  in  his  temple, 
right  here,  [iUnstrating,]  and  then  he  rolled  over,  and  they  put  another  load  in  hifl 
back,  richt  agin  his  heart,  and  then  shot  another  ball  in  bis  thigh.  The  ball  tbey 
shot  in  his  thigh,  lyini;  there,  came  through  to  before,  and  raised  np  a  knot  under  the 
skin  like  veins  coming  up ;  and  it  was  so  said  that  some  of  them  cut  the  baJl  ont. 

Question.  Who  was  it  that  knocked  Hughes  down  with  a  rock? 

Anstcer.  It  was  Moses  Bird. 

Question.  When  did  that  happen  ? 

Answer.  Last  year. 

Question:  At  what  time  ? 

Answer.  I  can't  tell  you.    Along  in  the  summer  season,  some  time  in  the  year. 

Question.  How  long  have  you  been  living  here  ? 

Answer.  I  moved  &wn  here  some  time  in  May. 


Macox,  Mississippi,  Kotemher  16, 187L 

PETER  COOPER  (colored)  sworn  and  examined. 
By  the  Chairman  : 

Questi<m.  Where  do  you  live  ? 

Ansicer.  I  live  in  Macon  now ;  but  I  formerly  lived  in  Winston  County. 

Question.  How  long  have  you  lived  in  that  county  ? 

Answer.  About  twenty- six  or  twenty-seven  years. 

Question.  What  occupation  were  you  following  before  you  came  here? 

Answer.  I  was  teaching  school. 

Question.  A  colored  school,  I  suppose  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

QuesUon.  How  came  yon  to  quit  teaching  it? 

Answer.  The  Ku-Klux  came  one  night  and  got  after  me. 

Question.  Tell  the  committee  the  particulars  of  it. 

Answer.  Well,  sir,  I  do  not  know  much  about  it ;  but  I  can  'tell  what  I  do  know.  I 
commenced,  teaching  that  Monday  morning,  and  taught  until  Friday  night,  when  they 
came.  They  came  about  one  o'clock  at  night.  I  was  not  at  home  that  night.  They 
came  to  my  house  and  looked  for  me,  bnt  could  not  find  me  anywhere  in  the  boose. 

Question,  Have  you  a  family  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir  ;  I  was  in  a  room  to  mjself ;  I  was  living  with  another  i 

Question.  They  did  not  find  you  that  night  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Did  they  come  back  after  that  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  after  they  could  not  find  me,  they  tnmed  in  and  borst  open  my 
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trunk  and  got  my  money  out,  and  borneil  up  my  clothes  in  that  trunk,  and  all  my 
books  I  'was  studying. 

Qttestian,  Burned  up  your  trunk  and  books  f 

Jnstcer.  Burst  open  my  trunk  and  got  out  my  clothes  and  money,  and  burned  up  my 
clothes. 

Question.  What  did  they  do  with  the  school-house  f 

Answer.  Tliey  didn't  pester  the  school-house. 

Question.  How  much  money  had  you  in  the  trunk  f 

Anstcer.  Twenty-three  dollars. 

Question,  That  was  stolen  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.    They  burned  up  my  box  of  shoemaker's  tools ;  I  was  a  shoemaker. 

Question.  Did  you  understand  how  many  men  came  there  that  night  f 

^n«ti;<T.  Tes,  sir;  thirty-aeven. 

Que$tion.  Did  they  have  discuises  on  T 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  was  told  they  had  on  some  white  kind  of  cloth  over  their  faces, 
and  aprons  that  came  down  about  their  knees. 

Question.  Were  they  on  horseback  t 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  on  horseback. 

Question.  Armed  f 

Ansicer.  Yes,  sir ;  they  had  pistols.  I  don't  think  they  had  anything  more  than  pis- 
tols and  clubs. 

Question,  Had  you  received  any  warning  not  to  teach  the  school  before  they  came 
for  you  T 

Answer,  No,  sir. 

Question.  Do  you  know  of  anv  other  colored  teachers  being  raided  T 

Answer,  No,  sir;  I  don't  think  I  do. 

Question.  Do  you  know  of  any  colored  school-houses  being  burned  in  Winston 
County  f 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  I  don't  know  of  any. 

Question.  Have  you  heard  of  any  T 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Tell  the  committee  what  you  have  heard  in  relation  to  the  burning  of  col- 
ored school-bouses. 

Anstcer.  There  was  a  school  about  six,  or  seven,  or  eight  miles  from  the  town  of 
Louisville;  I  don't  know  anything  about  it,  only  it  was  burned  up  on  a  Sunday 
evening. 

Question,  Was  it  known  by  whom  it  was  burned  T 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  never  heard. 

Question.  You  say  you  never  heard  of  anv  teacher  of  colored  schools  being  whipped, 
killed,  or  interfered  with  by  such  as  these  T 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  I  heard  of  one  man  who  was  whipped  for  teaching  a  tree  school ; 
that  was  before  the  free-school  system  came  on — ^Nathan  Cannon. 

Question,  Tell  what  you  heard  in  relation  to  Nathan  Cannon. 

Answer.  I  didn't  hear  much  about  him.  They  took  him  out  and  whipped  him  nearly 
to  death. 

Question,  Was  he  a  colored  man  T 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  How  long  ago  was  that  T 

Answer,  I  couldn't  tell  you  exactly;  it  was  some  time  before  there  was  any  free 
schools.    He  was  paid  by  the  people  of  the  country. 

Question.  Were  you  acquainted  with  him  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Did  you  see  him  after  he  was  whipped  f 

Answer,  Yes,  air. 

Question.  Did  he  tell  you  the  particulars  f 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  You  learned  them  from  others  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Do  yon  know  or  have  you  heard  of  any  colored  people  in  Winston  County 
being  whipped  or  killed  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  heard  of  a  fellow  whipped  the  same  night  they  were  after  me. 

Question.  Who  was  he  f 

Answer.  Mordecai  Mitchell. 

Question.  Have  you  told  the  committee  when  it  was  they  were  after  you ;  have  you 
stated  the  time  t 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  have  not  stated  ic.  I  have  the  paper  here  that  I  could  see  what 
time  by,  [producing  a  paper.]  This  is  my  petition,  made  about  three  weeks  before  I 
commeuced  teaching  school.    This  petition  is  datea  in  March,  1871. 

Question.  You  say  this  raid  was  made  upon  you  about  three  weeks  after  this  petition 
was  gotten  up  f 
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Jrmrer,  Yes^mr. 

Question.  You  say  that  Mordecai  >Iitchell  was  whipped  the  sacic  uight  tbey  were 
after  yon  f 

An9icer.  Yrs,  sir ;  he  was  in  hearing  of  the  honse. 

Question.  Were  you  acquainted  with  him  f 

Anncer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Was  he  a  colored  man  f 

Ansicer.  Yrs,  sir. 

Question.  Did  he  ever  tell  you  the  particulars  of  his  whipping  ? 

Anstrer.  No, sir;  he  never  told  me  the  particulars. 

Question.  Yon  heard  it  from  other  people  t 

Anstcer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  You  may  state  to  the  committee  the  facts  as  they  were  told  to  yoa. 

Answer.  We  don't  know  very  much  np  there  what  was  done  to  others,  for  tbey  are 
not  allowed  to  talk.  If  they  are  whipped,  they  don't  talk  hardly  any  to  anybody- 
how  much  they  were  whipped,  or  how 

Question.  Whyf 

Answer.  Because  they  are  afraid.    They  charge  them  not  to  talk. 

Question.  Tho^e  that  whip  them  charge  them  not  to  tell  of  it  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  not  to  tell  anything  about  it. 

Question.  And  they  refuse  to  talk  about  it  f 

Answer.  Yes, sir;  some  will  not  talk  at  all. 

Question.  Did  you  hear  be  was  taken  out  of  his  honse  and  whipped  by  disguised  men? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  they  broke  his  gate  down  and  took  his  pistols ;  they  told  him  when 
they  come  bock  again  they  would  give  him  his  pistols  back  again. 

Question.  Did  you  understand  that  he  was  whipped  by  disgnist^d  men  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  they  went  right  from  my  house  to  where  he  live<l. 

Qu^tion.  Was  he  a  man  of  a  family  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  They  invaded  his  honse  after  night,  and  took  him  ont  and  whipped  himf 

An9wef.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Did  yon  understand  what  he  was  whipped  for  T 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  What  did  they  say  they  whipped  him  for,  as  yon  nnderstixMl  it  T 

Answer.  I  don't  think  I  understood  what  they  said  they  whipped  hiui  lor. 

Question.  W^as  he  severely  whipped  t 

Answer.  They  hit  him  about  fifty  licks,  they  said. 

Question.  Is  he  living  there  ? 

Answer.  Yes, sir;  he  is  living  there  yet. 

Question.  Whose  plantation  was  he  working  f 

Answer.  He  had  a  place  of  his  own. 

Question.  Had  he  paid  for  his  landf 

Anstcer.  No, sir;  not  all.    He  had  paid  part. 

Question.  What  other  colore<l  men  do  ^ou  know  of  being  whipped  or  hilled  f 

Answer.  I  heard  of  Robin  Coleman  being  whipped. 

Question.  What  did  yon  hear  about  his  case  t 

Answer.  Nothing  more  than  he  was  taken  out  and  whipped. 

Question,  When  did  that  occur? 

Answer.  It  occurred  about  four  weeks  after  I  commenced  teaching  schouL 

Question.  Was  be  working  on  a  plantation  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  he  was  working  on  Mr.  Perkins's  place. 

Question.  Did  you  understand  what  his  offense  was  7 

Answer.  No,sii*. 

Question.  Was  he  a  man  of  a  family  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  W^as  he  said  to  hav^  been  whipped  by  disguised  men  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  How  many  licks  did  you  understand  were  administered  to  him  f 

Answer.  I  never  heard  how  much  they  whipped  him. 

Question,  Does  he  still  live  there  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  he  lives  there  yet. 

Question.  What  is  the  next  case) 

Answer.  I  heard  of  them  whipping  George  Gladney. 

Question.  Was  he  whipped  about  the  same  time  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Whose  place  did  he  live  on  f 

Answer.  Mr.  Perkins's  place. 

Question.  What  was  he  whipped  for  T 

Anstcer.  I  never  heanl. 

Question.  Was  he  whipped  by  the  same  party  that  whipped  Robin  Coleman  f 
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Anstoer,  Yes,  sir. 

Qvestian,  Did  you  hear  aboat  the  case  of  Samael  McMillan  f 

Answer.  No,  sir.    I  am  acquainted  with  him. 

Question.  Did  you  ever  hear  that  the^  shot  at  hiv  f 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  it  must  have  been  since  I  left  there. 

QucsUon.  You  left  there  soon  after  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  about  a  week  after  I  quit  teaching  schooL 

Question.  Have  you  not  been  back  there  since  f 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Did  you  ever  hear  of  the  case  of  Sol  TriplettT 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  A  colored  man  who  "was  killed  T 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Did  ^ou  ever  hear  of  the  case  of  Allen  Bird  T 

Answer.  Yen,  sir. 

(^estion.  What  did  you  hear  about  him  f 

Answer.  I  just  heard  he  was  killed  in  the  J  ail,  in  the  cage. 

Question.  Did  you  hear  that  the  men  were  disguised  that  kiUed  him  that  night  f 

Answer.'  I  didn't  hear  whether  they  were  disguised  or  not. 

Question.  Was  it  after  night  that  they  entered  the  Jail  and  killed  him  or  in  the  day- 
time? 

Answer.  It  was  at  night. 

Question.  How  many  were  concerned  T 

Answer.  1  heard  there  was  about  a  hundred. 

Question.  He  was  in  the  jail  at  LowviUe  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Did  you  ever  hear  of  the  case  of  Jerry  Brown  T 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Killed  about  three  years  ago  f 

Answer.  No,  sir.  He  was  killed  somewhere  not  far  from  Macon  here — Jerry  Brown 
was. 

Question.  Did  you  hear  of  the  case  T 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  What  did  you  hear  about  itt 

Answer.  Nothing  more  than  he  was  killed. 

Question.  Killed  near  Macon? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Did  you  hear  that  he  was  killed  at  his  own  honsQ  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  I  think  he  was  shot  in  his  own  house. 

Question.  Did  you  hear  what  he  was  shot  for? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Do  you  know  William  Coleman  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Did  you  ever  hear  the  Ku-Klux  were  after  him  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  What  did  you  understand  about  his  case? 

Answer.  1  understood  that  they  were  after  him  one  night,  and  chunked  him  about 
"With  guns. 

Question.  Did  yon  understand  that  they  whipped  him  ? 

Ansteer.  No,  sir.  I  understood  they  whipped  him,  too,  and  I  asked  him,  but  he  didn't 
tell  me  they  did.  I  understood  from  others  that  they  whipped  him,  but  he  never  told 
me  they  whipped  him. 

By  Mr.  Bulir  : 
Question.  Did  he  tell  you  they  did  not  whip  him? 
Answer.  He  didn't  tell  me  what  they  did. 

By  the  Chairman: 

Question.  You  understood  from  others  that  he  was  whipped  by  the  Ku-Klox? 
Ansu}€r.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  He  had  a  place  of  his  own  ? 
Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  And  considerable  stock  ? 
Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  He  had  to  leave  the  county  and  come  here,  did  he  not? 
Ansvoer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Have  you  heard  of  any  other  cases  of  colored  people  being  either  whipped 
or  killed  in  Winston  County  ? 
Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  don't  believe  I  have. 
Question.  You  think  these  are  all  the  cases  you  can  recollect  or  think  of  now  ? 
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Anstcer,  No,  sir ;  there  was  one  man  killed  np  at  Webster,  in  Winston  Coonty. 

Question,  What  was  his  name?  Tell  all  you  know  about  it. 

Answer.  I  believe  that  his  name  was  Jerry — something,  but  I  cannot  remember  his 
surname.  • 

QttesUon,  When  was  ho  killed  f 

Ansicer.  He  has  been  killed  about  two  years  ago. 

Question,  By  the  Ku-Klux  ? 

Answer.  I  don't  know.    He  was  shot  in  the  day-time. 

Question.  Was  there  more  than  one  roan  concerned  in  killing  him  f 

Ansiver.  I  do  not  know,  sir. 

Question.  What  do  you  understand  he  was  killed  for  f 

Answer.  1  think  they  charged  him  with  persuading  colored  people  to  vote  the  ndieal 
ticket. 

Question.  Was  he  a  man  that  took  a  good  deal  of  intereat  in  politics  T 

Answer.  Tes,  sir;  he  talked  a  good  deal  during  election. 

Question.  Was  he  a  man  that  had  much  influence  with  the  colored  people? 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir;  he  had  right  smart. 

Question,  la  it  your  understanding  that  he  waa  killed  because  he  raUied  the  eolored 
people  to  vote  the  republican  ticket? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Is  that  the  general  understanding  among  your  people  that  he  was  killed  for 
that  reason  ? 

Ansicer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Do  ^ou  think  of  any  other  cases? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Is  Winston  a  county  that  has  a  good  deal  of  good  land,  or  is  it  nther  a 
poor  county  ? 

Anstcer.  It  is  a  fvolerably  poor  county. 

Question,  Do  they  raise  much  cotton  there? 

Answer*  In  some  places  they  raise  right  smart. 

Question.  Are  there  more  white  people  there  than  colored? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Many  poor  white  people  there  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  a  good  many. 

Question.  Are  the  poor  whites  friendly  to  the  colored  people  f 

Answer.  Some  of  them  are. 

Question.  How  is  it  with  the  most  of  them,  are  they  friendly  or  nnfrieodly? 

Answer.  Most  of  them  are  friendly. 

Question.  Are  they  anxious  to  get  them  out  of  the  county  and  keep  them  from  woik- 
ing  the  land  ? 

Answer.  1  have  heard  that  some  of  them  say  that  they  are  going  to  nm  all  the  ltd- 
ical  negroes  out.    They  said  that  the  radical  negroes  should  not  live  there. 

Question.  Are  the  whites  in  that  county  pretty  generally  democrats? 

Ansicer.  Yes,  sir ;  much  more  than  anytmng  elae. 

Question.  You  think  the  white  democrats  up  there  are  not  in  favor  of  the  negroei 
voting  the  radical  ticket  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Have  yon  ever  heard  them  say  so  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir;  I  never  heard  that,  but  the  man  I  waa  living  with  at  the  time  tber 
were  alter  me,  they  told  him  that  I  should  not  live  with  him ;  that  I  was  a  damned  ndi- 
cal  scalawag,  and  I  had  to  pay  him  my  rent  and  get  out ;  that  I  should  not  live  irith 
him  ;  and  I  think  about  two  of  them  took  my  feather-bed  out  and  emptied  the  feath- 
ers out  of  it  in  an  old  Held.  They  said  I  should  not  live  in  the  house  with  that  nuw- 
He  did  not  fight  at  all,  the  man  I  was  living  with. 

Question.  Are  the  white  x)eople  in  your  part  of  the  county,  where  yon  were  engaged* 
in  favor  of  colored  schools  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  they  said  there  shouldn't  be  no  colored  schools.  They  said  that  I 
was  not  going  to  have  auy ;  that  I  shouldn't  teach  at  all. 

Question.  What  reason  did  they  give  why  they  were  opposed  to  the  cqfored  peoi^e 
being  educated  ? 

Anstcer.  They  think  they  are  opposed  to  paying  taxes  for.  the  purpose  of  schooling 
colored  children. 

Question.  Does  a  colored  man  fare  any  better  up  there  if  he  votes  the  democxatic 
ticKet  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  What  makes  yon  think  so  ? 

Answer.  Well,  I  have  seen  how  they  treat  some  that  voted  the  radical  ticket  Thij 
are  treated  better  among  the  white  people. 

Question.  If  they  vote  the  democratic  ticket  ? 

Answer.  Yea,  sir. 
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Question,  Yoa  have  seen  that  yourself? 

Answer.  I  have  a  brother  there  that  votes  the  democratic  ticket,  and  he  is  Just  the 
same  as  they  are.    They  treat  him  the  same  way. 

By  Mr.  Buckley: 
Question.  Treat  hir.i  the  same  as  though  he  was  white  ? 
Anstcen  Yes,  air. 

By  the  CirAiK>L»:N : 

Question.  Do  yon  think  he  votes  the  democratic  ticket  firom  principlci  because  he 
prefers  that  party,  or  because  ho  can  get  along  better  with  the  whites  f 

Answer.  He  votes  only  because  he  can  get  along  better.  He  is  of  the  same  opinion 
that  he  always  vraw. 

Question.  He  is  at  ?ieart,  then,  a  radical,  you  think  f 

A  nswcr.  Yet*,  hi  t. 

Quvsiion.  As  a  general  thing,  if  kit  to  themselves,  how  would  the  colored  people 
voto? 

Answer.  They  would  all  vote  radical,  to  my  opinion,  and  aheap  don't  vote  at  all,  on 
account  of  making  disturbances  with  the  white  people.  A  great  many  don't  vote  at 
all.    A  heap  will  vote  any  way,  and  some  few  vote  with  the  white  people. 

Qnestion.  Do  you  think  the  owners  of  land  try  to  prevent  the  colored  people  from 
voting  the  republican  ticket? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 

Qticstion.  Did  you  say  this  colored  man  you  lived  with  did  not  vote  T 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  he  never  voted  at  aU  the  lost  election. 

Question.  Why  not! 

Answer.  I  don't  know  the  reason. 

Question.  Was  he  afraid  tof 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  he  did  not  vote  on  account  of  some  of  the  white  people  telling  him 
he  was  all  right;  if  he  did  not  vote  for  them  not  to  vote  at  all,  and  he  would  fare  bet- 
ter among  them. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Question.  The  democrats  are  able  to  carry  the  election  in  Winston  County  f 
Answer.  Yes,  sir,  they  carry  it  there. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question.  Where  were  you  when  William  Coleman  was  whipped  T 

Answer.  I  was  living  in  town  at  Louisville. 

Question.  Did  you  hear  of  it  at  the  time  ? 

Answer.  Yes.  sir. 

Question.  Wnat  did  you  hear  him  say  about  it  T 

Answer.  I  asked  him  one  day  something  about  the  whipping  of  him,  and  he  told  me 
he  hadn't  told  nobody  that  they  whipped  him.  I  told  him  I  had  heard  that  they 
whipped  him.  He  only  told  me  he  hadn't  told  nobody,  much  less  he  did  not  tell  me 
at  that  time  ,*  but  he  said  he  was  going  to  leave  there  shortly.  He  was  fixing  up  then 
to  leave. 

Question.  How  soon  was  this  after  he  was  whipped  T 

Answer.  Not  more  than  two  days.  He  was  hxing  to  leave  then,  and  I  asked  him 
about  it. 

Question.  Did  ho  have  any  marks  upon  him  where  he  had  been  whipped  T 

Answer.  I  heard  it  said  that  he  was  marked  up.  I  heard  some  colored  people  speak 
about  it,  that  he  was  marked  up,  but  I  don't  believe  I  saw  any  scars. 

Question.  You  could  not  see  any  f 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Question.  You  did  not  look  at  his  back? 
Answer.  No,  sir;  only  his  face. 

Question.  Did  you  run  your  fingers  through  his  hair  and  feel  any  wounds  there  ? 
Anstcer.  No,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question.  Ho  said  he  did  not  toll  anybody  he  was  whipped  f. 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  that  is  what  he  told  me. 

Question.  Did  you  understand  him  to  deny  that  he  was  whippped  by  what  he  said  T 

Answer.  Well,  no,  sir ;  I  did  not  understand  him  that  he  denized  it,  but  from  what 
other  people  had  told  me  that  he  was  whipped,  and  from  what  he  said,  he  said  ho 
didn't  tell  nobody  he  was  whipped.    1  told  him  I  heard  he  was  whipped. 
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Question.  Did  you  understand  from  what  he  said  as  he  spoke  of  it  that  he  was  tlpny- 
ing  it ;  did  he  intend  to  convey  the  impression  to  you  that  he  had  not  been  whim»«l! 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  it  just  seemed  to  me  like  ho  had  been  whipped,  and  he  woaldu't 
tell  me  whether  he  had  or  had  not ;  and  he  didn't  tell  me,  but  he  said  he  had  not  told 
nobody  that  he  had  not  been,  or  had  been  whipped.  I  didn't  underRtand  him  any  fur> 
thor.  I  reckon,  if  he  was  whipped,  he  didn't  want  to  state  whether  he  had  been  or 
not ;  but  he  told  me  he  was  going  Uy  get  away  from  there  in  a  short  time,  and  told  me 
not  to  say  anything  about  hbi  fixins;  up  to  leave. 

Qucsiidn,  What  aid  he  tell  you.  he  was  going  away  for  ? 

Ansicer,  Ho  didn't  say  what 

Question.  Did  he  leave  his  ])rfpeH:y  behind  when  he  came  f 

Answer.  I  don't  know  how  he  fisea  it  up  about  his  land.  He  had  not  paid  for  it,  1 
believe,  but  he  yoked  his  steers  and  fetched  with  him. 

Question.  Brought  his  steers  yath  him  f 

Afiswer.  Yes.  sir. 

Question.  Did  he  have  anything  cbe  f 

Answer.  Not  as  I  know  of.  I  uv.vev  visited  his  house.  I  have  passed  there  a  time  or 
two.    I  live  about  a  mile  from  the  place.    I  never  stopped  to  see  what  stock  be  had. 

Question.  He  told  you  he  was  going  to  leave  t 

Ansicer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Did  he  tell  you  he  was  going  to  bring  away  his  property  T 

Answa-.  No,  sir ;  he  didn't  say  that. 

Question.  Did  jrou  see  him  when  he  left  f 

Answer.    No,  sir. 

Question.  Did  he  leave  before  you  did  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Came  away  before  you  did  T 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Have  you  seen  him  since  T 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Seen  him  here  in  town  f 

Ansicer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Have  you  had  any  conversation  with  him  since  you  have  been  here  about 
what  occurred  f 

Answer,  No,  sir;  not  what  has  occurred  up  in  Winston ;  never  have  talked  withbiffl 
about  what  was  done  up  there. 

Question.  How  long  did  you  say  it  was  after  he  was  whipped  that  you  saw  him  ? 

Anstcer.  About  two  days. 

Question.  Do  you  not  think,  if  he  had  been  whipped  very  badly,  you  could  have  dis- 
covered it  t 

Answer.  If  he  had  been  scarred  about  his  face  I  would  have  seen  it :  but  he  may  have 
been  whipped  very  bad,  and  I  couldn't  have  seen  it  in  his  face.  I  did  not  see  i.:  y 
Bears  about  his  face. 

Question.  Was  his  head  gashed  any  f 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  did  not  see  him  with  his  hat  oflF.  I  met  him  in  the  rojul.  He  was 
passing  by  the  shop  were  I  was  working,  and  I  followed  him  and  stoppe<l  him. 

Question.  Was  he  walking  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Did  he  look  from  the  manner  in  which  he  walked  as  if  he  was  snfferiTig  T 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  he  was  walking  tolerably  well. 

Question.  Walked  pretty  brisk  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Did  he  show  anything  in  his  action  as  if  ho  was  sore  from  the  whipping  7 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  don't  know. 

Question.  If  you  had  not  heard  he  had  been  whipped,  would  you  have  suspected  it 
irom  his  appearance  in  any  way  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir.  I  don't  expect  I  would  have  asked  him.  I  am  certain  I  would  net, 
for  he  got  past  the  shop  before  I  called  him. 

By  Mr.  Rice: 
Question.  Had  he  a  crop  in  at  the  time  T 
Ansicer.  No,  sir;  I  don't  believe  he  had.    That  was  along  in  March,  sometime. 

By  the  Chairman: 
Question.  He  ma^  have  had  hogs  and  sheep  and  mules  about  his  house  and  yoa  ^^ 
have  known  anything  about  it  f 
Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  You  say  ho  had  not  his  hat  off,  and  so  you  could  not  examine  his  head  r 
Answa:  No,  sir. 
[Committee  took  a  recess  of  one  hour,  for  dinner.] 
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The  WiTKESS :  I  desire  to  make  a  correction.  I  have  been  talkinfi;  with  William 
Coleman,  and  he  says  it  was  about  three  weeks  after  he  was  whipped  before  I  saw  him 
on  the  road  by  the  shop,  and  I  talked  with  him  about  it.  I  think  it  was  only  two  or 
three  days  after  I  heard  about  it  that  I  saw  him.  I  don't  remember  how  long  after  he 
was  whipped  it  was  before  I  heard  of  it. 


Macon,  Mississippi,  Xovendw  6, 1871. 

JEFFERSON  B.  ALGOOD  sworn  and  examined. 
By  the  Chairman  : 

Question,  Doctor,  state  your  residence  and  occupation. 

An^icer,  I  reside  about  a  mile  from  Macon.  I  am  a  planter.  I  have  my  plantation 
all  rented  out. 

QueBiion,  How  long  have  you  lived  in  Noxubee  County  f 

Answer,  About  twelve  years. 

Question.  Are  you  a  native  of  the  Southern  States  T 

Jnstcer,  Yes,  sir.    I  was  bom  and  raised  in  South  Carolina. 

Question,  Are  you  well  acquainted  through  this  county  T 

Answa\  Pretty  well,  I  believe.  I  know  most  of  the  people  in  the  county,  or  a  great 
many  of  them,  at  least. 

Question,  Are  yon  a  candidate  at  this  time  for  any  office  f 

Answer.  I  am  a  candidate  for  the  board  of  supervisors  in  this  distriot— the  third 
district. 

Question.  The  desire  of  the  committee  is  to  obtain  a  fair  picture  of  the  condition  of 
things  as  regards  the  execution  of  the  law — the  security  of  life,  person,  and  property, 
and  the  free  expression  of  opinion  upon  political  subjects.  Any  information  which 
you  can  give  the  oommittee  upon  these  general  subjects  is  desirable. 

Answer,  Well,  I  really  know  but  mighty  little.  There  has  been  an  organization  of 
parties  in  the  county— of  parties  that  have  been  prowling  over  the  country,  that  have 
nad  a  great  deal  of  influence  over  many  citizens  of  the  county. 

Question.  You  may  describe  that  organisation,  and  its  objects. 

Answer.  Well,  I  think  that  the  purpose  and  object  of  the  organization,  to  some  ex- 
tent, has  been  to  correct  some  of  the  evils  in  the  country.  At  the  same  time,  it  Las 
been  for  political  purposes.  It  has  got  into  the  hands  of  bad  men,  and  they  have 
managed  it  badly,  so  as  to  have  a  very  b^d  effect  in  the  country. 

Question.  So  far  as  you  know,  or  your  information  extends,  do  its  members  belong  to 
one  of  the  politicfd  parties  f 

Answer.  1  think  they  belong  entirely  to  the  democratic  party.    That  is  my  opinion. 

Question.  You  may  state  any  manifestations  of  the  existence  of  this  organization 
-which  have  come  to  your  notice. 

Answer.  I  can  only  state  that  a  letter  was  received  by  Judge  Ames  from  the  Grand 
Cyclops — I  do  not  remember  the  signature — in  which  he  was  notified,  and  myself,  in 
reference  to  our  course  of  conduct,  which  the  Judge  showed  to  me.  You  can  call  him 
before  you.    The  letter,  I  suppose,  he  has  got  now. 

Question.  Can  you  give  the  committee  the  substance  of  that  letter? 

Anstver,  The  substance  of  that  letter  was  tliis:  He  is  the  superintendent  of  educa- 
tion of  the  county.  I  think  they  required  him  to  throw  up  that  position,  and  then 
they  called  my  name — wrote  my  name,  and  said  to  him  that  I  had  better  desist  from 
my  course,  or  they  wonld  visit  us  both.  The  Judge  had  received  a  letter  previous  to 
tliat.  He  only  showed  me  the  last  one;  he  never  showed  me  the  first  one.  He  told 
lue  ho  had  received  it. 

Question.  How  was  it  signed  f 

Ansieer.  I  think  it  was  signed,  "By  order  of  the  Grand  Cyclops"  of  such  and  such  a 
division,  written  in  a  very  bad  hand. 

Question.pid  the  hand  appear  to  be  cramped— disguised  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir;  unnatural;  disguised  entirely. 

Question.  How  long  since  that  letter  was  received  f 

Answer.  I  think  it  was  received  in  March,  probably. 

Question,  March  lastf 

Ansicci*.  Yes,  sir,  or  thereabouts. 

Qiu'stion,  Was  it  received  through  the  post-office  T 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  he  got  it  out  of  the  post-office. 

Qnisiion.  What  post-mark  did  it  bear  ! 

A  nsH'cr.  I  don't  know. 

Qutxiion.  Have  you  heard  of  the  parades  or  riding  of  this  organization  in  the  night- 
tiiiio,  in  disguise? 

Answvr,  1  have  only  heard  that  they  passed  through  town  here  one  night.    I  heard 
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Beville  make  the  remark.    I  never  saw  any;  none  ever  called  on  me.    I  know  notliiDg 
about  them  personally. 

Question.  Is  it  your  information  that  they  were  in  disguise— in  their  costumes  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  they  were  in  disguise. 

Question.  In  what  number  do  you  understand  that  they  passed  through  townf 

Ansicer.  From  fifteen  to  twenty. 

Question.  When  should  this  have  occurred  7 

Answer.  1  think  it  must  have  been  in  May,  perhaps.    I  couldn't  locate  the  time. 

QuesUon.  In  May  last  f 

Answer.  Yea,  sir. 

Question.  Was  it  in  the  night-time  ? 

Answer.  In  the  night;  about  midnight. 

Question.  Did  you  hear  of  any  outrage  about  that  time  supposed  to  have  been  com- 
mitted  by  them  f 

Answer.  None  at  all,  sir,  that  I  recollect. 

Question.  Have  you  heard  of  their  being  seen  or  of  their  having  made  visitations  in 
other  parts  of  the  county? 

Answer.  There  were  some  five  or  six  came  to  my  plantation,  five  miles  below  Iiere, 
That  has  been  about  three  months  ago,  I  reckon. 

Question.  At  nieht  f 

Answer.  At  night;  about  midnight,  sir. 

Question.  Was  any  person  molested  or  interfered  with  T 

Answer.  No,  sir.  Tne^  took  the  gentleman  living  there  and  carried  him  o£f  with 
them  up  to  Mr.  Hayne's  in  search  of  a  negro,  and  when  they  got  ther«  he  was  not  there. 
They  made  him  take  them  there ;  made  him  get  his  mule  and  lead  them  up  there. 

Question.  They  did  not  find  the  nc^ro  man? 

Answer.  No,  sir.  Mr.  Johnson,  living  on  my  plantation,  told  me  w^hen  they  got  np 
there  they  did  not  find  the  boy,  and  turned  him  loose.  They  went  to  Mr.  Hayot'^ 
plantation,  which  is  albout  a  mile  from  me. 

Question.  Have  you  heard  of  negroes  being  killed  and  whipped  ha  different  parti  of 
the  county  by  bands  of  men  in  disguise  ? 

Answer.  1  have  heard  of  them,  but  know  uothiig  about  them  of  my  own  knowledge. 
I  paid  mighty  little  attention  to  these  things.  I  don't  want  to  be  connected  iritli 
them ;  yet  it  lias  been  done  all  over  the  county. 

Question.  How  long  has  this  state  of  things  been  going  on? 

Answer.  Well,  I  don't  think  we  had  any  in  the  county  until  about  twelve  or  eighteen 
months  ago.  Some  portions  of  the  county  have  been  very  quiet,  and  had  no  visita- 
tions from  Ku-Klnx  at  all. 

Question.  What  localities  in  the  county  seem  to  have  been  visited  by  them  most  ? 

Anstcer.  Mushulaville,  up  west  of  here,  and  in  that  range.  It  seems  they  have 
prowled  about  it  more  than  any  other  place. 

Question.  Have  you  heard  of  the  case  of  Betsey  Lucas,  who  lived  at  tlus  time  in 
Macon ;  of  a  whipping  she  received  at  Robert  Jackson's,  in  the  north  part  of  thii 
county  t 

Answer.  No,  sir  ;  I  know  nothing  in  the  world  about  it. 

Question.  Have  vou  heard  of  the  case  of  Sam  Coger,  a  colored  man  said  to  have  beea 
killed  by  Ku-Kluxt 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  only  know  he  was  killed  above  here,  but  I  know  nothing  abontit 

Question.  You  heard  of  the  fact  that  he  was  killed  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  I  heard  of  the  fact  that  ho  was  killed  in  this  county. 

Question.  Did  you  hear  of  the  case  of  Dick  Maloue  about  the  same  timof 

Answa'.  Only  of  the  fact.    I  heard  he  was  kiUed. 

Question.  Did  you  hear  of  the  killing  of  Bully  Jack,  near  Shuqualak  f 

Aftswer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Did  you  hear  the  particulars  t 

Answer,  Only  from  the  negro  man  living  by  him  that  was  telling  mo  the  ciitam* 
stances  under  which  he  was  kiUed. 

Question.  Did  you  hear  what  was  the  cause  of  his  being  killed  7 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  never  heard  the  cause.  He  was  represented  by  his  friends  as  a 
very  good  negro.    The  community  was  very  much  astonished  that  he  was  killed. 

Question.  Have  you  heard  of  the  whipping  of  Isam  Lowry  t 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  know  nothing  about  it. 

Question.  Or  of  the  whipping  of  Alexander  Hughes? 

Answer  No,  sir ;  I  know  nothing  about  it. 

Question.  Or  of  the  whipping  ol  William  Coleman  f 

Answer.  I  know  nothing  at  all  about  it. 

Question.  Have  you  heard  of  the  killing  of  Johnson  Keitt  the  past  spring t 

Answer.  No. 

Question.  Of  the  killing  of  Solomon  Triplett  ? 

Answer.  I  only  heard  of  it.    I  know  nothing  about  it. 
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Qtie^Uon,  Have  you  heard  of  the  case  of  a  man  who  was  put  in  the  hands  of  a  con- 
Btable  to  be  brought  to  Macon,  his  body  afterward  being  found  in  theTombigbee  River  f 

An»w€i\  1  only  know  from  what  the  persons  in  the  immediate  neighborhood  told  me. 
I  know  nothing  of  my  own  knowledge  at  all.  The  matter  was  all  before  the  grand 
jury.  The  foreman  of  the  grand  jury  lives  here  in  town.  It  was  sixteen  or  eighteen 
miles  from  us. 

Question.  Did  you  hear  of  the  killing  of  a  colored  man  near  Brooksville;  about  the 
middle  of  Jnue  last  f 

Atistrer,  What  was  his  name! 

Question.  I  do  not  know  his  name. 

Answer.  I  do  not  remember  him. 

Question.  Have  you  heard  of  the  killing  of  Hopkins  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  only  heanl  of  it.    I  know  nothing  iibout  it  in  the  world. 

Question.  Do  you  recollect  his  first  name  f 

Ansirer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Was  he  a  colored  man  T 

Answer.  I  think  he  was. 

QitesHon,  Have  you  heard  of  any  person  whipped  or  killed  on  the  Wilbanks  planta- 
tion? 

Answer.  No,  sir.  I  had  a  negro  woman,  my  cook;  I  don^t  know  whether  she  lived  on 
the  Wilbanks  plantation  or  not.  She  was  the  only  one.  She  was  living  at  either 
Joshna  Bell's  or  Tidd  Bell's,  one  or  the  other.    It  is  her  tale  that  was  told  me. 

Question.  What  is  the  name  of  Mr.  Wissler,  who  was  killed  in  Macon  last  week  f 

Answer.  Charles  Wissler. 

Question.  Will  you  give  the  committee  the  particulars  of  his  death  as  yon  have 
learned  them  f 

Answer,  I  was  not,  at  the  time  of  the  killing,  in  Macon.  I  was  at  the  mil,  14  or  15 
miles  above  here,  and  did  not  get  home  till  last  Saturday.  The  killing  took  place  on 
Wednesday.  I  understood  he  was  putting  up  a  bedstead  in  his  room,  and  two  step- 
children were  assisting  him  in  putting  the  bedstead  up,  and  he  looked  and  saw  that 
one  of  the  windows  was  open.  He  hiul  been  informed  that  perhaps  he  would  be  killed. 
He  turned  around  and  remarked  to  one  of  his  children,  *•  It  will  not  do  to  have  this 
window  open ;"  so  he  went  to  close  it ;  and  it  seemed  one  of  the  shutters  was  hard,  so 
that  he  could  not  close  it,  and  he  went  to  putting  the  bedstead  up  and  was  shot 
through  the  window. 

Question.  What  official  position  did  he  hold  at  the  time  f 

Answer.  He  was  a  magistrate  and  coroner. 

Question.  Was  he  also  a  deputy  marshal  t 

Answer.  1  could  not  speak  Knowingly  as  to  that,  but  I  think  he  was  a  deputy  mar- 
shal. 

Question.  Have  you  understood  that  he  was  threatened  before  he  was  killed  f 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  that  anybody  threatened  him,  only  there  was  a  supposition 
with  many  that  probably  he  woulu  be  killed,  and  he  was  cautioned  that  he  should  be 
particular.    I  don't  know  of  any  threat  at  all. 

Question.  Was  he  a  prominent,  active  republican  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  he  was ;  an  energetic,  industrious  man,  and  a  very  thorough  repub- 
lican. 

Question.  Have  you  ever  heard  of  a  secret,  oath-bound  organization,  called  the 
"White  Rose?" 

Ansicer.  I  have  only  heard  of  it.    I  know  nothing  in  the  world  about  it. 

Question.  Is  it  believed  that  such  an  organization  exists? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Is  it  believed  that  that  organization  is  distinct  from  the  Ku-Klux  Klau  f 

Answer.  I  think  so.  I  think  it  is  rather  for  political  purposes.  I  think  it  is  for  the 
purpose  of  carrying  the  present  election.    That  is  my  idea. 

Question.  Have  you  heard  of  any  secret  society  here  called  "The  Sons  of  the 
South?" 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  How  long  is  that  said  to  have  existed  ? 

Answer.  I  knew  nothing  about  that  until  the  speakius  at  Brooksville,  about  two 
weeks  ago.  I  was  up  there  with  our  sj^eakers,  and  several  men  remarked  to  nie,  "  We 
"  like  to  ' 


would  like  to  have  you  ioin  the  *  Native  Sons  of  the  South.' "  I  told  them  I  was 
already  a  native  son  of  the  South,  and  would  not  join  any  company  to  make  me  one. 
They  were  very  anxious  to  get  as  many  members  as  they  could.  We  laughed  about  it 
and  passed  it  off. 

Question.  Did  you  understand  it  was  a  secret  society  f 

Answer.  1  can't  say  whether  it  is  strictly  a  secret  society.    It  is  an  organization. 

Question.  Have  you  heard  of  any  teachers  of  colored  schools  being  interfered  with  or 
molested  in  any  way  f 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  that  I  know  of  any  teachers  of  colored  schools ;  only  one  who 
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was  going  to  teach  a  white  school— Mr.  Dericut  was  golDg  to  teach  a  school  at  Mash- 
ulavillc. 

Qiu'Hiion.  State  the  narticnlars. 

Jn8trcr.  He  was  to  nave  taught  a  free  school  in  the  neighborhood  of  MusbulavilU', 
and  a  few  nights  before  he  commenced  it,  or  before  he  would  have  commenced  it  aiid 
taught  a  few  days,  the  Kn-Klux,  or  some  individuals  disguised,  visited  him  and  noti- 
fied him  that  he  could  not  teach  a  free  school,  and  ho  desisted  and  did  not  do  it.  It 
prevented  him  from  doing  it.  I  think  in  a  few  nights  afterward  the  school-house  was 
bnriied.     It  was  just  put  up,  and  cost  some  $300  or  $400. 

Question.  That  was  a  fi-ee  white  school  ? 

A  nmctr.  Yes,  sir ;  a  free  white  school.    Our  free  schools  were  just  going  into  operatioii. 

Qtiiifiion,  Did  you  understand  what  was  the  cause  or  motive  for  these  outrages  f 

Amxccr.  Onlj'  opposition  to  free  schools,  I  suppose. 

Qut'Hiion.  Dc)  you  know,  or  have  you  heard,  of  any  colored  school-houses  or  churchi-s 
beiug  burnc<l  f 

AuHicvr.  Well,  there  has  been  a  church  burned  up  here  a  few  nights  ago  ;  but  whttlif-r 
it  was  accidental,  or  whether  the  people  burned  it  up,  I  can*t  say.  It  was  a  coloiri 
cluirch. 

(Jucstion,  In  what  county  was  it  ? 

jH»ivn'.  It  was  about  two  miles  from  Brwjksville. 

(jucfftion.  You  know  nothing  about  the  circumstances  ? 

Aiificer.  Nothing  in  the  world,  sir. 

Question.  Has  there  been,  and  is  there  at  this  time,  any  opposition  on  the  part  of  the 
white  people  of  this  county,  or  any  portion  of  them,  to  the  establishment  of  colored 
schoolii,  autl  the  education  of  colore<i  people? 

Anmvcr.  I  do  not  think  there  is  any  very  great  opposition.  The  law  favored  it.  I 
think  the  people  are  opposed  to  it,  but'l  do  not  think  they  are  in  favor  of  any  Tiolcm\; 
af^iiiust  it ;  there  may  be  some  few,  but  I  do  not  think  the  mass  of  the  white  i)eoplearo 
opi>os«>d  to  it ;  many  are  opposed  to  it  who  would  not,  of  course,  use  any  -violente 
a^rninst  it. 

QncsHon.  Do  you  know,  or  have  you  heard,  of  any  influence  being  exerted  to  det<*r 
colored  men  who  would  vote  the  radical  ticket  from  attending  the  polls,  or  to  iudr.ee 
them  to  vote  the  democratic  ticket  ? 

AnHU'cr.  I  do  not  know  that  I  do. 

Qv.tiiiion.  Have  you  heard  anything  upon  that  subject  T 

Aimrcr.  I  think  not :  if  I  have  I  have  forgot  it. 

(jHCfftion.  To  what  cause  do  you  ascribe  the  scourgings  and  murders  of  colored  uea 
iu  this  connnuuity  f 

Attffwer,  Well,  sir,  that  is  a  very  difficult  matt-er  for  me  to  answer,  for  really  I  do  not 
know  what  cause  there  may  be  to  scourge  them,  to  murder  them,  and  to  assassinate 
them.  I  could  not  saj*,  really,  what  is  the  cause  or  the  wish  on  the  part  of  these  iieo- 
ple  who  do  it. 

Qftestion.  Have  your  courts  been  able  to  punish  these  offenses  committed  by  bands  of 
men  iu  dis^ise  ? 

Am\rfn\  It  has  been  very  difficult  to  find  true  bills  against  them. 

Qncation.  From  what  cause  does  that  difficulty  arise  f 

Aviiccr.  I  could  not  say,  as  I  have  never  been  on  the  grand  jury,  onlj- 1  have  been 
informed  that  it  is  difficult  to  find  true  bills. 

Qucaiion.  In  point  of  fact,  have  you  known,  or  heard  of,  any  white  men  being  pun- 
ished for  any  offenses  commenced  against  negroes  by  men  in  disguise  ? 

Anawer,  I  do  not  know  of  one. 

Quefftion.  What  effect  have  these  various  whippings  and  murders  inflicted  upon  the 
cc>]ore<l  people  had  in  alarming  the  colored  people — making  them  feel  insecure  and 
dls.'^atisfied  f 

AU'Wer.  Well,  here  is  the  result.  Now.  in  these  communities  where  the  negroes  bave 
l>een  visited,  and  where  some  of  them  have  been  whipped  and  threatened,  they  usually 
have  left  the  neighborhood,  and  gone  off  where  they  think  there  is  greater  security. 
In  the  neighborhood  a  great  dealof  the  lands  are  lying  waste  and  unoccupied. 

Question.  What  effect  have  these  disturbances  produced  in  depreciating  the  value  of 
your  land  in  Noxubee  County  ? 

Aiiftiver,  I  think  it  has  afl'ected  it  more  or  less.  To  what  extent  I  am  not  prepared 
to  say. 

Quistion.  I  heard  the  sheriff  this  noon  crjing  a  iKxly  of  land  at  61  an  acre,  at  which 
orice  it  was  subsequently  sold  by  him,  lying  in  the  northwestern  part  of  this  county, 
is  it  common  that  real  estate  is  sold  at  such  a  sacrifice  at  forced  sales  hero  ? 

Antfiver.  Yes,  sir,  it  is  very  common  for  land  to  be  sold  at  from  50  cents  to  $5  when  it 
comes  to  the  block. 

Qnediion.  What  were  such  lands  worth  before  the  war  ? 

Aubv:vr.  I  am  not  prepare<l  to  say  what  sort  of  laud  this  was  that  was  sold,  but  yon 
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may  take  the  best  land  in  the  prairie  hen.*,  which  waa  worth  from  $40  to  JfiO,  and  put 
it  tip  to-moiTow  to  be  sold,  and  it  would  not  brin^;  $8  an  aci*e,  or  not  exceeding  $10. 

QueiitioH.  To  what  cause  do  you  ascribe  this  great  depreciation  T 

Anairtr.  I  can't  ascribe  it  to  any  other  cause  than  want  of  security  and  quietude 
in  the  country. 

Qnestion.  Do  you  think  that  is  the  reason  why  emigration  is  not  flowing  in  here 
freely  and  takins  up  your  laud  T 

Jtlsuer.  1  think  so;  that  is  my  impression. 

Qnettth)!,  These  lands,  with  proper  culture,  would  be  as  productive  now  as  they  were 
before  the  war  ? 

Answer.  Yes. 

Quvfftion.  And  these  prairie  lands,  before  the  war,  you  say  were  intrinsically  worth 
from  $40  to  ^CO  an  acre  f 

Aumrd'.  Yes,  the  best  land  sold  for  from  $40  to  $60  an  acre;  some  come  down  much 
lower. 

Qmstion.  Are  many  transfers  in  real  estate  being  made  in  this  county  f 

Ji4itwa\  Xo,  sir;  not  many;  the  fact  is  nobody  here  is  able  to  buy,  and  everybody 
wants  to  sell,  and,  there  being  no  capitalists  coming  into  the  country,  there  are  no 
sales  made. 

Question.  What  eiforts  are  being  made  to  induce  capitalistji  to  come  into  the  country 
to  settle  ? 

Anmcer.  1  know  of  no  inducements  at  all ;  nothing  at  all  held  out. 

Question.  Do  you  think  that  northern  men  who  would  como  here  and  settle  bona  fide, 
and  bring  capital  with  them,  would  be  received  upon  terms  of  social  equality,  and 
would  be  treated  with  friendship  and  cordiality  by  the  old  white  residents  of  the 
county  ? 

Aum-er.  That  is  a  difficult  question.  Now  there  is  a  great  many  of  our  citizens  have 
a  prejudice  against  the  Yankee,  or  against  the  northern  man,  but  after  ho  settles  here, 
and  does  not  meddle  with  jralitics,  I  believe  that  after  a  while  he  commonly  settles  down 
and  he  gets  on  very  well  with  the  people. 

Question,  Does  that  suppose  that  he  agrees  with  the  prevailing  political  sentiment 
here  f 

Anstrer.  Well,  if  he  is  quiet,  and  has  but  little  to  do  with  politics,  he  can  get  along 
very  well ;  if  ho  meddles  much  with  politics  he  has  mighty  little  friendship  meted  out 
to  him. 

Question.  What  would  be  the  case  if  he  were  openly  to  proclaim  his  political  senti- 
ments, if  he  were  a  republican,  and  strove  to  advance  tne  success  of  the  republican 
paiiy,  or  do  you  mean  that  he  would  be  socially  ostracised  for  that  cause  ? 

Ausvev.  To  some  extent  he  would. 

Question.  How  are  the  colored  |)eople  behavinff  themselves  in  this  county  f 

Answer.  As  a  general  thing  I  think  they  are  behaving  themselves  probably  as  well  as 
in  any  county  in  the  State. 

Question.  Is  there  |^nerally  a  state  of  harmony  between  them  and  the  white  people  ? 

Ansteer.  Well,  I  think  so. 

Question.  Does  there  remain,  in  your  opinion,  any  prejudice  among  the  whites  against 
colored  suffrage,  or  have  they  become  thoroughly  reconciled  to  itT 

Answer.  I  think,  to  a  great  extent,  they  have  become  reconciled  to  it. 

Question.  Do  you  know  or  have  you  heard  of  cases  where  the  owners  of  land  have 
sought  by  undue  influence  to  induce  their  colored  tenants,  or  those  who  work  their 
land  upon  shares,  to  vote  the  democratic  ticket  t 

Answer,  None.    I  have  no  case. 

Question.  What,  in  your  judgment,  is  the  cure  for  these  disturbances  of  which  you 
have  spoken  f  I  mean  those  disturbances  created  by  men  in  disguise  prowling  through 
the  country,  whipping  and  murdering  inoflensive  negroes  T 

Answer.  Well,  that  is  a  thing  I  have  studied  a  go<Kl  deal  about,  as  to^what  would 
correct  it.  Now,  a  law,  unless  it  is  sustained  by  public  opinion,  would  be  very  badly 
executed.  I  think  often  if  the  people  would  meet  together  and  denounce  these  Ku- 
Klux  associations  and  these  murders,  &c.,  &c.,  it  would  have  a  mighty  good  effect  upon 
them. 

Question.  Have  the  whites  never  done  that  in  this  county  f 

Answer.  No,  sir,  not  that  I  know  of  The  republicans,  you  see,  do  not  think  it  would 
be  proper  for  them  to  do  it ;  that  it  would  have  no  good  effect. 

Question.  And  the  democrats  have  never  initiated  any  such  movement  f 

Answer,  No,  sir.  I  have  spoken  to  several  of  them  in  reference  to  the  propriety  of 
it,  but  they  have  never  done  anything. 

Qnestian,  What  do  they  say  T 

Anncer,  They  say  these  outrages  are  very  wrong,  but  they  do  not  want  to  incur  the 
displeasure  of  the  Kn-Klux,  and  I  say  no  more. 

Question.  Then  they  believe  in  the  existence  of  this  Ku-Klux  Klan  and  fear  their 
Tengcance  in  case  they  take  any  movement  against  it  1 
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Answer.  Yos,  sir. 

(juintion.  la  it  the  belief  that  it  is  a  wicle-sprcacl  organization,  so  that  you  never 
know  upon  whose  toes  you  are  trending  when  you  denounce  them  T 

Autfu'er.  No ;  I  think  not.  I  think  perhaps  there  are  only  one  or  two  organizations 
in  the  county,  and  those  are  out  in  the  sparsely  settled  portions  of  the  county,  where 
they  hanlly  ever  owned  a  negro.  That  is  my  idea ;  in  another  portion  of  the  county, 
where  parties  owned  a  few  negroes,  I  think  probably  there  is  some  sentiment  in  that 
direction,  but  I  can't  suy.  Hut  going  in  the  southeustem  portion  of  the  county  here, 
where  the  bulk  of  the  negro  population  is,  and  every  man  that  owned  slaves  is  inter- 
ested in  keeping  his  negroes  at  homo  and  his  plantation  stocked  with  laborers,  there 
bus  been  no  organization  of  the  kind  that  I  know  of.  Those  that  have  come  among 
them  were  from  a  distance. 

QucHtion.  Is  it  your  opinion  that  if  the  democratic  party  were  to  resolutely  set  their 
faces  against  these  outrages  and  determine  to  put  them  down  they  would  cease  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  believe  thoy  would  cease. 

Question.  Have  you  sought  to  impress  your  views  upon  the  democrats  T 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  have  only  spoken  to  one  or  two  of  tiiem. 

QucsiUm.  The  proposition  did  not  seem  to  meet  with  much  favor  f 

Answer.  No,  sir;  they  seemed  to  think  there  was  no  use  in  attempting  it ;  that 
*^  maybe  we  might  be  visited  ourselves,  and  we  had  better  let  it  alone." 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question.  How  is  the  taxation  here  as  compared  with  what  it  formerly  wast 

Anm-er.  Previous  to  the  war  the  tax  on  land  was  three-eighths  of  one  per  cent.  I 
think  during  slavery,  and  now  it  is  half  of  one  percent. ;  it  was  last  year;  the  present 
tax  is  forty  cents  on  the  hnndreil  dollars — four  mills  on  the  dollar. 

Question.  Is  the  total  amount  of  taxation  levied  in  the  county  larger  than  it  was 
during  the  war  T 

Answer.  1  really,  general,  did  not  live  in  the  county.  I  came  in  about  the  time  of  the 
war.  I  do  not  remember  what  the  taxation  was,  or  what  amount  was  gathered.  I  do 
not  know  that  there  was  a  great  deal  of  difference  between  then  and  now.  The  tax  on 
land  is  not  very  much  different,  because  land  then  was  worth  from  twenty-five  to  fifty 
dollars  an  acre,  and  they  paid  three-eighths  of  one  ner  cent.  Now  the  land  is  pnt  in  at 
an  average  of  seven  dollars  and  a  half  for  the  whole  county  over,  and  the  last  tax 
levied  was  half  of  one  per  cent.    The  tax  is  not  very  different. 

By  the  Chairman: 

Question.  What  was  the  general  valuation  before  the  wart 

Answer.  I  really  do  not  know  what  the  general  val nation  was;  but  it  ranged  from 
twenty-five  to  sixty  dollars.  I  know  what  the  present  valuation  or  the  last  assessment 
was,  bccauhe  I  took  the  books  and  saw  what  the  general  average  was  through  the 
county. 

By  Mr.  Blaia  : 

Question.  Are  there  not  other  subjects  of  taxation  T 

Answ':r.  Yes,  sir;  mules  and  horses,  &c. 

Question.  Everything  of  that  kind  is  subject  to  taxation? 

Answer.  Yos,  sir. 

Question.  They  were  not  subject  to  taxation  prior  to  the  war? 

Answer.  They  were  not. 

Question.  Is  it  your  oi)inion  that  the  heav3'  taxation  haa  some  effect  in  depreciating 
the  land  T 

Answer.  No,  sir;  I  don't  think  it  affects  the  price  of  land. 

Question.  Is  not  the  school  tax  in  addition  f 

Answer.  Hulf  per  cent,;  certainl3\ 

Question.  How  much  is  it  f 
•  Answer.  Our  tax  this  year  amounts  to  one  and  nearly  three-quarters  of  one  per  cent. 

By  the  Chairman: 
Question.  That  is  j'onr  entire  taxf 
A  nswer.  Yes,  sir ;  county,  school,  State,  and  all — one  and  three-fourths  of  one  per  cent. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question.  What  was  it  prior  to  the  wart 

Answer.  I  don't  know  what  the  whole  tax  was.  State  and  county.  Wo  bad  no  free- 
school  tax  at  all,  and  wo  had  no  poor-houses,  and  now  we  have  built  a  poor-house,  and 
we  built  a  new  jail  at  S15,0C)O,  which  made  our  tax  last  year  much  heavier. 

Question.  Did  that  jail  cost  $15,000! 

Answrr.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  What  was  it  worth  to  build  it? 

Answer.  The  cost  was  something  near  that.    It  was  built  at  a  season  of  the  year  at 
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tvhich  material  cost  more.  It  was  in  October  the  contract  was  made,  and  it  was  very 
difiicnlt  to  get  materials  brought  up  the  road.  The  iron- work,  cages,  &c.,  cost  about 
$3,000. 

Question,  Was  it  built  by  contract? 

Anstcer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  How  do  yon  know  the  actual  cost,  thenT 

Anaicer.  I  was  on  the  board  of  supervisors  at  the  time,  and  afterward  the  party  that 
contracted  did  not  have  the  money  to  build  it,  and  I  bought  him  out  and  paid  him  $750 
and  took  lialf  of  the  contract  and  helped  build  tbe  jail.  It  is  payable  in  county  war- 
rants, and  those  warrants  were  at  a  heavy  depreciation,  and  it  bad  to  be  built  entirely 
out  of  money. 

Question.  Did  you  hear  of  this  killing  of  a  white  man  at  a  negro  meeting  in  an  adjoin- 
inu  county  a  few  days  agoT 

The  Witness.  Below  heref 

Mr.  Blaik.  Yes,  sir. 

The  Witness.  I  only  heard  of  it  to-day  as  I  came  up  from  Shuqualak. 

Queition,  What  did  you  hear  of  itT 

Answer,  1  heard  that  he  was  shot. 

Question.  What  fort 

Answer.  That  he  was  shot,  I  believe,  for  intermeddling  with  some  negroes  that  he 
had  gone  and  bothered.  I  got  it  from  the  negroes  to-day  that  rode  on  with  me,  bring- 
ing some  bed-clothes  up  to  u  negro  in  jail.  I  asked  them  where  they  were  going  with 
those  bed-clothes.  They  told  me  they  were  going  to  friends  or  relations  of  theirs  in 
jail.  I  asked  what  they  were  in  jail  for.  Ihey  told  me  they  were  charged  with  shoot- 
ing this  white  man  down  there. 

Question.  Was  that  tl'e  white  man  that  was  shot  at  a  public  meeting  f 

The  Witness.  At  Scooba  t 

Mr.  BLAiit.  Yes. 

The  Witness.  No,  sir.    This  took  place  at  Wahalak,  in  this  comity. 

QutHtion,  What  did  the  intermeddling  amount  to  f  You  say  the  negroes  shot  him 
because  he  intermeddled  with  them  f 

Aneicer.  This  negro  did  not  tell  me  that  these  negroes  that  were  arrested  really  shot 
him  ;  only  that  thov  had  been  charged  with  it,  and  that  the  magistrate  hud  committed 
them  upon  the  evtdenco  before  him  ;  that  they  knew  nothing  about  it,  though.  They 
said,  "  He  ban  come  frequently  on  where  we  live,  and  has  meddled  with  our  stock,  anil 
Las  come  there,  and,"  says  he,  **  he  has  abused  my  wife.'' 

Question.  In  what  way  T 

Answer.  I  never  asked  him.  I  met  np  with  a  friend  of  mine,  and  the  negroes  rode  on, 
and  the  conversation  stopped  right  there. 

Question.  Did  you  hear  the  name  of  the  white  man  T 

Answer.  No,  sir  ;  they  rode  on  to  the  jail,  and  I  stopped  with  a  friend. 

Quetiiion.  There  was  a  meeting  the  other  day  at  a  small  town  in  Lowndes  County 
where  another  white  man  was  killed  by  a  negro T 

Answer,  I  have  heard  of  that. 

Question.  What  did  you  hear  about  that! 

Answer.  1  heard,  general,  several  conflicting  statements  in  reference  to  it.  I  heard 
that  Mr.  Lewis  had  gone  there  with  a  gentleman  by  the  name  of  Bliss;  that  he,  per- 
haps, was  speaking  or  giving  some  explanations;  I  think  he  was  speaking;  a  white  man 
walked  up  and  asked  him  if  ho  was  a  white  man  or  a  negro;  and  that  a  gun  went  olf, 
or  a  pistol,  just  at  that  time,  and  the  white  man  broke  to  get  out  of  tbe  crowd,  and 
Lewis  remarked,  "Kill  him,"  and  they  shot  at  him.  That  is  what  I  heard.  And  then 
I  heard  that  tbis  white  man  pulled  a  pistol  and  shot  at  Lewis.  I  do  not  know  any- 
thing about  it  at  all. 

Question.  They  killed  him,  did  they  T 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  How  many  balls  did  he  have  in  him  f 

Answer.  1  never  heard  how  many ;  ouly  that  ho  was  killed. 

Question,  That  was  at«Artesia? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  What  was  the  name  of  the  white  man  killed T 

Ans^wer.  1  do  not  know  what  his  name  was. 

Question.  It  was  Lewis  that  cried  out,  "Shoot  himT" 

Answer,  So  I  heard  it,  sir. 

Question.  Who  is  Lewis  f 

Answer.  Lewis  is  the  repnblican  candidate  for  sheriff  in  Lowndes  County. 

Question.  Did  you  say  you  were  a  candidate? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  On  what  ticket  are  you  a  candidate? 

Answer,  Repnblican  ticket. 

Qu<:stion.  Do  you  not  know  that  Sam  Coger  is  now  alive? 
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An8tcer,  No,  nir;  I  do  not  know  him.  I  heard  that  he  was  killed.  I  do  not  know 
that  he  was  killed  or  that  he  U alive;  I  only  heai'd  the  statement  of  the  <jict  that  be 
^as  killed. 

Qncfitiou.  Do  yon  nnderstand  that  this  man  Charles  Wissler,  who  was  killed  here  the 
other  day,  was  under  indictment  tor  mnrder  f 

Antsivcr.  Yes;  np  here  at  Corinth. 

Question.  How  uid  ho  mnrder  the  man  f 

AiiHwtr.  I  have  heard  different  statements  of  how  the  thing  occnrred. 

Qat  >fHon,  Let  us  hear  what  you  have  heard  about  it. 

AuHiver,  Well,  I  heard  it  from  Wissler  himself  once,  and  then  I  had  it  from  jiersons 
at  Coriuth  in  going  through  there.  I  will  state  to  yon  both.  When  Wissler  came  down 
I  saw  him  on  the  street  and  asked  him  how  it  was  that  this  man  had  been  burned  np,aml 
he  told  me  that  ho  (Wissler)  had  some  prisonei*s  bringing  down  here  to  bond,  and  that  he 
hud  a  pistol  in  his  side  pocket,  having  on  u  summer  coat  orlightcoat,80  that  when  became 
to  sit  down  in  the  chair  it  struck  the  comer  of  the  chair  and  turned  his  pocket  up,  and 
the  pistol  fell  out  on  the  floor.  That  he  took  the  lamp  that  set  on  the  table  and  picked 
ir  np,  and  looked  on  the  floor  and  i)ickcd  his  pistol  up;  and  when  he  went  to  pnt  the 
lamp  back  on  the  table,  as  ho  raised  with  the  lamp,  which  was  a  tall-topped  lamp,  this 
man  reached  over  to  get  some  butter  or  something  in  front  of  him.  He  was  on  bis 
right,  and  having  his  pistol,  and  not  noticing  any  arm  as  he  raised  it  np,  the  man  pnlletl 
his  arm  in  and  jerked  it  in  the  direction  of  his  lamp,  and  as  he  pushed  it  up  it  stmck 
the  corner  of  the  table  and  broke  in  the  mau's  lap.  That  is  the  history  Wissler  gave 
me  himself. 

By  Mr.  BrcKiXY : 

Question,  Was  it  a  kerosene  lamp  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  a  common  kerosene  lamp.  As  I  went  through  I  stopped  several 
hours,  and  thought  I  would  go  and  see  Wissler,  but  was  very  biLsy.  I  s]K)ke  to  w.-vcral 
gentlemen  there,  and  they  told  me  that  the  testimony  was  that  Wissler  took  the  laui'i* 
to  look  for  something  on  the  floor  and  got  it,  whatever  it  was;  that  he  then  raised  it 
up  on  the  table  and  flourished  it  about,  and  threw  it  down  in  the  man's  lap.  That  is 
what  they  told  me. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Qttc'Stion,  They  told  yon  that  that  was  th0  testimony  ? 

Ausirer.  Yes,  sir;  those  are  the  statements  from  both  sides. 

Question.  Was  Wissler  also  under  indictment  for  embezzlement  of  the  public  funds* 

Anatcer.  Wissler  was  a  magistrate  here,  and  at  that  time  there  were,  1  think,  three 
or  four  indictments  against  him  for  small  amounts  which  he  had  fined  persons — teu. 
fifteen,  or  twenty  dollars,  and  had  not  iiaid  into  the  county  treasury.  I  think  there 
were  three  indictments  against  him. 

Question.  He  was  on  bail,  was  he  not  ? 

Ansicer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  The  lieutenant  governor  was  his  bondsman  T 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Still  exercising  the  functions  of  his  various  offices  with  these  indictments 
pending  against  him  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  I  do  not  think  after  he  came  back  he  did  any  business.  I  think 
the  business  rather  suspended ;  I  don't  think  any  more  bnsiness  came  into  his  hand<». 

Question.  Is  it  not  the  opinion  that  he  was  killed  by  somebody  on  account  of  this 
transaction  of  which  yon  have  spoken,  killing  this  man  Shipley  T 

Answer.  I  heard  that  stated,  and  then  I  havo  heard  it  stated  otherwise.  The  pre- 
sumption was  that  this  party  from  Corinth  must  have  conic  from  Louisville,  Ken- 
tucky, where  this  man  Shiple}*,  that  was  burned  with  the  kerosine  oil,  had  lived,  bnt 
it  was  lielievcnl  that  the  paities  that  murdered  him  did  not  come  from  there. 

Qiu'stion.  Where  were  they  supposed  to  have  come  from  f 

Ansicer.  I  am  not  prepared  t4t  say  where,  but  the  supposition  is  that  they  did  not 
come  more  than  forty  or  fifty  miles,  if  that  far.  • 

Question.  What  was  supposed  to  have  been  the  motive  for  killing  him  T 

Ansicer.  Wissler  has  been  very  active  in  ferreting  out  this  Ku-Klux  organization  or 
in  prosecuting  them,  and  the  presumption  is  that  the  object  in  killing  him  was  that 
he  might  not  be  a  witness  against  them,  or  something  of  the  sort.  I  do  not  know 
except  fi'om  what  I  have  talked  with  other  people.  I  had  bnt  little  to  do  with  Wissler 
myself. 

Question.  Did  yon  ever  hear  that  he  had  a  feud  with  his  wife's  family  f 

Answer.  Y'es,  sir.  I  heard  that  his  wifv's  family  and  him,  probably,  did  not  get  along 
very  well. 

Question.  Where  did  his  wife's  family  live  ? 

Answer.  Part  of  them  lived  in  this  county,  and,  I  think,  part  of  them  lived  in 
Winston. 
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Question.  la  not  the  opposition  to  the  schools  here  entirely  on  account  of  the  taxa- 
tion, where  there  is  any  oppOHition  existing  ? 

Aii9urr.  Well,  to  some  extent  it  grows  out  of  the  taxation.  You  cannot  run  schools 
without  a  levy,  and  to  some  extent  it  is  attributable  to  the  taxation  laid  on  the  people 
to  raise  the  funds,  and  then  again,  some  really  think  the  negroes  should  not  be  eclu* 
cated. 

QtHstlon.  Your  school-law  gives  you  a  school-board  in  each  county  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Qne^tion,  That  school-board  is  authorized  to  assess  the  taxes. 

Aii8ivn\  Yes,  sir ;  the  school-board  assesses  such  a  per  cent.  They  cannot  go  beyond 
a  certain  per  cent. 

Qmxtion.  What  per  cent,  is  it  that  they  cannot  go  beyond  T 

jHKircr.  They  cannot  go  beyond  one  per  cent.  The  whole  school-tax  for  educational 
purposes  and  for  buildiug  school-houses  cannot  exceed  one  per  cent. 

(Juciffion.  This  is  considtired  oppressive  in  the  present  condition  of  the  country  ? 

Aumcer.  Well,  many,  I  think,  conceived  it  to  be  oppressive,  yet,  at  the  same  time,  a 
gieat  many,  take  the  mass  of  the  people,  and  they  consider  any  tax  oppressive. 

(Jtte^tioH.  1  mean  under  the  present  depressed  condition  of  everything  in  the  county. 

Aif^icer.  Yes,  sir ;  take  the  condition  of  the  country,  it  is  apretty  heavy  tax.  In  fact, 
I  think  this  much:  I  am  in  favor  of  our  free-school  system,  but  I  think  our  free- 
school  system  extends  too  far.  I  think  that  six  mouths  is  long  enough  in  the  year,  in- 
stead of  twelve.  The  tax  is  too  much ;  too  heavy.  The  people  cannot  afford  to  be 
taxed  to  run  them  twelve  months  in  the  year. 

(jtu'fition.  In  this  county,  with  a  great  negro  i>opulation,  the  entire  tax,  or  very  nearly 
the  entire  tax,  is  levied  upon  the  land,  is  it  notf 

AftficfT,  No,  land  pays  such  a  per  cent.  It  paid  last  year,  for  school  purposes  or  edu- 
cational purposes,  five  mills,  and  then  the  tax  on  privileges  to  retail  spirituous  liquors 
in  this  county  was  about  §5,000,  and  the  poll-tax  in  this  county  realized  about  §3,^00, 
aiul  then  the  funds  in  the  county,  I  am  not  prepared  to  say  what  it  is.  I  think,  the 
w>urce»  of  revenue,  outside  of  land  in  the  county,  amounts  to  probably  eight  to  ten 
thousand  dollars. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 

(^ht(itfion.  Does  the  poll-tax  in  this  State  go  exclusively  for  educational  puri>oses  f 
Anmver.  Yes,  sir.    By  the  constitution  it  cannot  go  otherwise. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 
Qit(httou.  Is  it  collected? 

Atiifirer.  I  do  not  think  that  more  than  33^  per  cent,  of  the  poll-tax  is  collected. 
(Jur.ftion.  How  many  voters  have  you  in  this  county  f 
Auiftver,  The  registration  is  4,500. 

Question.  Then  the  poll-tax  ought  to  amount  to  about  §4,500. 
A»8wtr.  It  ought  to  amount  to  about  ^,000.    The  poll-tax  is  ^. 
Qmtitiou.  How  much  is  raised  from  it  f 

AuHircr.  I  was  not  on  the  board  this  season.    I  know  the  insolvent  list  was  about 
$5,000,  and,  I  think,  the  amount  collected  was  between  three  and  four  thousand. 
Question.  Nearly  the  entire  tax  comes  from  the  white  people  ? 
Aiisicvr.  Yes,  sir  ;  the  great  bulk  of  it  comes  from  the  white  people. 

By  the  Chaikhan  : 
Qufiftion.  Do  not  a  great  many  negroes  own  mules,  hogs,  and  cattle  ? 
An^ivtr.  Yes,  sir ;  but  $300  worth  of  propei-tv  is  exempt ;  so  they  pay  comparatively 
little  tax. 

By  Mr.  Bl.ur  : 
Quetiiion.  Hardly  any  of  them  have  more  than  $300  worth  of  property  t 
Aumver.  Not  many  of  them  ;  very  few. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Qne^tion.  Some  of  them  own  land,  do  they  not  ? 

Ausicer.  Yes,  sir;  some  of  them,  but  not  a  great  many  of  them.  There  are  some  in 
the  county  that  are  worth  five,  or  six,  or  scveii  thousand  dollars.  Some  are  doing  very 
well. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

QufHtion.  If  these  outrages  of  which  you  have  spoken  have  been  the  reason  for  the 
depreciation  of  the  land,  is  it  not  fair  to  presume  that  the  land-holders  aie  not  engaged 
in  them  1 

Amicer.  My  idea  is  #bi8  in  reference  to  these  Ku-KIux.  I  think  the  better  portions  of 
our  community,  the  good  classes  of  our  couununity,  have  nothing  to  do  with  it.  They 
are,  as  a  general  thing,  done  by  a  class  of  iJcople  who  never  owned  a  negro,  and  v.lio 
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are  now  violently  opposed  to  negro  snffrapo  and  negro  labor.  They  hate  the  uegjocs, 
and  despise  them.  But  people  who  have  owned  negroes,  and  have  had  to  do  with  them 
all  their  lives,  have  little  or  no  tronble  with  theui,  and  generally  they  are  the  kiDdif?*t 
to  them,  and  have  less  trouble  with  them.  It  is  the  class  of  poor  people  that  really 
are  down  on  the  negro. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

QueHiion.  Before  the  war  it  was  not  uncommon  for  the  owners  of  slaves  to  have  their 
slaves  disciplined  when  impudent  or  lazy  by  having  them  whipped  f 

Ansicer.  O,  yes,  sir. 

Question,  The  slave-holders,  therefore,  were  familiar  with  the  idea  of  sconrging  the 
negroes  ? 

Ansicer.  O,  yos,  sir. 

QuentioH.  For  offenses  or  for  shirking  f 

Antttvcr.  Yes,  sir ;  they  were  in  the  habit  of  correcting  them. 

Question.  It  wonld  not  be  very  unreasonable,  then,  to  suppose  that  they  would  not 
see  any  very  great  harm  now  in  the  whipping  of  negroes  where  they  deserved  it  f 

Answer,  Well,  I  do  not  know.  I  do  not  think  tiiat  the  masses  of  our  people  are  in 
favor  of  whipping  the  negro,  'or  of  his  being  abused  in  that  way. 

Qaesiion,  Do  they  not  still  consider  it  an  offense  in  the  negro  if  he  docs  not  take  of 
his  hat  when  he  passes  T 

Ansicer.  No.  A  great  many  negroes  will  take  off  the  hat  and  call  you  master  uovr^ 
but  that  thing  is  pretty  much  ])layed  out.    No,  no. 

Question,  How  arc  the  sons  of  the  old  owners  of  the  soil  and  those  who  ownt-d  s«lav»*% 
employing  themselves  since  the  war;  in  what  kind  of  employment,  as  a  geoerJ 
thing,*  are  the  young  men  of  the  country  engaged  whose  fathers  were  slave-hohlers  ? 

Answer.  Well,  that  is  a  difficult  matter.  Now,  some  of  them  have  gone  energt- ticallv 
and  industriously  to  work,  and  another  class  of  them  come  to  town  and  sit  around  ib'» 
groceries,  really  engaging  and  embarking  in  no  business.  But  the  great  body  of  them. 
I  think,  have  become  reconciled  to  the  state  of  things,  and  they  see  that  their  ])ro!»p*-r- 
ity  depends  upon  their  exertions,  and  they  are  coming  to  realize  the  situation  and  to 
;o  to  work.  Work,  at  one  time,  you  know,  was  looked  upou  as  rather  a  disgrace. 
«^>w,  that  thing  is  passing  awa}',*and  it  is  no  harm  to  see  a  white  man  drive  hin  ovn 
wagon. 

Question.  They  cultivate  the  soil  also  T 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Are  the  young  men  generally  doiu^  that  T 

Answer,  Well,  the  masses  of  thera,  I  think,  have  gone  to  work.  Yet  there  are  some 
cases  where  young  men  are  not  at  work ;  not  doing  as  they  ought  to  do. 

Question.  Spending  their  time  in  loafing,  drinking,  and  swaggering  T 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  that  is  so.  If  they  uould  go  to  work,  you  know,  and  enconrajie 
the  negro,  and  lead  him  on,  and  be  kind  aud  clever  to  him,  it  is  a  very  easy  matter  to 
lead  the  negroes. 

Question.  The  negroes  are  the  most  docile  people  in  the  world,  are  they  not  t 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  they  are  a  much  betcer  people  than  they  have  credit  for.    I  have 
bought  aud  sold  hundreds  of  them. 
.  Question.  Kindness  will  do  almost  anything  with  themf 

Ansiccr.  Yes,  sir;  there  is  no  telling  what  you  cau  do  with  a  negro.  I  traded  with 
them,  even  to  the  surrender.  I  bought  hundreds  and  hundreds  of  them.  I  trade<l  in 
them. 

Question.  Is  it  the  habit  of  the  young  men  of  the  country  to  go  armed  T 

Answer.  It  has  beeu,  but  I  think  few  go  armed  now ;  some  exceptions,  bat  I  think, 
as  a  general  thing,  that  that  has  passed  out. 

Question.  How  are  their  habits  as  to  drinking  ? 

Answer.  There  is  not  a  great  deal  of  difksipation,  yet  there  are  some  of  them  that 
drink. 

Question,  Yon  were  asked  by  General  Blair  in  relation  to  the  tax  for  State  and  connty 
purposes.  I  will  ask  yon  to  state  whether  the  war  did  not  leave  your  roads  and  bridges 
in  a  bad  condition,  requiring  considerable  expenditure  of  money  for  their  repair  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  After  the  surrender  I  was  not  on  the  board,  but  I  came  to  the 
president  of  the  board  in  reference  to  building  some  bridges  between  my  residence 
and  plantation.  He  told  me  it  was  impossible  to  repair  the  bridges.  Says  he,  *' We 
ought  now  to  bnild  from  twenty  to  twenty-five  thousand  dollars'  worth  of  bridges,  bnt 
the  condition  of  the  country  is  such  we  cannot  build  them.*' 

Question.  In  point  of  fact,  have  you  not  bnilt,  since  the  war,  an  expensive  iron  bridge 
across  the  stream  that  runs  through  this  town  ? 
.    Answer.  Yes,  sir;  last  year. 

Question.  That  bridge  must  have  cost  four  or  five  thonsand  dollars? 

Answer.  It  cost  about  $6,630.  I  was  one  of  the  committee  in  reference  to  that  bri«lge. 
We  owe  about  $9U0  now  to  Barbarow  dc  Co.,  of  Louisville,  on  it. 
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Question.  Have  your  taxes,  so  far  as  you  are  acquaint ed  with  the  subject,  been  judi- 
cionsly  expended? 

Jtiitcer.  I  think  so. 

(^hiestion.  And  the  afiairs  of  the  county  economically  administered? 

An.vcfr.  I  think  so.  I  think  the  affairs  of  the  county  have  been  very  well  managed. 
The  late  board  built  a  great  many  bridges,  and  then  they  built  them  low,  compara- 
tively. They  built  more  bridges,  I  reckon,  than  over  we  built  in  the  county  before — 
I  snpptwe  twenty  bridges  in  the  county. 

QHesiion.  Were  they  needed  ? 

Aimv€t\  0,  yes,  sir;  they  cost  little  money;  scarce  more  than  before  the  war. 

Queniioh,  Mostly  wooden  ? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir :  mostly  wooden  bridges ;  only  one  iron  bridge. 

Queaiion,  You  all  feel  that  they  are  necessary  for  the  x>ublic  good  ? 

Anawer^  Yes,  sir. 

(Question,  It  was  necessary  to  have  the  jail,  and  while  about  it  yon  meant  to  build  a 
suljstantial  one  ? 

Anstctr.  Yes,  sir.  The  grand  jury  had  condemned  our  old  jail  again,  again,  and 
again,  and  our  Judge  charged  that  unless  we  built  a  new  jail  for  taking  care  of  prison- 
er's, he  would  make  it  a  matter  of  charging  the  grand  jiiry  against  us,  and  we  then 
went  at  it. 

Question.  Your  court-house  would  require  a  considerable  amount  in  order  to  com- 
plctc  it  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  at  least  $6,000  to  put  it  in  good  condition. 

Question.  Was  it  built  before  the  war  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  in  1^60;  but  not  completed. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question.  Have  you  ever  been  to  the  northern  country  ? 

Answer.  I  have  visited  there  only  temi>orariIy — probably  being  there  a  week  or  ten 
days — but  I  have  not  been  in  one  of  the  Northern  States, 

Question.  Did  you  ever  hear  that  any  of  the  young  men  there  wore  loafing,  idle, 
drinking  fellows? 

Answer.  1  suppose  there  are  some  idle  men  there  as  here,  but  I  do  not  know  about 
that.    I  suppose  there  are  idle  men  everywhere. 

Question.  Are  any  of  your  county  oflacers  in  default  for  the  public  moneys  ? 

Answer.  Well,  sir,  I  think  there  are  none,  unless  it  is  our  present  sheritf,  and  I  only 
state  this  from  holding  a  good  many  warrants  against  the  county  and  calling  upon  our 
treasurer  to  make  payment,  and  he  tells  me  there  are  about  $14,000  duo  the  county. 
He  told  me  so  to-day,  and  instructed  the  attorney  to  bring  suit. 

Question.  By  whom  ?    By  the  sheritt'f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.    The  sheriff  had  collected  this  money  and  had  not  paid  it  over. 

Question.  He  is  an  appointee  of  Governor  Alcorn? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  and  his  brother-in-law.  Wc  did  our  best  not  to  get  him.  We 
sent  men  there  to  get  another  man.    He  is  one  of  the  Governor's  own  appointees,  too. 

Mr.  Bi^viK.  The  governor  has  an  example  set  him  at  Washington. 

Tlie  WITNE.SS.  He  has  been  a  good  sheriff,  but  he  has  not  paid  as  he  ought  to. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 

Question.  Is  his  bond  good? 

Answer.  1  think  his  bond  is  good  for  the  amount ;  at  least  clever  men  are  on  it,  and, 
I  think,  good  men,  as  good  men  as  there  are  in  the  county.  The  grand  jury  looked  after 
the  bond  and  they  considered  it  good.  The  last  grand  jury  reported  it  was  not  good, 
but  the  tii'st  grand  jury  thought  the  bond  huflicient.    That  question  was  presented. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 
Qne^ition.  The  last  one  did  not  think  it  was  good  ? 
Answer.  They  did  not,  and  required  him  to  give  a  new  bond. 

By  Mr,  Buckley  : 

Question.  1  understood  you  to  say  that  you  thought  the  substantial  property  men  ol 
the  country  have  not  been  engaged  in  any  way  in  any  of  these  outrages? 

Answer.  Yes,  sic 

Question.  You  think  it  is  confined  mostly  to  men  who  do  not  own  real  estate  ? 

Answei\  That  is  my  idea. 

Question.  Do  you  not  think  if  the  property  men  of  the  country,  those  interested  in 
real  estate,  and  the  labor  of  the  country,  were  to  combine,  they  could  put  down  those 
outrages  if  they  should  set  their  fsices  against  them  ? 

AnstPer.  1  think  so.  I  think  if  the  property  owners  of  the  county  were  to  assemble 
and  give  public  notice  that  they  would  hold  a  public  meeting  at  the  court-house,  at 
such  a  day,  and  they  were  to  denounce  those  outrages,  that  they  would  cease.  I  always 
thought  so. 
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Question,  Yoa  thiuk  they  might  create  a  j)iiblic  opinion  which  would  suppress  a!l 
thesr  outra;?esT 

Aimwir.  Yes,  sir;  I  always  thought  so,  and  think  so  yet. 


Macon,  Mississippi,  Xovemher  C,  l^Tl. 

LYDIA  ANDERSON  (coloreil)  sworn  autl  examined. 
By  the  Cuaiuman  : 

Question.  Where  do  you  live  t 

AHHicer,  I  live  here  now.    I  have  been  living  between  Winston  and  Noxabee,  in  tie 
edge  of  Noxubee,  about  three  miles  above  Mnsbnlaville. 

Qucstioti,  What  induced  you  to  come  here  ? 

Ansicer.  Well,  I  don't  know  whether  they  threatened  my  life  or  not,  but  I  was  tuA 
I  had  better  go  to  Macon,  and  I  did  so. 

Question.  Had  yon  bceu  threatened  1 

Aiistcer,  No,  sir;  only  in  this  way. 

Question.  Had  you  ever  been  whipped  ? 

Anmcer,  Yes,  sir. 

Qucsiian.  When  were  you  whipped  f 

Ansiar,  It  has  been  about  five  months,  as  well  as  I  can  recollect. 

Question,  Where  were  you  livinc  when  you  were  whipped? 

Aiimcer,  At  Massa  Anderson's;  Killes  (Achilles)  Anderson. 

Question,  Who  whipped  you  ? 

Answer,  It  is  what  they  call  the  Ku-Klnx. 

Question,  At  night  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Was  it  in  your  own  house  f 

Ansicer,  They  took  me  out  of  my  bed — out  of  my  house. 

Question,  How  many  men  were  concerned  in  it  f 

Anatrer,  There  was  four. 

Question,  Had  they  disguises  on  f 

Ans9rer,  Yes,  sir ;  they  all  wore  dresses. 

Question,  Had  gowns  on  ? 

J;mrer.  Yes,  sir ;  all  had  gowns  on,  and  one  of  them  had  a  sheet  over  him. 

Question,  Was  there  anything  over  their  faces  f 

Anstrer,  Yes,  sir;  they  had  horns  here  and  here,  at  the  comers  of  the  head,  [illa<- 
trating.] 

Question,  So  you  could  not  see  the  faces  at  all  f 

Answer,  No, sir;  I  couldn't  see  the  faces. 

Question,  Did  they  come  to  your  house  on  foot  or  on  horseback  T 

An  star.  On  horses. 

Question,  Did  they  have  any  pistols  or  guns  f 

Anstcer.  Yes, sir;  they  had  pistols. 

Question,  Was  anyboily  in  the  house  with  you  at  the  time  f 

Anstcer,  No,  sir ;  not  then.  My  daughter  was  staying  at  the  house,  and  she  was  at 
the  washing- place  washing,  and  she  spied  them,  but  she  didn't  tell  me.  She  thuu;;bt 
she  would  go  and  wake  up  sister.  She  brou^^ht  her  the  news  and  went  back  to  hvr- 
and  went  back  after  her  soap.  She  saw  theui  coming  and  went  into  her  sisters  hoc^. 
She  says,  *^  I  believe  them  nasty  things  is  about  here.  Where's  mother  f  She  s;;id, 
"  3Iother  is  asleep,"  so  she  goes  into  her  sister's  house.  She  wasn't  there  no  tiUiC 
before  they  came  tearing  through  the  yard  as  hard  as  tlu*y  could  stave,  right  np  ton:y 
son-in-law's  house  door. 

Question.  Were  you  living  with  your  son-in-law  f 

Anstcer.  Yes,  sir.  He  juuiikhI  uj)  in  his  sleep  and  says,  "What's  the  matter?"  Stc 
saj's,  "There's  the  Ku-Klux."  As  she  said  that  he  opened  the  door,  and  Fuller — tbai'i 
my  s<m-in-law's  name — said  he,  "Yes,  sir."  He  said,  ''Is  Aunt  Liudy  here  ?''  Fnll'-r 
says,  "Yes,  sir."  He  said,  "Where  is  she  f"  Fuller  said,  "In  her  own  house."  SaM 
ho,  ''Is  she  asleep  f"  "  Yes,  I  exi>ect  she  has  trone  to  bed."  " Tell  her  to  come  out ;  we 
want  to  see  her ;  we  just  want  to  ask  her  sonic  questions ;  we  are  not  goin^  to  hnrt  a 
hair  of  her  head."  As  quick  as  I  stepped  out,  as  soon  as  I  put  my  foot  on  tuc  sten.  b** 
hays,  "  March  to  them  woo<ls  there,  or  I'll  blow  j-our  God  (tamned  brains  out."  fb  * 
scared  my  son-in-law,  and  he  run  to  the  house  and  waked  up  my  young  master,  ami  Le 
jifkeil  him  what  was  the  matter,  and  he  told  him  the  Ku-Klux  was  there.  He  t^J^l 
"  Fuller,  did  you  know  them  f "  He  says,  "  N<»,  I  didn't."  "  Well,"  says  he,  "  I  can't  uo 
nothing." 
Question.  That  waa  what  your  young  master  said  f 
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Amtcer,  Yes,  sir.  He  couldn't  do  nothing ;  if  the  boy  conld  he  would.  I  raised  him ; 
I  nursed  him  and  fed  him,  and  he  thought  as  much  of  mo  almost  as  he  did  of  his  mother ; 
but  they  took  me  out  there  and  whipped  me. 

Question.  How  long  did  tney  whip  you  ? 

Answer,  They  didn't  whip  me  very  lone.  It  has  been  about  five  months  since 
they  whipped  me.  I  staid  there  two  weeks,  and  it  has  been  four  months  and 
two  weeks  since  I  have  been  here ;  that  makes  five  months.  I  was  living  at  the 
factory  last  Christmas.  My  son-in-law  said,  **  Mother,  yon  have  worked  and  hired 
long  enough  without  pay,  and  I  am  able  to  take  you  in  my  own  house  and  take  care 
of  you."  After  I  went  there— old  Mr.  Richards  is  about  a  mile  below — and  I  went  to 
work  with  Mrs.  Richards ;  I  hired  to  her.  Mrs.  Richards  says,  '*  Why  not  stay  with 
mo  1"  I  said  I  would  just  as  quick  as  any  other.  She  says,  ^'  I  just  want  such  an  old 
woman  as  you  to  hel^  nie  about  cooking  and  milking;''  and  I  said  I  would  stay  with 
the  old  lady.  She  said  it  would  not  be  nard,  and  I  was  there  a  week.  She  wanted  to 
go  up  to  Choctaw  to  see  her  children,  and  she  said,  "  Now,  if  I  go  away,  will  yon  take 
care  of  my  things  good  f '  I  said,  '^  Yes.  I  would."  My  old  master  had  recommended 
me  for  a  good  hand ;  he  had  raised  me  from  a  little  thing.  She  said,  *^  I  want  to  go 
to  see  my  children,  I  have  been  gone  so  long,  and  if  you  will  stay  here  and  tako 
care  of  my  things  I  will  give  you  a  cood  present  when  I  get  back."  The  old  creature 
started  Monday  morning,  and  then  Monday  night  and  Tuesday  morning  her  husband 
commenced  some  of  his  talk.  I  didn't  understand  him.  He  says,  ^'  The  witches  rode 
me  last  night."  I  says,  "  I  have  heard  of  witches  riding  folks,  but  they  never  have 
rode  me."  I  didn't  know  what  he  meant.  Ho  says,  ^^  You  ought  to  come  in  and  keep 
me  company."  Says  I,  ^^  I  am  not  afraid  of  staying  around  there."  He  says,  ^'  Tho 
old  lady  tola  you  to  tako  good  care  of  me."  I  says,  "  I  am  going  to  cook  your  victuals 
and  make  your  bed  and  take  care  of  you."  He  kept  talking  that  way,  and  finally  I 
found  out  what  ho  was  talking  about,  and  I  said,  '^No,  sir ;  my  old  master  raised  me 
like  his  own  child ;  that's  one  thing  that  they  never  accused  me  of,  and  never  shall, 
and  that's  not  my  disposition."  In  that  week  my  daughter  came  there ;  she  wanted 
to  live  there ;  the  foolish  child  wants  always  to  stay  with  me.  I  says,  "  Child,  you 
may  stay  if  they  hire  you,"  and  says  I,  "  Mrs.  Richards,  my  daughter  is  come,  and  if 
you  would  like  a  house-girl  she  will  stay  with  you."  Sho  says,  *'  If  she  will  stay  on 
the  same  terms  as  you  do  I  will  take  her."  I  had  a  baby  girl  about  so  high,  [.illustrat- 
ing,] and  when  she  came  he  dropped  off  with  me  and  flies  to  this  young  girl,  young 
woman  grown.  Sho  is  the  one  I  was  telling  you  of  was  there,  and  this  little  girl  told 
me  what  her  sister  said  this  old  man  said  to  her.  J  never  let  on  ;  I  said  if  he  became 
too  free  she  will  tell  me  after  a  while.  I  niade  no  fuss.  On  Friday  morning  he  was 
coming  down  here,  last  court,  and  they  thought  I  was  gone  out  milking,  but  I  stopped 
behind  the  chimney,  and  I  heard  him  say,  "What  do  you  want  me  to  fetch  you  from 
Macon  ?"  She  said,  "Nothing ;  I  don't  want  nothing  you  have  got."  She  says,  "If  I  did  such 
a  thing  as  that  that  you  want,  she  would  beat  me  nearly  to  death."  Says  he,  "  O,  your 
mother  wont  know  it."  She  says, "  Yes,  she  will ;  my  mother  don't  allow  no  snch  bother, 
uor  any  of  the  other  girls  to  do  it,  and  I  am  right  to  mind  my  mother."  He  went  off  and  he 
told  me  then  he  wanted  me  to  make  the  children  do  it,  and  I  made  them  do  it,  and 
Friday  evening  my  young  master  came  up.  My  old  master  wasjbo  have  a  dinner  with 
id  1  ' '  '    ' ^ 


the  neighbors,  and  he  sent  his  son  to  ask,  "  Where  is  old  Mr.  Richards  f"  and  I  says, 
"  He  went  to  Macon  to-day."  He  says,  "  Tell  him  to  come  up  to  dinner,  and  ma  wants 
you  to  come,  for  you  have  always  been  ma's  cook."  I  said  I  would  come,  and  when 
night  come  I  told  him  about  it;  when  he  came  home.  He  never  said  nothing,  and  so 
my  daughter,  Saturday  morning,  says,  "  Ma,  are  you  going  to  the  dinner  f  "  I  says, "  I 
don't  know ;  I  promised  the  old  lady  I  would  stay  and  take  care  of  her  things  until  she 
comes  back.  If  you  want  to  go  I  will  stay  here."  She  says,  "  I  want  to  go."  I  says, 
"  Now  don't  yon  think  because  you  are  free  you  can  go  ofl*.  You  go  and  ask  the  old 
man,  no  odds  if  you  are  free ;  you  ask  him  if  you  can  go."  She  went  and  done  it.  He 
said,  "No;  you  were  gone  to  dinner  last  Saturday,  and  I  hired  you  to  work."  She 
says,  "  Mr.  Richards,  I  imve  done  all  you  told  me."  He  says, "  You  go  to  work."  Well, 
there  was  not  a  thins  to  do.  Says  I,  "  Martha,  you  sweep  these  weeds  around  here." 
She  says  after  a  whue  to  him,  "  I  know  the  reason  you  want  to  keep  me  from  goin^; 
I  wont  let  you  keep  me."  He  says,  "  You  hush."  I  was  in  the  kitchen  and  heard  it. 
I  says,  "You  tell  me  right  here  what  that  was,  or  I'll  knock  you  down,"  and  she  told 
me  and  I  went  and  set  down  on  the  doorstep,  and  he  jumped  up  and  went  off  and  came 
back  with  a  great  hickory  stick,  as  big  as  your  thumb.  She  was  at  the  gate  sweeping, 
and  he  came  in  and  drawed  down  on  Martha  three  times.  She  run  back,  and  I  stepp^ 
up  and  asked,  "  What's  the  matter  f  "  Sho  said,  "  Mr.  Richards  is  whipping  me."  I 
says,  "  Mr.  Richards,  what's  the  matter  T  Didn't  I  tell  you  when  them  children  come 
here,  if  they  didn't  mind  you,  all  you  had  to  do  was  to  tell  me  and  I  would  make  them 
mind  you  f  What  are  you  whipping  her  for  ?  "  He  says,  "  I'U  whip  her  again."  Says 
I  to  her,  "  Martha,  get  your  things  and  go."  He  says,  "  She  had  better  go."  Says  I, 
"  She  is  a  woman,  and  Vm  going  too.  I  told  you  that  if  my  children  didn't  mind  you, 
you  should  come  to  me  and  tell  me,  and  I  would  make  them  mind,  and  now  what  are  you 
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whipping  that  girl  for  f  You  tbink  I  don't  know,  but  I  do  know.  She  Bhftn't  stay  and 
I  Hlmn't  stay/'  There  was  ii  black  man  living  on  the  plantation ;  he  moved  down  on 
that  same  place.  I  went  back  up  to  the  owner  of  the  factory;  his  wife  had  nevet 
wuntod  mc  to  leave ;  I  cooked  until  I  tired  nivself  down  ;  I  said  I  would  rest  myaeU 
awhile ;  she  asked  mo  to  come  there  again  awnile ;  the  woman  sent  her  husband  aftiT 
me  and  I  went  np  next  da}'.  This  black  man  told  my  son-in-law,  and  told  me,  that 
they  had  been  trying  to  catch  mo  ever  since  I  had  been  going  back  and  forward ;  that's 
what  made  me  know  who  they  were,  and  I  could  tell  them  by  the  voices,  because  it 
» was  nobody  else  but  them. 

Question.  You  say  there  were  four  who  were  concerned  in  whipping  you  T 

Ar.Hiva'.  Yes,  sir;  but  only  one  whipped,  but  he  whipped  mo  enough  for  all. 

Question.  How  many  licks  did  they  strike  you  T 

Ansmr.  Nino  licks  and  cut  my  skin,  and  the  marks  is  on  my  back. 

Question.  What  did  they  say  it  was  for  T 

Anaiver.  They  said  I  talked  of  the  Ku-Klux. 

Quention.  Did  you  know  that  man  f 

Ansictr.  No,  sir;  he  said  I  did;  he  jabbed  a  pistol  at  me  and  said,  ''God  damn  yon, 
do  you  know  mc  ?  " 

Question.  Who  do  you  think  these  men  were? 

Ansirer.  Old  master's  sons. 

Question.  The  sons  of  old  man  Richards  T 

Annwer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  will  say  it  until  I  die;  they  were  his  sons;  they  were  the  one* 
the  black  mau  told  my  son-in  law  were  trying  to  catch  me  ever  since  I  was  gone  to 
the  factory. 

Question.  Has  anybody  ever  been  taken  up  for  this  whipping? 

Anstver.  No,  sir ;  not  that  I  know  of. 

Question.  Did  you  ever  make  any  complaint  to  a  justice  of  the  peace  f 

Au8ica\  No,  sir;  I  was  afraid  to  speak  a  word. 

Question.  Did  they  warn  you  not  to  tell  of  it  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir;  they  told  me,  "Go  on  now,  and  I'll  see  you  again  in  a  few  days, 
and  ril  give  you  iive  hundred  lashes  the  next  time  I  see  you." 

Question.  Did  they  tell  you  to  leave  the  country  T 

Answer.  No,  sir;  tho  water  was  up  then  and  I  couldn't  cross,  and  that  kept  me  as 
long  as  I  did  stay  there ;  then  I  came  away. 

Question.  Did  you  bring  your  daughters  with  you  1 

Answer.  No,  sir  ;  I  left  my  children  behind.  My  big  one  came  to  me  since  I  came :  1 
don't  know  what  they  were  after  her  for ;  she  went  to  Summervillc ;  she  had  to  leave. 

Question.  Do  you  know  of  any  other  colored  people  being  whipped  in  that  region  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Have  you  heard  of  anybody  else  being  whipped? 

Answet\  No,  sir,  but  Uncle  Aleck  Hughes. 

Question.  What  about  him  ? 

Answer.  They  whipped  him  bad. 

Question.  Was  he  a  colored  mau  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  a  black  man. 

Question.  When  was  that  ? 

Answef\  They  whipped  him  about  two  weeks  after  they  catched  me. 

Question.  Did  he  live  in  the  settlement  ? 

Answer.  Yes, sir;  right  in  Mushulaville. 

Question.  What  was  he  whipped  for  ? 

Answer.  I  don't  know  what  it  was  about. 

Question.  By  tho  Ku-Klux  ? 

Answer.  They  said  they  were  Ku-Klux. 

Question.  Have  you  heard  of  any  colored  people  being  killed  by  the  Ku-Klux,  anj- 
where  ? 

Answer.  I  lived  in  about  two  miles  of  a  man  that  was  killed,  but  I  didn't  see  him. 

Question.  Who  was  he  ? 

Answer.  Solomon  Triplett,  Jack  Triplett's  carriage-driver;  Hived  about  two  miles 
from  him.    There  are  two  persons  here  that  can  tell  more  than  I  can  about  it. 

Question.  Was  he  said  to  nave  been  killed  by  the  Ku-Klux? 

A.fsw^r.  Yes,  sir;  shot. 

Question,  Was  that  before  or  after  you  were  whipped  ? 

Answer.  Before  I  was  whipped.    I  lived  at  the  factory  when  that  was  done. 

Question.  W^as  that  after  you  left  old  Mr.  Richards  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  before  I  went  down  there.  I  believe  Solomon  was  the  first  one  there 
—no,  he  was  tho  next. 

Question.  Who  was  the  other  one  ? 

Answer.  Old  Uncle  George  Murff;  he  was  r.  preacher;  he  lived  in  Winston. 

QKe«/{on.  When  was  he  killed? 

Answer.  It  was  year  before  last  he  was-killed. 
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Que$Hon.  Did  von  bear  that  be  was  killed  by  Ku-Klnz  f 

Answer.  Yes.  sir ;  killed  dead ;  they  didn't  know  who  else  it  was  bnt  them. 

Question,  What  was  he  killed  for  T 

Answer.  1  don't  know ;  he  was  ooming  home  from  the  field  firom  work  and  was  shot 
on  the  way. 

QuesiUm.  Do  yon  know  of  any  teachers  of  colored  schools  having  been  whipped  or 
kUledT 

Answer.  None  but  bne :  he  was  whipped. 

Question,  Who  was  he  T 

Answer.  Ho  was  a  colored  preachei^-Nathan  CampbelL 

Question.  What  was  done  with  him  T 

Answer.  They  whipped  him  nearly  to  death. 

Question.  He  was  a  colored  teacher  and  preacher  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  both. 

Question.  Was  he  whipped  by  the  Ku-Klnxf  • 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  What  fort 

Answer,  I  don't  know ;  I  snppose  that  it  was  becanse  he  was  teaching  school ;  they 
said  he  shouldn't  teach  school  and  be  a  preacher.    That's  all  I  heard. 

Question.  Have  you  heard  of  any  other  colored  people  being  either  whipped  or  killed  T 

Answer.  None  but  one  killed  lately  here ;  that  was— I  forget  his  name— Pete  Gregory. 

Question.  Where  was  he  killed  T 

Answer.  He  lived  right  above  Mnshnlaville  three  or  four  miles ;  that's  been  lately. 

Queetion.  Was  he  killed  T 

Ansxcer.  Yes,  sir ;  kiUed  dead. 

Question.  How  long  ago  was  it  T 

Answer,  I  forget ;  I  don't  think  it  has  been  more  than  a  month ;  they  came  down 
here  on  that  business. 

Question,  What  was  he  killed  for? 

Answer.  I  can't  tell ;  I  only  heard  he  was  killed. 

Question.  Was  he  a  preacher  or  a  teacher  T 

Answer,  No,  sir. 

Question,  Colored  man  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Is  there  anybody  else  yon  have  heard  of  as  having  been  whipped  or  killed? 

Answer.  No,  sir;  no  more  than  that  I  have  heard  of. 

By  Mr.  Bucklbt  :  ^ 
Question,  Who,  here  in  Macon,  knows  about  the  killing  of  Sol.  TriplettT 
Answer,  He  lives  at  the  depot ;  his  name  is  Dave  Trip&tt. 
Qttestion.  A  son  of  old  man  Triplett  f 
Answer,  No,  sir;  and  Elizabeth  Coleman,  she  used  to  be ;  she  is  his  wife. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Question,  Was  Elizabeth  married  to  David? 
Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Are  they  colored  people  ? 
Answer,  They  were  there  that  night  he  was  shot.    He  was  shot  down  over  them. 


Macon,  Mississippi,  November  7, 1871. 

HA>IPTON  L,  JARNAGIN  sworn  and  examined. 

The  Chairman.  Ah  this  witness  has  been  summoned  by  the  minority,  General  Blair 
will  conduct  his  examination : 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question,  Where  do  you  reside  ? 

Anstcer,  I  reside  in  Macon,  Mississippi. 

Question,  What  is  your  occupation  r 

Answer.  I  am  a  lawyer  by  profession. 

Question,  How  long  have  you  resided  here  ? 

Answer,  I  came  here  in  the  spring  of  1838)  w^hieh  would  be  about  thirty-two  or 
thirty-three  years  ago. 

Question.  State,  if  you  please,  the  condition  generally  of  the  county  and  surrounding 
country  in  respect  to  the  execution  of  the  laws  and  the  maintenance  of  peace. 

Ansicer.  Well,  it  is  very  difficult  to  say.  There  seems  to  have  been — at  least  for  the 
last  two  years— a  great  exertion  on  the  part  of  the  officers  of  the  law  to  enforce  the 
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law ;  I  think  as  much  so  as  iu  any  country.  There  have  been  mme  outrages  commit- 
ted in  the  commnnity  within— we'll,  going  back  ever  since  the  surrender;  but  geuer- 
ally  we  oigoy  quiet  and  peace  here,  except  some  sudden  outbreaks. 

Question.  You  have  had  a  compai*ative  state  of  peace  and  quiet,  yon  say,  but  some 
outrages  T 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  To  what  general  cause,  in  your  judgment,  are  these  outbreaks  attribat- 
able  to  f 

Answer,  Well,  sir,  almost  all  the  outbreaks  that  I  have  heard  of— and  I  just  leani 
from  rumor— are  some  depredations  committed  by  certain  classes  in  the  coiuuiuoity. 
and  other  classes  attempting  to  rectify  the  conduct  of  the  negro  doss.  There  bavo 
been  some  outrages  of  that  sort. 

Quesiimi.  In  reference  to  the  state  of  affairs  here,  I  would  like  to  ask  the  question 
whether  the  farmers  in  this  country  raise  as  much  stock  as  they  did  in  former  years  f 

Answer.  No^  sir.  That  is  a  general  complaint — the  difficulty  of  raising  stock,  and 
that  has  created  a  great  deal  of  bad  feeling  in  the  community.  Our  courts  are  filled 
with  prosecutions  of  larceny  by  the  negro  class. 

Question.  As  «  general  thing,  have  the  farmers  and  planters  given  up  the  business  of 
raising  stock! 

Answer.  Well,  sir,  I  think  with  those  I  have  conversed  that  seemed  to  be  the  gen- 
eral understanding,  that  they  have  abandoned  the  idea,  almost,  of  raising  hogs  and 
cattle. 

Question.  By  reason  of  depredations  t 

Attewer.  Yes,  sir;  and  £rom  stock  being  destroyed.  Our  community  is  in  a  bad  fix 
really  in  regard  to  the  question  of  raising  stock.  That  seems  to  be  the  great  complaiut, 
that  farmers  cannot  raise  stock. 

Question.  Did  you  ever  heixt  anything  of  the  case  of  one  Betsey  Lucas  T 

Answer.  Well,  sir,  I  have  an  indistinct  recollection  of  a  case  of  that  sort.  I  recollect 
of  being  in  the  magistrate's  court,  and  I  think  that  was  the  case  that  was  brought  be- 
fore the  officer's  court  here,  if  I  am  not  mistaken,  and  I  think  I  am  not.  I  was  not  en- 
gaged in  the  matter. 

Question.  State  briefly  what  it  was. 

Answer.  I  think  it  was  a  whipping;  was  it  notf 

Question,  Yes,  sir ;  said  to  be  a  whipping  of  a  woman  named  Betsey  Lucas  on  the 
place  of  a  man  named  Robert  Jackson. 

Ansicer.  The  rumor  was  here  that  Jackson  was  living  with  her  in  open,  notorions 
adultery,  to  the  scandal  of  the  community,  and  they  whipped  him  or  her.  I  do  not 
know  which. 

Question.  Or  both  f 

Answer.  I  think  very  likely  they  whipped  Jackson  and  the  girl  both. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Question.  Was  she  a  colored  woman  f 
Answer.  Yes,  sir;  that  is  my  understanding. 
Question.  Was  Jackson  a  colored  man  f 
Ar^wer.  No,  sir;  he  was  a  white  man. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question.  There  are  said  to  have  been  one  or  two  other  cases  of  the  same  kind.  Con- 
nected with  some  of  these  was  a  man  named  Hinton  T 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  the  Winston  case.  I  knew  ver^*  little  about  it ;  I  heard  theromor. 
I  understood  these  were  caseft  in  which  they  were  living  with  colored  women,  and  the 
object  was  to  break  it  up  in  the  neighborhood. 

Question.  Did  you  ever  hear  of  a  number  of  negroes  on  William  Maya's  place,  in  the 
bottom  or  swamp  there  T 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  W^here  certain  negroes  were  said  to  have  been  driven  off  f 

Answer.  It  was  rejiorted  here,  and  there  was  a  good  deal  of  talk  about  it,  and  mymider- 
standing  of  the  history  of  the  whole  thing  was  this :  that  there  were  some  negroes  trlio 
had  located  in  some  swampland  down  there ;  the  number  I  do  not  know.  They  built  them 
little  houses  there,  and  were  living  there  and  depredating  on  the  surrounding  neij^b- 
bors,  stealhig  cattle  and  hogs,  and  Mr.  Mays  and  some  other  gentlemen  went  down 
there  in  the  day-time  as  neighbors,  and  advised  them  to  leave,  to  break  up.  They  bad 
uo  planting  interest  there  at  all,  and  just  lived  in  the  swamp,  and  were  not  farming 
or  cultivating  anything.  They  told  them  they  must  leave,  probably  peremptorily, 
whether  at  first  or  not  I  cannot  say ;  but  that  was  the  rumor,  that  they  advised  tbrm 
to  leave,  telling  them  to  break  up ;  and  they  took  their  wagons  down  there,  and  haoled 
them  out  of  the  swamp,  and  broke  up  their  shanties. 

Question.  That  was  a  gang  of  men  f 
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Jnneer.  That  was  Just  the  neighbors  there.  There  was  no  violence  committed  in 
that  case  that  I  heard  of. 

Question,  How  did  yon  hear  that  T 

Answer,  1  have  heard  it  by  men  who  lived  in  the  neighborhood.  Mr.  Rives,  my  part- 
ner, has  a  farm  up  there  adjoining  it.  I  heard  him  spealc  of  it  and  also  Mr.  Dismukes, 
who  is  a  farmer  up  there.  * 

QueMion.  Do  you  believe  this  to  be  the  correct  statement  of  that  case  T 

Answer,  Yos»  sir ;  that  is  my  impression.  I  have  never  heard  it  contradicted  ;  never 
heard  a  different  version  of  it,  and  I  heard  it  frequently  spoken  of  by  them  at  the  time, 
and  recently.  Probably  since  this  examination  commenced  I  have  heard  several  gen- 
tleman speak  of  it.  Several  gentlemen  have  asked  me  about  it.  I  know  nothing 
about  it  myself.  I  merely  judge  from  what  I  have  heard  from  tbese  men  that  tbay 
said  took  an  interest  in  it,  that  they  were  peaceable,  quiet,  good  men. 

Question,  This  was  said  to  be  by  the  same  party  that  whipped  Betsey  Lucas  f 

Anstcer.  1  do  not  know  whether  it  was  or  not. 

Question,  We  have  been  told  by  Davis  that  the  captain  of  that  band  was  Doss  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  do  not  know  that  Doss  had  any  connection  with  the  removal  of 
these  people  out  of  the  swamp.  I  heard  that  he  had  connection  with  the  whipping 
affair  up  there.    I  have  heard  his  name  spoken  of  in  connection  with  that. 

QucJition,  We  have  been  told  about  the  killing  of  Sam.  Coger  t 

Answer.  1  d«  not  know  anything  about  that.  Did  the  witness  put  the  date  of  that 
tiling  T  I  might,  if  I  knew  the  date  fixed  in  the  statement  of  the  killing,  form  some 
opinion  about  it. 

Question.  It  was  said  to  be  subsequent  to  the  whipping  of  Betsey  Lucas  f 

Answer.  There  was  a  boy,  I  understood,  who  was  shot  down.  My  brother-in-law  is 
occupy ing  a  farm  belonging  to  me  up  above  here.  There  was  a  boy  he  had  hired. 
Whether  it  was  Sam.  Coger  or  not  I  do  not  know,  but  I  thiuk  likely  it  was.  He  was 
said  to  be  a  good  boy,  and  he  was  shot  by,  I  understood,  two  drunken  men  ^oing  from 
town.  My  brother-in-law,  and  others,  I'heard  speak  about  it.  Whether  it  was  con- 
tr.idicted  or  not  I  cannot  say,  but  the  rumor  is  that  some  persons  going  from  town  and 
intoxicated  killed  that  boy  on  the  road.    He  was  left  there  and  found. 

QueMiion.  Have  ^ou  ever  heard  it  stated  that  this  Sam.  Coger  is  still  living  f 
«   Answer.  If  that  is  the  man  you  are  inquiring  about  that  is  not  the  one  I  am  referring 
to,  for  this  one  is  dead.    Since  you  mention  Sam.  Coger,  I  believe  that  is  the  man  that 
lives  up  near  Brooksville,  and  it  is  said  that  he  is  living  and  can  be  produced  to  the 
committee.    So  I  have  heard  recently. 

Question,  There  has  been  a  great  deal  of  testimony  about  Sam.  Coger  and  his  death  f 

Ansicer.  In  speaking  of  the  one  killed  near  my  plantation,  I  cannot  say  that  I  know 
his  name  now,  but  I  am  satisfied  from  what  I  have  heard  of  Sam.  Coger  that  that  is 
not  the  case.    There  was  a  Sam.  Coger  and  Sam.  May  said  to  be  killed. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 
Question.  On  whose  place  did  Sam.  Coger  live  f 

Answer,  1  do  not  know.  I  could  have  got  the  name  of  the  boy  kiUed  near  my  place, 
but  I  do  not  know  his  name. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Qucstian.  Where  was  Sam.  May  killed  T 

Answer,  He  was  killed  above  here  on  the  road  near  a  man  named  Cockerell's  place, 
I  think,  but  Sam.  Coger  is  not  the  one  I  was  describing  that  was  killed  near  mvbrother- 
in-law^s.  He  was  not  the  same  boy  at  all.  That  boy  Sam.  Coger  was  said  to  have 
l)een  killed  up  near  Brooksville. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question,  You  say  it  is  said  he  is  still  living  T 

Ansiver,  Yes,  sir ;  I  have  heard  it  stated  he  is  still  alive,  and  from  the  authority  of 
reiiablo  men  I  have  heard  he  was  alive. 

Question,  We  have  an  account  of  the  killing  of  a  man  named  Malone.  Do  you  know 
anything  of  that  T 

Anstcer,  Not  a  word. 

Question.  He  was  a  colored  man  t 

Ansicer,  Mot  a  word. 

Question,  Do  you  know  anything  about  the  killing  of  Bully  Jack  at  Shuqualakf 

Anrnper,  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Will  yon  state  the  circomstances  T 

Answer.  The  first  arrest  that  was  made  in  that  case  was  of  a  negro  man  named  John 
ITill,  who  was  arrested,  and  I  was  employed  in  his  defense  before  tine  committing  court. 
He  was  a  brother-in-law  of  Bully  Jack.  The  testimony  was  that  he  and  BuUy  Jack  had 
had  some  little  difficulty.  That  was  the  testimony  of  Bully  Jack's  wife ;  and  from  the 
testimony  the  boy  was  discharged,  and,  I  thought,  rightly.    I  do  not  think  that  John 
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Hill  had  anythmg  to  do  with  the  killing  of  Bally  Jack,  from  the  testimony.  The- 
then  arrested  a  man  hy  the  name  of  Glass,  who  Hired  in  that  neighborhood,  bnt  their 
was  really  no  testimony  against  him  at  all.  He  proved,  by  several  persons  that  were 
at  his  hooso  that  night,  that  he  was  at  home  during  the  whole  night.  There  was  do 
evidence  against  him  at  all,  and  he  was  discharged.  I  do  not  think  that  Glass  had 
anything  to  do  with  it ;  bat  the  ramor  was  that  there  were  some  men  who  came  there 
to  Bully  Jack's  house  and  called  him  out,  and  said  there  was  some  man  oat  there  with 
a  wagon,  who,  I  think,  had  broken  down  on  the  road,  and  they  wanted  Bully  Jack  to 
come  out  and  assist  them  or  assist  him.  I  think  there  was  only  one  man.  He  saidhia 
family  was  in  the  wagon,  and  that  he  was  in  distress.  Bully  Jack  went,  and  shortly 
after  they  started  and  left  there,  some  pistols  or  guns  were  heard  firing,  and  Bally  Jark 
was  killed.  There  was  no  sign  left  there  except  a  spur,  which  they  had  left  where  the 
boy  was  killed.  That  was  aU  the  trace  that  ever  could  be  made  of  it.  Exertion  was 
made  in  every  way  by  the  officers  to  trace  them  out.  It  was  the  general  ramor,  and  I 
believe  it  was  done  by  a  band  of  men  who  came  from  Alabama.  The  place  was  not 
very  far  from  the  line.  It  was  believed  that  they  had  gone  back  into  Alabama.  Well, 
from  the  testimony  that  was  developed,  it  was  impossible  to  get  upon  any  trace  of 
them  at  all.  Evidently,  they  were  men  upon  horseback.  There  were  signs  of  horses. 
That  was  the  testimony. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question,  Was  there  any  testimony  as  to  their  being  disguised  T 

Answer,  None  at  all.  It  was  dark,  and  only  one  man  went  to  call  to  the  wife,  and 
told  Bully  Jack  to  come  out.  She  went  out,  and  Bully  Jack  went  off  with  them ;  and 
this  old  lady  saw  nothing  more,  but  heard  the  pistols  fired,  and  then  went  oat  and 
found  her  husband  dead. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Quesium,  Was  there  a  man  named  Cy  Jenkins  attempted  to  be  connected  with  it  T 

Answer,  There  was  no  evidence  against  him.  He  was  a  very  law-abiding  man— a 
man  I  have  known  ever  since  he  was  a  boy.  The  reason  his  name  became  connected 
was  from  some  conversation  that  got  oat.  It  was  thought  that  these  men  had  gone 
up  and  reported  to  the  grand  Jury  something  about  Cy  Jenkins.  Cy  Jenkins  asked 
the  boy,  and  he  said  there  was  nothing  in  it.  It  had  reached  Cy  Jenkins  that  the  buy 
had  reported  him  for  something,  but  that  was  all  arranged. 

Question,  The  negro  stated  to  Jenkins  that  he  had  not  done  it  f 

Answer,  Tes,  sir;  and  John  Hill  said  that  Jenkins  was  perfectly  satisfied  about  it 
They  were  on  friendly  terms — ^he  and  Jenkins. 

Question,  Did  the  woman  profess  to  know  any  of  the  men  T 

Answer,  1  think  she  said  that  she  did,  and  knew  the  voice  of  one  of  them,  and 
that  it  was  this  man  Glass.  I  think  that  was  the  case  in  which  she  said  she  thought 
she  knew  his  voice,  bnt  would  not  be  certain  of  it. 

Question,  The  committing  magistratey  before  whom  the  hearing  was  had,  was  G.  W. 
Campbell  T 

Answer,  G,  W.  Campbell  sat  upon  the  case,  and,  I  think,  Shipman,  and,  probably, 
Wistler.    I  think  they  made  three  sit  on  that  case. 

Question,  Did  Campbell  say  he  could  put  that  spur  on  the  man  to  whom  it  belonge<l  f 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  never  that  I  heard  of.  I  never  heard  anything  of  the  kind  devel- 
oped in  the  testimony  at  all.  I  think,  when  he  was  first  taken  up,  Campbell  kept  the 
spur,  and  it  was  said  that  probably  this  thing  might  be  traced  up  to  some  person  who 
had  bought  the  spur,  or  perhaps  it  could  be  identified  as  belonging  to  somebody  in 
the  neighborhood ;  but  it  never  was,  so  far  as  I  know.  The  testimony  was  convincing 
to  me  that  it  was  done  by  some  three  or  four  persons  on  horseback,  and  that  there  was 
no  person  in  the  neighborhood  there  that  did  it,  that  day,  in  regard  to  whom  anything 
like  even  a  reasonable  suspicion  could  arise. 

Question,  Did  you  ever  hear  anything  of  the  whipping  of  laham  Lowry,  at  the  same 
place— the  Whitfield  plantation  f 

Answer,  That  is  above  here.  Bully  Jack  is  down  below  here,  in  the  southern  port  of 
the  county,  near  Shuqualak.    I  never  heard  of  that  case  at  all. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 
Question.  It  was  on  a  plantation  occupied,  at  the  time,  I  think,  by  Mr.  Baldwin  T 
Answer,  I  know  the  place,  but  I  never  heard  of  that.    Is  that  Dowry  case  a  whipping 
case? 
Mr.  Blaib.  Yes ;  Isham  Lowry  is  the  party. 
The  WrrxESS.  I  never  heard  of  it. 

By  Mr.  Bcckley: 
Question,  It  was  the  same  night  that  Dick  Malone  was  killed. 
Answer,  I  never  heard  of  the  Dick  Aialone  matter  at  aU. 
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By  Mr.  Blaib  : 

QuestiotK  Did  yoa  ever  bear  anythiDg  of  the  case  of  Ben  Dailey  ? 
Ansicet'.  No,  sir;  not  a  word. 

Question.  That  was  about  the  last  of  March,  1871.  There  were  about  half  a  dozen 
whippings,  this  man  said.    The  most  noted  case  was  that  of  Aleck  Hughes. 

Afisirir.  Aleck  Hughes  was  up  here  near  Mushulavillo,  in  the  western  portion  of  the 
county  or  Noxubee,  on  the  line  between  this  and  Winston,  and  I  know  nothing  about 
that,  and  heanl  nothing  about  it,  until  the  Federal  court  sat.  There  were  a  good  many 
indict uunts  found  in  the  Federal  court,  and  I  am  attorney  in  defending  what  is  called 
the  Ku-K1hx  cases.  I  think  there  were  some  fiftetn  or  seventeen  indictments  found, 
KOHie  two  or  three  of  which  were  in  this  county,  but  most  of  them  in  Winston. 
QueHiian.  Indictments  for  whipping? 

Atmnr,  Yes,  sir.    There  were  three  parties,  I  think,  indicted  for  the  whipping  of 
Aleck  Hughes.    I  have  the  indictments  in  my  office,  or  copies.    I  think  there  were 
only  three  indicted  for  the  whipping  of  Aleck  Hughes.    I  never  heard  of  it  until  I 
was  employed  in  the  case  in  the  Federal  court,  after  the  billa  were  found. 
(Jiu'stlon.  Upon  what  testimony  were  they  indicted  t 

Jubu'tr.  The  district  attorney  refused  to  let  me  see  the  witnesses  or  let  me  know  any- 
thing about  it ;  cousequently  the  gentlemen  I  represent  cannot  give  me  any  informa- 
tion about  it.  They  never  had  heard  anything  about  it.  They  did  not  know  any  of 
the  witnesses  that  were  against  them ;  they  did  not  know  anything  about  it,  so  they 
say,  not  wlien  the  whipi>ing  took  nlace,  nor  anything  else,  and  we  are  at  an  utter  loss 
to  know  who  is  the  witness ;  but  I  su|H>ose  this  Aleck  Hughes  himself.  I  know  Aleck 
Hughes  was  up  at  tlie  Federal  court;  I  met  him  there  when  the  bills  were  found,  and 
these  three  geutlemen  I  have  asked  in  rejjard  to  it  say  that  they  know  of  nobody  else 
who  could  have  done  so,  and  they  think  it  is  Hughes  who  did  so. 

QueHiion.  Is  not  that  an  unusual  practice  to  withhold  the  names  of  the  witnesses  t 
Jnnwer.  We  regarded  it  so,  sir.  We  regarded  it  there  as  a  public  inquisition.  Our 
witnesses  were  put  iu  jail,  some  of  them,  at  least,  the  State  witnesses  in  the  Triplett 
ease.  A  negix)  man  told  me  he  was  put  in  jail  there  and  kept  in  jail  for  some  time. 
We  could  not  get  to  see  him  at  all.  Wo  applied  to  the  district  attorney  for  witnesses, 
but  wo  never  got  a  list  of  the  witnesses.  He  refused  to  let  us  have  them.  I  do  not 
know  a  witness  in  any  single  case. 
Question,  Not  in  any  of  Uiese  cases  t 

Atf8u'ct\  Not  one.  I  did  not  make  application  myself,  but  my  associate,  Genera'. 
Gohl8t>n,  did  make  the  application,  perhaps  twice,  for  a  list  of  the  witnesses,  which 
was  refused  us.  I  do  not  kuow  precisely  what  is  the  usual  practice  in  the  Federal 
court.  It  is  very  unusual  for  our  court  here,  and  I  supposed  it  was  there ;  but  we 
could  not  get  hold  of  witnesses. 

Question.  Have  you  ever  seen  Hughes  t 
Anstter.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Did  yon  ever  hear  bis  story  T 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  I  never  heard  him  say  a  word.  I  do  not  know  the  boy.  Ho  came 
to  me  and  spoke  to  me  up  at  Oxford.  I  did  not  kuow  him  before.  I  suppose  I  had  seen 
him  about  town  here,  fie  told  me  that  ho  knew  me  very  well ;  that  his  name  was 
Aleck  Hughes.    I  had  no  conversation  with  him  about  the  difficulty  at  all. 

Question,  This  man  Davis  says  they  gave  him  his  choice  of  five  hundred  lashes  or  to 
be  shot ;  that  he  has  sued  them  for  damages  iu  the  United  States  court ;  that  he  rec- 
ognized one  or  two,  recognized  one  by  a  horse  he  had  sold  to  the  party.  That  is 
Davis's  testimony.  It  is  said  that  he  was  impudent ;  five  men  whipped  him  and  t4>ok 
his  gun.  He  was  not  at  his  house  when  whipped.  Do  you  know  anything  about  a 
boy  by  the  name  of  Bill  Coleman  f 
Answer,  No,  sir. 

Question,  He  says  he  was  whipped  up  in  Winston. 

Ansicer,  I  reckon  that  was  in  Winston  County ;  I  know  the  Colemans  live  up  there. 
Question,  Do  you  know  anything  of  the  killing  of  Johnson  Keitt  T 
Anstcer.  1  never  heard  of  it.    That  is  in  Winston  County,  I  guess. 
Question.  Do  you  know  anything  of  the  case  of  Solomon  Triplett  t 
Answer,  That  is  in  Winston.    I  know  from  rumor,  merely,  of  the  killing  of  Solomon 
Triplett,  and  J.  Triplett  is  indicte<l  in  the  Federal  court,  with  some  three  or  four  others, 
aii<l  I  am  their  counsel  in  the  case. 

Question,  The  cause  assigned  for  killing  Sol.  Triplett  was  that  he  had  taken  his  wife 
away  from  Triplett,  to  whom  she  had  formerly  belonged  T 

Ausicer,  I  never  heard  of  that  rumor  about  it  at  all.  I  have  conversed  with  Triplett 
about  it,  and  these  other  parties,  and  they  profess  to  me  to  know  nothing  about  it. 

By  the  Chairman: 
Question,  Thej  are  the  defendants,  the  persons  accused  t 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  I  could  get  nothins  out  of  them  about  it.  They  profess  to  know 
nothing  about  it.    This  Solomon  Triplett  nsed  to  belong  to  A.  J.  Tri^dett.    He  was 
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shot,  I  think,  at  night,  by  some  persons.    That  is  all  the  information  I  could  gather 
about  it. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question,  There  was  a  case  in  this  conuty,  in  July  last,  of  a  man  found  dead  in  the 
Tombigbee  River.    His  mother  was  Ellen  Grayson. 

Ansiver,  Yes,  sir.  There  is  a  long  story  connected  with  that.  Captain  H.  A.  Bic<? 
and  C.  W.  Moore  can  tell  you  about  it-— Rice  particularly.  He  was  the  magistrate 
down  there  and  knows  all  about  that  transaction ;  I  have  heard  his  statement  about  it. 

Question,  Let  us  have  his  statement  of  it  as  well  as  you  remember  it. 

Answer.  His  statement  was  about  this,  that  he  was  a  magistrate,  and  that  complaint 
had  Ixien  made  to  him  that  a  certain  boy— I  forget  his  name.    Do  you  know  his  name  f 

Mr.  Blair.  His  name  was  not  given  by  the  witness. 

The  Witness.  I  do  not  i*emember  the  name,  but  the  boy  was  a  negro  boy,  and  \w 
was  accused  of  stealing  Moore's  horse  or  mare — I  think  it  was  a  horse — and  he  was  .ir- 
rested  and  carried  before  Mr.  Rice,  and  acknowledged  his  guilt ;  that  he  did  steal  tlio 
horse.  Rice  then  committed  him  to  jail.  His  order  was  to  commit  him  to  jail  uule»s 
he  gave  a  certain  bond  for  his  appearance  at  court ;  I  do  not  know  the  size  of  the  bou<l. 
There  was  no  constable,  he  said,  in  his  beat,  and  he  appointed  a  man  by  the  namu  of 
Bridges  to  act  as  constable  ;  he  said  it  was  late  when  they  got  through  the  evidence  on 
Saturday  evening,  and  Bridges  took  the  boy  home  with  him  and  put  him  in  a  little  out- 
house, or  something  of  the  kind,  very  near  by,  where  he  chained  the  boy  and  left  bini 
there  until  morning.  When  he  got  up  in  the  morning  his  history  of  it — of  course  you 
all  understand  that  is  from  rumor — when  he  got  up  in  the  morning  he  went  to  look  for 
the  boy,  but  he  was  not  found ;  the  chain,  I  think,  was  there  with  which  he  bad 
chained  him,  and  perhaps  the  lock,  but  the  boy  was  gone.  Well,  then,  a  gneat  di6tiul»- 
auce  was  created  in  the  neighborhood ;  a  largo  number  of  colored  people  gathere<l 
together  and  went  to  Bridges's  house,  statiu^^  that  they  would  know  the  facts; 
when  they  went  there  Bridges  was  apprehensive  that  they  intended  to  attemi»i 
some  hann  from  the  manner  in  which  they  accosted  him,  and  he  attempted  to 
escai>e  and  ran  out.  Several  shots  were  firea  after  him.  He  ran  off,  and  being  near 
the  Alabama  line  he  went  across.  He  did  not  return  for  some  time.  He  sent  for  bi» 
wife  and  carried  her  out,  and  was  careful  of  coming  back  into  the  neighborhood.  Thiy 
put  two  negroes  with  guns  as  guard  over  his  wife  that  night,  and  they  staid  there  until 
morning.  They  did  not  injure  her  in  any  way,  but  with  their  guns  staid  in  the  room 
where  siie  was.  There  was  nobody  there  but  ])robabl^  her  and  a  little  child  or  two: 
that  is  all  I  know  in  regard  to  that  part  of  the  difficulty.  Thej'  then  had  thet< 
men  who  had  made  the  attack  on  Bridges's  house,  or  at  Bridges's  house,  arrested  and 
brought  before  Rice,  and  he  bound  over  several  of  them  ;  I  do  not  know  how  many. 
They  were  brought  here  in  default  of  giving  bond,  and  were  put  in  jail.  At  our  circuit 
court  indictments  were  found  against  them.  I  know  the  fact,  for  I  am  also  counsel  in 
several  of  these  cases  for  the  negroes,  and  have  seen  the  indictments.  Indictments 
were  found  against  several  of  them ;  I  do  not  know  how  many,  but  five  or  six ;  maybe 
more.  Another  collection  of  them  was  made  a  few  days  afterward,  perhaps  for  ibe 
purpose  of  going  to  ferret  this  thing  out  in  some  way,  in  a  very  riotous  manner,  and  tbt* 
magistrate  bound  over  I  do  not  know  how  many  of  them,  and  they  were  put  in  jail : 
they  were  bailed  out  of  jail,  perhaps  bailed  by  white  men  in  the  neighborhood  xfh* 
had  them  employed.  There  were  no  bills  found  against  them :  I  know  that,  for  I  b.'tyr 
been  spoken  to  by  nearly  every  one  of  these  parties  to  defend  them.  They  were  dib- 
charged,  as  there  was  no  violation  of  law. 

Question,  Was  there  a  body  found  in  the  river  f 

An  steer.  So  I  understood.  There  was  a  body  found  up  in  a  tree  some  little  distance 
up  where  the  water  had  been ;  that  is  a  rumor.  I  have  heard  persons  who  saw  it : 
they  say  it  was  then  some  little  distance  up  the  tree,  on  some  brush  or  tree,  where  it 
was  left ;  they  found  it  soon  after  the  occurrence.  Those  who  investigated  it  sUtfd 
it  was  not  the  body  of  this  boy  who  had  been  arrested.  The  opinion  ot  the  physiciciu, 
I  was  told,  and  of' those  who  were  there  was,  that  the  body  had  been  dead  at  least  a 
month  ;  that  some  of  his  teeth  were  coming  out ;  that  it  was  a  boy  who,  it  was  proven, 
so  the  rumor  is,  at  the  trial — was  supposed  to  be  a  boy  that  had  been  lost  during  tb*' 
high  water  there  off  of  a  steamboat ;  I  speak  now  of  this  body  that  was  found.  1 
was  informed  that  the  clothing  did  not  correspond  with  that  of  the  boy  arrested;  tbut 
was  stated  by  Captain  Rice,  that  the  boy  he  tried  had  on  a  different  shirt. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question,  Have  you  not  heard  that  the  mother  of  the  boy,  Ellen  Grayson,  identified 
the  body  and  the  clothing  ? 

Answer,  I  heard  the  rumor  that  she  thou^it  it  was  his.  Bridges  has  been  since  ar- 
rested in  Lowndes  County,  and  I  do  not  know  what  has  become  of  the  case  siucr 
then.  The  mother  was  sent  for  to  see  if  she  could  identify  it.  Yes,  I  understand  the 
old  lady  thought  it  was  him,  from  the  clothing.    I  asked  Captain  Rice  to-day,  when 
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he  was  hero,  if  it  was  the  same,  also  some  others,  and  he  said  no ;  the  one  was  striped 
and  the  other  was  common  white  Lowell.  The  whole  of  this  matter  is  very  fresh  in 
the  mind  of  Captain  Rice,  and  if  he  should  be  before  the  committee  all  the  facts  can 
he  ascertained  from  him.    He  is  a  very  clever,  intelligent  gentleman. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

QueBtion.  A  man  was  killed  in  BrooksviUe,  in  June,  hy  men  in  disguise.  Is  that  the 
man  yon  refer  tot 

Anmcer.  I  expect  that  is  the  one  I  speak  of. 

Question,  What  was  his  name  f 

Antwer.  I  do  not  remember  it.    Have  you  the  name  f 

Mr.  Blaib.  I  have  not. 

The  Witness.  If  I  heard  it  I  might  recollect  it.  My  brother-in-law  had  him  hired, 
and  spoke  of  him  as  an  inoffensive  and  excellent  boy. 

Question,  How  was  he  killed  t 

Answer.  He  was  met  on  the  road — the  negroes  here  have  canes  or  tubes,  and  can 
whistle  with  them,  and  it  is  supposed  that  they  were  drunken  men,  or  boys  rather ; 
that  he  was  Just  met  in  the  road  and  shot  down. 

Question.  Killed  by  drunken  men  t 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  they  were  not  disguised  at  all. 

Question,  Was  Wissler  the  coroner  who  sat  on  that  case  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  he  was. 

Question.  Mr.  Reed  was  on  the  Jary  f 

Ansicer,  1  do  not  know.  I  think  Reed  was  up  there.  I  did  not  go.  I  heard  Wissler 
speaking  of  it  after  he  came  back.    There  was  no  trace  found  of  anybody. 

Question.  Who  is  this  man  Reedf 

Answer,  He  is  a  gentleman  that  has  been  here  for  some  years.  He  is  a  northern  man. 
I  do  not  know  what  State  he  is  from.  He  came  here  since  the  war.  When  I  first  knew 
him  he  was  in  the  express  oiKce  at  this  place,  acting  as  exj^ress  agent  for  the  Southern 
Express  Company.  That  was  the  first  time  I  ever  knew  mm,  and  that  has  been  some 
thi^e  or  four  years  ago,  or  two  or  three  years  ago. 

Question.  What  was  his  conduct  in  that  office  T 

Answer,  Well,  sir,  he  was  suspected  of  robbing  the  office  of  about  $10,000.  I  was 
employed  by  the  express  company  as  the  prosecuting  attorney  in  the  case,  and  Cap- 
tain Rice,  the  same  gentleman  I  spoke  of  before,  was  then  acting  here  as  magistrate. 
The  case  was  tried  before  him. 

Question.  As  committing  magistrate  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir  ;  and  he  was  bound  over  in  a  bond  of  $10,000.  He  was  unable  to 
give  that  bond.  He  remained  here  for  some  length  of  time,  in  Jail,  and  then  sued  out 
a  writ  of  habeas  corpus  before  Judge  Foot,  who  was  our  circuit  judge,  and  he  did  not 
diminish  the  bond.  He  confirmed  the  action  of  the  magistrate,  cuter  an  investiga- 
tion. 

Question,  Was  there  also  an  investigation  into  the  facts,  on  the  writ  of  habeas 
corpus? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  And  testimony  taken  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  I  do  not  know  whether  the  testimony  was  taken  down  before  him, 
but  the  testimony  before  Captain  Rice  was  taken  down  in  full,  and  was  very  volumin- 
ous, too. 

Question.  What  was  the  character  of  the  testimony  f 

Answer.  We  were  weeks  at  it.  It  was  very  plain  to  me,  sir ;  a  case  of  entering — ^he 
was  the  agent,  and  the  evidence  was  very  clear  to  my  mind  that  the  house  was  broken 
from  the  inside.  There  were  no  signs  on  the  outside,  and  the  safe  was  unlocked ;  the 
lock  was  not  injured  at  all.  There  was  a  little  powder  burned  down  in  front  of  it,  and 
some  little  gun-screws,  or  something  of  the  kind,  were  left  as  a  sign  in  front  of  it. 
The  lock  on  the  safe  was  not  injured  at  all,  and  left  open.  I  considered  the  case  very 
clear,  m^  self.  He  was  then  indicted  in  our  circuit  court.  There  were  two  cases,  how- 
ever; one  for  taking  a  sewing-machine  out  of  the  express  office.  He  was  also  bound 
over  on  that.  At  the  circuit  court  indictments  were  found.  He  was  then,  by  order  of 
General  Ord,  taken  to  the  military  court  at  Columbus.  I  was  therein  attendance  sev- 
eral days,  perhaps  a  week  or  so.  Ho  was  finally  discharged — ^that  is  the  way  the 
case  ended — by  a  court-martial. 

Question.  Taken  forcibly  from  the  jurisdiction  of  the  civil  court  and  turned  over  to 
a  military  court  held  at  Columbus,  and  turned  loose  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  and  nothing  has  been  done  with  him  since. 

I  By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  Was  the  cause  investigated  by  a  court-martial  T 

Ansicer.  O,  yes,  sir ;  and  went  through  with  it  I  do  not  know  how  many  days,  but  I 
was  up  there  off  and  on  for  a  month  nearly. 
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By  Mr.  Buckley  : 

Question,  When  did  that  occur  t 

Answer.  I  nm  bo  forgetful  of  dates  that  I  can  not  tell,  but  it  has  been  three  yean 
ago,  I  reckon. 

Question.  It  was  while  the  State  was  nndcr  provisional  government,  was  it  not  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  I  think  it  occurred  while  General  Ord  was  here,  before  General 
Gillem  was  here. 

By  Mr.  Rick  : 
Question,  Eighteen  hundred  and  sixty-seven  f 
Answer,  I  reckon  it  was  about  that  time. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question,  On  what  grounds  were  the  courts  deprived  of  the  Jurisdiction  in  thoM 
cases? 

Answer,  I  do  not  know.  We  put  In  a  plea  to  the  Jurisdiction  in  that  court.  It  did 
not  amount  to  anything.  There  were  Just  peremptory  orders  given,  and  a  comt- 
martial  ordered. 

Question,  Was  Reed  acting  in  any  military  capacity  that  they  should  have  assumed 
jurisdiction  f. 

Answer,  None  in  the  world. 

Question,  Were  the  courts  not  open  for  the  trial  of  all  cases  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir.    We  carried  on  the  criminal  courts,  even  during  the  war,  regularly. 

By  the  Chairscan  : 

Question,  Was  he  not- an  agent  of  the  Freedmen's  Bureanf 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  he  had  no  connection  with  it  in  the  world.  Unfortunately,  the 
agent  who  travels  up  and  down  the  road,  or  rather  the  superintendent,  a  man  nawed 
Stevens,  who  was  the  main  witness  in  the  case,  died  Jnst  about  the  time  the  court  was 
ordered,  and  we  were  deprived  of  his  testimony.  We  had  it  down  in  fall,  and  I  attempt^ 
to  introduce  it  as  taken  down  before  the  magistrate,  which  the  court  refused  to  receive. 
They  thus  deprived  us  of  the  most  important  point,  as  Stevens  had  died. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question,  Is  testimony  of  the  kind  taken  before  a  committing  magistrate  admissible 
in  your  criminal  courts  in  case  of  the  death  of  the  witness  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  our  courts  go  so  far,  general,  under  the  ruling  of  the  present  judge, 
as  to  allow  testimony  which  was  taken  before  a  committing  court  to  be  introdactd 
orally,  when  it  has  not  been  taken  down.  The^r  will  swear  any  bystander  to  testify  as 
to  what  a  certain  man  swore,  and  I  presume  it  would  be  permissible  to  introduce  it 
where  there  has  been  a  civil  investigation  before  the  ma^strate,  and  where  the  party 
had  an  opportunity  to  cross-examine,  and  did  cross-examme. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question,  Is  it  not  a  rule  in  your  courts  in  Mississippi,  that  where  the  evidence  of  a 
deceased  witness  is  sought  to  be  given  in  evidence,  the  witness  giving  it  must  be  able 
to  testify  in  hoBc  verba,  using  the  very  language  employed  by  the  deces^ed  witness  f 

Answer,  We  have  no  acyudication  in  reference  to  introducing  it  in  our  reports,  as  we 
have  no  reported  cases. 

Question,  Is  not  that  the  common-law  rule  f 

Answer.  The  common-law  rule  I  understand  to  be  that  it  must  be  as  near  the  langns^ 
as  possible,  but  the  court  would  permit  it  when  the  witness  would  say  he  is  giving  tbe 
precise  substance,  and  as  near  the  language  as  possible. 

Question,  Do  you  understand  that  to  be  the  common-law  rule  f 

Answer.  1  do. 

Question.  Is  it  not  that  he  must  testify  in  luec  verba,  using  the  very  language  of  the 
deceased  witness  f 

Answer.  I  do  not  think  the  common  law  goes  so  far  as  that,  because  no  man  can  do 
that. 

Question,  In  the  testimony  taken  before  Squire  Rice,  was  the  exact  language  or  all 
of  the  language  taken  down,  or  simply  the  substance  f 

Answer,  1  tnink  Mr.  Rice  in  that  case  attempted  to  take  down  the  precise  words  u 
nearly  as  possible,  because  it  was  a  very  important  case  and  the  testimony  very  vo- 
luminous ;  and  in  the  case  of  Stevens,  particularly,  we  desired  that  everything  sbookl 
be  taken  down,  and  we  made  the  witness  speak  slowly,  so  that  the  magistrate  coold 
take  down  the  testimony  as  ho  gave  it  in. 

Question,  Did  he  writ<e  it  down  in  the  first  person  singular  just  as  the  witness  spoke  itf 

Anstcer.  1  could  not  say  whether  he  did  or  not. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 
Question,  In  the  case  of  Yerger,  for  killing  some  man  in  Jackson,  Mississippi 
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The  Witness.  CraDef 

Mr.  Blair.  Crane.    He  was  tried,  was  he  not,  before  a  military  commission  f 

Anncer.  That  is  my  understandine  of  it,  sir. 

Question,  Have  your  courts  since  decided  that  that  trial  was  not  a  bar  to  the  prose- 
cution in  a  criminal  coort  f 

Ansu?er,  I  am  not  aware  that  it  has.  What  court  do  you  mean — supreme  court  or 
circuit  court  t 

QNegtion,  Your  supreme  court. 

Anncfr,  I  do  not  think  there  has  been  any  such  decision. 

Question.  It  has  been  decided,  I  have  understood,  by  the  supreme  court  f 

Anstcer.  If  it  has  it  has  been  done  very  recently. 

Qu€8tion.  I  believe  it  has  been  decided  by  the  judges  of  the  United  States  court  here, 
because  there  is  now  pending  an  indictment  against  Yerger  in  one  of  these  courts 
which  was  postponed  at  the  fast  term. 

Answer.  There  was  an  Indictment  for  manslaughter  found  a^inst  him  after  he  had 
been  tried  by  a  military  court,  and  I  understood  t-he  plea  he  put  in  was  the  former  trial 
and  Jeopardy.  What  they  did  with  that  I  do  not  know.  It  was  before  Circuit  Judge 
Brand.    That  is  the  last  I  have  heard  of  it. 

Question,  I  understood  from  the  United  States  district  attorney  that  that  was  over- 
ruled, and  he  was  held  for  trial  f 

Anstcer.  That  that  plea  they  put  in  was  overruled  t  , 

Question,  Yes. 

Answer,  That  is  my  understanding,  but  that  that  plea  was  overruled ;  but  I  have  lost 
sight  of  it  since  then.    I  have  heard  that  that  plea  was  overruled. 

Questiou.  If  that  plea  has  been  overruled,  would  it  not  be  still  admissible  to  try  this 
man  Reed  f 

Ansirer.  I  do  not  know.  It  looks  to  me  like  it  would  be.  That  is,  if  they  decided 
that  the  trying  him  by  a  court  of  that  character  was  not  putting  in  jeopardy,  and  he 
couhl  not  plead  autrefois  acquity  or  convicted,  it  seems  he  might  be  tried  again. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Question,  Is  that  the  decision  of  a  nisi  prius  judge  or  the  supreme  court  f 
Anstcer.  I  understood  there  was  no  decision,  but  that  the  circuit  judge  had  overruled 
the  plea  of  a  former  trial.    That  was  merely  the  circuit  judge,  and  I  have  never  heard 
anything  more  of  it.    What  has  become  of  the  case  I  do  not  know. 

By  Mr.  Blair: 

Question.  Do  you  know  anything  of  the  killing  of  Wissler  f 

Anstcer,  Yes,  sir;  he  was  right  in  my  neighlK>rhood.  His  house  was  very  close  to 
me,  perhaps  two  or  three  hundred  yards  off. 

Question.  What  were  the  facts,  as  yon  are  informed  f 

Anstcer.  I  think  it  was  about  an  hour  or  two  after  night — probably  about  ft  oVlock — 
did  not  notice  the  time.  I  was  sitting  by  my  fireside,  and  I  heard,  I  think,  two  guni ' 
almost  immediately  in  succession.  I  got  up  and  went  to  the  door.  I  thought  it  a  Bttle 
strange,  and  I  heard  some  children  hallooing ;  then  I  thought  it  was  mere  boys'  play, 
and  presently  I  thought  it  was  something  serious,  and  I  went  down  there.  Wben'l 
:ot  there  I  found  Mr.  Wissler  dead.    Some  two  or  three  persons  had  got  there  before 

did.  He  had  evidently  been  shot.  He  was  in  the  room,  I  understock,  moving  a  bed- 
stead— putting  up  a  bedstead  in  that  room,  with  two  of  his  little  step-children.  He 
was  evidently  shot  by,  I  think,  a  shot-gun,  and  from  the  outside  through  the  window. 
Two  or  three  panes  of  glass  were  broken.  I  think  there  were  only  three  that  had  the 
apjiearance  of  being  broken  by  the  shot. 

Question.  Was  anything  known  of  the  pariies  who  murdered  him  f 

Anstcer.  Nothing  at  all.  They  have  different  ideas,  I  suppose,  in  regard  to  it.  He 
was  the  same  man  who  was  in  the  difficulty  at  Corinth ;  who  spilled  the  oil  on  a  man, 
Shipley,  that  was  burned  up. 

Question.  You  say  this  man  Wissler  was  the  same  man  who  spilled  the  oil  on  Ship- 
ley f 

Anstcer.  Yes,  sir ;  burned  him  up  and  robbed  him.  I  was  sitting  within  a  very  short 
distance  when  the  man  was  burned ;  I  was  coming  on  from  the  Federal  court.  *One  of 
the  theories  was  that  Shipley's  friend  had  followed  him  up  and  killed  him  after  he  was 
released.  He  was  put  in  jail  up  there,  and  was  bonded  out  by  Lieutenant  Colonel 
Ttiwcrs. 

Question.  Lieutenant  Governor  Powers  T 

Ansicet\  Lieutenant  Governor  Powers.  He  was  taken  out  of  Jail,  and  aft«rhehad 
been  at  home  some  weeks,  this  occurred. 

Question,  What  is  the  testimony  in  regard  to  the  burning  of  that  man  up  there  at 
Corinth  t 

Anstcer,  Well,  sir,  the  testimony  on  that  first  occasion  was  this:  ho  was  arrested 
while  I  was  there,  immediately  upon  the  burning-  -the  next  morning— and  an  exam- 
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matiou  was  had  before  a  committing  magistrate,  and  he  was  discharged.  He  came  on 
home,  remained  here  some  weeks  or  months,  and  going  back  through  Corinth,  he  v^-m 
arrested  again,  and  was  tried  before  a  committing  court,  and  was  bound  over  iu  a  bond 
of  two  thousand  or  twenty-five  hundred  dollars  &t  his  appearance.  The  history  uf  it 
is  this:  that  he  sued  out  a  writ  of  habeas  coi-pua  before  Judge  Davis,  circuit  Judge,  &nd 
I  have  seen  the  opinion  of  Judge  Davis,  printed,  iu  justification  of  himself;  he  had  tbe 
testimony  and  gave  his  opinion,  and  he  raised  his  bond  to  $5,000  for  his  appearance. 
Wissler  was  then  in  jail  for  some  little  time.  He  was  then  bonded  out  by  Lieutenant 
Governor  Powers,  and  he  came  home,  and  had  been  here  for  some  weeks.  Everything 
seemed  to  be  going  on  quietly  and  peaceably,  nntil  this  occurrence. 

Question.  Are  there  any  other  theories  f 

Anstcer,  Yes,  sir ;  the  next  theory  is  this :  that  there  were  three  or  four  negro  men 
wl^o  wore  indicted  here  for  breaking  into  a  silversmith's  store,  a  man  by  the  name  uf 
Liudfall.  They  stole  a  number  of  gold  watches  and  some  money  ont  of  the  sbop. 
Wissler  was  connected  with  the  shop  in  some  way  with  Lindfall,  either  as  a  partner  or 
staying  in  there.  I  believe  he  claimed  to  be  a  partner.  He  was  the  only  witness.  I 
was  detained  by  Mr.  Wiaaler  in  the  prosecution  of  these  negroes.  He  was  the  only  wit- 
ness by  whom  to  identify  the  watches  and  prove  that  the  watches  were  lost ;  the  only 
person  by  whom  that  fact  could  be  established.  At  the  last  term  of  coort,  we  would 
nave  been  ready  for  the  trial  of  the  cause,  but  on  account  of  the  imprisonment  of  Mr. 
tWissler  at  Corinth,  we  were  not  able  to  have  him  here,  and  the  district  attorney  asked 
for  a  continuance  of  the  case,  that  he  might  get  Mr.  Wissler  here,  by  whom  he  oonld 
identify  the  watches,  or  prove  that  the  money  was  lost  at  all,  or  the  watches  were  ever 
ont  of  the  shop.  There  are  some  persons  who  think  that,  as  he  was  the  only  witness, 
that  these  negroes  were  perhaps  interested  in  removing  him.  These  are  the  only  two 
theories  I  l^avo  heard  spoken  of  at  all. 

Question,  Was  anybody  seen  on  the  night  of  this  firing  upon  Wissler  t 

Ansiccr.  Yes,  sir.  There  was  nobody  there,  excepting  a  negro  boy,  named  Anderson 
Tyler.  Ho  says  he  was  close  by  there,  and  he  saw  Dr.  Buck  come  running  right  across 
and  that  he  run  over  into  another  yard  from  there,  which  Dr.  Buck  also  tells  himself 
that  he  did,  to  get  a  light  to  go  into  Wisslor's  house.  This  boy  says  he  saw  Dr.  Back 
run  across  the  street,  and  this  boy  says  he  was  near  there.  These  are  all  the  persons 
that  I  have  heard  that  were  there.  It  was  thoroughly  investigated  here  at  the  cor- 
oner's inquest.  I  do  not  know  all  of  the  testimony  gotten  out,  but  nothing  to  tnce  it 
up. 

Question.  Buck  said  he  was  there  f 

JHHwer.  Yes,  sir;  he  said  he  was  going  past  there.  Buck  was  very  much  intoxicated 
He  is  a  very  quiet,  peaceable  sort  of  man,  but  he  was  intoxicated  at  the  time.  He 
was  geing  past,  but  heard  the  'firing  and  hallooing,  and  ran  back  to  the  gate  of  » 
negro  woman's  house  opposite,  to  ask  for  a  light,  as  something  was  the  matter,  and  be 
wanted  to  get  a  light.  A  man  named  McClelland  was  coming  at  the  time  in  the  oppo- 
^  site  direction.  He  says  ho  heard  the  feet  of  a  horse  galloping  the  other  way.  Ee 
say.s  it  was  so  dark  he  could  not  see.  He  pushed  himsefi*  up  to  the  fence  to  let  then 
pass,  fearing  they  would  run  over  him. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Quctftion.  A  single  horseman  f 

Antmvr,  He  Huid  he  heard  but  one.  He  could  distinguish  bnt  one.  There  were  two 
men,  in  the  testimony,  who  came  down  on  the  cars  the  night  before — ^I  think  jost 
befi»re  11  o'elock  at  night — from  the  direction  of  Corinth.  The  testimony  showed  that 
two  men  came  down  from  that  direction,  and  got  off  at  this  depot,  which  is  aboat 
three-txnarters  of  a  mile  from  the  town.  We  have  hacks  running  up  to  bring  up  pas- 
sengers. These  men  declined  coming  np,  and  knocked  about  the  depot,  and  tne  hacks 
came  oil'  and  left  them  there.  They  did  not  come.  One  of  them  had  a  little  sack  in 
his  hand;  the  other  had  nothing  that  they  could  see;  and  the  tavern-keeper  says  these 
two  men  were  next  day,  about  dinner-time,  at  his  house,  and  one  of  them  took  dinner 
and  the  other  did  not  take  dinner.  Nothing  more  was  ever  heard  of  them,  that  I 
learned,  at  least,  and  they  have  never  been  heard  of  since.  The  next  moniing  after  this 
occurrence  they  were  not  found  in  town  at  all.  Whether  they  went  off  that  night  I 
cannot  say.  They  were  here  not  long  before  night  and  ate  a  tolerably  late  dinner. 
There  were  two  men  from  the  description.  One  of  them  took  dinner  and'the  other  did 
not.    They  then  walked  on  up  street,  and  were  never  seen  afterward. 

Question,  What  time  does  the  Corinth  train  reach  here  f 

Answer,  Just  about  11  at  night,  and  this  was  the  evening  before. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question,  And  they  never  have  been  seen  since? 

Ansicer.  No,  sir;  not  at  all.  My  partner  says  he  saw  them  on  the  street  walking 
about.  I  have  heard  several  other  gentlemen  say  they  saw  them  during  the  day,  bat 
wii  have  never  heaixl  of  then  since. 
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By  Mr.  Bucklht  : 

Quentiwi,  That  statement  would  rather  go  to  discredit  the  theory  that  tbe  negroes 
killed  him  f 

An»icer.  Yes,  sir,  and  my  mind  leans  more  to  that  theory  than  the  other.  I  did  not 
think  anybody  had  the  disposition  to  injure  Mr.  Wissler  bere.  All  opportunities  had 
been  had*  heretofore.  He  was  a  man  who  did  not  stand  very  high  in  the  community 
here  in  any  way. 

By  Mr.  Blair: 

Question.  He  mingled  freely  around  everywhere  t 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  everywhere  just  as  any  other  citizen.  It  has  sometimes  l>een 
thought  that  some  men  might  bo  killed  here ;  but  really  I  thought  he  would  have 
been  the  last  that  would  have  been  killed  if  it  had  been  done  by  the  Ku-Klux  or  any 
such  band  as  that.    I  do  not  know  why  they  would  have  killed  him. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 

Q%M9tion,  Have  you  ever  heard  that  he  received  threats  from  parties  in  Winston 
County  f 

Answer.  No,  sir;  never  in  my  life.  He  has  a  brother-in-law,  the  Triplett  whom  I 
am  defending  fsr  the  murder  of  this  man — Solomon  Triplett.  I  have  talked  freely  with 
Winston  men,  gathering  up  information  for  their  defense,  and  I  have  never  heard  a 
word  said  about  Wissler. 

Question.  Did  Wissler  have  anything  to  do  with  the  arrest  of  Triplett  or  any  of  these 
parties  in  Winston  t 

Answer.  Wissler  told  me  he  had  not.  He  came  on  down  at  the  time  of  this  occur- 
rence with  Mr.  Triplett,  who  is  indicted,  and  all  these  parties.  He  was  appointed  a 
deputy  to  bring  these  parties  down,  by  my  request.  Wissler  was  appointed  in  this  way : 
We  had  tried  the  question  whether  they  wore  entitled  to  bail,  before  Judge  Hill.  Ho 
decided  that  they  were,  and  fixed  the  amount  of  the  bail.  These  parties  were  there, 
and  it  would  be  very  expensive  to  them  to  send  home  and. get  their  bail.  They  could 
not  give  bail  there,  and  I  went  into  court,  and  got  the  Judge  to  make  an  order  direct- 
ing the  commissioner  here,  Mr.  Dismukes,  to  take  ball  from  these  men.  The  district 
attorney  objected  to  it  at  first,  but  said  he  would  do  it  if  I  would  indorse  them  as 
good  bonds.  I  told  him  I  did  not  like  to  do  things  of  that  sort ;  it  was  not  my  way 
of  doing  business ;  but  I  would  state  honestly  whether  I  thought  they  were  good  or 
not.  Under  that  state  of  things,  the  Judge  ordered  them  to  be  brought  down,  and 
Wissler,  living  here,  was  appointeid  to  bring  them  down.  It  was  not  a  formal  thing. 
They  came  down  and  seemed  all  remarkably  friendly,  and  there  was  no  disturbance. 
We  were  delayed  by  the  train  in  making  connection,  and  were  forced  to  stay  all  night 
at  Corinth.  That  is  the  way  this  burning  occurred ;  at  least,  we  would  have  been  at 
home ;  and  I  have  been  talking  with  these  people  up  in  that  direction,  and  I  have 
never  heard  them  accuse  Wissler  as  one  of  the  witnesses.  They  say  they  uo  not  know  *' 
how  he  could  be,  as  he  had  not  lived  in  that  region  at  the  time. 

By  Mr.  Blair: 

Question.  Speaking  of  the  burning,  I  did  not  ask  you  the  evidence  in  regard  to  the 
burning.    Will  you  please  state  itf 

Answer.  I  cannot  say,  general,  what  the  evidence  was.  I  heard  a  good  deal  of  it,  and 
saw  some  of  the  transactions  myself.  The  general  impression  there  was — and  some  of 
the  evidence  tended  to  show  it--that  he  had  robbed  this  man  of  $500.  Now,  Shipley, 
just  as  ho  came  running  out  of  the  door,  was  in  a  perfect  blaze.  General  Gholson, 
Doctor  Perkins,  and  myself  were  standing  in  the  front  door.  I  was  leaning  against  a 
pillar  looking  into  the  dining-room,  as  near  as  three  or  four  yards  from  the  window.  I 
was  looking  in,  and  the  other  two  gentlemen  sat  with  their  backs  toward  it.  I  heard 
something  rattle,  and  all  at  once  the  house  was  filled  with  the  blaze.  I  observed  to 
the  gentlemen,  "General,  the  house  is  on  fire."  We  jumped  up,  and  with  that  I  saw  a 
man  come  out  of  the  door.  It  seemed  that  the  oil  was  poured  in  his  lap,  and  the  coal- 
oil  ran  down  into  his  boots  or  shoes,  I  suppose ;  at  at  any  rate,  into  his  lower  extremities, 
and  enveloped  him  perfectly  in  flame.  As  he  came  out  of  the  door,  I  thought  it  was  a 
bed  which  they  were  throwing  out.  Perkins  ran  to  the  water-tank  right  after  him, 
and  I  after  him.  The  man  ran  up  to  it ;  there  was  a  trough  iu  which  they  wash,  and 
which  holds  basins ;  there  was  a  water-tank  similar  to  those  on  steamboats,  and  Per- 
kins hallooed  to  him,  "  Bun  to  the  water-tank."  Ho  ran  and  threw  himself  just  in 
that  position  in  the  gutter  of  the  trough.  It  happened  that  the  tank  was  nearly  full 
of  water,  and  Perkins  took  it,  and  threw  it  right  into  the  trough ;  that  extinguished 
all  the  flames  except  at  his  feet :  I  saw  that  they  were  still  burning,  and  some  threw 
water  on  them  and  extingnishea  that  fire.  I  heard  him  say,  "  I  have  lost  my  money," 
or  **  I  have  lost  $500;"  that  was  the  first  remark.  I  could  do  him  uo  good  there.  Some 
persons  were  around  him.  By  that  time  a  crowd  had  collected,  so  I  went  back,  think- 
ing I  might  find  out  something.    Toward  the  door  I  saw  some  pieoes  of  his  pantaloons 
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and  coat ;  some  persons  caught  at  it  and  jerked  off  pieces.  He  seemed  to  have  thrown 
his  hands  ont  in  this  way,  [illustrating,]  and  there  were  places  burning  all  over  the 
floor  where  he  threw  the  oil ;  I  could  find  them  in  that  way  all  the  way  back.  I  do 
not  know  who  did  it.  I  did  not  see  the  gentlemen  when  they  were  sitting  there  to- 
gether at  all.  Immediately  the  hue  and  cry  was  mode  that  Wissler  had  done  it.  These 
men  had  started  from  the  lower  hotel  to  come  up  to  the  Scrucgs  House,  at  which  it 
occurred,  and  they  had  gone  off— these  two,  Shipley  and  Wissler — to  a  grocery,  and 
were  drinking  there,  and  then  came  into  the  house,  and  the  testimony  was  by  several 
of  them  there  that  ne  turned  this  lamp  over  intentionally.  They  said  they  saw  him 
wavering  it  several  times,  and  at  last  he  threw  it  over  on  him ;  that  he  and  Wissler  had 
been  seen  in  conversation  at  the  table,  and  Wissler  said  he  had  lost  his  pistol ;  and 
that  ho  got  up  to  look  for  it,  and  went  behind  the  screen  where  the  servanta  go  with 
their  dishes ;  that  he  came  back  and  took  a  seat  by  Shipley,  and  mentioned  again  that 
he  had  lost  his  pistol,  and  got  up  and  took  the  l«mp  and  put  it  on  the  floor  and  looked 
around,  and  then  picked  it  up  and  wont  to  set  it  on  the  table  a^aiii,  and  as  be  was  flat- 
ting it  on  the  table  again,  Mr.  Tucker,  one  of  the  witnesses,  said  he  was  satisfieil  that 
the  man  hit  it  on  the  edge  of  the  table.  He  set  it  on  the  side  of  a  saucer  and  it 
careened  over.  As  to  my  own  belief,  I  do  not  believe  that  the  man  intende<l  to  bnrn 
Shipley.  People  were  very  much  exasperated  there.  I  think  probably  if  it  had  not 
been  for  some  remark  I  made,  or  some  other  persons  there,  that  they  would  have  got 
hold  of  him  and  strung  him  up. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 
QitestioH.  You  think  it  was  an  accident  f 
Anstcer,  1  do ;  but  the  testimony  was  strongly  the  other  way. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  What  waa  the  testimony  as  to  his  having  robbed  Shipley  t 

An8w<n',  There  was  no  evidence  of  that,  but  they  had  been  at  a  c;n)cery  drinking 

together,  and  he  came  back  and  acted  strangely  about  getting  up  and  hunting  for  hh 

Xnstol  and  making  these  remarks.    Then  immediately  upon  the  occurrence— I  did  not 

see  him — they  say  he  ran  down  the  railroad,  and  went  to  the  house  where  he  was  be- 

loWi 

Question.  That  Wissler  did  t 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  I  did  not  see  him  at  all  after  the  man  was  on  fire.  The  other  p«- 
sons,  Mr.  Tucker,  a  very  reliable  man,  and  Mr.  Tri^lett,  were  there,  but  he  had  gone  off 
just  before,  a  little  late  at  night.  The  first  that  raised  any  suspicion  in  my  mind  aboot 
it  was,  that  some  gentlemen  in  charge  of  these  persons  with  him  coming  from  Oxford, 
a  young  man,  just  as  we  were  going  to  bed,  came  and  said  he  wanted  to  know  some- 
thing about  this  thing ;  that  Mr.  Shipley  hsfd  said  this  man  was  trying  to  rob  him,  and 
that  in  the  scuffle  the  lamp  was  knocKed  over,  and  accidentally  he  had  burned  up  the 
man.  This  is  what  Lewis — I  think  that  is  his  name — said,  and  he  came  up  to  inquire 
about  it.  I  had  never  dreamed  about  robbery  by  any  particular  persons  before.  I 
thought  probably  the  man  had  dropped  his  pocket-book  as  he  was  running,  and  some- 
body had  picked  it  up. 

Question,  From  what  you  say  about  turning  the  kerosene  into  his  lap,  or  throwing 
the  lamp  over  against  him,  there  must  have  been  some  persons  in  the  room  who  saw 
itf 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  divers  persons.  The  servant  and  chambermaid,  and  one  or  two 
white  women  serving,  and  the  head  woman  of  the  concern.  Her  testimony  was  very 
strong  against  him.  I  got  this  from  the  testimony  taken  before  Judge  Davis.  That 
was,  that  it  was  turned  over  and  they  thought  intentionally.  I  did  not  see  it.  of  course, 
but  from  the  representations  of  Tucker  and  the  others,  I  do  not  think  the  man  intended 
it.    He  is  a  man  of  no  nerve  at  all  or  of  very  little  nerve. 

By  Mr.  Rice: 
Question,  Was  Tucker  there  f 
Answer,  Yes,  sir. 
Question,  A  friend  of  Shipley's  f 

Answer,  He  woe  one  of  the  parties  under  arrest,  and  accused  of  the  murder  of  Solo- 
mon Triplett. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question,  In  charge  of  Wissler  t 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  and  all  of  them  were  down  at  the  other  hotel :  not  the  one  I  was  at 
I  was  at  the  Scruggs  Hotel,  and  Wissler  and  this  man  met  together  at  the  lower  hotel, 
and  seemed  to  become  very  intimate.  It  was  said  that  this  man  was  drinking  pretty 
heavily. 

By  Mr.  BuCKLBT : 

Question,  Shipley  f 
Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  Shipley. 
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By  Mr.  Rice: 

Queation,  What ;  was  Wissler  drunk  too  t 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  not  when  I  saw  him  last.  I  do  not  think  Wissler  was  a  man  that 
ever  got  nnder  the  inflnence  of  liquor. 

QHcstion.  Tucker  was  the  man  that  sat  at  the  head  of  the  table  t 

Answer.  Tes,  sir,  and  Tucker  said  so.  Thev  said  thov  would  come  up  and  take  sup- 
]>erat  the  Scruggs  House,  and  they  invited  him,  (Tucker,)  and  when  they  started  he 
came  on,  and  he  asked  me  when  he  reached  there  if  Wissler  had  got  there.  I  told  him 
no.    He  said  they  had  gone  by  another  saloon  to  get  some  liquor. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  Had  Shipley  at  any  time  before  that  said  anything  to  you  about  being 
robbed  t 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question,  Do  you  not  regard  it  as  a  very  strong  circumstance  against  the  theory  of 
intentional  tipping  the  kerosene  in  his  lap,  that  there  were  so  many  people  preseut  to 
see  it  done  f 

Answer.  I  could  not  see  the  policy  of  it  anyway,  burning  a  man  up.  If  he  wanted 
to  rob  him  or  had  robbed  him,  he  could  have  gone  off  witnout  burning  him. 

Question,  Was  Wissler's  person  ever  searched  to  ascertain  whether  Shipley's  money 
was  on  him  or  not  f 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  I  do  not  know.  I  never  heard  that  it  was.  It  was  not  while  I  was 
there.  Wissler  was  very  anxious  to  go  on  with  these  men.  He  came  to  me  the  next 
morning,  and  wanted  me  to  stav  and  aid  him,  but  I  had  to  come  on  for  my  business.  I 
told  him  there  were  as  good  ana  better  counsel  there  as  myself,  and  they  could  do  him 
justice. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 
Question.  You  heard  the  exclamation  of  Shipley  that  he  had  been  robbed  f 
Answer.  1  heard  him  say  "I  have  lost  $500,"  or  he  said,  "  I  have  been  robbed."  There 

were  so  many  right  by  me  that  I  cannot  tell.    The  idea  was  that  he  had  been  robbed. 

The  man  was  burned  very  badly.    His  hands  were  cramped  in  this  way,  [illustrating.] 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Question.  How  long  did  he  livet 
Answer^  About  twenty-four  or  twenty-eight  hours. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question,  Did  he  make  any  further  statement  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir,  he  gave  testimony. 

Question,  What  was  it  T 

Answer.  He  was  firmly  of  opinion  that  this  man  had  robbed  him,  and  burned  him  on 
pnrpoee.    That  was  his  idea. 

Question,  Where  did  he  say  he  had  robbed  him  and  how  f 

Answer.  1  did  no.t  hear.  It  was  all  in  a  moment,  and  was  a  frightful  scene  any  way. 
I  retired  immediately  that  I  saw  he  had  got  aid.    I  went  off  to  my  room. 

Question,  Shipley's  testimony  was  taken  before  his  death  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  With  the  impression  full  upon  him  that  he  was  about  to  die  f 

Answer,  He  had  the  lull  impression  upon  him  that  he  was;  that  Wissler  got  his 
money  and  robbed  him. 

By  Mr.  Rick  : 

Question.  The  examining  court,  with  this  testimony  before  them,  discharged  Wiss- 
ler f 
Answer,  I  do  not  know  what  amount  of  testimony  they  had  before  them. 

By  the  Chairman  i 

Question.  I  understand  that  this  was  a  dying  declaration  f 

Answer,  I  saw  them  going  into  the  room  to  take  his  declaration.  He  was  dying.  I 
suppose  that  was  their  object.  It  was  just  as  I  was  gettine  on  the  cars.  I  saw  the 
two  magistrates  go  into  Shipley's  room,  and  I  was  informed  tnSy  were  going  to  get  his 
testimony.    I  diu  not  remain  until  the  end  of  the  examination. 

Question.  Who  was  Shipley  T 

Answer.  He  was  a  tobacconist,  I  thiilk,  traveling  through  the  country. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question.  Judge  Davis  reviewed  all  the  testimony  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir.  He  was  charged  very  heavily  by  the  friends  here  of  not  doing  the 
man  justice,  and  everything  of  the  sort,  and  he  came  out  with  his  opinion  and  the  tes- 
timony and  he  published  it. 
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By  Mr.  Rice: 
Question.  What  did  he  decide  it  to  be  f 
Answer.  He  decided  it,  I  belieye,  to  be  manslanghter. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
QucstUm.  Wae  not  that  a  most  lame  and  impotent  conclosion  f 
Answer.  I  thought  it  was  a  most  lame  conclusion.    It  would  have  been  mnrder  or 
accident. 

By  Mr.  Rice  : 
Quesiion.  Did  he  decide  it  on  the  ground  of  criminal  negligence  t 
Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question.  What  did  he  say  of  the  robbery  t 

Answer.  I  do  not  know.  He  said  the  party  onght  to  be  bound  over,  under  the  cir 
cnmstances.  The  weight  of  his  argument  seemea  to  be,  if  it  was  not  done  intention 
ally,  that  there  was  great  criminal  negligence. 

Question.  Lieutenant  Governor  Powers  then  gave  the  bond  t 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  so  I  was  informed. 

Question.  What  were  his  relations  with  Wissler  f 

Answer.  1  do  not  know,  sir ;  he  used  to  live  in  this  county.  He  is  acquainted  with 
the  family.  I  suppose  he  was  appealed  to  by  Wissler's  family — ^his  sister  and  mother. 
Nobody  here  seemed  to  take  an  luterest  in  it.  I  was  absent  at  the  time — ^traveling  up 
north  duriug  the  summer.  When  I  got  to  Corinth,  I  understood  he  had  been  bonded 
a  few  days  before,  by  Governor  Powers. 

By  Mr.  Rice  : 

Question.  Is  it  regarded  here  as  anything  against  a  man  to  go  on  a  bond  when  a  man 
18  entitled  to  bail  f 

Answer.  People  talked  about  it  in  this  way :  that  Governor  Powers  would  be  gover- 
nor in  a  short  time,  and  that  there  would  be  no  punishing  this  man  Wissler  any  way  if 
Governor  Powders  took  him  under  his  wing. 

Question.  But  there  was  no  general  objection  to  it  f 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  but  many  thought  Governor  Powers  ought  not  to  have  done  it.  He 
would  be  governor,  and  have  the  pardoning  power  and  everything  of  the  sort.  The 
way  it  was  managed  was  in  this  way :  they  uiought  that  was  the  reason  that  Shipley *tt 
friends  had  hastened  this  thin^  on.  They  thought  he  was  in  a  way  to  be  released 
probably,  and  that  he  never  would  be  punished.  This  is  a  mere  theory.  I  have  heard 
that  mentioned  by  way  of  speculation  and  theory. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 

Question.  Has  there  been  any  complaint  in  your  State  that  the  pardoning  power  has 
been  exercised  too  freely  t 

Answer.  None  in  the  world.  I  do  not  think  it  has  as  far  as  I  know.  I  do  not  think 
there  has  been  any  ground  of  complaint  of  that  sort. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question.  If  he  had  actually  been  governor  at  the  time,  it  would  have  been  a  very 
flagrant  offense  would  it  not  T 

Answer.  It  would  not  have  looked  right;  and  many  thou||^lit  it  was  not  proper  under 
the  circumstances,  as  it  is  understood  he  will  be  governor  in  a  short  time. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  Was  it  understood  that  any  influence,  besides  that  of  Wissler's  fiimily,  was 
employed  t 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  that  I  heard  so.  In  general,  I  understood  that  his  wife,  and 
his  sister,  aud  Wissler's  mother  appealed  to  Obionel  Powers,  but  I  do  not  know  that  I 
ever  heard  anybody  say  more  than  that  about  the  fact. 

Question.  He  lives  in  this  neighborhood  f 

Answer.  He  lives  in  this  county,  some  eight  or  ten  miles  below  here ;  and  was  very 
well  acquainted  with  th»  family,  or  i*atber,  I  think,  went  there,  probably,  sometimes, 
and  was  well  acquainted  with  Wissler  aud  the  family.  My  own  impression  was,  that 
the  reason  Colonel  Powers  did  so  wae,  because  he  was  appealed  to  by  theao  ladies  to 
release  the  man.    I  think  it  was  a  matter  of  sympathy  on  his  part. 

By  Mr. Blair: 
Question.  There  is  testimony  before  this  committee  in  reference  to  a  Mr.  Taliafem^ 

who  profeaaes  to  have  information' 

Answer.  I  know  Mr.  Taliaferro. 
Question.  What  do  you  know  of  him  f 
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Anstcer,  I  never  knew  anythinp^  of  him  nntil  about  a  year  ago.  I  do  not.  know  how 
lou}^  he  hoa  been  in  the  country ;  but  I  had  some  bnsiuess  transactions  with  Captain 
Taliaferro,  a  very  worthy  old  ^ntleman  in  this  county,  about  a  year  ago.  In  arrang- 
ing that  business,  this  Mr.  Taliaferro  you  speak  of  came  to  my  office.  That  was  the 
first  I  knew  of  him.  My  acquaintance  after  that  was  slight.  Being  a  connection  of 
old  Captain  Taliaferro,  I  sup|)08ed  him  to  be  a  very  clever  yonng  gentleman.  He 
8(Himed  a  very  nice  man.  Shortly  afterward  he  got  into  some  difficulty  in  regard  to 
uiy  partner,  Mr.  Rives.  He  has  a  plantation  up  there  where  he  was  liVing,  and  the 
uext  information  I  had  was,  lliat  he  was  arrested  here  for  stealing  Captain  RivesV 
mule,  and  bringing  him  down  to  the  livery  stable  here  and  attempting  to  sell  him.  A 
warrant  was  got  out,  and  he  was  arrested  and  brought  into  the  court  below,  and  Mr. 
Kives  and  myself  went  down  there,  and  being  acquainted  with  old  man  Taliaferro, 
whom  we  had  known  for  a  series  of  years,  and  some  gentlemen  from  Mobile  at  that 
time  coming  into  the  court-room  and  stating  that  he  knew  this  man  Taliaferro ;  that 
he  knew  his  family  in  South  Carolina,  and  that  they  were  clever  people,  it  operated 
u^ion  Mr.  Rives's  sympathies,  and  Mr.  Rives  got  up  and  stated  to  the  court  that  he  was 
acquainted  with  Captain  Taliaferro ;  and  from  the  statement  made,  the  magistrate 
could  do  as  he  pleased  about  the  prosecution ;  that  he  himself  had  no  feeling  about  it, 
and  would  rather  the  man  would  not  be  prosecuted ;  that  he  had  probably  done  it  very 
unguardedly,  and  the  prosecution  might  be  the  ruin  of  him  as  a  young  man,  and,  if 
the  magistrate  felt  disposed,  he  would  not  have  an^^thing  to  do  with  the  prosecution. 
Taliaferro  was  discharged  in  this  way,  by  request  of  Mr.  Rives,  whose  mule  was  taken. 
The  rumor  was  at  the  same  time  that  he  went  to  the  manager  of  Mr.  Rives's  planta- 
tion, and  got  the  mule  to  bring  a  hog  down  for  an  old  lady  up  there,  and  brought  it 
down  here  and  sold  it,  and  then  tried  to  sell  the  mule  and  take  the  money.  The  mule 
was  got  out  of  the  stable.  I  do  not  think  he  sold  the  mule.  He  pocketed  the  old 
lady's  money,  and  that  was^the  last  of  it.  He  left  the  country  shortly  afterward. 
That  was  the  last  I  heard  of  him. 

Question,  Was  that  after  he  had  made  these  disclosures  about  the  Eu-Elux  t 

Anfncer.  No,  sir ;  that  was  before.  He  never  made  these  disclosnres  that  I  ever  heard 
of,  until  the  sitting  of  the  Fe<leral  courK  I  understood  he  was  there,  but  I  did  not  see 
him.  I  understood  he  had  gone  to  Maryland,  and  was  living  x>robably  in  Baltimore. 
This  was  some  time  before  1  heard  anything  about  any  disclosures  about  the  Ku-Klux 
up  in  that  neighborhood.    That  is  all  I  know  about  him. 

Question,  It  nas  been  stated  that  he  was  looked  upon  as  a  very  clever  young  man 
previous  to  making  these  disclosures,  and  received  by  everybody  in  the  best  society  f 

Justcer,  My  acquaintance  with  him  was  so  slight  that  I  never  knew  anything  about 
that.    I  merely  knew  him  as  connected  with  his  uncle. 

Question.  You  knew  he  was  charged  with  the  stealing  of  this  mule  before  making 
these  disclosures  f 

Ansteer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  And  the  hog-stealing  matter  ? 

Ansteer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  \Tith  these  accusations  pending  against  him,  is  it  likely  that  he  would 
have  been  received  in  the  best  society  ? 

Ansicer.  I  suppose  that  after  that  he  was  not.  If  it  is  stated  that  he  was  received  in 
the  best  society,  it  must  have  been  anterior  to  the  mule  matter. 

Question.  It  is  stated  that  he  was  received  in  the  best  society,  and  cultivated  by  all 
good  people,  until  he  made  these  disclosures  ? 

Ansver.  I  do  not  know  anything  about  that.  I  saw  him,  and  ho  looked  like  a  very 
clever  young  gentleman.    I  did  not  know  anything  about  him  at  that  time. 

Question.  Do  you  suppose  ho  was  received  in  the  best  society  after  this  attempt  to 
dispose  of  Mr.  Rives's  mule  f 

Ansteer.  1  think  not.    I  never  saw  him  after  that.    I  think  he  left  shortly  after  that. 

By  Mr«  Rice  : 

Question.  When  was  thatf 

Answer.  It  has  been  over  a  year  ago ;  dates  I  cannot  recollect.  There  are  persons 
who  are  better  acquainted  with  these  things  than  I  am  in  the  neighborhood — Mr.  Rives 
and  Mr.  Dismukes.    I  simply  give  my  own  as  rumor.  « 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question.  The  statement  of  a  witness  is,  "  Very  nice  men  in  this  county,  who  have 
Biuce  denounced  him,  took  him  into  their  families  before  and  up  to  that  time." 

Answer.  I  should  think  this  about  that,  though  I  could  not  speak  with  any  certainty: 
B<*ing  a  connection  of  Captain  Taliaferro,  in  that  neighborhood,  I  suppose  he  was 
received  by  Captain  Taliaferro's  friends  until  the  matter  was  found  out. 

Question.  Until  when  T 

Anfftvir.  Until  these  things  occurred. 

Quattiou.  Until  this  nmle  business  occurred? 
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Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  I  had  heard  nothiag  about  it  before*  I  do  not  think  be  had  be«ii 
iu  the  couutry  very  long ;  if  he  had,  I  did  not  kno«r  it.  It  was  mere  accident  coiiDected 
with  Captain  Taliaferro's  business  and  some  matters  I  had  in  my  hands  for  the  oM 
man,  that  I  formed  his  acquamtance.  I  suppose  he  was  received  in  good  society  at 
that  time. 

Question,  Do  you  know  anything  about  any  attempt  to  coerce  or  intimidate  the 
negroes  in  voting  f 

Anstt;cr,  1  never  saw  such  a  thing  done.  I  hare  no  information  about  an3rthfng  of 
that  sort.  There  was  some  complaint  of  it  years  ago,  but  lately  I  do  not  think  in  onr 
county  there  is  a  white  roan  that  ever  speaks  to  a  colored  man  about  voting.  That  ia 
our  understanding  generally.  We  know  they  have  it  all  their  own  way.  We  have  do 
candidates,  and  the  colored  people  vote  just  aa  they  please.  There  is  no  sense  in  intim- 
idating now. 

Question,  It  would  be  simplv  absurd  to  intimidate  when  you  have  no  candidates? 

Anstoer,  We  have  no  candidates  at  all.  There  may  be  some  men  running  who  call 
themselves  democrats.  I  do  not  know  it.  There  is  no  white  man  taking  any  interest 
in  this  election  now  going  on,  unless  it  be  a  man  who  is  a  candidate.  It  was  so  in  oar 
last  election  a  year  ago. 

Question.  No  candidates  then  f 

Answer,  There  may  have  been  some  candidates.    I  do  not  remember.    That  was  fiii 

State  officers.    There  were  candidates  then.    We  had  a  man  by  the  name  of , 

a  brother-in-law  of  General  Grant. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question,  Judge  Dent  f 

Answer,  I  believe  that  was  his  name ;  but  it  was  all  one  side  in  this  county.  At 
that  time  there  was  no  effort  made  in  this  county  for  the  Dent  ticket.  I  do  not  think 
I  saw  any  white  men  take  any  part  in  it. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question.  A  witness  says  there  was  no  intimidation  at  all  last  spring  f 

Answer,  Last  spring f    I  heard  of  none.    What  was  that  about? 

Question,  He  says,  "  I  know  of  no  intimidation  since  last  spring  ?  " 

Answer.  There  has  been  no  election  here  since  the  election  of  our  governor. 

Question.  There  has  been  no  election  in  which  to  coerce  ? 

Answer,  None  in  the  world — not  even  a  corporation  election. 

Question,  I  understand  yon  to  say  that  white  people  took  no  interest  at  all  ? 

Answer,  Not  in  that  Dent  election  in  this  county.  If  there  was  a  threat  of  intimi- 
dation, or  anything  of  the  sort,  I  do  not  know  it.  I  have  seen  no  manifestation  of  any 
feeling  of  that  sort  in  our  county. 

Question.  There  were  said  to  be  several  churches  burned,  one  at  Shuqualak  and  one  at 
Brookville  ? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  And  one  or  two  white  schools  burned  ? 

Anstcrr,  Yes,  sir  j  a  white  school  was  burned  up  at  Mushulaville — how,  I  do  not  know. 

Question,  What  is  the  theory  ? 

Antncer,  I  never  have  heard  any  theory.    I  heard  that  it  was  burned. 

Question,  The  witness  says  the  people  here  are  opposed  to  negro  schools,  some  of 
them? 

Answer,  There  may  be  such  persons.  This  was  a  white  school  at  Mushulaville,  as  I 
understood  it.  I  have  heard  of  no  opposition  to  negro  schools  at  all.  There  has  been 
a  question  in  regard  to  building  negro  school-houses.  Some  portion  of  the  commuuity 
are  opposed  to  taxation  for  the  x^Qipose  of  building  school-houses.  They  say  the 
'aeighborhoods  ouglit  to  build  their  own  houses,  and  tax  to  pay  the  teachers  and  ex- 
penses:  they  are  willing  to  do  that;  but  the  discord  is  as  to  taking  so  mnch  money  to 
build  tne  houses,  since  they  could  put  up  log-houses  Just  as  they  used  to.  Some  say 
that  they  are  built  by  the  common  fund;  that  the  whites  and  blacks  would  both  send 
to  them,  and  there  would  be  difficulty  in  that  way ;  that  it  would  be  better  for  both 
to  build  their  own  houses. 

Question.  What  is  the  rate  of  taxation  in  your  county? 

Answer,  The  Lord  knows.    It  is  so  heavy  I  do  not  know. 

Question,  Is  it  as  much  as  before  the  war  ? 

Answer.  I  think  my  own  is  at  least  four  times  the  amount  on  the  same  property. 
For  instance,  there  is  a  farm  I  control  up  here  for  a  gentleman  in  Alabama.  I  paid 
for  the  taxes  of  1869  about  $75.  The  taxes  of  1870  were  about  i$2G4. 

Question,  Is  that  on  the  land  ? 

Answer,  Just  on  the  naked  land  itself. 

Question.  Was  the  tax  of  $75  on  the  laud  simply  ? 

Answer,  That  is  all. 
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Bytbe  Chairman: 
Question.  How  many  acres  t 

Anstrer.  I  think  aboat  a  thoasand  or  eleven  hundred. 
Queaiian.  Cotton  plantation  ? 

Answer,  Yes,  pir ;  it  is  one  I  had  rented  for  a  gentleman.  It  took  a  little  over  half 
the  rent  to  pay  lae  taxes. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Queatian,  What  is  the  value  of  that  property  as  compared  with  what  it  used  to  bef 

Anaivcr,  I  nm  a  bad  judge  of  real  estate. 

Question,  What  would  it  sell  for  now  compared  to  1869  f 

Answer.  I  siiould  think  that,  probably,  in  1869  it  ought  to  have  sold  for  at  least 
twenty-five  dollars  an  acre — not  1869,  but  before  the  war,  I  mean. 

Question.  Was  that  the  tax  yon  paid  in  1869  f 

Answer.  Nu,  sir;  but  in  1869  the  land  was  worth  about  the  same  as  now,  and  in  1870 
I  saw  but  little  difference  in  the  price  of  the  land. 

Question,  Before  the  war  what  was  the  tax  on  that  land  t 

Anstcer.  I  do  not  know,  but  it  could  not  have  been  very  much.  Our  taxes  were  so 
arranged  before  the  war  that  we  paid  less  laud  tax  than  any  people  in  the  world  that 
paid  as  much  tax  as  we  did.  The  burden  was  taken  off  of  the  land.  My  understanding 
is,  that  the  tax  of  1869,  and  previous  to  that,  was  one-tenth  of  one  per  cent. ;  that  is 
the  State  tax,  and  the  county  can  put  on  as  much  more,  and  then  the  special  county 
tax  may  co  beyond  that.  It  is  the  special  county  tax  that  has  made  it  so  heavy  upon 
us.  We  have  been  building  Jails,  and  a  poor-house,  and  bridges,  aud  one  thing  and 
another  of  that  sort.  The  special  tax  has  been  enormous.  It  is  not  so  much  the  State 
tax  as  the  special  county  tax. 

Question,  What  is  the  State  tax  now  f  You  say  in  1869  it  was  one-tenth  of  one 
per  cent,  f 

Answer.  I  think  the  State  tax  is  one-half  of  one  per  cent. 

Question.  That  is  ff  ve-teuths  f 

Anstcer,  Yes,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Ricb  : 
Question.  Is  it  not  40  cents  on  the  hundred  dollars  f 
Answir.  I  do  not  know  but  it  is.    How  much  would  the  half  of  one  per  cent,  be  T 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 
Question.  So  that  it  is  five  times  what  it  was  in  1869  f 
Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  my  taxes  are  about  four  or  five  times  as  much. 
Question.  Then  the  county  tax  is  five  mills  or  more  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  it  cannot  go  beyond  the  State  tax,  and  then  the  school  tax  may  go 
beyond  that,  aud  then  we  have  also  a  special  tax. 
Question,  The  school  tax  is  a  separate  thing  entirely  f 
Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  What  is  the  amount  that  may  be  levied  for  school  taxes  f 
Answer.  I  do  not  remember  the  limit. 

By  Mr.  Buckley: 
Question,  Your  school-tax  is  estimated  by  the  board  of  school  commissioners  f 
Answer,  I  think  so. 

Question,  But  the  levy  is  made  by  the  board  of  super\H8ors  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  think  that  is  the  way  it  is  done.  It  is  a  matter  I  have  not  looked 
into  or  informed  myself  about. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 
Question,  Are  the  supervisors  compelled  by  law  to  raise  the  amount  estimated  f 
Answer,  I  cannot  say.    I  have  not  examined  the  statute  on  that  subject.  Our  statutes 
have  not  come  out  yet. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 

Question,  Do  not  the  two  boards  consult  and  often  raise  or  lower  the  estimates  t 

Anstcer.  1  suppose  they  do ;  they  ought  to. 

Question.  Is  it  not  the  fact  that  iu  Lowndes  County  the  estimate  was  cut  down  from 
sixty-five  to  twenty-one  thousand  dollars? 

Answer,  1  saw  some  notice  of  some  such  thing  as  that  in  the  papers ;  I  know  they 
took  down  the  tax. 

By  Mr.  Blair: 
Question,  Is  there  any  opposition  to  negro  suffrage? 

Answer,  I  do  not  know  that  there  is,  sir ;  we  all  seem,  so  far  as  I  know,  to  acquiesce 
as  a  law-abiding  people.    There  is  no  issue  in  regard  to  that  Question  hero  with  us. 

34m  ■  f  I 
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There  may  be  private  opinions  about  it,  bat  no  public  exproBsion  of  opinion  that  I 
know  of.    We  take  the  constitution  and  laws  as  we  find  them. 

QueatUm.  This  man  Doss  is  spoken  of  by  witnesses  as  a  Tcry  violent  man,  and  a  man 
who,  on  one  occasion,  ran  off  the  magistrate's  constables  and  everybody  else  present, 
here  in  town,  when  they  were  examining  into  a  case  f 

AuMwer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  was  presi.'ut. 

Question.  Tell  us  what  he  did. 

Answer,  I  can  hardly  tell  you ;  how  the  difflcnlty  occurred  I  do  not  know,  but  while 
the  court  was  sitting  be  became  boisterous  and  drew  his  pistol;  I  saw  that  out ;  what 
it  was  about  now  I  have  no  recollection.  A  good  many  persons  got  out  of  the  way. 
It  occurred  in  this  way,  sir,  as  near  as  I  recollect :  he  was  evidently  drinking  some,  and 
he  wanted  to  pass  out  of  the  door,  and  some  officer  would  not  permit  him  to  go  out; 
and  he  swore  he  would  go,  and  they  got  into  some  altercation,  and  this  man  Doss  flour- 
ished his  pistol  about  iu  the  court-house,  and  some  of  the  people  got  out  and  some  did 
not,  and  some  got  hold  of  him,  and  the  thing  was  quieted  down.  I  think  three  mag- 
if>trates  were  sitting,  and  I  thiuk  they  got  off  of  the  bench  and  probably  came  intothid 
little  ante-room,  or  some  little  room  in  the  court-house.  My  recollection  is  that  they 
retired. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 

Question.  Did  you  understand  that  Doss  got  upon  the  table  in  front  of  the  judge's 
stand  f 

Answer.  I  do  not  remember ;  I  remember  at  one  time  of  seeing  him  upon  the  plat- 
form but  not  on  the  table.  I  recollect  seeing  him  at  one  time  on  the  platform  where 
they  were,  or  where  they  had  been :  I  do  not  remember  whether  they  were  there;  but 
with  a  drunken  man  fooling  in  the  house  that  way,  ever>^body  was  more  or  less  afraid 
that  he  would  shoot  off  his  pistol.  Nobody  seemed  afraid  of  him  except  that  he  was 
drunk  in  that  way,  and  some  of  them  tried  to  prevent  his  shooting,  and  got  him  quieted 
down.  I  do  not  know  who  he  wanted  to  shoot.  He  just  seemed  to  be  rearing  about 
generally,  and  cursing. 

By  Mr.  Blair: 

Question.  Was  the  trial  proceeded  witht 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  This  was  a  simple  int'Crruption  only  f 

Anstver.  Yes,  sir ;  it  all  went  on  and  the  case  was  disposed  of.  It  was  a  case  of  mar- 
der. 

Question,  Had  this  anything  to  do  with  that  case  f 

Answer.  Nothing  in  the  world ;  ho  wanted  to  get  out  of  doors  and  was  prevented,  I 
thiuk,  in  some  way  from  passing  out.  It  had  no  connection,  I  suppose,  with  the  caae. 
I  know  nothing  of  his  connection  with  the  cose.  He  seemed  to  be  enraged  and  swear- 
lug  generally  and  flourishing  his  pistol  about. 

Question.  Do  you  know  anything  of  a  difficulty  that  occurred  at  Artesiaf 

Anstcer.  Not  a  word. 

Question,  You  have  heard  of  it  t 

Answer,  The  killing  of  Lee  t 

Question,  No ;  the  killing  of  a  white  man  at  a  negro  meeting  in  Artesia. 

Answer.  That  was  Lee ;  that  was  recently.  I  have  heard  of  it,  and  I  saw  some  notice 
of  it  iu  tho  newspapers.  Tha^  is  all  the  information  I  have  on  the  subject  by  both 
sides ;  one  paper  represented  it  one  way  and  another  paper  represented  it  another;  as 
to  what  the  general  impression  is  as  to  the  facts,  I  do  not  know. 

Question.  Were  any  negroes  said  to  be  arrested  f 

Anstcer,  That  was  the  information  here. 

Question.  What  was  the  iuformatiou  as  to  what  occurred  at  the  arrest  of  the  negroes! 

Answer.  I  heard  that  several  negroes  were  arrested  and  carried  to  Columboa^  and 
probably  one  or  two  white  meu. 

Question.  For  that  killing  f 

Ansicer,  Yea,  sir ;  on  account  of  that  killing. 

Question.  Did  you  hear  that  the  negroes  after  arrest  were  released  f 

Awncer.  1  do  not  know  ;  I  never  heard  that;  but  I  heard  that  the  sheriff  who  had 
arrested  them  had  been  arrested  by  the  Federal  authorities. 

Question.  That  the  sheriff  aud  his  posse  had  been  arrested  f 

Answer.  By  the  marshal. 

Question.  As  Ku-Klux  f 

Answer.  I  do  not  know.  They  were  just  arrested;  I  understood  that  they  were 
under  arrest. 

Question,  Did  you  hear  that  the  Justice  of  the  peace  who  had  issued  the  wazrant  for 
their  arrest  had  been  dismissed  from  his  office  by  Governor  Alcorn  f 

Answer.  No,  sir  ;  1  did  not  hear  that. 

Question.  This  occurred  at  Crawford  f 

Answer.  At  Artesia. 
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Question.  The  firing  occnrred  at  Artesia,  bnt  the  snbseqnent  arrest  f 

Answer,  1  do  not  know  where  it  occnrred.  There  has  been  a  j^reat  deal  of  this  burn- 
ing through  the  country  here,  and  it  is  very  hard  to  tell  anything  about  it.  Perhaps 
if  you  would  know  the  number  that  have  been  burned  it  would  astonish  yon.  I  can 
reiKiat  a  great  many  that  I  know  have  been  burned.  A  man — Dr.  Rosser — that  lives 
right  up  here,  was  burned  out.  His  corn-crib  and  stables  and  everything  the  old  man 
hod,  were  burned  about  the  first  of  this  year.  Some  negroes  were  arrested  for  it  and 
are  now  to  be  tried.    They  have  tried  one—a  mistrial,  I  think.    The  other  died. 

Question.  How  is  that  f 

Answer.  Two  negro  men  were  arrested  for  the  burning  of  Doctor  Rosser's  cribs,  and 
one  negro  man  dic^,  and  I  know  one  has  been  mistried,  if  not  two.  Yes,  there  have 
been  two  mistried. 

Question.  You  say  there  have  been  many  burnings  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Of  cotton-gins  t 

Answer.  Cotton-|^ins  too. 

Question.  What  is  the  theory  in  regard  to  these  burnings? 

Answer,,  We  hear  different  rumors.  They  are  the  houses  of  the  most  substantial 
planters  in  this  community.  The  general  impression  is  that  they  are  done  in  almost 
every  case  by  some  incendiary,  so  far  as  I  have  heard. 

Question.  What  class  of  people  are  these  incendiaries  supposed  to  be,  and  what 
motive  have  they  f 

Answer.  I  have  not  heard  who  they  were.  I  do  not  know  anything  about  that,  but 
the  owners  are  the  substantial  planters  of  the  country.  Doctor  Foster's  store  was 
burned  ont  in  the  upper  part  of  this  county  within  the  last  two  months,  and  Coleman's 
store,  at  Mnshulaville,  was  burned  out  within  two  mouths,  and  everything  he  had  in 
the  world,  and  William  P.  Connor's  gin-house;  and  my  information  was  that  eighty 
bales  of  cotton  were  burned  up  last  fall  after  gathering  the  cotton.  Within  two  years 
Doctor  Mooroi*'s  dwelling  up  here  was  burned  up,  and  a  man  by  the  name  of  Unrd,  at 
iirookville,  had  a  very  nice  dwelling  which  was  burned  up.  All  of  these  I  have 
named  were  supposed  to  have  been  done  by  incendiaries.  Cockrell's  house  up  here 
near  the  Doss  ncighlMirhood  was  burned  up  a  few  nights  ago,  and  I  do  not  know  how 
many  more.  I  just  happen  to  recollect  these  at  this  time.  There  has  been  a  good 
deal  of  burning  of  that  sort  through  the  community,  and  detection  is  impossible.  I 
think  the  oflQcers  have  tried  to  detect  whether  it  had  been  the  white  men  or  the 
negroes.  I  think  the  officers  here  have  tried,  generally,  to  ferret  them  out,  bnt  it  is 
impossible  to  do  it.  Now,  you  spoke  of  the  church  burned  at  Brookville  some  time  ago. 
The  version  I  heard  of  that  was  simply  this :  that  the  church  had  divided,  and  they 
had  become  very  unfriendly,  and  it  was  supposed  that  one  of  these  parties  had  burned 
it  up.    That  is  the  report.    I  have  never  heard  any  other  version  of  it  than  that. 

Question.  Was  that  a  negro  church  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  they  had  fallen  ont.  I  heard  a  gentleman  say  that  a  negro  woman 
at  his  honse  said  they  had  fallen  out,  and  after  it  was  burned  it  was  just  what  she 
expected,  or  something  of  that  sort.    That  seemed  to  be  the  theory  about  it. 

Question.  How  does  the  price  of  land  in  this  section  of  thQ  State  or  county  compare 
with  what  it  was  prior  to  the  war  f 

Answer.  Well,  sir,  I  should  think  the  price  now  was  not  one-half  as  much  as  before 
the  war.  It  would  not  go  that ;  land  that  would  have  sold  before  the  war  at  forty  and 
fifty  dollars — there  was  some  such  land — would  now  sell  for  perhaps  fifteen  or  twenty 
dollars.  That  would  be  about  the  way  it  would  be.  The  depreciation  is  more  than 
one-half. 

Question.  Have  you  ever  made  or  heard  made  any  estimate  of  the  destruction  of 
prox>erty  during  the  war  in  this  State  t 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  do  not  know  that  I  have,  sir. 

Question.  I  have  heard  it  stated  that  it  has  been  estimated  that  the  entire  destruc- 
tion of  property  was  about  seven-tenths,  including  the  emancipation  of  the  slaves. 

Answer.  I  should  think  it  was  at  least  that.  Really  those  who  were  our  richest  men 
in  this  country  are  now  our  poorest  men — ^far  the  poorest  men.  Men  who  were  woi-th 
hnndreds  of  thousands  are  now,  perhaps — well,  not  worth  a  dollar.  They  have  got 
nothing  in  the  world. 

Question.  The  taxation,  I  understand  you,  is  about  five  times  as  much  as  it  wast 

Answer.  I  think  about  four  or  five  times  my  taxes  were.  Perhaps  it  would  not  be. 
generally,  as  much  as  that.  I  should  sav  three  or  four  times  anyhow.  I  have  taken 
no  pains  to  make  an  estimate  except  looking  over  my  own  receipts. 

Question.  And  the  actual  values  of  the  property  a!i*e  only  three-tenths  of  what  they 
were? 

Ansicer.  I  should  suppose,  taking  the  whole  body  of  the  country  together,  including 
the  slaves,  and  everythmg  of  that  sort,  for  our  wealth  consisted  chiefly  of  slaves. 

Question,  So  that  the  emancipation  of  the  slaves  was  a  destruction  of  personal 
property? 
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Aii8wa\  Yc8,  fiir.  With  that  I  should  think,  general,  it  would  amount  to  that  much, 
sir. 

Question.  Is  it  wonderful  that,  under  such  a  state  of  afiEairs,  when  five  times  the  tax 
is  raised  on  three-tenths  of  the  valuation  of  property,  there  should  be  a  restiveness 
and  opposition  to  the  school-tax  or  any  other  tax  t 

Ansiver,  Well,  sir,  we  credit  a  great  deal  of  the  disturbance  in  this  county  to  an  ahso- 
lute  apprehension  that  the  people  would  not  be  able  to  pay  the  taxes. 

Question.  Is  there  not  an  apprehension  felt  very  generally  that  the  taxes  raised  are 
misapplied  t 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  that  is  the  general  accusation  of  the  people,  the  tax-payers,  that 
there  has  been  an  unnecessary  expenditure,  particularly  in  our  government,  and  in 
multiplying  of  offices. 

Question.  The  tax  of  five  times  as  great  upon  property  valued  at  three-tenths  of  what 
it  was,  and  the  misapplication  and  misappropriation  of  the  funds  raised  from  taxation, 
is,  as  I  understand  yon,  a  matter  of  complaint  f 

Answej'.  It  is  a  matter  of  a  great  deal  of  foreboding  and  discontent.  The  people 
think  they  are  burdened  with  taxation,  and  they  do  not  see  how  it  is  possible  to  pay 
it.  The  great  cry  is  for  economy  and  the  lessening  of  our  taxes.  That  seems  to  be  the 
main  opposition  to  what  is  termed  the  school-fund  or  school-tax.  They  say  the  taxes 
are  so  heavy.  I  have  heard  of  no  opposition  to  free-schools,  except  that  keeping  the 
schools  distinct  seems  to  be  the  desire  of  both  the  white  and  black  race  so  far  as  I  have 
consulted  with  them.  I  have  been  talked  with  a  good  deal  by  both  races,  and  they 
seem  to  desire  that  the  schools  should  be  kept  separate. 

By  Mr.  Buckley: 

Question.  You  have  separate  schools  for  the  two  races  f 

Anstver.  Yes,  sir.  We  have  not  had  any  other  kind  at  all,  and  that  seems  to  be  the 
desire  of  the  colored  people  of  this  county.  They  seem  to  be  satisfied  with  them.  They 
believe  as  I  do,  that  it  is  best  for  both  that  the  schools  should  be  kept  separate. 

Question.  The  school-board  took  the  same  view  T 

Answer.  I  expect  so.  I  have  never  consulted  with  them  about  it,  but  I  suppose  that 
is  their  idea. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question,  You  spoke  of  the  multiplication  of  offices  in  the  State  and  county  govern- 
ments as  one  of  the  causes  of  discontent  among  the  people.  Allow  me  to  inquire  whe- 
ther your  present  county  officers  are  not  comprised  within  the  list  I  shall  now  namo: 
T\vo  justices  of  the  peace,  one  constable  in  each  magistrate's  beat 

Answer.  That's  right. 

Question,  Is  that  the  same  now  as  before  the  war  t 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  just  the  same. 
'     Question.  One  supervisor  in  each  district  f 

Answer.  They  were  then  called  members  of  the  board  of  polioe,  and  of  something. 

Question.  One  coroner  t 

Answer.  The  same. 

Question.  One  surveyor  T 

Answer.  That  is  so. 

Question.  One  assessor  f 

Answer.  That  is  so. 

Question.  One  treasurer? 

Anstcer.  That  is  so. 

Question.  One  circuit  clerk  f 

Anstcer.  That  is  so. 

Question.  One  chancery  clerk  f 

Ansicer.  Yes ;  that  used  to  be  the  i>robate  clerk. 

Question.  The  same  office  substantially,  by  a  different  namef 

Ansicer.  Yes,  sir ;  no  increase. 

Question.  One  sheriff  f 

Answer.  That  is  so. 

Question.  Three  representatives  to  the  lower  house  f 

Answer.  We  had  two  before. 

Question,  There  is  a  multiplication,  or  addition,  then,  of  one  f 

Anstcer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  One  senator;  of  the  seventeenth  senatorial  district  t 

An»wei\  Our  senator  was  formerly  from  Noxubee  and  Winston.    Now,  there  are  two 
from  Noxubee  and  Kemper. 

Qutstion.  Two  from  these  three  counties,  where  you  had  one  from  two  connties  t 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

.Question.  One  district  attorney  of  the  seventh  judicial  district  f 

Answer.  That  is  the  same,  except  that  the  districts  are  not  as  large  as  before. 
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QvestUm.  Then,  wherein  does  the  multiplication  of  the  offices  in  yonr  county  con- 
sist? 

Annpcr,  1  did  not  speak  of  our  county  offices.  I  was  not  confining  it  to  the  county. 
I  do  not  know  that  we  have  any  greater  number,  but  we  have  a  larger  number  of  mem- 
bers of  the  judiciary,  and  our  probate  courts  were  abolished  and  chancery  courts  took 
their  places.  What  the  number  is  now  in  the  State  I  do  not  remember,  but  before  each 
county  had  a  probate  judge,  paid  by  the  county,  averaging  from  $200  to  ^1,500,  proba* 
bly.  I  think  that  was  as  hign  as  any  ever  got,  according  to  my  recollection.  I  do  not 
remember  what  number  of  chancellors  there  is  now,  but  there  are  a  great  many  of 
them.  They  get,  I  think,  (3,500  or  (M,000.  I  caunot  speak  positively  about  it  unless 
1  refer  to  the  acts.    We  have  a  ^reat  many  more  circuit  judges  than  before. 

Question,  How  many  judicial  circuits  had  yon  before  the  war  f 

Answer,  I  do  not  remember. 

Question,  How  many  have  you  now? 

Answer,  I  could  not  tell  that  unless  I  turned  to  our  statutes. 

Question,  Do  yon  think  the  number  has  increased  f 

Anstcer.  O,  largely :  increased  in  salary,  too. 

Question,  Has  not  tne  business  of  the  courts  greatly  increased  f 

Answer,  I  think  greatly  diminished. 

Question,  Are  not  your  terms  of  court  occupied  to  the  last  day,  generally,  with  busi- 
ness? 

Answer,  1  know  some  courts  get  through  in  a  very  few  days. 

Question,  Passing  from  the  judiciary  to  the  officers  of  the  State,  is  there  any  multi- 
plication in  offices  there  ? 

Anstcer,  Yes,  sir.  There  are  these  school  commissioners;  I  do  not  remember  how 
many  unless  I  turn  to  the  statute. 

Question,  Ha<l  you  any  common-school  system  before  the  war? 

Answer,  No,  sir;  we  had  a  sixteenth-section  fund. 

Question,  Where  the  proceeds  of  the  sale  of  the  sixteenth  section  was  distributed 
among  the  inhabitants  ? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir  ;  it  went  to  the  education  of  the  children  of  the  residents. 

Question,  And  the  inhabitants  of  the  township  ? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir.    That  cost  nobody  anything.    That  was  a  gratuity. 

Quesiioft,  Did  your  constitution,  adopted  on  the  15th  of  May,  1868,  establish  a  com- 
mon-school fund,  and  provide  for  a  system  of  common-school  education  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  That,  of  course,  created'  the  necessity  for  the  appointment  of  officers  to 
administer  that  system  ? 

^M^irer.  Yes,  sir ;  a  great  many  officers.  Every  county  has  an  increase  of  officers.  I 
do  not  know  their  salaries. 

Question,  Each  countv  has  a  superintendent  ? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  and  its  supervisors  in  some  way.  There  are  some  four  or  five  con- 
nected with  it. 

Question,  In  the  board  of  supervisors  ? 

Anstter,  I  do  not  know  what  they  call  it.  I  notice  Judges  Ames,  and  Moore,  and 
Davis,  and  Inabinet,  and  Burch  belonging  to  that  board.  I  do  not  know  what  they  are 
called. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 
Question.  Board  of  directors? 
Anstcer,  I  do  not  know  what. 

By  Mr.  Blair: 
Question,  Are  they  paid  ? 
Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  they  are  paid,  I  am  informed. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  Has  there  been  an  increase  of  fees  ? 

Anstcer.  I  think  so  of  the  judiciarj^  and  I  think  of  the  legislature? 

Question.  I  speak  of  the  fees  of  county  officers — treasurer  and  assessor. 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  all  these  have  been  increased. 

Question,  And  clerks? 

Anstcer,  Not  clerks.  The  tax  collectors'  pay  has  been  increased,  and  the  Assessors' 
has  been  increased.  My  impression  is  that  before  the  tax  collector  received  three  per 
cent.,  and  now  he  gets  five,  I  think. 

Question.  Are  the  fees  of  the  sheriff  increased? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  as  tax  collector. 

Question,  But  the  fees  for  serving  a  process? 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  I  do  not  know  that  they  are  increased. 

Question,  Are  the  fees  of  justices  of  the  peace  increased? 

Answer,  1  do  not  know  that  they  are  increased. 
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Question.  Have  the  salaries  of  the  administrative  officers  and  Judges  been  increased f 

Anncer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Has  there  not  been  a  very  great  increase  in  the  price  of  living— of  food 
and  clothing  f 

AnsiPfir.  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Are  general  family  expenses  very  greatly  increased  f 

Answer,  Considerably  increased.  Oar  expenses  in  living  here  are  much  greater  than 
a  few  years  ago. 

Question,  What  per  cent,  larger  t 

Answer.  I  could  not  say  really. 

Question.  Doublet 

Answer.  1  should  think  it  was  a  third  more  anyhow,  to  be  within  bounds. 

Question.  Does  not  that  fact  itself  show  that  an  increase  of  salaries  was  necessary  T 

Answer.  I  think  myself  that  some  of  the  salaries  before  were  too  low  for  the  present 
time. 

Question.  What  was  the  salary  of  your  governor  before  the  war? 

Answer.  1  think  it  was  about  (4,000. 

Question.  What  is  it  now  T 

Anstver.  1  do  not  know  that.  I  think  it  was  $4,000  before  the  war,  but  I  do  not 
know  what  it  is  now.  I  have  not  paid  attention  to  it.  We  are  behind  in  getting  the 
laws  out. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question.  In  regard  to  raising  the  salaries  of  the  officers  that  they  may  live,  is  that 
very  appropriate,  when  the  means  of  living  to  the  people  have  been  diminished  so 
muchT 

Answer.  It  makes  it  harder  on  us ;  that  is  so. 

Question.  Is  that  not  a  consideration  which  should  influence  the  estimate  of  salaries 
-—the  Varge  diminution  of  the  wealth  of  the  people  who  have  to  pay  this  taxT 

Anstver.  It  is  true,  from  the  destruction  of  property  our  people  have  claimed  that  the 
tax  ought  to  be  lowered  instead  of  raised ;  still,  it  costs  an  officer  much  more  to  live 
than  before,  but  the  people,  feeling  the  burden  of  it,  sav,  '*  We  ought  to  have  salaries 
diminished  instead  of  raised,  and  the  number  of  officers  snould  be  curtailed  ratherthan 
increased.''    That  is  spoken  of  in  public. 

Question.  Have  the  character  and  qualifications  of  the  officers  been  raised  f 

Anstcer.  1  do  not  think  so,  sir.  I  do  not  think  we  have  any  better  officers  than  we 
had  before.    We  have  some  good  officers,  and  some  I  do  not  think  are  good. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  You  spoke  of  the  destruction  of  property  during  the  war.  Was  the  Federsl 
Army  through  this  county  T 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  there  never  was  but  a  very  small  number  of  Federal  troops  entered 
this  county. 

Question.  Did  they  commit  any  destruction  of  property  T 

Anstcer.  None  at  all,  I  think,  sir. 

Question.  Then  the  destruction  of  which  yon  speak  was  not  caused  by  the  Federal 
troops  during  the  war  f 

Answer.  It  was  not  caused  by  the  Federal  soldiers  actually,  but  our  own  army  had 
to  be  fed,  and  our  mules,  cattle,  and  horses  were  taken  to  support  our  own  army ;  and 
was  a  destruction  of  the  property. 

Question.  You  speak  now  of  the  confederate  army  T 

Anstcer.  Yes,  sir ;  that  is.  so  far  as  this  county  was  concerned.  There  were  no  Fede- 
ral troops  ever  entered  the  borders  of  our  county,  or  that  ever  attempted  it,  that  I 
know  of.  A  great  deal  of  property  was  taken  by  confederate  troops,  in  the  shape  of 
horses,  mules,  and  com. 

Question.  Did  they  strip  off  every  thing  ? 

Answer.  Yes ;  we  were  reduced  to  absolute  want,  almost,  and  had  not  stock  to  culti- 
vate the  land. 

Question.  Do  you  recollect  what  number  of  slaves  were  owned  in  this  county  before 
the  war? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  suppose,  myself,  there  were  about  fifteen  thousand.  That  would 
be  a  rough  guess  I  wonld  make. 

Question.  What  were  they  valued  at^er  capita  on  an  average  T 

Anstcer.  About  the  commencement  of  the  war  tht^y  were  averaged  at  something  like 
a  thousand  dollars  a  head,  and,  taking  them  by  the  families,  eight  hundred  and  a 
thousand  dollars,  I  would  say.    About  that  time  they  were  very  high. 

Question.  Was  the  total  valuation  of  the  slaves  in  this  county  greater  than  the  vsln- 
ation  of  the  real  estate? 

Anstcer.  I  do  not  know.  Do  you  mean  by  having  been  valued  by  the  assessors,  or 
my  own  estimate  f 
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The  Chairman.  I  mean  yonr  own  estimate. 

The  Witness.  Well,  sir,  I  Bhonld  think  the  slaves' were  worth  a  good  deal  more  than 
the  real  estate.    I  may  be  mistaken. 

Qu€9tion,  How  would  the  value  of  the  slaves,  according  to  yonr  estimate,  agree  with 
the  sum  total  of  the  personal  and  real  property  in  the  county! 

The  Witness.  You  mean  before  the  war? 

The  Chaikman.  Before  the  war. 

The  Witness.  Well,  sir,  I  looked  npon  it  that  the  wealth  of  the  country  consisted  in 
slaves. 

Qu€8iion,  You  would  think  that  their  value  would  more  than  amount  to  the  aggre- 
gate of  the  real  and  personal  property  in  the  county  T 

Answer,  1  think  probably  it  might,  without  going  into  a  minute  estimate  of  it. 

Quetition,  How  were  the  slaves  taxed  before  the  war—upon  what  principle  T 

Answer,  They  were  taxed  jier  capita.    We  did  not  value  our  slaves. 

Qu€sti<m.  What  was  the  tax  per  oapitat    Was  it  laid  for  State  and  county  purposes! 

Answer,  Yes,  sir;  for  State  and  county  both.  The  State  makes  its  assessment,  and 
then  the  county;  so  that  I  think  it  was  about  50  cents. 

Question.  Fift>*  cents  per  head  T 

Anstoer,  Yes,  sir.    It  may  be  as  high  as  seventy-five. 

Question.  For  State  purposes  f 

Anstver.  For  State  purposes. 

Question.  That  would  make,  for  that  fifteen  thousand  slaves,  how  much  f 

Answer.  Thev  did  not  tax  except  within  certain  ages.    That  is  my  impression. 

Question.  Take  the  year  1860.  What  did  the  per  capita  tax  for  slaves,  for  State  pur- 
poses, amount  to  f 

Anstver.  I  have  no  idea  on  that  subject. 

Question.  The  county  tax  then,  as  now,  could  not  exceed  the  State  tax  f 

Answer.  It  could  not ;  but  you  might  have  a  special  county  tax  which  m.*ght  exceed 
it;  and  they  generally  did  pay  a  hundred  and  fifty  on  it  whenever  there  was  any 
special  matter  to  be  done  before,  and  since  the  war  about  a  hundred  and  fifty  on  the 
State  tax. 

Question.  What  was  the  special  tax  npon  such  slaves  as  were  subject  to  taxation 
before  the  war  T 

Answer.  It  strikes  me  it  was  from  fifty  to  seventy-five  cents. 

Question.  Then  the  county  tax  is  to  be  added  to  that? 

Answer.  Tliey  always  pat  the  county  tax  as  large  as  the  State  tax ;  they  could  not 
go  beyond  that. 

Question.  And  then  added  the  special  tax  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  Our  taxes  are  quite  high  for  this  court-house,  which  we  did  not 
finish ;  that  was  in  1861 ;  and  for  the  bnildmg  of  the  jail  it  became  quite  high  one  year. 
It  was  this  tax  on  the  slaves  that  made  the  tax  on  the  land  so  light.  That  was 
the  idea,  to  put  the  tax  on  personal  property— on  everything  except  the  land.  The 
idea  was  to  induce  immigration  by  taxing  laud  ns  ligbtly  as  possible. 

Question.  How  were  hogs,  cattle,  horses,  &c.,  taxed  T 

Answer.  They  never  were  taxed  at  all. 

Question.  How  about  the  farm  products — com,  cotton,  &c.T 

Answer.  There  was  no  tax  on  them  at  all.    Nb  account  was  taken  of  them. 

Question.  The  taxation  was  limited  to  the  land  and  the  slaves  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  principally  to  them.  There  were  taxes  upon  merchandise  and  some 
other  things  of  that  kind. 

Question.  That  brings  me  to  inquire  whether  the  sum  total  raised  for  county  pur- 
poses in  Noxubee  County,  at  this  time,  excluding  the  school-tax,  is  any  higher  than  it 
was  before  the  war  T 

Ansfcer.  I  should  think  it  was.  I  never  heard  as  much  complaint  about  the  tax  as  I 
have  since  the  war. 

Question,  Do  you  know  how  much  was  raised  for  county  purposes  in  1860  ? 

Ansficer.  No,  sir ;  I  have  no  idea. 

Question.  It  is,  then,  merely  conjecture  upon  yonr  part  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  more  or  less,  aj^d  from  the  fact  that  my  own  taxes  have  been 
largely  increased  beyond  what  tliey  formerly  were,  and  what  1  have  heard  peo])le  saj . 

Question.  A  good  deal  of  the  money  raisecl  by  county  tax  and  special  tax  has  been 
applied  to  building  a  new  jail,  and  building  bridges  through  the  county  since  the  war  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  this  county  has  had  a  jail  built,  and  wo  have  built  a  poor-house 
and  bridges;  and  everything  at  the  close  of  the  war  in  a  more  or  less  dilapidated  con- 
dition. 

Question.  I  have  understood,  I  believe,  that  there  have  been  fourteen  or  fifteen  now 
bridges  built  in  this  county  T 

Ansicer,  I  think  about  double  as  many  as  ought  to  be.  I  know  they  have  let  bridges 
at  terrible  prices ;  a  great  many  that  people  complain  terribly  about. 

Question.  Were  your  bridges  in  a  dilapidated  condition  at  the  close  of  the  war  f 
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An9u?er,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  They  required  rebnilding  T 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  some  of  them. 

Question,  Yon  have  had  many  substantial  ones  bnilt,  and  one  near  this  place? 

Answer,  Yes ;  here  is  a  very  good  one,  and  there  are  several  others,  I  understand,  are 
very  good  ones. 

Question,  You  have  an  iron  bridge,  which  I  suppose  cost  |6,000,  or  more  f 

Ansu:er,  It  cost  at  least  |hat.  I  think  the  abutments  cost  about  sixteen  or  eighteen 
hundred  dollars  besides. 

Question,  It  is  a  very  substantial,  excellent  bridge,  is  it  notT 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  I  think  so.    I  went  down  to  see  it  once,  and  I  thought  so. 

Question,  You  have  built  a  jail  costing  several  thousand  dollars? 

Answer,  The  jail  was  let  at  $15,000,  and  by  some  defect  in  building,  or  from  some 
cause,  the  board  of  police  have  refused  to  pay  anything  for  it,  and  have  not  paid  a  dol- 
lar. I  have  pendiug  now  three  or  four  cases  of  mandamus  against  the  officers  of  oar  cir- 
cuit court  to  pay  tor  that  bridge.    They  have  paid  nothing. 

Question,  Did  yon  stand  in  need  of  a  new  jail? 

Answer,  Very  much,  sir. 

Question,  Your  court-house  was  built,  or,  at  least,  the  walls  were  put  up  before  the 
war? 

Answer,  Ye»,  sir. 

Question,  It  will  require  considerable  money  to  finish  it  ? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  and  they  have  spent  considerable  money  on  it  in  two  years  past 
There  was  nothing  at  the  close  of  the  war  but  the  walls  standing.  They  fixed  up  the 
clerVs  rooms. 

Question,  Have  not  these  improvements  and  repairs,  that  I  have  enumerated,  been 
iudicious  expenditures  ? 

Anstcer.  Well,  sir,  the  complaint  about  the  court-house  waa  of  the  estimate  made.  I 
have  heard  several  speaking  of  it ;  some  of  them  workmen.  They  say  that  the  jail  ought 
not  to  have  cost  more  than  six  or  eight  thousand  dollars ;  that  is,  a  man  would  have  got 
a  pretty  good  profit  at  that.  I  do  not  know  whether  that  is  so.  There  was  great  com- 
plaint alM>nt  its  being  bid  off  at  f  15,000,  and  that  it  was  an  outrage  for  a  j^  of  that 
magnitude. 

Question,  There  was  public  competition  ? . 

Answer,  I  think  so. 

Question.  It  was  let  to  the  lowest  bidder  ? 

Ansicer,  Yes,  sir ;  I  have  no  doubt  about  that. 

Question,  It  is  a  very  fine,  substantial  structure? 

Ansu)er,  Well,  sir,  the  grand  jury  has  reported  it  no  jail  at  all,  and  that  is  one  reason 
they  will  not  pay  for  it.  It  was  to  be  built  with  cement — hard.  There  have  been  one 
or  two  persons  have  picked  out  of  it;  got  out  under  the  windows ;  just  taken  out  the 
bricks. 

Question,  Is  it  a  complaint  that  it  is  not  built  according  to  contract  ? 

Anstcer,  That  is  the  complaint.  I  am  not  a  workman,  and  of  course  do  not  know. 
I  do  not  know  what  to  say  about  it,  because  I  am  the  attorney  for  the  contractore  in 
that  case. 

Question,  If  any  of  these  improvements  that  have  been  made  in  your  county  of  a 
public  character  are  not  judicious,  or  not  necessary,  I  would  be  glad  for  you  to  state 
them. 

Anstver,  I  could  not,  because  I  do  not  know.  I  have  just  heard  the  general  rumors. 
I  could  not  tell  about  them  unless  I  go  up  and  down  the  road,  and  my  course  is  hardly 
ever  out  of  sight  of  the  town.  I  did  not  see  or  know  any  of  them.  I  have  not  heard 
much  about  contractor  not  complying  with  contracts,  except  in  reference  to  the  jail. 

Question.  Leaving  out  of  view  entirely  the  tax  which  was  levied  on  the  slaves,  and 
leaving  out  of  view  the  school-tax,  does  a  given  tract  of  land  pay  any  higher  tax  now 
than  it  did  before  the  war  ? 

Anstcer,  A  great  deal  more.  I  have  no  doubt  about  that.  I  have  some  land  mjBelf, 
and  I  know  that  the  tax  upon  my  land  is  much  higher.  It  is  a  good  deal  owing  tohovr 
they  are  given  in.  In  giving  in  taxes  there  is  a  great  difference.  You  would  give  in 
your  property,  perhaps,  at  $10  an  acre,  and  your'  next-door  neighbor,  who  had  equal 
land,  might  give  in  his  at  $5  an  acre. 

Question.  Does  not  your  assessor  value  the  land  ? 

Answe7\  No ;  it  is  given  in  in  that  way,  under  oath,  and  then  he  reports  it  to  the 
supervisors,  and  the  supervisors  then  have  a  time  appointed  in  which  they  correct  all 
these  things,  and  raise  or  lower  it  as  they  think  right. 

Question.  They  act  as  an  equalizing  board  ? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  They  are  not  bound  by  the  valuation  of  the  owner? 

Anstcer,  No,  sir. 

Question.  Nor  the  valuation  of  the  assessor  ? 
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Att9vc€r.  No,  sir.  The  board  and  the  people  have  been  disposed  to  valae  land  toler- 
ably low.  I  do  not  know  what  would  be  the  value  of  the  land  in  this  county,  but  I  do 
not  think  I  have  seen  a  particle  of  laud  |;iven  in  at  over  |10  an  acre,  and  much  given  iu 
at  $1. 

Question.  What  is  the  average  value  of  land  by  the  assessment  in  this  county  now  ? 

Answer.  I  have  made  no  estimate  and  have  no  idea,  though  I  should  not  think  it 
would  be  over  $5  an  acre.    That  is  a  mere  guess,  however. 

Question.  Before  the  war  what  was  its  average  value  f 

Anstcer.  1  suppose  the  average  value  of  the  land  in  the  connty  before  the  war  would 
have  been  somewhere  between  eight  and  ten  dollars  an  acre. 

Question.  More  than  double  what  it  is  now  T 

Answer.  1  reckon  it  wa% 

Question.  In  point  of  fact,  it  was  worth  more  than  double.  Was  it  worth  three  times 
as  much  before  the  war  f 

Answer.  My  remark  was  about  those  lands  that  would  sell  then  for  forty  or  fifty  dol- 
lars and  would  not  bring  fifteen  now.  Land  that  would  sell  before  the  war  as  high  as 
forty  or  fifty  dollars,  if  sold  now  would  only  bring  from  fifleeu  to  twenty-five  dollars. 
Very  little  goes  as  high  as  $25.  I  do  not  know  of  sales,  unless  there  was  a  crop  ou  the 
land,  that  the  land  brought  $25. 

Qtiestion.  Then  there  is  a  depreciation  of  at  least  one-half  in  the  valuation  of  the 
laud  T 

Anstcer.  Yes,  sir. 

Qitestion.  To  what  cause  do  you  ascribe  the  depreciation  of  lands  f  Are  they  not  as 
fertile  as  ever,  and  are  not  the  houses  and  fences  the  same  f 

An8u?er.  It  is  more  on  account  of  our  system  of  labor.  We  have  a  system  here  now 
that  would  destroy  auy  country  in  the  world.  That  is  this  partnership  labor  sys* 
tern.  You  have  a  fiue  iilantation,  suppose,  and  its  timber  is  remarkably  scarce. 
These  prairie  places  i*equire  a  great  deal  of  ditching  and  require  fencing  a  good  deal, 
and  labor  outside  of  the  cultivating  of  the  crop  and  the  gathering  of  the  crop.  Under 
oar  system  of  labor  you  cannot  got  a  rail  put  on  a  fence  or  any  ditching  done,  because 
the  farmer  agrees  to  give  one-third  or  oue-half  of  the  crop,  and  just  as  the  lime  comes 
for  preparing  the  laud  for  the  next  year's  crop,  you  find  that  you  cannot  get  a  lick 
done,  because  the  tenants  say,  "  We  don't  care.  We  don't  expect  to  work  it  for  another 
crop,  and  it  is  not  for  us  to  keep  the  plantation  up.  Somebody  else  will  have  the  next 
crop."  That  lias  been  so  apparent  here  that  there  is  now  a  great  effort  to  reduce  to 
money  wages. 

Question.  The  fences  and  houses  were  kept  up  during  the  war  T 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  pretty  fairly. 

Question.  You  spoke  of  the  State  tax  of  1869  as  having  been  one-tenth  of  one  per 
cent.  T 

Anstcer.  That  was  m^  nnderstanding. 

Question.  What  was  it  in  1860,  or  in  the  year  before  the  war  f 

Answer.  My  impression  is  that  that  is  about  the  usual  amount,  but  I  cannot  defi- 
nitely answer  you  without  turning  to  our  acts.     Iu  time  I  could  get  it  precisely.* 

Question.  What  was  the  occasion  of  raising  the  State  tax  from  one-tenth  to  one-half 
of  one  per  cent,  in  1870  f 

Answer.  1  suppose  it  was  in  view  of  the  expenditures  of  the  State  government. 

Question.  Were  there  any  debts  of  the  State  government  to  pay  off  f 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  that  there  was. 

Question.  Yon  are  not  acquainted  with  the  financial  condition  of  the  State  f 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  suppose,  as  we  had  been  operating  under  the  confederacy,  that 
there  was  nothing  but  confederate  debts  to  close  out.  I  have  very  little  information, 
however,  about  the  financial  condition  of  the  State.  I  used  to  understand  something 
about  it,  being  a  member  of  the  legislature,  but  for  years  I  have  paid  no  attention  to 
anything  of  the  sort. 

'Question.  Are  your  school-houses  built  and  paid  for  out  of  the  school  fund  that  is 
raised  by  taxation  f 

Answer.  I  do  not  know,  sir.  All  the  information  I  have  on  that  subject  is  derived 
from  the  fact  that  I  went  in  to  where  these  gentlemen,  who  control  the  school  fund  of 
the  connty,  were  sitting  on  Saturday.  1  learned  that  they  were  discussing  the  propri- 
ety of  building  school-nouses  out  of  the  tax  fund.  That  seemed  to  be  the  bone  of  con- 
tention. Whether  they  have  already  built  any  I  do  not  know.  If  they  have,  I  do  not 
know  it ;  but  I  know  my  partner  was  called  in  to  advise  with  the  board  in  regard  to 
what  he  thought  of  the  propriety  of  building  school-houses  over  the  county  out  of  the 
public  funds,  or  whether  it  was  better  to  devote  the  whole  to  the  education  of  the 
children  and  require  the  inhabitants  to  build  their  own  school-houses.  I  understand 
that  the  commissioners — I  believe  that  is  what  they  call  them — were  divided  upon  thia 
subject. 

Question,  Have  there  been  any  school-houses  built  t 
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Annoer.  I  have  heard  of  none ;  that  is,  of  none  built  by  the  school  fund.  They  may 
have  built  them.    I  do  not  know. 

Queation,  How  are  the  children — white  and  colored— schooled,  if  you  have  no  school- 
houses  scattered  through  the  county  f 

Answer,  I  have  no  doubt  they  have  school-houses.  There  are  these  sixteenth-section 
school-houses.  There  were  school-houses  at  the  surrender  in  various  portions  of  the 
county,  and  I  have  no  doubt  that  they  have  built  school-houses.  The  idea  was  for  tbe 
black  people  to  build  theirown  school-houses  and  the  white  people  to  build  tbeir^t, 
and  let  each  have  them  separate;  let  them  be  built  by  the  i)rivate  means  of  the  neigh- 
borhood, and  then  take  the  school  fund  and  distribute  that  in  the  payment  of  teachers. 
That  appeared  to  be  the  idea. 

Que8tum,  Applying  the  school  fund  exclusively  to  the  ednofttion  of  the  children  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  that  was  the  idea  I  gathered  from  the  discussion. 

Question,  You  do  not  know  whether  the  law  authorizes  the  school  commissioners  to 
build  school-house.s  out  of  this  common-school  fund  or  not  ? 

Answer,  I  do  not ;  but  I  suppose  that  it  does.  From  the  manner  in  which  they  were 
discussing  the  question,  they  seemed  to  raise  no  question  on  that  subject,  and  they 
were  intelligent  men— at  least  some  of  them  were. 

Questum,  What  is  the  value  of  this  plantation  of  one  thonsand  or  eleven  hundred 
acres,  owned  by  your  Alabama  friend,  upon  which  yon  pay  the  taxes  f 

Answer,  We  gave  it  in  at  $10  an  acre ;  Just  what  the  whole  neighborhood  were  giving 
land  in  at.    It  is  a  good  plantation ;  an  excellent  one. 

Question,  Then  it  would  be  worth  ten  or  eleven  thousand  dollars. 

Answer,  Yes,  sir;  I  think  that  is  what  it  is  valued  at  exactly. 

Question,  Do  you  regard  $264  tax  upon  a  body  of  land  of  that  sort  as  extraordinary 
or  excessive  taxation  f 

Answer.  It  is  tolerably  high  to  what  it  used  to  be. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 
Question,  It  is  one-half  of  the  rent? 

Answer,  It  is  nearly  hal£  It  is  in  bad  condition,  and  it  was  with  difficulty  that  I 
could  rent  it  out. 

By  the  Chairman: 

Question,  This  is  good  cotton  land  f 

Answer,  I  should  think  so,  from  its  location. 

Question,  How  much  of  it  is  susceptible  of  cultivation  f 

Answer,  I  suppose  there  must  be  from  three  to  five  hundred  acres.  There  may  Im 
more  than  that.  It  is  out  in  that  prairie  country  where  they  have  a  great  deal  of  nil- 
tivated  land .  This  was  regarded  as  an  admirable  plantation  before  the  war,  but  they 
tell  me  it  has  gone  down  very  much.  There  are  no  fences,  no  ditching,  and  I  rented  it 
for  what  I  coiUd  get.    I  think  last  year  I  rented  it  for  $800. 

Question,  miat  do  your  cotton  lands  produce  per  acre  of  seed  cotton  f 

Answer,  It  varies  with  different  neighborhoods,  and  it  is  impossible  to  tell ;  hot  I 
should  think  that  five  hundred  to  six  hundred  pounds  of  cotton  would  be  an  average. 

Question.  Seed  cotton  f 

AnstPer,  Yes,  sir ;  not  more  than  six  hundred  pounds.  I  am  no  farmer,  and  I  am 
guessing  now  ;  but  I  know  some  farms  that  are  thought  admirable  if  they  raise  as 
much  as  a  thousand.    It  is  a  fine  yield. 

By  Mr.  Rice  : 
Question,  That  is  about  three  acres  to  the  bale  f 

Answer,  It  will  take  at  least  three  acres  to  the  bale.  A  right  good  crop-year  might 
make  more  than  that.    I  think  the  county  would  do  very  well  getting  one  in  three. 

By  the  Chairman  :    • 

Question,  A  bale  of  cotton  has  been  worth  for  the  last  two  years  how  much ;  a  hun- 
dred dollars  ^ 

Answer.  Not  so  much.  The  last  I  sold  was  eighty.  Still  there  was,  some  time  ago, 
that  it  sold  for  thirty-five  or  forty  cents. 

Question,  But  for  tbe  last  few  years  would  it  not  avera^  a  hundred  dollars  a  bale! 

Answer,  I  held  up  mine,  and  did  not  get  hardly  anything  for  it.  I  had  a  hundred 
bales  or  more  of  cotton.  The  cotton,  I  think,  this  year  brought  me  about  $80  to  the 
bale.  Last  year  it  did  not  bring  so  much  ;  but  if  I  had  sold  at  one  time,  when  I  ought 
to  have  sold,  it  would  have  brought  a  hundred  dollars. 

Question,  That  would  make  the  land  bring  about  $25  to  the  acre  when  cultivated  in 
cotton  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  it  will  do  that,  I  suppose ;  that  is,  on  a  good  farm  ;  but  it  must  be 
a  good  farm.  The  farm  I  speak  of  as  raising  this  cotton  is  perhaps  one  of  the  best 
farms  in  the  country.    I  control  it  as  an  executor. 
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Question*  Did  not  your  common-school  system,  extending  the  benefits  of  education 
to  the  colored  children,  meet  with  very  great  opposition  in  this  State  T 

Answer,  I  do  not  know  that  it  did.    There  was  some  opposition  to  H  at  the  time. 

QaesHon,  Is  there  no  prejudice  at  this  time  against  colored  schools  f 

Answer.  I  have  heard  of  none  in  this  section  of  country.    There  may  be. 

Question,  Have  you  heard  of  any  prejudice  against  teachers  of  colored  schools ;  have 
they  been  mobbed  or  driven  off,  and  the  schools  broken  up  f 

Answer,  A  common  school,  I  have  heard,  was  burned  n^at  Derricnt,  up  in  the  upper 
portion  of  the  country.  At  Mushulaville  a  school-house  was  burned  there.  Mixed  up 
with  this  Ku-Klnz  case.  I  have  heard  of  a  good  deal  of  talk  of  such  things  in  Wins- 
ton County. 

Question,  You  have  heard  that  there  was  opposition  in  Winston  County  to  colored 
schools  T 

Answer,  Yes^  sir ;  not  to  colored  schools  but  public  schools,  because  they  had  a  large 
white  population. 

Question,  Did  you  ever  hear  of  any  special  opposition  to  the  teachers  of  colored 
schools  T 

Answer,  I  cannot  say  that  I  did.  I  may  have  heard  some  remarks  made  about  them, 
but  I  cannot  say  who  or  what. 

Question,  Do  you  think  the  white  people  of  this  country  have  become  thoroughly 
reconciled  to  colored  suffrage  T 

Answer,  They  have  just  come  to  the  conclusion  to  submit  to  it  as  a  fixed  fact;  but 
they  would  oppose  it  if  they  could.    That  would  be  the  feeling  of  the  white  people. 

Question,  Tney  have  not  accepted  the  '^  new  departure  "  very  heartilv  t 

Answer,  Not  very  heartily.  I  do  not  think  that  the  *^  new  departure  ''takes  very  well 
here,  though  they  seem  to  acquiesce  in  this  as  a  fixed  fact,  ana  that  is  all  they  can  do. 

Question,  Did  you  ever  hear  of  the  case  of  Peter  Gregory,  killed,  or  have  you  men- 
tioned his  case  f 

Answer,  I  never  have  heard  of  him.  Do  you  know  in  what  part  of  the  county  he 
was  f  I  have  heard  of  some  persons  being  killed,  but  either  did  not  hear  the  names  or 
have  forgotten  them.  If  there  was  such  a  man  as  Peter  Gregory  in  the  county  I  do 
not  know  it.    What  time  do  you  put  it  f    I  know  there  wore  persons  killed  here. 

The  Chairman.  It  was  above  Mushulaville. 

The  Witness.  I  never  heard  of  it  by  that  name. 

Question,  He  was  killed  about  a  month  ago  f 

Answer,  I  recollect  of  hearing  of  it  since  I  ^ot  back.  I  have  not  been  back  from  the 
North  but  a  short  time.  I  did  not  hear  the  circumstances  connected  with  that  except 
that  a  colored  man  was  killed  up  near  Mushulaville  while  I  was  gone.  I  never  heard 
the  name. 

Question,  Did  you  ever  hear  of  the  case  of  Lydia  Anderson,  a  colored  woman  T 

Answer,  No,  sir. 

Question,  She  lived  on  Mr.  Richards's  place,  and  was  whipped.  ^ 

Answer,  I  merely  heard  the  fact  mentioned  within  the  last  twenty-four  hours,  by  a 

gentleman,  a  merchant  in  Mushulaville,  not  far  from  Mr.  Richards's  place ;  but  he  says 
e  never  heard  of  such  a  thing  before.    That  is  all  I  heard  of  it. 

Question,  You  have  heard  of  this  case  as  having  been  given  in  evidence  before  the 
committee  f 

Answer,  I  do  not  know  how  it  was.    I  heard  it  8X)oken  of  in  some  way. 

Mr.  Blaiu.  You  heard  me  speak  of  it,  probably.    I  spoke  of  it. 

The  Witness.  Very  likely.  It  may  be  that  that  was  the  way  I  got  it,  and  having  heard 
something  of  it.  Old  Anderson  was  a  very  particular  friend  of  mine,  a  very  feeble  old 
gentleman,  and  I  felt  some  interest  in  it  when  it  was  mentioned,  to  see  whether  he 
was  connected  with  it  in  any  way.  I  asked  Mr.  Huckaby,  and  he  said  he  had  not  heard 
anything  about  it. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question,  Did  you  ever  hear  of  the  case  of  Johnson  Keitt,  a  colored  man,  said  ti 
have  been  killed  ? 

Answer,  No,  sir.  I  know  nothing  about  that  case.  I  may  have  heard  of  the  maa^ 
but  I  do  not  know  him  by  that  name. 

Question,  Did  you  ever  hear  of  the  cases  of  Roben  Coleman  and  George  Gladney, 
said  to  have  been  whipped  f 

Answer,  No,  sir. 

Q%estion,  Did  you  ever  hear  of  the  case  of  Samuel  McMillan,  who  was  shot  at? 

Answer,  No,  sir.  These  cases  must  have  been  in  Winston.  I  would  have  heard  them 
if  they  had  occurred  in  my  county,  but  I  do  not  practice  in  that  county.  Here  I 
am  mixed  up  in  such  cases. 

Question,  Did  you  ever  hear  of  the  case  of  Allen  Bird,  who  was  killed  in  jail  in 
Louisville,  Winston  County  T 

Answer,  No,  sir.    Is  it  said  that  he  was  killed  in  the  jail  t 
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The  Chairman.  Yes,  sir ;  murdered  in  jail. 

The  Witness.  I  ought  to  have  heard  of  a  thing  of  that  kind,  but  if  I  have  heard  of 
it  I  have  forcotten. 

Question,  Have  you  heard  of  a  killing  of  a  colored  man  at  or  near  Webster,  not  long 
since  f 

Answer,  No,  sir.  I  heard  of  one  having  been  killed  there,  three  or  four  years  ago, 
but  rot  recently.    I  think  he  was  a  blacksmith,  probably. 

Question,  Have  you  heard  of  the  case  of  Samuel  May,  who  was  killed  near  Cooks 
ville,  in  this  county  T 

Answer,  Sam.  May  was  not  killed  at  Cooksville.  He  was  coming  on  to  town.  Sam. 
May  lived  in  the  direction  of  Brooksville. 

Question,  You  referred  to  that  case  in  your  examlnation-in-chief  f 

Answei\  Yes,  sir.  I  just  heard  of  it.  It  was,  as  I  heard  it,  nearer  here  than  Brooks- 
ville. He  lived  here.  He  had  been  out  to  his  wife's  house,  or  where  she  lived,  and 
was  coming  back  to  town.  They  had  somewhat  of  a  trial  about  it  down  here,  aod 
some  persons  were  arrested.    I  get  my  information  in  that  way. 

Question,  Have  you  heard  that  any  of  these  whippings  and  murders  were  committed 
by  men  in  disguise  T 

Answer,  I  do  not  think  I  have  heard  they  were  in  disguise. 

Question,  Have  you  heard  of  any  instance  in  this  county  of  men  prowling  through 
the  county  in  disguise,  at  night,  in  bodies  T 

Answer,  I  have  heard  people  talk  about  it ;  yes,  sir. 

Question,  What  have  you  heard  said  in  relation  Xo  it  T 

Answer.  1  cannot  tell  you  what  I  have  heard.  There  have  been  so  many  rumors  in 
regard  to  it.  Sometimes  they  are  mentioned  in  jest ;  sometimes,  I  suppose,  in  earnest, 
talking  about  the  peculiarities  of  their  dress,  their  horses,  their  having  white  clothes 
and  coverings  on,  and  things  of  the  sort. 

Question,  Did  you  ever  converse  with  any  person  who  had  seen  them  T 

Answer,  I  never  met  a  person  who  would  say  he  had  seen  any  of  them. 

Question.  Does  it  seem  to  be  generally  understood  that  bands  of  such  men  have  been 
seen  in  this  county  f 

Ansicer,  There  is  a  difPerence  of  opinion  about  that.  A  great  many  people  think 
there  are  no  organized  bands  of  what  are  called  Kn-Rluz,  or  anything  of  tho  sort,  and 
at  the  same  time  there  is  an  impression  that  there  have  been  some  depredations  com- 
mitted by  people  in  disguise,  sach  as  going  to  houses,  whipping  negroes,  or  somethuig 
of  the  sort.    That  seems  to  be  the  idea. 

Question,  Is  it  understood  that  a  great  many  of  the  outrages  yon  have  referred  to 
have  been  committed  by  people  who  have  availed  themselves  of  the  night  and  of  dift- 
guises  to  escape  detection  T 

Answer,  A  great  many  of  these  things  have  been  done  in  the  night,  but  as  to  the  dis- 
guise I  cannot  say.  I  recollect,  now,  a  case.  I  get  that  from  being  present  at  the 
examining  coui^,  and  hearing  some  ne^ro  woman  state  that  she  did  not  know  them,  bat 
thought  she  know  the  voice  of  one,  and  that  they  were  all  in  disguise ;  that  there  were 
several  of  them,  and  that  they  were  on  horses,  and  that  thei^  were  in  disguise.  I  have 
heard  again  of  some  going  by  certain  houses,  as  persons  said,  and  they  said  they  saw 
men  in  disguise.  There  have  been  such  a  variety  of  rumors  that  I  have  paid  but  veiy 
little  attention  to  it.    I  have  heard  of  it,  however. 

Question,  Down  to  how  late  a  period  have  the  rumors  of  these  outrages  run  f 

Answer,  1  do  not  think  I  have  heard  any  spoken  of  later  than  this  man  np  here, 
whom  I  mentioned.  Who  that  was  I  do  not  know.  I  never  heard.  I  do  not  remem- 
ber of  healing  of  any  disguised  persons  in  this  county  for  some  time. 

Question.  How  many  months? 

Answer,  Seems  to  me  several  months.  I  know  the  good  people  of  the  country  think 
there  are  things  of  that  kind,  and  we  have  all  tried  to  allay  any  feeling  of  the  sorb 
The  better  portion  of  the  community  have  done  so  if  there  has  been  anything  of  the 
sort.  I  have  approached  several  and  asked  if  there  was  any  such  thing  in  the  neigh- 
borhood where  they  live,  and  they  always  deny  it.  My  advice  always  has  been  this: 
we  are  the  men  to  suppress  these  things  ourselves. 

Question,  You  approached  tho  white  men  yourself  upon  this  subject  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Have  you  conversed  with  the  negroes  extensively  on  the  subject? 

Ansicer,  No,  sir ;  except  where  I  have  been  employed  by  them.  I  have  been  em- 
ployed by  the  negro  population  here  a  great  deal  in  righting  their  little  matters.  law 
satisfied  that  the  bett-er  portion  of  the  community  do  not  approve  of  anything  of  the 
sort.  I  have  not  heard  of  any  disguised  persons  in  this  county,  and  I  have  no  idea 
that  there  have  been  any  disguised  persons  for  some  time  in  our  county. 

Question,  Have  you  known  a  case  where  a  man  connected  with  these  disguised  men 
in  the  commission  of  any  outrage  has  been  detected  and  punished  ? 

Answer,  No,  «ir ;  no  person  has  ever  been  discovered  in  disgnise  in  our  connty  that  I 
know  of,  except  a  little  occurrence  that  took  place  over  here,  and  which  turnecl  oat  to 
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be  all  foolislinesA.  Two  ne^ro  boys  pnt  on  Bome  clothes  that  were  nnasual,  and  went 
to  a  negro  church  over  here,  and  ran  into  the  crowd  and  scared  the  women  out.  They 
had  them  bound  over  to  court,  but  it  was  only  a  matter  of  fun.  It  was  what  they  call 
their  Christmas  jack.    That  is  the  only  case  of  disguised  men  arrested,  that  I  know  of. 

Question.  What  effort  has  been  made  to  break  up  these  disguised  bands  f 

Annccr.  Wherever  such  a  thing  has  occurred  there  has  been  a  great  deal  of  activity 
by  the  officers  to  detect  them,  if  possible. 

Question,  Where  is  the  practical  difficulty  in  finding  the  perpetrators  and  bringing 
them  to  justice  T 

Answer,  It  seems  to  be  done  in  such  a  way  that  no  x)erson  knows  how  it  is  done.  My 
own  theory  has  been  this :  we  are  living  here  ujwn  the  border ;  there  are  depredations 
committed  hero  and  in  Alabama,  and  I  think  those  committed  here  are  mostly  com- 
mitted by  persons  who  are  not  natives  of  this  part  of  the  country. 

Question,  You  think  they  come  over  the  line  f 

Anstccr.  Yes,  sir ;  I  think  they  are  all  strangers. 

Question,  What  motive  woulcl  have  led  them  to  come  from  Alabama  to  correct  griev- 
ances in  Noxubee  County,  Mississippi  T 

Ansieer,  Well,  they  livt)  near  the  line.  I  cannot  see  well  what  motive  actuated  them 
to  do  these  things,  but,  if  they  are  lawless  men,  there  is  no  accounting  for  what  law- 
less men  will  do.  Whether  there  has  been  any  organization  hero  where  they  went 
from  one  place  to  another,  I  do  not  know.  It  may  be  they  go  from  here  to  other  coun- 
ties, and  that  others  come  to  this  county.  In  these  cases,  where  parties  have  been  ar- 
rested and  put  upon  their  trial,  and  witnesses  introduced,  I  know  in  one  or  two  cases 
they  have  spoken  of  disguised  persons,  but  the  witnesses  have  never  been  able  to  iden- 
tify the  persons— neither  the  colored  race  nor  the  white  people  concerned  could  tell  a 
single  individual. 

Question,  Uave  yon  not  often  heard  it  alleged  that  these  clans  or  bands  of  dis^ised 
men  interchanged  work  with  one  ai2other  to  avoid  detection  t  as,  for  illustration,  it 
there  is  a  grievance,  or  an  imaginary  grievance,  to  be  redressed  in  this  county,  some 
band  will  come  over  from  Alabama  to  attend  to  it  ? 

Anstror,  I  stated  that  that  was  rather  my  theory  of  the  thing.  I  have  heard  such  things 
mentioned;  but  I  cannot  see  why  it  is  tiiat  there  are  none  detected,  if  the  persons  are 
known  in  the  community,  where  they  could  pass  into  the  middle  of  the  county  and 
pass  ont,  and  the  colored  race  an''  the  white  race,  that  are  disposed  to  be  orderly,  can- 
not tell  them.  I  do  not  believe  the  men  are  known.  That  has  driven  mo  to  the  idea 
that  they  are  from  abroad. 

Question.  Is  that  tbe  generally  accepted  theory  T 

Ansicer.  I  cannot  say  that  it  is.  I  have  hoard  it  spoken  of;  for  instance,  when  a  diffi- 
culty would  occur  of  that  sort,  and  we  could  not  trace  it,  it  would  be  suggested  that 
that  was  the  cause  of  it.  I  was  at  Kemper  court  a  long  time  ago,  and  they  came  into 
town-  a  day  or  two  before  I  got  there — not  in  disguise — some  twenty  or  thirty  of  them. 
They  were  armed  and  went  to  the  drinking-shops,  and  went  out  and  were  traced  nearly 
to  the  Alabama  line.  # 

Question.  Were  they  strangers  to  the  county  f 

Answer,  They  were  supposed  to  be  so.  They  had  no  disguise  on,  and  nobody  knew 
them. 

Question,  I  would  be  glad  to  have  yowr  theory  of  what  the  purposes  of  such  an  or- 
ganization, if  one  exists,  is.  What  class  of  diseases  in  the  body-politic  do  they  under- 
take to  cure  ? 

Answer,  I  am  at  a  loss,  if  there  is  such  an  organization,  to  know  what  they  aim  to 
accomplish  by  it.  If  there  is  such  an  organization,  evidently  they  are  doing  us  more 
harm  than  good ;  tliere  is  no  question  about  that.  What  their  leading  object  can  be 
I  cannot  imagine.  It  has  been  a  theory  here,  or  was  at  first,  that  this  organization  was 
for  a  very  good  purpose ;  that  good  men  were  in  it ;  that  it  was  merely  to  keep  order 
throughout  the  community.  We  were  then  somewhat  under  a  military  rule,  but  there 
were  no  troops  for  protection.  That  all  went  down.  Some  suppose  there  were  still 
remnants  of  it  that  got  into  bad  hands,  bnt  I  never  could  account  for  it. 

Question.  You  think  there  is  no  connection  between  the  discontent  of  yonr  people 
with  what  is  called  excessive  taxation,  and  the  outrages  of  different  kinds  which  have 
been  committed  upon  the  negroes? 

Answer,  I  do  not  see  how  that  could  be,  unless  it  is  just  the  feeling  of  restlessness 
under  heavy  taxation ;  I  do  not  see  how  that  could  be  connected  with  it. 

Question,  W^hy  would  that  lead  these  lawless  men  to  inflict  acts  of  violence  upon  in- 
ofleifeive  negroes  f 

Answer,  It  has  nothing  in  the  world  to  do  with  it  unless  it  would  be  just  a  kind  oi 
restless,  unhappy  disjiosition.  *I  cannot  see  how  that  could  connect  itself  with  any 
enmity  to  the  negro. 

Question.  The  only  possible  connection  would  be  the  increase  of  taxation  in  conse- 
qnenco  of  the  maintenance  of  colored  schools  ? 

Answer.  1  do  not  think  that  any  of  theso  depredations  are  committed  on  account  of 
the  taxation. 
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Quesiion,  Is  it  not  supposed  that  these  pnnishmeDts  have  been  inflicted  by  these  law- 
less men  upon  the  blacks  because  of  the  fact  that  they  have  been  elevated  to  p^itical 
and  civil  equality  with  the  whites  ? 

Answer,  1  cannot  say,  sir,  that  it  is.  I  do  not  know.  I  cannot  tell ;  I  do  not  know 
what  is  in  the  breasts  of  these  lawless  men.  I  can  speak  very  well  of  what  is  the  feel- 
ing toward  the  black  men  of  what  I  call  the  good  people  of  the  country,  who  are  in 
a  very  large  majority,  but  as  to  the  actuating  motives  of  that  class  of  men  who  com- 
mit depredations  upon  the  black  people  I  cannot  conceive  what  they  are. 

Question,  The  two  races  get  along  very  liarmouionsly  T 

Anstver.  Very  harmoniously,  as  a  general  thing. 

Question,  They  consider  themselves  mutually  dependent  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir.  The  very  xncu  who  formerly  owned  the  slaves  are  the  people  in 
whom  the  colored  people  have  the  most  confidence. 

Question.  Generally  speaking,  have  not  the  colored  people  behaved  very  well  f 

Anstcer.  They  have  generally,  I  think,  behaved  very  civilly  and  well.  There  is  some 
complaint  about  their  not  laboring — about  a  disposition  not  to  work. 

Question.  But  in  i)oint  of  fact,  has  not  the  product  of  your  cotton>fields  in  Noxubee 
County  been  as  great  since  the  w^ar  as  before  the  war — or,  at  least,  for  the  last  two  or 
three  years? 

Answer.  I  think  not ;  I  suppose  not  half.    A  great  deal  of  land  is  idle  in  our  county. 

Question.  I  make  the  inquiry  because  I  heard  the  statement  of  an  intelligent  gentle- 
man that  the  yield  of  cotton  for  this  county  was  as  great  for  the  last  year  as  any  former 
year. 

Anstcer.  I  cannot  say.    I  judge  by  the  amount  of  land  lying  out. 

Question,  Some  of  the  negroes  are  acquiring  property  T 

Answer.  Some  are  doing  well ;  some  are  very  good  citizens. 

Question.  8ome  are  becoming  freeholders  f 

Answer.  Some  are  becoming  freeholders,  and  behaving  admirably  well,  and  acquir- 
ing property  fast. 

Question,  Is  there  any  prejudice  on  the  part  of  the  white  x>eople  against  the  negroes 
acquiring  a  foothold,  or  acquiring  in  their  own  right  lands  in  the  county  f 

Answer,  A  few  years  ago  that  was  the  case ;  but  I  believe  it  is  just  the  reverse  now. 
I  believe  every  good  citizen  here  is  glad  when  he  sees  the  color^  men  accumulating 
and  getting  along,  because  they  become  much  better  citizens. 

Question,  At  the  same  time  is  it  not  lessening  the  body  of  laborers  upon  whom  the 
planters  rely  to  cultivate  their  land? 

Answer.  Well,  there  is  plenty  of  labor  here — as  much  as  we  can  control.  Farmers 
have  curtailed  their  farms,  and  are  renting  them  out.  You  would  bo  astonished  at  the 
number  of  farms  now  rented  to  colored  men. 

Question,  If  there  was  such  a  plenty  of  laborers  here,  why  is  it  that  so  many  cotton- 
fields  are  idle  f 

Anstcer.  Because  they  do  not  work.  The  female  class  used  to  work  in  former  times. 
They  do  not  work  in  the  field  now,  where  they  can  get  a  house.  Any  person  traveling 
through  the  country  will  see  a  great  deal  of  good  land  lying  out. 

Question.  Was  there  any  depredation  upon  stock  before  the  wart 

Anstcer.  Very  little,  sir.  It  was  rarely  that  you  ever  heard  of  any  depredation  npon 
stock.  Sometimes  there  might  be  some  stock  killed ;  but  that  thing  is  being  stopped. 
I  judge  from  what  appears  in  our  courts  the  depredation  upon  stock  is  being  lessened. 
The  law  is  being  rigidly  enforced,  and  a  great  efibrt  is  being  made  by  the  courts  and 
juries  to  make  examples,  and  I  think  it  has  lessened  very  much  within  twelve  months. 

Question,  You  never  ha4o  been  liable  to  mnch  mule-stealing  and  horse-stealing f 

Anstcer,  There  has  been  a  great  deal  of  that. 

Question.  I  suppose  these  depredations  were  committed  chiefly  upon  hogs,  sheep,  and 
jjoultry  f 

Answer.  Of  course  that  is  the  greater  iiortion  of  it,  so  far  as  they  are  committed 
by  colored  men.  There  have  been  a  great  many  mules  and  horses  stolen ;  but  it  was 
not  done  by  the  colored  people  to  a  great  extent ;  and  I  think  it  is  being  lessened 
very  fast. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question.  Have  you  your  pardon  from  President  Johnson  T 

The  Witness.  I  would  like  to  know  the  object  of  that  question.    Yes, sir;  I  hare. 

Question.  Have  you  any  other  papers  from  President  Johnson  T 

Answer.  You  want.  General  Blair,  to  8«»e  this  paper  that  I  have,  and  I  suppose  I  wiD 
have  to  show  it  to  you  and  the  other  geutlenieu,  as  you  ask  for  it.    [The  witness  pro- 
duced a  paper,  of  which  the  following  is  a  copy:] 
"Mr.  Hamilton  (Hampton)  L,  Jarnagan, 

"To  Andrew  Johnson,  Db. 

"1829. 

"May.    For  making  coat |3  50 

"  Beceivcd  the  above  account  in  full  29th  December,  1829. 

"A.  JOHNSON," 
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By  the  Chaikman  : 
Question,  I  call  yoar  attention  to  an  article  published  in  the  Macon  Beacon  on  the 
14th  of  May,  1870,  entitled,  '*  Ku-Klax/'  in  onler  to  inquire  whether  the  statements 
of  the  editor  are  verified  by  your  observations,  and  whether  your  theory  accords  with 
his.  I  will  premise  by  inquiring  whether  this  was  a  democratic  paper  at  the  time  it 
was  published  f 

Answer.  Yes, sir;  that  was  regarded  as  a  democratic  paper. 

Question.  I  infer  from  your  evidence  that  you  affiliate  with  the  democratic  party? 

Answer,  Well,  I  was  au  old-line  whig  myself.  My  record  is  that  of  the  worst  old- 
line  whig  in  the  world— so  much  so  that  I  do  not  stand  the  idea  of  being  called  a 
democrat. 

Question,  Do  you  vote  the  conservative  ticket  f 

Answer,  1  do  not  vote  any  ticket.  They  do  not  allow  me  to  vote  since  the  war.  My 
pedigree,  back  to  my  old  uncle  in  your  State,  Senator,  was  whig.  My  brother  was 
benator  of  the  United  States  from  Tennessee,  and  he  was  a  whig. 

Question,  Are  your  sympathies  with  the  democratic  party  f 

Answer,  I  should,  if  I  had  had  a  vote,  have  voted  at  the  last  election  for  Seymour 
and  a  gentleman  over  the  way  somewhere  called  Blair;  but  they  put  me  down  there 
as  belonging  really  to  that  party.  lam  an  old-line  whig,  and  Ihave  my  peculiar 
notions  about  it  vet ;  but  I  never  was  a  secessionist. 

Question,  I  will  read  the  article,  which  is  as  follows : 

•*  Kc-Klux. — It  is  generally  believed  in  the  North  that  a  wide-spread  organization 
exists  in  our  midst,  whose  object  is,  by  acts  of  lawless  violence,  to  thwart  the  restora- 
tion of  law  and  order,  and  make  victims  of  all  who  are  inimical  to  their  proceedings. 
The  frequency  of  these  secret  mobs,  lor  such  they  are,  has  given  color  to  that  supposi- 
tion, and  legislation  bus  been  busy  to  counteract  the  evil  tendencies  of  such  associa- 
tions. The  existence  of  a  Ku-Klux  society,  as  understood  there,  we  believe,  is  a  myth, 
and  this  outbreak  of  disconnected  bands,  in  all  part«  of  the  country,  can  bo  traced  to 
no  fountain-head,  but  seems  to  bo  the  ofl'spriug  of  local  causes — wherever  a  few  turbu- 
lent spirits  imagine  they  must  take  the  law  into  their  hands  and  inflict  vengeance  on 
all  who  cross  their  path.  This  spirit  is  much  to  be  deprecated,  and  ought  to  be  sup- 
pressed, but  we  fear  legislation  will  but  aggravate  tlie  evil.  It  rests  with  the  law- 
abiding  citizens  to  frown  down  the  violent  Klans,  who  veil  with  secrecy  the  most  re- 
volting crimes,  and  stain  a  whole  people  with  the  guilt  and  darkness  of  their  transac- 
tions. What  they  call  executing  the  law  is  simplv  assassination,  and  often  aggravated, 
too,  by  orgies  from  which  an  inquisition  would  shrink  with  horror.  The  good  they  do 
is  simply  nothing,  the  harm  is  incalculable.  For  men  to  make  a  common  property  of 
their  prejudices  and  strike  its  objects  in  the  dark  is  monstrons.  When  law  and  order 
is  endeavoring  to  crystallize  itself  into  shape,  to  obstruct  it  because  it  acts  slowly,  is 
unwoithy  of  good  citizens.  These  midnight  banditti  are  doing  more  to  thwart  tho 
peace  and  prosperitj'  of  our  country  than  a  wise  legislation  of  years  could  counteract. 
Our  people  should  persistently  endeavor  to  remove  these  foul  ulcers  that  now  and  then 
break  out  where  bad  blood  exists,  and  apply  remedies  that  will  finally  restore  these 
diseased  spots  to  healthy  action.  It  can  be  done  calmly,  soothingly,  but  it  must  be 
done  firmly.  It  should  be  made  disreputable  to  aid  or  countenance  such  outrages,  and 
the  very  perpetrators  will  then  pause  and  look  back  with  horror  on  the  deeds  of  dark- 
ness which  they  have  blindly  committed.'^ — Macon  Beacon,  May  14,  1870. 

Answer.  I  do  not  see  any  objection  to  that. 

Question.  The  first  part  of  my  inquiry  relates  to  the  statement  of  fact  in  this  article ; 
whether  you  believe  this  statement  to  have  been  true  at  the  time  it  was  i)ublished  as 
to  the  frequency  of  these  outrages  t  * 

Answer.  That,  I  suppose,  speaks  of  the  fact  throughout  the  South,  and  does  not  speak 
of  the  locality  here  or  county.  I  suppose  the  editor  was  speaking  of  the  various  South- 
ern States — South  Carolina,  Mississippi,  Alabama,  &c. 

Question,  He  speaks  of  acts  of  lawless  violence,  resistance  to  law.  violations  of  order, 
antl  the  taking  of  vengeance  on  all  inimical  to  their  proceedings. 

Jfl«iccr.  I  think  there  were  acts  of  violence  at  that  time,  but  whether  there  was  any 
organization  at  that  time  I  do  not  know.  I  have  heard  that  there  was.  Speaking  of 
the  South,  there  were  many  acts  of  violence  of  which  we  have  heard  that  have  been 
committed  in  several  of  the  States.  I  think  it  is  a  good  article,  and  condemns  it  as 
it  ought  to  be  condemned.  I  think  these  things  took  place  in  many  places.  I  think 
there  were  acts  of  violence  committed  within  two  or  three  years  in  this  county,  which 
were  done  by  lawless  mobs. 

Question.  You  think  these  recitals  were  true  of  Noxubee  County  ? 

Anstcer.  I  do  not  know  to  what  extent.  All  I  can  say  would  be  that  there  have  been 
acts  of  violence.    When  was  that  dated  ? 

The  Chairman.  Fourteenth  of  May,  1870. 

Answer.  I  think  about  that  time  and  before  that  there  had  been  divers  acts  of  vio- 
lence in  this  county ;  whether  by  an  orgauization  or  not,  they  were  committed  by  thai 
class  of  people. 
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Quation.  Was  there  ever  a  meeting  called  in  Noxnbee  County  to  take  into  consldeT- 
Btion  the  existence  of  these  outrages,  and  the  mode  in  which  they  should  be  dealt 
with  f  Was  there  ever  a  set  of  resolutions  adopted  at  any  public  gathering  denounc- 
ing these  outrages  and  their  perpetrators,  and  pledging  the  good  people  oi  the  conn- 
try  to  put  a  stop  to  them  and  bring  the  x>erpetrator8  to  justice  orauythingof  the  kindf 

Answer.  None  that  I  know  of.    1  know  of  no  public  meeting  called  for  that  purpose. 

Question,  Can  you  account  for  the  apathy  of  the  good  people  of  the  county  upon  this 
subject  T 

Answer.  Well,  there  is  no  doubt  about  the  sentiment  of  the  good  i>eople  of  the  county. 
They  disapprove  and  condemn  these  things  very  bitterly  in  private  conversation,  aud 
are  willing  to  aid  the  officers. 

Question.  Would  not  a  public  expression  at  a  formal  meeting  called  for  the  express 
purpose  of  considering  these  troubles  in  the  body-politic  have  exercised  a  command- 
ing  influence,  in  your  estimation,  upon  the  lawless  men  who  were  guilty  of  these  deeds 
of  violence  f 

Answer.  1  think  they  would  have  had  a  good  effect  toward  quieting  things  down.  I 
think  it  would  have  had  a  good  effect  upon  the  lawless  class.  Whether  there  was  ever 
any  meeting  called  in  the  county  for  that  purpose  I  do  not  know.  I  think,  however, 
it  would  have  resulted  in  good.    It  could  not  have  resulted  iu  any  harm. 

Question.  I  think  you  have  alreadj*^  stated  that  yon  have  not  heard  of  any  punish- 
ment inflicted  njion  any  of  these  men  concerned  in  these  midnight  outrages  f 

Amcser.  I  do  not  know,  sir,  of  any. 

Question.  What  is  your  solution  of  this  trouble  T  What  is  your  theory  of  the  way  in 
which  the  community  ought  to  get  rid  of  these  lawless  men  ! 

Answer.  My  theory  is  this  about  the  whole  thing :  that  there  are  lawless  men  in  ev- 
ery community,  and*  I  think  there  are  in  Noxubee  County  to  no  great  extent.  I  do  not 
think  there  are  many  of  that  character  iu  this  county,  for  I  cannot  think  so.  I  think 
these  acts  are  committed  just  out  of  pure  devilment,  if  such  things  are  committed.  I 
think  these  outrages  are  committed  by  persons  sometimes  in  combinations  and  some- 
times perhaps  not.  If  there  is  any  orgauiziitiou  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  out  any 
particular  view  by  committing  these  a.<*saults  and  murders,  I  do  not  know  it.  I  do 
not  think  there  is  any  regular  organization.  They  seem  to  happen  at  different  points 
in  the  county,  above,  below,  east  and  west,  and  I  have  never  been  able  to  trace  up 
any  of  them.  I  cannot  form  any  theory  upon  the  subject  that  I  can  rely  on  to  satisfy 
myself,  unless  it  is  just  a  disposition  in  men  to  do  wrong.  There  are  a  good  many 
young  men,  you  know,  in  this  country,  who  were  raised  in  wealth  and  affluence,  who 
have  been  thrown  out  of  employ  ment,  and,  as  I  suppose,  have  become  reckless.  They 
are  thrown  out  of  employment  and  out  of  the  circle  in  which  they  formerly  moved, 
and  have  become  reckless. 

Question.  What  is  the  character  of  the  sons  of  the  old  owners  of  the  soil — those  who 
were  slaveholders  f  What  pursuits,  as  a  general  thing,  are  they  embarking  in  ?  Are 
they  cultivating  the  soil  themselves  T 

Answer.  I  think  a  good  many  of  them  are.  I  think  that  those  who  had  lands  are 
now  cultivating  their  lauds  or  the  lands  of  their  fathers.  The  young  men  seem  to  be 
generally  engaged  iu  some  business.  I  know  a  great  many  of  my  old  acquaintances, 
young  men,  who  are  now  carr>'ing  on  plantations  and  working  the  soil. 

Question.  That  is  their  general  course,  so  far  as  your  observation  extends? 

Anstcer.  Yes,  sir ;  so  far  as  my  observation  goes  in  the  town,  they  are  in  mercantile 
establishments  aud  in  various  occupations ;  but  I  know  of  many  of'them  who  are  now 
on  their  plantations,  where  they  have  had  land,  and  are  cultivating  them. 

Question.  Is  manual  lab|>r  hero  any  more  reputable  than  it  was  before  the  war? 

Answer.  I  cannot  say,  sir.  whether  it  is  or  not.  Outside  of  this  place,  in  this  county, 
the  white  people  Iat>or  but  little.  The  poorer  class  prevail  in  Winston  and  these  other 
counties  Labor  there  was  reputable;  but  here  the  young  men,  the  farmers,  worked 
very  little  indeed.  They  are  now  forced  to  do  it ;  necessity  compels  them  to  take  that 
course.  I  think  labor  is  reputable  here.  I  think  that  wherever  a  young  man  has  gone 
to  work  he  raises  himself  in  the  public  estimation.  Every  good  citizen  thinks  moreof 
a  man  who  rolls  up  his  sleeves  aud  goes  right  along  at  work.  That  is  the  feeling  we 
all  have. 


Macox,  Mississippi,  Kovewiber7, 187L 
DAVID  TRIPLETT  (colored)  sworn  and  examined. 

By  the  Chaiaman  : 
Question.  Where  do  .vou  live  T 

Answer.  Up  here  iu  Winston.    I  live  in  Noxnbee  now.    I  used  to  live  in  Winston 
last  year 

Question.  Did  yon  know  Solomon  TriplettT 
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Jnswer,  Tes,  sir;  I  have  lived  with  him  ever  since  I  have  been  in  this  country. 

QKcaiion.  Was  he  a  relation  of  yours  t 

Anstcer,  Yes,  sir ;  a  fellow-servant  of  mine.    I  lived  with  him  all  in  slave  time. 

Question,  Where  did  he  live  T 

Answer,  He  lived  in  Winston  County.    Him  and  me  used  to  belong  to  the  same  man. 

Question.  What  do  yon  know  of  his  beine  killed? 

Answer,  I  was  there  in  his  house  the  night  he  was  shot. 

Question,  You  may  proceed  and  tell  the  committee  what  yon  know  about  the  manner 
in  which  ho  was  shot  and  by  whom  he  was  shot. 

Answer,  I  was  there  the  night  he  was  shot.  I  recollect  the  night ;  it  was  a  Thursday 
night.  There  was  two  men  come  up  to  the  door,  and  the  first  said,  '^  Come  out  of  here, 
God  damn  you."  Then  thoy  said,  "No,  God  damn  you,  don't  you  come  out  hero  or  ril 
kill  yon."  He  said,  "  Who  are  you  1 "  They  never  said  nothing ;  but  he  was  standing 
by  the  door  and  had  his  left  hand  on  it  and  his  gun  was  over  the  door,  and  he  raised 
up  and  got  it  and  set  it  on  the  floor.  They  peaked  through  the  crack  and  told  him, 
Gk>d  damn  him,  if  he  didn't  put  down  that  gun  he  would  shoot  him ;  but  he  still  held 
on.  They  fired  several  times  at  the  door,  and  then  they  went  around  to  the  back-side 
of  the  house  and  got  on  some  perches,  and  ho  was  standing  with  his  back  toward  them 
where  there  was  a  crack,  and  they  shot  him  through  the  crack,  and  he  fell. 

Question,  Did  he  die  of  the  wounds  T 

Anstcer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  When  did  this  happen  ? 

^M«irer.  It  was  last  year,  just  a  while  before  Christmas.  I  don't  think  it  was  more 
than  a  week  before  Christmas. 

Question,  Last  Christmas? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  last  Christmas,  a  year  ago. 

QuesiioH,  Do  you  mean  last  December  ? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Did  you  see  the  men  ? 

Answer,  They  came  up ;  I  never  saw  them;  they  came  up  to  the  door.  Nobody  went 
out  of  the  door  or  they  could  have  seen  them ;  but  nobody  wont  out. 

Question,  Did  you  see  any  horses'  tracks  the  next  morning  ? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  they  went  down  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile  from  the  house,  or  hardly 
so  far,  and  there  was  a  place  there  in  a  sand-bar  which  looked  like  there  was  about 
forty  horses  hitche<l  there. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 
Question,  Where  were  the  horses  hitched  ? 

Ansioer,  At  the  sand-bar  just  below  old  man  Parks's,  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile.  He 
was  living  with  old  man  Parks. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  Do  you  know  whether  the  men  had  disguises  on  or  not ;  whether  they  had 
anything  over  their  faces  or  any  covering  over  their  bodies  ? 

Anstcer,  We  went  to  the  door,  and  there  was  two  men  coming  across  the  old  field,  and 
it  was  about  ten  minut«s ;  we  went  out  in  the  yard  and  saw  them  coming,  and  all  went 
in  the  house  again  and  shut  the  door  and  didn't  see  them,  any  more  than  them  two. 

Question,  Do  you  know  whether  any  of  them  had  any  masks  or  anything  over  ^heir 
faces? 

Anstcer,  They  were  in  white,  at  a  distance  off— about  a  hundred  yards— coming. 

Question,  Do  you  mean  they  were  dressed  in  white  ?  ; 

Answer,  Yes,  sir,  in  white ;  you  could  not  see  nothing  but  white. 

Question,  This  was  in  Winston  County  ? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  In  what  part  of  Winston  County  ? 

Answer,  In  Winston  County,  just  above  the  factory. 

Question,  What  factory  ? 

Answer,  Parks's  factory,  about  five  miles  the  other  side. 

Question,  What  kind  of  a  factory,  woolen  ? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir;  spinning  and  carding.    They  spun. 

Question,  Do  yon  know  where  the  men  came  from  ? 

Anstcer,  No, sir;  I  don't  know  where  they  came  from. 

Question,  Did  you  ever  trace  the  horse's  tracks  back  to  find  out  where  they  came 
from? 

Answer,  No,  sir. 

Question,  What  did  they  against  Sol.  Triplett? 

Anstcer,  Nothing  that  i  heard  of. 

Question,  What  did  they  say  when  they  shot  at  him  ? 

Answer,  They  never  said  when  they  shot  at  him  what  they  had  against  him. 

QwtstUm,  Did  he  have  a  wife  ? 
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Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Qucation.  Was  she  there  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  she  was  in  the  house  the  same  night. 

Question.  Where  is  she  now  t 

Answer,  She  is  living  ap  hero  ahont  seven  miles  from  here,  at  Mr.  Jeff.  Cage's. 

Question.  Did  she  leave  soon  after  he  was  killed? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  she  came  away  Christmas,  and  came  down  to  Mr.  Cage's. 

Question.  Has  anyhody  ever  been  taken  up  for  this  T 

Answer.  Not  as  I  knows  of. 

Question.  Had  he  a  quarrel  with  anybody  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  he  bad  not  had  a  quarrel  or  fuss  with  nobody ;  eveiybody  always 
tpoke  well  of  him.    After  he  was  dead  they  said  nobody  hod  nothing  against  aim. 

Question.  Hod  ho  ever  taught  a  colored  school  t 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Had  he  ever  preached  f 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  he  didn't  know  nothing  about  any  one. 

Question,  He  was  Just  a  work-hand  on  the  plantation,  was  he  T 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Did  the  white  people  make  any  effoi*t  to  find  out  who  had  killed  him  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  I  believe  Mr.  Metz,  the  sheriff  of  Louisville,  was  inquiring  arouod, 
but  he  couldn't  find  out  nothing. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 
Question.  Did  you  ever  hear  Solomon's  wife  say  that  she  knew  any  of  the  parties 
who  did  this  t 
Anstver.  I  heard  her  say  that  Jock  Triplett's  sun  killed  him— John  Triplett 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Question.  What  time  in  the  night  was  this  T 
Answer.  It  was  early  in  the  night ;  it  was  not  10  o'clock. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question.  Jack  Triplett's  son  T 

AnsuHT.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  What  fori 

Answer.  As  well  as  I  could  understand,  it  was  because  he  came  away  from  tberpand 
came  up  to  old  man  Parks's  to  live. 

Question.  Did  she  see  any  of  the  men  that  night  T 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  she  never  saw  any  more  than  those  two  coming  up  across  the  old 
field  that  night. 

Question.  Did  she  recognize  either  of  them  f 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  How  did  she  know  then  that  it  was  Jack  Triplett's  son  f 

Answer.  Well,  Solomon  had  been  working  down  there  and  had  got  some  meat  from 
bim,  and  it  was  not  the  quantity  of  meat  that  he  was  to  get.  He  weighed  it  over,  and 
It  was  not  the  quantity  of  meat.  His  wife  carried  it  back,  and  she  says  that  ho  tsaid 
he'd  pay  him  for  it ;  that  he  was  getting  too  big  anyhow. 

Question.  Were  you  in  the  house  when  ho  was  killed  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  How  many  men  were  there  firing  ? 

Answer.  I  think  it  appoAred,  the  way  the  noise  went,  like  there  might  have  been  six 
oi:  seven  fired  at  one  timd. 

Question.  Did  you  see  any  of  the  men's  faces  T 

Answer..  No,  sir,  I  never  saw  any  of  their  faces. 

Question.  Did  you  look  out  at  them  f 

An^hoer,  No,  sir.. 

Question.  When  did  Solomon'6  wife  tell  you  she  thought  it  was  Jack  Triplett's  aoo  f 

Answer.  Directly  after  they  shot  him. 

Question.  She  ^ave  you  as  a  reason  what  you  have  already  said  f 

iiR^trei*.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  That  was  her  only  reason  for  thinking  so  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  You  say  that  Mr.  Metz  made  a  search  for  them  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Has  anybody  been  arrested  for  this  murder  f 

Ansicer.  No,  sir ;  not  as  I  knows  of. 

Question.  Have  j  ou  ever  been  called  anywhere  as  a  witness  in  this  case  f 

Answer.  No,  sir  ;  not  before. 

Question.  Has  Solomon's  wife  been  called  before  ? 

Anstver.  Yes,  sir ;  I  think  she  has  been  here  one  time  before. 
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Qnmfion.  Hare  yon  seen  her  since  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  I  have  seen  her  since.  She  didn't  live  very  far  from  whore  I  live 
at  now. 

Qurntion,  Did  she  tell  yon  what  she  had  said  when  she  was  called  f 

Jiwirtr,  No,  sir. 

Question.  Did  yon  ask  her  t 

Ansiter,  No^  sir,  I  never  asked  her. 

Question,  Did  she  tell  yon  she  had  been  up  as  a  witness  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  But  did  not  say  anything  that  she  had  testified  T 

Ansfeer,  No,  sir. 

Queilioi^  Did  yon  ask  herf 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  I  didn't  nsk  her. 

Question,  What  did  she  say  in  reference  to  the  qiiurrel  between  Jack  Tiiplett^s  son 
and  Solomon  about  the  meat  ? 

Anstcer,  Never  said  anything;;  more  than  he  sent  him  the  meat  and  he  weighed  it, 
and  it  was  not  the  quantity  of  meat  ho  weighed  it  for,  and  be  sent  it  back  ;  his  wife* 
carried  it  back,  and  told  him  that  the  old  man  said  it  was  not  the  quantity  of  meat, 
and  he  said,  never  mind,  he'd  pay  him  for  it ;  that  he  had  been  gettiug  too  big  any- 
bow. 

Question,  Was  that  all  that  was  said  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  And  on  account  of  this  she  thought  that  Jack  Triplett's  son  had  killed  her 
husband  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Did  she  say  that  she  recognized  any  of  that  party  as  Jack  Triplett's  son 
that  night! 

Answer,  No,  sir^  I  never  heard  her  say  any  more. 

Question,  You  must  have  had  some  conversation  about  the  men.  Was  she  in  «bed ; 
did  she  get  np  T 

Answer,  No,  sir;  she  hadn't  gone  to  bed;  it  was  early  in  the  night;  it  was  not  IQ 
o'clock. 

Question.  Did  she  look  out  of  the  house  at  any  of  them  T 

Answer,  No,  sir  ;  nobody  ever  looked  out ;  everybody  was  afraid  to  look  out.* 

Question,  Did  you  follow  the  horse's  tracks! 

Answer,  No,  sir;  never  followed  them  no  farther  than  down  there  at  the  sand-bar 
where  they  hitched  them  at. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question,  Do  you  know,  or  have  yon  heard,  of  any  other  colored  men  being  killed  in 
Winston  County  ? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  there  was  one  was  killed  up  there ;  I  reckon  it  has  been  about 
two  months  ago,  now. 

Question,  Who  was  that! 

Anstver.  A  fellow  that  waa  living  up  here  with  an  old  man,  Finker,  named  Pete 
Gregory. 

Question,  Did  yon  know  Pete  ! 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  I  know  him  ;  I  have  been  along  with  him  for  this  year  or  two. 

Question,  Was  he  killed  in  the  night-time  ! 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  he  was  killed  in  the  night,  as  well  as  I  conld  understand.  His  wife 
said  that  there  was  three  men  came  there ;  and  he  had  two  mighty  bad  dogs,  and  they 
barke<l,  and  he  went  ont ;  he  was  working,  twisting  some  of  his  tobacco  to  put  it 
up ;  and  he  went  out  to  see  who  was  coming ;  and  they  took  him  and  took  him  off, 
and  she  never  saw  or  heard  tell  of  him  any  more. 

Question,  Was  his  body  found  ! 

Answer,  He  was  found,  I  believe,  hanging  between  old  man  Finker's  and  the  factory, 
hanging  up  dead. 

Question,  Han^ng  to  the  limb  of  a  tree  ! 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  What  time  in  the  night  was  this  said  to  have  been  done  ! 

Answer,  This  was  soon  in  the  night ;  directly  after  supper. 

Question.  Did  the  men  have  any  disguises  on — anything  over  their  faces  or  bodies  ! 

Answer.  She  never  saw ;  she  never  went  to  the  door;  he  went  out  of  the  door ;  she 
staid  in. 

Question.  She  did  not  see  how  many  there  were  then,  or  whether  they  were  disguised 
or  not ! 

Answer,  No,  sir. 

Question.  Is  it  known  who  murdered  him  ! 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  they  don't  know  who  it  was. 

Question.  No  one  has  ever  been  arrested  charged  with  the  killing? 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


548         CONDITION   OF  AFFAIRS   IN   THE   SOUTHERN   STATES. 

Ansiccr,  No,  sir. 

Question.  Have  you  beard  of  any  other  colored  men  being  killed  f 

Auncer.  No,  sir,  I  have  not  heard  of  any  other. 

Question.  Have  you  heard  of  any  colored  men  being  whipped  in  Winston  County  f 

Answer.  No,  sir,  I  have  not  heanl  of  any. 

Question.  Have  you  heard  of  any  colored  mcabeing  killed  down  in  Noxubee  Coontyf 

AnsuKT.  No,  Bir. 


^Iacon,  Mississippi,  Kovemher  7, 1871. 

JAMES  H.  RIVES  sworn  and  examined. 

The  Chairman.  As  this  witness  b  called  by  the  minority,  General  Blair  may  exaai' 
ine  him. 

By  Mr.  Blaib  : 

Question.  Please  ^ve  your  residence  and  occnpation. 

Anstcer.  I  reside  m  Macon,  Noxubee  County,  Mississippi.  I  am  a  lawyer  by  pro- 
fession. 

Question.  How  long  have  yon  lived  in  Noxubee  County  f 

Answer.  I  have  lived  in  Noxubee  County  about  twenty-fee ven  years — from  my  child- 
hooil. 

Question.  Do  you  know  of  the  alleged  whipping  of  Betsey  Lucas,  living  at  Robert 
Jackson's  f 

Answer.  Nothing,  of  my  own  knowledge,  general,  only  from  the  report  in  the  country 
at  the  time. 

Question.  You  have  a  plantation  adjacent  f 

Answer.  In  the  neighborhood,  sir. 

Question.  What  did  you  hear  at  the  time,  from  reliable  persons  f 

Anstcer.  Well,  sir,  I  heard  that  there  was  a  party  of  men  went  to  Mr.  Jackson's  and 
Mr.  Crosby's  and  Mr.  Hinton's  and  to  Mr.  Price's.  I  think  they  were  all,  except 
Crosby,  bachelors,  and  Crosby  was  a  widower.  That  is  the  information  I  have.  They 
all  live  in  the  sumo  neighborhood,  within  two  or  three  miles  of  each  other,  and  they 
were  all  living  with  block  women,  to  whom  they  were  not  married;  they  were  living 
with  them  as  their  concubines. 

Question.  What  did  the  party  do  when  they  went  there  f 

Answer.  The  information  I  had  at  the  time  was  that  they  whipped  the  men  and  the 
women  too,  but  1  understood  afterwards  that  they  did  not  whip  the  men,  and  directed 
the  women  that  they  must  leave. 

Question.  Was  their  living  and  cohabiting  with  these  women  alleged  as  the  reaaoD 
for  whipping  them  f 

Ansu>€r.  Yes,  sir ;  lewdness.  There  had  been,  I  was  informed,  an  effort  made  to  in- 
dict the  parties  before  the  grand  Jury,  for  living  in  adultery,  under  the  statutes  of  this 
State,  but  a  recent  decision  made  by  our  supremo  court  declared  that  it  was  not  a  vio- 
lation of  the  statute  unless  the  parties  had  lived  together  as  man  and  wife ;  that 
is,  that  the  man  should  hold  the  woman  out  as  his  wife;  that  it  was  no  violation  of 
the  law  of  the  State,  or  crime,  to  live  in  the  way  they  were  living  np  there. 

Question.  Cohabiting  with  them,  without  holding  the  women  out  as  their  wives,  was 
not  adultery  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  that  it  was  not  adultery  under  our  statute,  or  fornication ;  not 
punishable  under  our  statute. 

Question.  Were  the  parties  disguised  f 

Answer.  1  understood  that  they  were,  sir. 

Question.  Did  you  ever  see  and  talk  to  the  men  f 

Answer.  Not  that  I  know  of,  sir. 

Question.  I  mean  the  men  who  were  living  with  these  women. 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  not  upon  this  subject.  I  never  mentioned  that  subject  to  either  of 
them.  I  have  seen  them  all,  I  believe,  except  Price,  since.  I  have  heanl  of  Price,  too. 
Price  is  a  man  that  goes  out  but  very  little.  He  lives  in  the  edge  of  Noxubee  swamp, 
here,  and  you  seldom  ever  see  him^  he  seldom  ever  goes  anywhere. 

Question.  There  was  nothing  political  in  this  matter,  was  there  f 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  nothing  that  I  heard  of  at  the  time.  These  gentlemen,  so  ftr  as 
I  know,  all  voted,  or  had  been  voting,  the  democratic  ticket,  np  to  that  time. 

Question.  The  men  were  living  in  this  way,  with  these  women  t 

Anstcer.  Yes,  sir ;  they  were  planters  in  the  country ;  they  were  all  planters ;  then 
"Was  nothing  ijolitical  in  it,  that  I  heard. 

Question,  It  was  merely  offensive  to  the  neighborhood  that  they  should  do  thisf 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


MISSISSIPPI — SUB-COMMITTEE.  549 

Answer,  That  is  what  I  understood,  sir. 

Question.  Was  any thinjr  ever  done  with  the  parties  who  did  this;  any  attempt  over 
made  to  pnnish  them  for  it  f 

Answer,  Not  that  I  know  of,  sir. 

Question.  Do  yon  recollect  a  transaction  which  ocenrred  on  William  May's  place,  in 
the  bottom,  where  some  five  families  of  negroes  were  living,  who  were  driven  off  the 
place  f 

Answer.  Well,  sir,  I  think  it  was  some  time  in  the  latter  part  of  Jannary  or  Ist  of 
February  last ;  it  was  some  time  in  the  early  part  of  the  present  year.  Mr.'May  is  a 
farmer.  His  home  place  adjoins  my  farm  ;  he  lives  north  of  nie,  and  his  swamj)  plan- 
tation is  some  two  or  three  miles  south  of  nie.  A  few  days  after  the  negroes  moved 
out  the  gentleman  living  on  my  place  informed  me  that  Mr.  May  had  requested  the 
loan  of  my  wagon  to  move  out  some  hands.  The  country  there  is  under  what  is  called 
the  agricultural  law,  the  stock  law,  under  which  pei-sous  are  required  by  the  statutes 
of  the  State  in  that  neighborhood  to  keep  their  stock  inclosed  or  keep  them  up.  There 
is  a  boundary'  to  that,  which  is  the  Noxubee  swamp.  There  is  but  one  fence  kept  up 
for  all  that  country  up  there.  Persons  with  surplus  stock  turn  their  stock  into  this 
swamp,  and  they  have  then  a  summer  range,  at  no  cost  to  the  owner.  This  swamp 
plantation  of  May's  lies  immediately  on  the  Noxubee  swamp,  and  has  a  western  and 
southwestern  fence,  and  is  the  boundary  of  the  stock  law.  I  understood  that  there 
had  been  a  good  deal  of  complaint  a1>out  persons  going  in  there  and  killing  the  stock. 
The  stock  had  been  pretty  much  destroyed — to  a  considerable  extent,  it  had  been  de- 
stroyed— and  the  negroes  stated  that  peraons  went  in  on  Saturday,  I  think,  and  told 
them  that  so  many  outrages  had  been  perpetrated  in  their  neighborhood  that  the 
people  had  come  to  the  conclusion  that  tliey  were  guilty  of  it,  and  they  must  move 
out  from  there,  lliey  went  immediately,  I  understood,  and  reported  to  him.  That 
was  Saturday  that  information  was  given  to  the  negroes,  and  on  Sunday  morning 
wagons  went  in  and  moved  the  negroes  out  to  Mr.  May's  home  place,  and  to  his 
brother-in-law's,  Mr.  Wooteu's.  I  was  told  that  my  wagon  hauled  one  family  out.  I 
do  not  know  anything  of  it,  of  my  own  knowledge.  I-onlj'  know  it  from  information 
I  have  received  from  persons  in  the  neighborhood.  I  have  heard  Mr.  May  himself, 
who  at  the  time  was  very  indignant,  speak  of  it,  he  and  his  wife.  I  saw  him  a  few 
days  afterward,  and  they  spoke  of  it  as  a  very  unkind  act  to  them.  The  negroes  stated 
that  the  parties  went  in  there — I  think  there  were  three  or  four  persons,  who  ATe.'re 
strangers  to  them — in  day-time.  They  rodo  in  on  horseback,  and  told  them  that  they 
must  get  out  of  there. 

Qu€sti(m,  Did  they  tell  the  negroes  or  not  ? 

Answer.  I  just  stated  that  they  said  there  had  been  so  many  outrages,  or  so  much 
stock  killed,  or  stolen,  or  destroyed — something  of  the  kind — that  they  would  not  be 
permitt^  to  staj'  there  longer,  and  umst  movo  out. 

Question.  They  were  living  in  the  SAvamp  where  the  cattle  range  wast 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  the  farm  they  cultivated  was  the  western  boundary  of  the  stock* 
law  region  of  the  country.    That,  is  my  information. 

Question.  They  had  no  cultivation  in  this  swamp  where  they  lived? 

Answer.  1  think  some  of  their  little  fields  ran  into  the  swamp  to  the  river;  one  does. 
I  knoAv  very  little  about  the  locality.  I  have  hunted  in  the  swamp,  but  have  never 
WtMi  to  May's  house.  I  have  hunted  in  the  swamp  and  in  the  river  in  his  farm  and 
around  his  farm,  but  I  do  not  know  murh  otherwise^  about  it. 

Question.  Do  you  know  the  fact  that  the  stock  ranging  in  the  swamp  had  been  depre- 
dated upon  f 

Annrer.  Only  from  report.. 

Question.  Have  you  reason  to  believe  it  is  true  t 

Anstcer.  Yes,  sir.    One  indictment  was  found  against  Mr.  George  H.  Dare. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Question.  A  white  man  t 
Answer.  Yes,  sir,  a  white  man.    Ho  left  the  country. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 
Question.  For  killing  stock  f 
Answer.  Yes,  sir;  for  stealing  stock. 

<^et(i>fi.  Did  you  know  a  man  by  the  name  of  Sam.  Coger,  a  negit>  man  ? 
Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Did  you  ever  hear  anything  as  to  the  fact  that  he  was  killed  t 
Answer.  He  is  not  killed,  sir,  is' my  information. 
Queittion.  Is  he  not  f 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  he  is  living  in  this  county  now  ;  so  I  am  informed. 
Question.  Who  told  you  he  was  living? 

Answer.  Mr.  Hardiu* Brooks.  He  is  living  with  Hardin  Brooks  now,  and  is  in  the 
county. 
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Questi&n.  When  did  Brooks  tell  yoa  this  f 

Answer,  He  told  me  yesterday  eveniDg ;  and  he  told  me  he  woald  hare  himjieie  to- 
day or  to-morrow.  He  said  he  might  want  to  go  to-day  to  Brooksrillcy  hot  that  he 
would  bring  him  here  to-morrow. 

Qu€9tion,  Aleck  Davis  testified  here  yesterday  that  Sam.  Co^v  was  killed;  and  thai 
Talliaferro  told  him  this.    Talliafcrro  testified  to  the  same  thing  in  Washington. 

Annter.  I  was  reading  Talliaferro's  testimony  at  the  time,  and  when  I  came  to  that 
portion  of  it  Brooks  told  me  to  stop.  He  said,  '*  He  is  on  Ben.  Minnis^s  pUuitation, 
and  he  has  had  some  trouble  with  a  colored  man  about  some  colored  woman.^  I  do 
not  know  abont  the  merits  of  it. 

Question,  He  was  shot  in  that  row  T 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  so  Brooks  said  yesterday. 

Question.  Bnt  not  killed  f 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Davis  stated  yesterday  that  everybody  knew  he  was  killed. 

Answer.  Well,  sir.  Brooks  says  that  he  is  not  killed;  that  he  is  living  on  his  planta- 
tion ;  and  he  said  that  he  wonld  produce  him  to-day  or  to-morrow  if  it  was  neces&anr. 

Question.  Do  ycm  know  anything  abont  a  man  named  Dick  Malone,  said  to  have  beni 
killed  r 

Answer.  I  only  knew  Dick  3Ialone  from  reputation.  He  was  a  blacksmith  and  did 
blacksmi thing  work  on  my  farm,  bnt  I  did  not  know  him  personally.  He  was  a  negro 
that  bore  a  very  excellent  character. 

Question,  Did*  yon  hear  about  his  being  killed  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  I  heard  of  it  a  few  days  after  he  was  killed,  probably  the  next  day. 

Question.  Who  killed  him,  or  was  said  to  have  killed  him  f 

Anstcer,  It  was  said  that  there  was  a  party  of  disguised  men  who  had  gone  opoo  the 
Malone  plantation. 

Question.  Was  any  reason  assigned  for  his  killing  T 

AnswfT,  I  understood  that  they  had  whipped  a  negro  on  the  plantation,  and  had  left, 
or  were  leaving,  and  Dick  had  been  around  them,  and  at  the  time  of  the  first  difficult  r, 
when  thoy  whipped  the  other  boy,  and  when  they  Vdcnt  to  leave,  he  followed  theiii. 
H(>  Ktnrteil  off  and  said  he  was  going  to  find  out  who  they  were.  From  that  an  alter- 
cation arose,  so  I  understood,  and  he  was  shot.  But  that  matter  was  investigated  by 
Mr.  Carpenter,  a  justice  of  the  peace  at  Brooksvillc,  and  his  testimony  would  be  mow 
full  than  I  could  give.    I  only  speak  from  information. 

Question,  Do  you  know  anything  abont  the  killing  of  Bully  Jack  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  In  connection  with  my  partner,  Mr.  Jamagin,  we  defeDde<T  a 
colored  man,  John  Hill,  who  was  first  accused  of  killing  Bully  Jack.  He  was  the 
brotlier-in-law  of  Bully  Jack,  and  was  arrested.  After  he  was  arrested  a  yonng  man 
bv  tlie  name  of  Ebenezer  Glass  was  arrested  for  the  same  offense,  and  we  defended 
Mr.  Glass. 

Question.  What  was  the  evidence  as  to  the  killing  f 

Answer.  The  evidence  was,  sir,  that  some  x>er8ons  rode  np  in  the  night-time  to  Bully 
Jack's  bouse,  and  requested  him  to  go  down  in  the  road,  and  assist  to  pnt  a  tire  or 
whe<>I  on  a  cart  that  had  run  off.  Tue  party  stated  that  they  were  anxious  to  get  on 
to  Slmqualak  by  train  time ;  that  is  the  testimony  of  the  wife ;  that  he  went  down  to 
the  road  with  them,  and  shortly  afterward  she  he^rd  a  scuffling,  as  though  men  were 
in  a  struggle,  and  then  she  heard  men  running,  and  they  ran  back  to  the  big  gate, which 
was  about  a  hundred  3'ards  from  where  she  lived,  and  there  she  heard  firing,  and  when 
she  got  down  there  she  found  her  husband  dead.  The  evidence  was  that  there  were 
the  tracks  of  four  or  of  three  men  in  the  road  and  one  on  horseback,  who  seemed  to 
have  been  pursuing  Jack— three  men  besides  Jack ;  one  was  a  very  small  boot  track, 
the  other  very  large,  the  third  a  large  brogan   boot  or  shoe ;  it  had  that  appearance. 

Question.  Was  there  a  spur  found  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  I  believe  there  was.  Mr.  Campbell,  I  think,  the  justice  of  the 
peace,  who  acted  as  coroner  on  that  occasion,  said  something  in  his  testimony  abont  a 
spur,  a  small  one ;  I  do  not  remember  his  description  of  it,  but  I  think  it  was  a  silver- 
plated  spur. 

Question.  Was  any  motive  assigned  for  this  murder  f 

Answer.  Only  by  his  brother-in-law,  John  Hill.  John  Hill,  in  his  testimony  apon 
the  trial,  or  after  he  was  discharged,  when  he  was  introduced  as  awitne&sby  the  proee- 
cution,  stated  that  he  had  warned  Bully  Jack  that  he  was  in  danger ;  that  he  was  tur- 
bulent and  meddlesome,  interfering  with  other  iieople's  business  in  the  quarrels  of 
white  people  and  black  people;  that  he  had  told  him  he  had  better  leave  the  country; 
that  if  he  did  not  leave  the  country,  he  did  not  think  he  could  possibly  be  permitted 
to  live  longer.  That  is  about  the  statement,  as  well  as  I  remember  it,  of  John  Hill, 
the  brother-in-law  of  the  deceased.  He  said  that  he  was  turbulent,  and  apt  to  inter- 
meddle with  the  business  and  affairs  of  other  people. 

Question,  Did  these  tracks  indicate  whether  they  were  whiteor  black  people  from  tho 
kind  of  shoe  or  boot  that  was  worn  f 
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Anstter,  I  cannot  tell.  I  have  described  the  tracks.  One  was  a  very  small  one ;  it 
appear^  to  be  a  light  boot,  a  fine  boot,  a  pnmp-soled  boot,  or  something  of  the  kind. 
The  other  was  a  large  boot ;  and  the  other  seemed  to  be  a  brogan  shoe,  or  a  very  coarse 
boot,  something  of  that  character.  The  spur,  as  I  remember,  was  a  very  small  spnr ; 
it  could  not  have  gone  on  the  boot  of  a  very  large  man.  I  remember  noticing,  in  ex- 
amining the  spur,  that  it  was  a  very  small  spur.  I  think  it  was  a  silver-plated  spur  of 
rather  line  quality. 

QH€9iunu  Was  there  any  evidence  implicating  Glass  f 

Answer.  None  in  the  world.  The  wife  of  Hnlly  Jack  said  it  was  Glass ;  that  she  re- 
cognized him  by  his  voice;  but  an  alibiy  as  well  as  I  remember,  was  proved  for  Glass 
by — I  do  not  recollect  how  many  witnesses,  but  there  were  several,  and  among  them 
were  one  or  two  colored  persons.  He  was  killed  pretty  early  in  the  night,  and  Glass 
was  at  his  brother's,  who  lived  from  a  mile  to  a  mile  and  a  quarter  from  where  Bully 
Jack  lived,  and  was  in  conversation  with  some  colored  people  about  labor,  about  work- 
ing for  him,  when  some  guns  were  heanl  to  lire.  I  think  that  was  about  the  testi- 
mony, to  the  best  of  my  recollection  now.  I  know  an  alibi  was  proven  to  the  satisfac- 
tion of  the  justice  before  whom  ho  was  being  tried,  and  he  was  discharged. 

Question.  Something  has  been  said  about  a  quarrel  with  Cy.  Jenkins  by  Bully  Jack. 

Atistter.  There  was  something  said  about  it,  but  I  cannot  remember  now  what  it  was. 
There  had  been  some  misunderstanding  between  them  about  something,  but  I  cannot 
remember  what;  but  there  was  no  testimony  adduced  upon  the  trial  to  implicate  Cyrus 
Jenkins  that  I  remember  now ;  at  least,  I  know  ho  was  not  arrested. 

Queslion,  Did  you  ever  hear  anything  of  the  whipping  of  Ben.  Daly  f 

Afisicer,  No,  sir;  I  know  nothing  about  it. 

Question.  Of  Isham  Lowry  7 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 

Question.  Was  not  Isham  Lowry  whipped  the  same  night  Dick  Maloue  was  killed  on 
the  Malone  plantation  7 

An»icer.  I  never  heard  the  name  of  the  negro  who  was  whi^iped.  I  heard  the  negro 
who  was  whipped  was  whipped  because  he  was  quarreling  with  his  wife ;  he  had  been 
whipping  her,  perhaps,  that  night;  I  do  not  remember.  I  noticed  that  Mr.  Taliaferro 
stated,  perhaps,  that  some  of  the  negroes  were  whipped  upon  Mr.  Willbanks's  planta- 
tion. That  is  not  true.  He  is  a  brother-in-law  of  mine.  The  only  woman  whipped  at 
all  was  an  old  negro  woman  named  Liza,  who  was  accustomed  to  say  what  she  pleased. 
The  yard  was  full,  and  Mr.  Willbanks  came  to  the  door,  and  these  men  were  trying  to 
get  to  them  in  the  kitchen,  and  she  said  something  to  them,  and  one  of  them  told  hex 
she  had  better  hush.  81ie  told  them  she  would  not,  and  my  information  from  Mr 
Willbanks  is  that  one  of  tbo  men  slapped  her  with  his  open  hand ;  but  none  of  the  ne- 
groes were  whipped  on  that  plantation. 

Question.  Do  you  understand  that  they  were  disguised  f 

Anstcer.  Yes,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Blair: 

Question.  Taliaferro  testified  that  several  of  them  were  whipped  severely. 

Anstver.  Yes,  sir;  he  did.    That  is  not  true,  sir. 

Question.  Aleck  Davis  testifies  to  the  same  thing.  • 

Anstver.  That  is  not  true.  Mr.  Willbanks  is  in  the  county,  and  if  the  committee  de- 
sire information'on  this  subject  I  will  have  him  sent  for;  but  I  have  heard  nothing  of 
anybody  being  whipped  on  that  place  more  than  I  have  stated  at  that  time.  He  is  a 
brother-in-law  of  mine,  and  I  was  in  the  neighborhood  a  few  days  afterward. 

Question.  Did  you  hear  anything  of  the  whipping  of  Aleck  Hughes  f 

Anstcer.  I  heard  something  of  that,  but  not  until  some  time  afterward.  That  oc* 
curred  in  the  neighborbood  of  Mushnlaville,  I  believe. 

Question.  He  brought  suit  about  it  7 

Anstcer.  The  parties  are  indicted  in  the  court  at  Oxford.  Mr.  Higgins  and  others  are 
indicted  at  Oxford.  I  think  we  have  a  copy  of  the  indictment  in  our  office;  we  are 
defending  them. 

Question.  What  is  the  testimony  in  regard  to  the  whipping  of  Hughes  f 

ATistcer.  Well,  sir,  I  do  not  know. 

Question.  What  does  Higgins  say  about  itf 

Anstcer.  He  says  he  is  not  guilty  of  it. 

Question.  Does  he  say  that  he  knows  whether  the  man  was  whipped  or  not  f 

Anstcer.  No,  sir;  he  does  not  know  anything  about  it.  From  ray  knowledge  of  John 
Higgins's  character,  I  should  say  ho  is  one  of  the  last  men  in  the  county  who  would  be 
engaged  in  lawlessness  of  tbat  kind.  He  is  prudent  and  circumspect.  He  lived  near 
Mushnlaville;  he  lived  in  the  edge  of  Mushulaville.  •  I  believe  Aleck  lived  near  there. 

Question,  This  witness  states  that  one  of  the  parties  was  recognized  by  Aleck  Hughes 
by  his  riding  a  horse  that  Aleck  had  sold  him  f 

Answer,  1  do  not  know  anything  about  that  at  all.    I  do  not  know  what  Aleck's 
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testimony  was  before  the  grand  jaiy.  Aleck,  after  be  testified,  never  letaroed;  he  re- 
mained at  Oxfonl,  o\  somewhere,  in  chaise  of  the  marshal.  He  has  never  be^  back, 
according  to  my  information.    I  do  not  know  what  his  testimony  is. 

Question.  Do  3'oa  know  anything  aboal  a  nego  boy  named  Bill  Coleman,  who  say§ 
he  was  whipped  an^ran  away  from  Winston  County  f 

Jmnctr.  No,  sir ;  I  do  not  know  anything  aliont  him. 

Quesiion  Do  you  know  anything  about  the  killing  of  Johnson  Keitt  last  March,  in 
Winston  Connty  f 

Anstecr,  No,  sir. 

Question.  Nor  Solomon  Triplett  ? 

Awtwer.  I  heard  something  of  the  kind  of  Solomon  Triplett,  but  it  has  been  so  long 
ago  that  I  do  not  remember  the  particulars  at  all.  The  parties  ar(e  indicted  in  the 
Federal  court  for  the  killing  of  Solomon  Triplett. 

Question.  There  was  a  man  found  dead  in  the  river  up  here,  said  to  be  the  body  of  a 
man  who  was  in  the  custody  of  Bridges.    Do  you  know  anything  abont  that  case  ? 

Awncer.  Only  from  information,  sir.  I  am  defending  some  of  the  parties  in  the  cir- 
cuit court  who  were  indicted  for  a  riot — some  colored  men ;  we  are  defending  some  of 
them. 

Question.  State  the  facts  in  the  case  as  far  as  yon  have  them  from  information  f 

Answer.  M3'  understanding  of  the  matter  at  that  time,  from  Mr.  M«>ore,  the  man  who  lo^ 
my  recollection  is,  a  mare,  was  that  the  negro,  whose  name  I  have  forgotten,  had  stolen 
his  mare,  or  his  mule,  or  something  of  the  kind,  and  he  sent  other  negroes  in  ponnit 
They  overtook  the  boy  and  arrested  him  and  brought  him  back.  He  was  carried  be- 
fore Mr.  Rice,  a  justice  of  the  peace  in  this  connty,  and  upon  the  testimony,  in  ilefaiilt 
of  bail,  he  committed  him  to  the  constable  to  bo  brought  to  Macon  to  jail.  It  was  late 
in  the  day,  too  late  for  the  constable  to  come  here  that  nicht,  and  he  carried  him  to 
his  home,  and  confined  him  in  an  out-house  by  fastening  tne  door  by  locking,  and  be 
chained  him  somehow,  and  dnring  the  night  the  negro  disappeared.  That  was  on  Sat- 
urday, as  well  as  I  remember,  and  the  rumor  got  out  in  the  neighborhood  that  parties 
had  gone  in  the  night  and  taken  the  negro  from  Bridges  and  killed  him.  U|>on  that 
rumor,  on  Sunday  morning,  Bridges  received  information  that  the  negroes  were  becom- 
ing very  much  excited  and  ho  had  better  look  out  for  himself;  and  on  Sunday  night  he 
was  awakened  by  the  barking  of  his  watch-dog.  He  got  up  and  looked  out  at  a  nin- 
dow  and  saw  a  party  of  men,  whom  he  suspected  to  be  negroes  at  the  time,  com- 
ing from  the  front  yard.  He  then  went  to  the  back  door,  and  he  there  saw  another 
party.  He  seized  a  gun,  a  rifle  that  he  had,  and  jumped  out  at  his  back  door  and  went 
in  the  nearest  direction  for  the  woods,  running,  and  came  very  ii<?ar  running  into 
another  party.  It  seemed  that  there  were  three  pailies  or  more  aiiproaching  his  boose. 
There  was  some  considerable  firing,  and  Bridges  made  his  escape  into  the  woods.  The 
negroes  went  to  the  house  and  took  possession  of  the  premises.  They  told  3Irs.  Bridge 
she  must  make  less  noise:  she  was  screaming.  They  told  her  not  to  have  any  dij»turb- 
ance  there ;  that  they  did  not  projKwe  to  do  her  any  harm,  but  they  intended  to  find 
out  where  this  neg^o  was,  calling  him  by  name.  I  do  not  know  what  became  of  them. 
The  next  day  they  met  at  a  little  place  called  Bigbee  Valley  to  hnnt  for  the  negro,  a^ 
they  stated;  and  I  think  they  hunted  Monday,  and  Tuesday  perhaps;  and  I  heard  that 
a  body  was  found  in  the  river  some  three  or  fonr  or  five  miU-s  from  there,  in  the  Toai- 
bigliee  River;  but  I  think  they  were  unable  to  identify  the  IwHly.  It  was  reported  by 
some  i>er8ons  that  it  was  the  negro  who  had  been  charged  with  stealing  the  horve.  It 
was  reported  by  others  as  the  body  of  a  negro  deck-hand  on  a  steamboat,  who  had 
^llen  th)m  the  steamboat  and  been  drowned. 

By  the  Chairman: 
Question.  How  long  was  this  after  the  disappearance  of  the  negro  that  this  body  was 
found? 
Answer.  I  think  it  was  Tuesday.    The  negro  disappeared  on  Sattirday  night. 

By  Mr.  Rice: 

Question.  Did  yon  hear  that  there  was  anv  note  left  at  the  house  where  that  negro 
was  chained,  and  fit)m  which  he  was  taken  f 

Answer.  No,  sir;  I  never  heard  of  it.  The  sheriff,  Mr.  Moore,  went  there  immedi- 
ately to  investigate  the  matter;  either  himself  or  his  deputies.  I  know  his  deputies 
were  out  there.  They  were  there  pretty  much  all  the  week.  The  matter  created  con- 
siderable excitement  in  the  county  among  both  blacks  and  whites.  Everybody  in  that 
region  of  countiy,  as  far  as  I  could  find,  was  anxious  to  have  the  matter  ferreted  ont. 
They  were  doing  their  best.  But  I  can  only  speak  from  information  on  that  subject; 
I  have  no  knowledge  of  my  own ;  I  was  not  on  the  ground. 

By  Mr.  Blair: 


Question,  Do  ^ou  know  anything  about  the  killing  of  Wissler  ? 
Anstcer.  No,  sir;  only  from' information.    I  saw  him  the  next 


kUled« 


morning  aft4*r  he  was 
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QttesfioM.  Have  yon  any  information  of  the  existence  of  any  organized  body  of  men 
in  this«ouuty  known  as  Kn-Klux  f 

Antmer,  I  have  not,  general.  I  have  never  affiliated  in  any  way  with  secret  organ- 
izations of  a  political  character,  or  any  other  kind.  I  have,  perhaps,  been  more  cen- 
sured for  speaking  against  Ku-Klax  and  Loyal  Leagues  than  olhy  other  man  in  my 
county,  and  if  any  such  organization  as  that  existed  in  the  county  I  would  be  about 
the  last  man  they  would  let  it  be  known  to. 

QvLtnixon,  Yon  knew  this  man  Talliaferro  f 

An8i€ei\  Yes,  sir ;  I  knew  him  ;  I  had  a  very  slight  acquaintance  with  him.  On  Mon- 
day evening — I  cannot  remember  the  date,  but  some  time  in  January,  I  think,  though; 
perhaps,  it  was  towards  the  middle,  or  last  of  Jannary — he  had  been  engaged  to 
teach  a  freedmeu's  school  in  the  neighborhood  in  which  my  farm  is  located.  I  had 
told  the  freedmeu  where  they  could  get  timber  to  build  the  school-house,  and  had 
instructed  Mr.  Mahone,  my  manager,  to  give  them  the  use  of  my  team  to  haul  up  the 
timber ;  and  TalliafeiTo  had  been  engaged,  I  understood,  to  teach  the  school  on  the 
Monday  before.  I  never  had  seen  TalliafeiTo.  I  had  heard  of  him  frequently  in  the 
county,  and  knew  his  family  from  reputation  as  a  very  clever  family,  and  I  had  heard 
him  spoken  of  as  a  very  clever  man.  On  Monday  evening  he  came  to  see  me,  and 
introduced  himself,  and  asked  if  I  objected  to  his  boarding  with  Mrs.  Mahone,  as  he 
was  going  to  teach  the  freedmen's  school.  I  told  him  that  I  had  no  objection ;  that  I 
did  not  furnish  Mr.  Mahone's  family  with  food  myself.  Talliafen'o  went  away.  He 
was  a  little  in  liquor  at  the  time ;  not  drunk,  but  a  little  intoxicated.  The  next  night, 
about  9  o'clock,  Tuesday  night,  after  I  had  laid  down,  I  was  called  up.  A  messenger 
from  my  farm  came  and  informed  me  that  the  day  before  Mr.  Talliafeno  had  borrowed 
a  mule  from  Mr.  Mahone ;  that  neither  Talliaferro  nor  the  mule  had  been  seen  up  there 
since  he  had  got  it,  and  1  had  better  look  out  for  my  mule.  I  got  up  and  dressed,  and 
came  down  town,  and  went  to  Judge  Ames,  who  was  the  county  superintendent  of 
education,  to  know  that  he  had  seen  anything  of  Talliaferro  on  Tuesday.  He  stated 
then  that  Taliaferro  was.  at  hie  house  until  late  in  the  evening.  I  came  back  to  the 
hotel,  and  they  said  Talliaferro  had  just  left  the  hotel.  I  went  to  the  stable,  and 
found  him  in  the  stable  asleep.  I  asked  the  livery  man  if  Talliaferro  had  a  mule 
there.  He  said  no,  he  had  a  liorse  there,  and  they  pointed  out  a  gray  horse,  which  they 
said  was  Taliaferro's.  I  asked  if  they  knew  what  Taliaferro  had  done  with  the  mule. 
He  said,  yes,  he  had  swapped  the  mule  for  the  horse.  I  asked  if  they  knew  where  the 
niule  was,  and  they  said  he  was  away ;  the  mule  was  about  three  miles  in  the  country, 
in  the  possession  of  a  freedman ;  that  after  they  had  traded  he  had  traded  him  to  the 
stable-man ;  after  they  had  traded  they  had  sent  the  mule  out  to  the  country.  I  sent 
a  messenger  out  immediately  and  had  the  mule  brought  in,  and  I  had  Taliaferro  ar- 
rested by  Mr.  Echols,  a  policeman  on  the  place.  Thev  were  using  this  room  in  the  court- 
house, in  which  the  committee  is  now  sitting,  for  the  jail;  the  jail  was  not  then  com- 
pleted. The  next  morning,  after  breakfast,  I  came  down  to  the  office,  and  Echols 
came  in  to  see  me,  and  said  he  did  not  know  Taliaferro  personally,  but  knew  his  family. 
He  said  they  were  both  Virginians,  and  that  his  family  was  a  very  clever  family,  and 
he  did  want  me  to  prosecute  Taliaferro  for  trading  off  my  mule.  Some  gentleman  from 
Mobile,  a  merchant,  came  also  to  intercede  for  Taliaferro.  Taliaferro  then  sent  for 
me  himself.  I  came  in  here  and  talked  with  him,  and  he  said  he  was  very  sorry  for 
what  he  had  done:  that  he  had  done  the  thine  unwittingly;  that  he  had  been  on  a 
spree,  and  he  would  not  have  done  it  if  he  had  not  been  a  spree:  that  he  was  sorry 
for  what  he  had  done;  that  he  needed  money;  that  he  hod  no  idea  ne  would  have  done 
the  thing  if  he  had  not  been  under  the  influence  of  liquor ;  and  he  requested  that  I 
should  not  prosecute  him.  I  told  him  I  should  not  make  any  compromise  with  him ; 
that  it  was  contrary  to  the  statutes  of  the  State  to  compromise  a  felony  in  any  way ; 
but  I  would  leave  it  with  the  magistrate,  and  if  he  would  clear  me  of  any  costs  for  the 
arrest  I  had  nothing  further  to  say  about  it.  I  went  then  and  told  the  mayor,  Echols, 
the  policeman,  and  this  Mobile  gentleman,  and  let  them  make  their  statement.  I  told 
the  mayor  I  was  satisfied  with  whatever  course  he  chose  to  pursue.  If  Mr.  Taliaferro 
would  pay  the  cost  of  his  arrest  I  had  no  desire  to  prosecute  him.  Mr.  Howell,  the 
livery-man,  came  in  and  seemed  to  be  a  little  vexed  at  what  I  had  done.  He  said  that 
Taliaferro  was  not  drunk :  that  he  was  cool,  sober,  and  had  been  trying  to  trade  the 
mule  all  day,  and  that  I  ought  not  to  have  turned  him  loose ;  but  I  heard  nothing  more 
of  Mr.  Taliaferro  until  I  heard  of  him  as  a  witness  against  the  Ku-Klux.  That  is  all 
I  know  about  him.  He  left  the  country  immediately.  I  never  heard  of  him  until  I 
heard  of  him  in  discnise  at  Oxford.  A  gentleman  said  he  met  him  there  with  pretty 
bushy  whiskers  and  a  hat  pulled  down  over  his  face,  but  recognized  him,  and  spoke  to 
him,  and  had  some  conversation  with  him.  I  heard  nothing  more  of  him  until  his  tea* 
timony  given  before  this  committee. 

By  Mr.  Buckley: 
Qucsiian.  When  did  he  take  the  niulef 
Ansiccr.  It  was  some  time  in  January. 
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Qtiegtion,  ThiByeart 

Answer,  Yes,  sir;  1671.    Some  time  from  the  Ist  to  the  10th. 

By  Mr.  Bulib: 

Question.  The  testimony  of  Davis  and  other  parties  is  that  Taliaferro  was  highly  es- 
teemed in  this  community  until  he  testified  against  the  Kn>Klux ;  that  he  was  intio- 
daced  into  the  best  families,  az^  was  highly  esteemed.  That  testimony  was  giTen  bete 
a  few  days  aco  by  a  negro  named  Davis,  a  member  of  the  legislature. 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  the  means  of  knowledge  Davis  has  on  that  subject,  or  what 
he  oalhi  the  best  families.  I  will  state  this:  I  wul  do  Mr.  Taliaferro  the  justice  to  say 
that  his  position  had  been  good  up  to  the  time  that  he  took  my  mule,  so  far  as  I  know. 
Bat  I  will  say  this  also :  that  I  was  censured  very  severely  by  his  neighbors  and  by  the 
community  for  not  prosecuting  him. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  At  the  timef 

Jn^ir^r.  Yes,  sir;  at  the  time;  before  anything  was  said  about  his  giving  testimony 
ux>on  the  subject  of  the  Eu-Klnx,  and  before  he  went  to  Oxford  in  June,  or  was  before 
this  committee.  I  was  censured  very  severely  at  the  time.  My  own  brotber-in-law 
and  next  neighbor,  Mr.  May,  both  saw  me  a  few  days  afterward  and  said  that  I  had 
turned  Taliaferro  loose,  and  nobody  knew  what  had  become  of  him,  and  if  he  would 
take  my  mule  in  that  way  he  would  take  other  people's  property,  and  that  horse- 
stealing was  so  common  in  the  country  I  ought  not  to  have  permitted  him  to  have  gotie 
at  large.  Thereupon  I  made  the  statement  to  them  that  1  have  made  here  as  to  the 
recommendation  which  he  received  from  Echols  and  this  Mobile  merchant,  whose  name 
I  have  forgotten. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question.  Their  intercession  was  by  reason  of  his  family  T 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  I  will  state  that  Taliaferro's  family  connections  in  this  county  and 
in  Lowndes  are  good.  He  has  an  uncle.  Captain  Benjamin  Taliaferro,  in  this  county, 
a  man  of  unblemished  character,  and  formerly-  of  high  position,  standing  as  well  as 
any  family,  and  Dr.  Taliaferro,  of  Lowndes  County,  is  of  as  high  standing  as  any 
£Eimily.  I  will  say  further  that  we  were  highly  gratified,  at  least  I  was,  when  I  heard 
that  Captain  Taliaferro  had  consented  to  teach  the  freedmen's  school  in  my  neighbor- 
hood. I  was  anxious  to  have  a  school-house  erected  on  my  place,  and  have  school  taught 
there,  and  was  gratified  when  they  told  me  that  Captain  Taliaferro  had  concluded  to 
take  the  school ;  but  I  had  never  heard  of  Taliaferro  at  the  time  he  took  my  mule ;  I 
had  never  heard  then  of  his  bein^  a  witness  in  connection  with  Ku-Klux ;  politics  had 
nothing  to  do  in  it  with  m^  or  with  the  gentlemen  who  censured  me  for  not  prosecut- 
ing him.  I  will  give  the  committee  the  name  of  a  gentleman  Mr.  Taliaferro  lived 
with  last  year,  Mr.  Richard  Wooten — ^he  lives  near  Brooksville,  in  this  county,  and 
William  A.  May,  the  brotber-iu-law  of  Wooten.    My  farm  adjoins  May's. 

Question.  Did  Taliaferro  carry  on  planting  on  a  large  scale  here  T 

Answer.  No,  sir,  with  Wooten  as  a  hand.  That  is  my  information.  He  had  no  farm 
of  his  own. 

Question.  His  testimony  was  that  he  had  a  farm. 

Answer.  No,  he  had  no  farm ;  he  lived  with  Mr.  Wooten.  Wooten  has  not  a  large 
farm  himself;  ho  is  a  man  of  moderate  means,  a  very  clever  man,  but  a  man  in  hum- 
ble circnmstances.  Taliaferro  lived  the  year  before  with  Wooten.  Where  he  had 
lived  before  that,  if  in  the  county,  I  do  not  know.  I  never  heard  of  him  until  he 
lived  at  Wooten's. 

Question.  You  never  heard  of  him  as  carrying  on  farming  on  his  own  account  in  this 
county  f 

Answer.  No,  sir :  he  worked  as  a  hand  with  Wooten,  is  my  information  ;  but  people 
treated  him  kindly  in  1870,  and  up  to  the  time  of  his  leaving  the  country  under  the 
SQSpicion  of  having  stolen  my  mule.  Up  to  the  time  when  he  left  under  that  suspi- 
cion we  had  never  heard  anything  against  his  character. 

Questioh.  Do  you  know  anything  of  any  efforts  to  intimidate  the  black  people  here, 
and  to  coerce  them  in  casting  their  votes  ? 

Answer,  General,  I  do  not. 

Question.  Did  you  ever  hear  of  anything  of  the  kind  f 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  on  the  contrary,  if  there  is  any  intimidation  at  all,  it  is  the  other 
w^ay.  The  black  people  vote  together,  and  if  one  of  them  seeks  to  vote  differently 
from  the  way  the  most  of  them  vote  ho  is  afraid  to  do  so.  There  is  a  man  now  at 
work  on  my  place  that  has  been  afraid  to  vote  to-day,  because  he  said  to  me,  ''  I  want 
to  vote  for  certain  parties  who  have  not  been  nominated  by  the  black  people's  conven- 
tion, and  I  do  not  want  to  liave  any  controversy  with  the  black  people,  and  so  I  will 
not  go  to  the  election  at  all  to-day.^  He  is  driving  my  wagon  here  to-day  in  town.  I 
will  give  his  name,  Newton  Winters. 
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Queaiian.  How  is  it  with  the  negroes  who  work  with  you  f 

Anstoer.  General,  I  neTer  had  any  conversation  with  them  on  the  sabject  of  politics. 
One  of  them  is  one  of  the  election  managers  at  Hughes's  bos  to-day ;  Moses  Morgan. 
I  believe  there  are  about  six  or  seven,  five  to  seven,  others  on  mj^lace,  who  are  enti- 
tled to  vote,  and  I  do  not  know  to-day  how  either  of  them  will^fote.  I  will  say  for 
the  information  of  the  committee,  that  in  1869,  when  the  adoption  or  rdection  of  oar 
present  constitution  was  before  the  people  of  this  Stateiiat  the  request  of  the  planters, 
and  representing  their  interest,  I  consentetl,  although  not  entitled  to  a  vote,  or  to 
hold  omce,  being  at  that  time  a  disfranchised  man,  to  become  a  (candidate  for  the  legis- 
lature, simply  for  the  purpose  of  cauvassing  the  county,  they  believing  that  I  had 
some  inOueuce  with  the  negro  vote,  and  I  went  before  them  representing  the  white 
people  as  desirous  of  having  no  further  political  contest  with  the  black  people  on 
account  of  race  or  color ;  that  in  1865  ancf  in  1867,  the  white  people  having  control  of 
the  legislation  of  the  country,  acts  were  passed,  of  which  the  negroes  complained,  X 
thought,  justly ;  that  when  tnat  legislature  of  1866  and  1867  a(\journed  and  was  dis- 
solved, the  convention  met  in  1868,  which  was  purely  republican,  and  adopted  clauses 
in  the  constitution  which  disfranchised  the  white  people,  or  a  great  many  of  them, 
and  which  we  believed  unjust.  My  proposition  to  the  black  men  of  the  commnuity  was, 
now  let  us,  so  far  as  Noxubee  County  is  concerned,  have  no  further  quarrel  on  the  subject 
of  politics.  Here  is  General  Dent,  a  candidate  for  governor  on  one  ticket.  What  is  that  f 
The  conservative  ticket.  Here  is  General  Alcorn  on  the  other,  who  represents  what  is 
understood  as  the  radical  or  republican  ticket.  I  do  not  care  which  of  these  you  vote 
for,  nor  do  the  white  people  of  this  county,  but  legislation  is  to  be  adopted  which 
is  to  govern  us  in  our  internal  relations,  the  one  with  the  other.  You  black  people 
represent  the  boue  and  muscle  and  labor  of  the  country,  and  the  white  people  repre- 
sent the  capitaL  In  a  great  many  respects  labor  and  capital  conflict.  Their  interests 
will  conflict  in  many  respects,  but  in  a  great  many  other  respects  they  are  homogeneous. 
We  will  give  you  the  senate,  if  you  desire  it,  and  we  will  take  the  representative 
branch  of  the  legislature,  so  that  if  one  side  is  disposed  to  pass  a  law  that  will  be 
prejudicial  to  the  interests  of  the  other,  one  can  bo  a  check  on  the  other.  So  far  as  I 
am  individually  concerned,  I  am  not  entitled  to  a  vote,  but  if  I  was  I  would  give  it  to 
Alcorn,  because  he  is  a  man  of  substance — a  man  of  our  own  State — a  man  that  I 
know.  With  that  proposition,  I  went  to  the  leaders  of  the  negroes  in  the  county,  and 
requested  them  to  go  with  me  around  and  discuss  this  matter  jointly ;  and  we  had  ono 
discussion  at  Shuqualak — one  joint  discussion.  Dr.  Hill,  of  this  place,  was  on  the 
ticket  with  me;  Mr.  Thomas,  a  former  sheriff,  and  Mr.  Duprez.  The  discussion  at 
Shuqnlak  did  not  result  to  the  interest  of  what  they  understood  to  be  the  black  folk's 
ticket.  I  closed  the  argument.  They  put  a  school-teacher  down  there  to  catechise  me 
in  violation  of  the  regulations.  I  was  raised  there  in  the  neighborhood,  and  that  drew 
the  black  people  all  around  mo.  At  the  close  of  my  argument,  a  little  before  dark,  I 
had  two  or  three  hundred  black  people  close  around  the  stand.  I  never  could  get 
another  joint  discussion,  and  I  never  could  get  t^n  or  fifty^  black  people  out  at  one  time 
to  hear  me  speak  until  the  night  before  election.  That  was  up  at  Deerbrook.  There  I 
made  another  speech  to  about  a  hundred  negroes.  The  next  morniug  the  election  was 
to  open.  Going  out  from  where  I  spoke  east  towards  Brooksville,  I  expected  to  be  at 
the  election  at  Brooksville  early  the  next  rooming.  Going  out  that  night,  I  went  out 
a  mile  or  sii,  and  staid  all  night,  and  came  on  Dr.  Mat.  Clay,  who  had  walked  down. 
There  were  more  freedmen,  and  they  made  me  stop  in  front  of  Clay's  gate  and 
reiterate  many  things  I  had  said  in  my  other  speech,  and  many  said  they  were  going 
to  vote  for  me.  One  negro,  who  seemed  to  be  the  leader,  said,  *^  1  want  to  see  you  at 
Brooksville,  to-morrow,  to  shake  your  hand."  The  next  morning  I  went  on  to  Brooks- 
ville, by  a  by-way.  Just  before  I  got  there,  I  came  upon  a  company  of  negroes,  march- 
ing with  a  drum,  up  to  a  school-house  near  the  edge  of  the  town.  When  I  came  up, 
they  shouted,  "  Hurrah  for  Jim  Reeves,"  and  came  around  me.  One  of  them  in  charge 
was  Walter  Myers,  near  here.  I  discovered  it  was  a  league,  and  they  told  me  how 
much  they  liked  me,  and  how  much  I  had  defended  them  in  their  little  difliculties,  but 
they  said,  '*  Captain,  we  cannot  vote  for  you,  not  one  of  us.  Wo  like  you,  and  we 
want  to  hear  that  speech  you  made  last  niglit."  I  told  them  I  had  no  tiuiu  to  speak. 
They  were  going  with  arms ;  many  of  them  had  their  pistols  buckled  around  them, 
and  as  I  was  iutormed,  they  proposed  to  march  up  into  Brooksville,  to  the  jiolls.  1  ad- 
vised them  not  to  do  that;  that  that  was  a  lawless  ilemoustration,  and  it  would  pro- 
voke retaliation,  and  they  had  better  not  do  auythiugof  the  kind  ;  that  so  far  us  I 
was  concerned,  I  had  always  told  them  I  did  not  care  how  thc^'  vote<l ;  it  was  a  mat- 
ter of  small  concern  to  me  how  they  voted ;  if  they  wanted  to  go,  to  »eud  their  men 
by  detail,  and  vote  by  detail,  but  not  march  up  in  procession  ;  that  they  would  be  tired 
into  certainly  by  somebody  ;  that  it  was  a  lawless  demonstration  to  march  up  in  x^ro- 
cession  in  that  way,  with  arms,  and  they  had  better  not  do  it.  There  I  left  them. 
They  came  up  in  that  way.  I  have  never  known  auy  white  man  iu  the  county  to 
direct  the  vote  of  the  negro,  or  to  seek  to  intimidate  him  in  any  way,  or  to  contiol 
him  iu  his  political  movements  or  opinions. 
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Question.  Yon  speak  of  this  Loyal  League,  its  members  going  arouDd  in  armed  bodies 
making  their  appearance  on  snch  occasions.  I  woold  like  to  have  yoar  opinion  as 
to  whettier  or  not  the  existence  of  that  League  had  anything  to  do  with  the  Ko-Klax, 
as  a  conntervailing  organization  f 

Answer.  Well,  general,  directly  after  the  surrender  the  negroes  organized  what  they 
called  freedmen^H  aid  societies,  which  were  understood  to  be  purely  charitable.  In  a 
little  while  it  began  to  be  public  and  understood  among  the  people  that  the  black 
people  swore  in  that  society  to  stand  up  to  each  other,  and  support  each  other — to 
support  their  color  in  all  contests;  and  whenever  a  difficulty  occurred  in  the  country 
between  a  white  man  and  a  black  man,  the  blacks  invariably  rallied  en  masse  without 
any  inquiry-,  so  far  as  ever  came  under  my  obser^'ation,  relative  to  the  merits  of  th<? 
difficulty.  As  long  as  the  military  remained  in  the  country,  I  heard  of  no  counter  or- 
ganization among  the  white  people,  but  as  soon  as  the  military  was  removed,  and  the 
white  people  were  without  any  military  protection,  it  was  then  I  heard  that  there  were 
organizations  being  formed  among  the  white  people  as  a  check  upon  these  other  organ- 
izations. 

Question.  For  protection? 

Answer.  For  protection.  I  remember,  I  think  it  was  some  time  in  the  early  part  of 
the  year  1870,  there  was  a  young  Mr.  Farmer  in  this  county  going  from  his  residence  to 
Brooksville,  along  a  lane  that  was  hedged  on  both  sides  with  burdock-hedge  ;  he  was 
riding  a  wild  horse.  In  the  Inne  he  met  one  of  these  companies  of  freedmen's  aid 
or  Loyal  Leagues,  or  whatever  they  might  be.  There  was  a  young  colored  man  beat- 
ing a  drum,  and  he  got  pretty  close  to  the  fence,  or  hedgt»,  and  when  the  procession  got 
near  he  commenced  beating  the  drum  pretty  fast,  which  frightened  the  horse.  Farmer 
told  him  ho  would  whip  him  if  he  ever  met  him  for  that  i)iece  of  impudence.  Some 
months  after  they  met  in  Brooksville  and  commenced  to  fight.  The  negro  was  the 
stouter  man  of  the  two,  and  threw  Farmer  or  knocked  him  down,  1  do  not  rememljer 
which.  The  negroes  crowded  around,  and  maybe  Mr.  John  Black  and  one  or  two 
white  men  ran  up  and  stopped  the  fass.  In  a  little  while  every  negro  iu  the  town 
rallied  around.  They  caused  every  house  in  the  town  to  be  closed ;  every  white  man 
disappeared ;  there  were  only  fifteen  or  twenty.  They  were  in  terror,  and  they  sent 
ofl*— that  was  Saturday  I  think — ^for  assistance.  The  negroes  threatened  to  bum  the 
town.  Mr.  Fanner  was  arrested  and  placed  in  charge  of  the  officers  and  started  down 
here.  The  negroes  still  rallied  and  threatened  to  bum  the  town  ;  and  on  Monday  there 
was  a  delegation  went  from  here  of.  I  do  not  know  how  many,  I  supix^se  about  thirty 
negroes.  There  were  some  white  men  went  up.  There  was  a  large  collection  of  men 
in  arms,  white  and  black.  The  white  men  got  in  and  got  |)ossesHion  of  the  town,  and 
the  negroes  were  in  three  parties  ;  the  party  coming  from  Macon,  the  party  from  Deer- 
brook,  and  from  Crawfordville.  It  was  thought  there  was  going  to  be  a  very  serioos 
matter  of  it.  Isham  Stewart,  the  leading  negro  of  the  county,  was  here,  and  1  went  to 
him  and  told  him  he  had  influence  with  the  negroes  and  ought  to  stop  such  a  demon- 
stration. He  said  he  would  go  to  Brooksville,  but  he  was  afraid ;  that  if  he  went  np 
there  in  the  excited  condition  of  the  country,  his  position  being  known,  he  was  afraid 
the  white  men  would  shoot  him.  I  told  him  I  would  go  with  him  if  he  would  go  and 
make  the  negroes  go  home ;  that  I  understood  the  white  people  had  assembled  to  keep 
the  negroes  from  burning  the  town.  I  went  to  the  depot  to  get  a  car,  but  there  was 
no  engine  there.  I  went  to  the  superintendent,  Mr.  Hosford,  and  told  him  he  mn<t 
send  us  up  in  some  way,  and  he  put  us  on  a  hand-car,  and  we  went  up  within  a  mile 
of  Brooksville,  and  all  along  the  road  we  were  passing  armed  negroes.  Isham  turned 
back  all  we  passed.  We  cot  within  a  mile  of  the  town  and  found  the  main  party  of 
the  negroes  that  had  left  here  halted.  They  said  they  had  received  information  that 
the  matter  had  been  compromised  and  settled  between  the  white  lolks  and  the  blacks. 

By  the  Chaikman: 
Question.  What  year  was  that  f 
Answer.  That  was  in  1870, 1  think. 

By  Mr.  Blaib  : 

Question.  You  think  it  was  organizations  of  that  kind,  and  the  threatening  demoo- 
stratious  made,  that  created  the  disposition  on  the  part  of  the  whites  to  organize  some 
counter\'ailing  socii'ty  f 

Answer.  Yes,  Kir ;  that  has  been  my  impression. 

Question.  Did  you  hear  recently  anything  in  regard  to  the  affair  that  took  place  over 
iu  Lowndes  County  at  a  negro  meeting,  where  a  white  man  named  Lee  was  shot  by 
them  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  I  heard  something  of  it.  I  was  at  my  plantation,  within  twelve 
miles  of  there,  when  it  occurred.* 

Question.  What  did  you  hear  of  it? 

Answer.  I  heard  two  statements. 

Question.  What  were  they  ? 
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Antncer,  1  heaixl  from  a  negro  man  that  Mr.  Lee  had  gone  up  to  whore  some  parties  were 
speaking  and  had  made  some  remark  which  the  negro  could  not  hear,  and  thereupon  some- 
hody  fired  a  pistol,  and  from  that  the  row  occurred.  He  was  in  the  hack  part  of  the 
crowd,  and  could  not  see.  He  left  there  as  soon  as  it  was  ascertained  that  Lee  was  killed. 
Then  I  heard  from  Dr.  Inahinet,  a  citizen  of  this  county,  and  a  republican,  on  the  board 
of  supervisors  appointed  by  General  Alcorn,  who  was  in  the  immediate  neighborhood, 
that  his  information  was  tliat  Lee  went  into  the  crowdf  He  was  a  stranger  at  Artesia. 
These  parties  bad  marched  in  with  music  and  banners  fiyin|^,  and  had  halted.  He 
went  up.  They  were  halted  somewhere  near  the  line  of  the  railroad,  and  he  went  to 
where  they  were,  and  some  man  asked  him  where  he  was  going.  He  was  going  up  near 
where  the  speaker  was,  and  he  said  he  was  going  to  hear  what  that  fellow  had  to  say ; 
and  thereupon  an  altercation  occurred  between  him  and  a  negro,  and  one  of  them,  with 
a  saber,  struck  him  behind  the  head  a  very  serious  blow. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question,  Struck  Lee  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  and  others  shot  him.  There  were  a  good  many  shots  fired ;  I  do 
not  know  how  many.  Inahinet  stated  further,  in  that  conversation,  that  he  was  going 
through  Oktibbeha  County  the  next  day  or  two  afterward,  and  came  upon  a  body  of 
white  men  lying  at  a  bridge  a  half  a  mile  from  Starksville.  They  said  they  had  sent 
a  scout  on.  They  understood  the  negroes  were  at  a  church  a  few  miles  below,  and  they 
were  lying  there  waiting  to  know  what  they  were  to  do.  He  came  on  a  little  farther 
to  Starksville,  and  was  informed  that  the  negroes  were  encamped  at  a  little  church 
between  there  and  Artesia.  He  came  on  down  within  two  miles  of  the  church,  and 
found  two  white  men  in  the  road  holding  their  horses,  who  seemed  to  be  on  picket,  or 
something  that  way.  They  told  him  he  had  better  not  go  any  farther ;  that  the  ne- 
groes had  possession  of  the  church,  and  were  swearing  vengeance  against  any  white 
man  that  went  in  that  direction;  but,  I  suppose, relying  on  his  party  affiliations,  he 
went  on.  He  said  he  became  uneasy,  but  he  went  on.  When  he  got  there  he  found 
the  negroes  breaking.  A  negro  by  the  name  of  Nettles  had  come  there  and  broken 
them  up.  The  way  the  negroes  came  together  was,  a  party  had  gone  out  to  arrest 
some  negroes  from  Artesia,  and  they  had  refused  to  be  arrested ;  and  the  officers  had 
gone  on  to  Nettle's  house,  still  farther  west,  in  the  neighborhood  of  the  Choctaw  agency, 
and  he  was  not  at  home.  Thereupon  the  leader  of  that  party  had  gone  to  protect  Net- 
tles, and  put  bis  people  in  camp  at  this  church. 

Question,  By  whose  order  was  the  arrest  attempted  f 

Answer,  1  do  not  know  except  from  infcNrmation.  I  understood  that  warrants  were 
issued  by  Judge  Orr,  the  circuit  Judge  of  this  district 

Question,  To  arrest  the  negroes  engaged  in  the  killing  of  Lee  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir.  • 

Question,  Were  any  arrested  f 

Answer,  I  understood  there  were  a  great  many  arrested,  sir. 

Question,  Did  you  ever  hear  that  the  men  engaged  in  arresting  them  under  Judge 
OrPs  order  had  been  themselves  arrested  T 

Answer.  I  learned  that  yesterday,  sir. 

Question,  Did  you  hear  that  anything  had  been  done  to  the  sheriff  for  making  the 
arrests! 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  heard  that  he  and  the  deputies  who  had  assisted  in  the  arrest, 
and  the  citizens  who  had  been  summoned  to  assist  them,  had  all  been  arrested. 

Question.  Did  you  hear  that  the  justice  of  the  peace  who  had  made  the  first  order  for 
their  arrest  had  been  dismissed  from  office  f 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  heard  nothing  except  in  connection  with  Judge  Orr  and  the  sheriff 
and  his  deputies. 

Question.  Was  not  practical  resistance  made  to  the  arrest  f 

Answer.  I  think  the  military  came  in.  The  negroes  resisted  until  the  military  came. 
That  is  my  information  from  Dr.  Inahinet.  When  he  got  to  Artesia  they  had  a  military 
guard  there.  That  was  the  day  before,  he  told  me ;  the  next  morning  after  the  occur- 
rence. 

Question.  United  States  troops  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  United  States  troops. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question,  Assisted  in  arresting  the  negroes  f 

Answer.  That  is  what  I  understood,  that  they  were  there  to  assist,  or  were  assisting. 
My  understanding  is  that  they  were  assisting  at  the  time,  under  the  authority  received 
from  Judge  Orr  and  the  sheriff. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 
Question,  What  was  the  pretext  for  arresting  the  sheriff  and  others  engaged  in  mak- 
ing these  arrests  f 
Answer.  I  did  not  learn  the  particulars ;  I  just  learned  that  it  had  been  done  by  on 
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order  from  Jadge  Hill,  Uaited  States  district  jndge  of  our  district ;  upon  what  sort  of 
proceedings  I  do  not  know.  I  jnst  learned  the  fact  that  it  had  been  done.  In  rehition 
to  these  matters,  gentlemen,  I  have  studied  this  matter  pretty  closely  and  pretty  atten- 
tively,  and  I  am  satisfied  that  thsre  have  been  designing  men  of  both  parties  who  have 
desired  to  keep  these  things  alive  for  the  pnrpose  of  political  preferment.  I  believe 
that  the  mass  of  the  people  are^anxioas  to  do  righti  bat  a  few  political  leaders  of  both 
parties,  who  have  been  seeking  office  and  place,  have  produced  whatever  mischief  has 
been  done  in  a  political  way,  in  this  coauty  at  least. 

By  Mr.  Rice: 

Question.  Do  yon  think  the  Ku-Klux  organization  was  made  for  the  porpoae  of  pro- 
tecting the  whites  against  this  organization  among  the  colored  people  f 

Answer.  That  is  my  belief,  from  the  information  I  have. 

Question.  Then  yonr  opinion  is  that  that  organization  was  composed  of  good  men  f 

Answer.  I  suppose  that  there  must  have  b^n  some  good  men  in  it,  from  the  reputa- 
tion which  they  have  made  as  to  practices.  There  must  have  been  some  good  men  in 
it.    I  do  not  suppose  they  ought  to  have  had  trifling  men. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question.  What  is  the  rate  of  taxation  in  this  State  now  f 

Answer.  The  tax  is  a  matter  of  record.  The  State  prescribes  an  ad  valorem  tax,  for 
State  tax,  and  the  county  supervisors  regulate  the  county,  and  can  put  on  what  they 
please. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  The  first  part  of  yonr  examination  related  to  the  case  of  Betsy  Lucas,  and 
you  went  on  to  say  that  a  party  of  men  went  on  to  Jackson  Cosby 's,  Hinton's,  and 
Price's,  all  of  whom  lived  with  black  women  as  concubines,  and  that  they  whipped  the 
women,  and  directed  them  to  leave.  Did  you  understand  how  large  a  number  of  men 
were  concerned  in  the  purification  of  that  locality  f 

Anstrer.  I  think,  to  the  beet  of  my  recollection,  there  were  only  eight  or  ten  ;  not 
more  than  ten,  perhaps. 

Question.  By  what  refinement  of  ethics  were  the  women  whipped  and  the  men  left 
to  go  free  T 

Answer.  Well,  Judge,  the  presumption  by  outsiders  now  is  that  the  men  were  whipped 
and  they  deny  it.  That  was  the  impression,  that  the  men  were  whipped  and  they  deny 
it.  The  women  were  whipped,  and  they  acloiowledge  it.  I  do  not  know  by  what  re- 
finement of  ethics  it  was  done.  If  I  had  been  there  I  should  have  as  certainly  allowed 
it  to  tbe  rascals  as  the  women. 

Question.  Did  you  understand  that  the  black  women  say  that  their  paramours  were 
whipped  as  well  as  themselves  f 

Anstcir.  No,  sir;  I  never  heard  that  they  said  anything  about  it,  except  that  they 
acknowledge  that  they  were  whipped  themselves. 

Question.  Is  it  not  fair  to  presume  that  they  would  have  spoken  of  their  lovers  hav- 
ing been  whipped  as  well  as  themselves,  if  they  had  been  wnipped  f 

Answer.  I  suppose  so,  unless  they  were  induced  by  their  lovers  to  withhold  the  fyet, 
because  the  odium  which  would  attach  to  them  for  having  been  whipped  for  such  a 
thing  in  the  community  would  have  necessarily  driven  them  away. 

Question.  Were  these  four  gentlemen  whom  you  have  named  cotton-planters  T 

Answer.  When  you  speak  of  a  planter,  judge,  the  idea  conveyed  is  of  a  man  of  ex- 
tensive means.  We  have  a  sort  of  distinction  here.  When  we  say  a  farmer,  we  mean 
a  man  of  but  little  means.  Those  men  are  farmers,  and  by  saying  that  I  mean  that 
they  are  men  of  moderate  means. 

Question.  Owning  land  and  cnltivating  it  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  but  only  small  places.  I  do  not  suppose  they  own  over  two  hun- 
dred and  forty  acres  of  land. 

Question.  Not  able,  probably,  to  indulge  in  tbe  luxury  of  regular  wives  f 

Answer.  O,  yes,  sir ;  there  is  no  difiSculty  on  that  score.  Our  theory  is  in  this  oonn- 
tiy  that  a  wife  will  support  herself. 

Question.  In  this  matter  of  miscegenation  in  this  part  of  the  country,  is  it  your  infor- 
mation that  the  black  women  seduce  the  white  men,  or  that  the  white  men  sodnee  the 
black  women  f 

Answer.  I  think  they  are  both  pretty  well  seduced  together.  I  do  not  think  there  is 
much  seduction  either  way. 

Question.  Is  that  practice  so  nncommon  in  the  country  that  it  is  thought  worthy  of 
a  Ku-Klux  visitation  in  onler  to  correct  such  irregularity  f 

Antwer.  Well,  living  together,  as  I  understand  they  were  living  together,  is  a  thing 
that  is  very  uncommon.  I  do  not  know  any  other  instance  within  my  knowledge 
either  in  this  country  or  elsewhere.  That  white  men  and  black  women  have  frequent 
intercourse  I  have  no  doubt  is  true,  but  that  they  live  together  as  these  parties  aid,  is 
&  thing  of  rare  occurrence. 
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Question,  That  is  regarded  as  more  obuosious  than  theee  accidental  or  occasiona] 
cases  of  sexual  commerce  f 

Anstver.  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Is  the  practice  itself  of  sexnal  commeroe  between  the  two  races  frowned 
upon  and  denounced  by  the  commanity  ||^enerally  f 

Ansu?<T,  Yes,  sir ;  that  is  my  information,  that  persons  of  respectability  denounce  it 
of  botli  races.  * 

Question,  In  point  of  fact,  there  are  a  great  many  of  the  mahogany  color  in  this 
community  f 

Ansu>er.  Y'es,  sir,  a  great  many.  There  are,  howeyer,  fewer  than  a  person  would  sup- 
pose from  a  knowledge  of  the  former  condition  of  society  here,  thongh  there  are  a 
good  many. 

Question,  In  the  i)re8ence  of  the  great  fact  that  t^isconimerce  between  the  two  races 
has  been  going  on  for  generations  here,  how  do  you  account  for  the  severe  denuncia- 
tion by  the  democratic  party  against  what  is  called  negro  equality  f 

Answer.  Upon  the  same  principle  on  which  I  would  account  for  the  fact  that  a  man 
at  the  North  will  go  to  a  house  where  lowd  women  hold  themselves  out  for  sale,  and 
have  intercourse  with  them,  and  yet  refuse  to  introduce  those  women  into  his  family. 
Just  upon  the  same  principle  it  is  done. 

Question,  Do  you  think  the  opinion  has  been  a  sincere  and  well-grounded  one,  that 
the  introduction  of  negro  sufirage  would  tend  to  produce  social  equality  among  the 
two  races  f 

Answer,  I  think  that  it  has  prevailed  to  a  greater  or  less  extent.  The  people  think  that 
the  natural  result  of  it  must  be  in  time  to  break  down  to  a  considerable  extent  that 
barrier  which  has  heretofore  been  interposed  between  the  two  races  in  a  social  point 
of  view. 

Question,  Do  the  southern  white  men  apprehend  any  danger  to  their  own  virtue,  or 
that  their  own  principles  will  be  undermmed,  and  that  they  will  bo  led  to  intermarry 
with  the  negroes  because  of  the  extension  of  equal,  civil,  and  political  ri<>;hta  to  the 
blacks! 

An9icer,  I  do  not  know  of  any  such  apprehension  as  that  on  the  part  of  the  southern 
men,  sir. 

QuesHon.  They  do  not  apprehend  that  they  themselves  will  ever  be  in  danger  of 
intermixing  freely,  socially,  and  sexually  with  the  blacks  f 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  the  apprehension  seems  to  be  this :  that  the  conferring  of  the  ri^ht 
of  sufirage  on  the  negro,  and  his  equality  before  the  law,  and  hiR  right  to  all  the  privi- 
leges of  the  free  schools,  will  in  process  of  time  brinj^  the  two  races  together  in  the 
school-room  as  children,  and  that  in  that  way  the  principles  of  their  children  and  the 
rising  generation  will  eventually  be  more  or  less  afTected.    That  is  the  appreheusion. 

Question.  The  apprehension  is  founded  on  the  fear  that  they  will  bo  brougnt  together 
in  the  school-room  T 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  that  this  contaminating  influence,  as  wo  regard  it,  will  bo  brought 
about  upon  the  white  race  in  that  way  eventually.  There  is  no  immediate  danger 
apprehended  now. 

Question.  Have  not  the  two  races  been  raised  side  by  side  from  time  immemorial, 
undec  the  same  roof,  intermingling  as  children,  and  growing  up  together  as  young  men 
and  young  women  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Is  it  supposed  that  the  school-room  will  be  any  more  dangerous  to  their 
virtue  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  in  this  wa^ :  when  they  mingled  together  heretofore  the  white 
child  reco^ized  his  own  superiority ;  he  was  the  child  of  the  owner,  and  the  negro  or 
colored  child  was  recognized  as  the  child  of  the  slave.  The  negro  himself  recognized 
that  supposed  superiority,  and  in  recognizing  it  showed  a  proper  deference.  When  you 
would  see  the  ne^o  child  and  the  white  child  at  play  together  around  the  plantation, 
the  negro  child  invariably  gave  way  to  the  white,  and  the  white  children  were  often 
domineering  in  consequence. 

Question.  Did  it  not  follow  as  a  necessary  result,  from  the  fact  that  the  one  was  the 
dominant  and  the  other  the  inferior  or  servile  race,  that  the  negro  women  had  not  the 
same  power  of  resisting  the  lust  and  temptations  of  the  master  or  the  master's  sont 

Answer.  1  suppose  that  that  had  a  great  deal  to  do  with  it. 

Question,  Do  you  not  think  that  the  dangers  of  sexual  commerce  between  the  twc 
races  are  greatly  diminished  by  the  fact  that  the  blacks  are  now  free? 

Answer,  1  think  it  has  been  very  little  diminished. 

Question,  Do  you  think  that  the  blacks,  as  a  matter  of  choice,  would  seek  to  inter- 
marry with  the  whites  f 

Answer,  I  do. 

Qitesiion.  What  evidence  have  you  of  that! 

Answer.  Just  this  evidence,  Judge,  that  as  the  black  woman  sought  the  superior,  ox 
white  man,  to  have  intercourse  with  him,  the  black  man  has  always  sought,  as  we 
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iinderstind,  to  have  intercoaroe  with  the  white  woman  when  ho  conld,  on  aeooont  of 
this  stifMTtority  of  race. 

Question.  I  ask  what  evidence  yon  have  that  the  blacks,  as  a  matter  of  choice,  would 
seek  to  iutermarry  with  the  whites? 

Anstccr,  I  say  tnat  the  evidence  of  that  results  from  this  known  principle  existing  in 
the  minds  of  the  negroes  to  seek  iuterconrse  with  the  superior  race.  That  ia  the  evi- 
dfuce  I  have. 

Qncniion,  Yon  have  no  idea  that  the  white  race  hero  would  ever  seek  to  intermany 
with  the  black  race? 

Answer.  No,  not  as  a  class ;  certainly  not.  There  are  instances  where  white  men 
have  married  black  women,  and  where  black  men  have  married  white  women. 

Question.  Are  they  not  so  extremely  rare  as  to  be  regarded  as  exceptional  cases? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  they  are;  but  I  will  state  to  yon  frankly  that  they  are  rare,  and 
the  more  so  on  account  of  the  fear  of  severe  punishment  on  the  part  of  both  races. 

Question.  Have  yon  any  law  upon  your  statute-book  forbidding  the  intermarriage  of 
the  races  f 

Answer.  We  formerly  had  nutil  the  civil-rights  bill  was  passed  by  Congress. 

Question.  Yon  have  none  now  f 

Answer.  None. 

Question.  Yet  you  know  of  no  intermarriage  taking  place  between  the  two  races  T 

Answer.  Not  in  my  own  county,  except  occasionally  I  notice  such  things  in  the  news- 
papers. 

Question.  The  two  races  are  entirely  free  f 

Answer.  Stop  a  moment.  Mr.  Smith,  who  came  here  a  Federal  soldier  and  was  dis- 
char«^ed,  mamed  a  no^o  woman  in  this  town  ;  and  a  young  man  raised  in  the  oonnty 
married,  by  the  dictation,  as  I  understood,  of  a  negro  magistrate  in  Kemper  Connty,  a 
negro  woman.  Ho  got  his  license  in  this  connty  and  wont  into  Kemper  and  was  mar- 
ried by  William  Nave,  the  negro  magistrate.  I  dislike  to  give  the  names,  but  I  can  do 
so.  The  young  man  was  of  as  respectable  connection  as  any  man  in  this  community. 
Ho  was  a  boy  hardly  twenty-one  years  old.  Ho  was  left  by  his  mother  on  the  home- 
stead farm,  afler  the  death  of  his  father  and  the  family  broke  up,  to  control  and  direct 
the  farm,  and  this  woman  went  there,  and  he  became  intimate  with  her,  and  lived 
with  her  as  these  men  np  here,  Cosby  and  the  others,  and  the  yonng  men  of  the  neigh- 
borhood met  and  told  him  he  must  ^et  rid  of  that  woman ;  that  she  must  leave  there ; 
that  they  could  not  permit  him  to  live  in  that  wav  with  her.  He  consulted,  as  I  am 
informed,  with  the  negro  magistrate,  Bill  Nave,  of  Kemperly,  to  know  what  to  do,  and 
Nave  told  him  there  was  but  one  way,  to  go  and  get  a  license  and  marry  the  woman, 
and  set  them  at  defiance ;  that  he  had  the  right  under  the  law  to  do  it ;  and  he  did  it. 
The  license  was  issued ;  the  register  here  issued  it.  Those  are  two  instances  that  have 
occurred  in  that  way.  This  Mr.  Smith  came  hero  a  Federal  soldier.  He  was  dis- 
charged from  some  cause  by  the  Federal  officers  here.  He  lived  hero ;  he  was  aeom- 
mon  laborer  about;  worked,  at  the  depot;  he  became  intimate  with  this  woman  and 
married  her.  This  other  young  man  married  under  the  ciroumstances  I  have  men- 
tioned. 

Question.  Was  it  a  common  cironmstance  before  the  war  for  the  owner  of  slaves  to 
number  his  own  children  among  his  slaves  f 

Answer.  I  do  not  think  it  was,  sir.  It  was  occasionally  the  fact,  but  it  was  not  a 
common  cironmstance. 

Question.  Yon  have  heard  of  such  cases  f 

Answer.  O,  yes ;  I  have  heard  of  such  cases. 

Question.  You  ouce  heard  of  a  Vice-President  of  the  United  States  hsTing  qnlte  a 
family  of  colored  children,  did  yon  not? 

Anstoer,  Yes,  sir ;  Richard  M.  Johnson,  of  Kentucky. 

Question.  Was  not  his  example  followed  to  a  greater  or  less  extent  throngbont  all  the 
Southern  States? 

Answer.  1  do  not  know  that  his  example  was  followed.    I  state  the  fiicts. 

Question.  Similar  cases? 

Answer.  I  have  stated  the  fact  already  that  there  were  instances  of  that  kind,  bnt 
whose  example  caused,  or  whether  it  originated  before  Johnson's  time  or  when,  I  can- 
not say. 

Question.  Do  yon  think  that  since  the  slave  has  become  a  freeman  cohabitation  be- 
tween the  two  races  is  on  the  increase  or  is  diminishing  ? 

Answer.  I  have  already  stated  that  I  think  it  has  been  greatly  diminishing*  It  re^ 
suits  from  this  fact,  that  the  youn^  men  of  the  country  who  used  to  indulge  in  these 
things  when  there  were  no  snch  things  as  chartered  lewd  houses  in  this  country  any- 
where, and  the  colored  people  were  slaves,  were  not  afraid  of  being  prosecnted  or 
brought  up  before  the  law  if  from  this  intereonrse  a  child  should  result,  out-  now  tb^ 
apprehend  snch  a  result  as  that,  which  would  be  disgraceful.  For  that  reason,  if  for 
no  othei;  this  thing  has  diminished. 

Question.  It  operates  as  a  restraint  upon  them  that  they  may  be  prosecnted  for  bas- 
tardy ? 


Digitized  by 


Google 


MISSISSIPPI — SUB-COMMITTEE.  561 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  You  spoke  about  May's  place  in  the  bottom  aud  certain  colored  people  who 
^ere  driven  out  of  the  swamp.    Who  did  this  swamp  belong  to  ? 

Answer.  A  portion  of  it  to  tne  United  States.  I  reckon  some  of  it  is  public  land, 
and  it  belonged  to  different  parties.  Many  persons  in  this  prairie  out  here  not  having 
enough  timber,  go  in  and  buy  a  small  piece  there. 

Question.  Did  you  understand  that  these  men  who  were  driven  out  were  settlers  upon 
the  public  hinds  f 

Answer.  No,  sir;  they  were  tenants  of  Mr.  May,  or  hired  by  him. 

Question.  They  did  not  live  on  the  Government  land,  but  on  his  place  f 

Answer.  That  is  my  information. 

Question.  His  plantation  included  their  fields? 

Answer.  I  think  they  have  one  little  held  in  the  swamp,  bnt  I  do  not  know  of  but  one. 

Question.  Is  that  field  on  Government  land  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir;  that  is  Mr.  May's.  I  do  not  know  that  there  is  any  Government 
laud  in  there  at  all,  judge.  There  is  a  great  deal  of  Government  land  across  the  river, 
and  it  may  extend  across. 

Question.  Do  you  say  this  forcible  ejection  was  with  or  against  Mr.  May's  consent  f 

Answer.  It  was  against  his  consent.  It  was  just  a  notice  to  these  hands  that  were 
there  that  on  account  of  depredations  which  had  been  committed  in  the  neighborhood 
uptm  the  stock,  the  community  would  not  i)ermit  them  to  remain. 

Question.  How  large  a  body  of  men  did  you  understand  was  engaged  in  this  ejec- 
tion f 

Answer.  Three. 

Question.  Only  three  f 

Answer.  Three.  They  were  not  disguised,  and  were  strangers  to  the  negroes. 

Question.  Have  their  names  ever  been  a%»cortained  f 

Anstcer.  Not  that  I  have  over  heard. 

Question.  How  many  families  were  removed  f 

Answer.  I  think  there  were  five. 

Question,  Were  they  taken  into  the  public  highway  and  dumped  down;  or  what  be- 
caiiju  of  them  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir;  they  took  and  hauled  them  to  Mr.  May's  home  place  and  to  Mr. 

Question.  You  say  a  man  named  George  H.  Dare  was  indicted  for  stealing  stock  f 

A  nstver.  Yes,  sir ;  hogs  near  that  same  place. 

Question.  And  that  he  has  fled  ? 

Answei'.  He  has  fled  or  gone. 

By  Mr.  Buckley: 

Question.  Is  it  not  quite  common  that  in  stealing  stock  some  worthless  white  man 
associates  with  him  negroes  f 

Answer.  It  is  not  now;  it  was  directly  after  the  surrender,  before  society  became 
settled  down.  There  were  a  great  many  such  organizations  as  that,  white  men  at  the 
head  of  them,  and  they  would  send  negroes  in  to  do  the  dirty  work,  aud  get  out  tlie 
property,  and  they  would  get  the  benefit  of  it. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question,  Was  Bully  Jack  a  bad  negro  ? 

Answer.  I  only  knew  him  from  reputation ;  just  what  his  brother-in-law,  John  Hill, 
gave  him. 

Question.  Hill  had  been  prosecuted  for  his  murder,  had  he  not  t 

Answei\  Yes,  sir;  and  discharged. 

Question.  And  he  was  the  man  that  gave  him  a  bad  character  f 

Answer.  He  said  what  I  repeated. 

Question,  You  never  heard  anything  against  his  character  except  from  Hillf 

Ansiea'.  I  never  heard  anything  of  his  character  one  way  or  the  other. 

Question.  You  spoke  of  the  Willbanks  x^lantation,  and  said  something^abont  the  yard 
being  full  of  men,  and  one  of  them  having  slapped  a  negro  woman.  Did  you  under- 
stand that  those  men  were  disguised  i 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  How  large  a  body  of  men  did  you  understand  they  were  f 

Answer.  Somewhere  from  twenty  to  thirty. 

Question.  Was  this  in  day-time  or  night-time? 

Answer.  At  night,  I  understood. 

Question.  Did  you  understand  for  what  purpose  this  body  of  men  was  upon  that 
plantation  in  the  night-time  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir.  A  cistern  is  on  the  road-side,  and  they  were  there  at  the  cistern, 
and  ont  by  tlie  road,  and  the  man  that  struck  this  woman  walked  to  the  cabin. 

Qnc^iion.  They  were  watering  their  horses  ? 

Answir.  No,  sir;  they  were  watering  themselves, 
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Question,  Did  you  uiulerstand  what  miseion  tboy  were  on  t 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question,  Did  you  hear  of  auy  mischief  they  committed  that  night  T 

An8ic€i\  That  was  the  night  on  which  they  say  Dick  Malone  was  killed. 

Question.  How  far  was  this  from  where  Dick  Malouo  was  killed,  on  the  Malont! 
plantation  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  the  distance  exactly;  I  suppose  not  more  than  a  mile  xid 
a  half. 

Question,  This  Bridges  was  the  nonstable  who  had  charge,  of  this  Toong  negru,  ar.d 
who  had  confined  him  in  a  room,  chained  him,  and  left  him  by  himself,  in  an  (int- 
house  f 

Answer,  I  do  not  know  whether  he  chained  him.  I  said  in  my  direct  cxaminatiuu.  vt 
intended  to  say,  that  I  did  not  know  whether  ho  chained  him.  or  how  he  fastened  him, 
but  he  was  put  in  an  out-house,  in  the  yard,  or  near  his  dwelling. 

Question.  The  negroes  sux^posed  that  Bridges  was  implicated  in  some  way  iu  the 
disappearance  of  the  negro  boy  and  his  probable  murder,  or  responsibility  for  it .' 

Answer.  I  suppose  that  they  did,  sir ;  that  they  thought  that  he  had  either  aidM  ia 
or  consented  to  his  being  taken. 

Question.  From  your  examination  of  that  case,  what  is  your  opinion  as  to  the  theory 
of  the  negroes  of  the  complicity  of  the  constable ;  was  it  well-founded  or  not  ? 

Answer,  From  niy  knowledge  of  the  constable,  judge,  I  think  there  i^  no  shadow  of 
ground  for  entertaining  any.  belief  of  foul  play.  He  is  rather  a  delicate  man,  ami 
formerly  lived  near  this  plaee,  and  I  have  known  him  a  great  many  years.  He  is  oue 
among  the  last  men  who  would  be  engagc<l  iu  violence. 

Question.  Has  anybody  been  indicted  or  arrested  for  the  murder  of  this  boy  ? 

Ansicer.  Not  that  I  know  of. 

Qiiesti(m.  Is  it  supposed  that  he  is  dead  f 

Answer.  My  information  is  to  the  contrary ;  that  he  is  living. 

Question,  Has  he  ever  been  seen  since? 

Answer.  I  have  understood  that  he  has  been  seen  at  Artesia,  but  I  do  not  know  tiny- 
thing  of  it  myself. 

Question.  The  negroes  up  there  believe  that  he  has  been  killed? 

Anstcer.  I  think  not;  I  think  the  negroes  now  generally  believe  that  he  is  ah  ve. 

Quesiian.  But  at  the  time  they  made  the  raid  on  Bridges's  house  they  were  of  tin- 
opinion  that  the  boy  had  been  killed  through  the  negligence  or  complicity  ot 
Bridges? 

Answer.  What  they  generally  believed,  I  cannot  say.  The  men  I  am  defending  say 
they  engaged  in  that  a£fair  that  night  from  fear  of  the  black  men  who  were  leaain;:; 
that  they  came  on  the  place  armed,  where  they  lived,  and  said  the^'  came  for  so  niauy 
black  men  from  each  plantation,  to  come  and  hnnt  this  fellow  and  take  up  Brid^ 
This  is  their  explanation  to  me ;  that  they  did  not  engage  in  this  riotous  pro- 
ceeding voluntarily,  but  were  forced  by  tjie  leaders  out  there,  who  ordered  so  mai.y 
from  each  plantation. 

Question.  How  many  negroes  have  been  arrested  on  a  charge  of  riot — ^thilt,  I  suppoM?, 
is  the  charge  ? 

Answer,  i  es,  sir. 

Question.  For  this  raid  on  Bridges's  house  ? 

Answer.  I  think  seventeen  or  eighteen. 

Question.  They  are  now  under  bond,  or  lying  in  jail,  are  they  not? 

Ansicer.  They  are  under  bond,  most  of  them.  There  may  be  one  or  two  of  the  lead- 
ers still  in  jail ;  I  do  not  know  how  that  is. 

Question.  How  happens  it  that  where  a  negro  man  is  killed,  shot,  or  hung,  or  unt* 
rageoasly  whipped,  nobody  can  be  found  g[uilty  of  the  outrage,  and  nobody  is  broagbt 
to  justice,  and  nobody  punished,  and  yet  sixteen  or  seventeen  negroes  for  tJiis  outrage, 
which  resulted  in  no  personal  harm  to  Bridges,  are  arrested  at  once,  and  put  on  bail  or 
in  prison  ? 

Ar^cer.  1  cannot  tell  how  it  occurs  that  men  escape  for  killing  negroes.  I  can  only 
say  this,  in  relation  to  the  arrest  of  these  negroes,  that  they  were  in  the  house  talkii^ 
with  Mrs.  Bridges,  and  she  recognized  the  leaders,  and  from  the  leaders  they  got  the 
ir  formation  as  to  the  others.  That  is  the  way  they  came  to  find  out  these  negroes 
They  went  into  her  house  and  built  up  a  light,  and  showed  th«mselve«  to  her.  and 
talked  with  her. 

Question.  But,  having  heard  of  the  white  riders,  the  men  who  put  on  disguises,  suxi 
go  on  horseback  at  midnight,  armed,  and  break  open  the  defenseless  dwSling  of  i 
ue^rro,  take  him  out  and  whip  him,  or  kill  him— have  you  known  of  punishment  in  soch 
a  case  ? 

Anstoer.  I  have  never  known  a  white  man  to  do  any  such  thing  as  yon  speak  of. 

Question.  Have  you  ever  known  of  a  cose  where  any  man  eonoemed  in  these  mid- 
night outrages  has  been  brought  to  justice  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir.    I  have  known  ot  their  arrest. 
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QncsU&n,  Yon  say  yon  have  not  known  of  white  men  committing  snch  acts  f 

Anstver,  I  say  I  have  heard  of  one  white  man  at  Meridian,  of  whom  you  may  have 
heard  already,  who  was  arrested  by  a  negro  who  claimed  the  85,000  reward  offered  by 
General  Alcorn.  The  name  of  the  white  man  I  do  uol  remember ;  ho  was  a  freedmen 
school  teacher  there.  The  negro  who  was  whipped  at  the  town  of  Meridian,  as  I  under- 
stood, was  a  ne^o  from  Snmter  County,  and  this  man  had  been  arrested  for  whippiu«; 
the  negro,  on  his  visit  to  Meridian ;  why  it  is  that  these  parties  should  perpetrate 
these  murders  on  negroes  I  cannot  tell.  They  did  kill,  right  here  in  our  community, 
three  years  ago,  a  Mr.  Brown.  He  left  here  in  the  afternoon  to  go  to  the  depot  to  take 
a  train.  He  was  a  butcher,  and  had  a  large  amount  of  money  on  his  person,  for  a  man 
in  his  circumstances,  and  was  going  up  the  road  to  buy  cattle.  He  di8a^)peared  :  no- 
body knew  what  became  of  him.  He  was  gone  ten  days  before  ho  was  lound.  Bome 
young  man  was  up  the  river  fishing,  about  ten  days  afterwards,  and  found  the  body  in 
the  nver.  He  was  bloated  so  he  could  not  be  recognized.  His  wife  recognized  him  by 
his  clothes.    Nobody  could  ever  be  discovered ;  everybody  tried. 

Question,  That  is  rather  an  exceptional  case  where  a  wliite  man  is  murdered,  and  th« 
murderers  are  not  discovered  and  brought  to  justice  f 

Answer,  I  do  not  know  that  it  is  where  a  man  is  assassinated  in  that  way. 

By  Mr.  Blair  :     ' 

Question,  There  is  a  recent  case  in  Artesia  where  a  white  man  was  murdered,  shot  in 
open  day  by  a  mob  of  negroes,  and  the  murderers  were  arrested  upon  a  warrant  from  a 
circuit  judge,  and  the  officers  serving  the  process  have  themselves  been  arrested,  have 
they  not  f 

Anstcer,  That  is  my  understanding. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question,  Have  you  ever  known  of  a  case  in  this  community  where,  as  the  committee 
are  informed,  there  have  been,  from  first  to  last,  a  great  many  murders  and  whippiuji^s 
of  negro  men  ;  have  you  ever  known  a  case  where  a  reward  was  offered  by  the  public 
authorities,  or  citizens,  for  the  detection  of  the  murderers  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  remember  one,  sir. 

Question,  Has  that  expedient  never  occurred  to  the  good  men  of  the  community  as  a 
practical  and  efficient  method  of  ferreting  out  the  perpetrators  of  these  outrages  ? 

Answer,  It  has,  sir,  and  our  legislature  at  its  last  session  made  an  appropriation  of 
$50,000,  to  be  used  by  Generiil  Alcorn  as  a  secret  fund  for  that  purpose.  How  ho  has 
applied  it  we  have  no  means  of  knowing.  Fifty  thousand  dollars  was  appropriated  by 
the  last  legislature  for  the  very  purpose  you  speak  of,  judge.  The  people  of  this 
county  are  not  able  to  pay  these  rewards.  We  pay  a  heavy  taxation,  and  it  takes 
everything  of  the  little  fortunes  we  have  to  make  a  support. 

Question.  Is  that  the  reason  rewards  are  not  offered  ? 

Answer,  That  is  the  reason  the  citizens  do  not  offer  them  j  it  is  not  from  hostility  or 
indifference  to  that  kind  of  conduct  in  this  communitj'. 

Question,  Then  how  does  it  hax)pen  that  no  resolutions  have  been  adopted  at  any 
meeting  of  the  good,  law-abiding,  peaceable  citizens,  denouncing  these  outrages  and 
leaguing  to  make  a  determined  effort  to  put  a  stop  to  them  f 

Answer.  I  do  not  know,  sir ;  that  is  not  our  way  of  acting  in  this  community  about 
anything — by  public  resolution.  We  have  understood  that  this  matter  was  taken 
charge  of  by  the  Federal  authorities  and  by  General  Alcorn.  There  were  men  appointed 
by  the  President,  it  has  been  our  understanding  here,  to  supervise  these  matters  and 
get  up  the  testimony.  We  have  understood  that  General  Alcorn  had  §50,000  appropri- 
ated to  him,  and  what  good  would  it  have  clone  to  have  passed  the  resolution  of  which 
vou  speak.  It  never  occurred  to  me  that  any  such  meeting  should  be  held.  So  far  as 
I  am  concerned,  I  never  thought  of  it,  and  I  never  had  aiiy  connection  with  Ku-Klux 
or  anything  that  favored  Ku-Klux,  or  the  murdering  of  any  citizen. 

Question,  Do  you  not  think  that  a  general  expression  on  the  part  of  the  leading  men 
of  your  county,  in  that  form,  would  have  tlie  effect  of  alarming  these  lawless  men,  and 
stopping  in  some  measure  these  acts  of  violence  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not,  sir,  for  this  reason ;  that  wherever,  as  far  as  my  information  goes, 
these  acts  have  occurred  in  a  neighborhood,  the  best  men  in  the  neighborhood  have 
rendered  to  the  officers  there,  to  investigate  the  matter,  all  the  assistance  they  could. 

Question.  What  assistance  have  they  in  point  of  fact  rendered  ?  Have  they  spent 
their  money,  or  ridden  down  their  horses  in  fresh  pursuit,  or  raised  the  hue  and  cry 
and  alarmed  the  whole  country,  and  made  a  personal  effort  to  overtake  these  scoun- 
drels ? 

Ansicer,  They  have  gone  upon  the  ground,  examined  the  steps,  taken  the  dimensions 
of  the  tracks,  viewed  the  man— the  body,  and  ascertained  as  far  as  possible  how  he 
came  by  his  death,  and  all  the  appearances,  and  have  liad  everybody  arrested  sujiposed 
to  have  had  anything  to  do  with  it,  and  examined  or  kept  under  arrest  until  they 
could  make  such  examination. 

Question,  What  do  they  do  when  a  mule  or  horse  is  stolen  in  this  community  ?    Do 

Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


561         CONDITION   OP   AFFAIRS   IN   THE   SOUTHERN   STATES. 

they  make  fresh  parsnit  on  the  track  of  the  horse,  following  into  the  next  county ,  acd 
then,  if  necessary,  to  the  one  heyond  T 

Answer.  The  party  whose  property  is  stolen  generally  takes  some  snch  steps ;  some 
do  not. 

QuesHon.  He  is  generally  snceeesfhl,  is  he  not  t 

Answer.  Well,  no,  sir. 

iguesiUm.  He  ^nerally  succeeds  in  finding  his  horse  or  mole,  does  he  not  f 

Answer.  No,  sir;  those  cases  are  rather  rare. 

Qtt/»iUm.  Have  yon  not  heard,  within  two  dayft,  of  a  citizen  of  your  town  having  re- 
covered a  stolen  mule  thirty  miles  distant  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir;  sometimes  they  recover  and  sometimes  they  do  not.  A  great  many 
times  they  do  not. 

Question.  Woald  not  the  chances  of  overtaking  these  disgaised  men  who  compos^ 
the  bands,  of  a  dozen  to  forty  or  fifty,  be  infinitely  greater  than  in  pursning  a  single 
lawless  man. 

Answer.  I  suppose  that  if  fresh  pnrsoit  was  made,  with  a  party  snflSciently  strong  to 
overcome  this  band,  they  could  make  the  discovery. 

Question.  But  is  it  not  understood  that  before  the  crowing  of  the  cock  they  all  di^ 
perse  to  their  several  homes  f 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  what  is  understood  among  them. 

Question.  I  understood  you  to  say  in  your  general  examination,  conducted  by  Gen- 
eral Blair,  that  yon  had  been  in  the  habit  of  making  public  addresses  against  this  Ku- 
Klnx  organization  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  have  sjioken  against  it. 

Question.  Then  you  have  studied  the  subject,  I  take  it,  and  have  gathered  al>  the 
numerous  manifestations  of  the  existence  of  snch  an  order? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  How  could  you  talk  intellieentlv  on  the  subject  without  fiictsT 

Answer.  I  spoke  of  the  information  I  had  m>m  the  newspapers  and  the  community. 

Question,  what  information  did  rumor  in  the  community  and  newspapers  give  yon 
on  the  subject? 

Answer.  1  saw  it  stated  in  the  papers  that  such  an  organization  existed,  first  in  Ten- 
nessee, and  then  I  understood  that  it  had  spread  further  South.  I  understood  from  the 
community  that  when  such  and  such  a  thing  was  done,  it  was  done  by  parties  in  dii»- 
guise.  That  was  the  only  information  I  had.  As  to  their  signs,  their  pass-words,  their 
manner  of  organization,  or  assembling,  or  dispersing,  I  never  knew  anything  about 
those  things,  nor  had  anything  to  do  with  them.    I  never  busied  myself  with  them. 

Question.  You  believed  in  the  existence  of  snch  an  order  and  denounced  them  on  the 
stump  f 

Answer.  Yes,  I  believed  that  In  1880.  I  believed  it  was  the  creature  of  this  other  or- 
ganization. 

Question.  You  believed  that  these  various  outrages  occurring  in  the  community  were 
outcroppings  of  this  organization. 

Ansiccr.  No,  sir ;  not  all  of  them.  I  never  heard  of  but  the  two  I  have  spokca  of 
having  been  done  by  men  in  disguise ;  those  were  the  whipping  of  these  women  and 
the  death  of  Malone. 

Question.  Whv  did  you  denounce  this  organization  if  you  thought  it  was  only  a  myth 
and  shadow — ^if  you  did  not  believe  it  was  a  real,  substantial  thing  of  mischief  in  the 
community  T 

Answer.  I  did  not  think  it  was  a  myth  or  a  mere  shadow.  I  thought  it  had  an  exist- 
ence when  I  spoke  against  it.  I  did  not  think,  nor  do  I  now  believe,  that  it  is  the  oc- 
cabion  of  the  perpetration  of  all  the  offenses  that  I  have  spoken  of,  except  the  killing 
of  Dick  Malone,  and  the  whipping  of  these  women ;  and  I  cannot  say  that  the  whii>- 
ping  of  the  women  occurred  from  them — it  may  have  been  a  local  matter — ^but  the 
other  was  said  to  have  been. 

Question.  What  did  you  believe  or  suppose  to  Ije  the  distinctive  purpose  of  this  or- 
ganization as  it  existed  in  Mississippi  and  Alabama? 

Answer.  I  supposed  that  its  purpose  was  to  take  the  avenging  of  a  wrong  upon  a 
white  man  by  colored  men  into  the  hands  of  the  people,  and  away  from  the  law.  That 
was  what  I  understood  at  the  time,  and  for  that  reason  I  denounced  it. 

Question.  Did  yon  suppose  it  was  an  organization  to  correct  grievances  in  the  body 
politic  that  the  law  could  not  reach  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir,  except  individual  parties ;  not  to  interfere  in  a  political  sense,  bnt 
with  the  rights  of  individuals. 

Question.  You  believe  it  embraced  more  or  less  good  men  in  it  ? 

Answer.  It  must  have  embraced  some  good  men  in  it,  from  my  information  at  the 
time. 

Question.  Had  you  then,  or  have  you  now,  any  information  as  to  the  extent  of  U:o 
ramifications  of  this  order  ? 
Answer.  No,  sir. 
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Questioth  Or  how  generally  it  is  diffnsed  ? 

Jnewer.  1  think,  judge,  from  the  information  I  have,  that  in  1867  and  1868  it  pre- 
vailed to  a  much  greater  extent  than  it  ever  hae  since. 

Question,  Do  yon  think  it  was  a  political  organization  then  f 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  it  never  was,  in  my  judgment,  apolitical  organization ;  never  was 
intended  to  control  political  elections. 

QuestUm.  Was  one  of  its  purposes,  in  your  estimation,  to  break  down  the  growing 
spirit  of  independence  in  the  negro  brought  around  by  his  enfranchisement  f 

Afisucer.  No.  sir :  it  never  had  any  such  purpose  as  tnat,  from  my  information. 

Question.  How  does  it  happen,  in  your  o])inion,  that  the  victims  of  the  outrages  com- 
mitted by  these  bands  of  men  in  disguise,  in  nine  cases  out  of  ten,  perhaps  ninety-nine 
out  of  a  hundred,  are  negro  men  or  negro  women  f 

Anstver,  I  do  not  know  the  fact  which  you  assume  in  your  (question  to  be  true.  You 
ussunie  that  all  the  outrages,  all  the  murclers  or  whippings  which  have  occurred  among 
the  black  people  by  white  men  or  unknown  parties  are  done  by  Ku-Klux.  I  do  not 
know  that  to  bo  a  fact. 

Question.  That  is  not  the  question  I  put,  or  the  assumption  I  make.  I  inquire  of  you 
how  did  it  happen  that  nine-tenths  of  all  cases  of  scourging  and  murders  by  bands 
of  men  in  disguise  are  inflicted  upon  black  men  and  black  women  f 

Answer.  I  cannot  t«ll  how  it  happens. 

Question.  In\K>int  of  fact,  is  it  not  true  f 

Ans\cer.  Well,  I  think  not,  so  far  as  my  information  extends. 

Question,  Do  you  mean  to  be  understood  by  this  committee  as  saying  that  white 
men,  indiscriminately  with  black  men,  are  the  objects  of  visitation  by  these  men  in 
disguise  f 

Answer.  I  have  stated  to  you,  judge,  that  all  my  knowledge  in  relation  to  these  mat- 
ters is  only  from  information.  I  know  of  but  few  white  men  that  have  been  engaged 
that  have  been  notified  or  controlled  by  the  action  of  these  Ku-Klux. 

Question.  Do  you  know  of  a  single  white  man  in  Noxubee  County  who  has  been  whip- 
ped or  killed  by  these  bands  of  men  in  disguise  f 

Anstver.  I  do  not ;  and  I  know  of  but  one  negro,  and  that  is  upon  information. 

Question,  You  know  of  a  great  many  cases  by  information.  You  have  heard  of  a  great 
many  negroes  whipped  and  killed  by  men  iu  disguise,  have  you  not  f 

Ansicer.  No,  sir ;  1  have  not.  I  have  heard  of  negroes  being  killed,  but  by  whom  they 
were  killed  it  was  not  known.  I  have  heard  of  white  men  being  killed,  but  it  was  not 
known  who  killed  them. 

Question.  You  spoke  of  Mr.  Taliaferro,  and  his  testimony ;  you  have  read  the  testi- 
mony, I  believe  f 

Answer.  Not  all  of  it. 

Question.  What  facts  in  the  testimony  of  Mr.  Taliaferro,  so  far  as  you  have  read  it, 
are  not  true  f 

Answer.  Well,  the  whipping  of  the  negroes  on  the  Willbanks  plantation ;  that  is  not 
true. 

Question.  I'here  was  only  one  slapped  there,  you  say  T 

Answer.  Yes;  that  is  my  information. 

Question,  What  other  fact  stated  by  him  is  not  true  f 

Answer.  The  whipping  of  a  number  of  negroes  on  the  Malone  place.  I  believe  he 
stat^  that  a  great  many  were  whipped  there.  My  understanding  is  that  only  one  was 
whipped,  and  that  was  the  one  having  a  difficulty  with  his  wife. 

Question.  And  Dick  Malone  killed  T 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  and  Dick  Malone  killed.  Some  gentleman  here  stated  that  he  said 
he  w^as  a  planter,  or  farming  on  his  own  account.  That  is  not  true.  I  do  not  remem- 
ber his  testimony  particularly,  but  as  far  as  I  read  it 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 
Question.  He  stated  that  Cogar  was  killed,  and  that  is  not  true.    Is  he  iHive  f 
Anstoer,  That  is  my  Information ;  I  speak  from  information. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Questiqn.  You  spoke  of  black  men  working  your  own  plantation  not  being  influenced 
^y  you  in  the  matter  of  voting.    Were  you  a  slaveholder  before  the  war  f 

Anstver.  I  was  not,  sir. 

Question.  Had  you  any  participation  in  the  war  itself? 

Ansu>er.  I  had,  sir. 

Question.  Which  side  f 

Answer.  I  was  in  the  confederate  service,  sir. 

Question.  What  was  your  rank  1 

Anstcer,  My  rank  was  high  private,  sir,  with  a  mnJjket  on  my  shoulder.  I  will  state 
to  the  committee  that  I  was  mustered  into  the  confederate  service  as  a  first  lieutenant 
^^  infantry.    My  health  being  bad,  I  was  forced  to  resign  from  Virginia  and  come  home, 
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and  organized  a  company  of  cavalry.    My  health  failed  me  Skgam,  and  I  then  becaine 
the  private  secretary  of  Governor  Pettus. 

Question,  You  are  a  native  of  what  State  f 

Answer,  Georgia.  I  remained  with  him,  and  aflber  mj  health  was  restored  the  war 
wa8  goin^  on  pretty  hard,  and  I  became  a  high  private,  and  I  foaght  General  Blair  np 
here  on  the  line  of  this  railroad,  and  we  had  several  bouts  np  there.  He  need  to  mn 
iiie  about  up  there  pretty  sharply. 

QuesUoH.  I  am  happy  to  see  that  yon  are  reconciled  to  each  other, 
ed,  3     ' 


Answer,  If  we  erred,  and  we  certainlv  did  commit  a  great  blunder,  if  not  a  ] 
we  have  paid  very  dearly  for  the  blunder  and  the  sin  we  have  oommitted,  i 
it  every  day. 

Question,  Are  your  people  thoroughly  reconciled  to  negro  sofiiUge  f 

Answer.  1  believe  so. 

Question,  Are  you  f 

Answer,  I  am,  sir.  Mr.  Pendleton  claims  to  be  the  author  of  the  new  departare  doc- 
trine, but  I  am  two  years  ahead  of  him ;  but  for  a  different  reason.  I  proposed  two 
years  ago,  and  still  propose  before  I  die,  to  make  negro  snffn^i^e  sore  to  the  men  of  the 
Isorth,  as  it  was  at  iirst  sore  to  the  men  of  the  Soutli.  That  is  my  feeliag  about  it ;  to 
make  it  a  political  power. 

Question,  My  question  is,  whether  yon  are  heartily  in  favor  of  it,  and  whether  the 
party  you  affiliate  with  is  in  favor  of  it  ?  * 

Answer,  I  cannot  speak  for  the  party,  but  for  myself.  To  say  I  am  heartily  in  favor 
of  it,  I  cannot.    I  taKo  it  as  a  necessity  forced  on  me.    I  accept  it  as  such. 

Question,  To  be  got  rid  of  as  soon  as  you  can  T 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  but  to  use  it  as  a  political  power  to  control  the  destinies  of  this 
country  some  day  or  other. 

Question,  You  hope  that  one  day  the  negroes  will  all  become  democrats  T 

Answer,  I  do  not  know  that  they  will  become  democrats ;  I  think  that  is  hardly 
probable,  but  wo  propose  to  organize  them  in  some  way  on  a  little  better  basis  than 
they  are  now.    Wo  propose  to  control  them. 

Question,  Is  there  an  entire  state  of  harmony  now  between  the  two  races  hecef 

Aiiswer.  So  far  as  I  know  there  is. 

Question,  The  negro  is  happy  and  contented? 

Answer,  I  know  of  no  dissatisfaction. 

Question,  You  do  not  hear  of  any  talk  on  their  part  of  migrating  to  Kansas  or  8<nne 
other  free  Stato  T 

Answer,  No,  sir,  I  do  not.    I  have  never  heard  an  inquiry  of  the  kind. 

Question.  And  have  never  heard  of  disturbed  communities  in  other  parts  of  the  coun- 
try, where  the  negroes  have  become  alarmed,  and  have  abstained  from  voting,  or  have 
bought  their  peace  by  votins  with  the  democratic  party  f 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  I  do  not  Know  of  any  such  thing  as  that. 

Question,  You  have  heard  of  nothing  Uke  that? 

Answer,  Not  that  I  remember.  There  was  a  good  deal  of  talk  some  time  since  aboot 
the  efforts  that  were  being  made  in  Alabama  to  control  the  negro  vote — not  through 
motives  of  fear  or  compulsion— but  in  this  immediate  neighborhood  here  the  negroes 
are  about  four  to  one  to  the  whites,  and  we  have  not  taken,  and  do  not  take  any  part. 
We  have  no  political  excitements  here. 

Question,  You  have  no  motive  to  attempt  coercing  the  negro  vote  in  this  county,  yon 
are  in  such  a  hopeless  minority  f 

Answer,  No ;  so  far  as  I  am  informed,  sir,  I  have  no  desire,  and  the  commooity  hav^ 
no  desire,  to  coerce  or  control  the  negro  vote  by  compulsion. 

Question,  How  do  you  think  it  would  be  in  a  community  where  the  migority  was  so 
small  that  a  little  outside  pressure  might  result  in  a  democratic  ascendency  T  Would 
you  like  to  vouch  for  the  good  conduct  of  your  party  under  such  temptations  f 

Answer,  Certainly,  I  would ;  just  as  quickly  as  I  would  for  the  good  conduct  of  the 
old  democratic  party  or  the  ola  whig  party  in  its  days  of  heated  contests  before  the 
war.  When  party  feeling  runs  high,  and  the  election  is  close,  men  will  resort  to  things 
they  would  not  do  if  there  was  a  hopeless  minority. 

Question,  You  s^ke  of  Loyal  Leagues  among  the  negroes ;  do  you  know  of  any  acts 
of  violence  committed  by  the  negroes  when  that  Lei^o  was  in  ezistenoe,  under  tlM" 
inspiration  of  that  League  or  its  teachings  t 

Answer,  No,  I  do  not  Know  of  any  acts  of  violence  by  them,  except  this :  that  I  hare 
known  them  to  march  through  the  streets  with  arms,  marching  down  the  main  streets 
when  they  were  requested  not  to  do  it ;  at  least  when  it  was  the  desire  of  the  antlH^- 
ties  that  they  should  not  do  it. 

Question,  You  have  seen  the  whites  frequently  marching  with  arms  in  their  hands  f 

Ansiver,  Not  since  the  war. 

Question,  Well,  before  the  war  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Yon  used  to  have  the  military  drills  T 
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Ansiver.  Training  very  little ;  we  had  militaiy  companies. 

Question.  You  had  shoot inp;  matches  ? 

Answer.  Very  seldom  in  this  portion  of  the  country. 

Question.  When  men  assembled  with  arms  in  their  hands? 

Ansicer.  Very  seldom  in  this  part  of  the  country. 

Question.  There  is  no  objection  to  white  men  assembling  with  arms,  whether  singly 
or  iu  bodies?  , 

Anstcer.  The  white  people  have  abstained  from  doing  that,  in  consequence  of  the  po- 
litical condition  of  the  country.  I  do  not  want  you  to  understand  mo  as  saying  that 
the  negroes  appeared  fully  armed.  They  would  have  their  pistols  buckled  by  their 
sides. 

Question,  Is  not  that  a  very  common  practice  of  the  whites? 

Ansicei'.  Yes,  sir;  but  not  in  processions.  Iu  Masonic  processions  I  have  seen  noth- 
^  ing  of  the  kind. 

Question.  Is  it  not  a  common  practice  of  the  young  men  here  to  carry  arms  on  ^heir 
persons  ? 

Answer.  That  is  very  frequently  done. 

Question.  You  never  knew  the  negroes  to  employ  their  arms  in  acts  of  violence  ? 

A)i8ice)\  Yes,  sir;  upon  each  other. 

Question.  But  while  upon  their  processions  ? 

Anstver.  No,  sir ;  I  have  never  been  upou  their  processions. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 
Question.  What  was  done  iu  Artesia  ? 

^N^trer.  He  is  Qskiug  as  to  my  knowledge.  I  can  only  speak  of  that  from  infor- 
mation. 

By  the  Chaiuman  : 

Question.  Yon  spoke  of  the  Ku-Klux  organization  as  having  sprang  up  coutemporar 
iieously  with,  or  shortly  after,  the  organization  by  the  freedmen  commonly  known  as 
the  Loyal  League,  and  as  designed  to  counteract  the  purposes  of  that  Lcaj^ue  ? 

Answer.  No;  not  for  the  purpose  of  counteracting  or  controlling  that  in  any  other 
sense  than  this :  as  having  a  poinf  or  common  center  where  the  white  people  could 
rally  in  case  of  outbreak. 

{Question.  You  understood  the  original  purpose  of  the  Ku-Klux  organization  was  to 
protect  the  whites  iu  it  against  the  Loyal  League  ? 

Answei'.  Against  any  organization  that  offered  to  commit  any  injury  upon  a  white 
person. 

Question.  Did  you  understand  that  their  purpose  was  limited  to  that  object  ? 

Answer.  That  was  my  understanding. 

Question.  Who  did  you  understand  that  from  ? 

Ansirei:  From  the  public  rumor  in  the  community. 

Question.  Did  you  ever  see  or  read  any  of  the  constitutions  of  the  Ku-Klux  Klan  ? 

Answer.  1  never  have. 

Question.  In  the  newspapers  or  any  public  published  testimony  that  has  been  given? 

Anstver,  I  do  not  remember  to  have  read  it  in  the  newspapers. 

Qnrstion.  Did  you  ever  read  the  obligation  that  members  of  that  Klan  are  said  to 
take  upon  themselves  upon  being  initiated? 

Answer.  If  I  have  read  it  I  have  forgotten  it.    I  do  not  remember  that  I  ever  did. 

Question.  Have  you  ever  seen  any  body  of  men  in  disguise  ? 

A.iswer,  Never,  sir. 

Question.  Have  you  ever  consciously  conversed  with  a  member  of  the  Ku-Klux  Klan? 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  I  never  did. 

Quvslion.  Or  Society  of  the  White  Kose,  or  Invisible  Circle,  or  by  whatever  name  or 
debiguatiou  these  men  banded  together  and  disguised  are  known;  have  you  ever 
talked  with  one  of  them,  knowing  him  to  bo  such  ? 

Answer.  I  have  not. 

Question.  Have  you  ever  talked  with  one  who  has  seen  these  men  on  their  parade,  or 
in  their  disguise,  or  in  their  council-rooms? 

Answer.  1  have  never  conversed  with  any  persons,  except  my  brother-in-law,  Mr. 
Willbniiks,  who  saw  them.  He  saw  them  on  the  night  that  they  were  on  his  farm. 
He  is  the  only  one,  except  the  negroes  on  the  place,  and  the  place  adjoining,  where  they 
passed  along  riding. 

Question.  Did  I  understand  you  to  announce  as  a  proposition  that  this  Ku-Klux 
organization  started  up  immediately  on  the  withdrawal  of  the  military  authority  from 
the  South,  as  a  consequence  of  that  withdrawal  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  did  not  make  any  such  statement  as  that.  I  did  not  intend  to  l»e 
BO  understood.  It  was  not  done  in  consequence  of  the  withdrawal  pf  the  military  any 
further  than  as  a  protective  measure,  as  I  understood,  to  the  white  people. 

Question,  Did  you  understand  what  name  they  assumed,  or  were  known  by  ? 
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Anstcer,  Only  from  report,  sir—Ku-Klux—t hat  was  tho 'first  I  ever  heard.  I  licani 
of  the  organization  first  in  Tennessee.  As  well  as  I  remember,  the  first  I  ever  heard  d* 
the  organization  wae  in  East  Tennessee,  in  the  spring  of  1967.  I  was  on  a  visit  there, 
aTid  I  heard  some  mention  made  of  it,  and,  of  coarse,  I  saw  frequent  mention  made  of  it 
in  the  papers. 

Question.  How  many  black  men,  did  I  understand  yon,  have  been  arrestetl  for  a  riot, 
or  some  other  charge,  growing  out  of  this  trouble  between  Farmer  and  a  black  mau .' 

Answer,  I  have  no  statement  that  I  remember  in  relation  to  that.  I  think  there  wcif 
two,  maybe  more,  arrested.  Farmer  was  arrested,  and,  I  think,  there  were  two  black 
men  arrested,  but  they  were  discharged.  I  understood  that  the  white  people  iut<^r- 
ceded  with  the  authorities^  and  stated  that  the  matter  had  been  settled  by  the  coounu- 
nity. 

QvesUon,  So  that  the  whole  thing  was  dropped  ? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir.  Farmer  was  not  prosecuted  for  the  assault  and  battery,  and  the 
colored  people  were  not  prosecuted  for  the  riotous  proceeding  afterwards. 

Question,  You  stated  that  the  blacks  had  threatened  to  bum  the  town.  How  do  you 
knowf 

Answer.  It  was  my  information. 

Question,  Who  told  you  thatf 

Answer.  Mr.  Williams,  who  is  here  in  the  insurance  office. 

QuesUon,  Did  he  say  he  heard  them  make  the  threat  f 

Anstcer.  Yes,  sir.    He  came  here  to  get  men  to  go  to  Brooksville  to  protect  it  (torn 

being  burned.    In  a  conversation  with liim a  meeting  of  citizens  was  called  here  at 

his  request,  and  he  had  an  Interview  wilh  them,  and  wanted  the  young  men  to  go 
up  there  at  once. 

Question.  That  was  the  town  that  was  to  be  burned— Brooksville  ? 

Anstcer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  How  large  a  town  f 

Ansicer,  I  suppose  one  hundred  and  fifty,  or  two  hundred  inhabitants,  black  and 
white. 

Question.  What  did  you  understand  they  were  going  to  burn  the  town  for  f 

Answer,  It  was  general  fury  against  the  white  people. 

Question,  White  people  of  that  town  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  What  had  they  done  to  them? 

Anstver.  They  had  protected  Mr.  Farmer,  taken  him  from  them,  carried  him  ioto 
their  houses,  and  closed  their  houses.  Mr.  Williams,  here  at  Mr.  BaskerviUe's  office, 
was  the  gentleman. 

Question,  Did  I  understand  that  that  affair  at  Brooksville,  the  threatening  demou- 
stration  by  the  blacks,  and  the  threats  made  to  bum  Brooksville,  was  the  cause  of  the 
organization  of  a  countervailing  society  in  that  neighborhood  f 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  I  made  no  such  statement  as  that. 

Question.  You  said  something  about  this  introducing  a  countervailing  society.  I 
understood  you  to  refer  to  that  transaction  f 

Anstcer,  No,  sir;  I  referred  generally  to  these  organized  societies  of  the  colored  ]ieo- 
pie.  I  will  state  this :  that  any  white  man,  be  he  republican  or  what  not,  if  he  kid 
been  in  this  community  at  that  time,  with  the  disparity  of  number  between  the  racit^ 
he  would  have  felt  that  there  was  no  protection  for  him  or  his  family  unless  there  was 
some  organization  in  case  of  an  infuriated  mob  of  colored  people  started. 

Question.  You  spoke  about  the  Artesia  affair.  W^ho  did  you  say  called  for  the  mili- 
tary aid  f 

Answer,  I  understood  that  the  civil  authorities  did. 

Question,  You  understood  that  when  the  troops  came  the  arrests  made  were  of  ne- 
groes? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir,  first;  and  then  afterwards,  that,  by  direction  or  authority  from 
Judge  Hill,  at  Oxford,  the  district  jndge  for  this  State,  they  arrested  the  parties  or  of- 
ficers who  were  engaged  in  arresting  the  negroes. 

Question,  Probably  uecause  the  sheriff  and  his  posse  had  acted  without  any  war- 
rants ;  is  it  not  very  likely  that  that  was  the  case  ? 

Anstcei\  No,  sir;  that  is  not  my  information ;  that  may  be  so,  but  it  is  not  my  io- 
formation. 

Question,  Have  you  any  certain  information  in  regard  to  the  Artesia  affair,  or  does  it 
.ill  rest  on  mere  hearsay  7 

Anstcer,  It  all  rests  upon  information  which  I  derived  first  from  a  negro  wboial 
it)Ktkc  of,  and  second,  from  Dr.  Inabinet,  a  citizen  of  this  county,  who  is  a  member  ot 
the  board  of  supervisors. 

By  Mr.  Rice: 
Qucjttion,  Do  you  think  the  organization  of  the  Ku-Klux  was  made  with  a  view  of 
protecting  the  whites  against  the  blacks'? 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


MISSISSIPPI — SDB-COMMITTEE.  569 

Answer.  I  think  so,  Bir,  alono;  I  thiuk  that  \?as  the  original  pnrpose  of  it. 

Question,  Then  do  you  understaod  that  it  was  hegnn  with  the  co-operation  and  as- 
sent of  the  white  people  generally  in  the  county  1 

Answer.  No,  sir;  I  do  not. 

Question.  Have  the  white  people  of  the  county  all  the  time  been  opposed  to  its  organ- 
ization T 

Answer.  The  majority,  or  a  great  many  of  them,  have — whether  a  majority  have  or 
not,  I  cannot  say,  but  a  great  many  of  them  have  been  opposed  to  this  organization. 
They  preferred  to  appeal  to  the  military  power  of  the  Government  to  give  us  a  garri- 
son for  our  protection  here.  ] 

Qvestion.  Had  there  been  any  acts  on  the  part  of  the  colored  organizations  against 
the  whites  prior  to  the  organization  of  the  Ku-Klux? 

Anstccr.  1  do  not  know,  sir:  when  the  two  societies  were  organized,  I  do  not  remem- 
ber now.  I  never  know  the  date  of  their  organization,  and  I  cannot  tell  what  out- 
rages bad  been  committed  previous  to  the  organization  of  the  Ku-Klux,  or  what  wrong 
had  been  done  to  the  negroes  previous  to  the  organization  of  those  secret  societies  that 
they  had. 

Question,  Prior  to  1870  had  there  been  any  acts  committed  by  the  colored  people 
upon  the  whites  in  the  nature  of  ouo  race  acting  agaiust  the  other? 

Anstoer,  Only  as  I  have  stated,  in  the  little  personal  ditficulties  that  will  sometimes 
occur  between  man  and  man. 

Qu^iion.  No  general  demonstration  f 

Answer.  No,  sir;  no  general  demonstration  until  this  one  made  at  Brooksville. 

Question,  That  was  in  1870? 

Answar.  Yes,  sir ;  in  the  spring  of  1870. 

Question,  Did  you  not  understand  that  the  Ku-Klux  existed  prior  to  that? 

Answer.  I  had  heanl  of  Auch  an  organization  prior  to  that ;  whether  it  was  in  this 
county  then  or  whether  any  organization  eVer  did  have  existence  in  this  county  I  du 
not  know  of  my  own  knowledge. 

Question.  Do  you  understand  whether  a  majority  of  the  white  people  now  sanction 
the  Ku-Klux  or  not? 

Answer.  They  do  not,  in  my  Judgment.  My  opinion,  Senator,  in  relation  to  that  is, 
that  the  better  class  of  both  races  do  not.  I  mean  to  be  understood  of  the  better  class, 
the  thiuking  men  of  both  races.  They  have  long  since  seen  the  folly  of  these  secret 
organizations  for  the  protection  either  of  the  one  race  or  of  the  other.  Indiscreet  young 
men  in  both  races  get  into  these  societies,  and  become  intoxicated,  and  do  things  that 
they  would  not  do  if  they  were  not  in  there.  I  remember  a  little  instance  that 
occurred  with  myself  some  time  in  tho  fall  of  1869.  I  was  coming  in  from  the  east, 
and  within  three  miles  of  the  town  I  met  three  young  negroes,  two  men  and  a  young 
woman.  The  men  seemed  to  be  intoxicated.  I  rode  up,  and,  as  is  my  custom,  spoke  to 
them,  "  Good  evening,  boys,"  and  rode  on,  and  had  got  but  a  little  way  when  one  of 
them  tnrned  arouucT  and  said, ''  By  God,  Tve  wanted  to  kill  a  damned  rebel  a  long 
time."  He  spoke  it  in  rather  an  undertone.  I  turned  to  see  whether  ho  intended  to 
make  a  demonstration,  and  I  saw  the  fellow  was  intoxicated,  and  that  he  had  some  • 
thing  that  I  supposed  to  be  a  white  sash,  such  as  I  saw  the  negroes  wear  on  parades, 
and  1  supposed  he  belonged  to  one  of  the  societies  at  the  time.  There  were  instances 
of  that  kind.  I  came  and  mentioned  it  to  Isham  Stewart,  an  old  negro,  and  told  him 
of  the  young  negro,  and  told  him  I  thought  such  things  as  that  had  better  be  put  down. 
Now,  if  I  had  been  drinking,  and  had  been  a  hot-blooded  young  man,  I  might  have  got; 
up  a  difficulty  very  easily,  and  might  have  taken  the  lives  of  both  of  those  negroes ;  and 
in  that  way  difficulties  occur  by  the  organization  of  these  societies.  For  that  reason  . 
they  have  grown  very  greatly  into  disfavor  among  the  negroes,  and  the  white  people 
are  decidedly  opposed  to  them  as  far  as  I  know—the  older  and  steadier  portion  of  tho 
community,  as  far  as  I  know. 

By  Mr.  Bjlair  : 

Question.  Under  whose  auspices  were  these  Loyal  Leagues  organized  f 

Ansvxr.  As  I  stated,  General  Blair,  we  understood  that  the  societies  were  organized 
as  benevolent  societies,  under  the  name  of  frecdmen's  aid  societies.  That  was  the  first 
organization  that  came  here.  We  had  no  intimation  of  the  political  character  of  tho 
organization  until  we  came  to  vote  upon  the  constitution  in  June,  1863,  and  then  it 
was  brought  to  the  knowledge  of  the  party  opposed  to  the  disfranchising  clause  of  tho 
constitution  that  these  freedmen's  aid  societies  wore  political  organizations,  and  that 
these  parties  were  banded  together  for  the  purpose  ot  "protection.  At  that  time  they 
Were  acting  under  the  auspices  of  the  republican  party. 

Question.  Were  their  leaders  white  men  generally  t 

Answer.  No,  sir;  I  never  saw  a  white  man  in  their  processions.  I  understood  that  a 
white  man  addressed  them,  but  I  do  not  know  that  of  my  own  knowledge. 

Qtiestion.  Is  it  your  information  that  the  organizations  were  completed  or  made  under 
^ho  instructions  of  white  men  1 
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Ansiccr.  Yes,  sir ;  that  was  in  1868,  when  we  came  to  investigate  it.  That  was  tbe 
first  time.  We  had  treated  their  organization  with  a  great  deal  of  kindness,  not  think- 
ing it  political,  hut  purely  henevolent. 

QueMion,  The  hahits  of  sonthem  men,  as  to  their  intercourse  with  negro  women,  have 
been  inquired  into.  I  will  ask  you  the  question  now  if  there  is  any  indispositiou 
among  men  of  northern  birth  who  live  or  sojourn  amongst  yon  to  cohabit  with  negro 
women  t 

Autfwer,  I  know  of  no  difference  between  men  of  northern  birth  and  men  of  soutbcn 
birth  in  that  respect.  We  had  some  northern  men  living  in  our  midst  before  the  war, 
and  my  information  then  waa  that  they  were  like  other  men.  Some  of  them  were 
young  men  that  came  down  South  and  settled.  I  associated  with  them  and  knew  their 
habits.  And  since  the  war,  while  the  United  States  troops  occupied  the  country,  it  was 
our  understanding  that  it  was  a  vast  harvest  for  these  lewd  colored  women.  They 
dressed  very  finely,  and  associated  with  Union  soldiers,  sleeping  with  them.  We  did 
not  regard  it  as  very  remarkable  for  a  soldier  to  be  fond  of  a  woman,  either  black  or 
white ;  since  then  thoy  have  been  as  other  men  are,  so  far  as  I  know.  As  to  those  that 
have  been  here,  T  do  not  know  of  any  particular  instances  that  I  can  mention  now ; 
but  of  my  own  knowledge  of  northern  men,  I  have  never  known  any  difference  in  that 
respect  between  them  and  southern  men. 


Macon,  Mississippi,  Kovemher  7, 187L 
DANIEL  H.  SMITH  (colored)  sworn  and  examined. 
By  the  Chairman  : 

Question,  Where  do  you  live  T 

Answer,  In  beat  number  one,  about  six  miles  from  here,  east  of  this. 

Queatian,  How  long  have  you  lived  in  this  county  of  Noxubee  ? 

Answer.  Ever  since  1866.  I  don*t  remember  in  1866  what  time  I  came  down  from 
Monroe  county. 

(luestion.  Did  you  formerly  live  near  Brooksville  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  but  I  came  down  from  Monroe.  I  lived  near  West  Point  in  Monroe 
County,  in  this  State,  and  from  there  I  came  down  to  near  Brooksville. 

Question,  Did  you  serve  in  the  Federal  Army  during  the  war  ? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  For  how  long  a  time  f 

Answer,  I  ran  away  from  home,  sir,  in  1861,  and  was  enlisted  in  1861. 

Question,  Where  did  you  live  when  you  went  into  the  Army  1 

Answer,  Forty  miles  below  Atlanta,  in  Georgia,  Newton  county. 

Question,  What  regiment  did  ybu  belong  to  f 

Answer,  Forty-fourth  United  States  Colored  Infantry,  under  Colonel  Johnson. 

Question,  ColonelJohnson,  of  Indiana  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  You  served  for  three  years  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Was  it  generally  known  where  you  lived  in  this  county  that  yon  had  been 
in  the  Federal  Army! 

Anstver,  Yes,  sir ;  thoy  inquired  into  it  a  great  deal  and  wanted  to  know  where  I 
came  from,  and  what  I  had  been  doing,  and  I  told  them  I  had  been  a  soldier  in  tbe 
Army. 

Question,  How  did  they  like  that  f 

Answer,  They  didn't  like  it,  sir.  I  was  very  sorry  I  told  them,  after  I  found  it  didn't 
sit  well  on  their  stomach. 

Question,  Have  you  ever  been  attacked  by  disguised  men  1 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  You  may  state  the  particulars  to  the  committee. 

Answer.  After  I  came  here  in  1866,  and  was  near  Brooksville,  a  gentleman  np  there 
named  Elm  tried  to  hire  my  wife,  and  told  me  ho  woAld  give  me  a  school  on  the  place, 
if  I  would  lot  my  wife  go  and  wait  on  him.  W^hen  1  mentioned  it  to  her  she  was  not 
willing  to  go  there.  I  would  not  try  to  force  her  there,  and  he  fell  out  with  me  about 
it.  After  he  fell  out  with  me  about  it,  he  met  me,  and  asked  me  what  sort  of  way  I 
had  done,  and  cursed  me.  I  told  him  I  thought  I  done  my  duty ;  that  my  wife  was  not 
willing  to  go.  He  told  mo  he  generally  made  negroes  like  me  do  as  he  wanted  them 
to  do  ;  he  didn't  ask  no  negro  what  they  did :  he  generally  made  them  do  it ;  and  a 
good  many  words  passed  between  us.  I  told  liim  I  thought  I  had  done  my  dnty.  Hr 
threatened  to  kill  me  a  time  or  two  up  there  if  I  did  not  do  it.  When  I  was  comiog 
from  BrooksvDle  one  night,  I  saw  two  men  up  here  in  the  road  before  me,  with  white 
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Bheets  aroiind  them.  They  lit  off  of  the  horses,  aud  told  me  to  stop.  Thoy  knowed  I 
was  going  to  Brooksville ;  they  always  kuew  it :  for  I  w^as  teachiDg  a  colored  school 
uear  Brooksville,  and  always  went  to  Brooksville  Saturday  evening,  and  sometimes  it 
was  after  night  hefore  I  returned  home.  In  returning  back  I  saw  two  people  with 
sheets  around  them,  and  when  they  ordei-cd  me  to  stop  I  did  so,  and  they  got  down  and 
a^ked  if  that  was  Daniel  Smith.  I  told  them  it  was  not,  it  was  Aleok  Bilnps.  He  was 
u  mau  that  resembles  me  very  much,  and  was  about  my  height,  and,  it  being  dark, 
they  could  not  tell  whether  it  was  me  or  not,  and  I  don't  tSiink  they  had  taken  very 
particular  notice  of  my  featnree  and  face.  They  drew  a  rope  out,  and  said  if  it  had 
been  Daniel  H.  Smith  they  aimed  to  hang  him  with  that  rope  that  night.  Then  they 
went  on  aud  asked  mo  if  I  had  been  a  good  negro  to  my  master  Charley  ;  that  was 
Charley  Sherrod.  I  told  them  I  had  been  very  good  and  obedient  to  him,  aud  got 
away  from  them  that  night  by  telling  them  that  ralsehood.  The  year  after  that,  or  a 
shorter  time  than  a  year,  I  moved  away  from  there  down  here  to  where  I  am  now. 
Aiter  moving  down  here  (I  did  not  teach  school  here  immediatel}^)  I  went  to  Somer- 
villc,  near  the  edge  of  Kemper  County.  While  I  was  up  there  I  was  reading  a  news- 
paper oue  Sunday  morning,  and  a  gentleman  by  the  name  of  John  McDanuall  was 
near.  He  was  cursing  the  northern  people  about  office,  and  said  that  all  they  were  fit 
for  was  to  get  all  the  money  out  of  the  South.  I  told  him  when  southern  men  had 
office  they  got  their  rights  as  much  as  northern  people  did  when  they  obtained  office. 
I  told  him  when  the  southern  people  held  the  offices  they  got  as  much  as  the  northern 
men  out  of  them.  He  told  me  I  was  a  God-damned  liar^  and  not  to  repeat  those  words 
any  more,  but  I  did ;  but  we  did  not  have  any  difficulty  that  time.  About  a  week 
after  that  he  met  me,  with  some  more  men;  it  was  longer  than  that.  He  aimed  to 
meet  me,  but  I  dodged  him.  He  ordered  me  to  stop,  but  I  did  not,  and  he  shot  four 
times  at  me.  I  made  my  escape,  however,  by  takiuj^  the  woods.  I  came  from  there 
down  here,  and  commenced  teaching  school  here.  Smce  I  moved  down  here  last  year, 
there  is  a  man  ont  here  they  call  Jdin  Grant,  asked  me  if  I  knew  what  I  was  doing. 
I  told  him  that  I  did ;  that  I  thought  I  was  attending  to  my  own  business.  He  said 
he  wanted  no  negro  school  anywhere  about  at  all,  aud  was  not  going  to  have  them.  I 
told  bim  that  I  had  ^ot  permission;  that  I  was  teaching  the  township  school ;  and 
that  I  had  got  permission  from  the  committee  of.  the  township,  and  that  it  was  not 
right  for  any  person  to  interfere  with  me,  for  I  was  behaving  myself,  and  making  the 
scholars  behave  themselves,  And  every  person,  black  and  white,  if  they  had  sauced 
him,  or  done  anything,  I  would  lick  them  for  it.  He  said  no,  there  should  be  no 
damned  negro  schools  nohow.  He  told  me  I  had  better  break  up  and  leave,  and  he 
asked  me  when  I  would  leave.  I  told  him  I  expected  to  break  up  on  Christmas;  that 
was  September  last  year  gone.  I  am  farming  now,  not  teaching  school.  He  sent  me 
several  letters  to  leave,  and  finally  a  man  came  up  one  night,  and  told  me  if  I  knew 
what  was  good  for  myself  I  would  not  stay  at  home.  He  was  a  colored  man,  and  told 
me  not  to  stay  at  home  of  nights ;  that  they  would  come  after  me ;  aud  for  three  nights 
after  that  I  did  not  st4y  in  tne  house.  They  did  make  their  visit.  This  colored  man 
that  came  to  my  house  knows  the  height  of  these  men.  I  knew  John  Grant  for  one, 
but  not  the  others. 

Question.  Were  they  disguised  men? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Qucsthn.  How  many  were  there  in  the  body  1 

Jnaicer.  It  looked  like  fifteen  or  twenty. 

Question.  How  long  ago  was  this  f 

Anstcer.  This  September  post. 

Question,  September,  1870  f 

Ansieer,  Yes,  sir ;  a  year  ago. 

Question,  Was  this  in  the  night-timef 

Answh',  Yes,  sir ;  in  the  night  they  appeared. 

Question,  What  kind  of  disguises  did  they  have  on  f 

Anstcer.  They  had  pieces  of  paper  fixed  with  eye-holes  in  them  so  I  could  not  tell 
them  from  any  person  else.  I  had  concluded,  before  the  black  man  came,  to  make  port- 
holes, and  I  had  two  double-barreled  ^ns,  and  I  intended  to  give  them  the  best  I  had. 
1  had  a  large  auger,  and  I  bored  holes  m  different  places  in  the  house,  so  that  I  thought 
I  could  give  them  the  best  I  had. 

Question,  Have  you  lived  in  that  neighborhood  since  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  live  out  there  now ;  but  since  I  farmed  this  year  they  have  not 
inteifered  with  me  in  no  ways  since. 

Question.  This  was  while  you  were  teaching  the.colored  school? 

Anstcer,  Yes,  sir.  # 

Question.  Yon  could  not,  of  course,  identify  these  men  with  certainty  that  were  dis- 
guised ? 

Ansicei'.  No,  sir;  only  one  mau. 

Question,  That  was  Grant  f 

Anstcer,  Yes,  sir ;  he  was  leading  them  ther. 
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Question,  Did  yoa  identify  any  of  these  men  that  fired  on  yoa  in  the  road! 

Answer.  I  know  Mr.  McDannall  \ras  in  the  number. 

Question.  Had  they  disguises  on  ? 

Anstcer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Was  that  in  the  night  time  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  the  moon  was  shining  very  bright. 

Question.  How  largo  a  body  of  men  was  it  ? 

Answer.  There  were  about  four. 

Question.  Those  are  the  only  interruptions  you  have  ever  met  I 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  While  you  were  teaching  school  what  was  the  general  feeling  among  the 
whites  in  relation  to  colored  schools! 

Answer.  It  was  very  bad. 

Question,  Did  anybody  ever  speak  to  you  on  that  subject,  except  Grant  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  several  said  they  didu't  think  any  negro  schools  ought  to  be  taught 
about  there :  others  thought  they  ought. 

Question.  For  what  reason  did  they  object? 

Answer.  The^'  said  it  was  ruining  the  negroes. 

QuestiMi.  Why? 

Answer.  They  said  they  had  always  got  about  enough  education  to  make  them  saucy 
and  mean  and  dissipated. 

Question.  Were  there  more  whites  in  favor  of  the  schools  than  against  them  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  The  majority  was  in  favor  of  colored  schools  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  The  planters  principally  were  for  it,  but  the  loafers  were  not ;  they 
alwavs  endeavored  to  break  it  up ;  I  mean  those  that  had  no  farms,  and  did  not  care 
whether  there  was  anything  or  not. 

Question.  The  good,  substantial  men  of  the  country  were  in  favor  of  it  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  What  is  the  feeling  among  the  whites,  so  far  as  you  have  conversed  xrith 
them  or  heard  an  expression  of  opinion  in  relation  to  colored  suffirage  or  negroes  vot- 
ing? 

Answer.  Well,  sir,  they  do  not  believe  in  it. 

Question.  What  do  they  say  about  it  ? 

Answer.  They  say  that  no  negroes  ought  to  be  allowed  to  vote,  and  they  are  very 
bitter  against  their  voting  or  going  away  from  home  or  having  anything  to  do  with  it 
in  any  way. 

Question.  State  what  instances  of  that  kind  you  know  of? 

Answer.  Out  in  the  part  of  the  county  where  I  live  I  have  known  a  great  many  of 
^  them  to  tell  the  colored  people,  so  as  to  disappoint  them,  that  there  was  no  election— 
that  it  had  all  been  given  over.  A  great  many  ignorant  people  would  think  the  em- 
ployer knew,  and  that  he  told  them  tlie  truth.  They  would  deprive  them  in  that  way 
of  their  votes.  And,  again,  they  would  tell  them  to  take  their  wagons,  and  go  to  sacb  a 
piace,  and  haul  so  and  so  away  from  there.  Thev  would  manage  in  all  such  ways  to  keep 
the  black  people  away.  Since  I  have  been  in  the  State  thoy  came  to  me  and'aske<l  iu« 
when  the  election  w^as,  and  I  would  tell  them.  1  do  not  believe,  sir,  that  the  generality, 
the  majority  of  the  white  people  that  were  around  in  the  neighborhood,  generally  ap- 
preciated me  much  on  account  of  my  being  a  negro.  I  have  heard  them  speak  so  very 
bitterly,  though  I  have  always  behaved  uiyself  to  them  and  been  very  obedient,  and 
never  put  myself  in  the  way  to  create  any  disturbance  in  any  way. 

Question.  Have  you  known  any  other  colored  teachers,  beside  yourself,  who  were  in- 
terfered with  or  molested  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  don't  know  of  any. 

Q,uestion.  Have  you  heard  of  any  colored  school-houses  or  churches  being  bunied  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  In  this  county  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  they  were  not  in  this  county. 

Question.  In  what  county  were  there  ? 

Ansxeer.  They  were  over  in  Pickens  County,  Alabama,  near  Pickensville,  on  the  other 
Bide  of  the  river. 

Question.  That  county  adjoins  Noxubee  County  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  believe  the  Tombigbee  River  divides  them. 

Question.  What  cases  of  burning  of  colored  churches  or  schools  have  yon  heard  of 
over  there  ? 

Ansxcer.  I  have  heard  of  their  burning  s«venil  churches  belonging  to  the  colonel 
people,  and  I  have  seen  colored  people  that  said  they  came  away  to  save  their  lives. 
I  saw  one  man  that  had  the  print  of  the  rope  around  his  neck,  but  did  not  hang  him  dead. 

Question.  What  offense  had  he  given  f 

Answer.  He  said  he  had  not  said  anything  to  them,  and  he  did  not  know  what  was 
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tbo  matter;  he  had  not  hurt  their  feelings.'    They  juat  came  to  his  house  and  called 
him  out  and  seized  him. 

Question,  When  was  this  f 

Jnatver,  Along  last  spring;  I  think  about  May. 

Qu^istion,  That  was  tne  time  he  was  taken  out  and  hung  ? 

Anaiccr.  Yes,  sir ;  they  aimed  to  hang  him,  but  he  got  away.  • 

QtKSiian,  Did  he  tell  you  that  it  was  done  by  the  Ku-Klux  f 

Anstcer,  Yes,  sir ;  he  said  there  were  some  fifteen  or  twenty. 

Question,  He  did  not  know  what  offense  he  had  given  T 

Anatctr,  No,  sir.  I  asked  him  particularly.  I  told  him  that  maybe  he  had  done 
something  to  some  of  them,  or  sauced  some  of  them,  but  he  said  he  had  not. 

Question,  Do  yon  know  of  any  other  cases  in  Pickens  County  ? 

Anstcer,  No,  sir. 

Question.  Have  yon  heard  of  any  other  cases  of  maltreatment  of  people  of  your  color 
in  Noxubee  County  f 

Aimver,  Yes,  sir ;  I  have  heard  of  a  great  many  people  that  said  they  had  been 
whipped,  that  I  have  seen. 

Questioit.  State  the  names. 

Answer,  I  don't  know  them.  I  saw  them  in  passing,  coming  here  for  protection. 
They  were  making  this  way,  and,  finally,  when  I  came  here,  they  had  not  been  this 
way ;  they  had  either  gone  by  or  taken  some  other  notion.  They  were  strangers  to 
me. 

Question,  How  many  of  them  told  you  they  had  been  whi][)ped  T 

Answer,  Three  or  four.    They  told  me  they  were  whipped  in  this  county. 

Question.  ByKu-Kluxf 

Answet\  Yes,  sir :  by  dis^ised  people ;  they  did  not  know  them. 

Question.  Was  all  that  within  a  year  past  f 

Answer.  Y'es,  sir.  There  was  a  colored  man  last  fall  came  up  this  way  from  Perley 
one  evening.-  I  asked  him  what  was  the  matter.  He  said  the  Ku-Rlux  went  for  him 
at  his  hunso.  I  aaked  him  what  caused  it.  He  said  he  rented  some  land,  and  Jiad 
right  smart  stock  around  him,  and  they  came  after  him  and  shot  at  him  and  cleared 
bis  family  out,  and  when  he  went  back  his  things  were  all  thrown  out  of  doors.  I  be- 
lieve one  man  that  was  in  it  come  and  persuaded  him  back,  and  told  him  that  if  he 
would  come  back  it  would  be  all  right ;  and,  I  believe  he  is  living  there  now. 

Question,  Have  you  received  any  Ku-Klux  lettera  ? 

An8v:ei\  Yes,  sir. 

Questiofi,  You  read  and  write,  being  a  teacher  Y 

Anstcei;  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  How  were  they  signed  ? 

Anstver.  There  is  no  signature  to  them. 

Question.  Were  there  any  marks  or  pictures  in  the  letter? 

Anstcer,  Yes,  sir. 

Questi&n,  What? 

Anstver.  Like  a  skeleton,  or  something  of  the  sort,  and  telling  me  to  leave  at  such  a 
time,  and  if  I  was  not  gone  what  would  become  of  me.  I  got  hold  of  a  letter  belong- 
ing to  this  gentleman,  Mr.  Grant,  that  they  said  was  his  letter,  and  compared  them 
together,  and  they  were  the  same  handwriting ;  there  were  precisely  alike. 

Question.  How  was  it  signed  ? 

Anstcer.  With  three  K's,  it  was  signed  "  K.  K.  K." 

Question,  Was  there  any  picture  of  a  coflin  on  it  ? 

Anstcer,  No,  sir ;  only  a  skeleton. 

Qttestion,  How  many  such  letters  did  you  receive  ? 

Anstcer.  A  couple. 

Question.  Through  the  post-office  ? 

Anstcer.  No,  sir ;  they  were  conveyed  to  me  by  strange  black  people  every  time,  peo- 
ple I  did  not  know  any^iing  about.  I  asked  where  they  got  them.  One  of  them 
w^ent  far  enough  to  tell  me  that  Mr.  Grant  handed  him  that  note. 

Question.  Do  you  know  any  cases  of  colored  i)eox>le  being  killed  in  Noxubee  County 
by  men  in  disguise  ? 

Anstcer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Have  you  heard  of  such  cases  ? 

Anstcer.  Yes,  sir;  in  the  course  of  a  year  or  two  back  I  have  heard  of  a  good  many, 
but  not  of  late.  This  man  Jerry  Brown  was  killed  over  here,  and  Ram  May  ui>  here, 
and  this  man  in  Bigbee  Valley— I  don't  know  whether  they  were  disguised  men  or 
whether  it  was  the  man  that  had  him  in  charge. 

Question.  What  was  his  name  ? 

Anstcer.  I  don't  know. 

Question.  Wa«  it  the  son  of  Ellen  Grayson  ? 

Answer.  I  don't  know  whose  son  he  was. 

Question.  It  was  the  one  who  was  pnt  in  charge  of  a  constable,  and  kept  in  an  out- 
house? 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


574         CONDITION   OP   AFFAIRS   IN   THE   SOUTHERN   STATES. 

Annccr,  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Is  it  supposed  that  that  was  bis  body  which  was  found  in  the  Bigbf^e 
River f 

Answer,  Tes,  sir;  I  saw  his  mother  at  a  meeting  afterwards,  and  she  told  me  th&t 
she  had  compared  the  pants  he  had  on  with  a  piece  of  the  staff  she  had  at  home,  and 
it  was  from  the  same  pieoe  of  cloth.    She  said  it  was  her  own  child. 

Question,  Yon  heard  that  from  her  T 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  from  her  lips ;  she  was  satisfied  it  was  her  son. 

Question.  This  body  was  found  three  or  four  miles  from  where  he  had  lived  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Has  any  one  been  taken  np  for  his  murder,  that  yon  know  of  f 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question. .  You  have  spoken  of  several  whippings,  and  some  murders.  Have  you  evt-r 
known  of  any  white  people  to  be  taken  up  and  punished  for  these  offenses  f 

Ansiver.  No,  sir;  none  have  been  punished  in  this  county.  That  is  one  reason  why  I 
never  reported :  I  knew  it  would  do  no  good. 

Question.  Is  that  the  general  feeling  among  the  colored  people — ^that  it  is  useless  to 
report  these  offenses  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  That  the  courts  will  not  render  them  any  protection  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  they  just  take  these  men  np  and  turn  them  loose,  and  if  they  ever 
threaten  them,  then  they  will  kill  them  sure  enough. 

Question.  How  is  it  when  the  colored  people  commit  offenses ;  are  the  courts  swift 
enough  to  find  them  out  and  punish  them  T 

Answer.  Yes,  sir  ;  they  generally  do.  I  believe  all  that  commit  any  crime  in  tLi<i 
county,  they  know  them,  and  brine  them  to  the  bar,  and  try  them. 

Question.  But  do  you  not  know  of  any  whites  that  have  been  pnnished  for  inflicting 
these  outrages  on  the  colored  people  f 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  they  generally  pay  $40  or  8oO,  and  get  off  in  that  way. 

Question.  Do  the  colored  people  feel  themselves  secure  or  insecure  under  this  coali- 
tion of  things  T 

Answer.  They  feel  insecure  every  day. 

Question.  Have  you  heard  any  talk  among  them  about  emigrating  to  another  coun- 
try— Kansas,  or  some  froc  State — where  they  would  be  protected  f 

Answer.  They  wish  that ;  that  is  the  general  feeling  among  the  m^jo^ity  of  the  col- 
ored i)eop!e. 

Question.  Do  the  white  people  here  favor  the  colored  people  buying  lands  and  hav- 
ing homes  ? 

Austver.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Do  they  throw  obstacles  in  their  way  T 

Answer.  Yes,  sir*;  they  object  to  it. 

Question.  What  do  you  know  or  suppose  to  be  their  reason  1 

Answer.  Their  reason  for  objecting  is,  they  say  that  if  you  suffer  the  colored  people 
here  to  own  land  they  cannot  get  any  laborers  then,  for  where  a  colored  man 
owns  a  piece  of  land,  as  many  as  can  do  so  will  go  to  their  own  land,  and  that  will 
defeat  ttiem  from  getting  labor. 

Question.  So  that  the  white  owners  of  the  soil  yon  think  are  generally  opposed  to 
your  people  becoming  owm^rs  of  land  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  or  stock  in  any  way ;  they  don't  believe  in  that.  I  have  known  a 
great  many  that  have  lost  their  stock.  Sometimes  the  employers  wonld  go  out  and 
shoot  the  stock  down,  if  they  found  them  in  the  wrong  place.  They  did  not  tell  them 
who  killed  them.  The  thing  tells  itself,  that  they  don't  want  them  to  own  stock,  '^r 
they  would  not  kill  them.  I  have  always  thought  it  right  where  a  man  has  coloivl 
people,  and  the  colored  people  are  raising  stock,  that  he  ought  to  let  the  colore<l  man 
have  some  place  to  keep  his  stock.  He  cannot  prepare  it,  unless  he  gives  him  the  priv- 
ilege of  splitting  rails,  and  putting  up  fences,  and  if  ho  is  cutting  timber,  of  conrse  he 
cannot  do  that. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 

Question.  Was  your  school  broken  up  after  this  warning  f 

Answer.  No,  sir;  nobody  came  to  interfere  with  it,  but  the  colored  people  com- 
menced {jcrsnading  me  to  quit.  They  said  I  bad  better,  as  they  thought  somelvMiy 
wonld  come  and  scare  the  children  to  death,  and  kill  them,  and  me,  maybe. 

Qufistion,  You  were  teaching  a  public  school  ? 

Answer.  Yes.  sir;  a  public  school.  I  generally  got  money  from  the  GovemiiMfut, 
through  H.  R.  Pease,  of  Vicksburgh. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 
Question.  You  got  money  from  Pease  for  what  f 
Answer.  For  teaching  school. 
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By  Mr.  Buckley  : 

Question.  He  is  your  State  enperintendent  of  education,  is  ho  not? 

Jn»wer.  Yes,  sir }  whenever  I  made  out  a  report  of  the  school,  regularly,  every  month, 
I  always  got  |:20  a  month,  and  the  colored  people  helped  some  in  regard  to  living.  This 
is  my  tirst  year  of  my  life  in  farming.  I  never  have  been  able  to  farm  before,  since  I 
was  discharged  from  the  service. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question,  Where  does  this  McDannall  live  that  yon  say  fired  on  yon  f 

Jnswer,  About  fourteen  or  fifteen  miles  from  here,  near  a  factory  up  here ;  I  don't 
kuow  whose  factory  they  call  it. 

Question,  In  what  part  of  the  county  is  it  f 

Austcer,  It  is  near  the  line  of  Noxubee  and  Kemper,  and  near  the  line  of  Winston, 
too. 

Question,  t'on  say  yon  knew  that  Grant  was  in  the  crowd  that  came  to  you  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Where  does  he  live  f 

Answer.  About  nine  or  ten  miles  below  me. 

Question,  Who  is  the  colored  man  that  told  you  that  they  were  coming  f 

Answer.  A  man  that  lives  at  Mr.  Stewart^s,  by  the  name  of  Wesley ;  he  calls  himself 
Wesley ;  they  tell  me  that  is  not  his  name. 

Question,  Wesley  what  f 

Anstcer,  Wesley  Stewart. 

Question,  He  lives  at  what  Stewart's  f 

Ansteei\  The  Widow  Stewart,  now.  Dr.  Stewart  died  a  year  or  two  ago,  and  left  his 
widow. 

Question,  In  what  county  is  Somerville  f 

Answer,  In  this  county,  Noxubee. 

Question,  In  what  part  of  the  county  f 

Ansteer,  I  call  it  the  southwest  part  of  the  county;  what  beat  it  is  I  don't 
know. 

Question,  What  was  the  name  of  the  man  that  yon  got  into  a  quarrel  with,  and  who 
afterwards  shot  at  yon  ? 

Answer,  Mr.  John  McDannalL 

Question,  Who  w^ere  these  parties  who  met  you  on  the  road  and  asked  yon  what 
your  name  was,  and  to  whom  you  gave  the  name  of  Aleck  Billips  ? 

Answer.  William  Elm,  and  Mr.  Brooks— Brooks  was  his  partner.  I  knew  them  both 
very  well.    Hardin  Brooks  was  his  name,  if  I  mistake  not. 

Question,  Had  you  ever  seen  those  men  before  that  time  f 

Anstcer,  O,  yes,  sir;  frequently. 

Question,  Then  of  course  they  had  seen  you  and  knew  you  f 

A7istD€r,  Yes,  sir ;  they  had  seen  me* 

Question,  How  happened  it  that  they  did  not  know  yon  at  that  time  T 

Answer,  Because  they  had  not  taken  any  particular  notice  of  me  at  all. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 
Question,  Was  it  in  the  night-time  that  you  met  them  7 

Answei;  Yes,  sir  ;  it  was  not  in  the  day-time  ;  it  was  in  the  night-time.  I  was  not 
very  far  from  their  honses—abont  a  quarter  of  a  mile. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question,  Whose  house  f 

Answer.  From  Mr.  Elm's  house,  and  Hardin  Brooks's  house.  In  a  short  while  after 
that,  as  near  as  I  recollect,  they  tied  a  colored  man  up  there,  and  whipped  him  terri- 
bly.   He  used  to  belong  to  one  of  them. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question,  What  was  his  name  T 

Answer,  I  have  forgotten  his  name;  ho  was  a  carpenter.  He  works  here  in  town 
now,  I  think. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 
Question,  These  same  men  whipped  him  ? 
Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  they  tied  him,  and  whipped  him  with  a  rope. 
Question,  How  far  is  that  from  here  ? 
Answer,  About  ten  miles  from  here,  as  nigh  as  I  can  come. 
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GEORGE  W.  CAMPBELL  sworn  and  examineil. 

The  Chairman.  As  this  witness  is  called  by  the  minority,  General  Blair  will  plcaw 
examine  him. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 
QuestUm,  State  vonr  residence  and  business. 

Ansvoer,  Shnqualak,  Noxabee  County,  Mississippi ;  I  am  a  farmer  now ;  I  nsed  to  be 
a  mechanic. 
QtieHon,  Ton  are  a  magistrate  f 
Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

5 Question,  Did  yon  act  as  coroner  in  the  case  of  a  man  named  Bully  Jack,  that  was 
edf 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Did  you  take  the  testimony  in  that  case  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  What  was  the  testimony  in  regard  to  the  manner  in  which  he  came  to  hi;* 
death  f 

Answer,  Well,  sir,  as  well  as  I  recollect,  his  wife  testified  that  about  9  o'clock  some 
men  came  near  her  door  and  hailed ;  she  said  she  recognized  the  voice  as  that  of  Mr. 
Glass,  who  lived  in  the  neighborhood.  He  hailed  nrobably  a  second  or  third  time,  aixl 
she  got  up  and  wont  out ;  sue  still  thought  it  was  Mr.  Glass.  On  drawing  near  to  liim 
she  said  she  discovered  tnat  ho  was  a  small,  slim  man.  That  seemed  to  me  to  settU' 
the  question  with  her  about  its  being  Glass,  because  Glass  is  a  large  man,  six  feet  hi<;b, 
and  weighs  a  hundred  and  eighty  pounds.  He  then  told  her  his  wagon  was  broken 
down  out  there,  and  wanted  help  to  put  the  wheel  on,  or  something  of  the  sort,  uud 
asked  if  there  was  a  man  about  toe  place ;  she  told  him  yes,  and  waKcd  her  hnsbniMl 
up,  and  the  men  and  her  husband  went  out  to  the  wagon,  or  where  he  pretended  it  was 
She  said  she  felt  uneasy,  and  went  along  a  little  piece,  but  stopped ;  she  pretty  souit 
heard  her  husband  holler,  as  though  ho  was  hurt,  and  then  heanl  them  nmning,  aiwl 
then  heard  the  pistols  fire,  and  she  commenced  hollowing  and  alarmed  all  on  the  place, 
or  in  the  neighborhood.    On  going  out  there  they  found  her  husband  dead. 

Question,  Was  Glass  arrested? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Was  he  tried  before  you  ? 

Answer,  Ho  was  tried ;  yes,  sir.    I  was  ono  of  three  magistrates  that  sat  here. 

Question,  In  a  preliminary  trial  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  What  was  the  result  of  that  trial  t 

Answer,  Well,  there  was  no '  evidence  to  hold  him  to  bail ;  there  was  no  evidence 
against  him  excei)t  that  much,  and  she  swore  the  same  thing  before  the  jury  of  inquest 
as  before  the  magistrate's  court. 

Question,  Was  there  any  other  evidence  exonerating  him  f 

Answer,  I  do  not  remember ;  there  was  other  evidence.  There  was  a  white  man  by 
the  name  of  Lee,  that  this  man  was  working  with  all  day  together.  Lee  testified  that 
they  worked  all  day  together,  ate  supper  together,  and  went  to  bed  together,  and  slept 
all  night  together.  So  Lee  testified  as  to  Glass.  A  colored  man,  a  brother-in-bw  of 
Bully  Jack,  was  arrested  and  tried  also.  There  was  no  evidence  against  him  at  all ; 
not  one  shadow  of  evidence  against  him,  that  I  considered  evidence. 

Question,  Was  he  discharged  also  f 

Ans^oer,  Yes,  sir ;  he  was  discharged. 

Question,  What  was  Jack's  character  ? 

Answer,  Well,  when  a  slave,  he  was  notorious  as  a  worker,  and  a  powerful  physical 
man,  a  great  foot-racer,  and  an  uncommon  good  worker,  but,  like  the  most  of  his  nice, 
he  was  considered  treacherous ;  that  was  while  he  was  a  slave.  I  know  him  well 
during  the  time  he  was  a  slave ;  but  after  the  surrender  he  moved  away,  fairther  doi^n 
the  country  from  me,  and  I  did  not  know  so  much  about  him.  Somo  time  since  the 
surrender  there  was  a  negro  preacher,  named  Sturks,  cropped  with  somo  man  name<l 
John  Aust.  They  cropped  on  shares.  Sturks  went  there  without  anything,  and  bail 
to  bo  furnished  with  everything,  and  on  settlement  it  was  a  poor  crop,  and  there  \vd> 
very  little  coming  to  him,  and  he  was  dissatisfied,  and  came  to  me  and  showed  me  hi-^ 
contract,  and  told  me  how  everything  had  run,  and  that  Anst  had  swindled  him  out  <>:' 
everything.  I  added  up  his  expenses,  and  showed  him  that  it  was  imiMMsiblc  that 
there  should  be  anything  coming  to  him,  under  the  circnmstances.  That  much  I  kuuv* : 
the  balance  is  hearsay.    Shall  I  tell  that  ? 

Question,  Tell  it  if  you  believe  it. 

Atmccr,  I  know  it  is  true,  as  well  as  I  know  General  Washington  foiigfct 
the  buttles  of  the  Revolution.  I  know  it  by  hearing  it.  After  that,  this  Bully  Jack 
was  a  sort  of  a  leading  man  in  the  neighborhood,  and  formed  himself  into  a  coot^ 
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or  a  Judge  of  a  eoart,  luad  held  negro  courts  about.  I  know  that,  because  he  came 
to  me  several  times — I  was  an  acting  magistrate — to  know  what  was  the  law  on  certain 
subjects.  I  did  not  know  then  that  he  was  holding  courts.  Afterward  I  found  out 
that  he  was  holding  court,  and  that  he  gave  Judgment  against  Aust  for  so  much  com 
that  Aust  had  in  his  crib.  Aust  went  from  home  one  day,  and  Bully  Jack  issued  an 
order  that  the  injured  man,  Sturks,  should  take  with  him  two  or  three  other  men  and 
go  and  take  his  com,  which  he  thought  he  was  entitled  to ;  which  they  did.  When 
they  got  the  com  into  the  wagon  and  drove  out,  they  fired  off  their  guns  and  hallooed 
hurran  for  freedom,  &c.  They  were  arrested,  all  but  Sturks,  and  brought  here  and  im- 
prisoned and  fined.  Sturks  made  his  escape.  That  thing  was  against  Bully  Jack ;  he 
was  back  in  the  dark ;  he  was  not  known  or  arrested  in  the  affair,  but  he  was  the  man 
that  held  the  court  and  gave  the  judgment.  They  were  all  arrested  and  brought  here 
and  tried  and  punished,  according  to  their  crime,  I  suppose,  except  Sturks,  who  made 
his  escape  to  Tennessee,  and  is  there  yet.  He  was  said  to  be  a  loading  man  down  there; 
white  and  black  were  telliuff  me  of  it  frequently.  Some  man  came  to  me  for  redress, 
and  said  Bully  Jack  had  held  a  court  and  iriven  judgment  against  him  for  (10  for  get- 
ting his  daughter  big,  and  he  wanted  to  Know  if  he  would  be  forced  to  pay  the  $10. 
There  was  a  number  of  such  things:  it  was  common;  all  such  tricks  as  that  were 
going  on.  Tbat  is  all  I  know  against  Bully  Jack.  If  people  had  an  v thing  against  him 
that  was  it.  A  good  many  blacks  were  opposed  to  him,  and  he  had  some  enemies 
among  the  white  people.  Another  thing,  a  man  named  Jenkins,  in  the  neighborhood, 
was  said  to  have  killed  a  black  man.  I lield  an  inquest  over  him ;  there  was  no  pos- 
itive proof  against  Jenkins ;  not  enough  to  bold  him.  Jenkins  was  absent,  I  think, 
about  the  time  of  court,  and  when  he  came  back  some  black  men  told  him  Bully  Jack 
had  been  trying  to  get  up  evidence  to  try  to  convict  him.  That  was  testified  to  before 
our  magistrate's  court  here.  I  do  not  remember  anything  else  about  it.  You  asked 
about  the  character  of  Bully  Jack ;  that's  about  the  character  I  know  of  him. 

Questimi.  Did  this  man  Jenkins  and  Bully  Jack  have  an  explanation  of  that  matter  ? 

An9icer,  1  do  not  know  whether  they  over  did  or  not.  The  witness  swore  before  our 
court  of  investigation  here  that  he  was  riding  behind  one  Glass  and  Cy.  Jenkins,  and 
Glass  told  him  Bully  Jack  had  been  trying  to  get  up  evidence  to  report  him  to  the 
£rand  jury,  and  Jenkins  observed  that  he  was  sorry  he  was  not  here ;  that  he  would 
have  helped  him  to  report. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

QueMion.  What  was  the  name  of  the  colored  man  Jenkins  was  said  to  have  killed  T 

Answer.  Lewis  Jordan. 

Question,  When  was  that? 

Ansicer.  That  wus  about  1866 ;  papers  on  the  record  here  will  show ;  they  were  all 
returned  to  the  court.  The  negro  was  found  about  a  mile  and  a  half  from  my  house 
with  his  throat  cut.  I,  among  others,  was  summoned  to  examine  into  the  case. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question.  What  was  the  testimony  of  Bully  Jack's  brother-in-law,  the  negro,  in  refer- 
ence to  Jack's  character  for  turbulence  and  violence  f 

Anstver.  1  can't  tell.  Let  me  see.  I  think  he  swore  before  the  ma^strate's  court 
and  the  Juiy  o/  inquest  that  he  had  told  Jack  repeatedly  that  if  he  didn't  quit  med- 
dling with  white  folks'  business,  he  wouldn't  give  a  chaw  of  tobacco,  or  something  of 
the  sort,  for  his  life.  Bully  Jack's  wife  testified  that  Bully  Jack  and  John  Hill,  his 
brother-in-law,  would  get  ^frunk  and  quarrel,  but  that  they  were  good  friends ;  that  one 
never  had  anything  but  what  the  other  could  get  it ;  that  they  were  not  at  enmity 
at  all.  There  was  an  attempt  to  show  that  probably  John  Hill  was  instrumental  in  his 
death,  but  there  was  no  evidence  to  that  efl'ect  at  all ;  no  evidence  upon  it  in  that  direc- 
tion, according  to  my  judgment. 

Question.  Was  there  a  spur  found  on  the  ground  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  When  I  was  sent  for  I  went  down  there.  They  had  picked  up  a 
spur  near  the  corpse,  or  between  where  the  tussle  commenced  and  where  the  corpse 
lay.  It  was  a  spur  that  seemed  to  have  been  slung  off  of  a  man's  foot  in  running ;  it 
was  the  smallest  spur,  I  believe,  I  ever  saw  to  go  on  anybody's  foot.  I  tried  it  on,  I 
reckon,  a  dozen  feet,  and  I  never  saw  one  yet  it  could  go  on. 

QwMion.  Did  you  ever  say  to  any  one  that  yon  knew  the  man  whose  foot  you  could 
go  and  put  tbat  spur  on  T  ' 

AnsKir.  I  probably  did ;  I  think  I  did ;  I  have  probably  said  it  several  times,  that  I 
knew  one  man  that  I  believed  the  spur  would  go  on  his  foot,  and  that  I  could  put  it  on. 

Question.  Did  you  mean  to  intimate  by  that  remark  that  he  was  the  guilty  man  T 

Answer.  No,  sir;  I  had  no  idea  that  he  bad  anything  to  do  with  it  at  all.  I  have  ob- 
served that  several  times.  Dr.  Mosely  lives  below  us,  a  nice,  modest,  unassuming  gen- 
tleman. I  observed  his  foot  afterward,  and  I  have  thrown  it  up  to  him  in  a  joking 
way  several  times :  **  You  are  the  man  that  killed  Bully  Jack ;  you  threw  that  spur  on 
of  your  foot  there ;"  and  he  would  pass  it  off  by  saying,  '^  Why  don't  they  have  me  up  f  " 
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and  BO  on.  He  has  »  very  small  foot,  and  I  think  his  is  the  only  foot  that  I  ever  saw 
that  that  spur  would  go  on,  though  I  never  tried  it :  I  have  tried  it  on  several.  I  never 
intended  to  convey  tmit  idea,  if  it  has  been  taken  tnat  way — ^that  I  knew  the  foot  that 
it  came  off  of.  I  may  have  said  j  ust  as  I  did  to  Dr.  Moeely.  A  long  time  after  the  thinf 
occurred  I  carried  the  spur  in  my  pocket,  and  when  I  saw  a  man  with  a  little  foot  I 
often  spoke  of  it ;  and  one  object  that  I  had  in  view  was,  t^at  the  people  might  think  of 
it.  I  thought  something  might  be  stirred  up  by  that,  and  I  might  get  the  people  in 
the  community  who  were  opposed  to  snch  things  to  thinking  about  it,  and  to  dis- 
cover some  man  that  probablv  coold  wear  the  spar. 

Question.  Were  the  party  who  killed  Bully  Jack  in  diagnise  f 

Amujct.  Tbe  woman  said  not ;  she  said  the  man  she  saw  was  not  in  disgnise,  and  I  do 
not  remember  that  any  other  was  seen. 

Qu£8tion,  Her  description  of  that  man  was  entirrty  diffisrent  from  the  mui  she 
named? 

Antwer,  Different  from  the  man  whose  voice  sbe  thought  she  recognized.  She  savs, 
'*  I  thought  it  was  Massa  Ebby  Glass."  He  lives  near.  She  said  he  hallooed,  nni  I 
thought  it  was  him ;  but  when  I  got  out  the  fiaot  that  it  was  a  small,  slim  man,  I  saw 
that  that  was  a  mistake. 

ByMr.  Bicb: 
Que9tion,  Was  he  a  white  man  f 
Awwer,  Yes,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question,  Were  the  footsteps  of  the  party  examined  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  verj'  carefully.  I  saw  there  had  been  fonr  of  them,  and  fonr  hofraos. 
One  of  them  wore  a  large  shoe,  making  quite  a  large  track — about  No.  10 — and  two 
made  as  small  tracks  as  you  ever  saw  men  make.  One  was  about  a  No.  5,  or  hardly 
five,  and  the  other  less  than  six,  and  the  smallest  track  had  pursued  Bully  Jack.  Jack 
was  a  £[reat  runner.  When  they  seized  him  he  dislocated  both  arms  in  extricating 
himself.  He  was  a  powerful  physical  man.  When  he  got  loose  he  started  to  run,  and 
the  man  that  caught  up  close  enough  to  shoot  him  down  must  have  been  an  uncommon 
runner  on  foot.  His  step  waa  very  small.  John  T.  Mosely  and  myself  measured  his 
steps ;  he  must  have  been  running  very  fast  when  he  overhauled  him  and  shot  him. 

Question,  What  was  the  fourth  track  f 

Answer,  That  was  the  smallest  track. 

Question,  You  have  described  two  of  them  as  being  quite  small,  and  another  quite 
larffef 

Answer,  Yes,  sir,  and  another  one  that  we  saw  rather  indistinctly.  I  think  probably 
Le  held  the  horses :  that  was  our  conclusion  at  the  time.  I  saw  some  tracks  tiiera 
which  looked  like  Ma  f  or  No.  8  tracks,  but  I  could  not  say  distinctly.  Evidently, one 
man  was  holding  the  horses,  while  the  others  did  the  mischief. 

Question,  There  has  been  no  clew  found  to  this  matter  f 

Answer,  "There  never  has  been  anything  definite.  There  was  a  black  man  camefrom 
Gainesville,  Alabama,  told  me  that  a  white  man  told  him  that  he  knew  that  mominff 
two  hours  before  day  that  Bully  Jack  was  dead ;  and  he  lived  in  Warsaw,  Alabama.  I 
saw  the  white  man  afterward.  The  way  I  came  to  see  him  and  the  negro  is,  I  am  a 
land  agent  for  a  land  speculator  who  lives  in  Gainesville,  and  he  frequently  sends  men 
there  on  business,  and  these  men  were  both  there  on  Lewis's  business.  He  told  me  it 
was  well  known  in  Warsaw  that  day  before  day  that  Bully  Jack  was  killed. 

By  the  Chairman: 
Question,  Where  is  Warsaw  f 
Answer,  On  Bigby  River,  in  Sumter  County,  Alabama. 

By  Bfr.  Buckley  : 
Question,  How  far  is  that  from  the  place  where  Bully  Jack  was  killed  f 
Answer,  It  was  about  eighteen  miles.  A  day  or  two  after  that  thing  occurred  I  was 
surveying  down  in  the  neighborhood  where  it  occurred,  and  my  attention  was  called 
to  a  place  wiiero  men  had  eaten  and  fed  horses,  in  another  man's  field,  about  half  a 
mile  irom  where  Bally  Jack  was  killed.  My  impression  was  that  that  was  the  party, 
and  that  they  had  eaten  their  supper  there  and  fed  their  horses  before  they  went  up 
and  committed  the  murder.  There  was  a  sign  where  four  horses  had  been  tied  and 
fed,  and  then  there  was  a  sardine  box  or  two  thrown  around,  and  two  flasks  thrown 
down  that  looked  like  they  had  had  spirits  in  them,  sind  some  Uttle  crusts  of  bread  and 
other  little  signs  of  parties  having  stopped  there;  and  the  pxurty  owning  the  field  said 
that  sign  was  not  there  the  day  before  Bully  Jack  was  killed ;  that  two  days  aflerwani 
he  found  it.    He  called  my  attention  to  it. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 
Question,  Was  any  effort  made  to  follow  the  tracks  of  the  hoisesf 
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Atmoer.  It  was  a  yeiy  dry  time,  the  let  day  of  September,  1870,  and  I  told  the  darkeys 
if  thoy  could  do  anything  at  tracking  to  track.  They  tracked  aronnd  a  great  deal, 
and  'thought  they  diMOvered  where  tracks  were  going  in  certain  directions,  and  they 
said  they  fonnd  some  mole-tracks  and  some  hors^traoks,  but  I  didn't  think  there  was 
any  contidence  to  he  placed  in  it,  beoaase  there  had  not  been  a  drop  of  rain  for  weeks, 
and  there  were  a  great  many  horses  passing.  I  noticed  one  large  mnle-track  and  throe 
horses'  tracks  at  the  place.  I  hunted  and  worked  and  fretted  abont  it ;  I  did  every- 
thinc  in  my  power  to  get  a  clew  to  it.  but  never  could  work  a  stop  onward.    The  peo- 

Ele  tnere  suspected  me  of  infidelity  in  the  affair,  and  they  re-arrested  the  parties  and 
rough t  them  here.  I  came  here,  and  the  magistrates  of  Macon  asked  me  to  sit  with 
them  here,  and  the  very  same  thing  was  gone  over  here  as  before  the  Jury  of  inquest — 
in  fact  it  was  tried  a  third  time  after  my  examination ;  there  were  two  colored  men 
dissatisAed,  and  they  had  the  parties  arrested,  and  tried  them  all  in  Shnqualak.  and 
then  they  thought  there  was  something  could  be  done  if  they  would  get  them  nere, 
and  they  had  them  arrested,  and  they  tried  them  here,  and  it  was  left  Just  where  I 
left  it  at  the  corpse ;  not  one  thing  was  found  out.  My  impression  is  that  the  reason 
why  nothing  else  was  found  out  was  because  nobody  knew  anything.  The  parties  that 
did  it  1  am  satisfied  came  from  Alabama,  and  returned  to  Alabama  that  night.  Fi'om 
all  the  signs  that  was  ray  impression,  and  the  conclusion  of  everybo<ly  in  the  neigh- 
borhood. There  were  several  discreet,  tensible  men  looked  at/  everything  in  it,  and 
that  was  their  conclusion. 

Qu€sti4m,  What  has  been  the  general  condition  of  the  country  in  your  part  of  the 
county  as  lo  peace  and  good  order  f 

JfMtrer.  Well,  sir,  peace  and  good  order  prevails  there  all  the  time ;  occasionally 
somebody  gets  killed,  but  that's  the  last,  of  it.  There  is  an  investigatjon  whenever 
there  is  a  man  killed,  and  whatever  can  be  made  of  it  is  done.  Now,  there  was  a 
black  man  murdered  at  Shnqualak  some  time  in  the  early  spring,  and  it  was  well 
known  who  did  it.  A  man  named  Murdoch  went  to  his  house  and  shot  him ;  I  think 
it  was  because  he  wouldn't  live  with  him. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

QuMtion,  What  was  the  man's  name  that  was  shot? 

Annoei^  didn't  know  the  man ;  I  didn't  know  the  darky  at  all;  I  never  saw  the 
man,  but  ne  lived  a  while  with  Murdoch ;  tha(  is  what  the  people  say ;  there  was  no 
examination.  Mr.  Haines,  my  associate  magistrate,  was  called  on  to  investigate  the 
case,  and  issued  his  warrant  lor  the  arrest  of  Murdoch,  and  the  trial  was  put  off  from 
day  to  day  for  him  to  get  counsel,  or  something  or  other,  and  he  made  his  escape.  It 
was  a  ridiculous  affair,  but  I  had  nothing  to  do  with  it.  He  sent  for  me  to  help  try 
him,  and  he  said  it  would  not  be  until  next  day,  and  I  went  next  day,  and  before  the 
next  day  the  man  was  gone.  Then  another  darky  was  killed  by  a  woman  right  there 
in  the  neighborhood ;  it  was  Just  a  familv  fight.  The  woman  stuck  a  knife  in  him, 
and  ktllecThim ;  he  was  beating  her  with  a  stick.  These  cases  were  reported  as  Kn- 
Klux  outrages ;  I  saw  them  in  print  afterward.  Two  boys  were  hunting  in  the  neigh- 
borhood, and  one  of  them  had  lowered  himself  in  the  grass,  and  a  rabbit  came  running 
along,  and  the  other  one  shot  at  it  and  killed  the  boy.  That  was  reported  as  a  Ku- 
Klux  outrage ;  I  saw  it  so  in  print. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

QuBeUon.  Was  he  a  black  boy  f 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Was  the  woman  who  killed  this  man  a  black  woman? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir.  They  fd  out  about  their  children;  the  children  would  fight. 
They  worked  on  the  railroad.  No  white  person  saw  them  at  all.  It  was  investigated, 
and  the  nroof  showed  that  the  woman  dia  it  in  self-defense.  I  think  she  was  acquitted 
before  the  court;  I  investigated  the  case,  and  held  her  to  bail,  and  she  came  before 
the  Judge  and  stood  her  trial,  and  was  acquitted.  I  believe  that  is  all  the  killing  cases 
that  I  know  of  about  there  since  the  surrender.  This  Bully  Jack  case  is  the  omy  one 
I  have  any  knowledge  of  that  was  committed  by  unknown  parties. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Qu€8lion.  Have  yon  heard  of  the  murder  of  Peter  Gregory  who  was  killed  at  Musha- 
lavUlef  •  • 

Anncer,  I  heard  it,  but  it  is  entirely  out  of  my  neighborhood— 4ibout  fifteen  miles  off. 

Question.  Have  you  heard  of  the  case  of  Solomon  Triplett  who  was  shot  f 

Answer,  I  do  not  know ;  the  black  people  have  most  of  them  more  than  one  name ;  I 
may  have  heard  of  that  case  under  another  name. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 
Question,  He  lived  in  Winston  County. 
Answer,  1  may  have  heard  of  it,  but  I  didn't  pay  attention  to  it.    I  have  heard  of  a 
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heap  of  cases  of  people  being  killed  by  what  was  called  Kn^Klaz,  and  I  have  lived  in 
some  dread  of  these  creatures  myself.  I  have  been  threateoed  b^  them,  and  have  got 
notice  after  notice  that  I  had  better  look  out;  written  notices  signed  K.  K.  K.  T  was 
helping  the  assessor  assess  the  land-tax  last  fall,  and  got  a  letter  of  that  sort ;  I  have 
it  with  me ;  I  have  had  it  in  my  pocket  ever  since. 

By  the  Chairman: 

Question,  Will  you  let  me  see  itf 

jinswtr.  Tes,  sir ;  that  is  it,  (.producing  letter  hereinafter  set  forth]  I  haTo  two  or 
three  besides  that}  I  have  never  shotru  them  to  but  one  man  in  the  county,  and  that 
was  a  young  man  named  Simpson  who  lives  in  Shuqualak ;  he  is  a  particular  friend  of 
mine.    The  notice  is  as  follows : 

"Bio  THIK06  OK  Ice,  Oddber  14, 1870. 
"  Sir  :  Ton  are  hereby  ordered  to  come  out  in  your  county  paper,  in  fifteen  days,  and 
make  an  explanation  of  your  conduct  of  hear  lately.  We  would  like  to  hear  of  yoa 
taking  some  more  social  drinks  with  your  friends  Marshall  Allick  Yandevner.  We 
know  you  to  be  a  white  man  in  day-time  and  a  dam  negro  at  night,  and  if  yoo  fail  to 
come  out  in  county  paper,  as  above  ordered,  and  give  a  an  account  of  yourself  your 
life  will  be  at  tktbi  Tou  have  been  waited  qn  before  this,  but  the  lady  part  of  your 
family  prevented.  We  do  not  know  vou  ouly  oy  carracter.  We  hope  to  hear  from  yoa 
soon,  and  hope  you  will  make  a  good  report  of  yourselfl 
"  Kespectfully, 

'<  Wash.  Campbell,  SkuqwOak,  MiS9i$9ippL^ 

Question.  What  is  meant  by  your  county  pai>erf 

Answer.  That  is  our  little  Macon  Beacon,  the  newspaper  published  here  in  this  plaea. 
I  snppofte  that  is  what  they  meant ;  that  is  what  I  understood. 

Question.  Did  you  get  this  through  the  post-office  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  What  was  the  post-mark T 

Answer.  Carrolton,  Alabama.  ^ 

Question.  What  county  t  .    ^        • 

Anmoer.  Pickens  County,  right  east  of  here. 

Questiovu  Did  you  know  this  handwriting  f 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  have  studied  it  closely. 

Question.  Who  are  referred  to  here  as  Marshall  and  Alick  f 

Answer.  They  were  bailiffs.  Marshall  was  bailiff  of  the  beat  I  live  in,  and  was 
elected  by  the  legislature,  and  then  Vaudevenner  was  apiioioted  in  his  plaee,  and  tiiey 
both  frequently  had  business  with  me ;  I  was  magistrate.  But  they  were  mistaken 
about  the  dripks ;  I  never  drink  at  all.  I  have  lived  here  since  ^39,  and  waa  never  in- 
toxicated or  under  the  influence  of  spirjts  the  least  in  my  life. 

Question.  What  did  he  mean  by  saying  you  were  a  nesro  at  night f 

Anstcer.  I  do  not  know ;  we  have  to  interpret  that  the  best  way  we  can,  I  would 
sometimes  issue  a  summons,  and  they  would  come  to  my  house,  or  I  would  ride  aioond 
by  their  office  aud  give  them  the  paper.  Mr.  Marshall  was  bailiff:  I  had  to  manage 
to  get  it  into  his  hands ;  when  he  would  return  it  he  would  bring  tne  parties  into  my 
house  aud  give  him  the  paper.    That  threw  him  into  their  company  often. 

Question.  This  says  that  you  had  been  waited  on  before? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  what  that  means ;  they  may  have  written  to  me  before. 
•    Question.  How  far  is  Carrolton  post-office  from  where  you^vef 

Answer.  Thirty  miles  probably. 

Question.  Are  yon  much  acquainted  up  there? 

Answer.  1  was  a  long  time  ago ;  I  knew  everybody  in  the  country  then,  but  I  left  that 
country.  I  never  have  lived  ttiere,  but  I  have  had  a  great  many  aeqnaintanoea  aioond 
there.  I  used  to  live  here,  and  I  went  with  a  band  of  music  over  there,  and  we  staid 
there  two  or  three  days  at  a  picnic. 

Question.  Whenf 

Answer.  Thirty  years  a^o.  I  knew  everybody  about  there  then,  and  I  oocaakmally 
»ee  them  yet,  and  recognize  them ;  I  am  well  known  there  by  character. 

Question.  What  was  the  purport  of  tbe  Ku-KIux  letter  yon  received  after  thiaf 

Anmer,  I  lost  that  letter.  Let  me  see  how  it  read;  it  was  addressed  to  me  jnat  like 
chatv  but  no  date  nor  place.  He  said,  "  Well,  Wash,  I  have  listened  and  looked,  bnt  I 
can't  see  nor  hear  of  you."  That  was  the  start  of  it.  He  says,  "  It  seems  yoo  are 
determined  to  destroy  yourself,  and  ybnr  brawny  celtic  friend  will  be  notified  in  writ- 
ing in  a  few  days  what  to  do." 

Question.  Who  was  that? 

A  nswer.  He  was  assessor.  He  is  a  tremendously  large,  raw-boned  man,  and  of  Irish  de- 
scent.   I  suppose  they  meant  him.    It  said,  ''Ton  and  your  brawny  oeltie  friend  will 
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be  wailed  on  in  a  few  days,  and  yon  bad  better  take  heed.  K.  K.  K.''  Simpson  was 
nnder  the  impression  that  t^at  was  written  by  a  German  Jew,  riffht  in  Shnqnalak,  jast 
as  a  hoax ;  bat  I  have  never  been  able  to  see  him  write,  and  I  do  not  know  his  writ- 
ing.   Simpson  had  that  letter  the  last  I  knew  of  it. 

QuesiUm.  Yon  say  in  your  testimony  relative  to  Solly  Jack's  case,  that  you  are  satis- 
fied that  the  party  who  murdered  him  came  from  Alabama  f 

Answer.  Yes,  s^r ;  that  is  my  impression,  from  everything  that  has  transpired. 

Que$ii4m,  From  what  point — Sumter  county  f 

Answer,  I  can't  say ;  I  think  they  came  from  Sumter  county  that  night,  because 
there  was  a  tournament  just  on  the  line  of  Sumter  and  Noxubee  counties.  Just  about 
twelve  or  fourteen  miles  brlow  there,  on  the  last  day  of  August,  and  on  the  night  of — 
no,  on  the  first  of  September,  the  tournament  was  held ;  and  on  the  night  of  &at  day 
Bully  Jack  was  killed.  Several  of  our  neighbors  were  do^ni  at  the  tournament  ridins, 
«Dd  came  on  fiom  there  borne,  just  after  night,  and  there  were  three  men  met  this  fel- 
low, John  Hill,  in  the  road  that  day,  and  talked  with  him,  but  that  was  all  explained. 
They  lived  just  above  there,  and  they  were  brought  in  here  to  testify  that  they  met 
John  Hill. 

Queulion.  Was  Bully  Jack  known  to  people  in  Sumter  County,  Alabama  f 

Answer,  O,  yes ;  the  two  counties  adjoin.  They  are  very  rich  counties ;  there  are 
a  great  many  black  people.  He  lived  right  on  the  line.  He  was  known  over  at  the 
Ballard  place  and  Gilbert's.  Several  rich  men  lived  over  there,  and  there  was  passing 
back  and  forth,  preaching,  and  so  on,  but  that  was  not  the  way  he  was  got  at.  The 
probability  is  not  that  it  was  his  acquaintance  over  there ;  the  probability  is  that  that 
party  that  came  were  notified  to  come  there. 

Question,  You  suppose  that  his  enemies,  or  those  who  were  interested  in  putting 
Bully  Jack  out  of  the  way,  gave  information  to  other  parties  over  the  State  line  ? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  but  that  is  just  supposition  on  my  part.  I  have  no  more  knowl- 
edge of  it  than  you  have. 

Question.  Is  it  commonly  supposed  that  the  Ku-Elux  change  works  in  that  way,  and 
where  a  mnrder  is  committed  that  some  Klan  comes  firom  a  distance  to  do  it,  and  re- 
treats? 

Answer,  I  do  not  know  whether  that  is  the  general  understanding  or  not.  I  have 
never  had  anything  to  do  with  the  Ku-Klux,  and  have  never  been  where  they  did 
much.  This  is  the  only  case  I  knew  of  in  my  life,  except  the  one  on  Mr.  Power's  place 
up  here,  which  I  suppose  was  by  a  parcel  of  boys  that  fixed  up  disguises,  and  got 
drunk,  and  went  over  to  Mr.  Powers's  place  and  cut  up  the  negroes,  and  one  of  them 

S)t  shot  and  killed.    That  was  thirty  miles  from  my  neighborhood.    I  got  it  from 
ovemor  Powers. 

Question,  You  have  heard  of  a  great  many  negroes  being  killed  anC  whipped  f 
Answer ,  I  think  I  have — away  in  remote  places. 

Question,  Yon  have  heard  of  cases  where  they  have  been  whipped  and  killed  by  men 
in  disguise? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  I  have  heard  of  that. 

Question,  Did  yon  hear  of  the  case  of  Dick  Malone  being  killed  by  disguised  men  f 
Answer,  I  believe  I  did  hear  of  that,  away  up  here.    A  parcel  of  men  came  in  disguise 
to  whip  a  woman,  or  a  man,  and  some  one,  Dick  Malone,  probably,  followed  them  and 
I  killed. 


Question.  Did  you  hear  that  the^  were  disguised  f 
Ansicer,  I  can't  sa       *     * 


say  whether  I  did  or  not.  I  am  under  the  impression  that  I  heard 
that  they  were  not  disguised. 

Question.  Have  you  heard  of  the  case  of  Johnson  Kitt  that  was  killed? 

Answer,  i^  don't  remember  the  name. 

Question.  Or  Sol.  Triplett  ? 

Answer,  I  know  the  name  of  Triplett,  and  I  have  heard  of  a  good  deal  of  mischief 
beiuff  done  in  the  Triplett  neighborhood,  but  it  is  entirely  remote  from  my  neighbor- 

Question.  Your  county  is  pretty  larce  ? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir;  Noxubee  County  lias  about  twenty  townships,  of  six  miles  square 
each.    A  pretty  big  county—it  is  twenty-four  miles  by  thirty. 

Question,  Have  you  ever  seen  any  men  in  disguise  yourself? 

Answer.  No,  sir  ;  never. 

Question.  Have  they  ever  been  in  your  part  of  the  county  ?  « 

Anstoer.  I  don't  think  there  has  ever  been  a  man  seen  in  my  part  of  the  county.  I 
never  have  heard  of  one.  I  never  saw  a  man  in  disguise.  I  saw  a  man,  who  I  was 
told  afterwards  was  a  man  I  knew  very  well^  but  I  had  no  knowledge  of  him  at  the 
time  I  saw  him  that  it  was  him.  He  must  have  been  disguised.  That  was  in  Colum- 
bus, up  hero. 

Question.  When  yon  speak  of  peace  and  good  order  prevailing  in  your  county,  you 
of  course  mean  to  except  these  cases  of  violence  you  have  heard  of,  where  negroes  have 
been  whipped  and  killed  by  disguised  men  or  otherwise  ? 
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Anmcer.  Tea,  sir ;  I  do  not  think  anyvhave  been  whipped  in  our  nei^borfaood  hj  any- 
body in  diflgnise  or  oat  of  dissiiiae.  ^ 

Qnettian.  Yon  have  heard  m  whipping  in  the  <^nty  f 

Aiutcer.  Yes,  sir ;  away  off.  I  heaud  of  a  desperate  case  in  the  eastern  part  of  the 
county.    I  was  at  that  time  assessing  taxes  in  another  part,  and  finally  got  around. 

Question,  What  was  that  case  f 

AMwer,  I  never  eoald  hear  of  it  in  the  nei|^boriiood  where  it  oecmiisd— I  oerer 
conld  find  out  anything  abont  it.  It  seemed  there  nerer  had  been  saeh  a  can.  Such 
reports  are  started  by  misohleTons  peisons. 

Quettum.  Have  yon  ever  known  or  heard  of  any  of  these  disgnind  men  being  amstcd 
and  bronght  to  trial  and  punished  for  their  misdeeds  f 

Anmeer,  I  think  I  have  ;  in  Pimtotoo,  or  some  remote  place. 

QueBti&n.  But  in  Noxubee  f 

Answer.  Ko,  sir;  I  never  have.  I  think  a  daiky  was  once  airssted  in  the  eoort- 
honse,  but  it  was  just  some  mischiefl 

QueaHon,  When  did  you  first  hear  of  the  Kn-Klnx  Klan  f 

Anmcer,  Some  time  since  the  surrendet.    It  was  up  in  Tennessee  I  heard. 

Quezon,  Did  yon  hear  that  it  spread  into  Alabama  and  KissiKsippi  f 

Anttcer,  I  could  hear  of  it  in  Tennessee,  and  nigher  and  nigher,  and  coming  oa,  and 
in  a  little  while  it  came  around  into  this  State,  and  over  into  Alabama,  a|id  finally — ^l 
don't  remember  where  is  the  nearest  I  have  heard  of  disguised  men  being  seen. 

QuesHon,  You  have  heard  of  a  good  many  outrages  by  the  Ku-Klnx  being  perpetrated 
in  Sumter  and  Pickens  Coonties,  Alabama  f 

^nmrer.  In  Sumter  I  did.  I  do  not  know  much  abont  Piekens  coonty.  I  do  not 
have  much  communication  there.  I  did  hear  of  a  good  deal  in  Pickens  County,  ol 
somebody  being  punished  or  abased  by  Ku-Klnx  in  Pickens  County,  and  a  good 
many  in  Sumter. 

Queeium,  Can  yon  name  any  particular  cases  in  Sumter  County  f 

Answer,  I  do  not  remember  any  particular  oases.  I  think  there  was  a  riienfl^oc 
something  of  the  sort,  klUed  there,  but  I  have  no  knowledge  abont  it. 

Question,  You  spoke  of  the  case  of  Jordan,  whose  throat  was  cut,  that  occorredy  yoo 
said,  in  1866. 

Anmeer,  It  was  Just  after  the  snrrender.   I  will  not  be  certain  aboat  that. 

QumtUm,  Was  he  said  to  have  been  Kn-Kluxed  f 

Answer,  No.    I  never  had  heard  of  any  Ku-Klux  in  this  county  then. 

Question,  Was  that  said  to  have  been  a  private  assassination  f 

Answer,  Yes ;  it  was  so  oonsidered  by  the  inry  of  inqvest. 

Qnesiion,  The  killing  committed  by  a  single  man  f 

Answer,  I  think  the  impreosion  was  that  there  was  more  than  one. 

Question,  Concerned  in  the  killing  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  bnt  I  was  not  %e  magistrate  when  that  investigatioa  took  place. 
I  was  simply  one  of  the  Jury  of  inquest.  The  coroner  of  the  county  held  the  inquest 
himself. 

QuestUm.  Ton  spoke  of  a  colored  man  being  shot  in  Shuqualak  last  spring.  I  beUeve 
you  said  you  did  not  recollect  his  name. 

Answer,  No:  I  do  not  rememb^  his  name. 

Question,  Were  there  more  than  one  man  concerned  In  that  f 

Answer,  I  think  there  was  only  one  concerned' in  the  murder.  There  was  a  aboe- 
mi^er  with  the  man — a  ver^  inoffensive  kind  of  man. 

Question,  But  he  was  afraid  of  Murdock  ? 

Answer,  He  tried  to  prevent  the  murder,  but  when  Murdock  told  him  to  stand  off 
he  was  afraid,  and  did  so. 
By  Mr.  BuoB : 

Question.  Yon  said  there  was  a  disguised  party  on  Governor  Powers's  place. 

Ansieer,  Yes.  Powers  can  tell  you  more  about  that  than  I  can.  He  has  had  it  invea- 
tigated. 

Ques^on,  What  was  itf 

Answer,  There  was  a  whole  parcel  of  fellows  there,  bnt  this  is  only  hearsay  on  my 
I>art— that  a  party  of  disguised  persons  went  to  Governor  Powers's  plac^  and  anested 
a  man  named  Matt.  Duncan,  and  started  away  with  him,  and  he  esci^ed,  and  they  got 
to  shooting  about  promiscuoaslv,  and  some  man  shot  a  young  leUow  named  Evans, 
who  was  in  disguise,  and  killed  him.    He  died  next  day. 
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Hacon,  Missiampw,  Novmlb&r  8, 1871. 
LienteDant  Governor  BIDOELET  C.  POWERS  sworn  and  examined. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Quetiiom,  You  may  state  your  place  of  residence  and  official  positioa,  governor. 
Antwer,  My  residence  is  near  Bhnqnalak,  in  Noxabee  Coanty,  Mississippi.    I  am 
lientenant  governor  of  this  State. 
Qmettion,  How  long  have  yon  lived  in  Noxnbee  County? 
AH9wer,  1  have  lived  here  since  December,  18G5. 
(^umiion.  When  were  yon  elected  to  the  office  which  yoa  now  hold? 
Answer,  The  1st  of  December,  1869. 
Qu€»t\on,  What  portions  of  the  State  did  yoa  oanvaes  previous  to  your  election  last 

AnmMt,  Daring[  the  canvass  of  ld6&  f 

Question,  Yes,  sir. 

Answer,  The  thinl  congressional  district. 

QuesHon,  What  oonnties  compose  that  district  f 

Anstcer.  Noxabee,  Winston,  xieshoba,  Kemper,  CarroU,  Lowndes,  Oktibbeha,  Attala, 
and  Leake. 

QuetUan,  Have  yoa  canvassed  any  portion  of  the  State  this  foil  f 

Jamrer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  What  portions? 

Answer.  Well,  sir,  I  have  been  all  over  the  State,  not  in  all  the  eonnties,  bnt  in  eveiy 
portion,  from  the  soathem  tier  of  ooanties  to  the  northern  tier.  I  have  been  in  all 
parts  of  the  State. 

QuesMon.  The  committee  are  destnms  of  informing  tliemselves  of  the  condition  of 
society  in  the  State  of  Mississippi,  as  to  peace  and  good  order^  and  how  the  laws  are 
etiforeiBd,  and  what  measure  of  security  exists  at  the  present  time  for  life,  person,  and 
property ;  and  whether  all  classes  of  people  are  free  to  express  their  opinions,  and  to 
vote  freely  at  the  ballot-box.  Upon  these  several  subjects,  the  committee  desire  any 
information  that  yon  are  able  to  give,  derived  from  your  own  personal  knowledge,  or 
from  information  which  yon  deem  reliable. 

Answer.  Well,  that  is  a  pretty  big  sabject,  and  covers  a  good  deal  of  ground.  We 
have  not  had  ranch  difficulty  here  in  Mississippi,  with  the  exception  of  three  or  four 
counties  adjoining  Alabama. 

Question.  What  are  those  coantiesf 

Answer.  They  arc,  commenciag  dh  the  north,  MoaroSb  Lowndesy  Oktibbeha,  Noxubee, 
Kemper,  and  Laaderdale. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 

Question.  Do  you  exclude  Winston  f 

Answer.  I  would  not  leave  out  Winston.  Winston  is  the  worst  of  the  number.  There 
has  been  conBiderable  violence  since  I  have  lived  in  the  State  in  those  counties,  but 
outside  of  those,  with  few  exceptions,  there  has  been  no  trouble  in  enforcing  the  law. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question,  What  is  the  character  of  the  disturbances  in  these  excepted  counties  that 
you  have  mentioned  7 

Answer.  Well,  there  have  been  several  attempts  at  riots  in  part  of  these  countiea^  and 
there  was  one  pretty  bad  riot,  of  which  1  presume  you  have  mformation,  the  Meridian 
riot ;  and,  then,  there  has  been  a  good  deal  of  violence  committed  by  disguised  men 
traversing  the  coimtry  at  night. 

Question,  What  evidence  Imve  you  of  the  existence  of  such  bands  prowling  through 
the  country  at  uisht,  and  committing  acts  of  lawlessness  f 

Answer.  The  only  evidence  that  I  nave  is  the  evidence  of  gentlemen  who  have  wit- 
nessed some  of  their  depredations ;  but  the  most  positive  that  I  have  is  an  occurrence 
that  happened  at  one  of  my  plantations,  in  Kemper  County,  last  May.  About  the  26th  of 
May,  I  believe,  a  body  of  men  came  to  my  plantation  at  night,  about  2  o'clock  in  the 
morning,  and  took  out  a  colored  man  from  his  cabin,  with  the  apparent  intention  of 
murdering  him.  They  fired  at  my  superintendent,  too,  through  his  bed-room  door,  and 
broke  into  his  room ;  broke  the  door. 

By  Mr.  Blaib  : 

Question,  They  fired  into  your  superintendent  f 

Answer,  They  fired  into  his  sleepmg-room.  He  was  up  and  at  the  door.  They  de- 
manded admittance,  and  he  refused  to  open  the  door,  and  they  fired  two  shots  in  the 
direction  in  which  they  heard  his  voice.  Both  balls  passed  into  the  room.  Then  they 
biirst  into  his  room,  it  was  very  dork.  About  this  time  one  of  their  men  was  shot 
and  killed.  It  was  a  young  mau  by  the  name  of  Gtoorge  Evans,  who  lived  in  thQ 
neighborhood  there,  and  they  then  left  without  committing  any  fojrthor  violence. 
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By  the  CHAiBiiAir : 

QueaHon,  How  large  was  thU  party  f      « 

Answer.  About  fifteen,  as  near  as  the  hands  on  the  place  could  Judge.  It  was  some- 
where from  fifteen  to  twenty ;  they  estimated  it  at  fifteen. 

QutHion,  Were  they  mounted  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir,  and  disguised.  They  left  at  the  plantation  two  of  their  disguises 
in  their  haste  to  set  away.  They  were  considerably  fhghtened  when  they  found  them- 
selves  had  been  fired  npon,  and  one  of  their  men  killed ;  and  th^y  left  two  of  their  dis- 
guises, which  are  in  the  hands  of  the  United  States  marshal  at  this  time,  I  belieye. 

Question,  Did  you  examine  them  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Describe  them  as  well  as  you  coo.  ' 

Answer.  Well,  they  were  Just  loose  ^owns,  very  ihuch  like  a  study-gown ;  a  loose 
gown,  put  on  over  the  neck,  hanging  down  nearly  to  the  feet.  Those  were  made  out 
of  calico,  cheap  calico. 

Quntion.  Were  there  any  disguises  for  the  faeet 

Answer.  Yes,  sir:  some  whiskers  made  of  hair  taken  from  a  cow's  tail,  probably,  or  a 
mule's  tail,  and  a  mustache  or  two,  that  were  picked  up. 

Question.  In  their  manufacture  did  they  evince  skill,  as  if  some  tailor  or  woman 
had  sewed  them  ? 

Answer.  They  looked  as  though  they  had  been  sewed  by  some  woman ;  Just  hastily 
put  together. 

QuestUm.  How  was  the  hair  attached,  which  constituted  the  mustache  or  whiskers  f 

Answer.  It  was  by  a  string,  I  think.  It  was  attached  by  tying  around  the  head  with 
a  string,  I  should  say,  by  the  appearance  of  it. 

QucsHon.  Who  was  George  Evans^  that  you  have  named  as  one  of  the  assailants  who 
was  killed  f 

Answer.  He  was  a  young  man.  I  do  not  know  his  age.  Probably  not  of  age ;  less 
than  twenty-one,  who  lived  in  that  neighborhood.  lus  father,  Bichard  Evans,  has 
been  an  old  resident  there  for  many  years ;  a  violent  man. 

Question.  Violent  in  what  respect? 
.    Answer.  A  man  given  to  drink ;  given  to  fighting. 

Question.  Was  he  a  planter  before  the  war  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  he  planted  on  a  small  scale ;  a  small  farm. 

Question.  What  was  the  character  of  the  son,  George  Evans  f 

Answer.  He  bore  a  very  good  character — the  best  of  the  family.  There  were  several 
of  the  boys,  three  or  four,  I  think.  George  was  regarded  as  the  most  quiet  and  orderly 
of  the  boys. 

Question.  Was  his  body  loft  upon  the  ground  f 

Answer.  No,  sir :  his  body  wfis  taken  away  and  carried  to  his  father's  house. 

Qti^tios.  Was  tnere  a  public  funeral? 

Answer.  No,  sir.    Well,  a  few  neighbors  came  in. 

Question,  Was  any  effort  made  to  cover  it  up? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  To  prevent  publicity  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir :  there  was  an  effort  made.  It  was  given  out  in  the  neighborhood 
that  he  died  of  a  kind  of  cholera-morbus :  that  he  died  from  overeating  oysters  and 
sardines.  That  was  given  out  by  a  few  of  uis  friends  directly  after  his  death,  but  that 
was  afterwards  abandoned. 

Question,  What  was  done  with  the  colored  man  upon  whom  the  raid  was  made  ? 

Answer.  He  broke  away.  At  the  time  George  Evans  was  shot  they  were  standing 
near  together,  and  tho%e  that  were  guarding  him  were  rather  paralyzed  at  seeing 
George  fall,  and  while  their  attention  was  turned  to  him  the  man  ran.  They  fired  sev- 
eral shots  at  him  as  he  ran  away  from  them,  but  he  was  not  iigured  at  all;  he  got 
away.    Ho  is  living  now  on  my  plantation  in  this  county  here. 

Question,  Had  he  received  any  notice  of  tliis  visit? 

Answer,  None  whatever. 

Question.  Any  letter  or  message  from  the  Kn-Klux  ? 

Answer.  None  whatever.  He  liad  a  small  brother,  who  was  murdered,  probably  by 
the  same  men,  two  years  previous,  and  this  boy,  Matt.  Duncan,  on  my  plantation, 
reported  that  to  tho  soldiers  down  at  Camp  Lauderdale.  There  was  an  investigation, 
and  a  good  many  citizens  were  taken  down  there.  This  boy,  Duncan,  was  taken  from 
Jus  house,  murdered,  drawn  and  quartered,  and  thrown  into  Talladega  swamp. 

Question.  What  was  his  offense  ? 

Answer.  I  never  heard  that  he  was  charg^  with  any  offense. 

Question.  Was  that  said  to  have  been  done  by  a  band  of  men  in  disguise  ? 

Answsr,  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Two  years  before  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  about  that. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


lf2S8I80IFFI--*H3nB<;OiafITTBE.  585 

QuesHon.  And  Matt.  DnncaDy  fh6  oolored  mask  on  your  place,  reported  the  death  of 
hie  brother,  and  soaght  to  have  the  perpetrators  brought  to  justice  f 

Answer.  Yes,  air. 

QueaUom.  That  is  the  only  cause  of  offense  you  know  existing  against  himf 

Antwer,  Yes,  sir ;  the  only  one.  He  is  a  very  quiet,  industrious,  hard-wortdng  man. 
He  seldom  left  the  plantation,  andno  one  had  anything  against  him,  so  far  as  I  know. 

QueBtian.  Kemper  lies  ad|joining  Noxubee  on  the  sooth  f 

Annoer.  Yes,  sir. 
1     Queation.  And  the  two  races  are  pretty  nearly  evenly  balanced  f 

Anmoer.  Yes,  sir ;  the  blacks  are  a  little  in  the  m^iority. 

QueatUm.  I  see  that  the  census  shows  of  blacks,  7,*214,  and  of  whites,  5,706  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  t 

Queaiion,  Are  you  informed  what  pique  they  had  against  that  overseer  that  they 
sought  to  kill  him  f 

Answer,  ^o,  sir ;  I  do  not  know  that  there  was  anything  against  him  in  the  commu- 
nity there.  He  never  had  received  any  notice  to  quit  the  place,  nor  had  he  been  led 
to  believe  that  his  presence  there  was  olgectionable  to  any  of  them. 

QueBtwn.  Was  he  a  white,  or  colored  man  f 

Anawm',  A  white  man. 

QueaiUm.  Did  you  ever  investigate  this  matter  to  satisfy  yourself  from  what  locality 
th^  raiders  camef 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  sufficiently  to  satisfy  myself  that  they  were  a  band  gotten  up  right 
there  in  the  neighborhood,  witliin  not  to  exceed  eight  miles  from  the  plantation;  in 
^£act,  an  investigation  was  had  before  the  United  8tates  grand  jury,  at  Jackson,  and  • 
part  of  the  number  were  indicted,  and  old  man  Evans  and  one  of  his  boys  quit  tbe 
countKy.  They  succeeded  in  evading  the  arrest,  and  have  quit  the  country.  The  evi- 
dence is  sufficient  to  satisfy  me  that  the  entire  body  was  organized  right  therein  that 
neighborbood. 

QusatUm.  You  have  a  plantation  in  this  county,  Noxubee? 

Anawer.  Yes,  sir. 

QusaUon,  Has  that  ever  been  visited  by  them  f 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  never  been  visited. 

Qneaiion.  You  have  now  given  the  particulars  of  one  act  of  violence.  Ton  may  state 
to  the  committee  any  others  which  occur  to  you.  I  refer  specially  to  these  acts  of  vio- 
lence which  were  committed  by  men  banded  together  at  night,  whether  disguised  or 
otherwise. 

Answer.  There  has  been  but  one  act  of  the  kind  in  my  immediate  neighborhood. 
That  occurred  about  two  years  ago,  I  think ;  I  do  not  remember  exactly. 

QuesUan.  What  case  was  thatf 

Answer.  The  case  of  Bully  Jack.  I  presume  you  had  a  statement  of  that  from  Mr. 
Campbell,  who  was  in  preceding  me.    Did  he  tell  you  of  that  case  f 

Question,  He  did. 

Answer,  It  will  not  be  necessary  for  me  to  give  a  statement,  then,  in  regard  to  itf 

QueatUm.  No  more  than  to  give  your  opinion  as  to  the  locality  fropi  which  Bully 
Jack's  murderers  came. 

Answer.  J  have  always  been  of  the  opinion,  from  the  evidence  before  me,  that  they 
came  from  across  the  ALftbama  line. 

Question.  From  Pickens  or  Sumter  County,  Alabama? 

Anawf,  I  do  not  know  as  to  that. 

Queatlon.  You  may  state  to  the  committee  the  evidence  upon  which  yon  come  to 
your  conclusion,  or  your  reasons  for  that  opinion. 

Anawer.  Some  of  these  men  from  across  the  line  had  visited  the  neighborhood,  had 
been  to  Shuqualak  on  several  occasions,  and  they  seemed  to  be  drinking,  violent  men. 
I  am  acquainted  with  all  the  men  in  this  county  in  that  neighborhood.  1  do  not  think 
that  a  body  of  that  number  could  be  gotten  toaetber  for  such  a  purpose  in  that  neigh- 
borhood, and  there  is  no  other  place  where  such  a  bodv  could  have  originated,  except 
acroes  the  line,  and  it  has  been  reported  to  me  that  there  existed  a  body  of  violent 
men  in  the  adjoining  counties. 

QueaHon.  Have  yon  heard  of  other  raids  from  any  of  the  a^oining  counties  in  Ala- 
bama upon  other  counties  in  this  State  f 

Anawer.  1  have  heard  of  them. 

Queaiion.  What  is  your  belief  as  to  the  understanding  or  confederation  between 
gangs  of  lawless  men  in  this  State  and  similar  bands  in  Alabama? 

Anawer.  I  believe  they  have  a  general  understanding ;  that  they  have  communica- 
tion—the bands  in  this  State  and  the  organization  in  Alabama. 

Queation.  Is  it  your  opinion  that  when  a  death  or  whipping  or  other  outrage  is  de- 
creed a  band  from  a  distance  is  designated  or  called  upon  to  execute  the  decree  ? 

Anawer.  I  tbiuk  that  is  the  case  in  many  instances. 

Qitestian.  You  may  give  to  the  committee  what  information  you  have  as  to  the  exist- 
ence of  a  secret  organization  of  meui  oath-bound,  whose  purposes  are  violence,  and 
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when,  aojordmg  to  your  besi  infonnatiim,  it  originated,  and  how  aacfteiiaiwly  it  baa 
spread  through  the  conntryf 

An9wer,  The  only  information  I  have  now  of  thia  matter  is  baaed  ao  mncb  npoa  bear^ 
say  and  what  I  have  read,  that  my  eyidance  would  be  akiieat  entirely  drawn  mm  aach 
Boarcea-^what  I  have  read  and  what  I  have  heard  eentlemen  aay. 

QuMtiatu  We  have  regarded  that  as  legitimate  where  the  aonroea  of  your  infonna- 
tion  are  deemed  by  you  as  reliable.  We  are  in  the  babit  every  day  of  taking  ovideDce 
not  proceeding  from  personal  knowledge,  but  from  information  acquired  maa  public 
prints,  and  from  rumors,  and  what  other  people  have  aaid. 

An9tcer,  I  believe  the  common  belief  amoag  people  here  is  that  General  Forreat  was 
the  originator  or  the  leader  of  the  organization  in  this  section  of  the  country ;  that  be 
was  the  first  that  started  the  organization  in  the  StiAe  of  Mississippi. 

Queatum,  About  what  year! 

Answer.  About  1868, 1  think. 

QuetUon,  Do  you  refer  to  General  N.  B.  Forrest  f 

Answer.  Tes,  sir ;  ho  was  instramental  in  having  several  organiaationB  formed  in  the 
northern  part  of  tliis  State,  as  I  believe,  and  as  a  good  many  others  believe  with  whom 
I  have  talked  upon  the  subject :  and  it  has  spread  somewhat  over  the  State.  I  believe, 
though,  in  the  northern  nart  oi  the  State,  where  these  organizatioDS  were  first  femed, 
they  have  been  practically  abandoned.  I  know  some  men  who  have  told  me  tiiot  they 
belonged  to  the  organization  at  that  time,  and  that  Forrest  first  introduced  them,  bat 
they  maim  that  the  object  was  not  to  do  violence  at  that  time,  but  that  tiie  object 
was  to  scare  colored  people  by  disguises.  ^Sdc.  ;  not  to  commit  violent  acts ;  to  keep 
them,  however,  from  the  polls,  or  force  them  to  vote  as  the  organization  desired  them 
to  vote,  without  committing  violent  acts; 

Queetion.  Did  you  understand  that  in  its  organisation  it  was  a  parely  politioal  so- 
ciety formed  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  the  elections  f 

Anstver.  Yes,  sir;  that  is  as  I  understood  it.  I  think  this  turn  it  has  taken  was  not 
contemplated  at  the  outset,  and  I  believe  a  great  many  men  who  were  willing  to  go 
into  the  organization  at  the  first,  when  thev  found  the  character  it  was  about  to  as- 
sume, abandoned  it.  It  failed  to  get  a  footing  in  a  great  many  of  the  counties  of  this 
State  from  the  violent  turn  it  seemed  to  take  a  short  time  after  it  was  organized. 

Question,  Have  yon  ever  heard  of  the  obli^tion  which  those  initiated  took? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  I  have  seen  it  and  heard  it  read. 

Qufsiion.  I  will  ask  you  to  state  whether  the  obligation  which  I  shall  now  read  to 
you  is  the  one  which  you  understood  was  taken  by  members  joining  that  order  in  this 
part  of  the  country : 

**  You  solemnly  swear  in  the  presence  of  Almighty  God  that  you  will  never  reveal  tiie 
name  of  the  person  who  initiated  you ;  and  that  yon  will  never  reveal  what  is  now 
about  to  oome  to  your  knowledge ;  and  that  you  axe  not  now  a  member  of  the  fied 
String  Order,  Union  League,  Heroes  of  America,  Grand  Army  of  the  Bepublio,  or  any 
other  organization  whose  aim  and  intention  is  to  destroy  the  rights  of  the  Sonth,  or  of 
the  States,  or  of  the  people,  or  to  elevate  the  negro  to  a  politioal  equality  with  your- 
self; and  that  you  are  opposed  to  all  such  principles:  So  help  you  God. 

"  Yon  further  swear  before  Almighty  God  that  you  will  be  true  to  the  principles  of 
this  brotherhood  and  the  members  thereof;  and  that  you  will  never  revea^any  of  the 
secrets,  orders,  acts,  or  edicts,  and  that  you  will  never  make  known  to  any  penon  not 
a  known  member  of  this  brotherhood  that  you  are  a  member  yourself^  or  who  aie 
members ;  and  that  yon  will  never  assist  in  initiating,  or  allow  to  be  initiated,  if  yon 
can  prevent  it,  any  one  belonging  to  the  Bed  String  Order,  Union  League,  Heroes  of 
America,  Grand  Arniy  of  the  Kepublic,  or  any  one  holding  radical  views' or  opininia; 
and  should  any  members  of  this  brotherhood,  or  their  families,  be  in  danger,  you  will 
inform  them  of  their  danger,  and,  if  neeessary,  will  go  to  their  assistance ;  and  that  you 
will  oppose  all  radicals  and  negroes  in  all  of  their  political  designs ;  and  that  should 
onv  radical  or  negro  impose  on,  abuse,  or  injure  any  member  of  this  brotherhood,  you 
will  assist  him  in  punishidg  him  in  any  manner  the  camp  may  direct. 

*'  You  further  swear  that  voa  will  obey  all  calls  and  summons  of  the  chief  of  yoor 
camp  or  brotherhood,  should  it  be  in  your  power  so  to  do. 

**  Given  upon  this,  your  obligation^  that  you  will  never  give  the  word  of  distroM  valees 
you  are  in  great  need  of  assistance ;  and  should  yon  hear  it  given  by  any  brother,  you 
will  go  to  his  or  their  assistance;  and  should  any  member  reveal  any  of  the  aeoets, 
acta^  orders,  or  edicts  of  the  brotherhood,  you  will  assist  in  punishing  him  in  any  way 
the  camp  may  direct  or  approve  of:  So  help  you  God." 

Anewer.  The  verbiace  is  a  little  different  from  the  oath  I  heard  reod,  though  the  sub- 
stance is  the  same— about  the  same.  The  oath  I  saw  was  handed  to  me  by  a  yooos 
man  nomed  Taliaferro,  who  claimed  that  he  had  been  initiated,  or  not  exactly  ini- 
tiated, but  hadin  some  way  gotten  in  and  obtained  their  confidence,  and  was  supposed 
to  belong.  He  lived  in  this  county,  and  he  showed  me  a  copy  of  the  oath  he  had  tokeo, 
and  the  substance  of  it  was  about  the  aame. 

Question.  Have  you  any  information  upon  the  sulneot  from  any  other  penooe  thaa 
Taliaferro,  who  have  belonged  or  claimed  to  have  belonged  to  that  oigonizotion  f 
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Answer,  A  yonng  man  ftmn  Wioston  Coimly,  hj  tbe  name  ooF— the  name  has 
passed  oat  of  my  mind  joat  now-^whoee  brotben,  be  claimed,  belonged,  and  be  made 
eome  revelations  down  at  Jacbson,  and  be  informed  me  of  the  oath.  He  bad  aocess  to 
it  throngh  his  brothers  in  some  way.  I  foiget  his  name  now.  He  was  a  Methodist 
minister.  His  brothers  belonged  to  the  organizatioD,  ae  he  claimed,  and  he  had  got 
access  to  it  through  them,  and  bad  found  oat  oonaiderable  about  the  orgitoiaation 
throngh  them. 

Question,  Hare  you  aeen  or  been  inlbnned  of  manifestations  of  the  existence  of  this 
order  in  certain  parts  of  the  State  of  Mississippi,  since  1868  f 

Anmesr,  Yes,  sir ;  in  the  counties  that  I  named.  In  each  of  those  counties  theie  have 
been  manifestations  that  I  have  heard  o£  I  have  not  been  penonally  knowing  to  any 
of  tbem,  except  the  one  I  have  named  on  my  own  plantation. 

QuesHon,  How  late  is  the  last  outrage  you  have  heud  of  committed  by  disguised 
menf  * 

Answer.  \  believe  the  whipping  of  Huggins,  at  Absfdeen,  was  the  last.  A.  P.  Hu^pgins 
was  an  internal-revenue  officer. 

Question,  That  occurred  this  spring  some  time  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir.  No,  I  heard  of  two  or  three  down  in  Lauderdale  County  later  than 
that,  only  a  few  weeks  ago^the  marder  of  a  colored  man  down  at  Lauderdale  Springs : 
it  was  said  to  have  been  done  by  mistake.  I  have  no  positive  information  myself 
though,  in  regard  to  that 

Qmstion,  Lauderdale  is  the  same  county  in  which  the  riot  occurred  at  Meridian  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

QitestUm,  Have  yon  heard  of  several  murders  of  colored  men  in  this  county  fsom 
time  to  time  f  * 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  I  have  heard  of  several. 

QnestUm,  Have  you  heard  of  the  oases  of  Peter  Gregory  and  Dick  Malone  and  Bally 
Jackf 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

QussiMn,  Have  you  heard  of  the  case  of  Johnson  Keitt  f 

Answer,  No,  sir. 

QussHion,  Have  you  beard  of  the  case  of  Solomon  Triplett  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir;  I  have  heard  of  that. 

QnesHon,  Have  you  heard  of  the  ease  of  Allen  Bird  who  was  killed  in  July  in  Win- 
ston County  r 

Answer,  Yes,  sir;  I  beord  €i  that. 

Q^ei^on,  Did  you  hear  of  the  case  of  Samuel  May^  killed  near  Brooksville,  in  this 
county? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  I  heard  of  that. 

Qaesltoit.  Did  you  hear  of  the  case  of  Levns  Joidon,  killed  near  Squire  Campbell's 
place,  his  throat  cut  f 

Answer,  No,  sir. 

Qnestion,  That  was  about  a  year  or  so  back. 

Answer,  I  did  not  hear  of  that,  or  if  I  did  it  has  passed  from  my  memory  now. 

QvLestun^,  Have  yon  heard  of  several  cases  of  negroes  being  whipped  by  men  in  dis- 
guise f     '^ 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  I  have  beard  of  several.  There  was  one  ncffro  whipped  by  this 
same  body  of  men  that  came  to  my  plantation,  on  an  adjoining  plantation.  It  was  a 
man  named  Rnfe  Hickman.  He  was  taken  out  before  the  party  visited  my  plantation. 
They  took  him  out  and  whipped  him  very  severely ;  he  did  not  recover  so  as  to  work 
for  two  or  three  weeks.  Rnfe  Hickman  was  living  on  a  plantation  belonging  to  Dr» 
Cheatham. 

Qnestion,  Did  you  hear  what  Hickman's  imputed  ofiense  was  f 

Answei'.  There  was  a  white  woman  of  low  character  living  in  the  neighborhood,  who 
used  to  visit  with  colored  people,  and  she  went  to  a  dance,  and  this  Hickman  danced 
with  her;  and  they  told  him  they  whipped  him  because  he  danced  with  a  white  wo- 
man. 1  believe  that  was  the  only  thing  they  claimed  to  have  against  him.  I  saw  him 
after  he  was  whipped,  and  he  told  me  that  was  what  they  said  tney  whipped  him  for. 

QnesHon,  Did  you  ever  bear  of  the  case  of  Samuel  McMillan,  who  was  shot  at  and 
diot  one  of  the  assailsAts  f  ^ 

Answer,  In  this  county  f 

QHS&iion,  I  think  it  was  in  Winston  County. 

Ansicer.  No,  sir;  I  do  not  remember  to  have  beard  of  it. 

Qnosiim,  Have  you  known  or  heard  of  the  teachers  of  colored  schools  being  mo- 
lested? 

Answer.  I  have  known  of  none  in  this  county  being  molested ;  in  Lowndes  I  heard 
of  the  whipping  of  a  teacher ;  he  was  ordered  to  leave  the  State  for  teaching  a  colored 
Bohool.  In  Winston  County  they  have  not  permitted  anybody  to  teach  a  colored 
school,  or  a  white  one  either,  for  the  last  seven  or  eiffht  months.  I  think  they  burned 
all  the  Bchool-houses  in  that  county,  except  one,  where  schools  were  being  taught. 
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They  were  teaching  school  in  some  chnrohes,  and  they  even  honied  the  chnrohes  when 
they  have  been  given   for  that  purpose.    The  colored  people  on  my  plantation  boUt 
a  school-house,  and  were  going  to  establish  a  school  for  the  neighborhood,  and  it  was 
bnmed  about  the  time  they  eot  it  accomplished. 
QuegHon,  Winston  County  nas  a  majority  of  whites,  I  believe  f 
Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  quite  a  large  minority  of  whites? 

Question.  Have  things  been  in  a  very  disturbed  condition  in  that  county  f 
An9w§r.  Very  much  so  for  the  past  ten  months ;   so  much  so  that  the  colozed  people, 
a  great  many  of  them,  are  leaving  the  county. 
QuetUon,  Yon  may  give  a  general  description  of  the  character  of  the  outrages. 
Anmcer,  I  have  a  plantation  right  on  the  border  of  the  county,  and  the  infonnation 
I  have  is  from  colored  men  who  came  up  from  the  plantation,  when  I  was  there,  to  see 
me.    They  would  tell  me  they  were  threatened,  unless  they  would  be  advised  by  the 
whites,  and  do  as  they  desired  them  to  do ;  they  say  they  are  whipped,  or  threatened 
with1)einfs  visited  by  theKn-Klnx  at  night,  and  they  claim  that  they  ore  rtally  in  but 
little  better  condition  than  they  were  in  before  the  war. 

(iuesdon.  Is  there  a  great  state  of  terrorism  i»«vailing  among  the  colored  pec^le  in 
this  county  f 

Anmoer,  Very  great,  very  great ;  so  much  so  that  they  do  not  feel  at  liberty  to  ex- 
press their  opinions.  They  say  very  little ;  they  do  not  feel  safe  in  avowing  their  sen- 
timents. So  far  as  their  political  sentiments  are  concerned,  they  are  compeDed  to  ke^ 
quiet.  They  are  in  such  fear  that  they  are  unable  to  vote  their  sentiments.  When 
meetings  are  held,  and  I  have  held  several  meetings  in  that  county,  colored  people  do 
not  come  out;  they  are  afraid  to.  If  a  few  of  them  would  attend  a  republican  meet- 
ing they  dare  not  give  any  evidence  of  a^roving  anything  said  in  the  speech,  for  fear 
it  will  be  noticed,  and  they  may  suffer  for  it. 

QvifiUon,  Is  it  yoxix  opinion  that  these  outrages  are  committed  with  a  view  of  con- 
trolling the  political  action  of  the  blacks  there! 

Awncer.  I  think  so.    I  could  see  no  other  object  in  pursuing  that  coarse.    It  haa  sne- 
ceeded  in  accomplishing  that  result. 
Quesium,  The  negroes  there  abstain  from  voting,  or  veto  with  the  democrats! 
Answer.  Yes,  sir.    I  do  not  know  what  this  election  will  show,  but  I  think  it  will 
show  that  they  either  have  staid  away  from  the  polls  or  have  voted  with  the  demo- 
crats entirely.    I  know  in  the  portion  of  the  connty  where  I  am  acquainted  the  col- 
ored people  will  not  attempt  at  all  to  go  to  the  polls;  they  have  told  me  so.    'Tbej 
have  said  that  they  did  not  feel  safe  in  voting,  and,  under  the  ciroamstances,  I  advised 
them  to  that  course.  There  was  no  prospect  of  gaining  anything  by  voting,  and  whexe 
the  danger  was  so  great  I  did  not  feel  like  advising  them  to  jeopardize  their  livea. 
QuesHan.  What  has  been  the  character  of  the  disturbances  in  Neshoba  County  ! 
Anmoer.  Well,  there  is  very  much  the  same  state  of  feeling  there  as  in  Winston,  I 
believe,  though  not  so  severe.    There  are  but  very  few  colored  people  in  that  coonl^. 
There  has  never  been  an  organization  among  the  colored  people  there  politically;  they 
have  not  been  organized.    In  1869  they  voted  in  that  county,  most  of  the  oolorea 
people  voted,  without  any  danger ;  they  were  not  threatened  in  1669. 
QiMffHofi.  Have  there  been  disturbances  since  that  time  in  that  county  ! 
Answer.  I  have  heard  of  but  very  few.  I  have  heard  of  a  few  ne^irthe  Wijutonliae— 
of  a  few  men  being  whipped.    I  have  heard  of  no  man  being  killed  in  NesIolM  that  I 
xemember  now — no  colored  men. 

QwsiUm.  Are  there  any  colored  schools  in  Neshoba!     • 

Answer.  Not  that  I  know  of.  I  do  not  think  they  have  attempted  to  establish 
any  there,  but  I  am  not  positive.  There  are  very  few  colored  people  in  that  county. 
QuesUon.  You  have  sx)oken  of  one  case  of  outrage  in  Kemper  County — ^that  on  your 
own  plantation.  Do  you  know,  or  have  you  heard^  of  any  others  in  Kemper  County  ! 
Answer.  I  have  heard  of  others,  but  I  could  not  give  yon  the  particulars. 
Qwstion.  Murders  or  whipping,  or  both  ? 
Answer.  Both. 

Question.  Have  yon  heard  of  any  colored  schools,  or  teachers  of  colored  schools,  being 
interfered  with  ! 

•  Answer.  I  have  heard  that  some  of  them  have  been  warned  to  leave  the  county: 
with  the  exception  of  the  school-house  near  my  neighborhood  I  have  not  heard  of 
any  being  burned.  I  know  several  colored  schools  are  being  carried  on  succeasfolly 
in  that  county. 

Question.  Describe  the  state  of  things  at  present,  and  in  the  past,  in  Carroll  Connty. 
-  Answer.  Carroll  County  is  at  the  extreme  western  portion  of  this  district,  and  I  am 
not  familiar  there.  In  the  year  1869,  during  the  elecition,  there  was  a  perfect  reign  of 
terror  among  the  colored  people  there :  they  were  all  compelled  to  eitlier  not  vote  at 
all,  or  vote  as  the  white  people  desirea  them  to  vote.  There  has  been  some  disturb- 
ance there  I  know,  from  the  fact  that  it  was  necessary  in  1869  to  send  troops 
there  in  order  to  carry  on  the  election  ;  there  was  some  disturbance,  some  violence. 
For  the  last  few  months  I  have  not  heard  of  any  disturbances  in  Carroll  Connty. 
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Quetiion,  Have  tbeie  been  any  disturbances  in  Lowndes.  County,  according  to  your 
information^  except  tbe  riot  which  occurred  at  Meridian  last  March  f 

Answer.  Meridian  is  not  in  Lowndes  County.  There  was  a  disturbauoe  at  Artesia^ 
the  other  day. 

Qu€Btion  I  mean  Lauderdale  County. 

Anstver.  No,  sir ;  there  has  been  no  general  disturbance  since  the  riot.  There  have 
been  several  men  killed  in  Lauderdale  County  since  that  time. 

Questian,  Colored  men! 

Ansu:er,  Yes,  sir. 

Qu€9tion,  Is  it  your  undertsandlng  that  they  were  killed  by  disguised  bands  of 
menf 

Answer,  1  have  so  nnderstood  it.  I  spoke  at  Meridian,  in  the  early  part  of  the  can* 
▼ass,  perhaps  a  month  a^,  and  there  was  a  colored  man  present  at  the  meeting  by 
the  name  of  Cole,  I  think|  that  a  few  days  afterwards  was  murdered.  I  was  in- 
formed |that  he  was  murdered  by  masked  men.  He  was  quite  a  prominent  colored 
man  there. 

Question.  What  effect  has  the  riot  at  Meridian,  and  theother  outrages  in  that  county, 
had  upon  colored  men,  in  respect  to  creating  a  general  alarm,  and  feeling  of  inse- 
curity f 

Anstcer.  They  have  felt  since  that  riot  very  timid  and  insecure,  and  a  great  many 
have  left  the  county.  I  think  at  one  time,  when  I  was  at  Jackson,  there  were  from 
fifty  to  one  hundred  from  Lauderdale  County  came  to  Jackson ;  they  were  afraid  to 
remain  there  longer.  A  part  of  them  went  uom  there  to  other  counties,  to  the  bot- 
toms. I  have  duriuff  the  past  few  weeks  been  in  Lauderdale  County,  in  different 
portions  of  it,  and  talked  with  colored  people.  I  know  from  what  they  said  that  tbey 
leel  very  timid,  and  very  much  afraid. 

Question.  Do  you  know  what  effect  tills  alarm  has  had  in  causing  them  to  abstain 
fh)m  going  to  the  polls f 

Answer.  I  do  not.  I  could  tell  after  I  see  the  result  of  the  election.  I  think  you  will 
find  that  one-fourth  of  the  colored  people  in  Lauderdale  County  will  not  go  to  the 
polls.  In  the  precincts  away  from  tne  troops^at  Meridian,  I  think— probably  a  large 
portion  of  the  colored  people  will  remain  away  from  the  poUs.  Colored  and  white  are 
nearly  eaually  divided,  n  the  real  sentiment  of  the  county  could  be  found,  it  would 
be  republican.  I  think  you  will  find  that  it  has  gone  democratic;  and  if  it  has,  it  will 
be  only  on  account  of  the  intimidation  of  colored  people. 

Question.  You  spoke  also  of  Lowndes  as  being  in  the  third  congressional  district,  with 
which  you  were  mmiliarf 

^iMicer.  Yes,  sir. 

Qu^tion.  Do  you  know  or  have  yuu  heard  anything  of  any  disturbances  in  that 
county  f 

Answer.  Two  or  three  months  ago  there  was  a  colored  man  killed  there  by  disguised 
inen,  and  there  wore  one  or  two  teachers  that  I  heard  of  who  were  warned  to  quit  the 
countj^ — warned  bv  letters;  oi^e  of  the  letteis  was  published.  I  know  at  the  time 
Judge  Orr  was  holding  court  there.  I  saw  him  after  court  was  over,  and  he  said  that 
the  acts  of  violence  were  very  near  to  Columbus.  He  charged  the  grand  jury  three 
different  ^mes  with  the  view  of  getting  indictments  against «ome  men  that  ne  thought 
could  be  gotten  if  he  conld  have  a  grand  jury  that  was  not  in  sympathy  with  them. 
He  thought  he  could  get  indictments  against  some  men  who  committed  the  outrages 
there,  but  he  was  unable  to  set  any  indictments. 

Question.  What  is  the  condition  of  affairs  in  Monroe  County  f 

Answer.  Since  troops  have  been  sent  there  I  think  it  is  very  quiet.  After  the  whip- 
ping of  Huggins,  up  to  the  time  troops  were  sent  there,  there  was  a  general  feeling  of 
insecurity  among  the  colored  people. 

Question,  Have  troops  been  stationed  there  since  that  time  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  What  effect  does  the  stationing  of  troops  in  one  of  these  disturbed  districts 
have  in  quelling  or  stopping  these  outrages  f 

Answer.  As  far  as  the  colored  people  are  concerned,  and  white  people  too,  they  feel 
that  it  is  a  protection ;  that  iu  case  there  is  any  riot  or  violence,  they  can  appeal  to 
the  troops  to  have  it  put  down  speedily.  It  give»  security  to  the  people  in  those 
places. 

Question.  Does  it,  in  point  of  fact,  stop  the  commission  of  outrages  in  the  neighbor- 
hood f 

Answer.  I  think  so.  The  violent  men,  as  long  as  the  troops  remain  there,  are  not  dis- 
posed, or  rath(T  less  disposed,  to  commit  lawless  deeds;  they  are  more  cart-rnl. 

Question,  You  may  speak  oi  the  condition  of  alFairs  in  Oktibbeha  County  ? 

Anstcer,  Well,  sir,  there  was  a  man  there  whose  name  I  forget.  The  first  disturbance 
that  occurred  was  about  four  or  five  mouths  ago.  This  was  a  Scotchman,  who  had 
been  a  school-teacher,  and  merchandising  at  Starksville,  the  counl^-seat.    He  was 
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waited  npon  at  nigbt  by  a  body  of  men,  and  given  a  certain  time  to  quit  tbe  coanty. 
Part  of  tnem  were  disguised  men.  They  attempted  to  commit  violence  npon  him,  and 
he  was  forced  to  leave.  He  did  finally  leave  the  county,  and  reported  the  case  to  the 
United  States  court  at  Oxford.  It  was  investigated,  and  indictments  were  found 
against  several  men  in  the  connty.  Since  that  time  I  nave  heard  of  one  or  two  deaths 
of  colored  men  at  the  hands  of  masked  men. 

QuesHan,  Was  this  Scotchman  you  have  spoken  of  a  teacher  of  a  colored  school  f 

Ansicer,  He  had  taught  a  colored  school  in  the  connty,  I  understood. 

Question.  What  is  the  sentiment  of  the  people  of  those  counties  where  these  disturb- 
ances have  existed  in  relation  to  the  common-school  system,  particularly  as  it  is  exr 
tended  to  the  education  of  the  colored  children  f  Are  they  generally  in  favor  of  col- 
ored schools  or  opposed  to  them  f 

Answer,  There  is  a  very  great  diversity  of  sentiment.  The  liberal  men,  the  best  men, 
the  most  intelligent  mon  in  the  community,  are  in  favor  of  free  schools  and  the  educa- 
tion of  the  colored  people.  The  opposition  to  the  free  schools — the  colored  schools — 
comes  from  tbe  men  who  were  formerly  overseers,  and  thelower  class — those  who  them- 
selves most  need  education  here  in  the  State. 

Question,  What  do  you  understand  to  be  the  gnround  of  their  opposition  f 

Ansicer.  They  seem  to  believe,  or  say  they  believe^  that  the  African  race  is  an  infe- 
rior race,  and  there  is  no  use  in  attempting  to  bring  it  up  to  an  equality  with  the  white 
race ;  and  there  seems  to  be  a  jealousv  on  tbe  part  of  tne  ^oor  class  against  the  col- 
ored people,  very  much  the  same  kind  of  Jealousy  felt  by  the  Irishmen  all  over  the  United 
States  against  the  colored  people. 

Question,  Growing  out  of  any  apprehension  that  they  will  be  successful  competitors 
with  them  to  carry  on  the  labor  of  the  country  f 

Anstcer,  It  would  seem  so.  They  seem  to  feel  that  the  elevation  of  the  black  laoe 
will  be  a  detriment  to  them ;  they  seem  to  fear  it.  Some  of  the  prominent  plant«rB  in 
Winston  County  have  told  me — and  I  know  the  best  class  of  men  in  that  county  are 
very  much  opposed  to  this  violence  that  is  driving  the  labor  out  of  the  connty — tiitty 
told  me  the  attempt  was  made  by  the  poor,  unreliable  non-property  holders,  with  a 
view  of  j^etting  rid  of  black  labor  there,  in  order  to  command  tlieir  own  prices  for 
labor.    They  regarded  a  great  deal  of  the  violence  as  springing  from  that  motive. 

Question,  Has  there  been,  so  far  as  your  information  exten£,  any  disposition  on  th« 
part  of  the  white  class  to  prevent  the  colored  race  from  becoming  the  owners  of  lands- 
cultivating  them  f 

Answer,  There  was  a  very  manifest  disposition  to  prevent  them  from  owning  lands 
in  1866  and  1867,  at  the  time  the  legislature  of  those  years  passed  th|  law  forbidding 
them  to  owu  or  lease  lands.  There  was  such  a  law  passed  by  this  State  by  the  legis- 
latures in  1865  and  1867. 

Question,  What  did  you  understand  to  be  the  reasons  that  induced  that  le^lature  f 

Answer,  Well,  sir,  the  planters  had  an  idea  at  the  time,  and  the  prevailing  idea  was, 
that  it  was  impairing  their  efficiency  as  laborers ;  that. the  eood  of  the  country  required 
that  they  should  be  kept  in  such  a  condition  that  they  could  be  controlled  as  they  had 
formerly  been. 

By  Mr.  Bucklby  : 

Question,  Was  that  a  democratic  le^lature  f 

AnsiPer,  Yes,  sir,  it  was  a  democratic  legislature^  The  idea  of  the  planters  at  fiiiit 
was  to  keep  large  plantations ;  to  mn  large  plantations  the  same  as  they  had  done 
prior  to  the  war.  It  was  a  long  time  before  they  could  give  up  the  idea  of  planting  on 
a  large  scale.  At  that  time  it  was  thought  that  if  tbe  colored  men  were  allowra  to 
lease  or  buy  lands,  it  would  demoralize  the  labor  of  the  entire  country.  It  was  neoea- 
sary,  they  thought,  to  control  the  labor  in  order  to  cfo  anything  at  all  to  prosper. 

^y  the  Chairman  : 
QmesUon.  Did  they  apprehend  a  scarcity  of  labor  to  run  their  plantations  in  case  the 
negroes  geuerallv  became  independent  freeholders? 
Anmoer,  Yes,  sir ;  that  was  one  of  the  motives,  undoubtedly. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 
Question,  Was  that  the  same  legislature  that  elected  Alcorn  Senator  the  first  tioMf 
Ansvoer.  Yes,  sir ;  the  aame  legislatare. 

By  the  Craikman  : 

Question,  What  are  the  sentiments  of  the  white  people  in  relation  to  colored  soffiage 
at  this  time ;  are  thev  generally  reconciled  to  it  f 

Answer.  They  are  becoming  so  very  rapidly.  They  opposed  it  very  bitterly  at  first, 
BO  much  so  that  they  would  not  go  to  the  polls  at  the  first  election  in  this  State  when 
colored  people  were  permitted  to  vote ;  but  they  are  becoming  reconciled  to  it  veiy 
rapidly.    There  is  a  very  bitter  opposition  in  some  counties  yet. 

Question,  Do  you  think  ^the  democratic  party  of  this  State  has  given  over  entirety 
all  hope  of  gettmg  rid  of  colored  suffirage  T 
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AmmBW,  No,  sir;  I  do  not  tixink  tbey  have  given  np  entirely.  They  yield  to  ibroe 
and  do  not  yield  from  choice.  If  they  had  the  power  they  would  do  away  with  colored 
soifrage  at  anj  time,  in  my  opinion.  They  are  Decerning  reconciled  to  it  because  ^ey 
Bee  no  hope  of  avoiding  it,  and  it  is  more  from  necessity  than  choice,  not  because  they 
believe  it  is  riffht. 

Qu-tsUon,  Is  there  a  disposition  on  the  part  of  the  thinking  men  of  the  party,  in  view 
of  the  fact  that  the  negro  is  now  a  voter,  to  elevate  him  as  fiix  as  possible  and  extend 
to  him  the  benefits  of  location  f 

Aniwmr,  That  sentiment  prevails  among  a  portion  of  the  people,  the  liberal-minded 
portion  of  the  people,  but  it  is  not  a  large  portion  of  the  people  who  take  that  view  of 
the  subject,  and  a  fp^MX  many  of  them  are  favorable  now  to  his  elevation,  taking  steps 
showing  a  disposition  to  try  it.  Now,  here  is  an  instance  in  this  county :  One  of  the 
directors,  Mr.  Moore,  is  the  most  prominent  man  in  the  county,  or  has  taken  i^e  most 
prominent  part  in  establishing  colored  schools,  and  he  has  always  been  a  democrat. 
He  was  a  tolerabl^^  large  planter  before  the  war.  There  are  several  of  his  class  who 
are  taking  a  prominent  part  in  establishing  colored  schools,  but  with  these  men,  as 
soon  as  they  take  that  view,  discredit  is  cast  upon  their  standing  in  their  own  party; 
th^  lose  cast  in  their  party  by  tsJcing  that  stand. 

QueBiion.  What  effect,  in  your  opinion,  in  arresting  these  outrages  has  the  passage 
of  the  law  last  April  by  Congress  had  f 

AMwer,  I  think  it  has  had  a  very  salutary  effect  indeed. 

QueBtUm,  I  mean  in  giving  jurisdiction  to  the  Federal  courts  in  these  oases  f 

Ansicer,  A  very  salutary  Stect  indeed. 

QueattoH,  Do  they  stand  in  more  awe  of  the  Federal  courts  than  the  State  courts  t 

Answer,  They  stood  in  no  awe  of  the  State  courts  at  all.    It  would  have  been  impose 
Bible  to  have  convicted  anybody  in  the  State  courts  as  organized.  • 
*   Question,  What  instances  of  conviction  have  you  known  or  been  informed  of  in  cases 
of  outrage  committed  by  bands  of  men  in  disguise  f 

Anawer,  I  have  not  known  of  one,  not  heard  of  one.  I  have  not  heard  ef  an  indioir 
mentj  except  an  indictment  aeainst  four  or  five  men  up  at  Corinth.  Those  are  the 
only  mdictments  I  have  heard  of,  found  against  men  for  committing  violence  in  dis- 


QueaUim,  What  practical  diiBeulty,  in  vour  Judgment,  would  there  be,  where  a  ne- 
gro man  had  been  murdered  by  a  band  of  disguised  men,  if  the  cooiimnnity  took  the 
matter  in  hand  and  made  firesh  and  vigorous  pursuit,  and  employed  every  available 
means  to  find  out  the  perpetrators,  in  bringing  them  to  justice  f 

Anmoer,  The  difficulty  is  iust  here :  the  organization  is  so  widelv  spread  through  these 
counties  that  it  is  next  to  impossible  to  get  a  grand  jury  which  has  not  one  or  more  of 
the  members  of  the  organization  upon  it,  and,  even  af  you  could  get  an  indictment, 
yon  would  scarcely  be  able  to  get  a  petit  jury  that  would  conriot.  If  yon  succeeded 
in  getting  a  srand  ju^  that  had  not  some  member  of  the  organization  upon  it  they 
would  be  under  intimidation  in  finding  a  true  bill  against  a  member  of  the  order,  fear- 
ing the  vengeance  of  the  order.  There  are  men  who  are  very  much  opposed  to  the  vio- 
lence of  this  organization,  bnt  they  dare  not  say  anything,  dare  not  express  their  sen- 
timents openly,  for  fear  they  will  be  visited  by  this  violence,  and  suffer  in  person  or 
property. 

Question,  For  this  reason  would  witnesses  be  intimidated  from  testifying  before 
courts  f 

Answer,  Tes.  sir;  they  would.  Witnesses  brought  up,  knowing  these  acts,  would 
refuse  to  testify,  fearing  that  personal  violence  would  be  visited  upon  theniselveB. 

Question,  Would  that  man  be  in  danger  who  would  take  an  open,  bold  stand  against 
the  Eu-Klux  outrages,  and  make  vigorous  efforts  to  discover  tne  secrets  of  the  order 
and  bring  the  perpetrators  of  th^se  outrages  to  justice  f 

Answer,  I  think  he  would,  undoubtedly.  If  there  was  a  public  sentiment  here  suffi- 
cient to  take  ground  against  them  the  danger  then  would  be  evaded,  but  a  few  men,  or 
ooe  man  to  t<3^e  a  stand  against  them,  womd  be  in  danger  of  suffering  from  the  organ- 
ization, if  they  were  open^  denounced. 

Question,  Have  you  Known  anv  instance  in  which  the  good  men  of  the  community 
have  called  a  meeting  and  passed  resolutions  denoancing  these  outrages,  and  pledging 
themselves  to  aid  all  offers  to  put  a  stop  to  them  f 

Answer,  None  in  this  portion  of  the  State.  There  was  such  a  meeting  held  up  in 
Marshall,  or  De  Soto  County,  two  or  three  months  aeo,  but  there  has  been  no  such 
meeting  held  in  auy  of  these  counties  where  the  violent  acts  have  been  committed 
around  here. 

Question.  What,  in  your  opinion,  would  have  been  the  effect  of  such  an  expression  of 
opinion  by  the  good  men  of  tho  country  f 

Afiswer,  1  think  it  would  have  caused  the  disbanding  of  the  organization  in  a  very 
short  time.  If  they  would  take  earnestly  that  sort  of  a  stand  I  think  tbey  could  suppress 
it  in  a  very  short  time.  Their  silence  is  only  construed  by  these  violent  men  into 
acquiescence.  If  the  prominent  infiuential  men  would  take  such  a  decided  stand  this 
whole  thing  would  soon  die  out. 
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Question.  Is  it  mippoeed  thftt  this  Ka-Elox  Klan  is  recruited  in  part  from  the  decent, 
respectable  young  men  of  the  conntry  f 

Answer,  xes,  sir ;  they  make  up  a  le^rge  portion  of  it,  as  is  generally  understood  and 
believed. 

Question,  Sons  of  planters  f 

Answer.  Sons  of  planters,  and  sons  of  rospectaUe  men. 

Question,  If  you  are  able  to  analyze  these  outrages,  and  state  the  different  purposes 
for  which  they  were  perpetrated,  tne  committee  would  be  glad  to  have  the  benefit  of 
your  opinion. 

Answer.  I  think  the  general  intention  of  the  organization  was  wholly  political ;  but, 
in  carrying  it  out  in  the  various  localities,  it  is  very  frequently  diverted  from  that  to 
suit  the  local  organizations.  They  gave,  it  a  local  turn  in  different  localities,  but  the 
main  object  of  the  organization  is,  as  I  understand  it,  to  operate  just  previous  to  and 
during  elections,  in  order  to  have  an  effect  on  the  colored  voters. 

Question.  Does  it  usually  have  that  effect? 

Answer.  It  does  have  that  effect ;  wherever  they  are  not  interfered  with  it  has  that 
effect ;  in  counties  like  Winston,  where  there  is  no  opposition,  nor  sufficient  force  to 
oppose  them,  or  in  Lauderdale  County,  if  there  were  no  {roops  there,  it  would  have 
the  effect  of  keeping  the  colored  people  from  the  polls,  or  forcing  them  to  vote  with 
the  white  people.  The  colored  people  are  very  timid ;  taking  them  singly,  very  few  of 
them  have  any  personal  courage.  When  they  are  in  a  largo*body  they  give  a  kind  of 
coutldence  to  each  other,  and  tney  can  be  incited  to  do  pretty  brave  deeds,  but  natu^ 
rally  tbey  are  all  timid. 

Question.  Do  they  not  generally  feel  that  they  have  no  protection  at  the  hands  of  the 
State  courts  in  the  world,  or  no  adequate  protection  against  these  outrages? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  they  have  that  feeling ;  they  are  atraid.to  appeal  to  the  courts.  If 
a  colored  man  is  visited  by  this  violence  and  whipped,  he  is  afraid  to  go  and  make  any 
stir  about  it,  for  fear  the  next  time  they  come  tney  will  murder  him.  They  always 
charge  him  after  they  whip  him,  saying,  '^  If  you  make  any  report  or  fuss  about  this, 
the  next  time  we  come  we  will  do  yon  five  times  worse ;''  and  they  are  intimidated 
from  taking  any  steps,  even  if  they  know  the  parties.  In  some  cases,  I  believe,  they 
have  recognized  them,  and  have  refused  to  give  any  information  to  lead  to  their  con- 
viction, for  fear  it  would  only  result  in  some  harm  to  themselves. 

Question.  Qovemor,  what  has  been  the  course  of  the  democratic  press  in  this  State 
in  relation  to  these  outrages,  either  as  to  denying  their  existence,  or  Justifying  them, 
or  apologizing  for  them  ? 

Answer,  Until  the  evidence  became  perfectly  overwhelming,  the  democratic  press 
denied  the  existence  of  the  organization.  Since  the  evidence  became  perfectly  over* 
whelming,  they  have  sought  to  excuse  and  palliate  the  acts  of  these  'Violent  men.  I 
have  not  Known  of  a  single  out-spoken  democratic  sheet  in  Mississippi,  which  has  nt- 
tered  a  sentiment  in  direct  opposition  to  the  organization.*  They  have,  in  a  kind  of 
quasi  manner,  called  on  the  people  to  preserve  tw  peace,  and  flaMered  the  i)eople  with 
being  a  law-abiding  people,  but  as  to  coming  out  boldly,  and  denouncing  this  violence, 
and  this  night-marauding,  I  have  not  known  a  single  sheet  in  the  State  to  do  it. 

Question.  With  the  exception  of  the  resolutions  you  spoke  of  a  little  while  ago,  havs 
you  known  that  party,  in  any  of  its  platforms,  in  its  press,  or  through  any  of  its  recog- 
nized organs,  to  denounce  this  Ku-Klux  organization,  or  the  outrages  committed 
by  it? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  have  not  in  any  other  instance  except  that  one  in  De  Soto  County. 
That  is  the  only  instance  I  have  known  in  this  State. 

By  Mr.  Rice: 

Question.  You  say  in  this  State  there  is  little  or  no  violeiice  in  most  of  the  counties  f 

Answer,  In  the  majority  of  the  counties,  there  has  been  very  little  violence. 

Question.  How  do  the  colored  people  vote  in  those  counties  where  they  are  left  free  f 

Answer.  Tbey  vote  uuauimously  n^publican. 

Question.  You  spoke  a  wbilo  ago  oi  Senator  Alcorn  being  elected  by  the  legislatore 
that  passed  the  bill  against  the  colored  people  owning  lands. 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  ^ 

Question.  Was  that  in  1866,  when  he  was  elected,  prior  to  his  present  election  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  he  was  elected,  and  went  on  to  Washington.  He  and  Sharkey,  I 
think,  were  elected  at  the  same  time— I  am  not  very  bright  upon  that  now — ^and  they 
went  on  and  were  not  seated. 

Question.  He  was  elected,  then,  by  a  democratic  legislature? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  by  a  democratic  legislature. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 
Question,   Who  is  the  circuit  Judge  of  this  circuit  ? 
Answer.  Judge  Orr,  of  Columbus,  Lowndes  County. 

Question.  Does  his  circuit  embrace  most  of  the  counties  you  have  named  as  beinf 
disturbed  counties  in  this  portion  of  the  State  ? 
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Ansteer,  It  does  not  embrace  Moni'oe,  on  tbe  north,  nor  Lauderdale,  nor  Kemper>  on 
tbo  south.  They  are  in  Judge  Leachman's  district.  Judge  Orr's  district  comprisefl 
Lowndes,  Oktibbeha,  Noxubee,  and  Winston^ those  four  counties  >vhere  there  bavo 
been  disturbances. 

Question,  Is  be  a  son  of  Judse  James  L.  Orr,  of  South  Carolina  f 

Anstcer,  He  is  a  brother  of  tnat  gentleman. 

Question,  Is  he  a  goo<l  lawyer  ? 

Jnawer,  He  is  a  good  lawyer ;  a  fine  lawyer,  and  a  fine  Jndge. 

Question,  Is  he  rigid  in  the  enforcement  of  tbe  criminal  law  T 

Anstver*  Yes,  sir ;  vei-y  rigid.  He  does  all  in  bis  power  to  enforce  tbe  law ;  no  judga 
could  do  more.  Ho  is  a  man  of  fine  abilities,  and  be  uses  every  influence,  all  the  pow 
er  that  he  has,  to  enforce  the  law. 

Question,  Is  there  an^  reason,  then,  why  the  law  should  be  taken  into  tbo  hands  of 
tbe  citizens  in  this  circuit,  in  reference  to  these  minor  offenses,  when  you  have  sach  a 
judge  to  administer  tbe  law  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  there  is  no  reason  for  it. 

Question.  Do  yon  bear  particnlur  complaint  of  your  judiciary  in  this  State  f 

Answer.  Very  little  complaint  of  tbo  judiciary.  There  has  been  none  in  this  district ; 
noue  in  the  districts  these  outlaws  have  overrun.  In  these  several  counties  in  the 
eastern  poi-tion  of  the  State,  there  bavo  been  no  complaints  of  the  judges. 

Question.  The  pretext  given  for  these  outrages  in  some  localities  is  that  the  judiciary 
is  partial ,  and  corrupt ,  and  incomx>etcnt.  Does  that  charge  lie  against  your  judiciary 
beret 

Ansioer,  No,  sir;  no  intelligent  roan  would  make  such  a  charge  against  the  judiciary 
in  this  section  of  the  State.  The  bar  would  not  indorse  any  such  sentiment.  The  bar 
is  almost  entirely  democratic  in  these  counties,  but  I  do  not  think  you  could  get  any 
snch  sentiment  from  the  bar.  Judge  Orr  has  been  regarded  for  many  years  as  one  of 
the  best  la^vyers  in  Eastern  Mi88i8sippi,aud  Judge  Davis  above  has  been  regarded  as  a 
very  fine  lawyer — Davis  and  Reynolds  both.  Davis  and  Leachmau  have  been  the 
judges  before. 

(^estion.  The  pretext  given  for  these  outrages  in  some  localities,  as  in  Georgia  and 
'South  Carolina,  is  that  the  pardoning  power  has  been  too  freely  used.    Is  that  the  case 


m  Mississippi? 

Answer.  No,  sir;  there  has  been  no  sncb  complaint  that  I  have  ever  heard.  There  is 
uo  cause  for  any. 

Question.  Another  pretext,  as  in  North  Carolina,  is  that  there  have  been  burnings  of 
dwelling-bouses  and  gin-bouses  by  colored  people.  Have  you  heard  such  complaint  in 
Mississippi  ? 

An9\rer.  I  have  not  heard  such  complaint  in  this  State. 

Question.  Another  complaint  assigned  is  that  there  have  been  rapes  by  colored  men 
upon  white  women.    Have  you  beard  of  such  things  in  Mississippi  T 

Ansivin\  I  do  not  think  I  have  board  of  an  instance  of  that  kind  in  this  State ;  I  do 
not  remember  to  have  heard  one. 

Question.  Another  pretext  given  for  the  organization  of  the  Ku-Klux  in  some  locali>- 
ties  is  that  the  Uuion  Leagues  have  been  operating  in  such  a  manner  as  to  produce 
alarm  among  tbe  whites.    Is  that  tbo  case  in  this  portion  of  Mississippi  f 

Answer.  I  have  heard  the  organization  of  the  Ku-Klnx  justified  on  account  of  there 
being  such  an  organization  among  the  colored  people  as  the  Union  League. 

Question.  Have  you  beard  of  any  acts  of  violence  which  the  Union  League  has  com- 
mitted t 

Ansircr.  No,  sir;  I  never  heard  it  put  on  that  ground.  I  have  not  heard  it  charged 
that  the  Union  League  has  attempted  to  commit  acts  of  violence.  There  is  a  great 
prejudice  against  the  League,  and  they  have  sought  to  overthrow  it  in  other  counties. 
-  it  never  has  been  organized  in  this  county.  lii  several  counties  there  has' been  a 
great  up]KJ8iti(m  to  it,  but  I  have  never  heard  it  charged  ihat  the  Union  League  was 
an  organization  for  the  purpose  of  having  any  such  object  as  committing  acts  of  vio- 
lence. 

Question.  Another  pretext  given  for  the  organization  of  the  Ku-Klnx  in  some  States 
is,  that  the  militia  laws  were  sncb  that  the  governor  had  power  to  cjill  out  the  negro 
militia  and  not  to  call  the  white  men  out.    Is  there  any  such  law  in  this  State? 

Anstccr,  There  is  no  such  cause  here.  We  have  a  militia  law,  but  there  is  no  militia 
under  it. 

Question.  In  some  localities,  as  in  Alabama,  excuse  is  sought  in  the  charge  that  a  State 
constitution  was  forced  on  the  people  at  the  point  of  the  bayonet,  in  violation  of  faith 
and  in  opposition  to  the  will  of  a  majority  of  tbe  citizens.  Is  thert  any  such  complaint 
in  Mississippi  ? 

Answer.  None  whatever.  Everybody  voted  for  tbo  constitution  as  it  finally  passed; 
both  parties  approved  it  in  their  platforms;  it  was  adopted  uuanimoujjly  by  the  i)eople 
of  Mississippi. 

Question.  So  it  is  the  constitution  of  their  adoption  f 

Anstv(r.  Yes,  sir. 
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•  Question,  It  is  alleged  aa  another  cause  of  complaint  and  dissatisfaction  in  other 
States,  that  many  of  the  best  citizens  were  disfranchised,  so  that  they  conid  not  rote 
on  the  adoption  of  the  constitution.  Was  any  portion  of  the  people  here  disfraucfaisnl 
from  voting  for  or  against  the  constitution  f 

Answer,  No,  sir,  none;  at  the  election,  the  first  time  the  constitution  was  snbmtttcd, 
I'here  was  a  clause  disfranchising  a  portion  of  the  citizens,  bnt  it  was  defeated,  and  at 
the  Second  election  that  clause  was  stricken  out,  and  there  is  now  no  claose  in  onr 
ronstitution  preventing  any  man  from  voting.  All  are  permitted  to  vote.  None  are 
disfranchised,  except  those  disfranchised  by  the  fonrteenth  amendment  to  the  Concti- 
tntiou  of  the  United  States. 

Questum,  Another  excuse  for  these  outrages  in  Alabama  was  songht  in  the  statement 
that  the  officers  were  not  elected  by  the  people,  bnt  placed  in  power  by  the  bad  faith 
<vf  Congress  in  readmitting  the  State  as  it  did.  Have  the  people  of 'Mississippi  had 
caase  to  make  similar  complaint  f 

Answer,  The  State  officers  of  Mississippi  were  elected  by  the  people.  They  have  no 
caoBc  to  complain  on  that  score.  They  were  elected  by  a  majority  of  nearly  40,000  in 
this  State.  The  county  officers  have  all  been  appointed  by  the  eovemor.  *^TtieTe  has 
been  very  little  complaint.  There  have  been  complaints  in  some  localities  against  tbu 
appointees  of  the  governor,  but  not  snfficient  to  Justify  anything  like  a  resistance  to 
the  laws. 

By  Mr.  Rice  : 
Question.  It  has  never  been  set  up  as  a  justification  T 
Answer,  No,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 

Question,  Both  parties  nominated  and  voted  for  candidates  to  fill  the  different  Stato 
offices? 

Answer.  Yes,  sin 

Question.  And  also  for  members  of  Congress  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  There  were  two  tickets  in  all  the  congressional  districts,  and  an 
opposition  State  ticket. 

Question.  It  has  been  charged  in  some  States  that  there  has  been  a  wasteful  expend- 
itnre  of  public  money,  and  that  such  transactions  have  exasperated  the  people  and 
caused  discontent  and  violence.    Has  there  been  such  a  charge  here  t 

Answer.  There  is  no  such  charge  made  in  this  State,  except  about  election  time  they 
have  made  such  a  eharge  in  order  U}  make  political  capital,  the  same  as  they  would  in 
any  State ;  but  they  have  had  no  cause  to  make  such  a  complaint  in  this  State. 
There  have  been  no  acts  of  extravagance  that  the  i)eople  could  complain  of  generally. 

Question.  Is  it  your  opinion  that  the  State  government  of  Mississippi  is  geoeraliy 
free  from  corruption  t 

Answer.  I  think  so— as  much  so  as  an}*  of  the  States  in  tJie  Union. 

Question,  In  other  States  complaint  has  been  made  of  large  prospective  liabilities, 
which  have  been  incurred  by  the  indorsement  of  railroad  bonds  on  the  part  of  the 
State.    Have  yon  had  any  legislation  of  that  character  in  your  State  f 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  none  of  that  character.  The  last  legislature  passed  a  law  donating 
$4,000  a  mile  to  railroads  for  a  speciiied  time.  They  are  to  receive  their  pay,  or  to  re- 
ceive the  paper  of  the  State,  after  twenty-five  miles  of  the  road  have  been  completed 
and  rolling-stock  placed  upon  it.  That  has  been  generally  approved,  thongh,  by  the 
people.  In  the  majority  of  the  counties  the  people  are  in  favor  of  that  law.  There  is 
no  disposition  to  repeal  it.  It  was  so  popular  that  there  is  no  county  in  the  l^ate 
where  they  have  opposed  it  in  their  county  platform. 

By  Mr.  Rice  : 
Question.  That  donation  is  not  issued  on  any  incomplcte<l  road  f 
Answer.  No,  sir.  Whtn  they  have  completed  twenty-tive  miles,  and  that  mocb  of 
the  road  is  ready  for  use,  the  State  issues  warrants  to  the  amount  of  $4,000  per  niHe  for 
the  twenty-five  miles.  We  found  it  necessary  to  do  something  to  encourage  capitalists 
to  build  railroads  in  this  State,  or  else  ^the  States  adjoining  us  having  thrown  out 
inducements)  we  would  not  be  able  to  induce  any  of  the  capital  coming  into  the  rail- 
roads in  the  Southwestern  States  into  Mississippi.  We  did  this  with  the  ho^  of  get- 
ting  lailroad  men  to  turn  some  attention  to  Mississippi,  and,  it  may  be,  partially  sac- 
ceeded. 

By  Mr.  Bccd-et: 

Qu/estion,  Another  pretext  sometimes  given  for  the  Kn-Klnz  is  that  the  colored 
people  have  been  in  the  habit  of  umstering  with  arms  in  their  hands.  Is  that  a  com- 
plaint here  T 

Answer.  No,  sir;  H  has  never  occurred  in  this  State.  The  people  in  some  localititrs 
have  objected  to  their  coming  to  meetings  with  revolvers  and  guns.  Sometimes  a 
colored  man  has  brought  a  gun  along  to  meeting,  and  that  has  been  objected  to  by 
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'White  people;  but  it  is  Bcldom  that  it  has  occnrred.  Generally,  they  atteud  the  meet- 
in;;  without  arms.  They  are  always  advised  by  the  speakers  to  come  without  arms. 
Tlier«  has  been  no  general  complaint  of  that  character  in  this  State. 

(jHCHtion.  So  I  nnderstand  you  to  state  that  none  of  these  thin^  which  have  been 
made  tho  pretexts  for  Ku-Klux  outrages  in  other  States  exist  here  in  Mississippi  f 

Jn8iccr,  No,  sir:  none. 

QHf4tHon.  Is  it  for  this  reason  that  yon  think  there  is  no  cause,  or  ju6tificati<9h,  or 
palliation  fur  this  Ku-Klnx  organization? 

Answer.  I  could  not  find  any.  No  kind  of  reason  wonld  justify  these  Ku-Klux 
rxitrages  to  my  mind.  I  do  not  think  there  is  any  Justification.  Nothing  will  justify 
them. 

Question,  Have  yon  ever  heard  of  any  outrage,  or  pretended  outrage,  alleged  as  the 
ground  for  Ku-Klux  outrages  of  any  kind  that  could  not  have  been  reached  through 
the  civil  tribunals  t 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  I  have  not  in  tho  State  of  Mississippi. 

Question,  Yet  this  committee  has  found  a  great  many  Ku-Klnx  to  exist  in  this  sec- 
tion of  Mississippi.  How  do  yon  account  for  the  existence  of  them  in  the  absence  of 
nil  these  canses  which  have  been  mentioned  t 

Answer,  The  reason  I  gave  in  the  first  place,  that  it  was  apolitical  organization, 
with  a  vi^w  of  influencing  the  elections.  It  was  necessary  that  it  should  exist  in  all 
the  States  where  there  were  colored  voters,  and  it  has  been  organized  here  with  the 
Bamo  ffeueral  view  of  controlling  the  elections.  Another  reason  for  it — a  purely  politi- 
cal reason — they  succeeded  in  this  State  in  1868  in  controlling  several  counties.  They 
c<-«*^rolled  Carroll  County,  which  was  largely  colored,  Rankin,  and  several  other  coun- 
ties, by  intimidating  the  colored  people,  and  they  have  thought  that  they  could  do 
the  same  thing  in  this  election  ;  and  the  leading  democratic  organ,  tho  Clarion,  has 
Kev(Tal  times  called  on  the  people  to  remember  the  success  of  1H68,  and  has  counseled 
them  to  resort  to  the  same  means  used  in  186H  to  carry  tho  election. 

Question,  In  tho  Stiite  of  Alabama  there  has  been  some  complaint  in  regard  to  the 
election  laws  of  the  State;  especially  it  has  been  alleged  that  tho  law  prevents  chal- 
lenging the  voters.    Have  you  had  any  complaint  of  that  kind  in  Mississippi  f 

Answer,  No,  sir;  there  is  no  complaint  against  our  election  law  here — with  one  ex- 
ception. There  was  some  complaint  that  some  countie«  were  not  allowed  a  represent- 
ative. Tho  basis  of  representation  in  this  State  was  placed  under  the  constitution 
upon  the  number  of  voters,  and  in  some  counties  they  have  not  the  requibito  number 
to  entitle  them  to  a  representative.  There  was  some  objection  to  the  law  originally  by 
the  democratic  press.  These  counties  were  all  democratic  where  they  had  a  less  num- 
ber than  would  entitle  them  to  a  representative.  There  was  some  objection  made  that 
two  counties  were  thrown  together  and  had  only  one  representative.  That  is  the  only 
general  objection  I  have  heard  to  the  election  law.  The  election  law  itself  is  very 
much  the  same  as  the  old  election  law,  with  the  exception  of  a  registration  and  tho 
changes  to  answer  our  times.    It  is  very  mnch  the  same  as  the  old  one. 

Question,  There  is  not  complaint  enough  to  justify  any  outrages? 

Ansirei',  No,  sir :  no  charge  has  been  made  on  that  score. 

Question,  I  think  yon  have  stated  to  the  committee  that  the  counties  on  the  Alabama 
line  have  been  the  most  disturbed  of  any  in  the  State  t 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Are  yon  aware  that  the  people  of  Western  Alabama  ascribe  their  outrages 
to  tho  fact  that  they  live  in  close  proximity  to  the  disturbed  counties  in  Mississippi  t 

Anstver,  1  have  not  heard  that ;  that  is  news  to  me. 

Question,  It  is  not  news  to  tho  committee. 

Anstcer,  I  do  not  know  how  that  may  be.  I  presume  these  parties  are  able  to  cross 
the  border,  first  one  side  and  then  the  other.  I  know  on  the  western  border  of  Missis- 
sippi there  ha^e  been  no  disturbances  in  any  of  those  counties— no  violence  by  masked 
men. 

By  Mr.  Rice  : 
Question,  1  suppose  that  is  becanse  it  lies  next  to  Arkansas? 
Ansicer,  That,  or  perhaps  the  Mississippi  River,  which  is  difficult  to  cross. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question,  What  is  your  information  and  belief  as  to  the  employers  seeking  to  eontrol 
the  political  action  of  the  colored  people  by  threatening  to  turn  them  off  ot  the  lands, 
or  other  coercing  means  1 

Answer,  A  general  attempt  was  made  on  the  part  of  the  emi)loyor8  in  1868  to  force 
the  men  under  their  employ  to  vote  as  they  desired  them ;  but  since  then,  I  think,  they 
have  abandoned  that  policy  pretty  generally.  I  have  not  heard  of  it  existing,  or  only 
to  a  very  limited  degree  at  least,  during  this  canvass.  I  have  heard  of  sucli  threats 
being  made  in  some  localities. 

Question,  From  your  knowledge  of  the  ne^ro,  and  his  sentimruts  toward  the  party 
which  freed  him^  what  prox>ortiou,  if  any^  ot  the  colored  voters  wonld,  as  a  matter  of 
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choice,  vote  the  democratic  ticket,  if  no  coercing  methods  vere  employed  to  induee 
him  to  vote  that  way  ? 

An»Ker.  1  do  not  think  any  at  all;  not  any  whatever.  Their  nataral  desire  is  to  vote 
the  republican  ticket;  all  of  them,  withont  exception,  ai*e  so.  Unless  some  means  are 
resorted  to  by  bribery  or  intimidation,  I  think  they  would  vote  unanimously  the 
republican  ticket.  That  has  been  my  experience.  The  course  pursued  by  the  opposite 
party  has  been  such  as  to  create  suspicion  in  the  minds  of  the  colored  people  that  they 
were  insincere,  and  really  desired  to  deprive  them  of  the  rights  that  belonged  to  them. 
It  has  been  such  a  course  that  the  negro  could  not  have  confidence  in  that  party.  It 
was  not  so  much  on  account  of  the  republicans  /^ranting  the  colored  man  his  rights,  as 
the  course  pursued  by  the  opposition  creating  distrust. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 

Question.  Cannot  that  distrust  be  ascribed  in  large  part  to  the  legislative  acts  to 
which  you  have  referred  f 

Anatcer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Passed  in  1866  and  1867  r 

An8icer,  Yes,  sir;  that  legislation  was  the  first  thing  that  started  it.  The  course  pur- 
sued by  the  Avhite  i)eople  directly  after  the  colored  people  were  declared  free  was 
such  as  to  create  a  suspicion,  and  since  then  they  have  continued  in  the  same  line  of 
policy  to  a  sufficient  degree  to  prevent  any  confidence  springing  up  between  tfie  colored 
people  and  the  democratic  party. 

By  Mr.  Rice.: 

Question,  Have  not  the  democratic  party  opposed  every  step  toward  their  equality 
under  the  law  f 
Anncer,  Every  step ;  there  is  not  an  exception  I  know  of. 

By  Mr.  Bcckley  : 

Question.  It  has  been  asserted  by  some  witnesses  l>eforc  this  committee  that  the 
presence  of  people  from  other  States  has  had  a  tendency  to  produce  antagonism  of 
races,  and  unfriendly  feeling  between  the  whites  and  colored  people  here.  1  desire  to 
ask  you,  if  more  of  that  unfriendly  feeling  was  not  caused  by  the  character  of  the 
legislation  vou  have  refeiTed  to  than  any  other  cause. 

Ansicer.  By  far,  by  far;  the  most  of  it.  There  is  some  objection  here;  quite  lately 
this  x)rcjudice  has  been  sought  to  be  raised  against  men  coming  from  other  States;  but 
up  to  this  last  canvass  there  was  no  such  qnesti<m  raised  as  ojipositioii  to  men  coming 
in  and  settling  here  since  the  war.  It  was  not  a  question  out  of  which  political  capit^ 
could  be  made  until  this  canvass.  They  have  attempted  in  this  canvass  to  prejudice 
people  against  men  who  have  settled  in  here  since  the  war  from  other  States.  In  18(9 
they  made  no  such  attempt,  becanse  the  opposition  party  made  up  a  ticket,  a  very  laige 
jiaiit  of  which  was  composed  of  men  who  had  settled  in  Mississi[)pi  since  the  war. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  You  have  heard  of  the  murder  of  Mr.  Wissler,  which  took  place  in  this 
town  f 

Anaicer.  I  have  heard  of  it,  sir. 

Question,  It  has  been  said  that  you  became  his  bail,  or  went  his  security,  for  his 
appearance  to  answer  some  charge  preferred  against  him  in  one  of  the  courts  at 
Corinth  some  time  since,  and  that  there  %vas  a  feeling  among  some  that  he  might  not 
be  broii<;ht  to  justice  on  account  of  the  official  position  that  you  held,  and  the  contin- 
gency that  you  might  become  governor  of  the  State  and  pardon  him ;  and  the  theory 
IS  advanced  by  some  that  Wissler  was  murdered  because  of  the  apprehension  that  lie 
would  not  be  brought  to  justice,  or,  if  he  were  convicted,  that  he  would  be  panloned. 
You  may  state  now  your  motives,  and  all  your  motives,  for  having  become  his  bail. 

Answer.  Mr.  Wissler  was  charged  with  IiaviLg  attempted  to  bum  up  a  man.  You 
have,  perhaps,  heard  the  circumstances  of  that  case  ? 

Question,  Yes,  sir. 

Answer,  After  that,  his  wife,  whom  I  knew,  came  to  my  plantation  on  two  occasion5, 
and  told  me  that  her  family  was  snfiering ;  that  her  husband  was  there  in  confine- 
ment, and  she  could  find  nobody  willing  to  go  on  the  bail,  and  she  implored  roe  to  bail 
him  out  and  let  him  come  home  to  attend  to  his  family.  I  was  in  the  canvass  ;  I  went 
to  Corinth,  and  saw  the  magistrate  who  examined  the  witnesses,  or  before  whom  the 
primary  examiuation  was  had,  and  learned  the  character  of  the  testimony  and  the 
general  sentiments  of  the  best  thinking  men  there.  I  saw  the  editor  of  the  paper 
there,  and  difierent  ones,  and  they  all  were  of  the  same  opinion,  that  Wissler  had  no 
criminal  intent  against  that  man  whom  he  was  accused  of  murdering. 

Question.  Shipley? 

Anstcer,  Yea,  sir ;  Shipley.  I  was  satisfied  in  my  own  mind  that  he  had  no  int«>ntion  of 
committing  a  crime,  no  intention  of  murdering  the  man ;  that  it  was  simply  a  dmnkm 
spree  they  had  got  into^  and  this  was  an  accidental  aliair.    I  knew  he  could  not  he 
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tried  at  tbis  term  of  court,  becanse  the  code  was  not  poblislied,  and  there  was  to 
be  no  coart  held  there.  He  would,  therefore,  have  to  remain  several  mouths  away 
from  his  family.  There  was  no  gcutlemau  willing  to  goon  the  bond,  and  we  maile  a 
bond  for  him  to  allow  him  to  come. 

Qucsti{m.  Speaking  of  that  transaction ,  is  it  not  true  that,  when  the  matter  was 
fresh,  Wissler  was  put  upon  his  trial  or  hearing  before  the  examining  magistrates, 
and  after  a  hearing  of  the  evidence  they  discharged  him  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  that  is  true. 

Question,  Is  it  not  true  that  the  matter  remained  dormant  for  months,  nntil  he  was 
casually  passing  through  Corinth  and  was  arrested  and  pat  upon  trial  again  t 

Answer.  No,  it  was  about  two  or  three  weeks  he  was  casnally  passing  through  the 
city,  and  was  arrested  again.  He  would  not  have  been  arrested  had  he  not  been 
employed  by  the  United  States  marshal  in  making  arrests  of  Ku-Klux.  The  pre- 
judice was  aroused  against  him,  I  am  satisfied  in  my  own  mind,  because  of  his  being 
enaployed  by  the  United  States  marshal  in  arresting  Ku-Klux. 

Question.  At  that  very  time  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  And  you  think  he  was  indebted  for  his  second  arrest  to  that  circumstance t 

Answer.  I  think  so  undoubtedly. 

Questio%,  You  say  you  conversed  with  the  leading  thinking  men,  among  others  the 
editor,  at  Corinth  in  reference  to  that  affair  f 

Ansicer.  1  did. 

Question.  Was  it  the  impression  at  that  time  among  this  class  of  men  that  he  was 
innocent  of  any  guilty  intent  ? 

Answer.  It  was;  I  did  not  find  any  other  opinion  there;  I  talked  with  several  of 
them — with  the  county  officers,  and  several  other  prominent  men  there — and  I  heard 
but  one  sentiment  expressed ;  all  were  of  opinion  that  he  could  not  be  convicted  npon 
the  evidence.  A  portion  of  the  evidence  has  been  published.  There  was  but  one 
sentiment  among  all  of  them  that  I  talked  with,  and  I  talked  with  a  goo<l  number ;  I 
spent  a  day  and  a  half  there. 

Question.  It  is  said  that  it  was  snspected  he  had  robbed  Shipley  of  some  $500 ;  that 
Shipley  made  a  dying  declaration  to  that  effect,  which  was  reduced  to  writing.  What 
is  your  information  on  that  point  t 

Answer.  I  know  that  is  one  of  the  charges.  I  was  not  informed  that  Shipley  made 
siich  a  dying  declaration. 

Question.  Is  it  the  understanding  that  Wissler  had  rendered  himself  quite  obnoxious 
to  this  Ku-Klnx  Klan  and  its  friends  and  sympathizers  T 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;.  that  is  the  general  understanding. 

Question.  What  is  your  theory  as  to  the  cause  of  his  assassinatigp,  or  the  motive 
for  it  t 

Ansxeer.  I  would  be  hardly  willing  to  express  a  judgment  npon  that.  I  know  of 
nothing  against  him,  of  any  grudge  that  any  persons  could  hold  against  him,  to  cause 
them  to  murder  him,  unless  it  should  be  some  of  these  men  whom  he  arrested  in 
prosecuting  for  acts  of  violence  in  Winston  County.  He  formerly  lived  in  Winston 
County,  and  there  had  been  some  prosecutions  against  men  there,  and  he  has  been 
supposed  to  know  some  of  the  facts  which,  if  revealed,  would  injure  some  men,  both 
there  and  in  this  county.  I  know  of  nothing  else  that  would  have  instigated  anybody 
to  have  taken  his  life,  unless  it  would  have  been  the  knowledge  that  he  had  iu  these 
affairs.  He  was  an  inoffensive  man,  a  man  who  has  lived  here  several  years,  and  he 
has  never  been  char^^ed  with  being  a  law-breaker  or  violent  man,  or  anything  of  the 
kind.  He  was  sometimes  given  to  over-drinking,  and  committed  foolish  acts,  asdrunken 
men  do,  but  he  has  not  been  regarded  as  a  dangerous  man. 

By  Mr.  Blair  :  , 

Question.  Was  he  not  under  indictment  here  f 

Answer.  He  was.  There  were  one  or  two  indictments  against  him  as  a  magistrate  on 
a  very  trivial  offense—something  about  paying  over  money  he  was  supposed  to  have 
collected ;  but  I  believe  it  was  (generally  thought  that  he  would  be  able  to  vindicate 
himself  upon  a  trial.  The  grand  jury  that  indicted  him  was  after  the  officers  in  this 
county  very  severely.  It  indicted  two  boards  of  supervisors  and  nearly  all  the  officers 
of  the  county,  upon  very  trivial  pretexts,  and  it  did  not  meet  the  api)roval  of  the  peo- 
ple of  the  county.  Perhaps  some  of  the  officers  had  not  been  as  attentive  as  they 
onght  to  have  been ;  they  had  not  carried  out  the  letter  of  the  law,  and  had  laid  them- 
selves a  little  liable.  But  this  was  not  regarded  as  a  sufficient  reason  by  the  people  why 
he  should  have  been  indicted.  It  was  nut  regarded  as  democratic,  becaune  the  first  board 
of  supervisors  was  almost  all  democratic,  and  indictments  were  found  against  nearly 
all  of  them.  He  was  indicted  amongst  others,  but  ho  was  not  charged  with  anytb>ng 
very  criminal;  they  wore  minor  offeunes  for  which  he  was  indicted.  I  do  not  know  Tho 
exact  charges,  but  he  siguified  a  willingness  here  before  the  i>eople,  and  satisfied  a  good 
many  that  ho  could  clear  himself  on  a  fair  trial. 
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Question.  You  liavo  Bpoken  of  Judge  Davis  as  an  able  and  impartial  Judge  t 

Answer,  Yes. 

Question,  Did  he  not  review  the  teKtimouy  upon  a  writ  of  habeas  corpus  being  sued 
out  in  favor  of  this  man  Wissler  ? 

Anmcer,  He  did. 

Question.  And  he  raised  the  amount  of  bailf 

Answer,  He  did. 

Question,  That  would  not  tend  to  show  that  it  was  in  compliance  with  any  animosity 
of  the  Ku-Klux  that  bo  was  held  for  that  crime? 

Ansiver.  It  would  not  tend  to  show General,  I  do  not  understand  you. 

Question.  I  will  explain  what  I  am  trying  to  get  at.  You  say  you  believe  the  motive 
for  his  rearrest  upon  this  charge  was  chat  he  had  made  himself  obnoxious  to  the  Ku- 
Kluxt 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  I  ask  if  Judge  Davis  did  not  re-examine  the  testimony  in  the  case  f 

Answet\  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  And  he  did  not  hold  him  to  bail  and  require  him  to  give  larger  bailf 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  he  did. 

Question,  Does  that  argue  that  he  was  held  to  bail  originally,  or  that  his  bail  was 
increased,  because  of  any  sympathy  with  the  Ku-Klux  whom  he  was  prosecutingt 

Answer,  I  simply  state  that  I  do  not  think  he  would  have  been  arrested  the  seoond 
time  after  the  first  arrest,  when  he  was  discharged,  had  he  not  been  engaged  in  prose- 
cuting Ku-Klux.  I  think  it  would  have  l>een  dropped  there,  but  he  was  arrested  the 
second  time  and  the  second  time  he  was  bound  over.  I  do  not  know  what  instigated 
the  judge  in  increasing  his  bail;  perhaps,  with  the  general  fury — that  prevailing  senti- 
ment— the  Judge  thought  the  safer  course  was  to  bind  him  over  to  give  him  a  fair  trial 
There  was  a  clamor  for  his  arrest  the  second  time  when  he  was  there,  and  a  general 
excitement  at  the  time  he  was  arrested,  and  it  grew,  I  think,  out  of  the  fact  that  he  was 
conducting  Ku-Klux  prisoners  through  the  place,  or  had  been,  and  was  engaged  in  the 
prosecution  of  the  Ku-Klux. 

Question,  It  might  well  happen  that  a  person  who  was  himself  guilty  of  a  crime  of 
that  magnitude  would  not  be  regarded  as  a  proper  person  to  be  arresting  other  people 
for  crimes  t 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  if  he  had  not  been  accj^uitted  of  any  crime,  he  would  not  have  been 
a  proper  person,  but,  as  he  had  been  ucquilted,  there  was  no  reason  why  he  should  not 
bo  employed  as  a  deputy  United  States  marshal. 

Question.  But  the  judge  did  not  think  he  ought  to  have  been  acquitted? 

Answer.  It  seems  not. 

Question,  He  ceitainly  had  no  affiliatiou  with  the  Ku-Klux  ? 

Answer,  Judge  Davis?    Certainly  not. 

Question,  He  was  not  operated  upon  by  any  such  motives  f 

Answer,  I  should  say  not. 

Question,  He  was  deciding  this  question  in  a  judicial  manner  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  It  was  brought  before  him  on  a  writ  of  habeas  corpus^  and  he  considered  the 
V>stimouy  was  such  as  to  not  only  hold  this  man  to  bail  but  to  require  a  larger  bail? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  those  are  the  facts  in  the  case. 

Question,  Do  you  not  think  that  a  reply  to  the  allegation  you  have  made  that  it  wa» 
on  account  of  his  opposition  to  the  Ku-Klux  ? 

Answer,  No,  sir;  I  do  not  see  how  that  has  any  bearing;  I  do  not  see  why  it  should, 
in  view  of  all  the  facts.  He  had  been  acquitted  once,  and  certainly  if  be  had  not  been 
engaged  in  that  business  he  would  not  have  been  there  to  have  been  re-arrested;  they 
would  have  had  to  come  here  if  they  arrested  him.  Ihit  he  was  conducting  prisonen 
t'hrough  the  place,  and  theie  was  an  excitement  existii>g  there,  and  that  excitement 
was  turned  upon  him,  and  resultetl  in  his  arrest  the  second  time.  I  do  not  kuov 
whether  the  judge  liatl  additional  evidence  or  what  was  moving  the  judge  to  increase 
the  bond  ;  it  may  be  that  ho  had  additional  evidence. 

By  Mr.  Rick: 

Question.  They  may  have  increased  their  swearing  after  the  first  arrest  ? 

An8tvei\  They  may  have  done  that,  but  I  think  Judge  Davis  an  impartial  and  just 
judge  and  he  justified  his  action  by  the  evidence  which  was  presented  before  him.  I 
regard  him  as  one  of  the  best  Judges  in  the  State. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question,  I  suppose  the  jud|re  was  as  competent  a  man  to  pass  ui>on  the  evidence  as 
any  gentleman  on  this  committee*  who  did  not  hear  it,  the  Senator  from  Arkansas,  for 
instance  ? 

Answer,  He  was  certainly  comx>etent  to  act  on  the  evidence  before  him. 
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By  Mr.  Rice  : 

Question.  He  did  not  hold  the  prisoner  for  the  crime  of  murder  at  all,  did  he  T 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  he  was  simply  hound  over  to  he  tried  for  the  charf;e8  against  him. 

Question  In  his  written  opinion  the  judge  decided  it  to  he  a  case  of  criminal  negli- 
gence, did  ho  Dot  f 

Answer.  I  do  Dot  know  that  he  went  as  far  as  that.  I  read  the  opinion  that 
was  jjuhlished.  It  took  a  great  many  hy  snrprise,  when  upon  the  second  trial  he 
was  bound  over ;  it  was  received  with  a  good  deal  of  sarprise.  The  thing  ho^l  heen 
publifihed  and  a  good  deal  had  been  said  about  it  through  the  press  of  the  State,  and' 
it  took  the  people  generally  by  surprise  that  he  should  have  been  hound  over,  and  the 
judge  thought  it  necessary,  in  vindication  of  his  action,  to  come  out  iu  a  pnb- 
lished  statement ;  it  seemeJ  to  be  demande<l  on  accouut  of  the  criticisma  passed  upon 
the  judge;  he  was  criticized  for  his  action,  and  he  felt  it  incumbent  upon  him  to  do- 
fend  himself  and  come  out  in  a  publication.  I  forget  whether  bo  went  as  far  as  your 
remark  in  passing  Judgment  on  the  character  of  the  crime. 

By  Mr.  Blair:  ' 

Question.  He  held  him  in  $5,000  bail  to  answer  for  the  crime  t 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  that  was  the  bond,  $5,000. 

Question,  He  was  bound  over,  and  the  charge  against  him  was  murder  1 

Anstcer.  He  was  bound  over  for  murder. 

Question.  And  you  bailed  him  on  that  charge  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  The  grand  juries  in  the  St^te  couits  and  the  petit  juries  are  drawn  from 
the  citizens  of  this  State,  are  they  not  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  The  grand  juries  in  the  United  States  court,  held  in  this  district,  are  also 
drawn  from  the  citizens  of  this  State  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  And  the  petit  juries  also  T 

Answer.   Yes,  sir. 

Question.  They  are.  then,  drawn  from  the  same  body  which  compose  the  grand  juries 
and  petit  juries  of  the  State  courts  ? 

Answer.  Yes  ;  that  is  correct. 

Question.  In  that  case  what  is  the  difficulty  of  convicting  in  a  State  court  any  more 
than  in  a  Federal  court  T 

Answer.  Under  the  State  law  wo  have  no  metho<l  of  purging  tlie  jury ;  under  the 
United  States  they  are  required  to  take  an  oath  that  they  are  not  members  of  the  Klan 
or  aiders  or  abettors  who  sympathize  with  it ;  the  jury  is  purged ;  and,  in  the  second 
place,  under  our  State  law  every  person  charged  with  crime  has  to  be  tried  in  the 
community  where  the  crime  is  committed.  Where  these  crimes  are  committed  in  this 
Stat«,  it  is  imi>ossible  to  f^et  witnesses  to  testify  on  account  of  the  dread  of  the  organ- 
ization ;  but  where  the  witnesses  come  before  the  United  States  court  aod  have  the  pro- 
tection of  the  United  States,  testimony  can  be  procured  from  tbem  in  cases  where  it. 
would  be  impossible  for  the  State  authoritiiis  to  get  the  evidence. 

Question.  Have  they  not  the  protection  of  the  United  States,  and  the  State,  if  th^y 
are  attacked,  as  much  when  testifying  iu  a  State  court  us  iu  the  United  States  court  T 

Answer.  They  do  not  so  regard  it. 

Question.  Is  not  such  the  fact  f 

Answer.  I  presume  so ;  however,  I  tliink,  not  exactly.  When  citizens  are  in  the  cns- 
^dy  of  the  United  States,  if  the  Klan  should  visit  vengeance  upon  thot^e  parties,  tho 
United  States  authorities  would  feel  that  it  was  more  incumbent  upon  the  General  Gov- 
erimient  to  defend  the  people.  As  in  this  case  of  Mr.  Huggins,  he  was  an  officer  of  the 
United  States  Government.  I  do  not  think,  if  he  had  been  operating  simply  as  a  State 
«ifflcia],  that  the  United  States  would  have  shown  the  samo  vigor  in  prosecuting  the 
men  who  whipped  him.  The  United  States  feels  that  it  is  necessary  to  take  charge  of 
and  protect  the  men  in  its  employ  and  immediate  service,  more  than  it  would  ordinary 
citizens  of  the  States. 

Question,  The  United  States  has  claimed  jurisdiction  over  all  of  tVse  crimef*,  and 
equal  jurisdiction  with  the  State,  whether  the  persons  injured  were  in  its  employ 
or  out  of  its  employ  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Q^uestioH.  Then  what  |N)8sible  differeuce  can  there  be  if  the  United  States  claims  and 
exercises  jurisdiction  to  protect  the  citizens,  whether  they  are  in  the  euiploymeut  of 
the  Government  or  not  ? 

Answer.  So  far  as  the  responsibility  is  concerned  or  the  duty  of  the  Government  is 
concerned,  to  protect  the  citizens,  I  see  no  difference,  but  in  the  one  case  the  attention 
of  the  Government  is  called  more  directly  to  it.  Tliat  is  tho  chief  difference.  Of 
course,  as  in  the  ejise  of  Hnggius,  where  a  man  is  an  officer  of  the  Government,  the 
attention  of  the  Government  is  drawn  particularly  to  his  case. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


600  CONDITION   OP  AFFAIRS   IN   THE   SOUTHERN   STATES. 

Question.  I  am  not  speaking  of  persons  employed  by  Goveroment,  bnt  of  witoeflso. 

Answer.  Well,  they  are  before  the  United  States  court,  and  become  prominent ;  in 
that  way  the  attention  of  the  Government  is  called  to  them  more  than  it  would  be  if 
they  were  in  the  State  courts. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question,  The  district  attorneys  would  feel  it  incumbent  upon  them  in  such  cases  of 
outrage  upon  witnesses,  because  they  had  given  evidence  before  the  United  State* 
oourt,  to  bring  their  cases  to  the  notice  of  the  court  and  the  grand  juries  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Bijlir  : 

Question.  When  did  yon  come  to  the  State,  Mr.  Powers  f 

Answer  In  December,  1865. 

Question.  Where  were  you  from  t 

Answer  I  was  bom  in  Ohio,  in  the  northern  part  of  Ohio,  in  Trambnll  Comity.  I 
came  here  out  of  the  Army  of  the  United  States. 

Question.  You  say  that  iu  Winston  County  the  white  people  are  in  a  large  migority  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  I  do  not  remember  the  majority;  it  is  quite  a  large  minority, 
though. 

Question.  What  occasion  have  they,  then,  for  any  x>olitical  purpose  to  use  violeiiee 
upon  the  negroes  in  the  elections  t 

Answer.  There  are  a  good  many  men  in  Winston  County,  quite  a  good  many  white 
men,  who  are  republicans.  Notwithstanding  the  whites  are  in  the  majority,  if  we 
could  have  a  fair  election  in  that  county,  free  from  intimidation,  I  think  we  wooM 
have  a  good  chance  of  carrying  it.  Several  counties  that  have  a  large  white  majority 
we  carry ;  for  instance,  Attala ;  we  carry  it  every  time  there  is  a  fair  vote.  The  same  in 
Winston  ;  there  are  quite  a  good  many  white  men  there  who  vote  with  the  republican 
party.    In  the  election  of  1889  the  republ  icans  eleeted  the  representative  of  that  coanty. 

Question.  At  the  clectiou  of  1869  a  great  many  men  were  disfranchised  f 

Answer.  Not  disfranchised  from  voting. 

Question.  Yes,  sir. 

Answer,  Under  what  law  t 

Question.  Under  the  act  of  Congress,  the  reconstruction  act  of  Congress. 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Buckley: 
Question.  When  was  your  present  constitution  adopted  f 
Answer.  In  1869. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question.  That  election  was  held  under  the  reconstruction  act  of  Congress? 

Anstcer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  In  that  election,  as  a  matter  of  course,  under  the  act  of  Congress,  men  wers 
disfranchised  who  are  now  under  disabilities  by  the  fourteenth  amendment  f 

Answer.  Well,  I  would  not  take  my  oath  to  that.  I  do  not  know  how  it  is.  Yon  are 
more  conversant  with  it  than  I  am. 

Question.  That  is  a  matter  of  public  notoriety. 

Answer.  I  tliink  you  are  correct  in  that.  I  have  not  had  my  attention  called  to  it. 
[  know  that  everybody  is  now  permitted  to  vote. 

Question.  Have  they  been  at  the  election  on  yesterday  t 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  I  recollect  now  those  who  were  disqualified  by  the  fonrteentb 
vmeudnient  were  prohibited  from  voting,  under  the  reconstruction  act  <^  Congress. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 
Question.  Th(^y  could  not  vote  for  the  convention  f 
Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Could  they  not  vote  for  the  constitution  on  its  adoption  f 
Answer.  I  believe  not. 

'By  Mr.  Blair: 

Question.  I  want  to  call  your  attention  to  it,  as  you  stated  that  in  voting  on  the  eon- 
Hitution  nobody  was  disfranchised. 

Answer,  lliat  was  my  impressson  at  the  time,  but  I  think  now  that  you  are  correct- 

Question.  That  was  true  of  the  organization  of  every  one  of  the  seceding  States? 

Answer.  Yos,  sir  ;  they  were  all  organized  under  the  reconstruction  act  of  Congress. 

Question.  Which  disfranchised  all  those  persons  who  arc  now  under  disabilities,  or 
Were  then  under  disabilities,  by  the  fourteenth  amendment  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  It  was  not,  therefore,  as  3'on  have  heretofore  stated,  true  that  the  constitu- 
tton  of  this  State  was  adox>ted  and  its  government  formed  when  uU  the  citizens  had  » 
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right  to  vote.  Toa  sav  it  is  yonr  information  that  they  have  horned  all  the  school- 
houses,  white  and  hlack,  in  Winston  County  f 

A$uwer.  All  but  one.  I  have  that  from  tlie  report  of  the  fluperintendent.  That  report 
was  made  to  the  State  superintendent  of  education  at  Jacksonville  that  they  burned 
all  the  bouses  where  free  schools  were  being  taught,  and  that  they  ordered  the  minister, 
who  was  teaching  in  one  cbuich  there,  to  desist  from  teaching  by  a  certain  time  or 
they  would  burn  his  church.  The;^  visited  the  superintendent,  got  all  the  evidences  of 
debt  in  favor  of  the  school-fund  of  that  county,  and  they  burned  them.  So  they  de- 
stroyed the  school-houses,  and  destroyed  all  the  evidences  of  debt  or  funds  belonging 
to  the  school-fund  of  that  county.  They  burned  them  in  his  house  before  his  face, 
They  were  masked  men  who  came  to  his  honse  and  orderml  him  to  give  up  the  papers, 
and  they  burned  them  in  his  own  fire.  He  made  a  statement  of  it  to  the  State  super- 
intendent. 

Question,  Yon  think  if  Lauderdale  should  go  democratic  it  would  be  evidence  of  in- 
timidation t 

Ansfffer,  I  think  so.  At  the  election  of  1869  the  republicans  carried  the  county  by 
something  over  300  majority ;  I  think  something  over  400,  To  my  knowledge  there 
are  quite  a  good  many  white  men  in  that  county  who  will  vote  the  republican  ticket 
in  tMs  election  that  did  not  vote  it  in  1869,  and  all  the  colored  people  that  voted  the 
republican  ticket  who  remained  there  will  vote  the  same  ticket.  The  registration  is  so 
nearly  equal  between  the  whites  and  blacks  that  I  could  not  account  for  the  county 
going  democratic  on  any  other  ground  than  that  of  intimidation.  There  are  a  good 
many  white  republicans  in  Lauderdale  County. 

Qiieatian,  How  many  t 

Anewer,  Well,  not  less  than  300.  The  former  senator,  Mr.  Robert  Leachman,  from 
that  county,  informed  me  that  he  had  a  list  of  over  300  white  republicans  in  that 
county. 

Question,  Are  there  any  colored  democrats  in  the  county  f 

Anstver,  Yes,  sir ;  but  very  few. 

QueatUm,  Had  he  a  list  of  them  T 

AtiBwer.  He  did  not  inform  me  in  regard  to  that. 

Question,  Did  you  ever  hear  of  any  violence  used  upon  the  colored  men  who  voted 
the  democratic  ticket  by  men  of  their  own  color  T 

Amncer,  Yesf  sir,  I  have. 

Question.  You  have  not  thought  it  worthy  of  mention  in  this  long  account? 

Answer,  Well,  it  is  a  thing  that  has  been  disapproved  of  by  everybody.  In  somo 
cases  I  have  heard  of  the  colored  people  getting  exasperated  against  a  man  of  their 
own  color  who  they  thought  had  been  bought  for  selling  himself,  not  from  the  fact  that 
he  Joined  the  democratic  party  conscientiously.  I  do  not  think  they  would  be  dis- 
posed to  molest  such  a  one,  but  I  have  heard  of  a  little  excitement  where  they  thought 
one  of  their  own  color  had  been  bought,  and. they  have  offered  violence.  I  have  not 
heard  of  anybody  being  killed  though,  or  seriously  injured,  in  fact. 

Question,  Did  you  ever  hear  of  any  white  man  being  killed  by  oxuBperated  negroes  T 

Answer,  There  was  this  case  at  Artesia  the  other  day,  where  a  white  man  was  killed 
at  a  meeting  almost  exclusively  of  colored  men.    1  forget  his  name. 

Question,  Lee? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  Lee.    I  do  not  think  of  another  instance. 

The  Chairman.  Will  you  let  him  give  an  account  of  that  ?    I  forgot  to  ask  it. 

Mr.  Blaik.  The  governor  seemed  to  forget  it,  too. 

The  Witness.  I  will  endeavor  to  answer  any  question,  to  give  all  the  information  I 
can. 

Question,  (By  Mr.  Blaib.)  You  were  engaged  in  talking  about  all  manner  of  out- 
rages, but  that  never  occurred  to  you.    What  was  there  in  that  ? 

Answer,  I  have  been  up  there  since  the  killing,  and  have  seen  a  good  many  of  the 
parties,  and  I  believe  I  am  tolerably  well  posted  on  the  whole  of  the  occurrence,  and 
can  state  it  so  far  as  I  have  been  able  to  get  at  it.  They  had  been  having  a  republican 
meeting  there.  The  assembly  was  composed  almost  exclusively  of  blacks.  The  speak- 
ing was  about  through  with.  Mr.  Lewis,  the  republican  candidate  for  sheriff,  and  Mr. 
Bliss,  were  the  speakers.  They  spoke  from  a  wagon.  When  they  had  got  pretty  much 
through  Mr.  Bliss  got  up  in  the  wagon  to  make  a  few  remarks  preparatorv  to  cfismiss- 
ing  the  crowd.  This  man  Lee  came  into  the  crowd  and  called  out  to  Bliss  in  an  in- 
suTtiug  manner,  asking  him  whether  he  was  a  white  man  or  a  negro.  Mr.  Bliss  paid 
no  attention  to  it,  and  went  on  with  the  speaking,  and  Lee  turned  to  leave  the  crowd 
and  took  a  revolver  from  his  breast  pocket  and  fired  it  in  the  direction  of  the  speakers 
in  the  wagon,  and  then  ran  from  the  crowd.  Some  colored  men  who  were  standing 
about,  thinking  ho  had  iired  and  shot  one  of  the  speakers,  pursued  him.  He  fired 
another  shot  from  his  revolver,  and  they  fired  several  shots  at  him  and  killed  him. 
That  is  a  correct  statement  of  the  affair,  I  believe.  I  think  that  the  testimony  given 
before  the  grand  Jur;  that  was  investigating  the  case,  when  it  comes  out,  will  show 
that  that  is  a  correct  statement  of  the  case.    Xee,  I  believe,  had  the  reputation  of  being 
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a  qaiet  man  ordiDarily.  He  was  there  employed  aa  a  mecbanic,  doiuc[  some  work  at 
Artesia ;  be  was  not  a  citizen  of  the  place.  He  bad  been  drinking  tbat  day  in  the 
Balooua,  and  was  probably  under  the  influence  of  drink  at  the  time  he  went  into  the 
crowd;  and  this  langnago  he  used  was  insulting  to  the  speaker,  and  firing  off  bis  pistol, 
whether  be  fired  it  over  the  speaker  or  not,  gave  the  impression  to  the  colored  men 
that  be  was  attempting  to  shoot  one  of  the  speakers,  and  bis  running  only  excited 
them.  They  pursued,  and  he  fired  at  them.  They  returned  the  fire  and  killed  him. 
It  was  an  nn fortunate  occurrence. 

Question.  Is  it  your  information  that  he  was  not  armed  at  allt 

Answer,  No,  sir. 

Question,  That  the  firing  was  done  by  some  other  person  in  the  crowd  f 

Answer,  No,  sir;  that  account  was  ^iven  to  the  iiress,  but  the  investigation,  in  my 
opinion,  will  not  show  that  state  of  circumstances. 

Question,  Why  did  Judge  Orr  order  the  arrest  of  these  negroes f 

Answer,  There  was  a  coroner's  inquest  called  immediately  after  the  meeting  di»* 
persed.  That  jury  was  made  up  of  men  w^ho  bad  come  in  there,,  and  were  not  parties 
to  the  transaction — did  not  see  it. 

Question,  That  was  very  proper;  was  it  nott 

Answer,  Yes,  sir.  There  was  no  impropriety  in  that ;  but  they  sought  to  give  it  apo- 
litical bias.    It  was  composed  entirely  of  white  men,  I  believe. 

Question.  Huw  do  3'ou  know  they  sought  to  give  it  a  political  bias* 

Answer,  From  the  fact  that  they  published  it.  The  same  men  that  were  there  seot 
telegrams  of  the  affair  contrary  to  what  will  be  shown  in  the  evidence  when  it  is  fairly 
investigated. 

(lueation.  Did  they  give  anything  contrary  to  the  evidence  as  it  appeared  before 
themf 

Answer,  I  do  not  know  as  to  that.  They  implicated  several  parties  who  have  beea 
discharged  by  the  grand  Jury  already.  They  fonnd  at  this  inquest  that  he  came  to  his 
death  at  the  hands  of  certain  parties,  naming  them,  as  inciting  the  murder  of  speakers 
Lewis  and  Bliss,  and  the  investigation  has  shown  that  some  of  those  parties  whom  they 
charged  with  tlie  nmrder  have  already  been  discharged  by  the  grand  Jury.  No  trae 
bills  uad  been  found  against  any  up  to  the  time  I  left  there. 

Question,  They  were  arrested  under  the  order  of  Judge  Orr  f 

Answer,  Judge  Orr  gave  the  sheriff  orders  after  the  inquest  to  go  down  and  arrest 
certain  parties  named.  The  sheriff,  I  understood,  on  that  arrested  every  person  be 
could  find  that  attended  the  meeting,  and  arrested  several  that  were  not  at  the  meeting 
at  all.  Going  around  to  the  plantations  looking  them  up,  ho  arrested  seventy,  and  goC 
a  special  train  and  took  them  to  Columbus  and  put  them  in  jail  before  Jndge  Orr  knew 
what  be  was  doing.  The  judge  ordered  them  to  be  released,  and  they  were  released— 
all  excepting  seven,  I  believe.  The  investigation  was  still  going  on  before  the  grand 
Jury,  but  they  have  all  been  discharged  except  seven,  I  believe. 

Question,  And  the  sheriff  and  the  party  who  made  these  arrests  have  been  arrested 
themselves  f 

Answer,  That  has  occurred  since  I  left,  if  at  all.  I  know  they  have  been  dismissed 
from  office  ;  the  goveiiior  has  turned  them  out  of  office. 

Question,  For  making  these  arrests  ? 

Jnswe}\  1  do  not  know  what  iho  ground  was.  He  certainly  ought  to  have  been 
turned  out  for  making  these  arrests.  He  had  no  right  to  arrest  men  who  were  notevea 
present  at  the  meeting  and  put  them  in  jail.  That  was  certainly  wrong,  and  the  sheriff 
who  would  do  that  ought  not  to  occupy  the  office* 

Question,  How  do  you  know  he  did  it  T 

Answer,  The  testimony  showed  that  he  did  it ;  the  testimony  of  the  friends,  wives, 
and  relatives  of  these  men.  They  came  there,  to  Columbus,  when  they  found  they 
were  taken  away,  and  swore  that  they  were  not  present  at  the  meeting. 

Question,  How  do  you  know  but  what  he  had  evidence  that  they  were  there  sofficient 
upon  which  to  make  their  arrest  f 

Answer.  The  sheriff  himself  took  several  deputies  with  him.  He  did  not  give  specific 
instructions  to  them,  but  sent  them  out  to  make  the  arrests.  They  went  and  arrested 
whomsoever  they  came  across,  and  not  only  arrested  in  Lowndes  County ,  but  went 
across  the  border  and  made  arrests  in  Oktibbeha  County,  outside  of  the  Jurisdiction  of 
the  sheriff;  entirely  outside  of  his  county.  When  Judge  Orr  found  he  had  made  arrests 
of  so  many  men — seventy  men — and  had  chartered  a  special  train  at  Artesia  to  brini; 
them  up  to  Columbus,  he  knew  tiiat  tiie  city  of  Columbus  would  be  in  danger  if  tber 
were  brought  there  in  the  state  of  feeling  that  existed.  The  colored  people  were  ex- 
cited, and  the  mayor  telegraphed  to  the  sheriff  to  wait  until  the  troops  came  up.  The 
sheriff,  disregarding  the  telegram  of  the  mayor,  brought  them  all  to  Columbns  and  pal 
seventy  of  them  in  jail,  and  it  came  very  near  producing  a  riot,  which  might  have  re- 
sulted in  the  destruction  of  the  city. 

Question,  Is  it  impossible  to  arrest  colored  men  without  a  riot,  and  the  destraction  ef 
the  city  by  colored  men  f 
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Austcer.  No, sir;  not  if  it  is  done  by  proper  process;  but  here  were  men  arrested 
without  any  {process  whatever,  some  of  whom  were  not  present  at  the  meeting  where 
the  disturbaucti  occurred.  Such  acts  would  naturally  excite  the  colored  people  at 
Columbus,  when  they  found  colored  men  arrested  and  put  in  jail,  without  any  civil 
process  whatever,  simply  at  the  discretion  of  this  ofiRcer. 

Question,  Is  that  not  vary  frequently  done,  if  an  officer  has  not  time  to  get  process 
and  is  required  to  make  arrest  of  parties  that  are  implicated  in  a  riotf 

'Answer,  The  law  of  this  State  is  very  plain.  Where  the  acts  of  violence  have  come 
immediately  uuder  his  personal  knowledge,  the  officer  has  Jurisdiction  and  has  a  right 
to  make  the  arrest  of  a  man ;  but  after  so  much  time  has  elapsed — as  in  that  case  had 
elapsed — and  the  parties  had  returned  to  their  homes,  there  is  no  law  in  this  State  for 
making  arrests  without  process;  none  of  these  parties,  who  were  arrested  by  him,  were 
aeeking  to  get  away. 

Question,  Why,  then,  was  he  directed  by  Judge  Orr  to  make  arrests  without  process  1 

Answer.  He  was  directed  only  to  arrest  those  persons  implicated  in  the  verdict  of  the 
inquest,  and  he  transcended  the  instructions,  aud  went  on  his  own  responsibility  and 
made  other  arrests. 

Question.  Was  there  any  process  for  those  persons  who  were  implicated  t 

Answer.  I  cannot  say  as  to  that. 

Question,  Now,  if  persons  were  arrested  improperly  by  the  sheriff,  was  he  not  liable 
for  that  f 

Answ*!r.  Yes,  sir ;  and  he  will  be  held  liable  in  this  case.  He  will  be  held  to  answer 
before  the  courts  for  improperly  arresting  these  men  and  incarcerating  them. 

Question,  Was  there  any  occasion,  then,  for  a  riot,  where  the  law  would  have  held 
him  liable,  and  where  there  was  such  a  determination  among  the  officers  to  see  that 
these  men  were  held  liable,  as  you  have  expressed  ? 

Atistver.  Certainly  |  it  would  not  have  justified  a  riot,  but  it  was  an  occasion  for  a  riot. 
Biots  are  never  justifiable ;  they  always  spring  from  excitement ;  but  this  was  one  of 
the  things  that  would  cause  excitement  and  produce  a  riot,  and  it  came  very  near 
resulting  in  a  riot.  People  under  such  circumstances  become  excited,  and  it  is  impos- 
sible to  control  them.  Judge  Orr  aud  several  of  the  influential  men  of  the  city  went 
among  the  crowd  when  they  found  them  gathering  around  the  jail,  clamoring  for  the 
release  of  these  men,  and  it  took  all  their  persuasive  powers  to  get  these  people  to  go 
home  without  breaking  open  the  prison  by  violence.  Of  course,  the  arrests  of  these 
meu  would  not  justify  a  riot,  but  it  might  lead  to  a  riot,  and  did  come  very  near  to  it 
in  that  instance. 

Question.  Here  was  the  case  of  an  atrocious  murder  of  a  white  man  by  a  furious  mob 
of  negroes,  and  the  attempt  to  arrest  the  negroes,  it  seems,  gave  rise  to  apprehensions 
of  a  mob  f 

Answer.  No,  sir;  there  was  no  resistance  to  the  arrest  of  the  negroes;  there  was  no 
resistance.  They  could  have  been  arrested  at  any  time  on  a  proper  process.  None  of 
them  showed  any  disposition  to  get  awiiy,  hni  the  sheriff  weut  on  in  disregard  of  law, 
and  arrested  innocent  parties;  even  went  outside  of  his  jurisdiction,  outside  of  his 
couuty,  and  arrested  persons  who  were  not  x)reseut  at  that  meeting.  That  was  what 
gave  occasion  for-  a  riot.  It  was  not  the  arrest  of  the  men  who  were  charged  m  the 
verdict  of  the  coroner's  jury  that  was  the  act  which  caused  the  excitement  at  Colum- 
bus. If  these  parties  named  by  the  coroner's  jury  had  been  brought  there,  and  no 
others,  there  would  not  have  been  a  word  said ;  but  when  seventy  men  were  brought 
there  on  a  special  train,  and  marched  through  the  streets,  with  deputies  on  each  side 
of  them,  it  naturally  aroused  an  excitement  m  Columbus. 

Question,  You  say  the  sheriff  has  already  been  dismissed  from  office  t 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  he  was  removed. 

Question.  He  was  appointed  in  the  first  place  by  Alcorn  f 

Anstver.  Yes,  sir ;  and  removed  by  Governor  Alcorn. 

Question,  His  deputies  have  been  arrested  f 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  how  that  is.  There  had  been  no  arrest  made  when  I  left 
there  three  or  four  days  ago.    He  had  not  been  removed  when  I  left,  nor  arrested. 

Question.  You  have  heard  of  his  removal  since  t 

Answei-:  Yes,  sir ;  through  the  daily  press. 

Question.  You  have  not  heard  of  the  arrest  and  the  arrest  of  his  deputies  f 

Answer.  No,  sir;  I  have  not  heard  of  that. 

Question.  Who  do  you  say  sent  that  telegraphic  dispatch  that  the  special  train  should 
iiot  come  with  those  seventy  prisoners  ? 

Answer.  The  mayor  of  Columbus  dispatched  the  sheriff  at  Artesia  not  to  bring  those 
meu  up  on  the  special  train,  but  to  wait  until  troops  came,  and  to  bring  them  up  on 
the  regular  train.  * 
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Macox,  Mississippi,  Xavember  8, 1871. 
MATTHEW  CLAY  sworn  and  examined. 

The  Chairman.  As  this  witness  is  called  by  the  minority,  I  will  ask  General  Blair 
to  examine  him. 

By  Mr.  Biadi: 

Question.  Please  give  yonr  name  and  place  of  residence. 

AkSiFer,  Matt  Clay,  of  Noxubee  County,  Mississippi. 

Question.  What  is  your  business  f 

Answer.  My  business  is  about  this  Bridges  matter  down  here,  the  kiDlng  of  a  negro. 

Question,  What  is  3'our  present  occupation,  doctor  f 

Attsicer.  I  am  a  planter. 

Question.  What  do  you  know  about  the  Bridges  case  f 

Answer.  I  know  very  little  about  it.  I  happened  there  only  a  few  minntes  during 
the  trial,  not  more  than  five  minutes.  I  heanl  the  evidence  of  one  or  two  ne^proea 
given  in.  I  have  written  all  I  know  about  it  down  in  plain  English,  so  that  by  reading 
it  to  you  you  can  know  what  it  is,  and  then  put  any  other  questions  to  me  that  yon 
may  see  proper. 

Qu>estion.  Bead  it,  then. 

Answa-.  [Producing  a  paper.  1  I  will  make  a  little  explanation  first.  Some  ten  days 
or  two  weeks  ago  there  was  a  little  neighborhood  meeting,  and  the  neighbors  called  on 
me  there  to  appear.  I  got  o£feuded  at  this  at  first,  and  told  them  I  would  not  pay  any 
attention  to  a  private  note.  I  had  only  received  a  private  note  to  attend,  bnt  if  my 
neighbors  wanted  me  to  answer  any  general  questions,  or  meet  them  about  it,  I  wonld 

five  a  statement  in  full,  and  this  was  the  little  document  I  handed  in  at  that  meeting, 
swore  to  this  before  a  Justice  of  the  peace,  a  man  named  Rice.    It  is  as  follows : 

"  Personally  appeared  before  me  Dr.  Matt.  Clay,  a  citizen  of  Noxubee  Comity,  who, 
beiufr  duly  sworn,  states  as  follows : 

"  Having  been  called  upon,  by  a  committee  of  citizens,  duly  appointed  by  a  pnblie 
meeting  held  at  Bigby  Valley,  Noxubee  County,  (Bigby  Valley  is  in  the  northeastern 
portion  of  the  couuty,)  Wednesday,  September  ri?,  Ib71,  and  shown  by  them  the  testi-^ 
mony  of  H.  B.  Whitfield,  before  the  committee  of  Congress,  in  Wai«hiugtou,  known  as 
the  Ku-Klux  committee,  said  testimony  having  reference  to  the  disappearance  of  a 
negro  in  charge  of  one  Bridges,  at  Bi^by  Valley,  and  of  an  assault  on  Raid  Bridges  by 
a  negro  mob,  I,  Matt  Clay,  do  hereby  state,  in  response  to  said  committee,  that  I  live 
nine  miles  from  Bigby  Valley  ;  that  I  was  present,  for  a  short  time,  near  Bigby  Valley, 
at  the  school-house,  and  during  the  trial,  betbre  a  justice  of  the  peace,  of  certain  ne- 
groes  reported  to  have  made  an  assault  on  Mr.  Bridges  near  Bixby  Valley,  in  connection 
with  his  allowing  a  negro  prisoner  in  his  charge  to  eitcape,  or  be  taken  from  his  custody; 
that  at  that  time  I  heard,  and  believed  from  what  I  heard  of  the  fact«,  that  a  certain 
negro,  reported  missing,  had  st'Olen  a  horse  or  iH>uy  from  Charles  Moore,  be- 
yond a  doubt,  i  further  heard  at  that  time,  au«l  have  never  believed  to  the  con- 
trar3',  that  Mr.  Bridges  had  been  assaulted  at  night,  by  an  armed  mob  of  negroes, 
who  had  fired  a  good  many  shots  at  him.  This  fact  relative  to  the  night  assault,  Mr. 
Bridges  explained  to  me  in  person  on  the  ground  where  it  occurred,  showing  me  how 
at  night  he  escaped  from  his  house  on  hearing  the  approach  of  the  negroes,  and 
running  toward  the  school-house,  about  thirty  yards  from  his  house ;  al»out  his  meeting 
one  of  the  approachiug  squads  of  negroes  in  his  flight.  He  explained  how  be  i^ot, 
with  a  gun,  into  this  squad,  when  he  was  at  once  fired  on  by  two  or  mora  sqnads  of 
negroes,  their  fire  crossing  and  marking  the  school-house,  with  buck-shot,  small  shot, 
and  other  missiles,  in  the  shape  of  bricks,  stones,  dtc. 

^^  I  wentto  look  at  those  marks,  aud  saw  the  indentation  on  the  stones  like  small  shot 
and  buck-shot  and  brick-bats. 

^' These  marks  I  saw,  andsnpposeweremadebyabont  tenor  twelve  guns  or  fire-arms; 
and  Mr.  Bridges  told  me  about  thirty  shots  were  fired  at  him. 

^'As  to  the  confinement  of  the  negro  by  Bridges  in  the  school-house  near  his  honse, 
as  to  whether  he  was  chained  or  not,  and  any  incidents  relative  thereto,  I  heard  nothing 
definite,  and  know  nothing  about  it,  excepting  he  told  me  he  was  too  late  to  oury 
the  negro  to  Macon,  when  lie  got  him.  I  believe  it  is  about  eighteen  miles  to  the 
court-house  from  Bigby  Valley.  The  negro  was  taken  to  the  justice  abont  four  o'clock 
in  the  evening. 

'^I  know  nothing,  nor  did  I  hear  or  know  anything  relative  to  the  body  of  a  negro 
being  found  in  the  Bigby  River,  near  Bigby  Valley,  &c.  I  beard,  and  believe,  from 
Mr.  Bridges's  statement,  made  to  mo  while  I  was  present  for  a  short  time  during  the 
preliminary  trial  of  the  negro  before  the  justice  of  the  peace,  near  Bigby  Valley,  that 
a  party  of  negroes  had  called  on  him  in  tlie  day-time,  aud  questioned  him  relative  to 
the  escape  of  the  negro  he  had  confined  in  the  school- honse  for  safe-keeping — ^this  wad 
Sunday,  alM>ut  12  o'clock,  as  well  as  1  recollect— until  he  could  take  him  to  Macon,  the 
county  jail;  stating  it  was  too  late  after  his  trial  to  go  to  Macon  (distance  aboot 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


lecth 


MISSISSIPPI — StfB-COMMlTTEE.  605 

miles)  from  Bigby  Valley ;  also  that  said  party  threatened  him,  and  said  he 

>  a  better  accoant  than  he  had  given  them,  as  they  believed  he  knew  more 

told  them ;  and  alHo  that  the  armed  mob  subsequently  made  a  night  at- 

^ready  mentioned  in  this  affidavit,  &c. 

to  being  fouud  in  the  school-house  I  do  not  know  anything,  &c. 

*^te  I  met  on  the  cars,  while  he  was  en  route  to  appear  before  the 

ittee  in  Washington,  Mr.  H.  B.  Whitfield,  and  traveled  with  him 

by  rail,  while  the  cars  were  in  motion,  between  Artesia  and 

^Ue  and  Ohio  Railroad ;  that  I  had  a  short  and  hnrried  conver- 

on  by  Mr.  Whitfield,  who  asked  me  general  questions  about 

^  Valley ;  that  I  told  him,  in  substance,  if  he  was  g^ing  be- 

'  committee  he  ought  to  state  the  Bridges  afiair,  in  which 

^  Mr.  Bridges  at  night;  that  I  thought  it  ought  to  be 

uiong  the  negroes,  or,  in  other  words,  all  the  so-called 

♦i  originate  among  the  whites  in  the  South,  but  with 

^d  to  imi^ress  on  Mr.  Whitfield,  and  this  he  prom- 

uy. 

w  before  me,  as  rendered  before  the  committee 

^.  state,  that  any  statements,  or  facts,  or  coloring 

v>mmittee,  and  reterring  to  me  individually  as  au- 

^,  or  coloring  of  facts,  obtaiued  in  any  conversation  or 

^tl  differing  from  the  facts,  or  statement  of  facts,  made  in 

the  least  about  them,   misrepresentations,  and  certainly 

y  emanated  from  me. 

"MATT.  CLAY. 

and  subscribed  before  me  this  4th  October,  1671. 

"H.  A.  RICE, 
*' Justice  of  the  Peace,^ 

Since  I  wrote  this  affidavit  I  received  a  private  letter  from  Mr.  Whitfield  in  which 
he  says  he  has  misrepresented  me,  and  that  he  is  willing  to  give  it  in  writing.  Here  is 
his  letter,  and  you  can  have  it  if  you  want  it. 

The  CiiAiRMAX.  I  think  we  had  better  have  the  letter. 

The  WiTNKSS.  Here  is  the  letter ;  it  is  as  follows : 

"  Mayou*s  Office,  City  Hall, 
"  ColumbttSy  Mi89is8ipp%j  CMobcr  5,  1671. 
"  My  Dear  Sm:  Yonr  letter  of  the  3d  instant  received. 
'*  In  reply  I  have  to  say  that  I  did  not  represent  you  as  saying  or  telling  me  what  is 

Snt  down  in  the  evidence  before  the  congressional  committee  in  Washington.  Upon 
eing  questioned  about  the  Bridges  afiair  I  was  asked,  if  I  remember  correctly,  from 
whom  I  Leard  the  statement,  &,c,  I  mentioned  your  name  as  one  from  whom  I  had 
heard  some  statements  in  regard  to  the  aifair,  not  that  I  desired  to  mention  your  name, 
or  thut  of  any  other  gentleman,  as  having  given  me  the  information,  but  because  I  was 
required  to  mention  the  particular  names  from  whom  I  heard  anything  in  connection 
with  the  transaction.  1  should  have  much  preferred  to  have  mentioned  no  name.  I 
have  not  a  copy  of  the  evidence  before  me,  and  cannot,  therefore,  use  the  exact  Ian* 
guage ;  but  the  impression  sought  to  l>e  conveyed  by  me  was,  that  the  statements  I  had 
heard  in  regard  to  the  afiair  were  conflicting.  I  remember  quite  distinctly,  I  think, 
what  you  said  to  mo  on  the  cars,  and  my  recollection  is  that  you  sustained  the  justice, 
Ml.  Rice,  in  his  course,  as  also  the  constable,  and  condemned  the  freedmeu  for  the 
course  they  puraned;  and  if  you  have  seen  the  evidence  I  am  sure  you  will  see  that  its 
tenor,  as  to  your  statement,  is  that  way.  My  object  was  to  give  a  fair  and  just  state- 
ment of  the'  case  as  gathered  from  what  I  had  heard  from  difierent  persons  and  had 
seen  in  the  papers.  So  far  as  you  are  concerned,  I  know  you  are  not  a  republican,  but 
a  fair,  just,  liberal,  conservative  man  in  your  views  :  and,  coupled  with  this,  our  very 
cordial,  personal,  and  family  relations  would  certainly  X)revent  me  from  placing  you  in 
any  false  position  calculated  to  prejudice  you  with  your  neighbors.  I  know  you  are 
opposed  to  lawlessness,  as  every  good  citizen  is.  I  therefore  reiieat  that  I  did  not  repre- 
sent you  as  telling  me  the  statement  of  the  Bridges  afiair,  as  mentioned  verbatim  in  the 
evidence  before  the  committee,  nor  seek  to  create  the  impression,  at  least  snch  was  not 
my  purpose,  that  yon  espoused  the  cause  of  the  freedmen  and  condemned  the  course 
of  the  justice  and  constable.  But  I  did  seek  to  make  the  impression  that  the  case  pre- 
sented a  specimen  of  great  lawlessness,  as  evidenced  by  the  facts.  I  have  no  doubt 
whatever,  if  you  wish  to  know  my  opinion,  that  the  negro  who  was  arrested  and  put 
in  charge  of  the  constable  was  taken  out  of  the  house  and  mnrderexl — and  this  I  be- 
lieve from  statements  made  by  others,  and  not  from  anything,  or  suggestion,  X  heard  • 
from  you.  If  the  people  of  Bigby  Valley  have  been  misrepresented,  no  one  /egrets  it 
luore  than  I  do,  and  no  one  would  be  more  willing  to  make  any  corrections  fully  war- 
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rauted  by  the  facts.  But  my  belief  now  is,  particularly  from  what  I  have  heard  of 
the  case  upon  further  inquiry,  siuce  my  return  from  Washington,  that  the  statenieDt 
made  in  the  evidence  is  quite  mild,  and  that  the  half  was  not  told  of  what  can  be  sob* 
Btantiated  if  necessary. 

**  I  hear  from  the  best  authority  that  the  investigating  committee,  or  a  sub-commitee 
from  it,  will  be  through  this  section  very  soon.  If  any  of  the  people  of  Bigby  Valley 
think  they  are  wronged  by  what  I  said,  they  can  go  before  them  and  make  their  own 
statements  ;  but  they  may  know,  at  the  same  time,  that  all  sides  will  then  bo  beard, 
and  they  may  bo  gla<l  to  let  the  matter  rest  where  it  now  is  before  they  are  through 
with  it.    You  are  at  liberty  to  show  this  to  any  pei-son  you  wish. 

"  Remember  mo  kindly  to  Nina  and  the  children,  and  believe  me,  as  ever,  your  sin- 
cere friend, 

"  HENRY  B.  WHITFIELD. 

"  Dr.  Matt  Clay,  Brookeville,  Miasiaaippi,^ 

That  is  about  the  sum  and  purport  of  the  letter ;  it  exonerates  me.  He  made  a 
misstatement  before  the  congressional  committee,  and,  like  a  gentleman,  be  retracted. 

By  Mr.  Blaik  : 
Question,  Your  affidavit  there  contains  a  statement  of  aU  that  you  know  about  the 
matter  t 
Answer.  All  that  I  know  of  it  or  heard  of  it. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  Did  you  understand  where  Bridges  put  the  negro  for  safe-keeping  T 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  it  was  in  aschool-house  about  thirty  yards  from  his  dwelling-honae. 

Question.  Did  you  understand  that  he  chained  him  Y 

Answer,  No,  sir :  I  never  heard  anything  particular  about  that. 

Question.  Tell  nil  that  you  lieard  in  relation  to  his  chaining  the  negro. 

Answer.  All  I  heard  of  that  I  have  given  in  that  affidavit,  that  I  supposed  the 
negro  was  chained ;  that  he  coutined  him  in  a  house  for  safe-keeping  in  order  to  bring 
the  negro  to  Macon  the  next  day. 

Question.  Did  he  keep  the  negro  in  that  house  by  himself  all  night,  or  at  least  until 
he  was  taken  out  by  this  mob  T 

Answer.  I  suppose  so ;  I  never  heard  anything  about  it  until  the  trial. 

Question.  At  what  hour  in  the  night  is  it  your  understanding  that  the  negro  was 
taken  outf 

Answer.  I  suppose  it  was  about  12  or  1  o'clock. 

Question.  W^hat  is  your  information  as  to  the  number  of  men  that  were  concerned  in 
taking  the  negro  out. 

Answer.  Bridges  told  me  it  looked  like  thirty  or  forty  in  one  squad  and  the  same  in 
the  other  squad ;  it  was  a  little  dark. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 
Question.  Was  that  the  crowd  of  negroes  that  came  to  take  him  (Bridges)  out,  or  the 
negro? 
Answer.  The  negroes  that  came  to  take  him  out. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  I  am  inquiring  about  the  number  of  men  who  were  concerned  in  takbg 
the  negro  out  of  the  school-house  that  night  t 

Answsr.  White  men  f 

Qusstiim.  I  do  not  know  whether  they  were  white  or  black. 

Answer.  These  men  did  not  come  to  take  the  negro  out. 

Question.  But  I  am  talking  about  the  parties  who  came  to  take  the  negro  from  under 
Bridges's  charge.  I  understand  that  he  put  him  in  the  school-house,  and  that  the  n^gro 
disappeared  and  was  supposed  to  be  killed  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  I  ask  for  your  information  as  to  the  number  of  men  that  were  concerned  in 
taking  that  negro  out  of  the  school-house  that  night.    Do  you  comprehend  me  ? 

^n^irei*.  I  do  not  know  whether  I  do  or  not.  A  squad  of  negroes,  my  understanding 
is,  came  to  arrest  Bridges. 

Question.  W^hat  became  of  the  colored  boy  that  was  confined  in  the  school-house  by 
Bridges,  chained  there  Y 

Anstcer.  I  do  not  know  anything  about  it.  I  supposed  from  the  report  the  negro  was 
taken  out  or  got  out. 

Question.  Taken  out  by  whom  1 

Anstcer.  I  do  not  know  anything  about  it. 

Question.  Have  you  no  information  about  that  t 

Ansicer.  None  in  the  world,  no  more  than  you  have.  All  I  have  is  the  public  report 
that  the  negro  had  got  out,  or  had  been  taken  out.    I  do  not  know  bow. 
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Question.  Were  there  signs  of  foot-prints  or  horses'  feet  ahont  the  school-honse  T 

Aftstcer.  I  do  not  know.  I  did  not  notice  anything  more  than  the  shot  marks  on  the 
Bido  of  the  school-honse.  I  just  remarked  to  Bridges,  I  have  heard  so  many  lies  since 
the  war  that  I  do  not  believe  anything  that  is  told  mo  until  I  see  it.  He  carried  me 
about  twenty  yards,  and  showed  me  the  marks  of  the  bnck-shot  and  the  small  shot. 

Question.  How  long  was  this  after  the  boy  was  taken  out  of  the  school-house ;  was  it 
the  next  day  T 

Answer.  No,  sir;  it  was  whenever  the  trial  was  before  the  justice  of  the  peace. 

Question.  Was  it  several  days  after  the  boy  disappeared  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  You  never  examined  the  foot-prints  of  the  horses  T 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  never  have  been  inside  of  the  honse  to  this  dav.  I  never  had  any- 
thing to  do  with  it.  I  avoided  having  anything  to  do  vith  it,  and  did  not  stay  but  a 
short  time. 

Question.  There  was  a  general  understanding  that  the  boy  was  killed  f 

Answer.  The  general  understanding  was  that  the  negro  disappeared,  and  nobody  knew 
Tvhere  he  went. 

Question.  What  is  the  general  understanding  now  f 

Anstoer.  That  he  escaped.  Nobody  knows  whether  he  is  killed  or  not.  The  negroes 
think  he  is  killed,  and  some  of  the  white  folks  think  he  is  not  killed ;  some  of  them 
think  that  he  is ;  some  think  he  is  living. 

Question.  Do  some  white  men  think  he  has  not  been  killed  1 

Answer.  Some  tuink  so,  but  you  know  as  much  as  I  do.  It  is  nine  miles  there,  and  I 
have  not  seen  Bridges  since  the  trial.  I  heard  on  yesterday  that  he  was  seeu  over  in 
Alabama. 

Question.  What  white  man  told  you  he  had  seen  the  boy  since  the  trial,  alive  f 

Anmcer.  1  do  not  know.  It  is  just  a  report  that  he  was  seen  up  the  river  toward 
Columbus. 

Question.  You  have  heard  of  a  body  being  found  in  Bigby  River  since  T 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  I  have  hoard  something  about  it,  but  nothing  definite  that  I  could 
BWear  to.    It  is  a  mere  floating  rumor  current  here. 

Question.  You  have  heard  a  rumor  that  that  was  the  body  of  the  missing  boy  T 

Answer.  I  have  heard  it  was,  and  I  have  heard  that  contradicted.  I  beard  from 
Charley  Moore  ou  the  day  of  the  trial  that  the  negro  was  a  young  man  that  was  lost, 
and  they  kpew  from  the  teeth  that  this  was  not  the  same  body. 

Question.  Have  you  heard  that  his  mother  identified  him  by  his  clothing? 

Anmcer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Do  you  know  his  mother  t 

Answer.  £llen  Grayson. 

Question.  Have  you  heard  that  she  identified  the  body 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Was  Bridges  a  constable  f 

Ansicer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Was  he  a  regularly  elected  constable,  or  was  he  appointed  for  that  special 
purpose  Y 
'    Anstcer.  I  cannot  tell  you.    The  justice  of  the  peace  can  tell  you  in  a  few  minutes. 

Question.  Did  he  appoint  any  guard  to  watch  the  boy  or  stand  guard  at  the  house 
that  night  f 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  anything  about  his  arrangements  as  to  the  boy.  I  did  not 
take  any  interest  in  it. 

Question.  The  negroes  believe  Bridges  was  implicated  in  the  murder  of  the  boy  Y 

Answer.  That  was  their  conversation,  that  the  negro  was  taken  out  by  the  Eu-Klux, 
I  reckon. 

Question.  And  they  repaired  to  Bridges's  house  next  day  to  be  satisfied  how  the  boy 
Iiad  disappeared  Y 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  that  is  about  the  sum  and  substance  of  it. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 

Question.  Doctor,  what  time  in  the  year  did  this  occur  Y 
Answer.  I  cannot  tell  you  in  what  month  it  was  to  save  my  life. 
Question.  How  far  did  this  occurrence  take  place  from  Bigby  Elver  Y 
Answer.  I  reckon  it  was  between  three  and  four  miles— not  over  three  miles. 
Question.  Did  you  hear  anything  about  the  body  being  found  in  the  river  Y 
Answer.  Yes,  I  heard  a  rumor  ot  that  sort  that  the  body  had  been  found  and  the  ne- 
groes were  hunting  for  him  on  that  Sunday.  They  had  guns  in  their  hands,  and  some- 
body asked  them  what  they  were  hunting  with  guns,  and  they  remarked  they  were 
hunting  for  their  comrade ;  that  he  was  lost,  and  their  object  in  coming  there  was  to 
'make  Bridges  tell. 

Question.  Did  you  ever  hear  that  there  was  a  note  left  in  the  school-house  after  this 
boy  disappeared  Y 
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Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  I  heard  that  at  the  little  public  meetiDj;  when  they  called  on  me. 
Men  were  sent  for  that  had  seen  that  note,  or  rather  the  young  man  who  was  said  to 
have  seen  the  note,  and  he  denied  it  before  our  little  jiublio  meeting.  It  was  reported 
that  one  of  the  yonug  Pierces  had  seen  it,  but  he  said  it  was  not  so. 

Queeium,  What  did  you  hear  that  note  contained  t 

Ansioer,  I  heard  that  the  purport  of  it  was  that '  We  had  got  him,"  or  *'  had  him,*' 
or  something  of  the  sort,  and  signed  ;  I  do  not  know  whether  any  name  was  signed  or 
not. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Question.  Was  it  signed  "  K.  K.  K.f " 
Answer,  Tes,  sir ;  I  reckon  so. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 

Question,  Was  it  not  something  to  this  eftect  "  Don't  be  alarmed,  we  have  got  him  ?" 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  I  am  a  law-abiding  citizen  and  want  tho  law  enforc^  against 
white  and  black,  and  where  a  negro  is  imposed  upon  I  like  to  see  jnstice  done  to  him 
and  will  do  it  so  far  as  in  my  power. 

Question,  Do  you  say  you  had  no  conversation  with  Mr.  Whitfield  in  regard  to  this 
casef 

Anstvcr,  No,  sir,  nothing  at  all.  Mr.  Whitfield  denies  it  in  his  letter.  We  had  this 
general  discussion  in  the  cars.  We  were  very  intimate  friends  and  met  on  the  carv, 
and  he  said  he  was  on  his  way  to  Washington  City,  and  said,  **  Don't  breathe  it  to 
mortal  man,  I  am  going  to  see  Governor  Alcorn,  and  I  do  not  wish  to  report ;  I  know 
of  several  cases  of  lawlessness  in  tho  country  by  the  whites  and  I  do  not  like  to  report 
them.  I  think  the  governor  has  had  me  summoned  and  I  think  he  can  telegraph  that 
I  am  a  know-nothing  and  get  me  off,  for  I  do  not  wish  to  go,''  and  he  asked  me,  *'  Do 
you  know  anything  that  has  happened  in  your  neighborhood,  or  what  do  you  know- 
about  the  Bigby  Valley  case;"  I  told  him,  and  I  said,  *^  I  think,  Henry,  the  negroes  are 
to  blame  about  that  thing."    It  was  not  more  than  five  minutes  talk. 

Question,  Do  you  know  that  he  told  tbe  committee  at  Washington  that  there  were 
two  or  three  versions  in  regard  to  this  Bridges  case,  and  that  he  attempted  to  give 
both  sides  f 

Answer,  I  know  it  now;  I  did  not  know  what  he  was  going  to  report.  His  conver- 
sation with  me  was  strictly  confidential.  Ho  told  me  not  to  tell  his  brother,  who  was 
station-agent.  He  said,  "  Don't  tell  Anthony  I  am  going.  I  do  not  want  anybody  to 
know." 

Question.  Is  it  your  complaint  that  Mr.  Whitfield  mentioned  your  name? 

Anstoer.  I  did  not  want  to  be  called  before  the  country'',  to  be  called  ont  by  the 
neighbors  and  accused  of  sympathizing  with  negroes.  I  sympathize  with  them  so  far 
as  justice  is  concerned.  I  like  to  have  got  into  a  serious  difiiculty  with  one  of  my 
neighbors,  accusing  mo  of  being  a  radical,  and  I  am  not. 

Question.  Do  you  know  that  Mr.  Whitfield  had  no  discretion  in  reference  to  giving 
testimony  f 

Answer.  No,  sir;  I  do  not  know  what  his  object  was. 

Question.  Ho  was  asked  to  disclovse  the  names. 

Ansicer.  I  do  not  blame  him.  A  man  coming  before  a  committee  like  you  are  here  has 
to  auswer  any  question.    I  do  not  blame  him  at  all. 

Question.  Is  it  the  fact  that  the  men  un  an  iidjoining  plantation  to  where  this  occur- 
rence took  place  have  had  to  leave  from  fear? 

Answer,  1  do  not  know  any  more  abont  that  than  anybody  on  this  committee.  I 
never  took  any  special  interest  in  it.  It  is  nine  miles  from  my  neighborhood.  1  have 
a  plantation  adjoining  Bigby  Valley  reut43d  ont  to  negroes.  I  was  going  down  there 
that  day  on  business,  and  I  heard  of  this  difiiculty,  and  thought  it  was  every  cittzen*d 
duty  to  go  and  investigate  the  case  and  see  what  happened.  I  merely  went  through 
idle  curiosity,  I  may  say. 

Question,  Mr.  Whitfield  says  in  his  testimony,  page  428,  "there  were  some  reports 
that  he  ha<l  been  seen  up  iu  Lowndes  County,  and  at  Artesia,  on  the  railroad,  and  at 
Aberdeen,  and  other  places.  But  tbese  reports  could  not  be  traced  to  any  definite 
source."    Have  you  ever  been  able  to  trace  them  to  any  definite  source  f 

Answer,  No,  sir. 

Question,  The  prisoner  has  never  been  heard  of  since  f 

Aneicer,  No,  sir;  tbe  prisoner  is  just  as  much  a  mystery  to  me  as  to  you. 

By  Mr.  Rice: 

Question.  You  spoke  iu  your  testimony  about  receiving  a  private  letter  asking  yon 
about  this  matt^>r. 

Answer.  Yes,  sir  ;  Mr.  Whitfield's  letter. 

Question.  No ;  a  private  letter  from  citizens  in  your  neighborhood,  calling  on  yon  to 
give  an  explanation  about  this  containing  a  threat  ? 
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Answer  No,  sir ;  not  a  tbreat :  hnt  it  was  a  noto  from  a  man  iu  Lowndes  County, 
stating  that  I  must  be  at  Bigby  Valley  ;  that  tbere  was  to  be  a  meeting  of  citizens.  I  am 
a  man  who  attends  to  my  own  biiHiuesA,  my  two  places.  For  fear  I  would  not  come 
this  gentleman  underscored  it,  and  be  says  it  is  best  for  your  character  and  standing 
ill  the  community.  When  1  read  that  I  got  insulted  at  it.  I  had  been  living  hero  foi 
twenty-one  years,  and  knew  everybody,  and  I  took  offense  at  his  remark,  '*for  your 
cliaracter  you  had  better  be  there."  The  gentleman  made  au  apology  siuco  and  my 
friends  said  it  was  sufficient.  I  tuoiM^ffonco  at  it  and  went  down  there  and  the  thing 
was  a(\)U8ted.    I  gave  in  then  what  I  had  to  say  about  it. 

Question.  What  did  your  friends  want  to  know  from  you  at  that  meeting?  Did  they 
have  a  meeting  at  which  you  addressed  them  f 

Answer.  They  had  a  meeting  there.  There  were  some  gentlemen  from  Lowndes 
County  to  investigate  this  thing,  to  see  whether  this  negro  had  been  killed— what  you 
arc  after  now,  in  fact — and  they  requested  me  to  come  down,  as  Mr.  Whitfield  had  used 
my  name  as  knowing  a  great  deal  about  it.  I  went  dowti  there  and  stated  all  I  knew 
about  it.  I  had  a  plantation  within  two  miles  of  the  place.  I  was  there  attending  to 
my  land  collecting,  and  went  there  through  curiosity.  I  went  to  hear  the  truth  about 
it  when  the  trial  was  going  on. 
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